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"The night is dark and never-end-
ing, Sire; the People are groping
for the Dawn.”

"Watchman, does not Wisdom call
out? Does not Understanding give

guidance to the Light?”

"No, Sire. Wisdom is no more and
Understanding is fragmented, dis-
united.”

[In times gone by, it was the watch-
man’s duty to stand at his post, on
the alert for any sign of danger that
might threaten the peace of the
inhabitants of the walled cities. A
similar idea of guarding the people
from untruth and spiritual danger
was expected of the priestly caste.
Wisdom, truth and understanding
were expected to be found on the
lips of the priests.]

"Watchman, what of Australia's
night?"

"It is far gone, Sire, and yet the
People can see no Light: More
than five million Australians now
live below the official poverty
line. Families are breaking up at
an alarming rate. The standard of
living is maintained on borrowed
money; the national debt is $225
billion and rising. Economic
Rationalism is turning the econo-
my into huge private corporations
for transnational companies and
foreign investors; they have com-
mandeered the best of the land
and industries; they are exploiting
the labourer. Wages have not

risen significantly for, at least, the
last ten years. The middleclass is
fast disappearing. The gap is
widening between the very rich
and the poor. The Australian
farmer is fast disappearing as his
overheads far exceed his mone-
tary returns. Education and
Health service standards are
declining as fewer taxes are allo-
cated. Australia has lost control
over her own financial system and
is now fully at the mercy of
Mammon's cunning craftiness.

"Watchman, raise the alarm!

"Sire, I would, but what am I to
say?"

"Say: The true aim of all social
activity should be to help individ-
ual members of the social body,
but never to destroy or absorb
them. You must rebuild a society
based upon genuine Christian
principles, or completely suc-
cumb to the devilish policy of
centralisation — this time in the
guise of economic rationalism.

"Say: It is an injustice, a grave
evil, and a disturbance of right
order, for a larger and higher
organisation to take, to itself,
functions that can be performed
more efficiently by smaller and
lower bodies. The smaller the
political and economic unit, the
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EDITORIAL

more chance the individual has of
developing his own sovereignty —
his own liberty, freedom and per-
sonality.

"Say: Your economic system
must, once more, be made sub-
servient to its true purpose. Life
is more than food, and the body
than raiment. The proper goal of
economic activity is to satisfy the
needs of man and not to accumu-
late wealth for wealth's sake.

"Say: As the common good sets
the general rule, so also does it
authorise the exception. 'For it is
rightly contended that certain
forms of property must be
reserved to the State, since they
carry with them an opportunity of
economic domination too great to
be left to private individuals with-
out injury to the community at
large."™

"Say: Australia will not find her
way to the Light as long as she lis-
tens to the cunning craftiness of
Mammon.

"Watchman, tell the People: The
mouth of the righteous man utters
wisdom; his tongue speaks that
which is just. The wicked lie in
wait for the righteous, seeking
their substance and their lives,
but the Lord will not leave them in
their power.
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the very time they were ostentatious-
ly going through the motions of
placing One Nation second last, just
above Labor. On the one hand, they
volubly supported the Party line that
One Nation was racist, even deranged
or rabid. On the other, they surrepti-
tiously ingratiated themselves into
One Nation quarters in quest of pref-
erential treatment on the voting
paper. At least one Liberal candidate
in Brisbane offered to pay for new
One Nation 'how to vote' slips a week
before polling day in return for One
Nation preferences. Both Libs and
Nats deserved to lose because of
their contemptible treatment of the
so-called pariahs with whom they
swiftly sought to bed down after the
elections. On the matter of prefer-
ences, some monumental aberrations
occurred during the Queensland elec-
tions. Dean Wells in Murrumba was
dead in the water on primaries, yet
Liberal preferences saw him elected.
In Crow's Nest, One Nation was home
and hosed until Labor preferences
helped Russell Cooper retain his seat.
In lpswich, David Hammill stared
defeat in the face until his neck was
saved at the last moment by a Liberal
renegade.

The Electorate of Lockyer

One of the most revealing case stud-
ies of the Queensland experience is
the seat of Lockyer, west of Ipswich.
It has always been National Party ter-
ritory, and until the elections was
held by Tony Fitzgerald, Government
Leader in the House and Minister for
Primary Production. There seemed
little chance of any One Nation
impact on the National's iron grip on
the seat, especially given the inauspi-
cious start to the One Nation
ventures in the district. Early in 1997,
the Aratula Fire Brigade found itself
so cash-strapped in its attempt to
purchase a fire engine that they
sought the help of Pauline Hanson as
Guest Speaker at a fund-raising din-
ner. These hard-working country-folk
at the eastern foot of the Great
Dividing Range on the Cunningham
Highway linking Ipswich and
Warwick, already owned a fire sta-
tion. As is the wont of such country
people, they decided to buy the
much-needed fire engine themselves.
It goes without saying that all efforts
to convince government of their
needs went unheeded. Suddenly all

hell broke loose when a local high
school teacher objected to their
choice of public speaker. "How dare
they pick Pauline Hanson as Guest
Speaker?" he ranted in a letter to the
Fassifern Guardian on 10 September
1997. "l have before me a complete
transcript of the Hanson maiden
Parliamentary speech,” this history
teacher wrote, "and it contains wor-
rying, dangerous and ignorant
statements.” What irked him more
than anything was Pauline Hanson's
“frequent claim that she represents
and speaks for mainstream
Australians.” Then followed a couple
of self-promoting paragraphs advanc-
ing his own claims to represent the
Dinki Di's.

In the normal course of events such a
foolish letter would have found a suit-
able home in a recycling bin but this
one had an advantage. Its author had
a captive audience of senior history
students at the Boonah State High
School, deep in Lockyer country, and
all were pliant stooges in his hands.
On 24 September 1997, all eleven of
them despatched to the Fassifern
Guardian a letter supporting their
teacher's views on Pauline Hanson. It
was a confused mish-mash of teenage
ramblings regurgitating the dogma of
their mentor. One of the student sig-
natories was the School Captain who
predicted two months later in the
Yearbook that she would make her
first million dollars from "payments
from the public purse due to assassi-
nating Pauline Hanson".  When
Boonah's Fassifern Guardian and
Ipswich's Queensland Times evinced
curiosity about this appallingly inap-
propriate  behaviour from a
schoolgirl, the principal simply dis-
missed the whole episode as a joke.
It is important to remember that at
that very time Pauline Hanson was
being subjected to the cruellest of
taunts from all her parliamentary col-
leagues because of her Assassination
Video. There is a disturbing footnote
to this incident that probably has rel-
evance to the final voting figures on
June 13. On Australia Day 1998, the
Young Citizen of the Year Award for
Boonah and District went to that very
same School Captain! Were the com-
munity leaders of the Boonah Shire -
the majority National Party members
- telling the rest of the world to rack
off? Were they aware that the mes-
sage they were sending out to
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disturbed and misguided youths was
that it was perfectly all right to make
assassination threats to elected
politicians if their name was Pauline
Hanson? Were they telling ratepayers
and voters that activist teachers had
every right in the world to instruct
volunteer fire-fighters just whom they
could invite to fund-raising meetings?
All told, it was a sorry event that
might well have contributed to Tony
Fitzgerald's loss in Lockyer. Peter
Prenzler, a Veterinary Surgeon from
Kalbar who only nominated in March
1998, won handsomely. At close of
poll of June 13, he had scored 8.824
votes to Fitzgerald's 5,554, Labor's
4,580 and another 2,485 to an
Independent. At the 1996 elections,
Fitzgerald had polled 15,390 to
Labor's 6,183. In 1998, the final count
was Prenzler 11,710 and Fitzgerald
10,110.

The Lesson of Lockyer?

There are many lessons from this
erstwhile safe National Party seat.
The first is that no Party anywhere
should take the people for granted, as
the Queensland Nationals did in
Lockyer. Across the electorate, Tony
Prenzler won in every voting booth
except two — a massive show of sup-
port for a candidate who was
unknown to the majority of voters
until he threw his cap in the ring two
months before polling day. The
activist roll played by the Boonah his-
tory master was probably of
secondary importance but there is
reason to believe that it was a factor.
There can be little doubt that some
old-fashioned types - including me —
believe that teachers have absolutely
no place in politics and religion.
Their job is to teach, and the fact that
many of their graduates leave school
as social misfits with an abysmal
ignorance of reading, spelling and
basic mathematics is an indictment of
their competence. If Queensland
teachers wish to intrude into politics,
they should stand for public office,
and let those who really want to
teach take their places. The school
which allows a student to make a
death threat against anyone - let
alone an elected politician — has
failed. So has the Government which
sanctions such behaviour!






HE world to our North is boil-

ing — boiling with people. Too
many people with not enough
food. Hungry, desperate people
led by crooks presenting as politi-
cians. For food, they need land.
There is land here, lots of it; not
good, but good enough for their
needs. [t is here — Australia, The
Great South Land; The Empty
Continent; The New Golden
Mountain; Uc Chau (Australia).

The longtime threat has become reali-
ty. Populations are exploding
exponentially. We've had one serious
warning. Not so long ago, Japanese
bombers were hitting our northern
towns; Japanese submarines were
attacking our southern ports. Now,
with the disintegration of S3oviet
power, immense stocks of weaponry
and military transport are on the
world market — cheap. Indonesia has
acquired a great amphibious capabili-
ty. She needs it for the internal
security of her restless island Empire;
but equally, it is usable against us.
Likewise, she has acquired major
international missiles. They are now
targeted northwards; but a minor
adjustment could target them here.
We believe that the present
Indonesian government has no
designs on Australian territory — yet.
But how long will they continue in
office? And what will be the aims of
their successors? We know that an
Indonesian version of history’ lays
claim to Northern Australia. The
claim is nonsense, but good enough to
fuel internal political fires, and to
build pressures in hungry, landless
mobs, themselves subject to pres-
sures from larger and hungrier mobs
to their north.

And what are we doing about it? The
standard answer is to grow more grain
and feed them. Good. As long as they
agree, accept our prices, and we can
grow enough. Failing satisfactory
answers to these points, we must
defend.

To defend our continent we need peo-
ple - 50 million. We now have 18
million, all spread around eastern and
south-castern littoral, with a token ele-
ment in the south-west. Cxactly in the
wrong place.

DEFENCE OF AUSTRALIA

An Analysis

BRIGADIER F.P. SERONG, DSO, OBE

[n our favour we have time and space.
The time available to us is a guess —
my educated guess is fifty years. We
cannot afford to waste a single one of
them. We must use those fifty years to
get that fifty million, and to deploy it
for effective defence.

Immigration? On our terms.

We must ensure that the fifty million
are the right material. One sure way
to destroy the strength we aim to
develop is to import a 'Fifth Column’.
Our current immigration policies —
money oriented — are doing less than
nothing to ensure that our future pop-
ulation will have the political, social
and cultural orientation to see them
pick up a weapon in national and per-
sonal defence as naturally and readily
as they would breathe. We want no
nests of constitutional doubt, no ele-
ments of treachery. ("It couldn't
happen here,” you say. Look around
you. Why not?)

We, who have the best
combat techniques in the
world, invite the troops
of neighbours
(prospective opponents)
into our training
establishments to
learn our methods!

And, in extension of the readiness to
"pick up 2 gun”, where are the guns to
come from? The ammunition? The
vehicles for tactical and strategic
movement? The 'sinews of war'?
Present policies, either by malign
design or strategic stupidity, ensure
that, at crunch time, we will have
none. We are to be a quarry, exporting
materials from which others make war
equipment, exporters of food to sus-
tain the armies of invasion forces.
This must change. We must suslain
and develop heavy industry. We did it
once before — built tanks, bombers,
trucks, artillery, machine guns. We
can do it again. To hold this conti-
nent, we need fighting men, organised,
trained and equipped.

And positioned. The current littoral
deployment is an understandable,
unfortunate product of our history.
Strategically, it is a mistake. We must

Heritage - Vol. 22 No. 88 1998 - Page 7

have combat capability in the north
and the centre. The centre is dry? Of
course it is. So, do we neglect it? No.
We bring it water. We turn those rivers
inland, Bradfield fashion - Snowy
Mountains engineering technigues.
Along with that, we pipe in gas of
which we have plenty - in the wrong
places.

With these two elements we can make
the Red Centre, if not green, at least a
great deal less red and capable of sus-
taining population. And population
sustains troop deployments. We have
above briefly outlined an immense
National Development project - a
vehicle on which to advance our
national defence. Money? We pay for
this with Government bonds. No for-
eign funds. No IMF There will be
screams from the overseas bankers
(and their local agents — overt and
covert) who these days control our
economy and our lives. Ignore them.
We are probably the only country in
the world with the peacetime geopo-
litical structure to stand alone. We
can ignore outside economic hostility;
and we must, while we build a viable
defence structure and redeploy our
population, while in the meantime
increasing it to 50 million by the year
2050.

Problems? Yes. Lots of them. Mostly
the product of faint-heartedness, cun-
ning external pressures or political
conflict of interest. But nothing we
can't handle. We have the brains and
the resources to stand with our own
feet planted on our own soil, and to
defend this Jand of ours with men and
guns — our men; our guns. I we sag at
the knees, and allow our politically-
correct, me-now urban yuppies {o
prevail, we face a destiny as peasants
and quarrymen. And we would
deserve it.

So far, our leaders have addressed the
problem with pathetic gestures: We,
who have the best combat techniques
in the world, imvite the troops of
neighbours (prospective opponents)
into our training establishments to
learn our methods! We send half our
combat troops to the far north with no
hope of tactical or logistic support,
thus ensuring we lose half of every-
thing at the very outset of hostilities,
We plan to send the nation’s combat
headquarters up there to join them.
Could we dare to hope that the even-



tual War Cabinet goes along as well?

We are weak, and relatively getting weaker. Our once 'great and powerful friends’ are going or gone. Our potential enemies
get closer and stronger. The way out of this strategic mess, and the associated socio-economic mess, is a finely calculated
blending of National Development and Defence enhancement. The two are logical partners. You can't have one without the

other.

It can be done. We need time. Our subjective judgement - as it must be; these matters are not for precise calculation - says
we have fifty years. Barely enough. We dare not waste a single year. And we need leadership. The leaders who will handle
the end product of this problem are not born yet. We must develop them. That is our first task.

Political correctness will not do it. Nor will our current educational machinery.

The programme in outline:

PN wN =

[
o

11.

Develop the interior with water and gas for agriculture and light industry.

Population target of 50 million by 2050.

Selective migration — excluding non-integrative elements.

Generate five divisions in the interior from a redeployed population.

Protect industry by tariffs to ensure defence/heavy industry deployment.

Disperse military and industrial assets from present south-east orientation.

Withdraw regular troop deployment from Darwin area; replace by locally-generated reserves.
Gradually evolve a self-contained financial system, based on Government bonds.

Orient national education policies to support the above.

. Specifically direct military education and training policies to the same end.

Reintroduce National Service.

A much fuller treatment of this subject is to be found in Defence of Australia by Brigadier F.P. Serong, DSO, OBE.
(Available from Australian Network for Success, PO Box 2333, Mount Waverley, Victoria 3149, Australia; Aus$10)

ESSENTIAL READING
THE COMMONWEALTH STORIES
C"":&?‘?’;‘““ com:ﬁ%;m.m | com:ﬁg‘i;mm

For the student of economics, history and finance. A valuable insight into what

Australians achieved before “experts” were given a free reign to “plan” our economy.

$7.00 each posted or the set of 3 for $16.00 posted.
Available from the Australian Heritage Society.
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3,000 Australian farmers, who sup-
ply fresh local fruit, crash into
bankruptcy. The Brazilian citrus
industry does not consist of local
farmers making good - it is largely
transnationally-owned fruit corpora-
tions who have planted orchards
after extensive clearing of rain-
forests, and which pay their pickers
$40 per month (Kennedy, 1995).

An Australian example is appropri-
ate, for it is evident that our ruling
‘elites’ feel that they must embrace
more absurd doctrines and make
bigger mistakes than anyone else in
the world. Not content to drag the
unwilling public over the edge of the
cliff, the elite in Australia compete
with each other to hit the bottom
first.

Who is responsible for forcing
Australia down the road of econom-
ic rationalism? Michael Pusey, in
Economic Rationalism in Canberra
(1991), discovers that a new breed
of fanatical mandarins have infested
the elite policy departments —
Finance, PMs and Treasury - since
the early 1980s. These dedicated
‘economists' "have wired them-
selves up to highly abstract,
mathematical models of a fantasy
economy, and then deluded them-
selves that they are making realistic
policy.”

These econocrats are merely instru-
ments of a higher authority and
modern ‘orthodox’ economics can
be accurately described as a facade
of plausible lies to conceal the
treachery of international finance.
An extensive, albeit largely 'under-
ground’ literature exists on this
nebulous, omnipotent entity (yes,
this is the very 'God’ of the
economism religion), including
Quigley’'s monumental Tragedy and
Hope, which has resurfaced on the
new-purchases shelves of the Barr
Smith  Library at  Adelaide
University.

Now, just when you think Australia
has clawed its way out of a recession
and is beginning to gain strength as
a nation, 1 bring you the global

banksters’ latest ploy - the
Multilateral Agreement on
Investment. Since 1995, Australia,

along with the other 28 OECD
nations, has been negotiating this
treaty which is intended to stream-
line international trade and
investment. Its rules will force gov-
ernments to treat all investors and
corporations equally, and any
transnational corporation that feels

it is being unfairly treated can sue
the offending host government,
through an MAI International
Tribunal, for loss of profits.

This will effectively mean open
slather for the TNCs, which collec-
tively have a woeful record on the
environment, workers' rights and
tax evasion. The treaty, which is
binding for twenty years, will, if
signed, be the final nail in the coffin
of Australia's sovereignty. Under
MAL it will not only be the poor, but
also our governments and their
entire disenfranchised electorate
who will be flattened by the global
juggernaut.

Health implications of the MAI will
include the powerlessness of gov-
ernments to implement their health
policies; funding of public hospitals
would have to cease unless provid-
ed equally to foreign-owned
competitors; pesticide residue stan-
dards would be relaxed, along with
quarantine, environmental protec-
tion and Occupational Health &
Services regulations: globalised dis-
ease would threaten with the
introduction of gastarbeiten, and the
rich-poor gap would yawn wider and
the hollowing out of the middle class
would gather speed.

The juggernaut has no central con-
trol, being guided by its own
momentum. William Greider, author
of One World, Ready or Not: The
Manic Logic of Global Capitalism,
observes: "The wondrous machine
of global revolution is oscillating out
of control, widening the arcs of
social and economic instabilities in
its wake.” (Greider, 1997)

We can gain hope however, from the
realisation that the New World
Order contains the seeds of its own
destruction. The church of
Economism was erected on shaky
ground, and its foundations are shal-
low. Extensive cracks appear in its
facade and indeed the entire edifice
would have collapsed but for mas-
sive funding from its faceless
backers.

Is there an alternative to the unbear-
able heaviness of the global
juggernaut? There is, and the key
word is autarky. Space disallows its
discussion here, except to mention
the major components of intelligent
nationalism, protection of vital
industries, government-controlled
credit-creation and a consumer soci-
ety based on community. Can it be
achieved? Society, like a clock, is an
human construction and thus is sub-
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With

ject to human intervention.
sufficient force it can be changed in
any direction one desires. Autarky
is inevitable, either by design or
default.
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GLOBALISATION

Demise of the Australian Nation
by Graham L. Strachan

People ask what would a lawyer know about
economics, but this book is not really about
economics. It is about dishonesty . . . dishonesty
born out of greed for wealth and power by pecple
persuaded that they can have all the benefits of
civilisation without the need to behave in a civilised
manner, in accordance with moral principle.
Dishonesty of that nature should
be the concern of every lawyer.

' Prices include postage.
Available from The Australian Heritage SocietL)




AN INDEPENDENT COMMENTARY ON NATIONAL AFFAIRS

AUSTRALIA

Is there a way through the whirlwinds?

N November 17th 1 viewed

the film Elizabeth at the local
cinema, the Belgrave Cameo.
What British patriot could fail to
make a pilgrimage to the latest
art-biography of Good Queen
Bess, the Virgin Queen who
presided over England’s Golden
Age, who ruled forty-five years
(from 1558 to 1603) and who
encouraged a brilliantly creative
community of poets, playwrights,
musicians, explorers, sailors and
statesmen?

Australian actress Cate Blanchett was
as spectacular and dramatic in the
title role as the newspaper critics had
led me to believe, presenting a heart-
warming portrait of a young woman of
exceptional spirit, high intelligence,
bountiful joie de vivre and unusual
leadership capacity. Additionally, her
Elizabeth credibly embodied the
English talent for moderation, sensi-
ble compromise and respect for
individual conscience.

What was the ‘message’ of the film?
After all, not only did it have an
Australian leading lady (rather than
an English one), but it was also direct-
ed by a man of other cultural origins,
one Shekhar Kapur, a Hindu director
of other films including The Bandit
Queen and someone of whom | would
like to learn more. Was it snidely anti-
monarchy and pro-republican? Or was
it deformed by modernist vulgarity
and post-modernist rejection of true
values?

It is pleasing to report that Elizabeth
is none of that, but a noble film which
celebrates unequivocally the great-
ness and glory of England’s all-time
most renowned woman. For example,
it begins with exquisitely chanted
Christian church music, exultant,
exalted and spiritual. When Elizabeth
is proclaimed Queen by the Earl of
Sussex, a huge oak tree is shown flour-
ishing nearby (the Tree of Life, the
tree of the English monarchy) and
Elizabeth pronounces with lovely sin-
cerity and bliss: “This is the Lord’s
doing and it is marvellous in our
sight.” At once further beautiful music
of uplifting and spiritual singing is

bracketed with the declaration as she
is crowned that she is England’s
‘undoubted Queen’. Finally, more than
once in the film plangent voices call
out in adoration: “Domine! (‘"Lord!"). In
no way is irony used to slight the deep
commitment to religion regularly con-
veyed.

The essential theme of Elizabeth is
the role of human character in making

possible high achievement and
notable passages of national history.
Elizabeth the woman had many
strengths and virtues. She had, for
example, the warm affections of a
lover, as shown in her relationship
with Robert Dudley, Earl of Leicester,
with whom she twice dances the ener-
getic volta; but she also had the
welfare of her whole people at heart
and is finally shown as choosing to be
married to England rather than to any
human suitor. During the critical
debate of the bishops on her pro-
posed Act of Uniformity, she says,
“Upon this moment lies the future
happiness of my people and the future
peace of this realm.”

Her quasi-divine status as the ‘Faerie
Queene’ (of Sir Edmund Spenser’s
famous poem) is denoted by the cres-
cent silver moon on the top of her
mask during a party in boats on the
River Thames. Later she listens care-
fully to advice of Sir Francis
Walsingham: “To reign supreme, you
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must be touched by nothing - All men
need something greater to look up to
and worship. They must touch the
divine here on Earth. They have found
nothing worthy to replace her.” (And
he points to an icon of the Virgin
Mary.) Elizabeth heeds his words. She
had already angrily declared that she
would have only one mistress in
England and no master (this was in
response to importunings by
Leicester and politick demands by
Cecil that she should marry to secure
her rule). Now she has her beautiful
rich hair cut short, says wryly to her-
self: “I have become a virgin.” (she had
an excellent sense of humour) and dis-
plays herself to her courtiers like the
White Goddess with a whitened face.
The divine connotations are further
emphasised when she sits on the
throne at the end with the words of a
royal motto visible behind her: “Video.
Facio.” (“] see. 1 do.")

The times were dangerous as
Elizabeth first came to the throne. She
herself had been three when her
mother was executed and she was
declared a bastard by her unbalanced
father. Later we see her arrested, inter-
rogated, imprisoned in the Tower of
London and even fearing for her life
under the reign of her half-sister,
Mary, a zealous Catholic who, urged
on by bigots and fanatics, had allowed
some three hundred or so burnings of
Protestant ‘heretics’, for which she
gained the nickname ‘Bloody Mary’.

Sir Arthur Bryant in Freedom's Own
Island described the shocking situa-
tion in which Elizabeth found herself
upon her accession: “She faced
tremendous risks. Her kingdom was
near bankrupt and defenceless, divid-
ed by bitter religious differences in an
age of increasingly embattled faiths,
with unscrupulous profiteers batten-
ing on the spoils of the monasteries,
the ruins of the feudal state and of the
mediaeval Church. She inherited an
exhausted treasury, a depreciated cur-
rency, a society vitiated by
lawlessness and vagabondage, and a
countryside impoverished by a run of
bad harvests. Abroad the prospect
was still darker. Dominating half
Europe, imperial Spain, with its invin-
cible infantry, its dazzling conquests



cible infantry, its dazzling conquests
in central and south America and its
world-wide oceanic power, had all but
absorbed England through Philip’s
short-lived, but childless marriage
with Mary Tudor. Nearer home the tra-
ditional alliance between a giant
France and Scotland, the upper and
lower millstones, threatened to crush
Protestant England and substitute for
Elizabeth her half-French Catholic
cousin and heir presumptive, Mary
Stuart, now Queen of both France and
the Scots “England was a weak, unim-
portant half-island on the fringe of a
continent dominated by two great
Catholic powers” To most Englishmen
the great days of their country and its
one-time military glory seemed alto-
gether things of the past.”

Shekhar Kapur shows this dangerous
environment with graphic force, as
well as the integrity, good sense and
personal bravery of Elizabeth in deal-
ing with it. He does not, for example,
hesitate to mock the Duke of Anjou as
a fatuous, egocentric cross-dresser
under the psychological domination
of his aunt, the ruthless French aristo-
crat, Mary of Guise. Anjou was the
French suitor for Elizabeth’s hand,
competing with her brother-in-law, the
Spanish king, to bring off a dynastic
marriage. The scene in which
Elizabeth confronts him amidst his
debaucheries while he is wearing a
dress and is drunk, exemplifies the
traditional values which the film
upholds: a balanced grasp of reality,
daring and normality easily dispose of
folly and degeneracy.

The theme of homosexuality also
attaches to the second most impor-
tant figure in the film, Walsingham,
played superbly by Geoffrey Rush. It is
not made certain, however, that
Walsingham indulges a taste for
younger men or only uses them for his
espionage activities. Shekhar Kapur’s
presentation of this enigmatic figure
is, in my view, the key to the meaning
of the film; and it appears to have
been misunderstood by critics.

For example, Paul Fischer referred to
him as ‘brooding’ and ‘sinister’. And
many others clearly regarded him as
no more than an unpleasant and
machiavellian politician, motivated by
self-interest. Yet, at the end of the film,
which deals only with the first five
years of Elizabeth’s reign, a final and
simple message is flashed on to the
screen: “Elizabeth reigned for another
forty years. When she died, England
was the most powerful and prosper-

ous country in Europe. Sir Francis
Walsingham remained her most trust-
ed adviser throughout that time.”
Clearly, then, Walsingham is a hero
of the film as well!

Indeed, on reflection, it soon becomes
apparent that it was only owing to this
man’s superlative statesmanship that
Elizabeth negotiated those five critical
years, the foundation of her achieve-
ment, in security. He first made an
impression on her by disagreeing with
her whole council and advising
against an illfated sortie against
French troops in Scotland. ‘A prince,’
he told Elizabeth, ‘should be slow to
take action and watch that he does
not become frightened of his own
shadow.” He advocates selfposses-
sion, a quality he possesses
eminently himself. Later he assists
her to win the debate on the Act of

Uniformity (a bill of religious tolera-
tion which is an important part of the
early history of the Church of
England). “The bishops are against
you. They do not expect you to sur-
vive.” he tells her - then craftily locks
up a clutch of her opponents so that
she wins the day by five votes! He cun-
ningly keeps the ambitious Earl of
Norfolk, a Catholic zealot and eventu-
al leader of a rebellion, under effective
surveillance. There is an inner
strength in Walsingham, which comes
out when he tells Elizabeth (after the
assassination of Mary of Guise, which
he personally carried out on his own
initiative): “A prince should never
flinch from being blamed for ruthless
acts necessary for the safety of the
state and her person. If Your Majesty
does not act soon, they (the rebels)
will.”
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Finally, he acts with decisive strength
on Elizabeth’s firm order to quell the
rebellion, telling Norfolk, as he watch-
es his arrest: “You were Norfolk. The
dead have no titles. You were the most
powerful man in the kingdom and
could have been even more so, but you
had not the courage to be loyal, only
the conviction of your own vanity.”

Walsingham’s personal courage is
insisted on twice. Early in the film he
is the subject of an assassination
attempt by foreign Catholic interests -
by a young man he has possibly met
by assignation. He talks the would-be
assassin out of stabbing him to death,
touching on the issue of whether God
even exists, telling him: “Do it without
regret- And be certain why it needs to
be done” Lose innocence and you may
lose your soul.” When the youth has
been paternally lulled into bemuse-
ment, Walsingham suddenly stabs him
in the throat with his own dagger, with
impeccable adroitness. The other
instance of Walsingham's exceptional
courage is his manner of dining with
Mary of Guise, fooling her with a pre-
tended disloyalty to Elizabeth as well
as a feigned interest in her sexual
favours, and then killing her in inti-
mate contact with her in her own bed.

It is in various of his statements to
Elizabeth and others that it becomes
apparent that Walsingham is strangely
wise. And certain themes of signifi-
cance crop up and are then referred to
in the conversations of others: inno-
cence, certainty and uncertainty, the
nothingness of  men. When
Walsingham talks to the Catholic
priest he is having tortured in order to
extract vital information about the
membership of Norfolk's rebellious
conspiracy, he makes the significant
remark: “Tell me the truth as if you
were face to face with Him (God) now.”
This hints at Walsingham’s possession
of the stature of ‘a realised man’, as
some initiatory societies describe one
who has attained true metaphysical
knowledge. Early in the film he tells
Elizabeth: ‘It is my business to protect
Your Majesty against all things.’ And
while we have heard Cecil tell the
Queen: ‘I have appointed him to take
care of Your Majesty's welfare.’; it is
not at all clear how and why that con-
vention-minded, bumbling courtier
(reminiscent indeed of Shakespeare's
Polonius in Hamlet, who is said to
have been modelled on him); and the
question is left open as to the real
source of Walsingham’s authority
and mission. Nor does the film offer a
clear answer to the question thrown at



























ENGLISH NEWS

Australian Colonies Government Bill, House of Commons, 1 August 1850:

N the motion for taking into con-

sideration the Lords' amendments
on this Bill, Mr. F. Scott wished to know
from the Government if it was their
intention to assent to all the amend-
ments which had been proposed and
agreed to in the House of Lords. Sir de
Lacy Evans was, on general grounds, in
favour of two chambers ior the colony,
but upon maturely considering the
question, he doubted that there was
sufficient material in the colony for a
second chamber, and he therefore
thought the Bill should pass without an
actual enactment with respect to the
second Chamber. Upon the whole, he
thought the Government was right in
leaving to the colonists themselves to
decide as to the establishment of a sec-
ond Chamber.

Lord John Russell said, he proposed
that the House should agree to the
amendments of the Lords. Those
amendments did not interfere with the
object of the Government in their
immediate operation, although they to
some extent interfered with it in its
prospective action. When, however,
the colonists desired additional pow-
ers, the Government would be willing
to concede them. Considerable discus-
sion had taken place with respect to the
establishment of two Chambers; but
after due consideration the
Government was of opinion that two
Chambers should not be fixed in the
present state of the colonies. The Bill
was then substantially the same as it
was when it was sent to the House of
Lords; for the alterations made in the
House of Lords did not materially affect
the provisions of the measure. He con-
sidered the Bill as amended, calculated
to be a great benefit to the Australian
colonies, and he therefore hoped the
amendments would be agreed to.

Mr. Gladstone protested against any
measure which would restrain the con-
stitutioual freedom of Australia. Mr.
Gladstone said the Bill hefore them was
not a satisfactory Bill, but might pro-
duce good results. The amendments of
the House of Lords appeared to him as
a breach of faith with the colonists,
inasmuch as those amendments
deprived the colonists of the power
conferred upon them by the Bill, of
changing or altering their own institu-
tions. He protested against any

measure which would restrain the con-
stitutional freedom of Australia, and
keep the legislation of that colony in
perpetual uncertainty.

Mr. Roebuck would enter his serious
and earnest protest against the Bill.
The Bill altogether was so confused and
unsatisiactory, that the colonists would
come again to Parliament, and demand
a proper measure. He contended that
the nominees of the Government which
the Bill proposed would hold the sway
over the whole legislation of Australia;
and he denied that the constitution
which they were sending out there was
the measure of the House of Commons
of this country.

Mr. C. Anstey complained of the alter-
ations made in the Bill by the House of
Lords, as giving the franchise to ticket-
of-leave holders and those who
received conditional pardons. The Bill
altogether was contemptible; and he
hoped the noble lord would change his
mind and agree to withdraw it.

Mr. M'Gregor thought the Bill would
prove beneficial in its operation,
notwithstanding the amendments of
the Lords had impaired its original pro-
visions. Rather than keep the
colonists, and those having commercial
connections with the colonists, any
longer in suspense, he would vote in
favour of the Bill.

The Lords' amendments were then
agreed to.

[Supplement to Sydney Morning Herald, Wed.
20 Nouv. 1850]

The Sydney Herald became The
Svdney Morning Herald in 1842 under
the proprietorship of Charles Kemp
and John Fairfax. It continues today as
Australia's oldest surviving newspaper.

John Fairfax (1804-1877), born at
Warwick in England in 1804, was at the
age of 12 apprenticed to a local printer
and afterwards worked on the Morning
Chronicle.  In 1825 he settled at
Leamington as a printer, and published
a small newspaper, the Leamington Spa
Chronicle; but an action for libel
brought against him by a town official,
although he won it, ruined him com-
mercially, and he migrated to Australia
in 1838, reaching Port Jackson in the
Palmyra on 26 September. On 1 April
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1839 he obtained an appointment as
libraritan to the Sydney subscription
library (which afterwards became the
public library of New South Wales).
Shortly after this he was engaged by
F.M. Stokes of the Sydney Herald to set
up type and do other work after office
hours, and proved so valuable an assis-
tant that the management of the paper
was gradually transferred to his hands.
On 2 September 1840 the Herald began
its daily issue; on 8 February 1841 it
passed into the possession of John
Fairfax and Charles Kemp (a reporter
on the staff), and on 1 August 1842
appeared for the first time as the
Sydney Morning Herald. Fairfax had in
February 1841 resigned his position at
the library, and thenceforth devoted
himself to the management of the
paper, of which in 1853 he became sole
proprietor. In 1857 he took in his sons
as partners. QOutside his office he was a
prominent and useful citizen, and tock
a large part in establishing the
Australian Mutual Provident Society on
a firm basis. In 1871 he was appointed
to the council of education, and in 1874
was nominated to the legislative coun-
cil. He died at Sydney on 16 June 1877.
His second son, Sir James Reading
Fairfax (1834-1919), born at Leamington
on 17 October 1834 and educated at
Parramatta and Sydney under Dr.
Woolls and Henry Cary, was at the age
of 17 given employment in his father's
office, taken into partnership in 1857,
and in 1888 took over the active man-
agement of the paper. Like his father,
he devoted his life to the Herald: but he
was also a founder and high official of
the national art gallery, the Prince
Alfred Hospital, the royal naval house,
the national rifle association, the hoys’
brigade, and the Y.M.C.A., a director of
two banks and several business firms,
vice-president of several musical soci-
eties, and commodore of the royal
yacht squadron. He died at Sydney on
28 March 1919.

The James Jardine, hired convict
ship, has arrived at moorings at Royal
Arsenal. Dr. Campbell, surgeon-super-
intendent, is to take on board about 300
male convicts for conveyance to Van
Dieman's Land. About 80 convicts will
be put on board at Woolwich from the
convicts here and from Millbank
Penitentiary; the others will be taken









Cheryl Kernot (continued)

this man. A self-made millionaire as a
baker, Vince is the most generous
benefactor Clermont and Keppel
Country have ever known. He is also
the most scrupulously honest politi-
cian in Queensland, never ever guilty
of the vile innuendoes of the Kernot
quote.

Other libellous anecdotes are also
included in this panegyric to the
Precious Princess. At one street
march - (Did Mr. Hayward know or
approve of her militancy?) — one of her
former pupils (then doing first-year
law) was ordered to join the crowd of
protesters, instead of marching with
"one foot on the gutter and one on the
street". He refused and was arrested.
Cheryl was horrified. It was another
of those Damascus-type experiences
when the cruel and unjust world was
revealed to her. Destiny was calling or
was it simply unbridled ambition?

O'Reilly argues that it was the big
issues of modern Australia that cata-
pulted Kernot into politics, including
Aboriginal rights, but always with a
Kernot spin. Take Aborigines and edu-
cation. Surely the "Woman Most

Likely" would not simply nit-pick
about White Australians' shortcom-
ings. But yes, she does, telling O'Reilly
that even "the design of white man's
schoolrooms offended the Aboriginal
sense of space!" What design would
you suggest, Cheryl?
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AMONG THE BARBARIANS
The Dividing of Australia
by Paul Sheehan

‘This books is . . important, as well as brave,
bold and brilliant.” THE AUSTRALIAN
‘... the toughest political tract to be

published here for years . . .’
THE SYDNEY MORNING HERALD and THE AGE

Price include postage.
Available from The Australian Heritage Society
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by Theo Colburn,
Dianne Dumanoski

& John Myers

In 1989 scientists in Canada research-
ing the declining numbers of beluga
whales opened up a dead specimen
for examination. They were not quite
prepared for what they found.

Whales previously examined often
had tumours, ulcers, gum diseases,
twisted spines and other abnormali-
ties. This particular specimen not
only had the common abnormalities
but it had two sets of gonads — one
female set and one male. It also had
much of the other male and female
‘plumbing’.

Other such 'freaks of nature' have
been found. In Florida a large number
of male alligators were found to have
under-sized and malformed penises.
In different parts of North America
female gulls have been found trying to
nest with other females. In fact they
were dubbed the "gay gulls”.

These are just some of the freakish
occurrences described by the authors
of Our Stolen Future. Others include
thinning eggshells of eagles, frequent
abandonment of their eggs by other
bird species and declines in the aver-
age testicle size of certain fish species.
Many types of wildlife have suffered a
substantial drop in population.

These weird occurrences are not real-
ly ‘freaks of nature' but have been
caused by the thousands of artificial
chemicals created and brought into
use over the last fifty years. Most are
not poisonous in the normal sense but
their effect is much more insidious.
The creature which ingests molecules
of these chemicals is often not itself
harmed. Its progeny, however, are the
ones to suffer. For instance a number
of artificial chemicals mimic naturally
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occurring hormones such as cestro-
gen, resulting in bizarre physical
abnormalities or strange behaviour.
Fortunately most of the more freakish
results occurring in animal species
have not, as yet, become common in
humans. This does not mean that we
are safe.

The authors point out that a number
of cancer types are becoming more
common. They also point to research
which shows that human sperm
counts have tended to drop signifi-
cantly in recent decades.

Some of the chemicals known to be
dangerous, like DDT and PCB's (poly-
chlorinated biphenyls) have already
been banned in many countries.
However, with something like a thou-
sand new artificial chemicals being
introduced each year it is virtually
impossible to ensure that some won't
cause serious but unforeseen prob-
lems in the future. Most of us will
have ingested some of these chemi-
cals and children nowadays can have
a veritable cocktail of them inside
when they are born.

The authors have given some hints for
the individual to minimise the risks.
For instance, washing our hands regu-
larly is important as we often touch
chemicals unknowingly. Keeping our
use of pesticides and plastics to a min-
imum is also recommended.

On a broader level they believe hor-
mone-disrupting chemicals should be
phased out and laws introduced to
take into account the effect of the
cumulative exposure to chemicals.

They also call for much more
research.

Although the authors are American
and the book deals mainly with the sit-
uation in the United States and
Canada, the same types of problems
are no doubt arising in Australia. OQur
lower population and smaller industri-
al base has probably meant we are not
faced with the same quantity of chem-
jcals as the North Americans. We
should not be complacent, however,
especially as small amounts of chemi-
cals can travel considerable
distances.

The book deals with a worrying phe-
nomenon that affects us all. |
recommend that you buy or borrow a
copy and study it well.

In Book Review, Heritage No. 86, we wrongly
attributed a review to Anthony Cooney.
Mr. R. Hughes reviewed The Intellectuals and
the Masses (London, Faber & Faber, 1992).
We apologise for the error.
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