


























less. This has been brought about,
despite the arrival of huge numbers of
British migrants, by the influx since
1946 of very large numbers of migrants
from almost every country in the world.
These migrants, with due respect and
good feeling, have been generally referred
to over the years as “‘New Australians”,
and have brought many changes and
customs to our Australian way of life.
A substantial proportion of them are
Naturalised Australian Citizens and have,
or are being, absorbed into the Aust-
ralian way of life. Understandingly,
there are also many who are hesitant
about such a complete change in their
lives, but I personally consider it only
fair and reasonable that, having chosen
to settle permanently in our Country,
they should endeavour to learn our
language and become a real part of our
life as soon as possible.

Part of our way of life is the accept-
ance of our form of Government and
our Head of State: The Queen, and it is
really wonderful the way so many of
them have accepted our system and so
warmly support it. As the person who
had the final handling of the Silver
Anpiversary Loyalty Pledges for Her
Majesty, as organised by the Australian
Heritage Society, I can assure you that
the _great number of signatures with
foreign names was most gratifying, as is
also the financial support being received.

In the case of those who have not felt
able to yet fully accept our monarchical
form of Government, one might ask,
with respect, why? It is especially
noticeable that when any controversy
arises over the monarchy, some sections
of the media go to great lengths to
emphasise or allege that New Australians
do not accept the Queen. If this be
correct, we should look at the position
very carefully and ask ourselves a few
pertinent questions, such as:—

(i) Is it because we have not made
enough effort as a Nation to teach them
our English language and to fully explain
to them the meaning of our monarchical
system of Government with Her Majesty,
The Qucen, as Head of State, but with
the power to elect Parliament and make
all laws in the hands of the electors
themselves?

(ii) Is it because we have failed, in
general terms, to take sufficient interest
in our newly arrived migrants from
forcign countries and to extend the
hand of friendship to them?

(iii) Have we maintained sufficient
personal interest and warmth in our
Nationalisation Ceremonies which, in the
earlier days, were so impressive and have
we explained to them the real meaning
of the oath of Allegiance?
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This pledge gave Australian
thelr loyalty in a speclal way.

instant success.

Unless we, as a people, including our
*“‘older New Australians”, are prepared to
do these things and see that our Govern-
ments play their part, how .can we
expect our newer arrivals to understand
or accept our system of Government and
way of life?

We older Australians, who are des-
cendants of the people of the British
Isles are, or should be, well aware of the
traditions and history we have inherited
from Britain and the part she played in
helping to create and build the Australian
Nation. Sometimes I wonder if a lot of
us, including many of our Politicians,
have forgotten this!! Remember also
that this small country created the
World’s largest Empire — one quarter
of the world’s land-surface and one fifth
of its population. It subsequently, by
invitation, transformed this Empire to a
Commonwealth of Nations. All other
Empires in the history of the world
were destroyed by warfare or moral
decay.

After living in our inherited British
traditions for so many years, we are
now in process of developing our own
history and traditions and it behoves
every one of us to play our part in this,
never forgetting the debt we, and the
rest of the world, owe to Britain, extend-
ing back over a long period of years. I
wonder if, in company with the rest of
the world, we have forgotten the year

1940 when Britain stood alone and
saved the world.

s a chance to express
The campalgn was an

WHAT OF THE FUTURE?

In discussing the future of this coun-
try and, in particular, the tasks confront-
ing people like ourselves who so strongly
desire to retain our present form of
Government, may 1 first of all lay very
strong emphasis on two matters 1 have
already referred to at some length in this
address. They are concentration on
educating the youth of our Country by
the distribution of appropriate material
and taking a more active interest in the
many thousands of foreign migrants
constantly arriving in this country to
make them more fully aware of our
system of Government and the need for
development of the one unified Aust-
ralian Nation.

Over more recent years the Australian
Heritage Society, as an arm of the
Australian League of Rights, has greatly
distinguished itself by the campaigns
inaugurated, financed and brought to
such successful conclusions in respect
of “Defence of the Crown”, the National
Anthem”, our “Flag™ and the “Defence
of Sir John Kerr”,

More recently the Society completed
a most successful Australia-wide cam-
paign which invited citizens’ signatures
on Certificates of Loyalty to Her Majesty
on the celebration of Her Silver Jubilee
and Her Visit to Australia. Certificates
bearing many thousands of signatures
were handed to Her by His Excellency
The Governor-General before she left
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Australia and a huge balance of signed
Certificates will be delivered personally
to Canberra in due course for trans-
mission to Her Majesty. In all, well
over 20,000 signatures were secured in
what almost was a whirlwind Campaign.

Whatever happens, enthusiasm for
our cause must not be allowed to diec
and we must continue to give the lead
to our fellow Australians. This prompts
the question, what next? We can be
assured that the proponents of an Aust-
ralian Republic will not give up, even
though they have gone to ground for
the moment, and they are bound to
continue their organising and agitation.
The following suggestions, amongst
others, might receive careful considera-
tion: —

(a) The development of a member-
ship drive by the Heritage Society and
the production of a monthly in lieu of a
quarterly magazine.

(b) A massive fund-raising effort, the
money raised to be used mainly for the
printing of leaflets and brochures and
for advertising.

(c) Careful production of propaganda
leaflets and appropriate advertising —
this, in my opinion, is 50 very important
and it is costly.

(d) A campaign to reach our young
people and involve them in working for
Australia and our present form of
Government. Particular attention to be
given to senior school scholars.

(e) The organisation in all States of
groups of persons to ensure a regular
flow of appropriate letters to the Press,
and Politicians upholding our cause and
combatting the effects of Communists,
Republicans and the like.

In this connection 1 would like to
place particular emphasis on the need
for as many of our Members as possible
to be constantly on the alert to write to
Members of Parliament when they say
something worthwhile and in favour of
our cause. Tell them of your apprecia-
tion and support because it is so import-
ant to them. When they have the
courage to say something we believe. in,
more often than not, they are assailed
by their, and our, opponents and, some-
times, the press and, if they can groc!uce
a spate of letters supporting their view,
it gives their morale a lift and they are
the more likely to speak out more often.
This is really important and we just
cannot do enough of it. I have person-
ally proved the point in recent months.

() Closer contact to be developed
between the various State Branches of
the Society. .

(g) Consideration to be given to
regular Social Functions, also Education-
al Seminars or Conferences.
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CONCLUSION

In bringing to a close this paper on
the Monarchy and Republic, may I hope
that the views I have expressed and the
opinions I have offered will find res-
ponse in the hearts and minds of my
audience and lead to more active and
continued support for the monarchical
system as opposed to that of a
Republic. I repeat, please have the
courage to stand up and fight for what
you consider to be right and in the best

interests of our country and, please, do
not forget that your two primary object-
ives should be to concentrate on the
education of our children and scholars,
particularly the senior ones and to give
more attention to our new migrants
from foreign countries. As older and
more experienced people we have ideals
and objectives we should pass on to
them and I cannot think of a better way
to bring home this message than to quote
the words of my favourite little poem.
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i He too must cross in the twilight dim.
-*- Good friend, I have built this bridge for him.”
%

%
¥ The Bridge Builder

% An old man going a lone highway
* Came in the evening cold and grey

'*' To a chasm deep and vast and wide.

i The old man crossed in the twilight dim,
% That sullen stream had no fear for him;

] But he turned when safe on the other side
% And built a bridge to span the tide.

'* Old man, said a fellow pilgrim near,

E You’re wasting your strength in building here,
* You never again will pass this way

Your journey will end with the ending day;
You've crossed the chasm deep and wide
Why build you this bridge at eventide?

¥
* The builder lifted his grey old head:
.* “Dear friend, in the path I have come™ he said

“There followeth after me today, a youth

'*' Whose feet must also pass this way;

L] This yawning chasm which was nought to me
To that fair-headed youth may a pit-fall be;
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HUMOUR OF
OLD

TOTI DAL MONTE

Newspaper reporters of yesterday gave their
readers a story thick with the best language and
humour, One reader noticed the following
story in ‘*Australia’s Yesterday’ by Readers
Digest. We reproduce it for your enjoyment,

TOTI DAL MONTE was a sensation of the 1924
Williamson-Malba Opera Company. She was a great singer
and a pretty, if rotund, young woman with a sparkling
personality. Australian audierices loved her. She sang 98
performances during that tour, returning for a concert tour
two years later and again with the 1928 Melba-Williamson
company. In 1928 she was idolised as much as ever.
The Sydney Morning Herald said ‘the men of Sydney were
reduced to a hopeless state of adoration for Toti and were
symbolically prostrate at her feet’.

When it was announced that Toti was to be married to the
handsome young tenor Enzo de Muro Lomanto, Sydney-
siders were so enthusiastic that 25,000 uninvited guests

They began arriving at daybreak. ‘secreting themselves in
corners of the Cathedral under the pretence of hearing early
Mass’, said the Herald. At 8 o'clock, hundreds were there
and the policemen were worried: at 11.30 thousands crowded
the streets and Hyde Park.

It was ‘into a tempestuous, nightmare world of top hats
tears, tattered toilettes, red faces, mutilated milinery, collaps-
ing people, and vast, shricking crowds’ that the bride
‘looking very small, and very white, and very nervous, and a
million times more charming than ever, stepped from her car
and searched for the steps of the Cathedral’, wrote the
Herald reporter.

‘For one instant she glimpsed 25,000 heads, hats and
handkerchiefs fluttering and swirling down upon her; then
she fled up the narrow carpet. In an ecstasy of abandon, a
man threw his bowler hat after her ... ..

‘Everyone was very emotional, especially the little stout
man with the top hat from which the bottom had been
knocked. He was the most emotional of all, particularly
when the policeman refused to admit him to the Cathedral,
and an old lady, exasperated by the extensive area of his
back, hit him several times over the head with a shoe she had
removed for the purpose’.

The bridegroom, looking ‘as though . . . .. he had just
been asked to sing an opera in Chinese’, stood nervously.as
the crowds inside the cathedral ‘fought for seats, t'ramplmg
lustily over the attendants, their ties adrift, thelf collars
twisted back to front, footmarks in the middle of their backs,
and signs of a struggle in their coiffure.’

Outside, said the Herald, women fainted on top of one,
stood up and fainted again. Men sat on the spikes of the
fence and felt relieved that at last they discovered a comfort-
able retreat from the ordeal of fighting in that crowd.
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After the ceremony, the couple managed to reach the
street and their car. But Toti had not yet shaken off her
admirers, ‘They charged upon her in a colossal, screaming
flood which whirled the policemen along like moths in a
monsoon . . .. . said the Herald. ‘In an instant they had
torn down all the beautiful flowers that trailed around the
car, the ribbons and the decorations..... The chauffeur

hastily reversed into a mounted traffic policeman, who
hastily reversed into the cavaliers, who hastily reversed into
the crowd , .. .. It was just short of a riot,’

Sydney had never known a wedding reception to surpass
that held later at Romano’s Cafe, said the Herald. ‘There
was an utter abandonment to the joy of the moment, such
as only the Latin races can enjoy. There was no unseemly
hilarity, but excitement was at its zenith. Men kissed each
other on the cheeks, there were many handshakes, much

(I

clapping, and cries of “Bravo, Bravo”.

CAP THAT!

If you have read or can remember a similar
incident which you think Is worth retelling then send
it in and we will be glad to publish it. Ed.

COLD FEET/

IT WAS the last ten-minute rest at the end
of a gruelling route march and the battalion
was appreciating the break when along came
the C.O. in his Staff car,

Now the Colonel was fairly popular; and,
to give him his due, whenever possible he led
the route marches himself, all the way. This
time he had been to a Staff conference, which
we knew, but it had been a ——— of a march;
and he did look so dapper and cool in his
neatly pressed Kahkis.

Jumping out of his battle-wagon, he walked
briskly up to the nearest group of recumbent
figures and enquired brightly, “How are you,
lads? How are your feet?”

Coldly came a weary voice, “All right sir.
——— How are YOURS?”

“Sandgroper”
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cultural development and the growth of civilization of
the private family, the private home and the special
private relation between individuals is recognized. With
that, women gain a higher status than they have in back-
ward communities.

BREAK-UP OF HOME LIFE ERODING
CIVILIZATION

It is widely known, though not publicly so wid?ly
acknowledged, that with the breaking up of home life
and the decreasing opportunity for the individual person
to live a fair amount of his life privately, there has
been a related lowering of cultural standards and a partial
withering of civilization. Consistently with that Ehf:re. is
a lessening respect for women as a sex and a diminishing
consideration for her as a private person. That is rever-
sion to more backward stages of civilization.

When civilization has been attained, the importance
of woman’s guardianship of privacy and thus of the
independence of the individual is recognized by men and
women to be as great as is that of the still-persistent
need for men’s protection and ordering of the public
organization. In civilization the two aspects of experience
are brought into a proper balance.

Considering the pronouncements and assertions, the
speeches and writings and the propaganda generally of
the women-despising type of feminist, it cannot be missed
that her efforts are directed towards the crushing of all
genuine feminine influence and the construction of a
society shaped almost entirely by men’s view of the world
of human beings and by the organized expression of the
characteristic masculine values. Though one complement
of human experience and activity can never be obliterated,
there yet can be an imbalance in organizational and
personal values that can be dangerous or positively detri-
mental or catastrophic.

SOCIETY MIRRORS VALUES OF THOSE IN
CONTROL

As indicated, from the beginning of recorded history
and, it can be safely surmised, even before then, men
have, of natural necessity, imposed their own most
cherished values upon the human organization. It is as
well for cultural development that men need woman’s
special values to complement their own, as otherwise
there would never be any but a physical meeting between
the sexes. The composing of poetry and music, the
creation of a rich and varied literature and the producing
of great sculpture are the private and personal achie\f-
ments of individuals free to determine what shall be their
own occupation; and such private. individualistic creations
have hitherto been mainly the work of men. The mascu-
line source of such productions is shown in their being
embodied. or their values being symbolized, m physical
forms and, if true in intention and complete in success,
being presented directly to the public to evoke its admira-
tion and for its enjoyment.

On the other hand, a woman’s supreme values are
usually those of her personal relations with other in-
dividuals and not, except in sophisticated development,
of her relation to the community at large. For all that,
women need a balancing public life.
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“We must have more of these little
get-togethers.”

One way in which they come into contact with the
world beyond the personal or domestic one is through
meeting men’s minds in the created, cultural world of
complementary values. Women find something of them-
selves and something of men in music and pictures and
books. Perhaps it is books more than anything else that
take them into man’s world; and it may be significant
that many women can read a book written by a man
for men with more sympathy and understanding than men,
as a rule, can read a book written by a woman for
women.

Besides that mental and emotional contact with man’s
cultural world, women normally enter into public or semi-
public life when they seek pleasure and satisfaction in
attending social functions outside the home. In a more
serious mood, they explore the public world when they
engage in charitable or church work. One might ask why
attendance at social gatherings, especially if these be
public enough and large enough to be more or less im-
personal in nature, is often tolerated by the woman-
despising feminist, while gatherings of small, charitable
or church-aid groups inspire her with the patronizing
scorn of one enjoying a feeling of superiority.

She can offer a number of reasons for this, and some
of them not without a certain validity; but a close look
shows that the social gatherings that she most approves
are those of feminists or “advanced” intellectuals. Men’s
values rule these congregations. The meetings of women
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to carry feminine values into the public world—that is,
to engage in “good works”—seem to be despised because
they are comprised of unpaid volunteers. That is too
humbly feminine. Unpaid women charity workers are
regarded as dull women fussing over trivial matters; but
if women can get well-paid jobs as organizers or such
of charities run on business lines, that meets with
approval. It is represented as drudgery for a woman to
look after her own children; but an honoured career
for her to be paid to look after other women’s children,
provided it be outside the home in creches or nursery
schools or kindergartens. Housework, it is averred,
deadens mind and soul by its monotony; but being paid
to type matter, that has small or no interest to the woman,
the live-long day, or to perform some near-mechanical
repetitious task in a factory or workship is declared to
emancipate a female. Any paid work outside the home
is, in the eyes of the anti-woman feminist, preferable to
the labour performed for love of home and husband and
children or even of fellow men.

AGAIN THE WILL TO DOMINATE

Such feminists do not conceal their glee when circum-
stances force the mothers of small children, even against
their will, to hand their little ones over to career women
while they, themselves, go out to earn the dollars needed
for rent and clothes and food. After all, money is man’s
invention and a convenient symbol in the public world
of economic organizing, and the passing of it for services
rendered is a token of acceptance into that world.

A person should have the right to live the kind of
life that best suits him. If some women prefer relations
with the public world and occupation in it to the privacy
of home life. there should be opportunities for them to
fulfil themselves; but this freedom of choice is something
which the egotistical feminist denies, or with contemptu-
ous grudging allows, other women. To her, apparently,
women different from herself have but a shadowy reality,
and it outrages her feeling of rightness if it be not her-
self who is reflected in them. They must think what she
thinks, have the same emotional responses as her own,
have the same scale of importances when discovering
values as she has and, in short, be images of herself
objectively perceived by her. In her admiration of men’s
world and her vision of herself as a member of it, it is
seemingly. unendurable to her that there should be values
and realities other than hers, for the existence of these
diminishes her and her own chosen set of values. Her
avowed championship of women is really a championship
of herself.

Certainly there are women who find their satisfaction
in the public world. but who are not inspired by a con-
viction of the sole worth of that world nor envious of
the males who inherit the world as men have made it.
There are women who have cultural contributions to
make to society. There are women who battle for the
right of women to have an honoured place in the com-
munity. not because they want the impossible—equality
in men’s special world—but for lave of justice. The most
socially useful of these fight to have expressed in public
and preserved in privacy the predominantly feminine
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valucs. No peoples are really civilized unless the worth
of the feminine values to society be recognized by them.

WOMAN’S VALUES CAN FLOURISH ONLY IN A
WOMAN’S WORLD

The subordinate tasks a woman performs in the
public sphere and the money she there earns do not com-
pensate her for the loss of importance she has as the
centre about which the family revolves. Sexual permissive-
ness, which is really but physical indulgence without the
love and tenderness that is more often than not engendered
in the constancy of the private marital relation, but does
not confer on her sexual freedom. It reduces her to being,
sexually at least. once more man’s chattel existing only
for his physical pleasure.

The too overwhelming, too prolonged dominance of
masculine values in an expanding man’s world js produc-
ing a society which is self-devouring. Yes, admittedly
women have rights, the chief of which is to be women
and to be valued because they are women. Feminist
lovers of man’s world, believing that they have been
emancipating women, have led them into a new thraldom.
That goes a long way towards explaining the lowering
of moral standards and the infantilism of much of the
modern aesthetic output. It goes a long way, too, to
explaining why a world of marvellous physical inventions
is so spiritually and psychologically unsatisfying.

INDISPENSABLE
MAN

Some time when you're feeling important,
Some time when you’re ego’s in bloom,
Some time when you take it for granted,
You’re the best qualified man in the room.
Some time when you feel that you’re going
Would leave an unfillable hole,

Just follow these simple instructions,

And see how they humble your soul.

Take a bucket and fill it with water,

Put your hands in it up to your wrists.

Pull them out and the hole that remains there
is the measure of how you’ll be missed.

You may splash all you please when you enter
You may stir up the water galore,

But stop and you’ll find in a minute

That it looks just the same as before.

’

The moral of this is quite simple,

Do just the best that you can,

Be proud of yourself, but remember —
THERE IS NO INDISPENSABLE MAN!

“HERITAGE" DEC. 77 — FEB. 78















IRISH PRIEST ON
MONARCHY

SIR — The British Monarchy has survived
for over a thousand years. It is an outstanding
example of stability in a world riven by dissent
and the breakdown of accepted values.

It has established and maintained a noble
tradition of which we in Australia are a very
real part.

The essential soul of our nation is its
character, culture and traditions. Australia is
at heart a British nation, and “our sovereign
lady the Queen is the living embodiment of all
that contributes to our greatness.

In her role as Queen, not just of England,
but also of Australia, she is the symbol of our
sovereignty and independence, the focal point
of a strong and dynamic community embracing
every race, colour and creed under one flag.

Our constitutional system, of which she is
the very real guardian, is the envy of the free
world.

Often taken for granted, it is something of
which every man, woman and child should be
justly proud.

At present, Her Majesty is in Australia. We
the Catholic community of Taree, are taking
this opportunity to demonstrate our apprecia-
tion of our heritage and our loyalty to the
Crown.

We will do this with a Concelebrated Mass
in our church in Albert Street on Thursday,
March 10 at 7 p.m.

Local members of Parliament, representa-
tives of the shire and municipal councils, ?nd
representatives of the RSL have been ipv1tgd
to attend, and all members of the public will
be most welcome to join with us in prayer and
worship for God’s blessing on our Queen and

on our country.

As Edmund Burke said, “People will not
look forward to posterity, who never look back
to their ancestors.”

FATHER T.P. LYNAM.
Parish Priest, Taree.

Manning River Times (N.S.W.) Taree, N.S.W. 2430,
9th March 1977.

—
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YOUR LETTERS

BILLY HUGHES
REMEMBERED

Dear Sir,

This is to let you know that I have read Heritage
Journal No. 6, with much interest. As one corres-
pondent pointed out, we must stand up and be
counted. For too long have we remained silent.

In these troublous times of political and economic
turmoil and uncertainty, with deep misgivings for the
future, we tend to look back to a time when this
country had a more homogeneous and stable society.

Politicians, then, were not preoccupied with sala-
ries, allowances and entourages. They did not have
speech writers nor public relations staff. They did
their own homework, and were still able to meet and
talk with people. They did not abdicate their powers
and responsibilities to statutory bodies. They did not
genuflect to international bodies. They would not
have inflicted upon mature, adult, citizens, the
indignity of a Race Relations Law. They were tough,
rough, independent Australians, drawn from a homo-
geneous society, but with vision.

Today, there are politicians, and others, intent on
destroying our Constitution — the bulwark of the
people. It is said by them that the Constitution is out
of date, but we know that is not so! The Constitution
was flexible enough for the emergencies of two world
wars, It had been drafted by experienced legislators
and leading lawyers, wise in the ways of politicians,
We, whose roots are deep in the soil of this country,
must fight to preserve it. The fight will be harder as
time goes on and the population continues to be
diluted with ever increasing numbers of migrants with
different habits, outlooks and loyalties.

We still remember that great Australian statesman
and prime minister, Mr, William Morris Hughes, who
put Australia on the world map by winning over
presidents and prime ministers with his forthright and
fiery speeches, dealing with Australian territorial
and strategic interests in the Pacific and New Guinea,
at the Peace Conference in Europe in 1919, We also
remember his outstanding Defence Minister, senator
George Pearce — later Sir George.

Yours sincerely,

S.M. KELLOW
Mt, Lawley, W.A,
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Queensland M.L.A. Defends Crown

MONARCHISTS
URGED TO BE

MORE FORCEFUL

In an address in the Queensland State Parliament
on March 16, Liberal M.L.A. W.D. Hewitt offered
some positive comments in defence of the institution
of the Monarchy which deserve a much wider
audience:

The occasion of the visit of the Queen has once
again shown us the warmth and spontaneity that her
presence in the Australian community generates.
There is no discipline that forces people out into the
the streets to acknowledge her presence. They are
motivated solely by a great warmth, a feeling of
loyalty and an outpouring of empathy towards her.
We saw that during her recent visit to this State. We
are all most blessed that she has been able to occupy
this role for 25 years. She has filled it with great
distinction and honour.

Because she is with us once again her presence has
stimulated discussion on the establishment of a
republic in this nation and debate upon the advan-
tages and disadvantages of a republ?c. There have
been great rallies and many disputations, comments
and columns of print in the newspapers. The
culmination of it all was a rally in the Sydney Town
Hall where one of the principal speakers was the
journalist Donald Horne. 1 have no objection whatso-
ever to this activity. We live in an age where nothing
is taken for granted and all things are b.rought under
critical scrutiny and review. Indeed, it is part of the
Liberal philosophy itself, which says that there will
be discussion, argument and dispute so that all things
can be considered and all points of v1ew.entertamed.
But having said that I have no objection to those
rallies taking place, I argue strongly with the propo-
sitions that somehow or other the monarchy is now
redundant, that it has no relevance or gppeal and that
it should be replaced with a presidential system. To
suggest that it has no appeal is to close one’s eyes to
the spontaneous response that the presence of the
Monarch in our country brings about.
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I am concerned that the republicans are expressing
their viewpoint forcefully whereas those who support
the monarchal system are not likewise supporting
their viewpoint, and we are being beaten in the
market-place. It is important that we get out in the
market- place and defend the monarchal system not
on the basis of sheer sentiment or pomp and pagean-
try, but on the very important place that it commands
in the political fabric of this nation. In an increasingly
materialistic and cynical world, in personal terms I
value very much the tradition, the pageantry and the
pomp which are part of the monarchal system. I have
no objection to them whatsoever, and long may they
be sustained. Indeed the Americans, in particular,
look at our monarchal system with a sense of envy.
All the things they produce when they install their
head of State every four years in no sense can touch
it, and in no sense can they touch the greater
meaning of the monarchal system. But it is not good
enough merely to defend the monarchy on the basis
of sentiment, pomp, pageantry or tradition. If we
go out into the market-place and defend it, we must
do so on the basis of the very real value it is to us
and the great safeguard it is to the many traditions
that we adhere to very strongly. I would put it to the
Assembly today that the strengths of the monarchy
firstly are the reserve powers that are resident in it
and, secondly, the ultimate powers that it denies to
others. They are terribly important.

RESERVE POWERS

For hundreds of years great scholars have argued
about and debated the reserve powers of the mon-
archy. Indeed, even in these advanced years of the
20th Century no clear definition has emerged. People
are still uncertain about the extent of the reserve
powers, and it is probably not a bad thing that an
exact definition has not been laid down. And it
probably should not be laid down.
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One of the most eminent scholars from the Left,
Dr. Evatt, in his book “The King and Dominion
Governors” dwelt long and hard upon this very
proposition. Dr. Evatt was the first to concede that
the residual powers were very real and that the powers
could in fact be invoked.

It is to the great credit of this nation that in 77
years of federation those powers have been invoked
on two occasions only. We all hope that they may
never have to be invoked, but we are strengthened in
the knowledge that they are there. What are some of
those reserve powers — if one might try to put them
down in very simplistic terms?

The first is the power to intrude on behalf of the
people. If the Monarch or her representative thinks
that the people’s interest must be protected and if
there are valid reasons why an intrusion must be
made, that power is there.

The second is the power to question the actions of
the Government. I suppose it is one of the niceties
of government that when the Governor meets his
advisers each week he does not automatically assent
to everything that is presented to him. As the ulti-
mate power in the State, he must be satisfied on the
documents that he is being asked to attest.

Thirdly, the Monarch or her representative main-
tains the integrity of the Constitution itself.

POWERS RESIDING IN A MONARCHY AND PRESIDENT

Those who argue for a republic claim a presidential
system is clearly superior. I suppose the best
example they cite to strengthen their case is that of
the United States of America, which by all tests that
could be applied is a great democracy. No-one
would suggest to the contrary. But even in the United
States of America the powers that reside in the
President alone are quite awesome. No-one would
like to think that in our form of government such
powers should reside in any one person. The Monarch
shares the powers; and there reside within the
Monarch certain powers of intrusion. She is in clear
distinction from the President of the United States.
Neither she nor any head of her Government comm-
ands the single awesome powers that the President of
the United States commands.

If we want to look at other presidential systems,
we should recall that a president is not removed from
but is part of the political fabric. Surely to goodness
the worst example we could cite is the recent episode
in the sub-continent of India, where with the con-
nivance of the President of the day constitutional
processes were totally suspended and the constitution
was pushed totally aside. That was made possible
because the President was part of and indeed a
creature of the political system. The Monarch, on
the other hand, is not part of or a creature of the
political system; she stands quite aside from it.
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Lot me relate some of the fundamental principles
of our own domestic situation. We are governed by
the provisions of the Constitution Act, which lays
down the procedures of this House and determines
the life of the Parliament itself. Suppose some
autocratic Government decided that the life of the
Parliament should be extended and that elections
should not take place or should be delayed indefin-
itely. To whom would the people have recourse?
The only person in this State to whom they could
have recourse is the guardian of the State Constitution
Act — the Governor, acting on behalf of the Queen.
It is those powers, which are all-important, that
justify the monarchal system.

3 YEAR TERM NOT GUARANTEED

There are those who labour under the false impres-
sion that Parliaments are elected for three years and
that they should enjoy an unqualified guarantee that
they will serve those three years. Nothing could be
further from the truth. The only principle that the
Australian Constitution or indeed our own Constitu-
tion Act lays down is that the maximum life of a
Parliament will be three years. There is a world of
difference between that and a guaranteed life of three
years. For any number of reasons the life of a
Parliament and a Government can be terminated.
Labor theorists should look at the life of the Gair
Government, which was elected in 1956 with a very
healthy majority and only some 12 months later the
assurance of three years meant nothing. About 12
months after its election that Government was defeat-
ed in this Chamber and despatched to oblivion. I
remind the House that that happened 10 years ago
this coming August; we approach our 20th anniver-
sary.

With the Monarch on our shores it is timely to
think well of these important considerations and
recognise that the monarchy has never been an
irrelevancy, certainly is not outdated or outmoded
and commands an important part in the constitutional
life of this nation. While those residual powers are
there, and while she has the authority to exercise
them, we all sleep a little sounder and we are all
aware of the fact that no other person can take these
powers away. 1 repeat that the great strengths of the
monarchy are those powers that reside in her and

thgse powers which, in consequence, are denied to
others.

Queepsland readers in particular should see that
Mr. Hewitt’s observations are widely publicised. This
refreshing viewpoint from a parliamentarian deserves
at least a congratulatory letter to Mr. Hewitt, (Editor)
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LOBD Thou knowest better than I

¢ Rnow myself that I am growing
older and will some day be old. Keep me _from the
Satal habit of thinking I must say something on
every subject and on every occasion. Release me
Jrom craving to straighten out everybody’s affairs,
Make me thoughtful but not moody: helpful but
not bossy. With my vast store of wisdom, it scems
a pity not to use it all, but Thou Rnowest, Lord,
that I want a_few friends at the end.
Keep my mind free from the recital of endless
details; give me wings to get to the point. Seal
my (ips on my aches and pains. They are increasing
and love of rehearsing them is becoming sweeter
as the years go by. I dare not ask for grace enough
to enjoy the tales of others’ pains, but help me
to endure them with patience.
I dare not asﬁfor improved memory, but fora
growing Aumility and a lessening cocRsurencss
when my memory seems to clash with the memories
of othiers. Teach me the glorious (esson that=
occasionally I may be mistaken.
Keep me reasonably sweet; I do not want to be a
Saint—some gftﬁem arc so hard to (ive with —
but a sour old person is one of the crowning
worRs of the Devil. Give me the ab'i-fi'ty to see
good things in unexpected places, and talents
in unexpected people. And give me, O Lord; the
grace to tell them so.

AMEN

GGG =
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“] commend the newest initiative of the Australian
Heritage Society — “A Queen Speaks to Her People”.

It is a significant contribution to Her Majesty’s Silver
Jubilee and is deserving of wide dissemination and sub-
stantial praise”.

J. Bjelke-Petersen

This latest publication by The Australian Heritage
Society features all of the traditional Christmas messages
to the Commonwealth by Queen Elizabeth.

As well as a valuable source of reference this publication
is g fitting tribute o Her Majesty as the year of her Silver
Jubilee draws to a close.

Orders are being taken now. We suggest that this book
be in every library and recommend it as a suitable Christmas

gift.

1 copy $1.20 posted
10 copies 10.50 posted
20 copies 17.50 posted

Printed and Published by The Australian Heritage Society.







