


The Australian Heritage Society

Brief History

The Australian Heritage Society was launched in Melbourne on
September 18th 1971 at an Australian League of Rights Seminar.
It was clear that Australia’s heritage is under increasing attack
from all sides; spiritual, cultural, political and constitutional, A
permanent body was required to ensure that young Australians
were not cut off from their true heritage and the Heritage
Society assumed that role in a number of ways.

The Society has promoted a wide range of educational activities
including lectures to schools. Over one million copies of three
brochures have been distributed, They are “Keep Our Flag
Flying” in support of retaining Australia’s present flag; “Crown
or Republic”, the case against an Australian republic; “The
Federal Constitution and Individual Freedom” discussing the
essential basic freedoms enjoyed under our Constitution,

When Her Majesty the Queen visited Australia in 1973, The
Heritage Society inserted a full-page loyal welcome in the
Canberra and Sydney press, This move resulted in a flood of new
support which paved way for further activities,

In order to provide Australians with an opportunity to have a
direct say concerning their heritage, the Society inserted “voting”
forms in the press throughout Australia. Over 35,000 forms

were returned with 90% voting to retain the Monarchy, the
present flag and National Anthem.

When the Australian political crisis developed late in 1975, the
Heritage Society gave another lead by inserting press
advertisements inviting Australians to use their constitutional
right to petition the Queen’s representative, Sir John Kerr, for a
double-dissolution of the Commonwealth Parliament so that
people could vote to resolve the crisis. This campaign had just
started to gather momentum when the Governor-General made
his historical decision on November 11th 1975,

The Heritage Society immediately lead a nation-wide campaign
in defence of Sir John Kerr. Once again, press advertisements
brought instant response from people of all political persuasions
resulting in the distribution of well over one million “Defend Sir
John Kerr* brochures.

It was about this time that the Heritage Society, due to expand-
ing activity embarked upon a major publishing venture, The
quarterly Journal “Heritage™ was first published in June 1976.

In its short life this journal has been increased in size and content
on two occasions, Subscriptions continue to increase with each
“issue. Distinguished Australians contribute material on important
heritage issues as well as historical features. This journal con-
tinues to be a vital link between the Heritage Society and its

supporters.

- The Queen’s Australian visit early in 1977 saw even greater
activity by the Heritage Society. Firstly, a special jubilee edition
of “Heritage™ was printed and it contained many avenues for
Australians to express their loyalty, including car stickers and
flags. Three editions of this popular issue had to be printed to
meet the demand.,

The most successful idea was the printing and distribution of
thousands of “Loyalty Pledges” which loyal Australians were
asked to sign. This idea was so popular that over 50,000
signatures poured into Heritage Society offices over a short
period. The signed pledges were then despatched to the
Governor-General for submission to the Queen,

Late in 1977 another publishing venture took place. A

complete record of the Queen’s Christmas messages and silver
jubilee speech was produced in book form by the Heritage
Society. Titled “A Queen Speaks to Her People” this publication
was so well received throughout Australia that a second edition
was required within less than three months. A permanent
demand is expected for this historical publication.

The Australian Heritage Society welcomes people of all
ages to join in its programme for the regeneration of the
spirit of Australia. To value the great spiritual realities
that we have come to know and respect through our
heritage, the virtues of patriotism, of integrity and love
of truth, the pursuit of goodness and beauty, an
unselfish concern for other people — to maintain a love
and loyalty for those values,

Young Australians have a very real challenge before
them. The Australian Heritage Society, with your

‘support can give them the necessary lead in building a

better Australia.

““Our heritage today is the fragments gleaned
from past ages; the heritage of tomorrow — good

or bad — will be determined by our actions
today.”

SIR RAPHAEL CILENTO
First Patron of The Australlan Herltage Soclety

PRINCIPAL ADDRESS
BOX 16, INGLEWOOD, W.A. 6052

STATE ADDRESSES

BOX 1052J, MELBOURNE, VICTORIA 3001

BOX 179, PLYMPTON, SOUTH AUSTRALIA 5038
BQX 2957, SYDNEY, NEW SOUTH WALES 2001
BOX 172, CHERMSIDE, QUEENSLAND 4032




No. 22

SEPT. — NOV. 1981

Heritage and History

of Roval Wedding

Since the last issue of Heritage, the
media has been dominated with two
events; the wedding of Prince Charles
and Lady Diana, and the rioting that
has taken place in Britain and New
Zealand.

Some 700 million world wide are esti-
mated to have watched an event that has
moved and united no only Britons, but mill-
ions around the world. After the splendor of
the event came the magnificent pages of photo-
graphs and commentary, most of it super-
ficial, glorifying the event but often losing
the significance.

Was that enormous response merecly a
desire for the love of spectacle? It certainly
arose from an admiration and love for a Queen
and her family whose example is like a beacon
amidst the chaos of our time. However, it also
fulfilled something more; here was the cul-
mination of an enormous heritage and history,
a living and tangible link with the past and a
sign-post, a vision and hope for the future, all
part of a continuity that has made our Mon-
archial system so unique and priceless.

This event in unleashing a loyalty and
affection never granted an elected head of state,
was also significant in the fact that those who
lined the historic route to St. Paul’s, repre-
senting the whole spectrum of the population
showed a restraint and good order that is a
reflection of the standards set by those they
came to cheer. A jubilant police commiss-
ioner announced that only one arrest was made
and that for pick pocketing, the huge police
force being hardly necessary.

Compare this with the rioting occurring in
Britain and New Zealand, the results of short
sited policy making, manipulative journalism
and the intrigue that we have come fo assoc-
iate with politicians. The consequence has been

the breakdown of law and order, a sign that
should be ringing the alarm bells in any nation
of freedom loving individuals.

These events graphically demonstrate the
advantage of a head of state above politics who
not only has the power to unite and give hope
and direction to a single nation but to millions
world wide.

Australia could do no better than to offer to
Prince Charles the position of Governor General
a move that would provide a focal point for our
nation and strengthen the position of Governor
General immeasurably.

May God bless the Prince and Princess of
Wales and “... may the burdens we lay on them
be matched by the love with which we support
them in the years to come.”

NEW HERITAGE EDITOR

After producing 22 editions over 5% years, Mr.
Murray Jorgensen has stepped down as editor, to
become the assistant editor. In his place we wel-
come another young Western Australian, Mr. Peter
Nixon, a Moora farmer and long-time supporter of
the Australian Heritage Society.

Readers wishing to contact Peter Nixon may write

to:
Box 69

Moora W.A. 6510
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the Governor-General’s office as the Queen’s represen-
tative in Australia. Among these aré the entertain-
ment of distinguished overseas visitors and Australians
the formal receiving of Ambassadors’ credentials, and
the Commissioning of a new Government after
general elections.

QUEEN ELIZABETH

The Queen first stayed at Government House in
nineteen-fifty-four. Her suite is on the first floor, the
sitting room being directly above the private entrance
visible from here. The grounds and gardens, kept
by a special staff, stretch down to Lake Burley
Griffin on the northern side of the building. There
is a special wharf, which was used by the Queen in
nineteen-seventy for departure by Royal Australian
Navy barge to inaugurate the Captain Cook Memorial
Water Jet and the Canberra Carillon,

Government House is not copen to casual visitors
but the grounds are made available on occasicns
during the year for charity fetes. This lookout is
one of various vantage points offering a view of the
histeric home and its grounds.

But perhaps the best is from the deck of a Lake
cruise vessel as it passes directly in front of the jetty
en route to Scrivener Dam.

HISTORICAL IMPORTANCE

The importance of Government House of course
transcends its early role in the development of the
area, substantial though it was. Its true significance
lies in the fact that it is the residence in Canberra of
Her Majesty the Queen’s personal representative —
the Governor-General. He may, in the name of the
Queen and with the advice of his Ministers, assent to
or withhold assent to, Acts of Parliament; he may
prorogue or dissolve the Parliament and order elections
to be held. He is Commander-in-Chief of the armed
forces and possesses various other powers under the
constitution.

It is to Government House that new Ministers
come to be sworn in by the Governor-General as
members of the Federal Executive Council and
Ministers of State in the Australian Government; it is
here that the Governor-General and his Ministers hold
meetings of the Federal Executive Council; and it
is here that Prime Ministers of Australia come to
receive or resign their commissions as the Governor-
General’s chiel adviser and head of Government.
Thus Government House, Canberra, is a focal point
in Australia’s constitutional and political history.

DON'T TIE PRINCE
CHARLES DOWN

Sir,

I cannot understand your advocasy for
the appointment of Prince Charles as our
Governor General. While it would undoub-
tedly be a great honour for Australia, the
position would be much too restrictive for
his great ability.

Prince Charles is a man apart and we
should be ever grateful to his splendid
parents who have trained him by precept
and example for what he has already done
for the Empire and the great responsibili-
ties that lie ahead of him.

As a roving ambassador for Britain and
the Monarchy, and all that we hold most
dear Prince Charles is doing such a grand
job in international, and national, public
relations and helping to bring an element of
stability to a world beset by uncertainty in
these troubled times in which we live.

I cannot see him tied down to the post
as Governor General, it would surely be
most frustrating for him and a waste of
his great talents.

Miss G. D. Parker, Sauth Australia

PLEASE NOTE ADDRESSES

n orc!er to facilitate the processing of ““Heritage”
all editorial correspondence should be addressed
as shown below,

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
NEWS ITEMS
STORILES AND ARTICLES

BOX 69, MOORA
WESTERN AUSTRALIA 6510

SUBSCRIPTION ENQUIRIES
PAYMENTS
BOOK ORDERS

BOX 16, INGLEWOQQD,
WESTERN AUSTRALIA 6052

Contributions

ARTICLES and other contributions, together
with suggestions for suitable material for “Her-
itage”, will be welcomed by the Editor. How-
ever, thos¢ requiring unused material to be re-

turned, must enclose a stamped and addressed
envelope,

Address written contributions to:

THE EDITOR, "HERITAGE",
BOX 69, MOORA

WESTERN AUSTRALIA 6510
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Polls mislead concerning Prince Charles as
Governor-General

In a letter published in several daily papers, Mr. Jim Carmeron, Deputy Leader of the N.S.W.
State Opposition, effectively answers the claim that a majority of Australians do not want Prince
Charles as the next Governor-General. We feel that Mr. Cameron’s letter and the telling arguments
he advances, should be given the widest possible circulation. The following copy of the letter

appeared in “The Australian” of June 30:

SIR - The concept we have of ourselves as
Australians affects the motive force available
for growth — whether of the national overall
or of the individual State of which we are
part. It needs not only to be affirmative, but
also realistic.

Provided the Australian alternative is not
identified but left non-specific, 70 percent of
our people probably would prefer “an Aust-
ralian” as our next Governor-General rather
than Prince Charles. Some polls taken re-
cently appear to confirm this.

We wouldn’t be a very patriotic people
if it were otherwise. Had Englishmen been
polled in 1689 and asked: “When a new king
is enthroned would you like to see the Dutch-
man William of Orange crowned or an En-
glishman?” 70 percent would probably have
opted for the wunnamed Englishman. Yet
William became one of the most acclaimed of
all British monarchs.

The unnamed Australian we now imagine
would be acceptable to all and embody most
of our shining national virtues may be more
myth than man, In the imagination of each
individual Australian, he probably tends to
look remarkably like the person in his own
shaving mirror!

When one gets down to particular choices,
that 70 percent majority melts away at once.
Sir John Kerr, when chosen as Governor-
General by Prime Minister Whitlam, is said to
have ranked second among a list of eight
Australians. Included were retailer Kenneth
Myer, the respected media proprietor Sir
Vincent Fairfax, and A.LP. stalwarts Lance
Banard and Frank Crean. Bob Hawke (a
better prospect then without the suffix MP)
and the poet Judith Wright also occasionally
rated mention as possible occupants of
Yarralumla.

Instantly one mentions specific names -
even though of outstanding fellow nationals -
that monolithic 70 percent support for “an
Australian”  divides itself into  fragments.
Prince Charles would not need much of a

following breeze to breast the tape ahead of
all of them.
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From an address, “Thoughts on Hearing of the
Roval Engagement,” by the Rev. Nigel E. Davies
Vicar of Leeming, Yorkshire on March 29th, on
the Fourth Sunday in Lent, 1981.

TEACHING

OF THE

ROYAL
WEDDING

“Another aspect of this particular wedding is its
teaching of respect, love and humility - virtues low
down on the list of modern socially disruptive
Christian socialists. When these Holy Rites have
been performed, Lady Diana becomes the highest
in the land, save the Queen. Dukes and duchesses,
bewigged judges, be-medalled admirals, all give
place to her, all show deference. These outward
marks of respect teach us to honour and respect

those over us, indeed to respect all law-abiding
people as we all share the same Queen’s peace ....
| have always felt honoured to administer the
Church’s work in this area of Anglo-Saxondon as,

by and large, it does reflect the worthy heritage of
our past ...."”"

“Yet in another way, this royal wedding with
its pageantry and glory so rightly displayed for all
to see, witnesses to the Christian truth that all are
sinners and all, however exalted, need God's
Grace: because it is the same rite as used in the
smallest country church between the least signifi-
cant farm labourer and his bride. Prayers for for-

giveness; prayers for Grace - the same ones are
said.”







in the Second World War that they would cede
their powers to collect Income Tax to the Federal
Government. But “Uniform Taxation’” was pre-
sented as a temporary war-time measure, to be
abolished after hostilities had ended. However, like
all ““temporary’ taxation, ““Uniform Taxation’’ has
remained and has been a source of constant conflict
between the States and the Federal Government.

The most revolutionary attack on the Federal
Constitution was launched by Attorney-General Dr,
H.V.Evatt almost immediately after the Curtin
Government came to office. Backed by bureau-
cratic planners, and strongly supported by the
Communists, Dr. Evatt sought to have the States
cede all their major powers to the Commonwealth.
The specious argument was advanced that the Fed-
eral Government would need sweeping powers for
planning in the post-war period. And, of course, it
was argued that the powers would only be cen-
tralised on a “temporary” basis. Under pressure
of the Evatt campaign, all the State Governments in-
dicated that they were prepared to cede the powers.
But the Tasmanian Legislative Council resisted the
Tasmanian Government and argued that such far-
reaching constitutional proposals must be sumbitted
to the Australian people, even though they were in
the middle of a war.

It was the firm stand by the Tasmanian Legis-
lative Councillors who forced Dr. Evatt to hold in
1944 a referendum concerning 14 powers. The
electors overwhelmingly rejected the Evatt pro-
posals. Although on active military service at the
time, the writer was able to contribute articles
to the “’No’ campaign. In 1946 Dr. Evatt made a
second attempt by referendum to change the Federal
Constitution, this time confining himself to three
proposals. Because it was generally felt that South
Australia would be a vital State in the referendum
battle, the writer accepted an invitation from a
“Vote NO’" committee in South Austalia to direct
its campaign. During the course of that campaign,
which was successful, a number involved noted that
although they came from completely different
backgrounds, they were uniting in defence of a
Constitution which protected their freedoms and
rights. Trade Unionists campaigned alongside
farmers and leading businessmen.

A SERVICE MOVEMENT

As the campaign came to its conclusion, the
idea took root that instead of an ad hoc
movementbeing created every time there was some
open threat to the freedom and rights of the individ-
ual, a permanent type of non-party, non-sectional
"watch-dog” movement was required, one pri-
marily concerned with service, not with power,
It was already becoming obvious that so far from
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the Second World War ending the problems threat-
ening Civilisation, it had prepared the way for a
general totalitarian advance. The shadows cast by an
expanding Communist movement were starting to
grow longer. And so in 1946 in Adelaide, a new type
of political movement was born, The League of
Rights. Its founders spent considerable time in
setting down objectives which it was felt embodied
the basic values and principles upon which Australia
had been built as a nation. Although the movement
was to be concerned with politics, which means the
use of power, it was to be strictly non-party.

In the first objective of The League of Rights, its
founders firmly pledged their loyalty to God as the
basis of a free society in which the individual enjoys
inviolable rights, Other objectives included a defence
of the Monarchical system of constitutional govern-
ment, private property and free enterprise. Irrespon-
sible government by regulation would be opposed. In
essence, the League of Rights stands for the defence
of the free society and its traditional institutions,
stressing that Australia as a nation belongs to the
British stream of history. Large numbers of people
of non-British. background have made distinctive
contributions to that stream of history. A nation

not only lives in terms of geography, but in terms
of time.

LIMITED GOVERNMENT

Because the League of Rights has devoted much
time and effort in exposing and opposing Commun-
ism, it is understandable that the superficial observer
might come to the conclusion that the League is
negative”. But in opposing all manifestations of
Marxism, the League consistently presents the al-
ternative of a better society, one which is an exten-
sion of the nation’s history, building constructively
on its basically sound features. The League has con-
stantly upheld the natural right of the individual to
make genuinely free decisons about his own life,
representing the right of other individuals to do
likewise.

The League's view of government is quite clear-
that the true purpose of government is to maintain
law and order in order that individuals may freely
and voluntarily associate to run their own affairs.
The League stresses that governments belong to the
individual, not individuals to government. Limited
constitutional government, of which the Crown is a
major feature, is therefore strongly supported
by the League. Stressing that there can be no gen-
uine freedom without economic freedom and se-
c_urity, the League of Rights supports the institu-
tion of private property and the free-enterprise
economic system. It stresses that monopoly de-
velopments are in the main the result of govern-
ment financial and economic policies.



UNITY IN DIVERSITY

Reflecting the diversity of man, the League
has a number of Divisions, each Division concentr-
ting on one aspect of human affairs. While it is true
that man does not live by bread alone, he must have
sufficient bread, and its equivalent, or he cannot
live at all. One Division of the League, The Insti-
tute for Economic Democracy, therefore offers a
service in the field of finance-economics. Infor-
mation bulletins are published regularly, books
and booklets on different subjects made available. A
monthiy publication, “Enterprise’’ is provided to
Associate Members of the Institute. Another Di-
vision is The Christian Institute for Individual Free-
dom, and it also provides a specialist service to its
Members. The main thrust of all League of Rights
activities is education and service. The Constitu-
tion of the League precludes it from hecoming
just one more political party, adding further to
the fragmentation of society and the destructive
struggle for power.

A major feature of the League's educational ser-
vice is the provision of books not generally availabie
through booksetlers, The League has developed to
the stage where it has its own printing facilities, these
used to publish its own literature from overseas, this
covering a wide spectrum of affairs. A cassette tape
service is also available. Lectures, seminars and school
programmes are conducted regularly.

ORGANIC INTERNATIONAL GROWTH

Since the League of Rights was first established in
South Australian in 1948, followed by the develop-
ment of the League in other States, it was formally
constructed as an Australian national organisation in
1960, Shortly afterwards The Canadian League of
Rights was formed, followed later by the British
League of Rights and the New Zealand League of
Rights. A loose federation of these Leagues was estab-
lished in 1975, known as The Crown Commonwealth
League of Rights, and accepted as an international
chapter memhber of The World Anti-Communist
League. A genuine grass-roots movement, the League
has developed arganically throughout the Crown
Commonwealth, has financed itself out of voluntary
contributions and income from its literature sales,
and maintained a completely independent status,
Its growth has been a reflection of the traditional
Christian spirit of self-help and voluntary associ-
ation. It is a unigue movement in more ways than
one, making a distinctive contribution towards the
preservation and extension of a major manifesta-
tion of Western, Christian Civilisation.

{Readers requiring more information may write to
The Australian League of Rights, Box 1052J, G.P.O.
Melbourne, 3001 - Editor “Heritage”}

The visual
message...

___ LET’S KEEP THEM !
OUR FLAG

OUR HERITAGE
OUR FREEDOM

Support the Heritage Society by purchas-
ing and distributing as many stickers as poss-
ible,

They have many applications and will stick
permanently to:

BUMPERS, WINDSCREENS, BICYCLES,
SCHOOLBOOKS, and numerous other sur-
faces.

As the postage cost is now a major factor
in our pricing we have made the minimum
order 4 stickers and have reduced the prices
as the quantity increases.

SET OF 4 STICKERS — 81.50 POSTED

10 ’ — %200 7
20 ” - 83.00 "
50 » — 3550 7
100 ” — 89.00 ~
ORDER FROM:
BOX 16, INGLEWOOD,
WESTERN AUSTRALIA 6052.

NEW ZEALAND FFLAG
NOW AVAILABLE FOR
NEW ZEALAND READERS

CONSERVATIVE PUBLICATIONS,
BOX 736, TAURANGA, NEW ZEALAND

See also page 24
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o OUR AUSTRALIAN
HERITAGE

Below is the winning essay by L. Wood, aged 15 years, of the Sydney Church of England Grammar School for

girls.

The essay was judged by Roy Stuckey, O.B.E. and the first and second prizes were donated by the Heritage
Qgciety of New South Wales which ran the essay competition.

A land: large, beautiful, bountiful and free.
A blend of East and West: black, brown,
yellow and white.

From convict to scientist, mountain to sea.
This is our Australian Heritage.

Our land is geologically one of the oldest
on Earth, and in this ancient land a unique, is-
olated, primitive race is to be found. Al-
though among the oldest in formation, Aus-
tralia is one of the youngest Western civil-
izations - being founded less than two hun-
dred years ago! Nevertheless in those two
hundred years much has been accomplished
and the future seems bright for the gener-
ations of Australians yet to come.

With the convicts came doctors, architects
and military leaders together with explorers
who shaped Australia’s beginnings into a solid
foundation for the development of a nation.
Architectural  achievements such as  Green-
way’s churches and the New South Wales
Conservatorium of music (only the stables
of the proposed Government House); the
opening up of western territories by Blax-
land, Lawson and Wentworth; and the firm
leadership of Macquarie served well to em-
phasize this.

We are a nation of great ethnic variety. The
first to reach our shores were predominantly
Britons, Irish and Scots; the next major in-
flux was that of the Gold Rush when Ameri-
cans, Germans and many Chinese flocked to
Australia in the hope of “striking it rich”.
More recently, in the twentieth century, we
have benefited from European exodus’ from
Hungary, Czechoslovakia and Germany, to
mention but a few. We have also received
immigrants from the war-torn Middle East
and South-east Asia. The government poli-
cies which have allowed these new arrivals
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have resulted in our diverse Australian culture
From them we have learnt to broaden our
horizons in our food, in our customs but
above all, in learning to benefit from and live
with various races.

Our land is one rich in natural resources.
We possess abundant deposits of coal, oil,
iron ore, uranium and aluminium. All of them
once an essential foundation upon which to
build industry and also to produce energy.
Other  valuable Australian natural resources
include wool, wheat and beef - all of in-
estimable value both as exports and for
supporting a nation. Political decisions over
the years have also affected the development
of our natural resources and industry. De-
cisions whether to export our products raw
or processed have affected the number of jobs
in these areas.

We are endowed with a beautiful heritage
in the geographical contrasts found in Aus-
tralia.

From arid deserts teeming with unsus-
pected life, to forested mountains full of
unique wildlife and a haven for the weary
city-slicker. ~Rainforests, dense and abounding
in unusual birds and plants, beaches, golden
and azure, rolling plains green, bountiful and
serene.

Our Australian Heritage is a colourful tap-
estry of many elements blended into one
unique nation blessed with rare landforms and
resources. From the First Fleet to the present
day, men and women have worked hard to
leave us this Australian heritage, yet the hope
of the future Australian Heritage lies in the
threads in our own hands. So let us remember
with gratitude that which is ours, and en-
deavour to leave an even richer heritage to the
years and generations to come.



This is the text of Archbishop of Canterbury’s sermon at the Royal Wedding service. {(29th July 1981)

. . . the family is the place where
the future is created good and full
of love

HERE is the stuff of which fairy tales are made:
the prince and princess on their wedding day. But
fairy tales usually end at this point with the simple
phrase ‘They lived happily ever after’. This may be
because fairy stories regard marriage as an anti-
climax after the romance of courtship.

This is not the Christian view. Our faith sees the
wedding day not as the place of arrival but the place
where the adventure really begins.

There is an ancient Christian tradition that every
bride and groom on their wedding day are regarded
as a royal couple. To this day in the marriage cere-
monies of the Eastern Orthodox Church, crowns are
held over the man and the woman to express the
conviction that as husband and wife they are kings
and queens of creation. As it says of human-kind in
the Bible, ‘'Thou crownedst him with glory and
honour, and didst set him over the work of thy
hands’.

On a wedding day it is made clear that God does
not intend us to be puppets but chooses to work
through us, and especially through our marriages, to
create the future of his world.

Marriage is first of all a new creation for the
partners themselves. As husband and wife live out
their vows, loving and cherishing one another,
sharing life’s splendors and miseries, achievements
and setbacks, they will be transformed in the pro-
cess.

A good marriage is a life, as the poet Edwin
Muir says:

Where each asks from each
What each most wants to give
And each awakes in each
What else would never be.

But any marriage which is turned in upon itself,
in which the bride and groom simply gaze obsess-
ively at one another, goes sour after a time.

A marriage which really works is one which
works for others. Marriage has both a private face
and a public importance. If we solved all our econ-
omic problems and failed to build loving families,
it would profit us nothing, because the family is the
place where the future is created good and full of
love — or deformed.

Those who are married live happily ever after
the wedding day if they persevere in the real adven-
ture which is the royal task of creating each other
and creating a more loving world.

That is true of every man and every woman
undertaking marriage. It must be specially true of
this marriage in which are placed sc many hopes.

Much of the world is in the grip of hopelessness.
Many couples seem to have surrendered to fatalism
accepted a cynical view of marriage itself.

But all couples on their wedding day are ‘royal
couples’ and stand for the truth that we help to
shape this world, and are not just its victims.

All of us are given the power to make the
future more in God’s image and to be ‘kings and
queen’s’ of love.

This is our prayer for Charles and Diana. May
the burdens we lay on them be matched by the love
with which we support them in the years to come.
However long they live, may they always know that
when they pledged themselves to each other before
the altar of God they were surrounded and suppor-
ted not by mere spectators but by the sincere
affection and active prayer of millions of friends.

Thanks be to God.
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A LOOK AT THE OLD AND NEW

PARLIMENT HOUSE CANBERRA

1883 -1981

By ALAN F. HOWE. N.S.W.

The announcement and actual first sod turning ceremony for the commencement of construc-
tion of a new and permanent Parliament House brings to an end a saga of Australian history
which began in 1883 and will culminate in the completion of a building which will be the most
important in Australia.

To talk about the new Parliament House we must first go back and briefly review what has
gone before.

1883 saw the formation of The
Federal Australian Council which
met every two years. Although its
powers were very restricted it did \ /.
provide a working model for a : /
future federal government. News of
foreign infiltration of New Guinea
gave impetus to federation. The
Council passed legislation on light-
houses and fisheries but was power-
less to enforce the provisions. Syd-
ney was host to the 1891 Federal
Convention the outcome of which
was a Draft Constitution Bill. Two
years later the Corowa (NSW) con-
ference resolved that each colony
pass an Act enabling the people to
elect their own delegates to a fed-
eration convention. Hobart’s Prem-
iers Conference of 1895 made a de-
cision to organise a second Federal
Convention which was to comprise
ten delegates from each colony el-
ected by the people.

Adelaide was chosen for the Se-
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cond Federal Convention in 1897. = e
South Australia’s Premier Kingston B it o
was elected President of the con- b b\’_J Y=
vention. Details of a proposed Par- P

liament were discussed and the
Constitution Bill with over 280
amendments from the colonies was
approved and ready for refer-
endum.

Voting took place in NSW, SA,
Tas. and Vic. during the following
year. The latter three states approv-
ed the Constitution Bill by large
majorities while in NSW the voting
was close; the favourable vote was
8,000 less than the total required
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ense variety of trees, shrubs and
gardens.

During this continuing expan-
sion it became more and more ob-
vious that our ““temporary’’ Parlia-
ment House was in serious need of
major alteration and addition or re-
building to enable the Parliament
to function efficiently.

THE PHCA STARTS MOVING

After months of debate in Parlia-
ment of where the new House
should be erected on the Hill (Capi-
tal Hill) or by the Lake (in front of
the present House) the Hillites won
and eventually the “Joint Standing
Committee on the New and Per-
manent Parliament House", recom-
mended that the House should be
completed for occupation by 1988
- the Bicentenary of European
settlement in Australia. _

A two-stage competitive selec-
tion was agreed upon and in Nov-
ember 1977 the Government an-
nounced that the project would
proceed. To ensure that the pro-
ject would go ahead efficiently a
statutory body, the Parliament
House Construction Authority
(PHCA) was established and
charged with the responsibility for
the design and construction of the
new Parliament Building.

Its first action was to organise
a design competition and appoint
a panel of six assessors to adjudi-
cate at the conclusion of first and
second stages and select the winner.

The task in the first stage was to
select ten prize winners and from
these, five finalists who would pro-
ceed to the second stage. On 7th
April 1979 invitations were extend-
ed to ‘‘any person or association,
any one of whom was registered as
an architect in Australia or was an
architect who had applied for regis-
tration under the laws of a State or
Territory of the Commonwealth of
Australia on or before 31st May
1979.

061 architects from 28 countries
registered for the competition be-
fore the 31st May 1979 closing
date and when the first stage sub-
mission period closed on 31st Aug-
ust 1979, 329 entries had been re-
ceived. The assessors se!ectgd ten
prize winners and five finalists on

8th October to proceed to the se-

cond stage.
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On 26th June 1980 at a Press
conference in Canberra, the assess-
ors reported to the PHCA their
selection of number 177 as the
winner.

AUSTRALIAN DESIGNS
WINNING ENTRY

Number 177 was the design sub-
mitted by the American firm of
Mitchell/Giurgola Architects, in
partnership with Richard G. Thorp,
an Australian born Architect. Born
in Sydney Mr. Thorp received his
Bachelor of Architecture degree at
the University of Melbourne in
1967 and has lived overseas since
1968.

Mitchell/Giurgola and Thorp’s
design accepted the circular site of
the Hill as the determinant for the
plan of the Parliament complex.
The complex of buildings conforms
to the topography of Canberra’s
Capital Hill, with the entrance, foy-
er and Member’s Hall structured in
such a way that a large part of the
Hill can be used for public recre-
ation.

For years the Hill has been dom-
inated by a single flagpole flying
the Australian flag. Rather than
imposing a massive monumental
structure on the Hilltop, Mitchell/
Giurgola and Thorp designed a
building complex that conforms to
the profile of the Hill and preserves
the symbolism of the tall flagpole
and flag at its apex.

The team began by examining
the 1912 Canberra City Plan of
Walter Burley Griffin. Griffin’s plan
with its subtle commitment to the
natural features of the city's en-
vironment was found instructive in
developing the design of the Parlia-
ment complex. Like Griffin's plan
the winner’s design is a building of
firm, clear geometry, not rigidly
imposed on the terrain but sensi-
tively adjusted to it. This design is
not a monumental structure super-
imposed on the Hill. It derives its
strong presence by merging built
form with land form. The success-
ful synthesis of these two essent-
ial elements has resulted in a design
that is at once natural and monu-
mental.

A very important design con-
straint imposed by the Capital Hill
site is the likely permanent re-
tention of the existing Provis-

ional Parliament House.

The land axis is framed and re-
inforced by two curved walls sep-
arated by a central mall. Between
the walls the formal functions of
the complex are housed. The Sen-
ate and the House of Representa-
tives chambers and their offices
extend west and east from the
walls. Glazed bridges link both the
Member’s Hall - the hub of the
building.

Over the Member’s Hall, the
central area linking the whole
composition will be a four legged
stainless steel flagtower forming the
apex to Walter Burley Griffin's
design for Canberra.

Mr. Thorp said: My starting
point was that | always thought of
Capital Hill as having a flag on it. |
always thought of that as the cen-
tral image and focal point of the
national Capital.”

In his design brief, Mr. Thorp
said the flagtower would become to
the Australian Parliament what the
spires of Westminster and the dome
of the Capitol in Washington had
become.

The winner‘s design was comm-
ended by the assessors for the var-
iety of public spaces he has pro-
vided.

The assessors, headed by Sir
John Overall, summed up the de-
sign thus: “It is an outstandingly
successful design in every respect,
brilliantly blending together the
requirements of architectural qual-
ity, sensitivity to location, sym-
bolic identity, functional effic-
iency, building feasibiliity and
relative economy"’.

Canberra has grown to a city of
146,000 people and its rate of pop-
ulation increase is four times the
national average. Well before the
end of the century, its population
is expected to be 500,000. More
importantly perhaps, the bush capi-
tal of the past is now beginning to
see itself as a city of the future.






GOVERNMENT GIVES AN INCH

Commonsense
on Metrics

“’Heritage”’ readers who took part in the campaign
to retain that part of their heritage associated with
measurements, can be thankful that commonsense
has at last prevailed with the Federal Government's
decision to permit the use of imperial measures on
school rulers, kitchen and bathroom scales and other
implements that measure size or weight. At least
Australians now have a degree of freedom-of-choice
without being threatened by bureaucracy.

Advocates of metrics have so little confidence in
their system that they are expressing concern that a
degree of freedom-of-choice could put the whole
metric programme in jeopardy. They fear that there
will be increasing production of imperial measures to
meet the requirements of the older members of the
community, and claim that young people will be
disadvantaged because they have never been exposed
to the imperial system. The truth is that the over-
whelming majority of young Australians have not
the slightest difficulty in uderstanding when some-
one says that Mr. Smith is six feet tall. Even one
former official of the Metric Conversion Board
has been quoted as saying, *“Of course the change to
metric is a major cultural upheavel and you cannot
uproot memories gained since childhood - there is no
way in the world we can expect Australians to
forget.”

Which raises the question of why should Aust-
ralians be subjected to a major cultural upheavel
which the overwhelming majority of the people have
clearly indicated they do not want. The victory,
however small, for freedom-of-choice concerning
weights and measurements, is a victory in favour of
the retention of a part of the nation’s heritage.

WHILE most of us will hail the Federal
Government’s repeal of its much-criticised im-
port ban on imperial tapes and rules, we
ought to sympathise with importers who had
stocked up previously with metric tapes. One
such company, PHM Master-Line, which has
just brought in more than $100,000 worth of
metric tapes, told us yesterday it “won’t be
able to give them away now” (which, incident-
ally, is sad commentary on Australia’s metric
conversion). Meanwhile, local manufacturers
are rushing to supply the market again with
dual and imperial tapes. One of them, Stanley
Tools, said it was receiving “vast” orders
because of the pent-up demand.

Sydney Morning Herald, C.30-7-81

What can YOU do for. ..

“HERITAGE”
IN THE 80’s

The editor welcomes participation from
readers in the selection and presentation of
suitable material for HERITAGE. .

Those readers who feel capable of writing
special feature articles are asked to contact
the editor with information about their par-
ticular topic of interest.

OBTAINING MATERIAL FOR PUBLICATION

The subjects which can be covered in HERITAGE
are almost endless. Over the years we have received
many suggestions about the type of articles we should
be publishing.

We readily agree with these suggestions and have
made every effort to encourage the appropriate
writers. But like all organisations which rely on volun-
tary contributions from its supporters, we can go no
further than invite individuals to contribute written
articles to HERITAGE.

The field of topics is endless. What we need is that
more readers scout for original material. All it takes is
a simple letter to the prospect accompanied by a
sample copy of HERITAGE and a Heritage Society
brochure.

Here is a list of suggestions for consideration. All
would be ideal HERITAGE topics.

Australians | have met.

. Australia’s architectural heritage.

Great Australian engineering achievements.
Famous Australian churches.

Our rural railway history.

Australian herces.

Forgotten Australian publications.

The growth of Australian cities.

. Famous Clubs in Australia.

10.Characters from Australian poets.
11.Australian country characters.

12.01d pictures of Australia and its people.
13.Do you remember when. . .?

14. Australian theatre and film.

15. Australian customs and their origins.
16.The Relevance of The Monarchy in Australia.

PONPA RPN

EDITORIAL ADDRESS
BOX 69 ,MOORA, WESTERN
AUSTRALIA 6510
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concrete at the base of the bearings is 800 lbs. per
square inch, whilst the load on the foundation rock
is 15 tons per square foot.

The four bearings, each weigh 296 tons, designed
to take total thrust of 78,800 tons. The arch is
quite free to move on a bickel steel bearing pin at
the apex of the main bearing, the pin is 14%” in
diameter by 13 foot 8 inches long.

The base dimension of each pylon is 222 feet X
162 feet and the top of the pylons are 285 feet above
water level.

On a concrete floor, constructed just below the
deck level, the two pylon cross girders, each weighing
93 tons, were erected, and on these cross girders an
inclined steel ramp was positioned. The ramp was
used for the erection and take-off from the pylons
of each creeper crane — the one ramp being used for
two cranes. (Not the cranes to be seen on the bridge
today). ’

Having a lifting capacity with its main hoist of
122 tons, and weighing in itself 565 tons, each
creeper crane was the ‘hands’ by which the members
of the arch were placed in position.

The cost of erecting the cranes in position was
upwards of thirty thousand pounds ($60,000) ex-
cluding the cost of the cranes.

With the approach spans completed, cranes in
position on the tops of the pylon cross girders at
deck level, the arch construction could commence.

On the north side of the harbour, workshops had
been erected for the fabrication of the many sections
— most machines had to be specially designed.
Silicon steel plates up to 2%” in thickness, silicon
steel angles 12” X 12 X 1%4” and rivets 15%” long X
13%” were used for building up large bridge members
— altogether some 5,000,000 rivets were used.
Although the arch presents to the sight a perfect
curve, it is built up of straight members, the effect of
a curve in the completed structure being given by
bevels machined at the butt joints of bottom and top
chord members.

The general scheme for the erection of the main
arch was to cantilever out from either side of the
harbour utilising steel wire cables to ‘anchor back’
the half arches until they met in the centre on a
horizontal bearing pin, and became self supporting.

One hundred and twenty eight special steel wire
cables were used on each side, in the manufacture of
which 16,000 miles of wire were supplied by Dorman,
Long & Co., Wire Department.

The weight of each cable was 8! tons, and had a
breaking stress of 360 tons.

Total weight of each half arch just before joining
was 15,000 tons, this was the maximum weight the
twenty eight cables were called upon to sustain. The
cables passed through a horseshoe shaped anchorage
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tunnel 130 feel deep into the rock, being connected
to the upper chords of the arch at the top of the end
posts.

The first panel of the arch was erected by the
crane whilst on the ramp on the top of the pylon
girder, and, on completion of the erection of the
first panel the creeper crane moved off the ramp and
on to that panel. Each half arch consists of 14
panels, each 60 feet long, and the crane moved
forward panel to panel. The heaviest lift was 110
tons.

When the two half arches were completed the gap
at the centre was 3’6”. By hydraulically releasing
the cables the arches gradually came together, and
on the 19 August, 1930, at practically midnight, the
two half arches came to rest on the central bearing
pin.

Next morning the Union Jack and Australian
Ensign were proudly flown from the jibs of the two
cranes to indicate to Sydneysiders that the arch had
been successfully closed.

The top chord of the arch still had to be closed
and to do this eight one-thousand ton hydraulic
jacks were used. Working at a pressure of four tons
per square inch, the jacks slowly forced the top
chords apart, and in the space so made carefully
machined steel slabs were inserted as packing pieces,
thus converting the crown of the arch into a rigid
structure.

The hangers to support the deck were erected
from a special steel cradle, which hung from the arch,
the centre hangers are 193 feet long. The erection
of the floor system was very rapid and in six months
it was completed, nearly 12,000 tons being erected
in that period. Then the roadway and footpaths
were concreted and asphalted, train and tram tracks
laid, the pylons completed and a final coat of paint
was applied. Three coats used over 600 tons of paint!!

In all 54,500 tons of steel were used.

At the peak of construction 1400 men were on the
Dorman, Long payroll.

The official opening was held on the Southern
approach at 10 a.m. on 19 March 1932. (Saturday).

Sydney staged a “Bridge Week” of official and
unofficial entertainments which coincided with the
1932 Royal Easter Show.

The opening ceremony was marred somewhat by
the premature ribbon cutting ceremony of Capt. De
Groot of the Sydney New Guard. The festivities
included: historic pageants, special train and tram
excursions, sporting events, regattas, aerial bombing
display over Fort Denison, miniature Olympic Games
at the Oval, Manly, evening displays and entertain-
ments.

More on next page






NEWS FROM
NEW SOUTH
WALES

The N.S.W. Branch of the Australian Heritage
Society continues actively on its way and reports
excellent progress, In the field of miniature Flag
Stickers for envelopes it has now disposed of almost
200,000 and the demand continues.

Just recently the Rotary Organisation purchased
its second one hundred dispensers, a total of 40,000
Flag Stickers. Whilst the members of the Toastmis-
tress Association, following upon an address to the

Maniy Branch by the N.S.W. President, Mr. Roy .

Stuckey, Q.B.E., have purchased substantial quan-
tities for those members attending an [nternational
Conference in Atlanta, U.S.A.

Australian Flag Brooches are also in great demand
at $1.00 each, plus postage, and substantial numbers
have been sold.

To celebrate the wedding of His Royal Highness,
Prince Charles and Lady Diana, the N.S.\W.Branch
published in the Sydney Morning Herald on 29th July
{the Wedding Day}, a prominent advertisement con-
veying cpmgratulations from the Austrlian Heritage
Society and also asking readers to complete and
return a form indicating whether or not they fav-
oured the appointment, at some future appropriate
date, of His Royal Highness, Prince Charles as Gov-
enor-General of Australia. The advertisement cost a
substantial sum of money and we would appreciate
contributions towards the cost involved, a matter of
some $380.00.

It will be interesting to see the public response to
this invitation to express their views,

Addressing various public organisations keeps our
President fairly busy and, in addition to heing able
to “spread the gospel’’, he is able to effect substan-
tial sales of our products.

Anzac Day is always a very busy day in Sydney
and we are pleased to publish verbatim an extract
from the Presidents’ quarterly Mewsletter in which
he referred to the Society’s activities on that par-
ticular day in 1981:-

ANZAC DAY, 1981 IN SYDNEY

Over a number of years a few Executive members,
notably Vice President, Ron Barnett and Gordon and
Judie Trotter {our Hon. Treasurer) have taken up
positions on the route of the Sydney Anzac Day
march and distributed ""Heritage” leafiets, sold Flag
stickers, brooches and the like. This year marked a
super effort. Led by Vice President, the following
members of your Executive actively participated:-
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Gordon and Judie Trotter, Allan Quartermain {Hon,
Sec.) David Turner, Dawn Tonks and Paula Smith,
They distributed free, over 5000 *Australia’s Queen”
brochures and well over 1000 “Keep our Flag Flying*”
{all that we had left unfortunately). In addition, flag
stickers of varying sizes, flag brooches and stickpins
and the like were sold, raising over $121.00 for our
funds.

Of even greater importance, is the fact that many
people have since written us asking for more bro-
chures, flag stickers etc. and have commended us for
our work. At the moment, we are completely out of
the brochure “Keep our Flag Flying'' and we need
money to meet the greatly increased costs of printing.
However, we still have a good stock of ““Australia’s
Queen’ available on request, also dispensers of
200 small flag stickers for envelopes or correspon-
dence at $3.00 plus 30 cents postage.

Another very successful venture has been the
printing of 20,000 copies of a new brochure *“Aus-
tralia’s Queen. This brochure is in great demand and
the biggest problem is here to get more money to
print more copies because they are distributed free
of charge to people and particularly to children.

The President of the N.SW. Branch, Mr. Roy
Stuckey, O.B.E., has asked me to say that he does
sincerely hope that steps might be taken to form
Branches of the Society in other States. There is
much that can be done by an active State Branch as
N.S.W. has shown over recent years,

ROY STUCKEY, O.B.E.,
N.S.W. President

AN
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STICKERS AND
BROOCHES

Ideal for correspondence and envelopes

DISPENSER OF 200 — $3.30 POSTED

Large Car Stickers
Small Car Stickers
Flag Brooches
Flag Stick-pins

80 cents posted

40 cents posted
$1.30 posted
$1.30 posted

Larger quantities available at reduced cost
Prices on application
Contact:

THE AUSTRALIAN HERITAGE SOCIETY
(N.S.W. BRANCH)
BOX 2957
SYDNEY 2001

Proceeds from sales aid The Australian Heritage

Soclety's work.




Associate Membership/Subscription Post today!

NAME

ADDRESS

-POSTCODE

I wish to apply for the following

L]
L]

[

ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP $10 per year
(includes “Heritage"’)

“HERITAGE” SUBSCRIPTION $6 per year

(Includes literature entitlement)

COMBINED PERSONAL AND ($10 per year)
GIFT SUBSCRIPTION ‘Co¢ details opposite

GIFT SUBSCRIBER’S NAME

ADDRESS

POSTCODE

All “"HERITAGE? correspondence to:

The Australian Heritage Society
Box 16, Inglewood, W.A. 6052.

General enquiries to state address as shown in this brochure

“HERITAGE” GIFT SUBSCRIPTION
For a total of $10 per annum we offer your own subscription
plus a gift subscription posted anywhere in Australia, Details
of donor will be supplied with first issue.







