



































independent thinker and, at least until
he assumes a higher position, is able
to speak relatively freely, has some
powerful opposition as well. The
Prince of Wales was taking an interest
in the poor, the unemployed, the
young, the old, and the problems of
the inner city long before his mar-
riage. The Prince's Trust was his idea;
it was scorned in the beginning, but
over the years it has grown to be a
major charitable enterprise, with far-
reaching projects which have assisted
tens of thousands of people in improv-
ing their lives. The Prince is an
observant man who takes note of
things which should be changed, and
tries to do something about it. That
can make enemies; it certainly did for
the last Prince of Wales, even though
he differed greatly in character from
the current Prince.

Perhaps President Clinton may be
described in the same way, and per-
haps he has attracted such bitter
opposition — as well as such enthusi-
astic support on the other side - for
similar reasons.

At the time of the Watergate affair in
the United States, many young people
lost interest in careers in public ser-
vice, having been disillusioned by the
acts and practices of the highest offi-
cials in the nation. The present
pursuit of the President may have a
corresponding effect; no one will want
the job. No person, however highly

" O ONE WILL WANT THE JOB....3

qualified and competent, will want to
subject himself or herself to such
microscopic scrutiny, or to take the
risk of being the target of manufac-
tured malice.

In President Clinton's case, the malice
has been directed toward his wife,
who had been so highly praised at
first, being described as being of pres-
idential timbre herself. If the Clintons’
daughter, Chelsea, had been of age,
she would undoubtedly have been a
target too. The effect has already
been seen; candidates have with-
drawn, incumbents have decided not
to stand for re-election, and potential
candidates have chosen not to
become candidates at all, as in the
case of General Colin Powell. Many
people of quality do not care to sub-
ject themselves and their families to
being constantly spattered with mud,
flung more or less at random by any-
one with a shovel.

RESPECT FOR
AUTHORITY DEGRADED
The obsession with personality which
is so apparent on both sides of the
Atlantic (and perhaps both sides of
the Pacific, with some differences) has
taken place simultaneously with a
degradation of respect of authority
and institutions. No one would have
thought of reporting on the private
lives of the Royal Family in the 1930's,
nor would anyone have thought of

reporting on Franklin Roosevelt's
friendships while in office. Doubtless
journalists would argue that it is the
public's right to know; but it is debat-
able that the public has the right to
know everything about every public
figure; this phrase is much abused and
misunderstood, just as 'freedom of
speech’ in the United States, among
persons who do not know the differ-
ence between freedom and license. It
is another question whether the pub-
lic even cares; novelist Les Roberts
wrote recently that "there is nothing
more boring than somebody else's
sex, lies, and audiotapes - even if they
happen to be those of the President of
the United States". During the entire
recent sex scandal, President Clinton's
popularity ratings have not just
remained steady, they have gone up.
Indeed, polls have repeatedly shown a
public perception that the investiga-
tion of the President is unfair, and
should be stopped. Since the funeral
of his former wife, the Prince of Wales'
popularity ratings have soared. He
has come back into his own, and
apparently people like what they see.
Yet concerted attacks on one's charac-
ter, activities, policies, proposals,
family, and even background, day in
and day out, may make it less and less
likely that the most qualified people
will want these jobs in the spotlight,
whether one is born to them or seeks
them by election.
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wouldn't that make parliament the new
head of state? The republicans also
maintain that the Governor-General is
not a head of state, but that a president
having exactly the same duties and exer-
cising exactly the same powers would be
a head of state. | await their explanation
for such palpable nonsense!

Though republicans agree that they want
to remove the Queen from our
Constitution, the biggest arguments in
the Convention, leading ultimately to a
bitter split between republican dele-
gates, was over how to replace the
Sovereign. And we saw the seriousness
of this division at the Convention when
those republicans who want the presi-
dent to be directly elected by the people
refused to support the final model under
which Parliament would elect the presi-
dent, saying that they would rather
support the present system of constitu-
tional monarchy than support the
Convention's republican model.

The extraordinary aspect of the republi-
can performance at the Convention was
the fact that they used the Convention to
do the negotiating among themselves.
After saying for years that "it" was
inevitable, they were still not able to
come to the Convention with a clear and
single version of what "it" actually con-
sisted of. Although the Australian
Republican Movement had its version of
"it", they found that they had to negotiate
it on the run, and we even saw Malcolm
Turnbull drafting amendments on the
floor of the Chamber just before the final
votes were to be taken.

So it was not surprising that, while the
principle of an Australian republic
received 89 votes from the 152 delegates,
and all the transitional bits and pieces
and all the motherhood statements that
everybody wanted to shove into a new
preamble to the new Constitution
received 102 votes; the final Turnbull
model received only 73 votes - or 48% of
the total — while 79 delegates either
voted against it or refused to vote for it.

So bitter were the disappointed republi-
cans over the model finally chosen that,
in the public debate that lies ahead, and
in the referendum to follow, the monar-
chists will be supported by a significant
number of disaffected republicans:
hence the wide-spread view that the
republicans will be defeated. Right after
the Convention a Newspoll found that
public support for the final model was at
47% - one percentage point less than its
support at the Convention - and former
Chief Justice Sir Anthony Mason has con-

ceded that the referendum would be
unlikely to succeed.

During the Convention a number of
speakers, led by the Premier of New
South Wales, Mr. Bob Carr, maintained
their rage against Sir John Kerr and
spoke of codifying the powers of the
president in order either to reduce them
or remove the element of discretion; they
also spoke of removing the power of the
Senate to block supply. This, of course,
raised the hopes of those delegates who
favoured direct popular election of the
presidency, for direct election would be
unlikely to succeed without those addi-

tional changes to the present
Constitution. But when push came to
shove the Australian Republican

Movement conceded that these changes
were unachievable and insisted on elec-

I hope that the community
debate that lies ahead of us
will be aimed at keeping the

bastards honest.

tion of the president by the Parliament.
Those republicans who favoured popular
election withdrew their support. For
them the chosen model is not a real
republic at all, and they were vehement
in their criticism of it and of its propo-
nents.

These 'direct elect’ republicans, as they
came to be known, were joined in the
final votes by a significant number of del-
egates who chose to abstain. To have 32
and 22 abstentions respectively in the
last two votes on the preferred model,
and that after two weeks of intensive
debate, discussion and negotiation, indi-
cates a very high level, not just of
dissatisfaction but of downright opposi-
tion. Some were not prepared to vote for
a republican model which contained fea-
tures which they could not support.
Some found themselves being asked to
vote for resolutions worded in ways
which they could not support. Others
refused to vote on questions which they
felt were matters for the Australian peo-
ple to decide, and not the Convention.

Under our present Constitution our con-
stitutional head of state is chosen by the
Government-of-the-day, is advised by the
Government-of-the-day, and may be
removed by the Government-of-the-day.
Nothing could be more democratic or
more republican. But over and above
this republican democracy our Founding
Fathers placed the Crown, which denies
even Parliament the ultimate sovereignty
and places it with the people. For when

Heritage - Vol. 22 No. 87 1997 - Page 15

the Governor-General exercises the
reserve powers of the Crown, as was
done in 1975, it is to remove an issue
from Parliament and to remit it to the
people.

As Bishop John Hepworth, an elected
Convention delegate from South
Australia representing Australians for
Constitutional Monarchy, reminded us
during the closing debate: "What we
have before us now is a proposal to shift
the sovereignty of this nation from the
Crown to the parliament. That is the
inevitable consequence of what we are
now being asked to do. It is not a debate
about republic versus something else.
We are debating heads of state and there-
fore we are debating sovereignty.”
Bishop Hepworth continued: "I am
happy to enter into the argument that the
Crown, as it has evolved, especially in the
past 200 years, is in fact the encapsula-
tion of the sovereignty of the people, and
1 am happy with an Australian system
which does not give sovereignty to the
parliament. Sovereign parliaments have
always been dangerous creatures and
they are not to be trusted.” The Bishop
concluded with this: "May | appeal in
conclusion to those who have come here
to argue for different republics. 1 find
myself in strong disagreement with
Archbishop Pell. All republics are not the
same. Look around the world and that is
obvious. You cannot vote for just any
republic on the basis that any republic is
better than what we have."

In my view Bishop Hepworth got it
absolutely right. The role of the Crown in
the appointment process ensures that
the Governor-General's allegiance is to
the entire nation and not just to those
who voted him into office. In our democ-
racy there is an important distinction
between being elected and being
appointed. Election to a public office, as
distinct from appointment, carries with it
the notion of a mandate, with policies to
pursue and supporters to be rewarded,
and there is no place for such influences
on the person who sits behind the desk
at Government House, Canberra.

If there was one disturbing feature about
the Convention it was the way in which
various groups of republicans tried to rig
the proceedings to prevent other groups
of delegates from participating in the
debate or in voting in certain ways. On
Day 1, the "direct elect” republicans
tried, unsuccessfully, to have the consti-
tutional monarchists excluded from
further participation in the Convention
beyond Day 3. On Day 2, the ARM repub-
licans succeeded in having the "direct
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(Camelots

by John Redrup

Recollections of a
Catholic Childhood
- A Celebration

and a Requiem

This autobiography, once begun, is dif-
ficult to put down. After an
introductory chapter which traces
family roots to Robert Rudroppe
(Tudor forebear and graduate of Christ
Church College, Oxford), it covers the
first sixteen years in the life of John
Redrup who was subsequently — as
lifelong friend Alan Barcan tells us in
the Foreword - co-editor of Honi Soit
(1946); journalist, businessman, staff
member at the fledgling Australian
National University; a tropical-pasture
seeds grower; UN consultant; and
book-distributor-publisher. As the title
proclaims, Banished Camelots is both
a celebration of a very happy child-
hood in a loving Catholic family and a
requiem for some worthy Catholic
institutions and traditions now strick-
en from the human experience.
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The demise of the Marist Brothers
Juniorate at Mittagong inspired the
book. When Redrup attended in 1932-
36, it was but one of 46 Marist
Juniorates worldwide, with some 2000
Juniors in training for the teaching
brotherhood. By the mid-1960s, the
number of such institutions had dou-
bled and their enrolment trebled.
From this peak began a dramatic
decline as the great Orders simply
closed them down following the mod-
ernising attendant on Vatican Il. The
Mittagong Juniorate ceased to exist,
and so too did "every Juniorate-type
Roman Catholic institution that ever
was, anywhere". There is a compelling
pathos in Redrup’s depiction of the
impact of this loss of lifeblood of new
recruits to the ranks of priests, nuns,
brothers and ordinary lay worship-
pers. For Redrup himself, the
ninety-odd Camelots were profoundly
mourned, his antipathy to the "post-
modernist/relativist path” in the wake
of Vatican Il as unmistakable as his
contempt for the "extreme modernist
Catholic view" which consigned "sev-
eral generations of remarkable
Catholic educational and catechetical
endeavour to the Marxian rubbish-bin
of history".

Of particular interest are Redrup’s
sharp, unlaboured asides on some
modern indulgences. | have to confess
to a swiftly-stifled impulse to applaud
one sensible, pragmatic Tudor prac-
tice articulated unambiguously in the
Statutes of The King's School, Chester:

“If any boy shall remain unre-
markable, dull and stupid, and
naturally averse to learning, we
will that boy after full trial, be
expelled by the Dean and sent
elsewhere, lest, like a drone, he
should devour the bees’ honey
to no purpose.”

Nor does Redrup leave room for doubt
about the prime responsibility of
parents to the children they
bring into this world. "Not
the least gift the old-

\-. \«."
'\' S \‘l
N ‘ Q . \\\T’U

‘l| 1"'-"
' 'l‘

\‘\\ Wi

1998 - Page 23

Australia gave myself and my brothers
and sister, was to find our mother
always awaiting us when we returned
home: from school, from footy, from
the beach, from the Cubs, from
church; from anywhere,” he declares
in the Preface:

"Always it was the same mother,
Terry, and always, it seems to me
now, Terry and we children were
impatiently awaiting the return
from his work of the same dear
man, Jack: our lifetime father,
and her lifetime husband.”

At perpetual odds with such safe,
secure fixed points for children are
what Redrup calls the "unsettling
aspects of the new age". The point is
mentioned only the once - eloquently
and succinctly - in the preface. The
collapse of the traditional family
Redrup attributes to the increasing
capacity of the media to beguile and
seduce Australians into the belief that
"everyone out there is having more
fun-fun-fun”" and that they have only to
tap "into that guaranteed current of
unending pleasure” for their rightful
share.

Banished Camelots is a gripping read
for educators, social historians and
laymen. Following the brilliant
account of life in Tudor England is the
engrossing and moving account of the
ups-and-downs of this immigrant fami-
ly in Australia, with the devastating
discovery awaiting the writer that his
much-loved older brother was really
just a half-brother. The book is often
painfully honest, detailing the father's
chequered employment history, Jack's
jealous spats over his wife's too-per-
sistent admirer, and two brief
homosexual experiences of the adoles-
cent Juniorate before he discovered
girls and his much-loved wife. Indeed,
it is a measure of Redrup's moral
courage that those two trivial inci-
dents are mentioned at all, his motive
being precisely "to offset the wide-
spread notion that the Catholic
teaching-orders have traditionally
been tolerant of the very occasional
instances of homosexual
offence which show up with-
in their ranks". The Marist
Brothers left an enduring
mark on the young man, his
sojourn at Mittagong being
depicted as "one of the
supreme graces" of his life.
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\“ The book is Redrup's grate-
ful tribute to their novel
' work.
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The
Great Betrayal

by Patrick Buchanan

How American
Sovereignty and Social
Justice are being
sacrificed to the Gods of
the Global Economy

I have always found the Free Trade
case too slick so I will confess that |
have a pre-disposition toward Pat
Buchanan's book. He also begins with
a confession, that he was a Free
Trader until he met men who had lost
their jobs because their factory had
moved to Mexico. Buchanan's book
traces the history of Free-Trade and
concludes that it has neverbrought
any country anything but financial
ruin.

The case for Free Trade is difficult to
refute. One reason is that it opposes a
logical unreality to the illogical reality.
Tory opponents in the Nineteenth
Century found themselves baffled
because the practical case for
Protection can only really be present-
ed by time and consequence. The
slyness of Whiggery is part of this log-
ical unreality. Adept at seizing the
moral high-ground, it puts forward in
moral form something which it is not
really aiming at, at all. Buchanan
argues that the Free-Trade theorist is a
Utopian, and quotes Cobden:

‘I believe that the physical gain
will be the smallest gain to
humanity from the success of this
principle. I look farther: | see in
Free Trade principle that which
shall set on the moral world as
the principle of gravitation in the
universe - drawing men together,
thrusting aside the antagonism of
race, and creed, and language,
and uniting us in the bonds of
eternal peace.”

There 1 think we have it. Free Tradism
is a metaphysical rather than an eco-
nomic programme. Its aim, frankly
admitted by Cobden on another occa-
sion, is the multi-cultural, multi-racial
"One World".

Of course it will be objected to
Buchanan's thesis that Free Trade
ushered in Victorian prosperity, and
there are other examples to cite. The
truth is that Free Trade makes a small
elite rich. The cost: the stunted chil-
dren, the foetid slums, the poisoned
acres, the stripping of our land of
grass and grain and its covering with
bricks and concrete, was borne by the
nation. Cobden indeed could see
goods flowing freely into and out of
Great Britain but he did not foresee
what was inherent in Free Trade, that
the goods would be followed by the
machines which made the goods and
then by the machines which made the
machines; that men would accumulate
and wealth decay.

One remembers an incident on
Clydeside in the inter-war years. A
shipyard was being dismantled and
sold as scrap. The buyer was a
Japanese firm and the 'scrap’ was
carefully dismantled and packed;
labelled "With Care - Machine Tools".
We see the consequence of current
'‘European’ Free Trade in our lost
industries, our closed mines and our
ruined agriculture and fisheries.

Cobden, when replying to the charge
that he and Bright wanted the repeal
of the Corn Laws in order to depress
the wages of industrial workers,
declared, with moral passion, "l care
not if the price of bread be higher or
lower, so long as it be the true price.”
But, what is the true price? Did the
price of American wheat which
brought ruin to British arable farming
after 1870 include the lost value of the
top-soil which blew away "in one
night” and left the American dust-
bowl? Did the price of
Brunner-Mond's soda ash include the
ongoing cost of reclaiming the acres of
poisonous dereliction on the Upper
Mersey? If not, in what sense was it
the 'true’ price? Cobden's statement
was based upon the Free Trade credo:
“That the maxim of buying in the
cheapest market and selling in
the dearest, which regulates
every merchant in his individual
dealings, is strictly applicable as
the best rule for the trade of the
whole nation.”

But is it? The Europhearts who argue
that if the abolition of tariff barriers
between England and Scotland was
beneficial then the abolition of tariff
barriers throughout Europe must be
even more beneficial, have not read
their own book in which is contained
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the "Law of Diminishing Returns”. The
dead lift of a balloon after a critical
volume is reached, does not increase
proportionately to increase in volume;
on the contrary, the ratio declines and
declines algebraically. The same is
true of a "Free Trade Area"; it is sub-
ject to the Law of Maximum Size. The
more it is extended, the more local-
ized, relatively, becomes production,
and reduction in the costs of produc-
tion are more than offset by increases
in the costs of distribution. The
Utilitarians were wrong in saying
things should be produced where they
can be most economically produced.
Things should be produced where
they can most economically be con-
sumed.

Buchanan looks at both the history
and the theory of Free Trade and asks
if anything which has caused so much
misery can possibly be good. The
answer is a clear "No".
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