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Tampering with our
Constitution

The Constitutional Convention held in Perth last
July ended on a flat note as have previous conventions.
A great deal of taxpayers’ money was wasted on
sending representatives from each State only to be told
by advocates of a Republican Australia that our
Constitution should be kept under review and brought
up to date.

The Governor-General, Sir Zelman Cowan was of
the opinion that a certain amount of “remaking”
of the Constitution was necessary. But in order to
remake anything you must first disassemble or pull-
down the original strucutre and this is where Australians
should be on guard.

HIDDEN AIMS

Three main aims were foremost in the minds of
those republicans attending the conference. How to
gradually abolish the Senate. Stripping the Governor-
General of his power to dissolve parliament, and how
to skirt around our Constitutional safeguards without
consulting Australians through a referendum. We must
never be hoodwinked into believing that changing the
Constitution is for the good of the people when it is
enthusiastically advocated by power-hungry govern-
ments of any shade.

OUR FOREFATHERS
The constitution was drafted by men of far
greater wisdom and vision than those occupying
Canberra today. Principles of human association, i.e.
government, don’t change like the wind. Our fore-
fathers were well aware of their intentions when they
included checks and counter-checks on men in power.

&

RENEWING SUBSCRIPTIONS

Our Secretary wishes to draw attention to
LATE PAYERS of subscriptions. As the
Heritage Society is unable to bear the enormous
costs of reminder notices please ensure that
your subscription is renewed when the .F IRS:I‘
REMINDER is posted. Your cooperation will
be greatly appreciated.

New Heritage Stickers

Enclosed with this issue is a sample of our
new bumper sticker. The material and inks
are of a superior nature and each sticker has a
lifespan of at least 12 months. Details of sale
are contained within. Please use the convenient
form enclosed when placing your order.

Discount for Students

The growing demand for “Heritage” from
schools and individual students is such that we
are now offering a yearly subscription at a
special reduced rate of $4.50 per year (a saving
of $1.50).

BULK PRICES

This edition of “Heritage” is available at the
following bulk prices:

10 copies $10.00 (posted)

20 copies $15.00 (posted)

50 copies $25.00 (posted)

Groups and organisations may care to take
advantage of these reduced rates.
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Views on

“HERITAGE”

Sir,

Thank you for the June/August copy of “Heritage”
which I have read with more than usual interest.
The variety of subjects covered and the even
tempered expression of views by your contributors
who had a message to convey are most impressive.
I would like to think that “A Father’s Prayer”
could find a place in every home.

All issues were relevant to the Australian way of
life and deserve a wider audience in the interests
of developing a cohesive society. They bore a
definite Australian viewpoint whilst acknowledging
sound social values and traditions derived from the
United Kingdom as part ot our heritage.

I feel however, you have a problem in persuading
many new Australians to accept the cultural
pattern and social values which your Society
expouses. Until common ground can be established
with them there may be a disposition for this
minority to support movements towards a Republic
and other diverse issues. There is an urgent need
to integrate these citizens into our Australian
society if we are to overcome subversive elements
in the community.

In summary, this issue of the journal strikes me as
a good exercise in constructive thought and nation
building.

SIR VALSTON E. HANCOCK, Perth.

YOUR LETTERS

Call to scrap
metrics

Sir,

I read with much interest the articles on
metrication and decimals, in the June issue of
“Heritage".

I have never ceased to wonder why the
metric system was foisted, unnecessarily, and
at great expense, on an unsuspecting public.
A case of take it and like it! An outstanding
example of political arrogance.

Citizens were quite happy with the old
system of weights and measures, There were
no complaints, Everything worked satisfactorily
with the heavy construction industry engaged
in railroad and mine installations, mining for

gﬁld and other minerals, and industries gener-
y.

Now, people are bewildered, confused, irri-
tated and frustrated by the many odd and
strange symbols confronting them in their
daily lives. They refuse to be bulldozed into
the metric system, and cling tenaciously to the
old British system that has served them, and
their forefathers, so well. And politicians
should remember ‘that a bad law — is no law.’

We are a free, independent and democratic
people, living in a country developed by our
forebears, and taught by them that Jack is as
good as his master. We are sick and tired of
“Big Brother” telling us what is good for us,
having unwanted legislation rammed down our
throats,

Even at this late hour the government should
either scrap the metric system or, at least,
introduce a dual system. By doing so, politi-
cians may, to some extent, engender respect
for their office as servants, not masters, of a
sadly disillusioned and cynical people.

S.M, KELLOW, W.A.
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Country Fire Brigade, For well over a hundred years
resourceful men — and their women — used the
green branch, the wet bag and firebreaks to meet the
“Red Devil”, They did not see themselves as
“volunteers”, but as men challenged by a crisis
which they had to meet, Tremendous feats were
performed saving lives and properties with little
more than the resourcefulness ot the Australian
countryman, When a community was threatened,
every able-bodied man rallied. But with comparatively
primitive means for dealing with fires, even large
bodies of men could only on occasions hold limited
fronts. As Lawson wrote in his “Fire at Ross’s Farm™;

“One Christmas time, when months of drought
had parched the Western creeks;

The bushfires started in the north

And travelled south for weeks.”

A farm could be saved, but nothing could be done
to halt the main fire from rearing onwards. Tt is
surprising that more major fires were not experienced
in the earlier days of developing Victoria. The
situation had always been better in the towns, where
there was usually an adequate water supply and
enough men to man the bucket brigades. The former
Chief Officer of the Victorian Country Fire Brigades
Board, Lieut.-Col. T. Marshall, has provided in his
memoirs a graphic account of how the bucket-
brigade worked: ‘“‘When fire occurred ..... long lines
of men, stretching from the nearest tank, dam or
waterhole to the fire, passed buckets hand to hand....”
Later developments, including the introduction of
the Hose and Reel, followed as reticulated water
supplies were introduced.

The Anzac Spirit

The Country Fire Brigades Board was formed
in 1891 for the purpose of administering the volunteer
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urban fire brigades.
and relatively much better equipped and organised

But these were town brigades

than the bush brigades. The first major step to
properly organise the bush brigades came after the
disastrous 1926 Victorian fires, They consisted
entirely of volunteers. Private donations provided
most of the funds. Here was the authentic spirit of
traditional rural Australia. The Royai Commission
established following the 1939 fires commented:

“The matter needs no further argument than the
statement of fact that one duly-constituted bush fire-
fighting body, which, by voluntary effort, has yearly
protected public and private property of great value,
has {in the past ten years) received State assistance .....
at the rate of less than —one pound ten shillings per
week,”

The Commissioner obscrved that in a crisis the
Australian volunteer firefighter is prepared to forget
regulations which may be hindering required inmed-
iate action. This was the spirit of the Anzacs. The
Fire Brigades Act restricted Country Fire Brigades to
specific areas, but, as the Commissioner said, “.....
being like the bush brigades largely manned by
volunteers they have done pood service outside the
restricted areas defined by their statutes,”

It was in 1944 that the new Fire Authority took
over all the machinery of the old Country Fire
Brigades Board, including staff, machinery, brigades
and volunteers, There were also 727 Bush Fire
Brigades. It was confidently anticipated that with
the States providing funds and permanent officers
for administration, there would be greater efficiency
in achieving the stated purpose of the establishiment
of the Country Fire Authority. *“For the more
effective control of the prevention and suppression of
fires in the country areas of Victoria.” But there
were initial problems, the major one being the very
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ENGLAND TO AUSTRALIA

On December 10, 1919, after a gruelling
and hazardous 27-day flight from Hounslow,
near London, a Vickers Vimy biplane flew
in from the Timor Sea and landed at Darwin’s
Fanny Bay aerodrome—the first aeroplane to
fly from England to Australia.

The crew of the Vimy were Captain Ross
Smith, M.C., D.F.C., who was the pilot and
leader, Lieutenant Keith Smith, the navigator
and co-pilot; and Sergeants J. M. Bennett,
M.S.M. and W. H. Shiers, who were air
mechanics.

With the most primitive navigational aids,
no wireless, and only the sketchiest meteor-
ological information to help them with their
flight plans, the crew of the Vimy had
brought their big plane half-way around the
world through extreme hazards to win a
£10,000 prize offered by the Australian
Government for the first Australians to fly
from England to Australia in less than 30
days.

The Vimy, which Vickers had entered in
the competition after some initial misgivings,
was an ordinary Standard Vickers bomber.
similar to the one in which Alcock and
Brown had already flown the Atantic. It
was modified only to the extent that it was
fitted with an extra fuel tank to give it an
endurance of 13 hours in the air at a cruising

speed of 80 m.p.h.

It was powered by two Rolls Royce
Eagle VIII engines each of 360 horsepower.
The wing span was a little over 67 feet and
the total loaded weight was six and a half
tons.

The flight began on the snowy morning of
November 12, 1919, when the Smith brothers
and their crew climbed into the big bomber’s
open cockpit at Hounslow aerodrome anfl
took off for Lyons on the first stage of their
long journey.

The route chosen would take them through
France, Italy, Crete, Egypt, Palestine, Meso-
potamia, Persia, India, Burma, Siam, Malaya
and the Dutch East Indies to Darwin.
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The navigation aids consisted of an Admir-
alty compass, a ground speed and drift
indicator and, to quote Ross Smith’s own
account for the flight, “their own flying
experience”’.

The weather forecast as they set out on
that November morning could scarcely have
been morc ominous: Class V or totally
unfit for flying.

Small wonder that Ross Smith wryly
interpreted the Vimy's identification letters
(G-EAOU) to mean “God ’Elp All of Us”.

But confidence and high spirits abounded
as the Vimy swept over the coast of England
at 90 m.p.h. The early morning murk over
Hounslow had cleared and the weather over
the channel was glorious with no hint in the
blue sky and the sparkling sea of the Class V
flying conditions they had been warned about.

Over the coast of France the weather
suddenly deteriorated and Ross Smith was
dismayed to see that unbroken cloud stretched
to the horizon. Soon the Vimy was flying
through sleet and snow.

As the cold penetrated to the fliers’ very
bones until Ross Smith’s limbs were so numb
that he could hardly control the machine he
recorded miserably—"“This sort of flying is
a rotten game. The cold is hell. I am a silly ass
for ever having embarked on the flight”.

But when, with their situation becoming
desperate, they let down through a hole in
the snow clouds, they found themselves dead
on track—a wonderful tribute to Keith Smith’s
dead reckoning navigation—only 40 miles
from Lyons.

“We forgot the snow, the cold, the gloom;

everything grew bright and warm with the
flame of hope and success”, Ross Smith wrote.

Soon they reached Lyons and landed.

The Hounslow-Lyons stage was the hardest
of the whole flight. They had flown 510
miles on a day officially reported unfit for all
flying.

The worst was behind them—but the rest
of the flight was packed with incident and
drama.

At Pisa they lost a day when the Vimy was
bogged. Finally they got into the air with
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... instead of dispensing with the Monarchy, why not make it work for us?

The Importance of the
Third Tier

How many people endorsed the words of Adelaide journalist Stewart Cockburn, when he said, “when a
politician feels himself powerful enough to sack a police commissioner as decent as Harold Salisbury, I start to

feel a bit scared.” (The Advertiser 20/1/78).

Large numbers of South Australians demonstrated this fear as they gave support on an unprecedented scale, to

Mr. Salisbury.

Is such fear justified? For the answer to this
question we can only turn to our East European
migrants. People who have lived under totalitarian
governments say, “Be vigilant. Don’t trust Big
Brother.”

Instinctively we do distrust an all-powerful govern-
ment, but an all-powerful chief- of-police would be
equally dangerous. In totalitarian countries, the head
of state and the police chief usually present a united
front, and there is no opportunity for appeal to a
higher authority.

SAFE POWER
It has been truly said that power in many hands
is power in safe hands. Our parliamentary system
was designed to divide power so that it is not con-
centrated in the hands of a few. Unfortunately,
highly disciplined political parties make it impossible
for us to take full advantage of the checks and
balances with which the founding fathers sought to
protect us. The upper house is increasingly controlled
by the party machine and will eventually lose its
value as a house of review. Is there nowhere that we
can turn for help in the event of unfair or unwise
laws? Sometimes it seems that the ordinary citizen
is at the mercy of Big Government.
However we do have what could be a great asset.
if used in the correct way. That is the Monarch or
her representative.

Unless we require her presence at important social
functions, we completely ignore the Queen. Support-
ers of a republican form of government claim that the
monarchy is useless and out of date. True, the Queen
and her representatives, merely sign the bills which
are passed in parliament. By custom, though not by
la_w, they cannot refuse to sign bills with which they
disagree. This gives the impression that the crown is
an expensive luxury which we can ill afford.
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QUEEN’S ASSENT

Is this correct? Instead of dispensing with the

Monarchy, why not make it work for us?
Section 58 of the Australian Constitution reads,
“When a proposed law passed by both Houses of
Parliament is presented to the Governor-General for
the Queen’s assent, he shall declare, according to his
discretion, but subject to this Constitution, that he
assents in the Queen’s name, or that he withholds
assent, or that he reserves the law for the Queen’s
pleasure.

The Governor-General may return to the House in
which it originated any proposed law so presented to
him, and may transmit therewith any amendments
which he may recommend, and the Houses may deal
with the recommendation.”

Why not encourage the Queen (or her representa-
tive) to use this option, and refuse to sign bills which
she considers to be against the best interests of her
people. This would not make her a dictator. It
would mean that controversial bills were given the
utmost consideration. People would have time to
state their objections and those who felt strongly on
an issue could petition the Queen.

It may be thought that the exercising of this
power, by the monarch, would result in the delay of
necessary legislation, but it is possible that we already
have too many laws, During each session of Parlia-
ment, much new legislation is added to the Statute
books, and laws are seldom repealed. Anything which
holds up the passage of suspect bills could be an
advantage, and should be encouraged.

THE THIRD TIER

The divine right of kings has been replaced by the
divine right of governments. Once elected, it is
assumed that they have a mandate to do as they
please for the next three years. Supposing that at
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FREEDOM AND
RESPONSIBILITY

by Jeanette Wallis

Today perhaps as never before, people equate freedom with licence. An ever-expanding element in our society,
disenchanted with the state of the world, is opting out to search for a better alternative, or make one.

But this is simply chasing illusions, for we can
never be free of constraints. Indeed, not all con-
straints inhibit freedom.

Clearly, there is a great need for that world to be
gieﬁned. Until we know what it is, and what it is not,
it is impossible to either value freedom or preserve it.

When we function in a truly free manner, we
exercise our intellect and our integrity to choose the
right course of action. And the right action is that
which will not undermine or violate the freedom of
others, or damage our own well-being.

INDIVIDUAL LICENCE

Licence on the other hand, is an unenlightened
condition in which the individual or the group seeks
to gain momentary gratification regardless of the
consequences of their actions, both for themselves
and for others.

Embodied in the concept of freedom is intelligence.

We must be able to discern when others are trying
to control us, and decide if that control (influence)
will be in the best interests of all. So, while we
should accept healthy discipline, and abide by laws
which uphold divine principles, we should oppose
actions which violate individuality and seek to impose
repressive restrictions on society as a whole, Com-
pulsion is a very poor second to enlightenment, and
when governments and pressure groups resort to

devious methods to control the population, in the
long term they damage themselves. Where there are
even a few dedicated individuals who cherish freedom,
and make it their business to know what is really
going on, no government mistake or deceit will
escape their scrutiny, and they will make it known,

PROTECTING FREEDOM

This is perhaps the crux of the issue. Once we
have an understanding of what freedom is, and if we
truly value it, we will regard it as our responsibility
to protect and possibly extend it.

Where there is a threat to freedom, we should not
surrender, but vigilantly uphold what we know 1s

right,

Where there has been a denial of freedom, we
should complain, until the situation is satisfactorily
resolved.

Democracy cannot function unless we become
intelligently informed, and notify our law makers of
our expectations. They are duty bound to fulfill their
responsibilities as our representatives, and if they fail
we should democratically remove them. That is our
moral and civic responsibility.

When we look to others to protect our freedom
we have already lost it. Qur obligation is to know the’
truth, and that knowledge and understanding will
make us free,

Australians
be vigilant!

Rouse yourselves Australians, before it is
too late, prepare to fight by word and
deed, lest serfdom be your fate, without
the power to move at will from job,
from place to place.

Remove the blinkers from your eyes,
beware the propaganda lies.

Freedom has been dearly bought, by
men who by their courage sought truth

and knowledge, liberty, for us, for free
Australia.

FRANCES ALLEN, Victorla
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N.S.W. BRANCH
TAKES THE

INITIATIVE

The Annual General Meeting of the N.S.W.
Branch of the Australian Heritage Society held
on 10th February, saw the unanimous re-elec-
tion of its President Mr. Roy Stuckey, O.B.E.
and Secretary, Mr. Colin Smith. Although
Mr. Stuckey was absent due to hospitalisation,
the Acting Chairman, Mr. Roy Gustard spoke
highly of the activities of the Branch during the
year. The Silver Jubilee Year was fruitful with
the active participation of executive and mem-
bers in distributing loyalty pledges, and
encouraging others to subscribe to the Society
and “Heritage” magazine. Mr. Roy Stuckey
has been prominent in addressing organisations
such as Rotary, Apex, and other service groups
which has given good publicity to the Society
and added numbers to the membership list.

Since the annual meeting there has been a
steady increase in membership. The Branch
having taken several initiatives in obtaining
subscribers to the Journal. Copies of “Heritage”
have been addressed to Doctors and Dentists
suggesting the journal be left in their reception
rooms. A careful eye has been kept on *“‘Letter
to the Editor” columns of newspapers and
correspondents forwarded a journal. Although
the “republicans” have been quiet on the issue
of attacking the Crown and our institutions,
the time is appropriate to do some “spade”
work in reminding the public that their freedom
is subject to the preservation of these institu-
tions. One executive = member found a
rewarding response to his offer of Heritage
magazines to the public during thc.a recent
Anzac Day procession. In short time his supply
of brochures and journals was exhausted. On
these national days an opportunity exists for
us to promote our heritage and careful thought
is being given to conducting a seminar on the
subject to correspond with either the Queen’s
birthday or Australia Day.

Well done N.S.W. By the number of new 'sub-
scriptions to our office your work is definitely

paying dividends. — EDITOR.
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Unsung

CANBERRA: Australia’s national song is not to be
sung — by order of the Government.

The Administrative Services Minister, Senator
Withers, issued the curious edict yesterday.

He said that though “Advance Australia Fair”
was called the national song it was really only a
national tune.

“It is a tune to be played and not a song to be
sung,” Senator Withers said.

He made the announcement in a press statement
headed “‘national song.”

Senator Withers also laid down guidelines for the
use of the national anthem, “God Save The Queen.”

They allow the anthem to be sung,

Senator Withers said the Government believed that
the anthem should be played at royal salutes for regal
and vice-regal personages, during defence force service
occasions, for loyal toasts and on occasions where
singing was appropriate.

“On all other occasions it would be left to the
organisers of the function to choose either ‘God Save
The Queen’ or ‘Advance Australia Fair’,” Senator
Withers said.

Voters chose *“Advance Australia Fair” as the
national song in a referendum on May 21 last year.

Senator Withers said that there were no official
words for the song,

The Government will record cassettes of the
national anthem and the national song, and these will
be issued through Federal politicians.

Schools and those eligible for the free issue of the
Australian flag can apply.

“WEST AUSTRALIAN" 11/4/78.

Mr. Fraser’s government has outdone even Mr.
Whitlam’s wildest dreams. Not only has today'’s
government succeeded in totally confusing the public
{not to mention the world) but we now have a
National Song without words. Why then call it a song
if it is in reality only a tune?

Mr. Whitlam couldn't have done better. But Mr.
Fraser isn't about to correct this ludicrous situation.

Almost every public gathering in Australia chooses
to play our traditional anthem ‘‘God Save The Queen”,
for to play otherwise would mean a silent and
befuddled audience.

For sanity’s sake let’s get this matter cleared up.
The Heritage Society had a 90% vote in favour of
“God Save The Queen” several years ago. That
percentage will have changed very little.

So, Mr, Fraser, what is it to be? A choice of a tune
without words — the words with no tune or the
people’s traditional and symbolic choice of *“‘God
Save The Queen'?

“Heritage” readers should write immediately to
Mr. Fraser and their local Federal M.P, and ask for a
clear decision on this outrageous battle of National
Anthem versus National Tune.
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THOUGHTS ON LEAVING SCHOOL

“Accept the challenge”’

The following address was delivered on Speech Night by
the Principal of Penrhos College, Perth, Dr. V. Horner, on
December Sth, 1977.

It has been frequently observed that we are living
in an age in which vast technological changes have
wrought widespread transformations in social and
cultural conditions. The upsets following in the wake
of such changes have eroded some cherished values of
the past and brought about conflicts and uncertainties
in others.

The effects of all this have generated feelings of
apprehension and instability. Some have sought a
sense of security by immersion in the group in an
attempt to regain their identity: others have rushed
headlong toward any doctrine or idealogy that offered
certitude and relief from the afflictions of the world.

This state of confusion has not left education
unscathed, yet all too frequently the uncertainties
and conflicts in the larger society are reflected in its
educational institutions and in their students.

GREAT VISIONS GONE

We no longer live in a day of heroes, but in a day
of the normal man. No longer is education concerned
with teaching students to emulate the great people of
the past. Gone are the days when the vision of
greatness was the incentive for learning, the days
when you hitched your wagon to a star.

Less than fifty years ago, pressure was placed upon
people to strive to achieve the ideal, unattainable
though it may be. People fell short of the ideal but
they knew it was there.

Today, things have changed. What a million
people think cannot be wrong! The norm has become
the statistical average and the pressures are upon each
one of us to conform — to conform to our group.
Then we’ll be accepted. We must not be the odd one
out. And so the “hero” or ideal has gone, to be
replaced by an idol — a singer, a pop group, a musician
an extremist. Such an idol belongs to a phantasy
dream world requiring nothing but limp identification.
And so we get the worship of the average and the
denigration of excellence. And standards fall. No one
must stand out above his fellows. In the long run
this is the way of dreary mediocrity. It is the cult of

the normal where excellence is despised and certainty
not encouraged.
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PERFECTION

I want the ideal restored; the hero to replace the
idol. I hope that those of you who leave Penrhos
tonight will see beyond current fashion, lest ideals are
sapped and what could be is lost. Strive for perfec-
tion, the attitude which has been lost and which
should be restored to ordinary living. This is my
challenge to you.

It has been said that if man’s wisdom had been as
great as his knowledge he would today be in the midst
of a “Golden Age”. Life is an adventure as rich in
discovery as a voyage to a new land or a flight to the
moon. There are hazards — and problems — but your
challenge is to be a part of the answer to the problems
of our community instead of a part of the problem.
Make thoughtfulness and helpfulness to others a guide
to more meaningful living,

Today we live in a world where nothing is had for
nothing. You have been fortunate to have had the
opportunity for a sound education, often given to
you through your parents’ sacrifice. This was their
wish for you — a good education to equip you for a
lifetime in society, using the skills you have learned
and the knowledge you have gained.

DIRECTING SERVICE

I would pass on to you the words of President
John F. Kennedy of the United States:

“My fellow countrymen, ask not what your coun-

try can do for you; ask what you can do for your

country. My fellow citizens of the world; ask not
what Australia can do for you, but what together
we can do for the ‘freedom of man™.

This is a positive approach, an aggressive approach
to living,

And s0 as you leave school to make your journey
through life an “adventure in service; use the educa-
tion you have received, the skills you have learned and
the wise counsel you have been given by your parents
and by your teachers, to make a better world, not
merely to earn a living,

Accept this challenge and this responsibility. Make
it a personal thing. As you take up the task;

May the wind be at your back; may the road rise
up to meet you; and may God keep you in the palm
of his hand,
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This is a code for parents as drawn up by
young law-breakers at a Correctional Centre;
related to the specific area where their own
parents had failed,

CODE
FOR

PARENTS

CHERITAGE" SEPT. 78 — NOV. 78.

2. Don’t get strung out from too much booze or too

3. Bug us a little, Be strict and consistent in dishing

4, Don’t blow your class, Keep the dignity of

5. Light a candle, Show us the way. Teli us God is

6. Be strong. Don’t be afraid of us. If you catch us

7. Cali our Bluff. Make it clear that you mean what

1. Keep cool. Don’t lose your temper in the
crunch. Keep the lid on when things go wrong.
Kids need the reassurance that comes from con-

trolled responses,

many pills, When we see our parents reaching for
those crutches we get the idea that nobody goes
out there alone, that it’s perfectly O.K, to go for a
bottle or a capsule when things get heavy. Remem-
ber your children are great imitators. We lose
respect for parents who tell us to behave one way
while ihey are behaving another way.

out discipline. It gives us a feeling of security to
know we've got some strong support under us,

parenthood. Stay on the pedestal. Your children
need someone to look up to. Don't try to dress,
dance or talk like your kids, You embarrass us and
you look ridiculous,

not dead, or sleeping, or on vacation. We need to
believe in something bigger and sironger than
ourselves.

lying, stealing or being cruel, get tough. Let us
know WHY what we did was wrong. Impress on us
the importance of not repeating such behaviour.
When we necd punishment, dish it out, But let us
know you siill love us, even though we have let
you down. It’ll make us think twice before we
make the same move again.

you say. Don't be wishy washy. Don’t comprom-
ise and don’t be intimidated by our threats to drop
out of school or leave home. Stand firm. It you
collapse we will know we beat you down and we
will not be happy about the “victory”. Kids don’t
want everything they ask for.

8. Be honest with us, Tell the truth no matter what.
Be straight about it. Tukewarm answers make us
uneasy. We can smell uncertainty a mile away.
This means being generous with praise. If you give
us kids a few compliments once in o while we will
be able to accept criticism more readily. We want
you to tell it like it is.

— From Concord Times, Magazine of the Concord Baptist
Church,
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