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GOVERNMENT:
FIRST PRINCIPLES OF
ORGANISATION

Another Convention has been set up ‘to work on’ Australia’s
Federal Constitution. We are told the Convention will ‘attempt to
look at governmental organisation from first principles and to
focus attention on what is needed to cope with the next fifty or so
years.'

From which set of first principles will this group determine
their answers?

For the Christian, "All authority - all power of rule - in heaven
and on carth has been given to Jesus Christ. " And He has
commanded that the Christian is " to make disciples of all the
nations baptizing them into the name - power - of the Father, Son
and Holy Spirit.”

God has granted to the Christian an authority to govern his own
life - self-control. self-government. For the Christian. govern-
ment begins with self-government (balanced by responsibility
and accountability).

Then. in right order, comes the government of the family group,

the professions, the enterprises. etc.. until, finally Civil Govern- -

ment is called upon to perform the tasks the other groups are
unable to, especially those directly concerning the common

welfare.

From this viewpoint Civil Government has a Iimil.cd ffjrfclion,
For the Christian. not only is Civil Government limited it is also
responsible, accountable. therefore. safeguards. checks and bal-
ances, have to be built into the system.

For the Christian, there is stability and continuity ina l.n-umly.
Along with Britain and the other Commonwealth nations, we

have a tri-une Constitution.

The Source of all power of rule isaTrinily., "befpre ALL things,
We worship one God in Trinity. and Trinity in Unity.. .Th.eGIorr‘y
equal. the Majesty co-eternal. . . : Neither confounding the
Persons nor dividing the Substance.

again, the first principles of

By all means let us study. once !
: h this nation was founded.

govermmental organisation upon Wth.
they are all found in the Christian Faith.

¢ -qining Section at Victor
COVER PICTURE: WAAAF Training Section a” ‘
Harbour April 1942 Course R.S. Photo from Mrs Lorna

Randell Loch Sport V.

THE AUSTRALIAN
HERITAGE SOCIETY

The Australian Heritage Society was launched in
Melbourne on September 18th, 1971 at an Australian
League of Right's Seminar. It was clear that Australia’s
heritage is under increasing attack from all sides; spiritual,
cultural, political and constitutional. A permanent body
was required to ensure that voung Australians were not cut
oft from their true heritage and the Heritage Society assum-
cd that role in a number of ways.

The Australian Heritage Society welcomes people of all
ages to join in its programme for the regeneration of the
spirit of Australia. To value the greai spiritual realities thai
we have come to know and respect through our heritage,
the virtues of patriotism, of inlegrity and love of truth, the
pursuit of goodness and beauty, an unselfish concern for
other people — to maintain a love and lovaliy for those
values.

Young Australians have a very real challenge betore
them. The Australian Heritage Society, with your suppori
can give them the necessary lead in building a better
Australia.

**Our heritage today is the fragments gleaned
from past ages; the heritage of tomorrow —
good or bad — will be determined by our ac-
tions today.’’

SIR RAPHAEL CILENTO

First Parron of The Australian Heritage Society
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WHAT'S IN A NAME

by Randall J Dicks, ]J.D.

The usual first reaction to news that a European Monarchist Congress was being held in
Warsaw, Poland, on December 8-9, 1990, was " Why Warsaw?" But why not? The simple
explanation is that Polish monarchists, who are small in number but enthusiastic in spirit,
took the initiative. They wanted to become acquainted with monarchists of other countries,
and for the international monarchists of other countries, and for the infernational monar-
chist community to become acquainted with them.

A certain surprise at the choice of Warsaw
is understandable, of course. Poland has not
had a king of its own since 1795, when King
Stanislaw 11 August Poniatowski abdicated
following the Third Partition of Poland. Po-
land’s powertul neighbours, Russia, Austria,
and Prussii, had grown increasingly nervous
at Polish liberal reform: Poland had. for in-
stance, adopted the first codified constitution
in Europe since ancient times (and only the
second such in the world. after the U.S.A.)
Less than two centuries later, Poland was 10
lead the reform movement which has swept
Eastern Europe. In 1795, however. the pow-
ers decided to deal with the threat hy force,
and independent Poland ceased to exist, The
Soviet Union adopted the same tactic with
regard to Lithuania in 1991: plrs ca change.

Aside from the matter of the lapse of two
centuries. the Polish monarchy had hardly
been a traditional one. After Poland reached
its golden age under the Jagielio dynasty. the
monarchy became eleciive (1572). Aithough
it was called a monarchy. essentially Poland
was a royal republic whose monarch was
chosen for life by the Polish nobility. The
monarch was not necessarily even a Pole: the
nation was ruled by a wvariety of French,
Swedish. and Suxon kings as well as by Poles,
Such amonarchy offers few of the advantages
ot a more traditional one. and many of the
usual disadvantages of a republic. if ihe king
must compete with other candidates for elec-
tion.

"The King ... could not
become more wealthy
than he was at the
time of his election,"

The Polishrmanarchy did offer some inter-
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esting aspects, though, such as a law that the
King. once he assumed the throne. could not
become more wealthy than he was at the lime
of his election. Application of such a law
loday would undoubtedly cause general con-
sternation among politicians and heads of
state.

There were not a great many delegaies
present at the European Monarchist Congress,
but they represented thousands of monarchists
from Hungary, the Soviet Union. Canada
{Monarchist League of Canada), Great Brit-
ain (Monarchist League). Italy (FERT), the
Russian emigration (Russian Imperial Union-
Order and Russian Monarchist League).
Bulgaria (Monarchist-Conservative Union.
whose steadfast delegates had 10 travel two
days by train in order to attend the Congress)
and the USA (Constantizn Society). The Poles
were from the Conservative-Monarchist Club
of Warsaw and similar "clubs” from citics
throughout Poland. Distracting attention from
the European Monarchist Congress were the
Polish presidential runotfelectionand a major
conservatve conference in Prague. vet at-
tendance at the general session and at the
suhsequent regional sessions was good.

The viewpoints of Polish monarchism ex-
pressed at the general session in Warsaw were
alt along the same lines, and do not reflect the
spectrum of Polish monarchist sentiment.

One speaker said. for example:

“In todav's Poland ... all traditional values
aust be rebiilt. One showld change the con-
temporary human mentality. Democracy,
which s heing experimented with so ineffec-
tively nenvadays. will not do it because stare
democracy, fike other toralitarian SYSIOMS, (Y
net built on awthentic values. State desiocracy
is an artificial formation.

The futitre of monarehy fin Poland] first of
@l depends upon the reinroduciion u;m-mm
undeniahle vatues, These are the I;cf."rr('.\‘ of
Lettive e0vifization such oy freedom, digniiy,
honower, rruth, responsibilie, and aheve (,j/.
atthority. The exsential aim of Polish B
CRISES IV 10 restore the anthentic atithoriy of

government.

“fthe ubove-mentinned valies are rejniro-
ducedin sociery. ifthere iswidespread respect
of the head of state it will mean that the
soctalist memality has heen suppressed. Only
a soctety cleared of the psvehological en-
cumbrances of its communist past. onlv d
society armed swith hroad possibilities ¢iven
by the free market, will he ready 1 accept
monarehy "

But he continued: "Let ws not be afraid of
the word ‘ictatorship'. Right-vwing diciator-
ship has nothing in commeon with lofe-wing
Iyranny in the national socialist or conmunist
version. Diciatorship is not a way of govern-
ing. Dictatorship is a method of changing
nmeans of government. it can he a methed for
the restoration of the monarehy, Therefore ior
us it he afraid of anihoritarian ride. Anthori-
tarian rule is rule bused on authoriry "

Fortunately. perhaps, Polish monarchists
do not yet speak with one veice. There are
contrasting viewpoints: there are moderates
who reject the idea of a royal or nen-royal
dictator. even during a transitionary phase.

"Romanians have
complained ... that one
dictator has
been replaced with
another ..."

Romanians have complained, g year after
their revolution. that one dictator has been
replaced by snother, that an old parnly leader-
ship has been replaced with o young one. and
that many "former” communist officials still
hold important political and economic posts.
it hardly seems a useful development in Po-
land ter exchange & red dictatorship for a blue
one,

The Polish monarchist movement is young.
and its adherents are mostly guite young, 45
well. Polish monarchists have not had eisy



access to information about modern monar-
chies and how they function, nor have they or
any other Poles been able to express them-
selves so freely on political issues for decades.

Many Polish monarchists, and perhaps many
Poles, distrust democracy, because it is a
stranger to them. and indeed has been the
enemy for many years. This monarchist
movement is just starting to feel its way; and
one hopes that in time, with experience and
exposure to monarchy as it exists in the world
today. the Polish movement will mellow and
moderate. It must do so, if it is to survive or
enjoy any credibility among the international
monarchist community and, most important,
if it is to achieve anything of benefit to the
Polish people.

Itis more important now than ever in recent
years for people to understand what one means
by "monarchy." especially if one is a propo-
nent of monarchy. Monarchy should connote
something positive, not sinister.

Monarchy is a system of government and
social structure which provides a national
leader who is a living symbol of the state and
people: who represents the nation's past,
present and future; who provides an executive
above party politics. partisan squabbles, and
the sordid collateral baggage of the political
system,'a true representative of all the people.
not merely of those who voted for him ; it is a
system whose key words include unity, sta-
bility, and continuity.

What monarchy is nof is absolutism. un-
representative tyranny, dictatorship, or arbi-
trary, authoritarian repression (all of which
are easily found in many republics in 1991).
What most serious monarchists advocate to-
day is not the monarchy of Louis XIV, Peter

the Great, the Dowager Empress Tzu Hsi', or
Central Africa's aberration, Bokassa® ... but
rather of Elizabeth 11, Juan Carlos 1, Jean of
Luxembourg, Margrethe 11.

The need for continued monarchist vigi-
lance over "what's in a name"” was demon-
strated repeatedly in the weeks before January
15th, 1991, the United Nations deadline for
Iraqi withdrawal from Kuwait. Western ref-
erences to defence of "feudal monarchies”
continued, references which were not only
judgmental but hypocritical, as no one was
going to war in defence of monarchy but
rather in defence of something much more
worldly, marketable, and slick.

..the villian of this
piece is the
Republic of Iraq ...

A distinguished United States Senator ex-
plained that in the USA, issues are debated,
and that is what makes the country different
“from a monarchy or a tyranny".* This glib
classification of monarchy with tyranny is not
only unfair, it is completely inaccurate. One
must draw the Senator's attention to the facts
that the villain of this piece is the Republic of
Iraq. and the monarchy of Kuwait was not at
issue on August 22nd, 1990, at least not as far
as the Kuwait people were concerned.

At a town meeting in Seattle, Washington,
the anguished husband of a woman serving

with the US forces in Saudi Arabia asserted, in
complaining of the President's unilateral ac-
tion in sending a force of 400,000 to Saudi
Arabia, "This is a democracy, not a monar-
chy." It would nodoubt concern the citizens of
monarchies such as Australia, Canada, New
Zealand, Denmark, Spain, the Netherlands,
and the United Kingdom to be told that they
are not living in democracies.*

The conflict in the Persian Gulf is not about
monarchy, and saying it is does not make it so.
What is at question, for the people of one
superpower, is the action of the incumbent of
the "Imperial Presidency” in doing what no
modern monarch could do. The energy ex-
pended in uninformed criticism of “feudal
monarchy” might be better applied to con-
sideration of the arbitrary use of presidential
power in the Great Democracy.

Notes:

1. Spelled Cixi in the Pinyin system; 1834-
1908; dowager empress of China 1861-1908;
regent 1861-1873, 1874-89, and 1898-1908.
Anauthoritarian, xenophobic freespender who
made a major contribution to the collapse of
the ancient Chinese monarchy.

2. Jean-Bedel Bokassa, 1921-. An Army
officer who overthrew the Central African
Republic's president (his cousin) in 1965.
Bokassa declared the country and Empire in
1976, with himself as Emperor, and staged an
extravagant Napoleonic coronation. Over-
thrown in 1979, he is now in prison.

3. The Senator in question: the Hon. George
Mitchell (Democrat, Maine), the Majority
Leader.

4. See "Monarchy and Democracy” in the
previous issue of Heritage.

I WANT LIFE, NOT A LIFESTYLE

by Suzanne Jordan

A writer who calls herself an "old-fashioned girl" confronts the 20th century

Some people were born in the wrong cen-
tury. I'mone. The signs of my out-of-placeness
are everywhere. My shelves are filled with
Victorian novels. I don't have a food proces-
sor. | spank my children. I think everyone
should learn Latin. I believe in duty. work.
fidelity and suffering. I think too much funis
not a good thing.

I don't talk the language of the 20th Cen-
tury. [ don't want to share anybody’s concerns.
facilitate, implement, gather input, get my act
together or have a meaningful relationship. 1
would rather love. help. do, understand. get
married or chew the fat. | want real words
broken by real silences.

Nobody is satisfied with just being ordinary
any more. Ordinary means you don't have to

give yourself a fancy title. You can call your-
self a maid, a caretaker, a garbage collector,
the top banana or the low man on the totem
pole. Who needs attention-getting superla-
tives? 1 want people to be so busy doing things
that count, that they hardly ever take a peek at
themselves.

I want the genuine article. I yearn to see
unstyled hair. wrinkled faces. calloused hands.
dirty fingernails and lively eyes. I want moth-
ers who smell like bacon, fathers who smell
like pipe tobacco. | want coffee to smell like
coffee. flowers to be freshly picked. grass to
be grass, school to be school and church to be
church.

The 20th Century hoopla is no fun. I'm tired
of sophisticated intellectuals. bumbling bu-

reaucrats, number-loving technocrats, wa-
tered-down theories, statistics, sex clinics.
how-to-books. over-sell and under-value.

I want to think about God. I want to laugh
heartily. I want us to cut out profundities and
gettothe real stuff. I want the truth. I want life.
not a lifestyle.

The place I want to be is home. When the
people all snuggled up to the 20th century
have had their fill of nonsense, maybe some-
one will light the lamp. fluff up their pillows.
turn down the covers and give them a place to
lay their heads.

I hope so, anyway.

Condensed from the New York Times
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by John Wiebe

The picture brings on waves of nostalgia
after more than thirty years.

There was father clad in a comfortable
sweater and sporting shoes like black glass to
reflect the flashbulb's light. The mother was
there too, sitting beside him on the comfort-
able chair, properly dressed as if for an impor-
tant family occasion.

The children were sprawled upon the floor
in front of their parents, separated from them
but still close enough for easy conversation or
for their elders to read excitement or concern
in their young faces. The

CANADA CALLS

SWITCH OFF

So,still keen forcompany, the child switches
onthetelevision. A familiar voice sings, "Come
and play. everything's a-okay", as the child's
eyes drink in a fountain of colours from the
television's electronic palette. The child has
found its "friendly neighbours” not on its own
street, but on a television programme called
"Sesame Street”.

"Sesame Street” must have seemed like a
fine idea when it was conceived in the late
1960's for American television. Its basic
concept seems to have been that education

case with reading, nor is there the time as the
untiring television instantly replaces one
technicolour image with another.

The quality of most commercial television
has declined to sewer levels during the last
three decades, intentionally so in the case of
one group of particularly violent cartoon
characters. Advertisers have found that what
was fresh and new just last year pales quickly
in a television world with dozens of channels.
This means that the slightly risqué "family
comedy"” of a few years ago that the family

was supposed to dis-

children's eyes sparkled
at the wonder of it all,
also reflecting the pale
grey glint of the magical
box in the comer of the
room.

It was such a happy
photograph. reproduced

The child gains facts ... not through discovery or
through personal interaction with teachers and
schoolmates, but through flashy entertainment and

machine-like repetition.

cuss, has now de-
volved into a session
of screaming may-
hem filled with four-
letter words that is
unworthy of a single
moment of intellec-
tual reflection.
There areexcellent

on the magazine's page
by utilising the bestcolour
printing technology of the day. And as the
edges of the page yellow with age, this appar-
ently perfect 1950's television family contin-
ues to project its supreme confidence in what
television would do for its well-being.

Television, said the broadcasters. would
keep the family together. No longer would
young children have to leave their parents to
embark upon potentially harmful forays out-
side the home. Instead. the black and white
screen would deliver the outside world to
them. bringing the finest news and entertain-
ment programming designed to strengthen
family value.

What they all watched on television could
be the topic of instant family discussion with
parental reassurance given when required.
something that was impossible in the local
cinema's darkness. Such was the promise of
the 1950's.

1991 sees a young child disgorged from a
schoolbus near its front door. Sociologists
have labelled this small. trudging form a
"latchkey child”. because since nobody is home
the child must carry a key to enter the stillness
of its house.

The child instinctively seeks company to
hear the events of the school day and 1o find
comfort for its fears and frustrations. It finds
none.
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could be delivered in small, intense "bites" of
a few seconds or minutes just like television
commercials. The programme and its many
imitators in the western world have done some
good promoting basic knowledge and living
skills, but at a cost which is visible in both the
schoolroom and in society.

The child gains facts from these programmes
not through discovery or though personal in-
teraction with teachers and schoolmates. but
through flashy entertainment and machine-
like repetition. Every fact presented is ac-
companied by the immediate gratification of
seeing fuzzy cartoon characters. computer-
enhanced images or ever smiling actors.

It is an impossible act for the classroom
teacher to follow. What human being in a
room filled with children in motion could be
forever smiling, entertaining and informative
all at once? Even if this was possible, what
human being could also delivery the personal
care and correction that all children require?

So even at an early age television helps to
create a chasm in the child's mind between
what it sees on television and the real world in
which it dwells. Reading may often seem less
important to the child because television is
always present with information and a quick
reward for watching the show. There is no
need to pause or ponder about ideas as is the

programmes avail-
able on non-commercial networks during
prime viewing hours, but ratings indicate that
only a small proportion of the public watches
them.

Meanwhile western society continues its
slide to the point where the traditional notion
of family isitselfin danger of fading away like
the latent image on a just switched off televi-
sion screen. An ironic image it is too, as this
simple act of switching off the television might
be an important factor in our society's salva-
tion.

Just think of children reading to obtain the
thrill of discovering the new. Consider their
parents having the time to discuss their life
experiences and having dialogue with their
children as they share their feelings in turn.
Siblings wouldn't desert each other to flee to
separate video screens but could care for and
talk to one another in a real three-dimensional
world created by themselves. All this and
much more could be waiting for the inhabit-
ants of the developed world if they have the
courage todispense withtelevisionand "switch
of " for good.

Looking once more at the faded advertise-
ment for the video age of the 1950)'s. can the
mother in the photo be grimacing just a little?
Perhaps she wishes she could tell her children
to. "Turn off that thing and let's talk!"



BOOKS THAT SHOULD NOT BE
FORGOTTEN

by Nigel Jackson
BORIS PASTERNAK, DR ZHIVAGO and 1990

(Part three ... Nature and Politics)

Nature, living and virgin, plays a funda-
mental part in the moral and spiritual
economy of the novel.

The very essence of Nature is often
counterposed to human failure and corrup-
tion; as in Chapter V Section 5: "How intense
can be the longing to escape from the empti-
ness and dullness of human verbosity, to take
refuge in nature, apparently so inarticulate ...".
And Pasternak indicates clearly what he un-
derstands as the essence of Nature in Section
6, where he recounts Yury's appreciation of
the many beauties of a Meluzeyevo night:

The night was full of quiet. secret sounds.
Next 1o him, inside the passage. a tap dripped
evenly with full, slow drops. Somewhere out-
side the window people were whispering.
Somewhere in the vegetable patch they were
watering cucumber beds. clanking the chain
of the well as they drew the water and poured
it from pail to pail.

There was a smell of all the flowers at once.
as if the earth had been unconscions all day
long and were now waking.

And from the Countess's centuries-old
garden. so littered with fallen branches that it
was impenetrable, the dusty aromatic smell of
old lime trees coming into blossom drifted in
@ huge wave as tall as a house ...

An enormous crimson moon rose behind
the rook's nests in the Countess’s garden. At

first it was the colowr of the new brick mill in
Zybushino. then it turned yellow like the wa-
ter-tower at Biryuchi.

And just under the window, the smell of
new-mown hay, as strong as Chinatea. mived
with that of deadly nightshade.

... hevond the black barns of Meluzeyevo
shone the stars ...

Everything was fermenting, growing. rising
with the veast of life. The joy of living. like a
still wind. swept in a tidal wave through fields
and towns. through walls and fences. through
wood and flesh.

The description is carried on into Section 7:

the moon stood high ... (Yury) was so
overcome hy the splendour ofwhat he saw that

he sat down on the bench outside the fire
station and looked instead of listening ...

From the small front gardens, sweaty yel-
low heads of maize with oily whiskers looked
in at the windows, and single pale thin holly-
hocks gazed into the distance over the fences,
like women in their night-shifts whom the heat
indoors had driven out for a breath of air.

The moonlit night was as astonishing as
mercy or the gift of second sight.

It is plain that for Pasternak the essence of
Nature is that it is Life, not life in the sense of
banal survival but life in the sense that Jesus
spoke of when He said that he had come so that
we might have life and have it abundantly. By
contrast, many human beings harden their
hearts, refuse admittance to that life, and of
them Jesus said succinctly: "Let the dead bury
theirdead.” It should also be observed that for
Pasternak Nature is sacred, is a source of
revelation, as is especially signalled by the
reference to the supralogical reality of "mercy”
and "the gift of second sight”. In Casts and
Races (Perennial Books, UK, 1982) the dis-
tinguished metaphysician Frithjof Schuon re-
marked: "It must be emphasised that in the
realm of forms, as in that of spirit, everything
is false which is not consonant either with
virgin nature or with a sanctuary; everything
legitimate is connected with nature on the one
hand and with the sacred on the other." (page
22). The "wilderness" into which Jesus with-
drew to struggle against the Adversary was
the world of living Nature. It is partly in this
context that Yevgraf's advice to Yury and
Tonyain Chapter V1 Section 16 10 "goback to
the land" must be understood.

Another important aspect of Nature is re-
vealed in Chapter V11 Section 15, when Yury
and his family are enjoying "time out” with the
other passengers and clearing snow from the
line (which. symbolically aptly. took three
days):

_The winding bed of a stream which in
spring would rush down to the viaduct below
the railway bank, but which at present was
tucked up in the snow, like a child in its cot

with its head under the eiderdown ...

But the sun sparkled on the blinding
whiteness and Yury cut clean slices out of the
snow, starting landslides of dry diamondfires.
It reminded him of his childhood. He saw
himself in their yard at home, dressed in a
braided hood and black sheepskin fastened
with hooks and eyes sewn into the curly fleece.
cutting the same dazzling snow into cubes and
pyramids and cream buns and fortresses and
cave cities. Life had had a splendid taste in
those far-off days. everything had been a feast
Sor the eyes and for the stomach!

Nature is connected with childhood inno-
cence, with the inability to sin greatly and
cause grievous harm to fellow-creatures.
Doctor Zhivago contrasts this innate goodness
withthe positive increase inevildoing brought
about by the revolution and particularly by the
Bolsheviks.

Another important quality of living Nature
is revealed in a subsequent passage in Section
16, during a description of a ruined station:

Every evening they (Yury and his family)
returned to it when the sun - out of lovalry to
old habits - set, just as it had always done,
behind the hirch outside the telegraphist’s
window'.

A part of the outside wall had fallen in and
cluttered up the room, but the window was still
there and the corner opposite remained un-
touched, with its coffee-coloured wallpaper.
the tiled stove with a round vent and a copper
lid. and the inventory of the office furniture in
a black frame. Exactly as before the disaster.
the setting sun crept over the tiles and lit a
warm brown glow on the paper and hung the
shadow of the birch on a hook like a woman's
scarf.

Nature is a refuge for Yury and Pasternak
because it cannot be made subservient to the
inhuman ideology of the Bolsheviks and
communists. just as it cannot be destroyed by
human power. In this respect Nature is im-
plicitly seen as embodying aspects of Provi-
dence. In Sections 21 and 22 Nature is linked
with happiness the bliss that is an aspect of the
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"peace that surpasses human understanding”,
and with resurrection (spring, renewal and
new birth). In Section 23 it is linked with
freedom. Some fugitives from the train "Just
ran away - like running water.” More myste-
riously, in Section 24 Nature, through the
waterfallto which Vassya listens, is associated
with evil:

There was nothing comparable to the wa-
terfall anywhere in the neighbourhood. It was
unique and this made it terrible, transformed
it into a being endowed with life and con-
sciousness, perhaps that of the dragon or
winged serpent of these parts, who levied
tribute and preyed upon the countryside.

This comparison reminds us of the dragon
in Yury's poemsabout Saint George. Curiously,
Y ury twice insists that the dragon is ultimately
despatched not by the saint but by his horse, a
"faithful steed". Perhaps the horse is to be
compared to the only apparently lowly chari-
oteer in the Bhagadvagita who conveys King
Arjuna over the battlefield. The charioteer
tums out to be the divine incarnation of Krishna.
Pasternak is perhaps dropping a hint (he once
wrote about concealing pieces of truth in his
work like sticks of dynamite) that, for all the
horrors of the inhuman ideology which de-
stroyed Old Russia, evil is also a part of
creation. of living Nature, which must be
accepted, as Jesus accepted the Adversary.
when he spoke to him after withstanding the
temptations and said not "Get thee hence!” as
some mistranslations have it, but "Follow
me!” - an invitation to go with Him. Ursula le
Guin recreated the same critical act of mag-
nanimity in the final crisis of A Wizard of
Earthsea.

Pasternak sees that for Man the beauty of
Nature is to be partly experienced by fruitful
work within its settings. In Chapter 1X Sec-
tion | Yury begins his diary with a quotation
that conveys the magical exultation that Na-
ture arouses in us, and then adds:

What happiness it is to work from dawn to
dusk for your family and yourself, 10 build a
roof over their heads. to till the soil to feed
them, to create your own world, like Robinson
Crusoe. in imitation of the Creator of the
universe.and to bring forth your life, as if vou
were your own mother, again and again.

This insight should be contrasted with its
correlative: the awareness that Bolshevism
and kindred ideologies, if they gain power,
impose a great deal of frustratingly unfruitful
labour on human beings.

Pasternak and Yury are also familiar with
yet another deeply loved aspect of Nature, as
shown in the description of the rowan tree in
Chapter X11 Section I:

Thew forest was autumn hare, so that you
could see right into itas through an open gate.
Here a splendid. solitary. rusty rowan had
alone kept its leaves. Growing on a mound
whichrose above the low, sucking, hummocky
marsh. it reached into the sky. holding up the
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flat round shields of its hard crimson berries
against the leaden menace of winter. Small
winter birds with feathers as bright as frosty
dawns - bullfinches and tom-tits - settled on it
and picked the largest berries, stretching out
their necks and throwing back their heads to
swallow them.

There seemed to be a close living connec-
tion between the birds and the tree, as if the
rowan had watched them for a long time,
refusing todo anything, but had in the end had
pity on them: as though, like a foster mother,
she had unbuttoned herself and offered them
her breast, smiling as much as to say: "Well,
all right, all right, eat me, have your fill.”

Mother Nature! The phrase may sound like
acliche but conveys the awesome truth that it
is Nature which nourishes Man, and which
nourishes all the different centres in him.
Later the rowan tree is identified with Lara. It
can also be seen as the Tree of Life.

And Pasternak’s meditation on Nature rises
to perhaps its greatest height in chapter XV
Section 13 over the dead body of Yury:

... only the flowers took the place of the
singing and the psalms.

They did more than blossom and smell
sweet. In unison, like a choir, perhaps has-
tening decomposition, they unstintingly poured
out their fragrance and, imparting something
of their scented strength to evervone, seemed
to be accomplishing a ritual.

The kingdom of plants can easily be thought
of as the nearest neighbour of the kingdom of
death. Perhaps the mysteries of transforma-
tion and the enigmas of life which so torment
us are concentrated in the green of the earth,
among the trees in gravevards and the flow-
ering shoots springing from their beds. Mary
Magdalene, not at once recognising Jesus
risenfromthe grave,took Himfor the gardener.

And perhaps we still really live in the Garden
of Eden, the expulsion being something which
occurred only in a part of our souls and which
is by no means irreversible.

Vi

In Doctor Zhivago the Russian Revolution
is seen essentially as subhuman, for all its
initial idealism in many honest hearts.

Itis seen as the destroyer of the moral order.
In Chapter 1V Section 14 these are some of
Lara's thoughts during 1917:

She had noticed u sharp change around her
recently. Before, there had been obligations
of all kinds. sacred duties - your duty to your
country. to the army. to societv. But now ...
evervthing seemed to have been deposed,
nothing was any longer sacred.

Everything had changed suddenly - the tone,
the moral climate ... There was no one around.
neither family nor people whose judgment vou
respected ... '

Life becomes deformed by lying. In Chapter
VIIL Section 4 Yury responds to

Samdevyatov's defence of Marxism"

“"Marxism is not sufficiently master of itself

tobe ascience. Science is more balanced. You
talk about Marxism and objectivity. | don’t
know of any teaching more self-centred and
Surther from the facts than Marxism. Ordi-
narily, people are anxious to test their theo-
ries in practice, to learn from experience. but
those who wield power are so anxious to
establish the myth of their own infallibility
that they turn their back on truth as squarely
as they can.”

In Chapter XV Section 7 Yury tells Misha
Gordon and Nicky Dudorov how dangerous it
is to live a life of lies:

"The great majority of us are required to
live a life of constant, systematic duplicity.
Your healthis bound to be affected if . day after
day, you say the opposite of what you feel. if
you grovel before what you dislike and rejoice
at what brings vou nothing but misfortune.
Your nervous system isn’t a fiction, it’s part of
your physical hody, and your soul exists in
space and is inside you, like the teeth in your
head.Youcan'tkeep violating itwithimpunity.”

In Chapter XV1 Section 2 Misha has grown
closer to Yury's insight, as shown in his talk
with Nicky, after each of them has had a taste
of the Gulag:

“l think that collectivisation was both a
mistake and afailure,and because that couldn’t
be admitted, every means of intimidation had
to he used to make people forget how to think
and judge for themselves. to force them to see
whatwasn’tthere,and tomaintain the contrary
of what their eyes told them. Hence the
unexampled harshness of the Yezhov terror.
and the promulgation of a constitution which
was never intended to be applied, and the
holding of elections not based on the principle
of a free vote.”

Related to this atmosphere of lies is a
characteristic revolutionary traitnoted by Lara
as she talks to Yury in Chapter 1X Section 15
- the living under an assumed name. Such a
practice not merely assists covert and illegal
operations, buterodes the revolutionary's sense
of his own identity and, thus, his humanity.
The practice should be contrasted with the
traditional esoteric insistence that a vital part
of the search for wisdom is the discovery of
one's true name (as opposed to one's given
name). Ursula le Guin wrote well about the
meaning of the true name in heraforementioned
Wizard of Earthsea. The true name is a word
or words whose sounds exactly correspond to
the specific sound - or vibrations - of one's
own soul.

Pasternak deplores the revolution's destruc-
tion in many people of the power of inde-
pendent thought. of genuineness. Back in
Moscow in 1917 in Chapter VI! Section 4
Yury is disappointed at changes in his friends:

His friends had become strangely dim and
colourless. Not one of them had kept his own
outlook, his own world ... How effortlessiy.
how happily. had they given up the habit of
independent thought!



In Chapter X111 Section 14 Lara discusses
the same malady with Yury:

"The great misfortune, the root of all the
evil to come. was the loss of faith in the value
of personal opinions. People imagined that it
was out of date to follow their own moral
sense, that they must all sing the same tune in
chorus. and live by other people’s notions, the
notions which were heing crammed down
evervhody's throat.”

And in Chapter X1V Section 6 she adds:

“Look at that instinct for domesticity. It just
shows, nothing can destroy the longing for
home and for order. Children are more hon-
est. they aren't frightened of the truth, but we
are so afraid of seeming to be behind the times
that we are ready to betray what is most dear
to us, and praise what repels us, and say yes to
what we don’t understand.”

Related to the loss of authentic individual-
ity is the erosion of conscience. which Alex-
ander Gromeko deplores in Chapter V1 Sec-
tion 4. That is why the revolutionaries tend to
be as Lara describes them to Yury in Chapter
1X Section 15: "They are made of stone, these
people. they aren’t human, with all their rules
and principles.” In Chapter X Section 6
Pasternak refers to some veteran revolution-
aries as "men in whom everything alive and
human had been driven out by political con-
ceit."

Such ideologues acquire deformed person-
alities. To be a simple fisherman in Chapter
V11 Section 27, to be "politically conscious™
is to suffer "amisfortune”. He has seen through
a typical Bolshevik euphemism to the fact of
an indoctrination that dehumanises. In Chap-
ter X1V Section 16 Yury observes the damage
in Pasha:

It was the disease, the revolutionary mad-
ness of the age: that is his heart everyone was
utterly differentfrom hiswordsand the ontw ard
appearance he assumed. No one had a clear
conscience. Evervone had some reason tofeel
that he was guilty of everything . that he was an
imposter,an undetected criminal. The slightest
pretext was enough to launch the imagination
of an orgy of self-torture. People slandered
and accused themselves, not only out of terror
but of their own will. from a morbidly de-
structive impulse, in a state of metaphysical
trance. carried away by that passion for self-
condemnation which cannot be checked once
it has been given free rein.

An important set of insights into Pasha (as
Strelnikov) is provided in Chapter V11 Sec-
tions 29 and 30. Yury sees him as "a finished
product of the will". This is that “false will",
known to tradition, which is so often mistaken
for true willpower. Probably the same false
will drove Anna Gromeko to urge Yury to
court her daughter. Yury considers that
Strelnikov appears superbly gifted but suspects
that itis not "the gift of originality”. "His talent
...mightequally be one of imitation”. Pasternak
then comments on the man's “unbridled
revolutionary fervour". “fanaticism” and

ruthlessness. Several plangent summaries get
to the heart of his failure:

But to the task of a scientist breaking new
ground, his mind would have failed to bring
an intuition for the incalculable: the capacity
for those unexpected discoveries which shat-
ter the barren harmony of empty foresight.

And in order to do good to others he would
have needed, besides the principles which
filled his mind, and unprincipled heart - the
kind of heart that knows of no general cases.
but only of particular ones, and has the
greamess of small actions.

Filled with the loftiest aspirations from his
childhood, he had looked upon the world as a
vast arena where everyone competed for
perfection, keeping scrupulously to the rules.
When he found that it was not like that, it did
not occur to him that he was wrong in over-
simplifving the world order.

There we see another of the life-inhibiting
characteristics of the ideologues: reductionism.
Later, in Chapter 1X Section 14, Yury suc-
cinctly comments on revolutionaries like
Strelnikov in words that echo the teaching of
Gurdjieff: "Revolutionaries who take the law
into their own hands are horrifying, not as
criminals, but as machines that have got out of
control, like a run-away train.” A final snap-
shot of Strelnikov appears in Chapter X1V
Section 15 in Yury's memory: "Cut and dried
ideas, a one-track mind, harsh principles and
unlimited self-righteousness."

A prime aspect of the revolutionary de-
structiveness can be seen in their attitude to
language. Here, arange of quotations from the
novel will be quickly given:

The current spy mania reduced all talk to a
stale official patter: conversation was dis-
couraged by ostentatious loyalty.(Chapter 1 V
Section 8)

“By the way, we don't say rooms any more;
it's called 'living space’ nowadays.” (Chapter
V1 Section 2)

Food and firewood were replaced by the
‘problems of alimentation and fuel supply’.
(Chapter V1 Section 5)

(Yury's diary) "What is it that prevents me
from being useful as a doctor or a writer? |
think it is not so much our privations or our
wanderings or our constantly changing and
unsetiled lives, as the power in our day of
rhetoric, of the cliche - all this ‘dawn of the
future’, 'building a new world'. 'torch-bearers
of mankind’ ... The reason it is so pomipous is
that there is no imagination at the back of it,
because the thought is second-rate.” (Chapter
1X Section 7)

(Lara talking to Yury about her marriage
with Pasha) "Iustead of being nawral and
spontaneous aswe had always been, we hegan
1o be idiotically pompous with each other.
Something showy. artificial forced, creptinto
our conversation - youfelt youhadto be clever
inacertainwayabout certainworld-important
themes.” (Chapter X111 Section 14)

Dudorov’s piousplatitudes were inthe spirit

of the age. But it was precisely their correct-
ness, their transparent sanctimoniousness, that
exasperated Yury. Men who are noi free, he
thought,always idealise their bondage ... Yury
could not bear the political mysticism of the
Soviet intelligentsia. (Chapter XV Section 7)

Asapoet, Pasternak resented the corruption
of language intensely. He saw how the pro-
motion of an "accepted style” of discourse
stifled independent criticism, obliterated the
terse grace of traditional vocabulary. separated
people from reality and poisoned personal
relationships.

Other defects of revolutionary ideologues
exposed by Pasternak included their useless
violence (Chapter V111 Section 5), their in-
ability to create and build a new culture
(Chapter 1X Section 14) and their cult of
rudeness (Chapter X Section 6).

Most importantly of all, Bolshevism is seen
in the novel as fundamentally opposed to life,
to healthy human living. For example, here is
Yury's passionate response to Liberius
Mikulitsin, the Red partisan leader, in Chapter
X1 Section 5:

The idea of social betterment as it is un-
derstood since the October Revolution doesn't
Jill me with enthusiasm. Secondly, it is so far
from being put into practice, and the mere talk
about it has cost such a sea of blood. that | am
not at all sure if the end justifies the means.
And lastly, and above all, when | hear people
speak of reshaping life it make me lose my self-
control and 1 fall into despair.

Reshaping life! People who can say that
have never understood a thing about life - they
have never felt its breath, its heart - however
much they have seen or done. They look on it
as a lump of raw material which needs to be
processed by them, to be ennobled by their
touch. But life is never a material, a substance
to be moulded. If you want to know, life is the
principle of self-renewal, it is constantly re-
newing and remaking and changing and
transfiguring itself, it is infinitely bevond your
or my inept theories about it.

Urban conditioning, opportunism, impa-
tience and many other vices have caused the
revolutionaries to lose adequate contact with
life itself.

Vil

Another topic that should not be overlooked
is Pasternak’'s Jewishness - he was three-
quarters Sephardic Jew and one-quarter Rus-
sian. Clearly he is a worthy descendant of the
writers of the Psalms and the Song of Solomon.
I am not sure, however, that I agree with his
advice to the Jews given in Chapter 1V Sec-
tion 12and Chapter 1 X Section 15. He preaches
assimilation and the adoption of Christianity.
This suited Pasternak, but it will not suit many
Jews. Judaism remains a great and valid sacred
tradition, with its culture and its people. Its

HERITAGE - JULY 91 - PAGE 19






SHEEP DROVE SCOTS TO
AUSTRALIA

by Neil McDonald

Not all of Australia's early settlers arrived as convicts. Other pressures drove
British familes from their homeland to the risks and doubts of an uncertain future

in disant lands.

Until { visited Scotland a few years ago,
thought litile of the reasons for that forced
migration. At Portrec on the Isle of Skye |
hought two small books: Mightier tham e Lord
hy lain Fraser Grigor and The Highland
Clearances by John Prehble.

These books covered the period of the
Scottish ‘clearances’. The Isle of Skye had
been under the control of two lords: MacLeod
controlled the northern area from Dunvegan
Castle; MacDonald of Sleat controlled the
southern part from Armidale Castie.

All land, as well as fish, birds and game
legally belonged 1o the lords. The best land
with forests was reserved only for deer hunt-
ing. The rest of the laml was rented to the
people who werc crofters and subsistence
farmers.

The small plots - often less than the arca of
an Australian football field - were not blessed
with more than wind-swept grasses. The stonc
walled cottages withthatehed rools and carthen

flgors. in which then lived, were built by these
families.

Food was basic: vegetables. pouliry and
goat's milk and meat. An agent of the Lord - a
factor or tacksman - called to collect rent
which was often in arrears. Tenants were
denied written leases but were expected 1o
answer the call 10 arms when needed.

The ultimate threat to the security of tenants
was not a rival army. It came on four legs. clad
in a woollen overcoat. Black-faced Cheviot
sheep became a more economic proposition
for the lords than the miserable human ten-
ants. From northern England. 200,000 sheep
moved into Scotland every year.

On Skyc the lords’ problem was how io
displace tenants and run more sheep. Forced
migration was a ready answer,

Cottages were burned and evicted families
were forced to choose an unknown destination
- Canada or Australia. In the mid 1800's
thousands of such displaced persons came

from Scotland 1o Australia. crammed beneath
hatches on sailing ships.

Yet. with courage and adaptability. most
survived and tlourished. In a climate so dif-
fereni, Scots moved. together with other pic-
neers, into Australia’s open spaces to develop
skills in business and farming.

My late mother’s grandparents were among
the victims ot what became known as the
‘Scottish Clearances’. My maternal preat-
grandmother arrived in Australia as a widow
with eight children. her husband having died
betore the ship left England.

Who can imagine the menial stress of
separation from family (o rear one's children
alone in astrange unknown faraway land? Yet
the Scottish lords were not entirely to hlame.

They too were victims of a great famine
caused by failure of the potato crops and
disease in black cattle. The colonies offered a
solution to the lords’ problem.

The Skye Scots had hittle option but to
accept the challenge, leaving the prospect of
starvation at home to struggie for survival
here. Thev. too, helped build our nation.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Sir - Re: Australian flag debate.

My qualifications to be called an Aus-
tralian are: Born October 3, 1923, in WA
spent 4 '/z years in the army; joined 2/1 6th
Battalion - one year's active service in the
Pacific: Rotarian volunteer ambulance -
civil defence.

That piece of blue cloth represents
Australia and its peopte. The Union Jack
represents the pioneers who moulded th?s
continent under the Southern Cross. This
is our own flag. The world knows our flag.
Change it and we have lost our identity.

I spent 12 years in New Guinea after the
war. On Independence Day in October
1975, many old peopie cried when the
Australian flag was lowered. In Chimbuin
inthe highlands, warriorsin large numbers
tried to pull down their New Guinea flag.

In Madang | made a movie of the lower-
ing of the Australian flag. It was lowered
very slowly and folded up meticulously
then the New Guinea flag was raised.
There was no cheering - white and indig-
enous pecple mingled fogether in har-
mony.

This is what you call the piece of blue
cloth. Immigrants sign their allegiance to
the flag. The saying goes: "Aleopard does
not change his spots”.

Don't change our flag.

The young people of Australia have
heen confused enough. | am proud of our
flag and wish it io be draped over may last
journgy.

Fred Grosser. Yanchep
reprinted from "Wanneroo Times. (WA)

12.3.91

Dear Sir,

| have just watched the Edinburgh
Military Tattoo 1990 on TV,

| was particularly impressed by the
"Australian segment" which consisted of
the South Australian Police Band the South
Australian Girl Dancers (World Champi-
ons). They "did us proud".

| found the dancers attire quite ingen-
ious and was mostimpressed on realising
the sash acrossthe chestwasinfact OUR
FLAG. Further, at the end, when "Tie Me
Kangaroo Down, Sport” was being played.,
a "kangaroo” came onto stage and was
surrounded by the girls.

When they stepped back, each had part
of a huge AUSTRALIAN FLAG. which

Cont page 22
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FARMER WINS POLICE TRESPASS

BATTLE

By David Bevan

The High Court yesterday underlined
the sacredness of a person's home and the
strict limits on police powers of entry.

The decision was made in a case which
invoived a curious mixture of legal judgments
from as far back as 1604 and an incapacitated
farmer from South Australia’s Mid North.

Five High Court judges unanimously found
that two police officers who dclivered a
summons to Mr Sydney Plendy. at his property
near Port Piric in December, 1978, were
trespassers hecause they knew he did not want
them on his land. The decision is & clear
statement of the limitations on police entering
a person's private property without authority.
Speaking from his -tha properiy at Napperby.
ncar Port Pirie. where he grazes 16 sheep as
"lawnmowers”. Mr Plenty said: "The whole
issuc of civil liberties was on the line - as to
whether an Australian's home ... is his castle”.

In handing down the judgment. the court
yuoted 18th-century British statesman William
Pitt. who summed up the sanctity of a person's
home by saying that although "the rain” may
enter the cottage of “the poorest man” the
King of England "dares net cross the threshold
of the ruined tenement”.

The case began in October, 1978, when
police tried to serve & summons on Mr Plenty

over an alleged shoplifiing offence involving
his daughter. then aged 14, who they alleged
stole a chocolate bar worth 56¢. When the
family faifed to appear in court. a fresh sum-
mons was issued and on December 5 two
officers delivered it to Mr Plenty.

The daughter was acquitted of the offence
but Mr Plenty sued the officers and the State of
South Australia for trespass - in the Supreme
Court and then in the Fuil Cour.

He failed, but yesterday the High Coun
ruled the officers were trespassing hecause
they had no authority - cither from common
law or from parliamentary law - to go onto the
farm.

The court said there was an implied consent
that people on lawful business may knock on
aperson’s door unless the occupier withdraws
permission to do so.

The Full court said police knew "full well”
Mr Plenty did not want them delivering
surnmonses personally.

The court said police do have authority to
cnter a property with a warant or in other
special cases but it ruled that delivering a
surmimons did not carry any such authority.

"We would unhesitatingly reject the sug-
gestion that this tresspass was of a trifling
nature,” the judgment says. "If the courts of
common law do not uphold the rights of indi-
viduals by granting cffective remedies they

invite anarchy, for nothing breeds social dis-
orderasquickly asthe sense ofinjustice which
isapttobe generated by the unlawful invasion
of a person's rights - pariticularly when the
invader is a government official "

The High Court sent the case back to the
Full Court of South Australia for a decision on
damages and costs which will be awarded in
Mr Plenty's favour.

A spokeman for the Crown Solicitor’s Of-
fice said police had alwuys beenrequired o be
carelul when entering private property.

He said the ramifications were “lzirly clear
and limited™.

In most cases police deliver summonses
hefore an occupier says they arc unwelcome.

Mr Plenty, 57, said he had fought for 12
years against "all the forces of the crown” te
prove his home was his eastle.

[t cost him about 325,000 10 go to High
Court but he is now waiting for costs and
damages to be awarded in his favour.

Mr Plenty also had been convicied of as-
saulling one of the officers and as a result he
said he was "dis-fellowshiped” from hischurch
and some of is family would not talk 1o him.

He said yesterday's decision meant his as-
saull conviction also shoutd be overturncd.

Reprintedfrom " Advertiser” Adelaide 8.3.91

LETTERS TO THE
EDITOR

From page 21

they held up high. It was guite thrilling.
Indeed both the Police and the Girls de-
serve heartfelt congratulations!

The final touch was their evident re-
spect, when "God Save the Queen”, was
being played. It was heartwarming for
one born in the days of the Old British
Empire.

Ifeltit was appropriate to mention this to
you, partly because of the general stance
of "Heritage" and more specifically in the
hight of the poem "Qur Flag - Cur System"
printed on page 13 of the September-
November. 1990 "Heritage" (No 58).
Shirley Thomas
Sans Souci NSW
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THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS

The golden key to unity;

Old in years, yet ever new,

"Do unto others as you would

That they should do to you."

The law and prophets both are thereg!
Christ's major mission crystal clear,
No need to see Him through the haze
Of argued words or ritual maze:

To miss the forest, lost in trees.
Recall condemned Pharisees

Who versed so well in scriptural faw
Were yet, in charity poor.

Must [ believe Christ's truth was bent!
That more or less was said than meant?
"This is the law and prophets too:

Do unto others as you would

That they should do to you."

Here is the way, the truth, the life,

And where ¢hurch doctrines lead to
strife

The golden rule has been forgotten

And much in "Denmark's state is rotten.”

by
Harold Darwin






BOOK REVIEW

by Dawn Thompson

BANJO PATTERSON'S PEOPLE

Selected poems and prose. illustraied by Darothy Gauvin

Ofcourse "Banjo'" Pattersons poems need nointroduction, as they have been delighting

Australian readers since the 188('s.

A son of the NSW station country, Andrew
Barton Patterson grew up a lonely vouth, and
became head of the household atithe age of 23,
when his father died. and his mother and five
sisters joined him in Sydney where he was a
clerk in a solicitors” office.

His first notable baliad. in 1888, was "Ofd
Pardaon. the Son of Reprieve” . published inthe
"Bulletin” - that nursery of Ausiralian talent -
under the nom-de-plume of "The Banjo".
which happencd to be the name of his favouriie
horse. His true identity was not revealed until
1893 when "The Man from Snow River aind
other verses” was published,

In 190 Patterson gave up the law to be-
come a full-time and most respected journalist
and editor. He was a war carrespondent in the
Boer War. and held several editorial positions.
but the call of the bush re-asserted itself, and
he moved to the Snowy River counry, and
later to a wheat farm near Grenfell, while still
pursuing his jeurnalistic carcer.

He was a handsome gentleman. of sober
character, who enjoved a happy marriage and
family [ife. being alwavs quite modest abouwt
his writings.

From his works we perceive that he was
ever the champion of the under-dog, the lintle
man. the worker or. in fact. the down-and-out
or the rascal. which way partly explain his
enduring appeal to the Australian character.

This cotfec-table 1ype book has 27 selec-
tions of Patlerson's works. two of them prose,
which deserve 1o be better known, Many of
the old favourites are there - rellective. merry
and tragic. and some that are nol so weli
known,

However, as well as the certain attraction of
these well-loved works, this book is literally
illuminated with the most beautiful colour
reproductions of paintings especially done to
express the subtieties of meaning behind the
author's words.

Nu mere book illustrations. cach picture is
asizeable painting, many of which have sold
for thousands of dollars, Painstaking research
and great care has been iaken 1o authenticale
materials in the peried depicted, and the re-
sults are entirely delightful, be it i the mis-
chievous shaving scenes ol “The Man from
frenbark” or the shadowy blacks in “Sefthush
Bill's fnguest™ 1o 1he touching okl horse in
“The Drewving Davs” or the brilliam and Turi-

ous "Wild Cartle”,

The astist responsible for capturing such
beautiful and evocative scenes is a pretty and
plucky little Queensland lady . Dorothy Gauvin,
who belicves first and foremost. that to avoid
being a mere decoration. a picture must have
“something to say” as indeed hers do.

While battling the crippling discase of
rheumatoid arthritis she has painted exten-
sively and held several suceessful exhibitions.
drawing on her bush childhood and her fa-
ther's recollections to reproduce the lives and
characters of carly Australians. Not the Teast
cntertuining part of the book is her descrip-
tions of how some of the pictures were cre-
ated. and the rationale behind them.

The froni cover carries a splendidly lively
picture of atrio of suceessful bookmakers ata
country race-meeting revelling in a private
joke - a great introduction to a mosi cnjoyable
hook.

Published by Angusand Roberisonin 1987,
and available from good bookshops for $19.95
plus postage.

PROPHECY AND POLITICS

Militit Evangelists on the Road 1o Nuclear
War
Iy Grace Halsell

tormerly a speechwriter for Lyndon
Johnson, and the author of sume ten books,
Grace Halsell is a skilled rescarcher ang
writes with a simplicity that makes this
complex suhject very easy to follow.

Sheis a Christian herself, reared in Texas in
a simple fundamental faith and has travelled
the world in the course of her work as a wirter.,
Researching this hook 1ook her on g pilgrim-
agetothe Holy Land. which was sponsored hy
the evangelist Jerry Falwell, und she also
attended the first Christian Zionist Congress
in Basle, :

In this book she traces the development
from 1967 of |le surprising hut powerful
allisnce between the American cvangelisly
and the state of Israel, )

Following Hal Lindsev's book. “The Lare

Grear Planet Earelt”. millions ol people in
America, including Ronatd Reagan, became
interested in the interpretation of Biblical
prophecy 1o promote the beliel that a nuclear
war was incvitable, that it was the will of God.
and a necessary precursor 1o the second com-
ing of Christ. This belief, along with that of the
Jews heing God's Chosen People, and Isracl's
sacred right 1o all the Palestinian territory.
including Jerusalem and the Temple Mount.
was laken up and promoted with an hypnotic
fervour by several populurevangelists, who, it
is believed. arc reaching an estimated 80
million Americans with their message of an
incvitable nuclear holocaust, und this influ-
ence is permeating right through to top-levl
decision-makers throughout America. and
indeed elscwhere,

Known as the New Christian Right, al-
though the author finds their theology very
distorted and far from the teachings of Christ.
these militant evangelists have access to
enormous funds 10 support their ohjectives.
and their influence impacis on the palicies of
the USA as a nation,

Notunly the Zionist lobhy. but vast numbers
of evangelical Christians are voting for poli-
cies in support of the beliefs so fostered: they
influence public opinion and provide vast
financial support.

The Palestinians. many of whom have been
Christians iraditionally since the time of Christ,
seem Lo he regarded as invisible non-persons
in this scenario. and indeed the rest of the
world is regarded as disposable as well, The
values taught in the Sermon on the Mount.
Gruace Halsell points out, just don't seem to
register in this fanatical fervour to lullill a
version of prophecy that seems to promise a
new heaven and a new carth, with Christ
returning to reign.

As events unfold in the Middle Eust. the
insight provided by this book inte the pres-
surey inﬂucncing our ally, the USA, will be
very helpful in undersianding why things
happen as they do. How should Australia
regardthese influences that are shaping events
of which weare a part? Are the same pressures
perhaps at work in our own country? It cer-
tainty bears thinking about. and deserves some
mvesitgation.

This 200 page paperback is dedicated "To
those who seek peace”. and it is a most
worthwhile hook for the thoughtful reader.

Published in {987 by Veritas. it 1s available
from Heritage Bookshop, PO Box 10435,
Midland 6056 WA or any League Bookshep
for S 14 posted.
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