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“FATHER (HRISTMAS

“From (HINA

URING the last decade

the doctrine of economic
ration-alism has weighed
heavily upon Australians. Its
cornerstone is the hallowed
“free market”.

I used to associate markets with
freedom, but — with the advent of
the WTO, GATT, NAFTA, APEC
— no longer! The inappropriate use
of the word ‘market’ today was
exemplified by an article I read
recently abour health care in which
a hospiral adminiscrator talked

about the marker for organ

rrancenlanre — Anllare nnd cents, life

I} we are hOnest Wil ouacives,
we must admit that money plays an
integral part of almost every
decision we make, from major
(where to go to school) to trivial
(where to go for lunch). Money tsa
resource — some of us have more,
some less, and almost all of us
would like to have more. Money
can't buy happiness, we solemnly
swear, yct we see evidence all
around us chat lack of money is
often linked with misery. Can't buy
me love and All you need is love are
rwo of the best-known songs
written by John Lennon, who had a
et worth of $33 million when he
was assassinated.

Prosperity for all, the controlled

media assures us, is certain to follow
open markets and free trade. With
the cnactment of GATT and the
economic rationalist strangle-hold
on the media, the bureaucracy and
both ‘sides’ of politics, we can be
sure that the marketplace will
remain enshrined in our national
consciousness.

The unspoken assumption is
that markets arc free, fair and
democratic -~ the optimum system

for the allocation of resources. The

“We lLive in a world
where markets are
more important than
countries. Market-
economies mean open
borders, free trade,
competition,
education...”

fact that matkets can be — and are
indeced, on a grand scale -
manipulated, is rarely mentioned.
Money is a homeless so-called
scruples,

‘commodity’  withour

without a standard of value, a

and of

account, an abstract, shapeless,

medium  of exchange
vicarious enticy. Consider futrinsic
palue vs marker value.  Intrinsic

value is steadfast; it can't be
munipulated by cooking the books.

Farmland can feed you, your family

i
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and thousands of others. Bur it has
to be tended. The price of thar
farmland may vary drastically,
whether in a ‘fair’ marker or one
that has been manipulated, but its
inrrinsic value remains. Grain prices
and wool futures, on the other
hand, can be manipulared.

The rationale of the ‘free
marketeer’ can be summarised thus:
“We live in a world where market;
are more [mportant than countries.
Market-economies  wmean  open
borders, free trade, competition,
education...” In shorr, the free-
marketeer’s country is everywhere
and nowhere.

Australia is bleeding and will
bleed a lot mote because under a
system of purely mathematical
values, profit and loss, plus and
minus, it doesn't make sense ro pay
Australians a living wage when an
Asian sweatshop can do the same
WOrl{ Fol' Inuch ieSS.

Last December I bought some
Christmas decorations, all made in
China and Taiwan. The image of

hordes of

churning out Father Christmas

robot-like  Asians
statues. Nativity figurines and
Rudolph the Red-nosed Reindeers
can't help but tickle one's sense of
the absurd.  Bur perhaps we
shouldn't laugh too loudly. A
factory of white Australian Baprists
or Unicing Churchers turning out
Buddhas

would not be out of the question in

the New World Order!

endless and  Vishnus

/
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new type of Parliamentary

electorate from the rising middle
classes.
thirty-two years later that wwo
working class men became MPs,
making a significant breakthrough in
fair parliamentary representation.
Little does the average voter of today
appreciate the struggles of his
forebears.

Then there were the workhouses,
provided by the Poor Law of 1834,
which compelled indigents to live
therein with their families, although
married couples were forced to live in
separate quarters, no doubt to prevent
procreation and a subsequent drain
on the parish purse. Conditions in
these houses were so bad that they
were referred to as the Bastilles of the
Poor. Mr. Bumble is the classic
example of the shocking treatment
meted out to the unfortunates who
were unlucky enough to get into the
clutches of the cruel and soulless
supervisors of the scheme. Their only
alternative was either to steal or to
starve.

Even more deplorable for the poor
were the conditions in prisons except,
of course, for the more privileged and
well-connected who had private
means or friends to ease their lot by
supplying the “extras” which made
their lives more bearable.

These and other social injustices,
based on oft ill-gotten wealth and
privilege, or rather the abuse of
privilege, led to the formation of the
Chartist Movement of 1837 to 1848;
this was an agitation in Britain for the
extension of political power to the
working classes of the newly forming
cities without proper representation.
The Movement's main aims were:

1. Abolition of property
qualification for MPs

Salaries for MPs

Annual Parliamentary elections
Equal numbers inelectorates
Equal manhood suffrage
Secret voting for ballots.

However, it was not until

SRV

Although the Chartists failed
because of insufficient support from
the influential classes, most of their
aims, except annual Parliaments, were
ultimately achieved by free discussion,
law, and industrial reform.

Such industrial reforms were
gradually implemented, despite the
doctrine of laissez faire, meaning ‘let
well alone’. This view, religiously
held as a Divine Commandment by
industrialists meant that government
should allow the economy to self-
regulate ‘naturally’ through the
allegedly immutable laws of supply
and demand. Our modern political
double-speak calls it “deregulation”
catering to “free market forces”,
another step towards exploitation of

Dickens was trying to tell
the truth about something
that is as funny as the fall
of Rome and Carthage; the
period of the top-heavy
tyranny of money, when it
is stronger than honour

and the land.

our more powerless citizens. Dickens,
influenced by Thomas Carlyle,
criticised this philosophy repeatedly,
because of its inherent and systematic
exploitation of the poor of the
labouring classes who lacked the
education, industrial knowledge and
bargaining power for their self-
improvement. Even though writers of
the period protested at the human
degradation of Victorian
industrialisation, the initiative of the
workers, more than outside sympathy,
was the chief cause of improvement in
labour conditions. Workers learned
that organised trade unions were far
more constructive than senseless riots
and destruction of machines: They

gradually won the right to help
themselves, as trade unions were
legalised in 1864 and two working
candidates were elected as MPs ten
years later.

Many historians have hailed
Charles Dickens as the greatest of the
novelists of the Victorian age. Many
later novelists were to feel his
influence, which became the trumpet
of protest against the economic
injustices of the English 19th
Century. To some, many of Dickens’
books presented a
indictment of the callous greed of
Victorian industrial society with its
sanctimonious and misdirected policy

relentless

of laissez-faire economics.

As a novelist, in addition to
incisive dialogue, straight narration,
and description, Charles Dickens
employed understatement to convey,
through satire, the social, economic
and educational problems of his age
and he tried to propose solutions to
those ills. His often tongue-in-cheek
statements balanced the horror of the
scene with the absurdity of humour,
which was based on both character
and theme. His personal experiences
of 19th-century life in England gave
him the eye and ear of the social
satirist and the impression of the
social reformer which were eventually
the sources of his greatness as a
novelist.

In conclusion, we could perhaps
say that when Dickens died, England
had much to mourn, for she had lost
one of the most prodigal creative
geniuses her literature had known
since. William Shakespeare, for we
have only to open one of his books to
discover that the social conditions
that so dismayed him during his
lifetime have their counterparts in our
own times.

[Presented to The Adelaide Dickens
Fellowship Annual Convention, Victor
Harbor, South Australia]
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WHERE AUSTRALIA 1S GOING WRONG:
CHALLENGING ADDRESS BY R.S.L. LEADER

ADDRESSING the Queensland State Congress of the Returned Servicemen's League on 22 June
1995, the distinguished R.S.L. National President, Digger James spoke out forthrightly on a number
of issues concerning the future of Australia. The address demands to be widely circulated and closely

studied.

N this our 80th year since the

foundation of the RSL the work
commenced by our founding fathers
continues to be necessary for not
only the veteran community, but also
for Australia as a whole. Our
founding fathers saw their work
related to both the welfare of the
veteran and their family, and the
welfare of our nation. We have seen
this year when we commemorate the
50th Anniversary since the end of
WW2 an outstanding response of
patriotism and support from all
members of the Australian
community both at home and
abroad. We have seen the biggest
crowds attending the many events in
our calendar, notably Anzac Day, that
we have seen for many years. The
participation of the veteran and the
general public has been enormous
and clearly indicates to me the special
place the ex-service community holds
in our nation. With this, of course, is
a grave responsibility. Today I wish
to touch on many topics that are a
WOrry to us veterans, as well as to the
community at large. We must give
our opinion.

On 14 May last year the well-
known and well-respected actor,
Leonard Teale, died. He starred in
many TV series and was known to be
a great Australian; he was a RAAF
pilot in WW2. In an obicuary given
on a television station in 1993, the
interviewer referred to his campaign
to enter the Senate and asked him the
question, “Why at the age of 71 are
you now standing for Parliament?”
His reply was simple. He said, and I
quote, “Because I am terrified.
Terrified of where our country is

going.”

Today let me speak about a range
of aspects in our society related to
where we are going, and in particular,
give my views on ‘where we are going
wrong’. I have empathy with the
feelings that Leonard Teale had. I too,
am terrified of where we are going,
and I suspect many of you here today
will feel the same. The buzz word at
the moment is “republic”. We are told
it is inevitable. But let's be wise and
look firstly at our history. We have
been part of the British Empire and
although this might be regarded as
politically incorrect, it is important
that we talk about it.

Although the “British Empire” of
1917 has undertaken enormous
change, and today we have the
Commonwealth made up of
independent nations — and some are
Republics — it is interesting to note
two things: Firstly, the old members
continue to be a family; they meet;
they talk; they argue, but they respect
each other. Secondly, it is important
to note that the concept of the Empire
was always to foster and allow this to
happen -- to allow the people of each
colony to achieve independence, to
have universal suffrage, or, simply put,
to have freedom of choice in how their
country should run. This was, and is,
the strength of the British Empire. [
see a great and urgent need now for
Australians to recognise this, and work
to correct many terrible issues that are
presently tearing our country apart. |
will address but a few of them, but I
worry a great deal for I believe we are
being hoodwinked by evil people, by a
New World Order, by the concepts of
Fabianism, and we as a nation seem
to be lying down and letting it

happen. Is it just apathy, or is it

laziness, or is it bribery?

The Family

In the past ten years we have seen
serious attacks on the sanctity of
marriage, and even, moves to remove
the fundamental unit of our society —
the family. Who could have believed
that this would have been possible?
But it has happened. We've gradually
allowed de facto relationships to be
equated with marriages — by law.
More recently, we have had the move
to promote homosexual couples as
being equated with marriage and be
allowed, and indeed, to have children
by adoption — or insemination, in the
case of lesbians. We have gradually
allowed pornography to be available
and portrayed in every shop and
restaurant, in every factory and work-
place in our country. But we cannot
make available anything that may be
misconstrued as being anti-racial. But
it has happened. It is here.

Why has this happened? Dr. Lucy
Sullivan, a Social Scientist herself at
Sydney University, writes of the
growth in the power of social
science and how they, the social
scientists, could create social
changes by: “The understanding
that social sciences (can) deliver
'Innovation in Social Behaviour ...’
just as physical sciences permit
successful innovation in
technology.” She goes on to say that
“because of this, entirely premature
prescriptions for behaviour and beliefs
have been promoted and have been
effective”. “Religion and morality are
seen as redundant, as protecting
pointless rituals and taboos, while the
social sciences are the source of true

knowledge.”
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So, unobserved by most of us, or
too absurd to be considered, we have
seen in our country the moves towards
unbelievable situations. We have seen
the promotion of: free love; one-night
stands; sex shops; pornography;
promiscuity;
proliferation of condom machines;
‘affairs without commitment or
responisbility; the formal teaching of
sex in vivid detail to primary school
children; the promotion of fallacious

increased divorces;

safe sex guides (Cleo, December
1994), including details of anal sex,
oral sex and other sex perversions. All
persuasively promoted as O.K. This, I
believe, has led to the growth of
confusion in our young, with the
growth of family break-down, youth
suicide, eating disorders, street kids,
venereal diseases, infertility owing to
venereal diseases and many other
problems.

But with all of this, I think the
most insidious evil present in our sick
society is the move to destroy the
family. And that was the agenda of the
International Year of the Family, the
encouragement to take our children
out of families and to class them, by
using financial incentives (bribery), as
a responsibility of the State. In the old
days child endowment was paid to all
families for the support of the family —
as a family. Today, the allowances for
child care, the homeless youth
allowance, the Austudy programme,
the unmarried mothers’ pension are all
designed to break the family. I ask
you, can it be interpreted otherwise?

How different from the wise words
of R.G. Menzies, who, in May 1942
wrote:

“...the real life of this nation ...is to
be found in the homes of people
who are nameless and unadvertised
and who, whatever their individual
religious convictions or dogma, see
in their children their greatest
contribution to the immortality of
their race. ...

“National patriotism, in other
words, inevitably springs from the

instinct to defend and preserve our
homes ... my home is where my wife
and children are. The instinct to be
with them is the greatest instinct of
civilised man.”

Work Ethic » unemployment

I have grave concerns about the
work ethic in our nation today. I
recently read an article by John Hyde
in The Australian and he spoke about
his childhood in Western Australia.
He said,
My father and uncles worked hard to
develop an excellent farm (later, farms)
from their Western Australian bush.
Such records and anecdotes as survive
suggest that they were better managers
than many. But that was not the
essence of their success. Those farms
were the product of prodigious hard
work and a willingness to forego

WHERE AUSTRALIA
IS GOING WRONG

current consumption, to invest in
productive assets. The obligation to
endow the next generation was an
ethic my father and many like him did
not question...

I believe this was the work ethic
that made Australia what it was and
what it stood for. It was the will of
people, the desire of people to grow
and develop in their own way, to raise
families, to live within the law, to have
their religious beliefs and to leave their
children better conditions than they
themselves had when they arrived on
the earth. They saw it as their
responsibility to make sure their
children were cared for. It was hard
work, required generosity yet firmness,
self-sacrifice, determination not to
give up and not to be a wimp. This
really all means self-discipline. I am
concerned that this attitude is being
lost, that we are becoming a nation
waiting for handouts (promoted by
the Government) and in doing so, we
will become a nation thar is weak and,
I suspect, we will lose our souls.

National Service

With youth unemployment, street
kids, latchkey kids, drugs, graffiti and
alcoholism in youth — which all add
up to their being told by society they
are not wanted — they, in turn, cry for
help by their so-called anti-social
behaviour.

Is it wrong to spend some of our
taxes on our youth to teach them such
things as working in a team, pride in
their dress and turnout, being wanted
and needed (even if it is a Corporal
who wants them), learning good
eating habits, good hygiene, fitness,
friendship—mateship, good posture and
so on, and so on? [ think not. RSL
policy has consistently argued for the
re-introduction of a form of National
Service. I believe it is more important
today than it has been for many years.
We should not shirk from this policy.

Rights — United Nations

May I touch on another aspect that
I am concerned about in our society,
and that is to do with the whole
question of “rights” that have been
promoted over the past few years. The
concept of a "Bill of Rights" has been
discussed recently by Sir Harry Gibbs,
former Chief Justice of the High
Court of Australia, who said: "Bills of
Rights are in fashion at the moment”
and he goes on to say that whilst the
Australian  Constitution does not
specify rights in those words it does
ensure that “...the people of
Australia enjoy as much freedom as
exists in any country whose
Constitution contains an elaborate
guarantee of rights.”

The United Nations, about which
I'have serious reservations, seems hell-
bent on defining everything in terms
o.f “rights”. By establishing “rights” in
situations, we are immediately
establishing an adversarial situation of
“we” and “they”. This, of course,
means  lawyers, court rooms,
bitterness, hatreds and the like, It
seems to me that the word “rights” is
very much over-used and I rather
think it should be replaced with the

word “privilege”. I ask you to think
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about that. Should not things like
“children’s rights”, which promote the
individual, and with that, selfishness,
be replaced by the interests of society
and family.

I also have great concern about the
United Nations' treaties and
conventions operating in Australia
today. There are some 2,000 of them
and none has been debated in
Parliament, but they do have the force
of law as demonstrated in the Franklin
Dam dispute and, more recently, the
homosexual Privacy Act in Tasmania.
It should be noted that the U.S. has
only approved 400 and these have
been debated and passed as an Act of
Congress.  The remainder have,
presumably, been rejected.

Republicanism v Constitutional
Monarchy

I repeat, I do not believe that it is
inevitable that this country will
become a republic. Let me refer briefly
to the presentation by the Rt Hon Sir
Garfield Barwick on the topic of
“Parliamentary =~ Democracy  in
Australia” to the Samuel Griffith
Society in Sydney, 2 April 1995. He
made the point that our country is
based on the concept of a democracy,
that is, the people manage and control
our community, and he draws the
distinction between democracy in
Australia and the United States of
America's form of republic. He says:
“The American Constitution was
founded on a distrust of the
community and of the Congress to
whom unlimited sovereignty was not
given. Want of confidence in the
majority of the community lead to the
entrenchment of individual rights as
enumerated in the Constitutional
Amendments... (this) diminished the
sovereignty of the Congress, thereby
reducing the democratic control of its
affairs by the community itself. These
rights were expressed in words and
therefore their construction and
application were placed in the hands of
the unelected and unrepresentative
judiciary, which thus has the ability to
determine the parameters of the rights

contained in the amendments. The
decisions of the judiciary on these
matters cannot be overturned or
modified by Congress.”
In the case of Australia, he says:
“The system  of
Parliamentary democracy is thought
by many to be the best system of
government yet devised by humans. It
is the result of a long historical and
practical processdriven by a love of
personal freedom.”
Sir Garfield then goes on to describe
the development of the Australian
Constitutional Monarchy and says:
“The Queen of Australia can only
exercise the powers originally given to
the Queen of Great Britain by the
Constitution, upon, and in accordance
with, the advice of the Australian
Ministry communicated by its Prime
Minister.

Thus on the
Australian  independence,  the
Australian Monarch became bound to

WHERE AUSTRALIA
1S GOING WRONG

appoint as Governor-General the

Westminster

emergence of

person nominated for that office by
the Australian Ministry and could only
give such instructions to the Governor-
General as the Ministry advised. The
power to withhold assent to
legislation and to allow a statute
could only be exercised upon the
advice of that Ministry. In other
words, the Australian Monarch
became a powerless figurehead and
Australia gained all the advantages
of a republic, except of course, its
description as such.”

Sir Garfield concludes his paper with
the words:

“Even allowing due weight to the
criticisms (he made in his paper)... to
the operation of the party system, the
Government of the community, under
a POWERLESS Constitutional
Monarchy is eminently practical and
satisfactory. It is at best, doubtful
whether the offence it may give, in

some minds, to  Australian

nationalism, is enough to warrant the
dislocation which an attempt to effect
the change from a powerless Monarch
to a powerless President is likely to
cause.”

I can only but endorse these views.
His paper is crystal clear and rewarding
to read and says, [ suppose, if it's not
broken, why fix it? And it certainly is
not broken.

Let me quote Sir Harry Gibbs on
the topic of “Re-writing the
Constitution”. He points out that in
the last decade of the 19th century
when representatives of the Australian
Colonies met to consider a scheme for
a Federal Constitution:

“...they were actuated by what
appeared to them to be practical needs
and inspired by an ideal. ...The
principal needs which they saw, were
to provide a common framework for
defence and to establish what would
now be called a common market for
the purposes of trade (free trade
between States). ...The ideal was that
the Australian Continent should be
occupied by only one nation. ...It may
therefore be instructive to examine
what are the essential features of our
Constitution since it seems natural to
assume that the protagonists of a new
Constitution wish to do away with, or
at least modify, some of the features.
These are:

* essentially, the Constitution is a
federal union of States under the
Crown;

* it is intended that Australia should
be a Constitutional Monarchy;

* Parliament is comprised of a
bicameral legislature — two houses of
parliament democratically elected;

* the government must be
responsible; the ministry should be
members of, and responsible to, the
legislacure  (elected members of
parliament) and there is no rigid
separation of legislative and executive
powers;

* the independence of the judiciary is
intended to be secure;

* the Commonwealth that was
created with these attributes s
“indissoluble” and so the Constitution
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itself is made difficult to amend.
Aboriginal Land Rights
“...Let me mention, first one question
that will be among the most
contentious of the proposals for
change, and in my opinion, the most
potentially dangerous, threatening as it
does the very basis of the ideal of one
nation for one continent. That is the
proposal (now bandied around) that
the Constitution should provide for a
treaty, or some other form of
reconciliation, with the Aboriginal
people, and the people of the Torres
Strait Islands, and should recognise
them as the indigenous peoples of
Australia (which of course they are)
and should secure for them special
constitutional rights.

“We may admit that in the past the
Aboriginal people have been the victim
of crime and blunders and that the
condition of many of them (but by no
means all) is today lamentable. We
should certainly recognise that the
situation of many of the Aboriginal
people means that they should have
special needs which our society should
meet.

“It does not follow (however) that a
generation which was in no way
responsible for the crimes or the
blunders of the past should be so
racked with guilt that we should
imperil our sovereignty and place the
very existence of our nation at risk...
“We cannot ignore the fact that
already the argument is put forward
that the Aboriginal people are a
sovereign people who should receive
international recognition as such. It
has been frankly suggested that it is
possible that in the future some
areas of Australia, such as Arnhem
Land, the Central Desert or the
Torres Strait Islands, may become
separate nations...

“Whether or not it is safe for
Canada to create a separate nation in
its remote north, it must be obvious
that the security of Australia would
be threatened if any of those parts of
Australia, which are nearest to our
neighbouring countries, or at the
very heart of the continent, acquire

separate nationhood.”
Security and Defence

Sir Harry Gibbs' real point on this
issue is made when he says:
"There is at present ample legislative
power to make proper provision for
the amelioration of the lot of the
Aboriginal people, and neither
Jjustice nor humanity required that
the existence of the Australian
nation should be endangered by
including in the Constitution,
provisions that recognise that the
Aboriginal people have a status
different from that of other
Australian citizens, and that they
have special rights based not on
individual needs, but on race.”
Ladies and Gentlemen, these words by
two of our most eminent former Chief

Justices of the High Court of Australia,

demand study and serious
consideration by us all.
The Flag

I believe our flag, in every way,
represents our needs. It has been
fought under by generations of
Australians; it is beautiful; it contains
all the elements of our nation — where
we have been; where we are; and where
we are going. Ausflag has no idea of a
design; no idea of what it wants, and
indeed, it surely represents the pathetic
aggression of a few dissidents.

Society issues today

Let me just randomly list some
symptoms that indicate, to me, serious
concerns in our society today:
¢ Immunization of our children — we
are now listed at third-world status;

* Homeless children — 85% at least
DO have homes, but government
handouts, and, let's face it, negligent
parents, promote the concept to leave
home;

* The emergence of Feminism, with
the changing role of women - what do
they want> Are they happy? More
importantly, are the noisy ones truly
representative of what the 85% (or
should it be 90%) of women want? |
suspect not. Will it give happiness and
fulfilmene? I think not.

* The myth of divorce rates in

Australia. It suits some people to

promote the myth that the divorce rate
in Australia is 30% or more. NOT
TRUE. On current 1995 figures, of all
first marriages 87% are still married
after ten years. Of the 13% who have
divorced, a high percentage go on to
have a second or third divorce — the
latcter statistic of 13% is used
improperly, and, [ suspect, to
deliberately muddy the figures.

* The growth of child-care facilities —
perhaps  better  called  “the
institutionalisation of our children” is a
great worry to me. It is interesting to
record the words of Senator Brian
Harridine on this topic. He wrote,
“Governments should not make it
easier for men or women to desert
their families, or parents to evict
their children”, and he want on to say
“ (Today we are seeing) ...a fiscal
system which favours atomistic
individuals without dependants.”
He further said, “Only the Canberra
bureaucracy could dream up a
definition of child care which
excludes the care of a child in his or
her own home, by a parent.”

I have presented to you many
problems that exist in our nation
today. I do not have all the answers,
except to say that the principles and
policies of the Returned and Services
League of Australia lays down a
fundamental set of values of the
highest quality. I firmly believe that
these values must be fought for and
retained. [ ask you to keep in mind
our duty, to those who have fallen in
war, and died since, owing to war
service, is one of maintaining and
continuing the care of our veterans and
their families, but it is also vital that we
continue to fight for the maintenance
and care of our nation that they fought
for, died for, and served. It is of vital
importance, not only to our nation,
but more importantly, o future
generations. Let us stand firm and say
that which we believe, for at the
moment we are being governed by
minority groups.  Surely, we must
correct this and be governed by the

majority. We must find ways to do
this.

HERITAGE - June-August 1995 - Page 8












intellectuals,
would-be

the Ceausescu years,
peasants,
entrepreneurs, all of them in agreement
on one point: King Michael would be
the best choice for Romania's future.
The publication also relates
difficulties encountered, vandalism and
disruption of delivery of Crown of Steel
through the mails, with some packages
apparently being illegally opened within
the postal system, and the contents
defaced. Yer, taking King Michael's
injunction to heart, they do not give up.
One Romanian émigré writes from
France about his visit to Romania a few
months after the revolution. He took
with him 5,500 copies of a pamphlet
called A Brief History of the Romanian
Kingdom: The Truth About the Romanian
Monarchy, which he gave away in
various parts of the country during a

farmers,

one-month stay. People were so eager to
have the pamphlets that he wished he
had brought twenty times as many. This
émigré regrets that a “corruptive cancer
has conquered Romania, starting at the
top, beginning with political and
continuing with economic corruption,
which, if not corrected in time, may seal
the fate of the Romanian nation”.

Crown of Steels biggest story of last
year was the abortive return of King
Michael and Queen Anne in October.
An open letter to the Prime Minister
from United for King Michael protested
the government’s actions, saying that
“King Michael, the only guarantor of
democratic pluralism, is the only
Romanian forbidden to return to his
country”.

The King has been invited to take
part in a symposium celebrating the
fiftieth anniversary of the events of 23
August 1944, when Romania rejected
fascist dictatorship and joined the Allied
cause. The King and his party were not
allowed to get past the airport.

In a declaration made on arrival at
Bucharest's Otopeni Airport, His
Majesty King Michael said:

“I have not come to Bucharest to
provoke the authorities.

“I am here with the spirit and the
conscience which, in one of the most
difficult and most dramatic moments in
history, put Romania on the road to

honour and democracy.

“If the current President and
Government do not prevent me from
entering my country, they will, in a
decisive  way, contribute to
reconciliation and national unity which
all Romanians want and need, to find
prosperity once again.

“However, if the President and
Government prevent me from entering
the country where I was born, they will
show that they have not understood nor
are going to understand, my personal
act of 23 August 1944, in service to the
Romanian people, when I broke the
alliance that the Government had made
with Hitler, and re-established a
parliamentary democracy.

“I do not come here to make
provocation. I come to you as a
Romanian with no intention of
challenging the current constitutional
law and order. I am here to offer the
authorities, openly and publicly, the
opportunity to give the Romanian
people and myself a clear answer to a
decisive question: Do we want to
reconcile or not?

“Together with me, the Romanian
people today are waiting for an answer.”

The answer was that the King and
his party were left standing on the
tarmac in the rain, forbidden even to
enter the airport building, before being
put back on an Air France flight and
expelled from the country. On this visit,
the King came into contact with no
Romanians other than the airport
security personnel. A member of the
King's small party wrote in detail of the
event, describing how the Air France
personnel and even passengers who had
witnessed the non-visit shared feelings
of injustice; “not only the King and
Queen, but the Romanian nation had
suffered an injustice.”

The International Conference on
the Events of 23 August 1944 took place
on 8-9 October 1994 in Bucharest
anyway, with a number of important
historical papers being presented. “All of
us regreteed the absence of H.M. The
King, living witness of an historic event
of particular importance for the
Romanian people, and of no less
imporrance in European history of the

last 50 years.”

Crown of Steel told its readers in
Romania about the international press's
reporting of the shabby treatment of the
King and Queen: CNN reported on the
events almost as they unrolled. French
television presented a programme on
the events the same evening. Crown of
Steel described the coverage given by the
International Herald Tribune, New York
Times and Washington Post. It told of
protest sent by Romanians to American,
British, United Nations, and European
Community officials, “asking for an end
to loans granted to the Romanian
Government”, and maintained that the
protests had a significant negative
impact on President Iliescu's visit to the
United States.

Crown of Steel, the little newspaper
published in an out-of-the-way corner
of Romania, has influence, dedication,
and editorial courage far beyond its
small size and humble appearance. Its
finances are chronically miserable.3
Nonetheless, Crown of Steel perseveres,
championing the ideal of constitutional
monarchy, civil liberties for Romanians,
and democracy for a country which has
not known it for half a century. The
people of Romania, weary of five
decades and neo-
communist tyranny and oppression,
could be calling for any form of non-
totalitarian

of communist

republican  form of

government. In growing numbers,

many Romanians are looking toward
their former monarchy and their
beloved King Michael as Romania's
greatest hope for a future of unity,
stability, and democratic progress into
the twenty-first century.

S D
1. The author wishes to thank Mr. Mark G.
Todd for his invaluable assistance in translating
from Romanian to English.
2. Information about the Princess Margarita of
Romania Foundation may be obtained from, and
donations may be sent to, the Foundation ar Case
Postale 545, CH-1290 Versoix-Geneva,
Switzerland.
3. Donations may be sent to Mr. Chomiuc Artur
(President of the Friends of King Michael), Str
Romanilor Nr. 20-22, Bl E2, Sc. A, Ap. 20,
Arad, Romania.
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FLYING THE FLAG

The enclosed clipping may be of
interesr to you. Up here on the Blackall
Range, ﬂags are popping up everywhere
— the Australian flag that is.

We attended the local “Australia
Remembers” celebrations which were
enjoyable, except for one thing. “That
badge”. (Enclosed is a picture of same,
Queensland

phenomenon.) To add insult {(in my

in case it was a

opinion) to injury, ‘it’ was reproduced
on a huge flag and hoisted with the real
flags!

Was that mawkish badge designed to
replace the loved and distinctive rising
sun, | wonder? The rising sun could
have been incorporated, instead of the
soppy, badly-reproduced picture. 1
suspect it was shunned because of the
Crown ar its cenrre.

Furthermore, whoever was
responsible for designing the ‘twee
thing’ overlooked the fact that the Navy
and Air Force also took part in the
action of fifty years ago.

Toni Greene-McCosker,
Monrville Qld.
BS. We admire Graham Campbell.

A comprehensive study of the
origins and deeper meanings
of our national symbal,

A nust for interested in the flag debate.
deal resource material for students.

1copy $5 posted
2 copies $9 posted

Available from
THE AUSTRALIAN HERITAGE SOCIETY

~ . .
By ‘4.-,"»

VALIANT HEARTS
THE KOKODA BOYS
Murmuring of many voices
Rose from the forest floor.
Qur of the mists of Time
They came.

Plodding thru' the deep mud.
Shadows in a shadow world
They slid into the green silence,
And T was left to ponder

Their sacrifice.

Marjorie Provan, Colac, VIC

MYSTERY PICTURE

The car shown on the back cover (of
Heritage No, 75) is a TARRANT,
approximately 1908, builc by Colonel
Harley Tarrant in the building used by
the RAAF during WW2 and rhe
Melbourne Recruiting Centre, where
most Air Crew and Ground Staff were
inducted into rhe force from
approximately 1940 until 1945. (I was
one of these in early 1942.)

The building is situared on the
corner of Russell and Little Collins

Streers and was known as Preston

Motors, selling Buick and Chevrolets
from the mid-1930s. Tarrant went out
of making cars and had large Ford
model-T sales, and also built bodies on

T-chassis.

Alan Provan, Colac VIC.

CALL TO PROTEST OVER
CHARLES AND CAMILLA
TREATMENT

It is time that a postal petition was
made to the Federation of Australian
Commercial Televiston Stations, 44A
Avenue Road, Mosman, NSW 2088 to

prevent any television series on "Charles

and Camilla” (Profane, disloyal
garbage).
Could you please encourage

subscribers to write to this address in
protest of the forthcoming series from
Britain? The institution and address has
just been given to me by S.A. Acrorney-
General. Please place the martter in your
next publication of The Australian

Heritage.

Don Pain,Marden S.A,

BACK ISSUES SOUGHT

Would any of your readers have back
issues of Heritage, Intelligence Survey and
On Target that they would like to dispose
of? If so, would they please write to me,
telling me of the items they could send.
and the price required.
Many thanks.

Keith Moxon, Brooklana NSW.
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GEORGE FIFE ANGAS

by Audrey McMurmric
mericans make much of Sriessy Ka ,\l‘m. n W...ﬁ‘,
} . ; ! teben _
their Founding Fathers. Australia anchey = ; 4
too had men of great character among their C Faona,
we

early settlers but their achievements are now

Cor,,
largely forgorten. One of these was George Fife 0'.13}

Angas, a man with strong principles and a forceful o tintam
. iy

personality. et

EORGE was born in Newcastle, trust for <the advancemenr of

England, in 1789. He was the  Christaniry. c
youngest son of a coach-builder, Caleb Through his involvement in trade Oh |
Angas. His mother died when he was ~ with Honduras, George became the staves

caused some e

only 12 years of age. He was brought up
in a Puritan household of dissenters
where everyone attended church two or
three times every Sunday. Between
services the Bible was read. Family
prayers said morning and
evening, every day. This upbringing
had a great influence on his life. Before
employing anyone he made sure that
they were of a Christian perstasion
and be was rarely let down.

Caleb would have liked his son to
study law but George preferred to
become an apprentice and learn all
aspects of coach building. When he was
only 18 he began to show interese in his
fellow man. Ac this early age he started
an institution for the benefic of the
wotkers. It was “The Benevolent
Society  of  Coach-makers in
The object of the Society
was to provide for sick members and to
promote economy and temperance.
This was the first of a number of such

were

Newcastle”.

enterprises.

Caleb was nort only a coach huilder
but he was also a ship-owner. He
imported  mahogany from the
Honduras and the Mosquito Coast.
George hecame very interested in this
aspect of the business. Although a
gifted and shrewd merchant, he
claimed to be a Christtan first and a
merchant second. He vowed not rto
engage in any business that was not
strictly right and he considered thar
any wealth gained should be held in

interested in the plight of the slaves and
he was instrumental in  having
missionaries sent to that country “to
improve the moral and spiritual
condition of the slaves and prepare
them for an intelligent appreciation of
liberty”. He was also keen to work for
their liberation.

It was almost impossible to

have them freed in Honduras because
most of the influential men were slave-
owners, so George ser to work in
England and in 1824 he was
instrumental in gerting an Act of
Patliament passed “For the liberation
of the aboriginal slaves who were kept
in unlawful British
This was not done withour

bondage in
Honduras”.
some expense as George was trying to
trade in the area and his work on behalf

hostility. In the same year between owo
and three hundred Indians were sert free
and  subsequently
Mosquito Coast were freed. In his
diary George wrote, “I am very anxious
to establish on the Mosquiro shore a

slaves on the

mission on an enlightened plan, one o
encoutage arts and sciences as well as to
propagate Christianity and to train up
school-masters and native missionaries
and it will not be too much to expect
that eventually the light of the truth
will spread over that land and the
Western Provinces of New Spain.”
George was a forward thinker and
as early as 1823 he was advocating a
berween North and South
America. He is thought to have been
one of the first to have made practical
suggestions about acquiring rhe land.
On 14 February 1825, he recorded in
his diary: “Spent two hours with Mr.

canal

Butterworth in relation to cutting a
ship canal through the Isthmus of
Darien. [ recommended a cur into the
Pacific through Lake Nicaragua bur |
cannot see my way clear to artend ro
such a work from the attention my own
work requires of me.”

An even earlier project was the
establishment of Sunday Schools in the
north of England. This was ar a time
when many people had very licdle
education,  George and a few like-

minded voung men spent  their

Sundays riding or driving round the
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region visiting existing Sunday Schools
and organising new ones. Although
the men willing to help with this work
were expected to supply their own
horses, George provided vehicles from
the factory for those who needed them.
In 1816 the Newcastle Sunday School
Union was formed under rules set out
by George. He was the first secretary
and only gave up the position eight

years later when he moved to
Devonshire.
THE SOUTH AUSTRALIAN

LAND COMPANY

His great interest in South Australia
began in 1831. Owing to a depression
in England, men were looking to
migration to solve some of their
problems. In 1829 Robert Gouger
conceived the idea of founding the
colony of South Australia on the
system propounded by Edward Gibbon
Wakefield. This was to sell the land in
small lots to artract settlers and then to
use the purchase money to assist
further immigration. However, Gouger
was unable to obrain enough capital to
make the scheme successful. In 1832
Mr. Angas received the prospectus
from a group calling themselves “The
South Australian Land Company”. He
at once took up enough shares to
qualify as a director of the company.
He went into this scheme with his
usual enthusiasm buc with cerrain
conditions. He demanded: “(1) The
exclusion of convicts; (2) The
concentration of the settlers; (3) The
taking out of persons of capital,
intelligence and especially men of
piety; (4) The emigration of young
couples of good character; (5) Free
trade, free government and freedom in
matters of religion.” If these
conditions were not adhered to, he
would resign. One of his objectives at
this time was to show that although
dissenters were shut out of universities
and  colleges by the British
Government, there were among them
patriotic men who could pave the way
for religious freedom somewhere in the
world. In this he saw himself following
in the footsteps of William Penn who
set up a colony for Quakers in America.

A draft of a Bill to set up the
Company was prepared and presented
to the Secretary of State for Colonies,
Lord Goodrich, but it was rejected. Mr.
Angas withdrew his support but other
enthusiastic men continued to lobby
the Government and in 1834 the
amended Bill was passed. Mr. Angas
was then persuaded to return to the
board by the other directors. Mt
Gouger wrote to him, “Nothing will be
undertaken in the Commission without
you. I hope you will be induced to
leave Devonshire for the purpose of
setting us afloat.” He returned, and was
able to use his business experience to
make the South Australia Company a
reality. It was largely through his efforts
that the finance for the enterprise was
raised.

One of the main complaints by the
early settlers was the lack of labourers.
In 1836 Angas had the opportunity to
solve this problem in a way which
satisfied his love of philanthropic work.
He was visited by Pastor Kavel who
asked for help in finding a home for his
congregation who were being
persecuted in  Germany. Angas

“I am very anxious to
establish on the Mosquito
shore a mission on an
enlightened plan, one to
encourage arts and
sciences as well as to

propagate Christianity...

provided ships and after many delays,
in 1838, 1,000 migrants set sail for
Australia.

Mr. Angas sent his chief clerk, Mr.
Flaxman, with the Lutherans and
entrusted him with power of attorney
so that he could attend to monetary
matters on their behalf. However, when
Flaxman arrived, he became infected
with land fever. Without consulting his
employer he bought seven blocks of
land of 4,000 acres each, and sent a

£28,000 bill for Mr. Angas to meet
immediately. He wrote, “You must not
be surprised if I draw on you for
£100,000.” Horrified, Mr. Angas
could not sell the land and found it
very difficult to meet the payments
when they fell due. He recalled
Flaxman, only to find that all the deeds
were in Flaxman's name and he refused
to hand them over unless he was
allowed to 4,000 acres.
Although it went against the grain, Mr.
Angas finally gave in rather than risk a
costly law suit. This was one of the few
times that he felt let down by one of his
employees and it left him poverty
stricken for several years. During this
period he was thankful that he had
never been extravagant and so was
more easily able to cope with a frugal
lifestyle. Nevertheless, the need to find
large sums of money to meet his debts
was a constant worry.

In 1843 he sent his 18-year-old son
o South Australia to manage his
property at Angaston. The Flaxman
episode was probably one of the worst
times in George's life but in the end it
was the means of recovering the Angas
fortunes. Flaxman had bought some of
the best grazing land in South Australia
and John Howard Angas became a
good manager.

retain

ABORIGINAL WELFARE

George Fife Angas. was greatly
concerned about the Aborigines long
before he left England. In 1841 he gave
evidence before a select committee of
the House of Commons, deploring the
fact that in the South Australia Act,
South Australia was regarded as waste
and unoccupied land and did not
recognise the existence of the
Aborigines. He had already financed
Lutheran missionaries who were by this
time working in the new colony and he
relied on their information. He urged
that land in each district be reserved for
the use of the natives.

While he was chairman of the
South Australia Company, he told his
fellow directors that he considered it a
first duty, even before a tent was
erected in the colony to provide for
Christian education there. He started a
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fund and invired the other direcrors 1o
contribute to ir; the scheme widened
and in chis way schools were
established at a very early stage in the
development of the new sertlement.

In fater years Mr. Angas contributed
to St. Peters and Prince Alfred Colleges
in Adelaide. He provided the greater
part of funds for the foundation of two
large day schools at Norwood and
Bowden, The fees for these schools
ranged berween three pence and six
pence per week. He also gave liberally
to several free schools for the children
of people in poor circumstances.
Although he gave freely to almost every
religious cause, this largesse does not
appear included Roman
Catholics and he was very suspicious of
whar he called “popery”.

George Fife Angas continued ro
work for South Australia and when he
migrated in 1850 the official copy of
the new constitution of the colony
travelled on the same ship; Angas had
helped to frame this constitution.

Within a few months of his arrival
in Angaston he was clected to the
Legislative Council and he served there
unril 1866, when he retired from
public life. This was a time when
politicians were not highly paid nor did
they have chauffeur-driven cars. Travel
was slow over rough roads. Therefore it
was at some sacrifice that men served

to have

their community in this way. In

defining his political position, Mr.
Angas claimed he was one of the few
members of the House who had not
been pledged at his election to any
particular course, his constituents
having “so entirely honoured him with
their confidence as to leave him to his
Suill he thoughe it

“his duty to consult them on every

- n
own judgement”.

question of impottance”. Small wonder
that he was a well respected, if not
universally popular, politician. He
opposed the building of railways when
roads were in need of construcrion and
maintenance. The  Government
proposed spending money on the
search for gold in the hope of sharing
some of Vicroria's prosperity; Mr.
Angas thought that no greater curse
could befall South Australia than the
discovery of gold. He said thac there
was not one single feature of what
happened in Vicroria rhat he would
wish to see realised in South Australia.
He claimed that its effects had been
demoralising and destructive.

When he was eighty-two he wrote,
“Time passes more agreeably with me
now than ever in my past life. I have
abundance of useful occupation and
everything to make me happy since |
anxieties of

recired  from  the

parliamentary life.”

PREPARATION
FOR ETERNITY

His early training had led to a life of
self-discipline. Money, he believed, is a
trust from God and must nor be
squandered. He felt it his dury to
manage with a minimum of sleep in
order to do as much as possible during
his liferime. He believed thar time is
given as a preparation for eternity,
therefore no time should be wasted; he
dared not fritter it away on
amusements. He also valued the rime
of others and was never known to be
late for an appointment. He filled fifcy-
nine private journals and wrote many
letrers.

In 1867, after fifty-five years of
marriage, Mrs Angas died after a short
illness. The former Roserra French had
been very happy in South Australia and
had a great deal to do with the
planning and running of rhe extensive
gardens at their home, "Lindsay Park”.
Together they had raised a family of six
children.

On his ninetieth birthday, in reply
to a wast, he said, “I have not done
what I might have done. [ have tried to
do whar I could.” A few days later
George Fife Angas died peacefully in
his sleep. He had lived to see South
Australia become a place of prosperity.

[Acknowledgement to George Fife Angas
by Fdwin Hodder.]

— — e —
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. THL A USTRAT 1A S CONSTIIL

(THE AUSTRALIAN CONSTITUTIONAL MONARCHY i ...0 """ "2 |

Edited by Gareth Grainger and Kerry Jones

This is a very personal book. It does not set out to be a definite treatise on
Australian constitutional monarchy in all its aspects. Rather, it seeks to pre-
sent a body of valuable information and views from a range of people
whose experience is very relevant to the way Australian’s feel about them-
selves and see themselves and their country in the context of the most sig-
nificant constitutional debate in the nation’s history. One of the contribu-
tors is an Aboriginal Australian who has served in Parliament. Three of the
contributors are women who migrated to this country at various times and
in vastly different circumstances, Some are experts in constitutional iaw.
One has fulfilled the highest office in our civic life, that of Governor-

General.

\_
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Complacently asleep,
The market-led economy said,
“No one wants your sheep.”

The Shepherds woke with angry cries
And shed a bitter tear.
Some ‘expert’ from the D.PI. said,

“Have a crack at Deer.”

¥ B B O

s

With deer of several kinds
But lo, the market put in place
A ban on sale of hinds.

Then market signals all looked bright
For barley, wheat and oats;

Those bottomed out at harvest time,
The market screamed, “Buy Goats!”

YR p

So goats it was; they heard the call,
A buck and numerous does,

Then six weeks hence, the prices hit
Unprecedented lows.

g P

(Angora rabbits are where it's at,
They'll fetch the future monies;

The Shepherds and the rabbits wondered
Which of them were bunnies.

“CAngoras stuffed,” the Shepherds cried,
“We'll seek out further backers.”

“Go Cashmere then,” the market cried,
“The new thing is Alpacas.”

Iy

b e

“Alpacas then,” the Shepherds moaned,
“The last thing we had thought of.”

The D.PI. piped up, “Well they're

A sort of llama - sort of ...”

So market-led, the llamas came,
Imported they had been.

The D.PL said helpfully,

' “Tawo years of quarantine.”

‘%‘“‘5’«‘
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While Shepherds watched their flocks by night

They fenced and stocked for several months

S I Jo Wy I
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(And desperate now the Shepherds sought
A target for their craft:

Cut flowers, quandongs and proteas.

The market simply laughed.

(An emu-led recovery is

Really what we need,

But leather, feathers, oil and such
Need markets to succeed.

“Back to basics,” the Shepherds said.
“We really need relief
Grazing is our nation’s way;

Let's go into Beef.”

“We've got the markets at our door;
We won't have any trouble;

Asian economies are picking up;
We'll get them to eat double.”

But the best of plans can be upset —
Nutrition fads come and go.

There was no beef-led improvement,
Simply a beef overflow.

“So what comes next?” the Shepherds asked,
“We're really in this deep.”

The market soon responded, saying,
“Ever heard of sheep?”

A DAL AL 2
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The Shepherds looked around. Alas,
It was as they had feared.

They would have watched their flocks, except
Their flocks had disappeared.

And who knows, by some Christmas, as
We count our falling stocks,

We may look back and long for days
When Shepherds watched their flocks!

(Source unknown)

2oyt e
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AN AUSTRALIAN REPUBLIC

NORTHERN AUSTRALI

P Mayer, editor of Alexis de
]Ecqueville. Recollections, London,
1970, p.xx, refers to the dangers of
plebiscitarian trends, when the power of
the media has increased so greatly. M.
Duverger, Les Institutions Francaises,
Paris, 1962, Part Two, refers to the
complicated historical background to
the numerows Frenclh republics, matters
neglected, if noticed, by Australian
supporters of a republic. Page 136
mentions the recent great increase in the
powers af the French President, a factor
considered as dangerous.

The following brief bibliography as
to Northern Australia shows how the
same trends are becoming visible in
Australia. It brings up to date the notes
in my privately printed pamphler Prince
Albert Land (and some other proposed
North Australian Colonies, 1853-76),
Adelaide, 1961. This shows how the
Australian colonists, or some of them,
began 1o defy the
Government for their own
ends,

Imperial
when rthey had
obrained  self-government.
From the first claim, by the
Crown to the whole of the
vast Australian Continenr, on
4th  November, 1826, to
Disraeli's plea in the 1850's to
keep the self-transported
Australian colonists within fixed
boundaries, to the present, the crend is
the same.

TOTALITARIAN APPROACH

One notes the persistent illegal
actions in Northern Australia by the
Commonwealth of Australia, in recent
years, now attempting ro creare an
aboriginal State, as iilegal as the actions
of the South Australians, or some of
them, in the 1860's. All this shows a
contempt for the law, and a trend to a
totalitarian There s
insufficient space to deal with rthe

approach.

semantic guestions, arising from the

nd

by K. 1. Borrow

political use of a vocabulary of ill-
defined “Nation”,
“Australia”, “multi-culturalism”™, etc.
erc., In with Norchern
Australia. The Commonwealth of

terms such as

dealings
Australia  Constitution  Act s
disregarded, and likely to be a victim of
“plebiscitarian” atrack.

The supporters of an Australian
Republic could have no greater powers
in Northern Australia than those of the
Commonwealth of Australia — thar s,
The latcer, despite its loudly-
voiced moral principles of the rights of

none.

men, etc., treaties by the hundred, etc.,
cannot prove that it has any jurisdiction
in the Northern Territory. This

means thar it

has

no

power there either as to the
mining of uranium or the obtaining

of oil and gas. Its proclaimed respect U
for the rights of man is nullified by

its own illegality. It is not hard to see
that there would be no improvement
under a Republic, which would have no
respect  for  British  law.  The
Commonwealth of Australia's accord
with Indonesia as regards the Timor
Gap is curious. So far as it concerns
interests, particularly in oil and gas, it is
patently illegal. The Crown could no,
because of the Quebec Act, issue Lerters
Patent for Northern Australia, except

AN OIL AND URANIUM

under powers created by statute.
Accordingly, the Commonwealth of
Australia must see the Crown as an
obstacle.

Bibliography (including articles in
Advr.
Advertiser newspaper, Adelaide, South

newspapers. refers 1o the
Australia):

larter statistic of 13% is used improperly,
and, I suspect, to deliberately muddy the

figures.
* The growth of child-care facilities —
perhaps betrer called “the

institurionalisacion of our children” is a
great worry to me. It is interesting to
record the words of Senator Brian
Harridine 6n this topic. He wrote,
“Governments should not make it
easier for men or women to desert
their families, or parents to evict their
children”, and he want on to say
(Today we are secing) ...a fiscal
system which favours atomistic
individuals
dependants.” He further said,
“Only the  Canberra
bureaucracy could dream
up a definition of child care
which excludes the care of a
child in his or her own
home, by a parent.”

without

I have presented to you many
problems that exist in our nation
today. I do not have all the answers,
except to say that the principles and
policies of the Returned and Services
League of Australia lays down a
fundamental sct of values of the highest
quality. I firmly believe that these values
must be fought for and retained. T ask
you to keep in mind our duty, to those
who have fallen in war, and died since,
owing to war service, Is one of
maintaining and continuing the care of
our vererans and their families, but it is
also vical thar we continue to fight for
the maintenance and care of our nation
that they fought for, died for, and served.
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FF the Isthmus of
Platitude on the
Apathetic Sea, a ship of
state was slowly but surely

sinking into oblivion.

On board, most of the
passengers and
engaged in basking as usual. As
to the immediate likelihood of
drowning there were various
There
were also two schools of thought
on the subject. One small group
insisted not only that the ship
was sinking, but that this was
truly bad. Another small group
insisted that it was perfectly
alright for the ship to sink; in
fact that progressive and
forward-looking  passengers
would help it to do so. The
waves by which the ship was
being submerged were simply
the “waves of the future”.

Members of this latter group
were quietly but systematically
boring holes in the bottom of
the boat to speed up and ensure
the sinking. All around this
conspiratorial group was a much
larger and noisier band,
defending the action of these
borers from within, by many
falsehoods and
Their most persistent
explanations were that: (1) The
conspirators were not really
damaging the ship but
improving its chance because
the bored holes were to allow
the water already in the ship to
flow out; and (2) “What

difference did it make?”, because

crew were

degrees of awareness.

sophistries.

SAVE QUR SHIP!

by H.L (Bill) Richardson,
author of Slightly to the Right

a little drowning never hurt
anybody anyway.

Near the bow of the ship
another small band was
praying, asking  Divine
intervention - a  very
worthwhile effort. But right
within their midst one of the
conspirators  was  drilling
happily away, and the praying
band did nothing to stop him.

In a protected and
comfortable area, there was
another group, this one a
conglomeration of theorists.
They were engaged, off and on,
in a heated debate as to the
feasibility and

economic wisdom of boring

sociological

holes in the bottom of a ship.
Eventually each discussion
ended in agreement that the
procedure was unsound, and
the group passed a resolution to
that effect for the ship’s paper.
In between these discussions
they took up other serious
academic matters, such as the
history of hole-boring in the
navies of the past.

Up in the rigging there was a
sizable number of people trying
to be completely above it all.
They were expectantly waiting
for a political zephyr to blow
them ashore — or to blow the
ship ashore — before it sank.
Unfortunately, all of the
political winds were blowing
towards the deep sea, and there
was no land in sight.

The Captain and most of the
ship’s  officers busily

writing and delivering notes to

were

)

the conspirators, offering them
larger drills to bore bigger holes,
so that they could let all of this
horrible water out of the ship
that much faster.

Right in the middle of the
ship there was a small group of
dedicated passengers trying to
prevent the sinking. Some of
this group were frantically
manning the pumps. Some were
plugging up holes as fast as they
could - and getting terribly
splashed and smeared while so
doing. Some were trying to
wake up passengers and crew
alike to the danger, and to get
their help. Some were trying to
remove the conspirators from
the ship's bottom to the brig.
But the efforts of all of these
people were handicapped by
their lack of numbers, and
constantly hampered by the
sleeping bodies they had to
jump across. Occasionally some
of the sleeping passengers
would open one eye and say, “I
know I really should help, but I
don't like your methods.”

The funniest and yet most
pathetic sight, however, was the
large number of people who
understood that the ship was
sinking, who were already in the
sea, and who — between gulping
gasps of air as they went down
for the third time - kept
shouting, “I can do more good
on the outside!”

DON'T LOOK NOW, MY
FRIEND, BUT YOUR FEET
ARE WET!!
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THE FARMER'S WILL

1. TO MY WIFE: The overdraft; maybe she
can explain it.

TO MY SON: The farm. Now he will have
to get a job to keep up the repayments.

70 MY NEIGHBOUR: My clown outfit.
He'll need it if he continues to farm as he

has done in the past.

TO THE JUNK MAN: My machinery. He's
had his eyes on it for years now.

10 THE UNDERTAKER: Six pall bearers — 2
from Elders, 2 from a machinery company
and 2 from a fertiliser company. (They are

used fo carrying mel)

10 THE TV WEATHER MAN: To send lots
of rain. He couldn't do it when | was alive.

10 THE GRAVE DIGGER: Don't bother, I'm
in a big enough hole now, and if I'm
cremated, please send my ashes to the Tax
Department with this note — "There you
are, you blighters, now you've got the lot!"
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