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WE TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY OF
THANKING THOSE SUPPORTERS AND
READERS WHO RESPONDED SO
GENEROUSLY TO OUR 1980
APPEAL FOR FUNDS

Facing the Machine Age
- with joy

The most destructive result of what we call
‘unemployment’ is that generations of young
Australians are socially demoralised in the prime
of their youth. The problems of a bitter, disgrun-
tled generation have far-reaching consequences
right through society. Almost every family in
Australia has felt the effects of the destructive
nature of unemployment.

Placing the blame on ‘the other bloke’ is a
full-time debate for political, industrial and lab-
our organisations and yet, amid all the wrangl-
ing, the situation keeps on getting worse!

DAVID THOMPSON'S article ‘A Legacy in
Mothballs’ is refreshing reading for those inter-
ested in examining this question from another as-
pect. Mr. Thompson's views deserve the widest
possible circulation.

SPECIAL FEATURE

In this issue we pay tribute to the pioneers
of Australia’s Wool Industry and in particular to
the unique role of the Merino sheep.

BARBARA TRELOAR'S special wool feat-
ure is the first of what we hope will be a series of
educational brochures. We recommend that our
readers use this special feature as their first step
in helping an industry which is a vital part of
Australia’s heritage.

By obtaining more copies of this issue of
HERITAGE, readers can distribute copies to
schools, rural organisations and similar bodies.

Depending on response, the Heritage Society
will run a special batch of Barbara Treloar’s wool
feature in booklet-form which will be made avail-
able to readers at a minimal cost. Anyone inter-
ested in obtaining supplies should contact the
Secretary in Western Australia.

HERITAGE BULLETIN

A further expansion of Heritage Society act-
ivity has taken the form of a bi-monthly news-
letter. Associate Members and readers have res-
ponded very favourably to this new initiative.

It is hoped members will support the Herit-
age Bulletin by sending suitable news and mat-
erial to share with others. Secretary, Mr. Ray
White hopes that the Bulletin will eventually
be used by supporters to take some type of act-
ion in defence of our heritage.

Its success will depend on YOUR support.

PLEASE NOTE THESE POSTAL
ADDRESSES

In order to facilitate the processing of
“Heritage” all editorial correspondence should
be addressed as shown below.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
NEWS ITEMS
STORIES AND ARTICLES

BOX 112, MAYLANDS
WESTERN AUSTRALIA 6051

SUBSCRIPTION ENQUIRIES
PAYMENTS
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If you are one of the 413,100 Australians without paid work
then you won‘t find any encouragement in the view that unemploy-
ment is a desirable result of modern technology.

DAVID THOMPSON is the young National Director of the New
Zealand League of Rights. His profound statements on the subject
of work and unemployment have given new heart to audiences in
Australia, New Zealand and now Canada, where Mr.Thompson
spoke during a recent visit.

David Thompson was first introduced to HERITAGE readers
when he contributed a special article in the second edition Sept.
Nov.1976. Since writing that brilliant analysis of a modern prob-
lem, Mr.Thompson has expanded his knowledge over the years,
culminating in the following address which he delivered in Tor-
onto, April 20th, 1980.

A

LEGACY

IN

Since many of the problems of young people in modern
society are related to their employment, or lack of it, it is
necessary to examine the production system itself. We must
decide what it is that we require from this system, and how
the policy of full employment contributes to achieving it.

The necessity to work for a liv-
ing has traditionally been regarded
as inevitable. The commencement
of the policy of full employment —
at least scriptually — dates from the
time that Adam and Eve were ex-
pelled from Eden. They were then
required to satisfy all their own
physical needs — the more urgent
being food, clothing and shelter —
in a hostile environment. This
necessity to labour has tradition-
ally been regarded as the *"curse
of Adam’. Nevertheless, although
regarded as a punishment and a
curse, work, or full employment
was regarded as preferable to a
state of worklessness. From this
position, sections of the Church
have gradually elevated the curse
into some sort of virtue. When the
necessity to labour for survival co-
incided with a measure of creativ-
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ity and craftsmanship, this atti-
tude was valid.

However, there have been periods in
the history of men when they have man-
aged to partially lift the “curse of
from their backs. The last two great
civilisations — the Roman and the Greek
— had been able to provide the aristoc-
racy with extensive free time; not with
the use of technical innovation and dev-
elopment of extremely advanced mech-
anical assistance which we enjoy, but
with the use of human slave labour. Both
these civilisations were noted for their
cultural developments — the Romans
particularly in the rule of law, and the
Greeks in the concept of liberty.

In the 12th and 13th centuries, our
own ancestors had managed to partially
lift the “curse”. As William Cobbett des-
cribes conditions in rural Britain, at this
time a man could provide for his family
in 16 working weeks of the year. One
hundred and fifty ‘holy’ days were ob-
served — over one third of the year! The

T
Veals, Onhey, O ey
B

MOTHBALLS

British provided their own buildings, clo-
thing and food from local materials with
the use of their own craftsmanship and
an efficient division of labour. But the
most important aspect is the manner in
which they used their time AFTER they
had catered for their material needs. This
was the period in time when many of the
remarkable Cathedrals were built —
mostly without financial payment — by
the craftsmen, architects, tradesmen and
labourers. These glorious buildings,
which for the most part we are incap-
able of reproducing today, remain as a
monument to our ancestors’ ability to
develop in the cultural areas. It was also
in this period of time when the British
began to construct the mechanisms for
governing the social side of their lives —
and lay the foundations upon which the
‘Westminster’ style of government was
based. The system of trial by jury was
established, as was the sherriff system,
and it was in 1215 that the British, with
the assistance of their military and the
leadership of the Christian Church, be-
gan to limit the powers of government.
Today, we of the Commonwealth of Na-
tions inherit these techniques of law and
government, and the Great Charta which
the King was forced to sign is still, at
least in part, the basis for our *‘common
law"’,






























The Merino sheep is part of our
country’s heritage. From the
moment the fleeces cream away
from the shears onto the board,
wool provides employment and a
decent living for hundreds and
thousands of people in a variety of
occupations and enterprises involv-
ed in the intricate chain which
takes wool from the sheep’s back
to the department store. It is en-
tirely possible that as long as it re-
mains an intrinsic part of Austral-
ian life, our nation will be spared
the terrible privations currently
ravaging half the world’s populance
today.

Those who have an eye to see
and an ear to hear will heed John
Leake's words echoing down the
years . . . expressing great anxiety
for the safety of our sheep...
they are a valuable property and
if we should lose them it would
strike at our very comforts here.”
John Leake’s words are as rele-
vant to our nation today as they
were to his family in 1823. H

REFERENCES:
Australia in the War of 1939—45 War
Economy by S.J. Butlin.

The Baron of the Frontiers by E.M.
Yelland.

The Merino, Past, Present and Prob-
able by H.B. Austin.

His Majesty’s Spanish Flock by H.B.
Carter,

The Australian Merino (I956) produced
by Oswald L. Ziegler for the N.S.W.
Sheepbreeders’ Association.

Industry in Australia — Sheep and Wool
by W.R. Land.

Evolution of the Australian Merino
(1936) by E.W. Cox.

Movement of the Merino in Australia during its development.
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TABLE 15. ESTIMATED WORLD PRODUCTION OF RAW WOOL *

('000 tonnes greasy basis)
Proportion
of total
Country 1972-73 1973-74 1974-75 1975-76 1976-77 1977-78 p 1977-78
Five major exporting countries —
Argentina 177 180 184 188 176 175 7.0
Australia 735 701 794 754 703 677 27.0
New Zealand 309 285 294 312 303 312 124
South Africa 107 105 108 108 103 105 4.2
Uruguay 60 60 62 62 63 58 2.3
Other countries —
Brazil 33 34 34 35 35 35 1.4
China (excl. Taiwan Province) (a) 80 81 82 82 82 82 3.3
India 35 35 35 35 35 35 1.4
Iran 29 27 28 28 28 28 1.1
Turkey 50 52 52 53 54 54 2.2
United Kingdom 48 49 50 49 48 46 1.8
United States of America 80 72 65 59 53 51 2.0
U.S.S.R. 420 433 462 467 436 458 18.3
Other countries 359 369 369 384 389 391 15.6
Total —
Greasy basis 2,522 2,483 2619 2,616 2,508 2,507 160.0
Clean equivalent 1,457 1,432 1,511 1,510 1,446 1,445 .
(a) China, Tibet and Outer Mongolia.
TABLE 16. ESTIMATED WORLD CONSUMPTION OF RAW WOOL BY THE WOOL TEXTILE INDUSTRY
(000 tonnes clean equivalent)
Proportion
of total
Country 1972 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 p 1977
Argentina 36 30 32 32 32 37 2.6
Australia 32 32 26 18 27 27 1.9
Belgium 31 23 20 25 32 31 22
France 146 117 105 107 125 117 8.1
Ge;many’ Federal Republic of 77 54 38 55 66 61 4.2
lialy 103 92 86 89 119 114 7.9
Japan 181 186 117 133 157 132 9.2
S - % 25 2 % 2 2 1.6
T‘;rkey 32 29 29 32 1 3 2.2
3 111 120 113 1.
United Kingdom o 1:'71 lix 48 53 41 32
United States of America % 499 498 485 506 35.1
U.S.S.R., China and Eastern Europe (a) 469 471 ’
Other 198 189 179 203 221 200 13.9
Total 1,578 1,452 1,307 1,375 1,494 1,440 100.0

(a) Comprises U.S.S.R, Poland Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Romania, Bulgaria, East Germany, China and Dependencies but excludes the

Province of Taiwan.

* Wool Statistics Australia 1977-78. Catalogue No. 7212.0
Australian Bureau of Statlstics, Canberra.
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VI OVERSEAS TRADE +

TABLE 11. EXPORTS OF RAW WOOL ACCORDING TO PRINCIPAL COUNTRIES OF CONSIGNMENT

) Actual weight (°000 tonnes) Value f.0.b. ($m)
Country of consignment 1975-76 1976-77 1977-78 p 1975-76 1976-77 1977-78 p
GREASY WOOL
Belgium-Luxembourg 18.6 22.8 19.6 228 349 34.8
France 61.4 534 34.7 65.3 85.6 61.9
Germany, Federal Republic of 41.9 38.5 40.0 ' 62.9 727 724
Italy . 54.0 . 56.1 33.6 73.7 102.8 65.7
Japan 198.4 208.3 145.1 299.2 384.1 287.2
Korea, Republic of 11.6 16.1 17.2 20.3 33.8 37.8
Poland 17.3 24.2 19.1 25.1 48.5 38.3
U.S.S.R. 579 89.1 79.5 88.6 190.6 169.7
United Kingdom 18.9 28.6 13.5 26.3 51.9 27.6
Other countries 103.3 138.3 91.4 158.1 271.5 198.0
Total 583.3 675.4 493.6 8423 1,276.4 993.4

SCOURED AND CARBONISED WOOLS

Germany, Federal liepublic of 3.7 5.1 3.9 6.4 13.3 11.2
Iran 1.9 1.0 0.7 3.7 2.6 1.9
Italy 5.9 6.3 5.5 11.6 19.3 18.9
Japan 10.1 16.5 15.2 264 52.8 542
Korea, Republic of 29 4.5 3.9 7.1 16.6 12.7
" U.S.S.R 29 - - 5.0 - -
United Kingdom 3.8 5.6 3.9 6.4 13.9 11.1
US.A. 6.1 6.0 5.4 16.4 174 14.1
Other countries 6.9 6.8 6.0 13.6 15.1 18.8
Total (a) 45.0 53.2 45.9 920 153.9 146.6

(a) Includes washed and scoured wools (skin and boiled), not included in countries of consignment above.

Australlan Wool Corporation press release of April 4, 1979 Indicates that International Wool Secretariat total expenditure in
respect of the U.S.S.R. over the past 10 years has been less than $1 million.

+ Wool Statistics Australla 1977-78. Catalogue No, 7212.0
Australian Bureau of Statistics Canberra.

SUMMARY OF THE SHEEP BOUGHT BY JOHN MACARTHUR AT THE FIRST
PUBLIC AUCTION SALE OF HIS MAJESTY'S SPANISH FLOCK, 1804,

g

3 Lot S Age Price Fleece Weights -1b,
; © o & £ s, d, Greasyt Washed Cleany
T I. Ram Shearling 6 I5 O 4.72 3.25 2.26
> 6. Ram Shearling II 0 O - - .
2 II. Ram Shearling I5 I5 O 5.45 3.75 2,62
S I3. Rem Shearling I6 16 O 4.72 3.25 2.26
9 I5. Ram Shearling 2y 2 0 6.89 4.75 3.30
z o 22, Ram Shearling 22 I O  6.I5 4.25 2,96
r f 30, Ram  4-toothed 28 7 O 9,42 6 .
7, '50 4.52
[ 33. Bwe  Aged 8 8 o - - —
Zz 3 aI. BEwe  Aged II II 0 - - -
% 2 45. Ewe Aged 6__6_ o« - - _—
@ &

E TOTAL SUN £I50 I O

5 _________ -—

b3 *Bought by Hullett as dummy for John Macarthur,

g t+Estimated from washed weights by an arbitrary figure derived

from the values found with the Royal flock,
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AUSTRALIAN WOOL OVERSEAS 260,000 BALES

o y Netheriand
&5 100,000

Belgium 39,000
Germany 31,0600

( AWC stocks, April 1978)
( Does not include 25,000 bales at Tacoma)USA. © !é

Although AWC wool stockpiles have been reduced, current figures are not available to the auth-
or at time of going to press.

Ssssen Av. Price Aml.oimeney Av Gressyprice 39/40 24 98 810 203
porNio req'd tedayto intoday's money 1940/4) 24 69 78 194
(gressy)  tuy what $1 .4'142 2509 730 183
wouid have 42743, 873 690 198
T camn W w2 ok e
] 4
1907/08 1528 14 50 b4l 1945/46 28 :g g 3 :g;
08/09 1520 1520 230 46/47 4500 660 296
09/10 1774 1470 261 47/48 7258 610 448
1910/11 16 60 1470 244 48749 88 32 560 491
112 15% 1330 207 49/50 11638 510 5%
12/13 1113 1350 240 1950/51 264 9% 400 1070
13/14 17175 1270 225 51/52 13305 39 515
14715 1638 1150 188 52/93 150 29 340 510
1915716 21.03 11 00 2N 53754 149 74 330 49
16/17  a/a 10 10 54755 13023 330 425
17/18  n/a 9 50 1955/56 112 94 320 360
18719  n/a 910 . 56/57 146 4 300 43
19/20 n/a 780 . 57/58 11473 300 340
1920: 21 2167 810 175 58/59 89 22 300 265
2 297 850 195 59/60 106 15 280 300
22/23 3994 810 32 1960/61 95 64 275 8
23/24 43 52 8.00 348 61/62 99 45 2715 M
24725 49.52 780 387 62/63 108 3 270 22
1925/26 30.29 790 239 63/64 12804 260 332
26727 3088 790 244 64/65 105.45 255 287
27728 3583 780 278 1965/66 110.41 245 72
28/29 3020 770 232 66767 |0‘-46_ 210 249
20/%0 1889 850 169 67/68 9204 230 213
1930/31 1581 940 149 68/69 8 48 285
31732 1554 020 199 €9/76 8278 215 18
, 165 1970/71 64 68 205 132
32/33 1603 030
m 2912 10 00 291 nme 15.25 190 14
W% 1790 gn 174 72173 183.77 175
7374 181.66 15 2n
35/3 253 930 239
66 74/75 126.5% 130 164
36/37 3031 8 80 2
1975776 142.91 112 6!
3w 297 860 198 7 1100 170
3839 1909 840 160 76777 170.00 is3y

PURCHASING POWER DIMINISHES WITH INFLATION
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200TH
BIRTHDAY
SYMBOL

On the morning of January 26th 1788, a Bri-
tish naval officer, Captain Arthur Phillip ordered
a flagstaff erected on the shores of Sydney Cove.
In the afternoon, Phillip and his officers rowed
ashore where the Union Jack was hoisted, toasts
were drunk, volleys of muskets fired and three
hearty cheers were sounded. The colonisation of
Australia had begun.

Almost 200 years later we are now gearing-up
for what will be known as The Australian Bicen-
tennial Celebrations, The Commonwealth govern-
ment has displayed much far-sightedness by the
setting up of the Australian Bicentennial Author-
ity and running a design competition for a suit-
able bicentennial symbol.

On October 11th 1979 the winning design was
officially announced and the first prize of $1000
was awarded to Canberra resident Mr.B. Radke.
The competition attracted more than 5000 en-
tries from throughout Australia.

The winning symbol is reproduced above in
black and white — although the abstract map of
Australia is to be in a shaded yellow and gold,
giving the appearance of a bright, glittering, met-
allic map. ) o

Overall, the symbaol has certain characteristics
which make it appealing, the mast ngticeab'le
being its simplicity. But many Australians WI.”
probably object to the fact that the symbol is
not easily recognisable as being Australian. No
red. white or blue. No Southern Cross, no Un-
ionr.Jack, in fact nothing to give the symbol a
distinctive Australian touch.

As Australia moves closer to 1988, no doubt
we will see and hear a lot more about out 200th

birthday celebrations.

Readers wanting more informatioh can contact:

The Australian Bicentenniat Authority ,

9th Floor,

Commonwealth Government Centre,
Chifley Square,

SYDNEY N.S.W. 2000

LN NS A
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CELEBRATIONS

Australia’s bicentenary should be see not only as a
birthday party but as an opportunity for national stock-
taking, the general manager of the bicentennial authority,
Dr. David Armstrong said yesterday.

It presented a unique opportunity for Australians to
dedicate themselves to the immense task of solving the
nation’s problems,

These included _racism, materialism, lack of national
pride, widespread inequalities of opportunity, pollution
and ignorance of the past.

“If we have the imagination and determination, the
bicentenary can be the focus for a massive national pro-
gramme of social and community development,” he said.

Dr. Armstrong was speaking on the Guest of Honour
programme on ABC radio,

The Australian Bicentennial Authority was established
as an independent company earlier this year to co-
ordinate the nationwide, yearlong programme of celebrat-
ions in 1988, the 200th anniversary of the arrival of the
First Fleet.

FIVE LAY ERS

Dr. Armstrong said that the programme could consist
of five layers of activity relating to:

— Existing annual events {conferences, festivals, sporting
events).

— Building projects {animal sanctuaries, sporting com-
plexes, museum extensions).

— Fun and games (street parties, homecoming weeks,
historic re-enactments, beard-growing contests).

— National events to generate and maintain national and
international interest {the opening of the new Parlia-
ment House, a visit by a fleet of squareriggers}.

— A broad educational and cultural programme to help
Australians better understand their origins and goals.
The last was the most important, Dr. Armstrong said.
Simply put, the authority's objective for the bicent-

enary was the discovery of a national identity, a national

purpose and a new pride. .

The authority would wetcome comment and advice on

the theme of the celebrations.
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PROFILE

A
GREAT

AUSTRALIAN

JAMES MALCOLM NEWMAN, C.B.E.

James Malcolm Newman was born at Caboolture on June 20, 1880 in a slab and pit-sawn
weatherboard shingled cottage (since replaced by the War Veterans” Hoeme) and during his child-
hood aboriginals abounded in the district, and he had kindly recollections of his aboriginal

playmates.

His parents, James and Elizabeth Newman,
had a hard struggle to rear eight children by
cattle raising, dairying and timber-getting, the
bullocks used in the teams for this purpose
being bred by the family.

The children did their share of all work on the
land and walked to what is now the Morayfield
School, two miles away.

In 1892 Malcolm, the name he used during the
whole of his life, won one of the 46 scholarships to
the Brisbane Grammar School, obtaining second place
in Queensiand. After attending the Grammar School
he passed the Sydney University Senior Examin-
ation in 1897, winning a medal and a Queensland
Government Exhibition to University of £100. per
year for three years,

He gained a Bachelor of Engineering degree with
Graduation Medal in mining engineering at the age
of twenty and went to Gympie to work in the mines
and to get practical experience. At the Black Snake
Mine at Kilkivan, besides doing his shifts at manual
mining (all hand labour - no machines) he did the
necessary surveying and assaying for six shillings per
day and **found”.

He then spent a year at the Cockle Creek Smelting
Works near Newcastle, where he held what was then a

lucrative position, viz; purchased ore assayer at
£3.10.0. per week,
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At the end of 1902 he proceeded to Broken Hill
to further his practical experience in mining and
worked as a trucker, timberman, miner, for 7.6d. per
shift. A contemporary doing similar work was Mr.
Essington Lewis, in later life distinguished chairman
of directors of Broken Hill Proprietary Limited.
Malcolm became assistant surveyor in the Central
Mine, Broken Hill, and in 1904 went to Peak Hill
Goldfields Ltd. in West Australia, which was 120
miles from the railhead in the Murchison district.
His position was that of surveyor and mining engin-
eer. However, in 1907, whilst stil] under twenty-
seven years of age, he was appointed general man-
ager, being paid one thousand pounds per year.

. EXPEDITIONS

He married in 1908 and, whilst holidaying at his
old homc.m Queensland, visited Mount Morgan and
was appointed consulting mining engineer to the
Mount Morgan Gold Mining Company Limited,
which position he held until 1912, He then prac-
tised as a consultant and took several expeditions
into Papua, prospecting, including a trip to the
Yodda goldfields when. in 1913, he walked to
Kokoda along the track on which one of his sons
was to fight the Japanese thirty years later.

As a consultant he went to Malaya to repor
on tin mines along the rivers flowing westward OR
the coast of the Malayan Peninsula. To use his own
words he saw in Malaya “the promised land” and
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THE NEW MAN HOUSE — Catering for a family of six sons and one daughter as weil as a domestic staff of five.

proceeded with his colleagues, H.E. and F., G.Prat-
ten, of Sydney, to develop ailuvial tin mines by
bucket-dredgjng_

During the carly years of the First World War he
served in the Malayan States Volunteer Rifles and in
1917 he returned to Australia and enlisted. He train-
ed in the Engineers’ Officers Battalion but returned

to Malaya at the request of the Government to pro-
duce tin for the war effort,

After the war he and F.G. Pratten forined a pro-
specting Company, {Alluvial Tin Ltd.) and he went
to Malaya where he organised large-scale prospect-
ing and had at one stage fifteen University gradu-
ates on his stalf. He was largely responsible for
opening up some thousands of acres of Lower Perak
swamp lands for bucket-dredging.

The Chinese, and their Malayan employees had,
for hundreds of years hand-washed the soil of the
alluvial flats of the West Malayan rivers, chiefly in
the Lower Perak areas. and had “bottomed” on
soft rock, which they had assumed was the ultim-
ate extent in depth of the tin-bearing ground. How-
ever, J.M. Newman, with his power drills penetra-
ted this so-called bottom and discovered beneath
it up to fortyfive feet of tin-bearing alluvial. He

quietly bought up the abandoned Clinese-owned
mines and drilled and tested them and ultimate-
ly proved. in total, the largest deposit of tin-bear-
ing ground in the world: three thousand million
cubic yards of dregable ground! He and his co-
directors formed companies in Australia and rais-
ed the necessary capital to equip the areas with
large dredges weighing three to four thousand tons
and capable of digging up to one hundred feet.

At the peak of their activities the various com-
panies had a total of about fourteen dredges op-
erating in ground that yiclded an average ol six-

penny worth or more of tin per cubic yard at a
working cost of 2%d. or 3d. per yard. The design of
the large dredges was so efficient and their 24-hour
a day programme of work enabled them to dig and
treat 350,000 to 400,000 cubic yards a month. This
capability was ensured by the efficiency of J.M.New-
man in the monthly summary of operations which
each dredgemaster had to submit for his perusal. His
expertise in alluvial mining was so great that he was
regarded as the world’s leading expert in this field.
He was referred to by a prominent newspaper on a
certain occasion as the “World’s Prince of Tin™.

LONDON FINANCIERS

His activities at this stage covered Siam, Borneo,
Burma as well as the Malayan Peninsula. By 1927 the
mining business had reached huge proportions and
was making very large profits. In fact it attracted the
attention of big London financiers and with Mr.F.G.
Pratten he proceeded to London where, based on the
reports and the results achieved he and his co-director
sold the holdings of Alluvial Tin for £750,000. A few
years later he and F.G.Pratten sold the balance of
their own holdings’ in the companies for a further
£600,000.

J.M, Newman had retired as active Managing Dir-
ector of the various companies in 1930 at the age of
50, but was still regarded as the real expert in charge
of operations. He came home to Caboolture to live
in his beautiful 38 roomed house in that town. In
1934 he was, for those times, a wealthy man and in
the proceeding few years he had bought numerous
farming and cattle-grazing properties in the area
stretching from Deception Bay to Conondale. He
ultimately owned six dairy farms, a pineapple farm,
seven small grazing properties, three cattle studs —
the lot probably comprising the largest diversified
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farming estate in Australia. In addition be bought
Anthony’s Lagoon cattle station in the Northern
Territory and some years later added to that by the
acquisition of another 800 square miles on the west-
ern boundary of Anthony’s Lagoon holding.

Because of his degree of intelligence he saw the
need for varied development of most of his land
holdings and he spent large sums of money on capi-
tal improvements. He sank five bores on Anthony’s
Lagoon alone and equipped them with large wind-
mills and earth tanks for watering cattle, and thus
greatly increased the carrying capacity of that pro-

erty.

P As the owner of the large dairying and stud
cattle property near Woodford in Queensland he,
fifty years ago experimented with top-dressing nat-
ive pastures with super-phosphate and was possibly
the first Queenslander to do so. The result was con-
siderably increased production and carrying capa-
city of the areas treated.

However, after having opted out of tin-mining in
south-east Asia for a few years, J.M. Newman decid-
ed that alluvial-mining was still the “salt of life” to
him and, hearing of the low-grade gold-bearing flat
lands along the Grey River on the west coast of the
south-island of New Zealand he formed a prospect-

over half.

J.M.Newman’s services as a mining man were
called on by the Federal Government during World
Wgr IT and as Controller of Minerals Production he,
with other mining men, organised the opening up of
mines all over Australia to produce minerals essential
to the efficient carrying-on of the war effort; the list
of minerals included copper, tin, tungsten, bismuth
mica, rutile, mica, rutile, zircon, monasite, bauxite’
felspar, diamond, platinum, tantalum, asbestos, beryl,
emery, graphite, refractories, etc. ’

The Government moved his family during this per-
iod but he was not paid otherwise for his services: the
Navy used his old home during the War and at the
end of the War he gave it and 11% acres of adjoinin
land — his beautiful area of garden — as a War Veter%
ans’ Home.

James Malcolm Newman after the end of the war
nominated for a directorship on the Board of Mount
Morgan Ltd. and was Chairman of Directors until he
had to retire at the age of 70 years under the provi-
sions of the Queensland Companies Acts.

He was honoured by Her Majesty the Queen in
1957, having conferred on him the distinction of
being made a Commander of the Order of the British
Empire.

Caboolture is a town of about 4,000 people, about 25 miles north of Brishane on the
main northern railway line and is really an outer suburb of Brisbane. A few hundred
workers commute to Brishane each day. There is little industry in the town apart from a
sawmill and a factory which makes various products from the milk produced on a num-
ber of dairy farms in the district. The Shire boundaries include two popular seaside re-
sorts in Beachmere and Bribie Island. There are many pineapple farms in the district and
such would be the largest rural industry, but the town’s future probably depends mainly
as an outer residential area for workers in Brisbane to whom a semi-rural environment has

appeal.

ing Company - Alluvial Gold Ltd., test-drilled along
that river and proved the existence of hundreds of
millions of cubic yards of gold-bearing ground suit-
able for dredging. He formed public companies and
raised the capital to equip such areas with four large
dredges, prototypes of the ones used with such suc-
cess in Malaya. These companies operated for some
years prior to and during the Second World War and I
believe one is still operating.

RETURN CREEK

Two further enterprises in tin dredging were
commenced by Mr.Newman in the thirties, when a
company was formed to operate a large dredge on
Return Creek at the head of the Herbert River in
North Queensland and - a few years later - another
on Smith’s Creek in the same area. The latest pro-
duction figures available are for 1977 when Raven-
shoe dredge, employing 89 men produced $2,800,000
worth gf tin (468 tons), and Tableland Tin dredge,
employing 65 men produced 428 tons of tin worth
Just under $2,500.000; the latter was built by Evans
?eakmg Ltd., of Brisbane and has been in operation
or over 40 years. Total tin production for Herbert-
son district in 1977 was $10,000,000 of which the
two companies started by J.M.Newman produced
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Although best known to the general public as a
mining expert primary producers knew him well for
his work with beef cattle, particularly Aberdeen-
Angus, and his teams won many prizes at the Bris-
bane Exhibition over a period of years. He was one of
the foremost protagonists of the Aberdeen-Angus
breed and built up what was probably the largest herd
of that breed in the Commonwealth. Cattle from his
Cabulcha stud at D’Aguilar were shown at ever Bri
bane Exhibition until the property was sold inyl9§§.
He served several terms as office-bearer of the Aber-
deen-Angus Society and thus assisted the pro fon
of the breed in Queensland. promotion

As indicated by his achievement i i
lifetime J -M. Newman must be classsecgl lzliglr:)%]gj gfl ?Eg
most‘brilhant men Australia has produced. I was
associated with him for fifteen years as accéuntant
and secretary and - for a few years - manager of his
farmu}g estate and grazing interests as well. A mutual
acquaintance - also a mining engineer - said that in
lt]:jv opinion Jt .}ivl.hl\llewmanfwould have been one of the

men in the history of mini i
every venture was a schess. 8, worldwide, whose

He was an intellectual siant
Australian. giant and a truly great











