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Perhaps one of the significant as
pects of the debate concerning the 
constitutional monarchy/republic 

is to be seen in the characters of some of 
the leading supporters of a republic. Bob 
Hawke, Gough Whitlam, Malcolm 
Fraser failed to understand how most 
Australians regard them with deep dis
trust and contempt. 

respective of how they are described to 
have worked successfully. One of the 
framers of the Soviet Union Constitu
tion, Fabian-Marxist Professor Harold 
Laski, claimed that the Soviet Consti
tution would produce "a perfect world". 
The ultimate result was a hell on earth. 

the present system of Law. The system 
of Law which is progressively invading 
and overriding the rights of t11e ordinary 
citizen. 

Republicans did not point to any exist
ing republican model to explain what 
t11ey were aiming for; they couldn't use 

Laski was a bitter critic of any sugges- the former Soviet Union model or t11e 
tion that British Constitutionalism present "People's Republic of China", 

There is an old truth that 
maketh man. " 

"manners could be found to have its roots in a that would have certainly frightened off 

Consider the difference between the 
Hawkes, Whitlams and Frasers of this 
world and former Governor-General Bill 
Hayden and the distinguished 
historian Professor Geoffrey 
Blainey. 

The so-called "successful peo
ple" reveal, once again, they 
do not understand that one of 
t11e basic features of cultural 
differences is to be found in 
the views of what might be re
garded as the little people. All the evi
dence points to the fact that the "new 
elites" loat11e the Australian culture and 
want to "recreate it in t11eir own image". 

The comment is often made that Con
stitutionalism stemming out of British 
Constitutional development is not very 
logical. This brings to mind t11e story of 
the bumble bees: although lacking in the 
understanding of the principles govern
ing t11e law of flight, as presently un
derstood. t11ey still continue to fly, indi
cating to those who have "eyes to see" 
tliat there are 0U1er "laws" that come into 
play, undiscovered by the so-called au
t110rities on the subject. 

The principles governing the British 
Constitution appear to be not very logi
cal, but the reality is that they have 
evolved successfully over a long period 
of time to serve fundamental trutl1S ir-

practical Christianity. One of the basic supporters. And t11ere is such social fric-
truths discovered by t11e supporters of lion and disorder within so many nations 
the Constitution is that which was around the world it would have been dif-
enunciated by Lord Acton concerning ficult to find a good model amongst the 
t11e corruption of power. That truth re- lot. The nearest would probably be the 
mains irrespective of what is said by United States model, but that also pre-

politicians. That truth remains, it does 
not alter. It is the truth. The corruption 
of power continues to corrupt the 
power-hungry of tltis world. 

Those given the money and official 
sanction to "defend" the present sys
tem failed to explain - as opposed to 
t11at put forward by the republicans -
tlwt al bo//0111, there are two quite dif
ferent ideas of social order at stake here. 

The prevailing elitist political/social 
idea of a society or nation is that of a 
multiracial, multicultural undifferenti
ated mass of people vaguely defined as 
a "nation" with the leaders pushing for 
a further global, internationalist 
agenda. In fact, our nation at the present 
time is essentially a conglomerate of in
dividualistic citizens with vague ideas 
of "democracy" held together by the 
remnants of t11e values of the past and 

Americans swear loyalty to the 
Constitution and laws of the 
United States. The individualistic 
American citizens are busily pur
suing their individual rights to life, 
liberty and the pursuit of happi

ness within a legal framework. 

Although the ideal of liberty or freedom 
!snot exclusive to any land or language, 
m t11e "British" Constitutional Monar
chy that "ideal" was highly developed 
with the view of a Society or Nation as a 
"community of persons" bound together 
by common values in an essential whole. 

The founding fathers of the Common
wealth of Australia drew on a body of 
Constitutional understanding that ·had 
gro\vn, crg::utica!!y developed, over hun
dreds of years of trial and error and 
learning. Within that "constitutional" 
framework we have a "Royal form" of 
democratic government and it is based 
on personal loyalty, personal responsi
bility and personal government. Our 
present Queen is the "embodiment" of 
t11at concept of national w1ity. ll is based 
on "fundamental principles of human as-



sociation" and those principles change 
not. 

The truth is that freedom will continue 
in this nation as long as the people are 
prepared to defend the attacks upon it. 
While it is true that the peoples' instincts 
are basically sound, their instincts need 
to be undergirded with knowledge. 

RSL leader Bruce Ruxton touched on the 
real issue before us, "Obviously the ar
gument for a republic is the perfect way 
of attacking our existing federal Con
stitution, for it falls apart if you take the 

Spring season is wake-up time for 
snakes and lizards. After a long winter
slumber underground-lubernation, incu
bating is time for exercise and explora
tion. 

Belly-crawling across a bitumen 
country road brings risks never con
fronted during Dream-time. Slow 
progress over a minefield of speeding 
motor vehicles brings little awareness of 
peril in the path of advancing motor 
tyres. Through the windscreen, stumpy 
lizards look like short tree-twigs. 

On Yorke Peninsula four stumpy liz
ards survived fatal crushing. After a 
slight swerve, much to my relief,! slowed 
and saw the escapees in the rear-vision 
mirror. One was trapped and trodden, 
almost on the road edge victory line. 

Wearing camouflaged, armour-plate 
jump-suits, lizards are almost invisible 
in a forest of grass and shrubs - too much 
exposed when some inner force urges 
them to cross a busy roadway. Odds of a 
successful crossing are about l: l O -
halved when a succession of dual-wheel 
grain trucks cast a wider track. 

When I paused to take a photo, the 
lizards seemed less courageous. One 
sought sanctuary in a tangle of grass; 
otl1ers retreated; anotller showed defi
ance, curling into a crescent shape and 
flicking a forked tongue. 

"Don't get angry - I'm only trying to 
help!" I pleaded, toeing a bottle-length 
lizzie to safety. Given a fair chance, they 
will waddle their spots and stripes into 

Crown away from it. What is there then 
to save our entire common law, with all 
its splendid and freely inherited rights 
and liberties? Because, after all, it is the 
Crown which is the direct link to all of 
these things. 

"I stand for the Constitution that we now 
have. I support the Australian Crown un
der the Australian Constitution because 
I am an Australian, and I believe that 
our history, culture and uaditions should 
be respected, not rubbished." 

Herald Sun, 5 November 1999. 

Crawlfaster, Stumpy! 
by Neil McDonald 

obscurity. I drove further, observing that 
all the little lizards had been heading 
soutll. "Perhaps the sun was a compass 
affecting their trails?" Suddenly, one 
loopy wanderer came in from the oppo
site direction, blowing tl1at tlleory apart. 
I must confess I'm not a lizard psycholo
gist. But we humans have invaded their 
territory and plagued reptile-roaming 
with gravel and bitumen. Lizards help 
keep nature in balance. tlley do not de
serve the terror of rushing, crushing 
wheels. 

In lizard language, one creepy-crawly 
coughed the secret of traffic escape: 
'Stumpies' have less tail to trail t11an 
goannas and longer lizards -a smaller 
target for tl1e charging columns of tyres, 
offering little escape." Much more dan
gerous than the hawk, kookaburra, ea
gle or vulture, is tl1e tyre-terror on the 
roadway. 

·.:.:.:,:.:_;:;:;}}::'.'.'.'.::::. 

The defenders of tradition must make 
every effort to engage in the battles that 
are before us. The battle for the preser
vation of traditional Australian values, 
including the Constitutional Monarchy 
remains to be continued. 

A Blessed and Holy Christmas - end of 
century- Season to all our Readers. 

Eric D. Butler. 

Give way to all uroadworthy lizards 
not wearing L-plates! 

--s~ 
.,.I~~ 

Stumpy-tailed lizard 

PhOlo: Neil McDonald. 
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STUBBORN ECCENTRIC WHO MAY BE RIGHT 
Australians should protest the imprisonment in Germany 

S o far there appears to be rela
tively little public indignation 
in Australia over the arrest in 

early April 1999, and subsequent con
viction of Australian intellectual Dr 
Fredrick Toben in Mannheim, Gennany, 
as a result of his public commentaries 
on the Jewish Holocaust. 

There will be no regrets about this fact 
among his opponents, such as vice-presi
dent of the Executive Council of Aus
tralian Jewry, Mr. Jeremy Jones, who 
feared that Dr Tohen 's Adelaide Insti
tute has been assisting in "the reha
bilitation of Nazism" (['he Age, 10 April 
1999). 

As for the great majority of thoughtful 
Australians who have considered the 
matter, they probably believe that Dr 
Toben is an eccentric trouble-maker who 
is out to attract attention. And, indeed, 
it can be argued that he was quite un
necessarily provocative in travelling to 
Germany while current restrictions on 
free speech about the Holocaust exist. 

David Irving, the controversial British 
historian, has actually said that Dr Tohen 
was naive and foolish in putting his head 
in the lion's mouth by deliberately con
sulting a German prosecutor known to 
be hostile to revisionists. 

A strong case can, however, be mounted 
that Dr Toben 's arrest and threatened 
imprisornnent of five years is a very se
rious event in the cultural history of our 
nation and that its implications ought to 
be widely and deeply considered by our 
leading intellectuals. 

I first met Dr Toben through The Age, 
on 18 April 1989, when the education 
editor published an article of mine 

of Dr Fredrick Tohen 
supporting private schools against criti
cisms that had been made by Colin Good
win; and Dr Tohen, himself a fonner 
schoolteacher, wrote to me about it. As 
1 had already been interested in the saga 
of his dismissal from the school in 
Goroke, I responded and we developed a 
friendship during the next decade. 

On one occasion we both delivered semi
nar papers to the same conference. His 
was a gloriously amusing and moving 
accoun'7 presented with superlative pre
cision of detail and linguistic nuance, of 
his experiences as a young Gennan-bom 
immigrant trying to fit into Australian 
society and schools. 

I soon learned, of course, that Dr. Toben 
is an almost obsessively serious partisan 
of whatever cause happens to arouse his 
commitment and energy. It seemed that 
he should have been born in Germany 
early last century, when he could have 
become a philosophy professor in a uni
versity and any eccentricities of his be
haviour would have been treated with 
amused sympathy rather than angry 
objections. 

In setting up as a critic of the currently
accepted version on the Jewish Holo
caust, Dr Toben has, of course, touched 
on a particularly sensitive issue. Defend
ers of the German law against the "defa
mation of the dead", under which he was 
arrested, argue that the danger of a re
surgence of the events which led to the 
Holocaust is still so great in Gennany 
that more than ordinary inhibitions 
against free speech about the Nazi era 
are justified in that country, if not else
where. 

It can sound very persuasive - and natu
rally adds to the disinclination of Aus-
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tralian intellectuals to defend Dr Toben
but it is in reality a very much more frag: 
ile claim than may appear. 

In the first place, it needs to be under
stood that historical revisionists and 
Holocaust critics around the world have 
collectively amassed a persuasive case 
that a major change in our understand
ing of the Holocaust is required. It may 
not be conclusive, but it is too extensive 
and well-researched to be able to be fairly 
dismissed as crankeiy or worse. It should 
be examined in open public debate. 

Their evidence includes scientific analy
ses of the alleged 'gas chambers' at the 
so-called 'death camps' such as 
Auschwitz by competent and authorita
tive figures like Fred Leuchter, Gennar 
Rudolf, Walter Luftl and the scientists 
of the Auschwitz State Museum itself 
the analysis by American John Ball of 
aerial photographs of these camps taken 
during the critical years by Allied forces; 
and a host of essays on associated mat
ters by men such as Paul Rassinier 
Robert Faurisson, Roger Garaudy, Serg~ 
Thion and Henri Roque (France), 
Wilhelm Staglich, Ernst Notle and Thier 
Christopherson (Germany), Jurgen 
Graf(Switzerland), Carlo Mattogni 
(Italy), and Arthur Butz, Charles 
E. Weber and Hans Schmidt (USA). 

It is impossible to write such a large 
group of able researchers off as though 
they are Flat Earth addicts or Conan 
Doyle fairy fans. 

Secondly, there is in place, in various 
forms, a legislative apparatus in a 
number of countries, such as France, 
Switzerland, Canada, Austria and Ger
many, which is designed to stifle dissent 
in this context by revisionists. The con-
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tinued imprisonment in Germany of philosophies is fundamentally anti- Gerard Henderson appeared in The Age 
Gunther Deckert, the gaoling of Jurgen thetical to the free society, being an in- on 27 April I 999. This article was well-
Graf in Switzerland, the extraordinary evitable first step to any kind of tyranny documented and skilfully written to di-
epic of harassment of Ernst Zundel in as well as~ danger to the_unfettered ex- minish any sympathy a reader migl~t 
Canada and the fining of Robert change of ideas upon which human ad- have with Dr Toben. Henderson studi-
Faurisson and Roger Garaudy in France vancement depends. ously ignored the essential issue of 
are notable examples of an epidemic of whether or not it is just to proscribe dis-
intellectual suppression which is on the As well, the Gennan law under which sident views of the Holocaust Glibly pro-
way to becoming one of the great cul- Dr Toben was arrested and convicted is nouncing that Dr Toben deserved "a fair 
tura1 scandals ofEuropeari history - like a fundamental violation of equitable jus- hearing", Henderson entirely avoided 
the Inquisition and the witch hunts. tice, masquerading under euphemistic analysing whether such is possible un

Graf I met personally at the revisionists' 
symposium organised in Adelaide in July 
1998 by Dr. Tohen. He is a 
highly-gifted intellectual, a 
forceful speaker who can 
read in eighteen languages; 
and his speech on the 
Majdanek 'death camp' ap
peared to be a definitive re
jection of genocide claims. 
It is an outrage that a man 
of this calibre should be in 
prison purely because the 
State has decided to pro
scribe certain opinions on 
historical events. 

Looked at worldwide, the 
picture seems to be that a 
wartime propaganda myth 
has been transformed dur
ing the past two decades into 
a quasi-religious cult which 
is not allowed to be ques
tioned by the normal public 
procedure or debate. 

A failure to challenge this 
situation by Australian 
intellectuals now will set a 
precedent of inaction which 
is likely to facilitate the im-
position of similar repressive legislation 
upon us in the not-too-distant future. Dr. 
Toben 's arrest, like that of US citizens 
Hans Schmidt in Germany in 1995 and 
that of Argentinian General Augusto 
Pinochet in Britain more recently, also 
raises fears that the promotion of inter
national law is menacing liberties which 
we have previously taken for granted, by 
detaching from us the protection of our 
own state and people. 

In any case, the censorship of dissident 
views of historical events and political 

terminology, which should be firmly op- der German legislation and current le-
posed. It needs to be remembered, too, gal practice, under which, as David 
that the bona fldes of the current Ger- Irving and others have found, all kinds 

Dr. Fred Tohen in Adelaule, 1997 

man state itself are not free from ques
tion, since the present constitution was 
imposed by Germany's enemies at the 
end of a war and has never been endorsed 
by free vote of an informed German pub
lic. 
At tl1e time of writing, the Melbourne 
newspapers have not given lhis issue the 
prominence it should have received. And, 
apart from Dr Toben 's political allies, few 
intellectuals have criticised the arrest and 
conviction. A disingenuous article, 
"When Holocaust revisionist seeks mar
tyrdom", by pro-Zionist propagandist 

of relevant evidence are sim
ply not allowed to be put. 

Henderson attempted to link 
the completely legitimate aca
demic endeavours of Holo
caust revisionists with "the 
emergence of the extreme 

'right", "the lunar right", 
(Henderson's own mindless 
insult-tenn for a whole corpus 
of right-wing political opin
ion) and Adolf Hitler's Mein 
Kampf 

Henderson's loyalties were 
made obvious by his attempt 
to assert away into nothing
ness the well-known extensive 
presence of Jewish influence 

, in the Bolshevik capture of 
Russia in 19 I 7. He concluded 
by trying to bluster the useful 
phrase "political correctness" 
off stage. 

In The Australian (letters, 10 
April 1999) Daniel Feiler, re
search officer for the NSW 
Jewish Board of Deputies, 

made the utterly false and defamatory 
statement that Dr Toben 's work "has 
never exhibited any form of tact, con
sideration or intellectual responsibility." 

Feiler 's letter was typical of intransigence 
and even impudence shown by Jewish 
groups and spokespersons when perfectly 
legitimate criticisms are made in public 
ofinappropriate attacks on the principles 
of free speech on contexts affecting Jew
ish interests. Feiler used the damning 
phrase "Holocaust denial" to mask the 
fact that Dr Toben does not deny the 
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whole but rather supports criticism and lish anything by a supporter ofDr. Toben Fear of Jewish displeasure is no doubt 
revision of current models of that event, in its letters columns. one reason for the rejection of space in 
which is a quite reasonable position to public forums, but another is the charac-
tal<e. Next I sent letters to The Sunday Age and teristic reluctance of adult human beings 

Feiler showed over-sensitivity and spe
cial pleading of a most anti-intellectual 
kind in attempting to pretend that such 
research and writing "is neither history 
nor historical revisionism but blatant 
anti-Semitism". Jews and tl1e Jews gen
erally ought to stop pretending to some 
quasi-divine exemption from public criti
cism of their public activities. 

These remarks are not made gratuitously. 
The public record in Australia shows 
ample evidence to warrant such com
ments. For two or tluee decades most of 
our intellectual leaders have "walked on 
t11e ot11er side of the road" rather titan 
confront the antisocial aspects of Jewish 
political campaigns. Regardless of his 
foolishness, Dr. Toben has now become 
"tl1e man who was waylaid and beaten 
by tllieves on tl1e road to Jericho." 

He has also placed us in a position where 
to defend his right to free speech as an 
individual is also to defend our own right 
to that freedom as a people. 

This task is not going to be easy to ac
complish. When the news of Dr. Toben 's 
arrest first broke, I predicted to myself 
t11at the Establislunent would allow it a 
small amount of publicity and tllen bury 
it. Such appears to have already occurred. 

As soon as his arrest had been confinned 
and I could find time to do so, I wrote 
letters defending llis right to free speech 
to the tluee daily newspapers I read, The 
Age, The A ustra/ian and t11e Herald Sun. 
Only The Australian published my views 
(slightly shortened). 

Rapidly The Australian published Mr. 
Feiler 's response to my letter (from 
which I quoted above), but has declined 
to allow me (or John Bennett of the Aus
tralian Civil Liberties Union) space to 
reply to him. 

The Herald Sun later published a letter 
defending Dr. Toben by his Adelaide In
stitute deputy, Geoff Muirden. The Age 
has been very reluctant, it seems, to pub-

the Sunday Herald Sun. The Sunday Age to seriously question a major part of the 
published my letter; tl1e Sunday Herald worldview they have come to hold and 
Sun also published my letter, but cut out thus have become attached to. Even 
the last paragraph relating my remarks highly-intelligent people are often una
to Dr. Toben! Subsequently The Sunday ware how much their perspective has 
Age published a reply by Jewish writer, been conditioned by decades of propa-
Dr. Philip Mendes. ganda tluough the mass media. 

Witl1 the utmost courtesy I approached 
The Age, the Herald Sun and News 
Weekly (magazine oftl1e National Civic 
Council), to see if tlley would publish an 
article by me sympat11etic to Dr Toben 
and free speech. The Age and News 
Weekly showed irutial interest but re

jected my submissions. The Herald Sun 
showed no interest. 

I give tl1ese details for t11e record, and to 
show how difficult it is to get considera
tion shown for significantly unpopular 
dissident views. It is easy to publish in 
t11e journals of what the media stigma
tise as "t11e extreme right", but extraor
dinarily difficult to carry t11e case to tlle 
attenion oftlle larger audiences of main
stream publications - yet is is exactly 
t11ey whom we need to reach. 

Nevertheless, it seems crystal clear to me, 
as I have said in a letter sent on 2 May 
1999 to TheAus/ralian: "If it does not 
matter t11at an Australian citizen is ar
rested and gaoled in Germany for ex
pressing a dissident view of the Holo
caust, then it does not matter if in t11e 
future Australians receive t11e same treat
ment witllin Australia, once appropriate 
legislation has been enacted. And, if that 
does not matter, t11en it does not matter 
if, later on, Australians are arrested and 
gaoled for expressing dissident views of 
other historical and political scenarios 
which tlle State has declared to be be
yond criticism." 

We must continue, strengthened by faith 
in t11e power of truth, to try to bring this 
simple message before our countrymen. 

of,;fc** 

(Jive us, Lord, a bit o' sun 
.A bit o' work and a bit o' fun. 

(Jive us in all the stru8$fe 
and sputter 

Our dail.y bread a bit o' butter. 
(]Jve us health our keep to make 

.And a bit to spsre for 
other's sake. 

(Jive us, too, a bit of a song 
.And a tale and a book 

to help us along. 
(Jive us, Lord, a chance to be 

Our goodl.y best, brave, 
wise and free -

Our goodl.y best for ourselves 
and others 

Tlll all men Jesrn to live 
as brothers. 
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If those who are loyal to the Australian Constitutional Monarchy thought there would be 'peace' after the re
sounding defeat of the republican cause on November 6th, then they were wrong. The very day after the over
whelming rejection of the 'politicians' republic referendum', one Melbourne newspaper, the "Sunday Herald 
Sun", made a vicious attack upon Prince Charles. It is important that the Prince speaks for himself, therefore, 
we have great pleasure in presenting the text of his speech to an Islamic Society at Wilton Park in West Sussex, 
U.K.: 

Islamic civilisation at its best, like 
many of the religions of the East -
Judaism,Hinduism, Jainism and 

Buddhism - has an important message 
for the West in the way it has retained an 
integrated and integral view of the sanc
tity of the world around us. •Science 
has been valuable in unveiling a world 
much more complex than we ever imag
ined, but we should not assume it can 
explain everything. The separation of 
science and technology from ethical, 
moral and sacred considerations have led 
to horrifying results: genetic manipula
tion; BSE. • The gulf between the 
worlds oflslam and the other major East
ern religions, and the West, may continue 
to widen unless we can explore together 
practical ways of integrating the sacred 
and the secular in both our cultures. 
• Medicine, the environment, architec
ture and urban planning would all ben
efit from integrated thinking on mate
rial and spiritual levels. 

I am particularly pleased to help celebrate 
50 years of Wilton Park's existence. It 
has become an important and interna
tionally respected institution for the study 
of international issues. I am sure that 
some of its reputation comes from its 
position in the lee of the South Downs. 
A wonderful place for reviving the spirit 
and inducing a sense of calm and quiet 
contemplation. Not at all surprised that 
people should therefore want to come to 
Wilton Park to try to analyse and solve 
some of the world's more difficult prob
lems. I wish the Centre all possible suc
cess for its next 50 years. 

I hesitated a long time before suggesting 
that it might be worth trying to use this 
occasion to hold a seminar on a Sense of 
the Sacred and its relevance lo the prob
lem of understanding between the Is
lamic and Western worlds. I am only too 
aware that this is not a typical or, for 
some people, an easy or comfortable way 

·•· ,., ................................................................. . 

of looking at what is often seen as in
tensely practical issues. But I am en
couraged by the fact that, whenever I 
have summoned up my courage to speak 
about this subject in the past - even to 
groups of hardheaded, practical people 
like international financiers or property 
developers, it seems always to have 
struck an extraordinary chord, and cap
tured a remarkable degree of attention. 
My belief is that in each one of us there 
is a distant echo of the sense of the sa
cred, but that the majority of us are terri
fied to admit its existence for fear of ridi
cule and abuse. This fear of ridicule, 
even to the extent of mentioning the 
name of God, is a classic indication of 
the loss of meaning in so-called Western 
civilisation. 
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I start from the belief that Islamic civi
lisation at its best, like many of the re
ligions of the East - Judaism, Hindu
ism, Jainism and Buddhism - has an 
important message for the West in the 
way it has retained a more integrated 
and integral view of the sanctity of the 
world around us. I feel that we in the 
West could be helped to rediscover 
those roots of our own understanding 
by an appreciation of the Islamic tra
dition's deep respect for the timeless 
traditions of the natural order. I be
lieve that process could help in the task 
of bringing our two faiths closer to
gether. It could also help us in the West 
to rethink, and for the better, our prac
tical stewardship of man and his envi
ronment - in fields like healthcare, the 
natural environment and agriculture, 
as well as in architecture and urban 
planning. I want vel)' briefly to explain 
why this might be so. 

Modem materialism in my humble 
opinion is unbalanced and increasingly 
damaging in its long-term con
sequences. Yet nearly all the great re
ligions of the world have held an inte
gral view of the sanctity of the world. 
The Christian message with, for exam
ple, its deeply mystical and symbolic 
doctrine of the Incarnation, has been 
traditionally a message of the unity of 
the worlds of spirit and matter, and of 
God's manifestation in this world and 
in mankind. But during the last three 
centuries, in the Western world at least 
a dangerous division has come into be~ 
ing in the way we perceive the world 



sacred cows blocking the path... Some 
scientists are slowly coming to realise the 
awe-inspiring complexity and mystery of 
the universe. But there remains a need 
to rediscova the bridge between what the 
great faiths of the world have recognised 
as our inner and our outer worlds, our 
physical and our spiritual nature. That 

essential innocence has been destroyed, 
and destroyed everywhere, I neverthel~ 
believe that the survival of civilised val
ues, as we have inherited them from our 
ancestors, depends on the corresponding 
swvival in our hearts of that profound 
sense of the sacred and the spiritual. 

around us. Science has tried to assume 
a monopoly - even a tyranny - over our 
understanding. Religion and science 
have become separated, with the result, 
as William Wordsworth said, "Little we 
see in nature that is ours". Science has 
attempted to take over the natural world 
from God, with the result that it has frag
mented the cosmos and relegated the sa
cred to a separate, and secondary, com
partment of our understanding, divorced 
from the practical day-to-day existence. 

bridge is the exp~on of Traditional religions, with 
our hwnanity. It fulfils this _:: • . ·.=· : ... , :.,. _ their integral view of the uni-
role through the medium . • = • .- ;_~ -~ verse, can help us in an im-
of traditional knowledge :_::·;'.}l.1/!'~'. f:x ~ ~rtant way to ~scover ~e 
and art, which have civi- . -.. • • _ -:I:..;. importance of the mtegration 
lised mankind and without __ :: • .-• :. : : J.' ,,i r··: of the_ secular and_ the sacred -We are only now beginning to gauge the 

disastrous results of this outlook. We in 
the Western world seem to have lost a 
sense of the wholeness of our environ
ment, and of our immense and inalien
able responsibility to the whole of crea
tion. This has led to an increasing fail
ure to appreciate or understand tradition, 
and the wisdom of our forebears, accu
mulated over the centuries. Indeed, tra
dition is positively discriminated against 
- as if it was some socially unacceptable 
disease. 

which civilisation could C}:y.f '~s) I tried h :·:re·:" ··:~ ·:: ~ to~mmyspeec 
not long be maintained. tL. _ -~ -~•-;.': m Oxford m 1993 on Islam 
After centuries of neglect ~;1,,:::4~:~<:'.;:;/ .. ~i~{ and the West. The danger of 
and cynicism the transcen- • ... , •••••• • ... 1gnonng this essential aspect of our ex-
dental wisdom of the great religious tra- istence is not just spiritual or intellec
ditions, including the Judaeo-Christian tual. It also lies at the heart of that great 
and the Islamic, and the metaphysics of divide between the Islamic and Western 
the Platonic tradition which was such an worlds over the place of materialism in 
important inspiration for Western philo- our lives. In those instances where Is
sophical and spiritual ideas is finally be- lam chooses to reject Western material
ing rediscovered. ism, this is not, in my view, only a politi

I have always felt that tradition is not a 
In my view, a more holistic approach is man-made element in our lives, but a 
needed in our contemporary world. Sci- God-given intuition of natural rhythms, 
ence has done the inestimable service of of the fundamental harmony which 
showing us a world much more complex emerges from the union of those para
than we ever imagined. But in its mod- doxical opposites which exist in eveiy as
ern, materialist, one-dimensional foan pect of nature. Tradition reflects the 
it cannot explain everything. God is not timeless order of the cosmos, and an
merely the ultimate Newtonian math- chors us into an awareness of the great 
ematician or the mechanistic clockmaker. mysteries of the universe so that, as Blake 
Francis Bacon said that God will not pro- put it, we can see the whole universe in 
duce miracles to convince those who can- an atom and eternity in a moment That 
not see the miracle of a growing blade of is why I believe Man is so much more 
grass or failing rain. As science and than just a biological phenomenon rest
technology have become increasingly ing on what we now seem to define as 
separated from ethical, moral "the bottom line" of the great 
and sacred considerations, so .,;::-;~> ;~ balance sheet of life, according 

r~~,r~~~ to which art and culture ".lire seen have the implications of such • ✓-~l' ~)< IJ~ ~· 
3 Separation become more SOm• r .; ;~, l,__ • i increasingly as Optional extras in • 
bre and horrifying - as we see, ~ f •---....... -..,,..,,...,, ~ life. This view is so contrary, for 
for example, in genetic ma- -~·t;-; l'l example, to the outlook of the 
nipulation, or in the conse- ~ ... ;~ Muslim craftsman or artist, 
quences of the kind of (scientific) arro- which was never concerned with display 
gance so blatant in the scandal of BSE. for its own sake, nor with progressing 

I believe there is a growing sense of the 
danger of these materialist preswnptions 
in our increasingly alienated and dissat
isfied world. Some may say that the tide 
is, perhaps, beginning to tum, but I fear 
there are still large herds of conventional 

ever forward in his own ingenuity, but 
was content to submit a man's craft to 
God. That outlook reflects, I believe, the 
memorable passage in the Qur'an, 
"withersoever you turn there is the face 
of God and God is all embracing, all 
knowing". While appreciating that this 
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cal affectation or the result of envy or a 
sense of inferiority. Quite the opposite. 
And the danger that the gulf between the 
worlds oflslam and the other major East
ern religions on the one hand, and the 
West on the other, will grow ever wider 
and more unbridgeable is real, unless we 
can explore together practical ways of in
tegrating the sacred and the secular in 
both our cultures in order to provide a 
true inspiration for the next centwy. 

This rediscovery of an integrated view 
of the sacred could also help us in areas 
of important practical activity. In Medi
cine, whatever some scientists might say, 
the rupture between religion and science, 
between the material world and a sense 
of the sacred, has too often led to a 
blinkered approach to healthcare, and to 
a failure to widerstand the wholeness and 
the manifest mystery of the healing proc
ess. Hospitals need to be conceived and, 
above all, designed to reflect the whole
ness of healing if they are to help the 
process of recovery in a more complete 
way. Modem medicine remains too of
ten a one-dimensional approach to ill
ness which, however, sophisticated and 
miraculous in some of its achievements, 
cannot of itself understand more than a 
fraction of what there is to know, and 



can still be enriched and enlightened by 
more traditional approaches. There are, 
I am glad to say, beacons of light seek
ing to integrate the modem and tradi
tional approaches which I have come 
across over the years, such as the 
Mmylebone Health Centre in London or 
the Bristol Cancer Help Centre. 

Our Environment has suffered beyond 
our worst nightmares, in part because 
of a one-sided approach to economic de
velopment which, until very recently, 
failed to take account of the interrelat
edness of creation. Little thought was 
given to the importance of finding that 
sustainable balance which worked 
within the grain of nature and under
stood the vital necessity of setting and 
respecting limits. This, for example, is 
why protection of our environ-
ment is a relatively recent con
cern; and why organic and sus
tainable farming are so important 
if we are to use the land in a way 
which will safeguard its ability 
to nourish future generations. 

A third area in which this separation of 
the material and spiritual has had dra
matic consequences is Architecture. I 
believe this separation lies at the heart 
of the failure of so much modem archi
tecture to understand the essential spir
itual quality and the traditional princi
ples that reflect a cosmic hannony, from 
which come buildings with which peo
ple feel comfortable and in which they 
want to five. That is why I started my 
own small Institute of Architecture some 
five years ago. Titus Buckhardt wrote: 
"It is the nature of art to rejoice the soul, 
but not every art possesses a spiritual 
dimension,,. We see this spirituality in 
traditional Christian architecture which 
incidentally was also inspired by a far 
more profound symbolic awareness than 
could ever be imagined by those who 
categorise such architecture as a ques
tion of mere style. This spiritual dimen
sion also infuses the intricate geometric 
and arabesque patterns of Islamic art and 
architecture, which are ultimately a 
manifestation of divine Unity, which in 
turn is the central message of the 
Qur'an. The Prophet Mohammed him
self is believed to have said: "God is 

beautiful and He loves beauty". 

Look also at wban planning. The great 
historian, lbn Khaldun, understood that 
the intimate relationship between city life 
and spiritual tranquility was an essen
tial basis for civilisation. Can we ever 
again return to such harmony in our cit
ies? As civilisations decay, so do the 
crafts, as lbn Khaldun again wrote. 

All these principles come down in the 
end to a battle for preserving sacred val
ues. It is a battle to restore an under
standing of the spiritual integrity of our 
lives, and for reintegrating what the mo
dem world has fragmented. Islamic cul
ture in its traditional form has striven to 
preserve this integrated spiritual view of 
the world in a way we have not seen fit 
to do in recent generations in the West. 

There is much we can share 
with that Islamic world view in 
this respect, and much in that 
world view which can help us 
to understand the shared and 
timeless elements in our two 
faiths. In that common endeav

our both our modem societies, Islamic 
and Western, can learn afresh the tradi
tional views of life common to our reli
gions, as well as the sacred responsibili
ties we have for the care and steward
ship for the world around us. 

In my Oxford speech in 1993 I argued 
for a much greater effort to be made to 
encourage understanding between the 
Islamic and Western worlds. My firm 
belief in the importance of that process 
has not changed. The harm that will be 
done to both cultures if ignorance and 
prejudice persist - or grow - will be in
calculable. There are many ways in 
which this understanding and apprecia
tion can be built. But even if we begin 
with a simple understanding of the sa
cred, which permeates every aspect of our 
world, there is the potential for establish
ing new and valuable links between Is
lamic civilisation and the West. Perhaps, 
for instance, we could begin by having 
more Muslim teachers in British schools, 
or by encouraging exchanges of teach
ers. Everywhere in the world people are 
seemingly wanting to learn English. But 
in the West, in tum, we need to be taught 
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by Islamic teachers how to learn once 
again with our hearts, as well as our 
heads ... The approaching Millennium 
may be the ideal catalyst for helping to 
explore and stimulate these links, and 1 
hope we shall not ignore the opportu
nity this gives us to rediscover the spir
itual underpinning of our entire exist
ence. For myself, I am convinced that 
we cannot afford, for the health and 
sustainability of a civilised existence, any 
longer to ignore these timeless features 
of our world. A sense of the sacred~ 
I believe help provide the basis for de
veloping a new relationship of under
standing which can only enhance the re
lations between our two faiths - and in
deed between all faiths - for the benefit 
of our children and future generations. 

A paper presented at The Wilton Park 
Seminar, Wilton Park, West Sussex, De
cember 13, 1996.-

NATI0NAU1Y 

I have grown past hate and 
bitterness. 

I see the world as one; 
But though I can no longer hate, 
My son is still my son. 

All men at God's round table sit, 
And all men must be fed; 
But this loaf in my hand, 
This loaf is my son's bread. 

by Mary Gilmore 



Most people were married in 
June because they took their 
yearly bath in May and were 

still smelling pretty good by June. 
However, they were starting to smell, 
so brides carried a bouquet of flowers 
to hide the body odour. 

Batlis equalled a big tub filled with hot 
water. The man of the house had the 
privilege of the nice clean water, then 
all the other sons and men, then the 
women, and finally the children. Last 
of all, the babies. By then, 
the water was so dirty one 
could actually lose some
one in it. Hence the say
ing, "Don't throw the baby 
out with the bath water". 

Houses had thatched roofs. 
Thick straw, piled high, 
with no wood underneath. 
It was the only place for 
animals to get warm so all 
the pets - dogs, cats - and 
other small animals like 
mice, rats and bugs lived 
in the roof. When it 
rained, it became slippery 
and sometimes the ani-
mals would slip and fall off the roof. 
Hence the saying, "It's raining cats and 
dogs". 

There was nothing to stop them from 
falling into the house. This posed a 
real problem in the bedroom where 
bugs and other droppings could really 
mess up one's nice clean bed. So they 
found, if they made beds with big posts 
and hung a sheet over the top, it ad
dressed that problem. Hence, those 
beautiful big four-poster beds with 
canopies. 

The floor was dirt. Only the wealthy 
had something other than dirt, hence 
the saying, "dirt poor". The wealthy 
had slate floors which would get slip
pery in the winter when wet. So they 
spread thresh on the floor to help keep 

their footing. As the winter wore on, 
they kept adding more thresh until, 
when one opened the door, it would 
all start slipping outside. A piece of 
wood was placed at the entry-way, 
hence a "thresh-hold". 

Cooking was done in the kitchen in a 
big kettle that always hung over the 
fire. Every day the fire was lit and 
things were added to the pot. Vegeta
bles were the main fare, rarely meat. 
One ate the stew for dinner, leaving 

Bringing home t/ie bacon ... 

leftovers in the pot to become cold 
overnight, then starting over again the 
next day. Sometimes the stew had food 
in it that had been there for a 
month. Hence the rhyme, "Pease por
ridge hot, pease porridge cold, pease 
porridge in the pot nine days old.' 

Sometimes pork could be obtained; 
this was a very special event. When 
company came over, one would bring 
out some bacon and hang it to show 
off. It was a sign of wealth and clearly 
showed that a man could really "bring 
home the bacon'. A little would be 
cut off to share with guests who would 
all sit around and "chew the fat'. 

Those with money had plates of pew
ter. Food with a high acid content 
caused some lead to leach into the 
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food. This happened most often with 
tomatoes, so tomatoes ceased to be part 
of the dietary intake for 400 years. 

Bread was divided according to one's 
status. Workers were given the burnt 
bottom of the loaf, the family shared 
the middle, and the guest was given 
the top, or the "upper crust". 

Lead cups were used to drink ale or 
whiskey. That combination would 
sometimes knock them out for a cou-

ple of days. Someone 
walking along the 
road would take them 
for dead and prepare 
them for burial. They 
were laid out on the 
kitchen table for a 
couple of days and the 
family would gather 
around and eat and 
drink, and wait to see 
if they would wake up. 
Hence the custom of 
holding a "wake". 

England is old and 
small, so places to 
bury people were in 

short supply. Coffins were dug up and 
the bones therein were taken to a house 
so that the grave could be re-used. In 
reopening these coffins, one in twenty
five coffins were found to have scratch 
marks on the inside, and it was real
ised that people had been buried alive. 
It became the custom to tie a string on 
the wrist of the body, lead it through 
the coffin, up through the ground, and 
tie it to a bell. Someone would have 
to sit in the graveyard all night to lis
ten for the bell. Hence, on the "grave
yard shift" one would know that some
one was "saved by the bell" or that he 
was a "dead ringer". 

Source: View from the Hill (Newsletter, 
O'Hallo.-an Hill. S.A. July 1999) 



A. StoRY fOR A.(( Seasons 

361J. days of the yea-R 
by (;rusc(da CochRanc-Shanks 

"God rest you merry gentlemen, let nothing you dismay" 

" ... And do let us see to it that on one 
day of the year, at least, we manage to 
make everybody happy!" 
The Rev.H.M.Chilham, Bishop of 
Filchester, folded the neat notes his sec
retary had typed for the sermon to be 
given in the Cathedral on the Sunday 
before Christmas. 

Chilham gave a sigh of satisfaction and 
settled himself more comfortably in his 
wing-backed armchair to wait for Jepson 
- Jepson who came over to play chess 
with him every Saturday evening after 
dinner. The Bishop gazed happily into 
the glowing fire and thought how snug 
it was in his study and how cold it must 
be outside in contrast. The frosty weather 
made the fire burn well and crackle 
cheerily. There was one large piece of 
coal that looked as if it would topple over 
at any moment Perhaps he ought to poke 
it back a bit. No, couldn't be bothered .. 

"God rest you merry gentlemen, let 
nothing you dismay," 

Sweet and clear the words of the old carol 
rang out suddenly on the still night air. 
"For Jesus Christ, our Saviour, was 
born upon this day. " 

Never before had the Bishop heard 
carol singers with voices of such inef
fable beauty. They might have been an
gels calling him out. He really must give 
the boys half-a-crown. Such splendid 
singing should be encouraged. Chilham 
rose and went to the door. What! Not a 
trace? All he could see was the snow 
falling steadily, but not a sign of the sing
ers remained, not even a footprint in the 

snow. The Bishop could, however, hear 
something else - the bells of Filchester 
Cathedral ringing out through the oth
erwise silent night. 

Good gracious! It must be Sunday 
evening and time for the Bishop to de
liver his sermon. Fortunately he was 
dressed in his vestments, and, clutching 
his notes, he hurried to the Cathedral. 
As he swept through the empty streets 
he noticed one curious thing; instead of 
walking he was being borne along in the 
air with his feet a few inches above 
ground, his robes fluttering with the 
swiftness of his motion, To make sure of 
th.is the Bishop looked back the way he 
had come, and, sure enough, not a foot
print was to be seen in the snow. This is 
the way a Bishop should always proceed, 
thought Chilham, much more dignified 
than walking. 

Not a soul did the Bishop meet as he 
passed througfl the narrow over-crowded 
streets of Filchester, 
but as he turned the 
corner the bells 
sounded louder and 
Chilham thought he 
had never heard them 
ring before in such 
harmony or variety. 
They might have been 
the bells of Heaven it-
self. 

At last the Bishop 
reached the rich pile of 
the Cathedral which 
rose above the mean 
streets. A door opened 
by some unseen agency 
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and the Bishop swept in and floated up 
the winding stair to t11e eminence which 
was t11e pulpit. 

Looking down, the Bishop got a shock. 
The Cathedral was crowded. Crowded 
out in fact, with people standing at the 
back and hanging precariously on to the 
pillars. And such people! Well, they cer
tainly weren't all church-goers, for some 
of them looked as if they had never been 
in a church before, and apparently they 
didn't know how to behave once they 
were there. Some of them were down
and-out tramps sleeping with t11eir heads 
resting on tl1eir folded arms and their 
arms on t11e pew in front of them. There 
were painted and bejewelled women, 
there were cynical men of the world and 
nearly everyone was talking, lau~lling 
or quarrelling, smoking or waving to 
friends. The motley crowd stretched out 
and back to the confines of the building, 
tl1e end of which was lost in mist, and it 
seen;ed to Ch.ilham as if all humanity 
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was stretched out before him, all wait
ing to hear what he had to say. 

However, the choir boys were just the 
same, neatly ranged in their purple and 
white vestments. It cheered the Bishop 
to see them and gave him a sense of se
curity. He clutched the lectern, and that 
also gave him a sense of security, for now 
he felt an almost irresistible desire to 
keep on floating, and he felt that unless 
he held on to something he would sail 
about all over the place. He would like 
to fly up among the arches of the cathe
dral and see what the carving was like 
near at hand and also what the rest of 
the building looked like from a height, 
but, of course, that was a tendency that 
must be resisted. 

"Let us pray," said the Bishop. "Our 
Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed 
be Thy Name," ... 

A sudden hush fell on the people, the 
laughter and conversation and argument 
died away. Chilham was pleased to see 
that his sonorous voice had impressed 
them. 

"Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be 
done on Earth as it is in Heaven." 
As he said these words, Chilham felt 
something rushing past him as if some
one had opened a door and a soft south
west wind was blowing over him. Look
ing up he was surprised to see that in 
place of his seemly choir boys there were 
now bright beings who radiated an aura 
of glory and strength. They may, of 
course, have been hwnan beings, but they 
were too beautiful, too straight, too wise, 
and too happy to be men. The nearest 
thing Chilham had seen to them were 
the Greeks on the Parthenon friezes, but 
every one knew there were no men left 
like that - not nowadays. 

Looking further the Bishop was still 
more dismayed. For along the length of 
the aisles, in every passage and every 
space, even right up by the altar itself, 
there were tables spread and laden with 
food as if for a great feast. Indeed, 
thought Chilham, it is a display which 
would not disgrace a City guild. And the 
Bishop could judge these things- he had 
been to City banquets. 

Instead of the coarse ware and plated 
spoons one usually associates with 
church teas, there was sparkling silver, 
scintillating glass and etystal, exquisite 
flowers, and fine china. And the food! 
There was real turtle soup. There was 
not only meat, there was game. There 
was not only fish, there were cunning 
savoury sauces. There were not only 
sweets, there were rare and succulent 
tropic fruits. There was every kind of 
drink- milk, liqueurs, beverages, wines, 
fruit juices, spirits. 

The Bishop considered himself some
thing of a connoisseur, but not even in 
his wildest dreams had he ever imagined 
such a spread as this. Here was no Sun
day School Treat with grudging buns. 
This was no 'Social' for tired working 
women, with cheap tea. Here was the 
heaped-up abundance of God Himself. 

Anything more W1Suitable in God's 
house, thought the Bishop, it would be 
hard to imagine. However, having begun 
the service he must continue. "Give us 
this day our daily bread." There was a 
scufiling noise and, as if they had only 
been waiting for the signal, the congre
gation rose as one man and made for the 
tables, where they sat themselves down 
and started eating heartily. They gobbled 
the food greedily as if they were fam
ished, or savoured it slowly and with rel
ish, according to their circumstances in 
life. 

The Bishop rose in dignity and in dis
gust. It was manifestly impossible to con
tinue praying. He had not meant the 
people to take his words so literally, but 
as they were not church-goers it was not, 
after all, surprising. "I should like to 
know who is paying for all this," 
Chilham 's voice boomed out The Bishop 
had not meant to blurt it all out quite 
like that, but anyhow that was what he 
was thinking. 

None of the people feasting paid the 
slightest attention, but one of the Beings 
came forward. "Do not worry," it said. 
"It is the Gift of God." That was not quite 
what the Bishop had meant, of course, 
but he thought it best not to argue at that 
moment. 
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However, one of the Beings came to 
him and said, "Will you not take your 
place at the feast? And, looking down, 
the Bishop saw that surprisingly enough 
there was actually one seat left vacant. 
And now Chilham was sorely tempted. 
He would dearly have liked to float down 
and join the merry-makers, who by this 
time were not only eating, but toasting 
each other, throwing flowers at each 
other, and waving to friends across the 
table. 

It was as if some Great and Beloved 
Personage had arranged a huge Birth
day Party for all mankind, and the Great 
Personage had been called away and was 
not able to attend personally, but it was 
his wish that the festivities should go on. 
So the guests, unable to make the Be
loved One happy, concentrated on mak
ing each other happy, knowing that in 
this way they would best please their 
Host. 

But the Bishop, pondering these 
thoughts, took them to be the voice of 
the devil. For there was another voice 
inside him which said, "Of course, you 
mustn't go down. It is most unsuitable. 
Whoever else lowers himself, don't let it 
be you." This the Bishop took to be the 
voice of duty. He turned to the Being, 
who was waiting for an answer. "Er, 
thank you, no." he said. 

Yet, as the Bishop stood there, the pul
pit seemed higher than ever, and he felt 
very lonely as if he were cut off from his 
fellow creatures enjoying themselves be
low, and he began to wonder if, perhaps, 
what he had taken to be the voice of the 
devil, had not, after all, been the voice 
of conscience, and if the voice of duty 
had not been the voice of the devil. 

Chilham was interrupted in these 
thoughts by the people rising from the 
tables. They had apparently had enough 
to eat, though there seemed to be as much 
food left, as there had been when they 
began. But, after all, this wasn't surpris
ing, for as quickly as they had eaten, the 
bright Beings that waited on them 
brought forth more fare from an appar
ently limitless store. 



And now as the Bishop looked he saw 
that the people were waiting to come up 
to the altar; and he saw that in front of 
the altar there rose a gigantic Christmas 
Tree. So huge was it that it seemed as 
high as the roof of the Cathedral, in fact 
higher, for both it and the roof seemed 
to be lost in space, as if they reached right 
up to Heaven. Although there was no 
label on it, Chilham knew instinctively 
that this was the Tree of Life which bore 
on its branches every good and penect 
gift the heart of man could desire. Every 
man woman and child came up to the 
Tree' in turn and asked one of the Beings 
for that which he or she wanted most in 
the world and whatever it might be, it 
was found on the Tree and given to the 
person who had asked for it 

Most of the children asked for a toy, but 
many of the men and women asked for 
money, and, whenever they did, so it was 
given to them. This the Bishop strongly 
disapproved. It was one thing to give a 
poor child a toy, or an unemployed man 
hot tea and bread and dripping; it was 
quite another to give people money for 
nothing. That would only encourage 
sloth and wasn't proper charity. 

In an incredibly short time, however, all 
the people had received their gifts and 
returned to their pews, though the Tree 
seemed as much weighed down as ever 
with lovely presents. One of the Beings 
turned to the pulpit. "And what would 

you like?" it said. "I am the Bishop," he 
replied. ''That makes no difference," said 
the Being, "there is plenty for all." 

After all, thought the Bishop, these 
are no ordinary Beings, and this is no 
ordinary charity scheme, so perhaps there 
might not be any harm in asking. In any 
case while it would not be suitable for a 
Bishop to ask for something for himself, 
there could be no harm in asking for 
something for others, so he turned to the 
Being. 

"Well, since you have so kindly asked 
me," said the Bishop, "there is just one 
thing I would like to have and that is a 
cheque for the Fabric Fund. You may not 
have noticed," he explained, "that the 
walls of this Cathedral are in very great 
need of repair. There is also one of the 
bells which is cracked and rings out of 
tune." 

"But the walls have been restored. 
Look," said the Being, raising its arms; 
and as Chilham looked, sure enough ev
ery crack had disappeared, and even the 
worn stone carvings and figures appeared 
as beautifully sharp and clear cut as if 
they had just been finished yesterday. 
"And the bell, too, is now perfect," said 
the Being. Now the Bishop remembered 
that as he had been coming along how 
clear and melodious the bells had been, 
with never a false note. 

"Is there anything else you would 

THE 

like?" said the Shining One. "That will 
be all thank you," said the Bishop. And 
now, decided Chilham, he really must 
be getting on with his sermon. The 
events of the evening had rather dis
turbed him, but fortunately he had his 
notes with him. 

He looked down and read. "Freely ye 
have received, freely give," he intoned. 
The effect was electrical. The congrega
tion rose as one man and cheered and 
cheered and cheered. "Good old Bishop," 
shouted one man. "Hear, hear," said an
other. Really! Thought Chilham, taken 
aback, it was all very irregular, of course, 
and not the way to behave, but in all the 
time he had been in Holy Orders - how 
many years was it? - he had never been 
so popular before. It was all very grati
fying and would have been more grati
fying, only, as a matter of fact, that was 
not how he had intended to begin at all. 
His notes, like everything else, had been 
changed. He would have to rely on his 
memory. 

"At this time of the year," he said, as 
the cheering died down. "At this time 
of the year, when we try to fill our 
hearts with goodwill towards all and 
hatred towards none - at this time of 
the year, I say, when we have been for
given our sins and should forgive oth
ers, when we have been forgiven our 
debts and should forgive others ... " 

GLOBAL 
TRAP 

This remarkable book explores the 
spread of globalisation and the likely 
consequences for jobs and democracy. 

by Hans-Peter Martin 
& Harald Schumann 

Written by experienced journalists on 
Der Spiegel, it is informed, up-to-date, 
thought-provoking and compelling 
reading. 

$27.00 including postage 
available from 

The Australian Heritage Society 
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Here there was another interruption, 
and a little man at the back got up and 
said: "Wot I should like to know is this, 
if I forgive otl1ers will the landlord for
give me the rent and not distrain on rru!T' 

"If I forgive others," said a cynical 
young man, "will my creditors forgive 
me and not send me to Carey Street?" 

"And if I forgive otllers," said a 
woman, "will the furniture people for
give me tlle instalments and not take 
away the dining-room suite?" 

The Bishop shut his eyes and held up 
his hand in tl1e way he always did when 
he wanted to be emphatic. "All debts 
will be forgiven," he said. If the cheers 
had been loud before, 
they were wild now. 
But it was something 
more than that. 
There was a feeling 
of immense relief as 
if a huge burden had 
fallen off the backs of 
the people, and tl1ere 
was a feeling of 
friendliness which 
had been lacking be
fore. Hitherto the 
people had gatl1ered 
in groups with indi
viduals in their own 
circumstances or 'set'; now they seemed 
to look about them as if they were see
ing something good in humanity at large 
for the first time. 

The Bishop alone was uncomfortable. 
His tongue, like everytlling else had been 
playing strange tricks. He had meant to 
say, "All debts must, of course, be paid." 
However, he reflected, he would be able 
to correct the mistake in next month's 
Diocesan Gazette, so it did not matter 
much. And now he really must concen
trate in getting his sennon right. He 
gripped the lectern and plunged straight 
into it, and tl1is time he got it correct. 
But there were no more cheers. 

The people listened in silence at 
first,but after a bit tl1ey began to mur
mur and then to interrupt. Nothing, how
ever, would deflect Chilham from his 
purpose now, and he swept on, drown
ing all others with his powerful voice, 

until he finally rolled out his concluding 
sentence: "And do let us see tllat on one 
day of tlle year, at least, we manage to 
make everybody happy." 

The little man at the back rose again. 
"I 'ave listened to everythin' wot the 
speaker 'as 'ad to sye" ("Speaker," in
deed! tllought Chilham, as if this were a 
political meeting!), "and wot I should like 
to sye is this, as 'ow tllere don't seem to 
be much 'ope for 'umanity ifwe can only 
make people 'appy on one dye in the year. 
Wot about the other 364 dyes in tl1e year?" 

"Surely there is some way we can 
make the people happy all the year 

round," said the woman. 
"It doesn't seem to me 
that our civilisation is 
worth much," said the 
cynical young man, "if we 
can only make people 
happy for one day in the 
year. "What about trying 
something witl1 the other 
364 days in U1e year?" 

Then all the people 
stood up and began shout
ing, "What about the 
other 364 days in the 
year?" The bells began 

clanging, and Chilham noticed tllat they 
had lost all t11eir sweetness of tone and 
he could hear tlle discordant note of tl1e 
old cracked bell again. As they rang so 
harshly tl1ey seemed to say, "364 days in 
the year; 364 days in the year." Now t11ey 
seemed to be ringing inside tl1e Bishop's 
head, and he, too, heard himself saying, 
"364 days in t11e year; 364 days in the 
year." 

The Bishop clung feverishly to Ute lec
tern for support, but he felt it slipping 
away from him and he had nothing left 
to hold on to. He found he could no longer 
float in the air, but was falling from tl1e 
great height of tl1e pulpit. Falling, fall
ing .... 

"I am afraid I woke you up letting U1e 
fire-irons fall," said Jepson. "I was just 
putting back a piece of coal which had 
fallen out. Been dreaming?" 

"Yes. Why?" said Chilham. 

"Just wondered. You said sometltlng 
about '364 days in the year'. One short -
- surely?" 
"I don't remember. Notltlng of impor

tance, I fancy. I can only remember I was 
preaching to some people, and - well -
they certainly weren't ordinary church
goers." 

"I shouldn't worry," said Jepson, "I 
shouldn't Utlnk tllere is much likelihood 
of that happening." The Bishop sighed ... 

- FINIS -
Taken from "T/re F,g Tree" Dec. 1938. 

POLLY 
WANT A 

CRACKER? 

David received a parrot for his 
birthday. This parrot was fully grown 
with a bad attitude and worse vocabu
lary. Every other word was an exple
tive. Those that weren't expletives 
were, to say the least, rude. David tried 
hard to change the bird's attitude and 
was constantly saying polite words, 
playing soft music, anything he could 
think of to try to set a good example. 
Nothing worked. He yelled at the bird 
and the bird behaved even more badly. 
He shook the bird, and the bird be
came more angry and more rude. Fi
nally, in a moment of desperation, 
David put the parrot in the freezer. For 
a few moments he heard the bird 
squawking, kicking and screaming -
then, suddenly, there was quiet. David 
was frightened he might have hurt the 
bird and quickly opened the freezer 
door. The parrot calmly stepped out 
onto David's extended arm and said, 
"I'm sorry that 1 might have offended 
you with my language aud action and 
I ask your forgiveness. I will endeav
our to correct my behaviour." David 
was astonished at the bird's change in 
attitude and was about to ask what had 
brought about such a dramatic change 
when the parrot continued, "May I ask 
what the chicken did?" 
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BRITISH AUSTRALIANS 
NOW (OFFICIALLY) 
SECOND-CLASS 

CITIZENS 
by Alan Jones 

or adherence to a foreign power. 
The High Court effectively 

1 
ruled that Heather Hill could not as-
sume her elected responsibilities be
cause: 
(a) she had not "renounced" her 

British citizenship, even though 
she was a naturalised Australian, 

acquired American citizenship, and 
then German citizenship at a time 
when Britain and Germany were at 
war, but who was still tried in the 
U.K. after that war for treason. No 
one could have given a clearer in
dication of his desire lo "renounce" 
British citizenship. The British 
Government hanged him anyway. 

C bief Justice Murray 
Gleeson & Justices Bill 
Gummow, Keo Bayne & 

Mary Gaudroo. 
These are the four judges of the 

High Court of Australia who ruled, 
on 23rd June 1999, that Britain is a 
"foreign power". (The remaining 
three judges dissented, arguing that 
the High Court had no right to ad
dress the issue in question.) 

For those who may have missed it, 
the issue was the election of a 
Queensland senator, Heather Hill, a 
British migrant. She had taken up 
Australian citizenship, but had 
failed to "renounce" her British citi
zenship. 

An Asian migrant, Chuck Hong, 
had complained that by not renounc
ing her original citizenship, the 
senator-elect failed lo comply with 
Section 44 of the Australian Consli-
tution. 

Section 44 excludes certain people 
from representing us in Parliament. 
They cannot be undischarged bank
rupts or insolvent. They cannot 
have been attainted of treason, or 
convicted and subject to sentence 
for an offence carrying a jail sen
tence of at least one year. They can
not be under allegiance, obedience 

and 
(b) Britain had been a "foreign 

power" since al least 1986, when 
the Australia Acts were passed. 

At a single stroke the High 
Court ruling officially made second
class citizens of over one million 
British-born residents of Australia. 

Other migrants are also affected. 
Some countries, such as Greece, do 
not allow renunciation of citizenship 
under any circumstances - even by 
children born here of Australian/ 
Greek parents. It has been estimated 
in the print media that up to five 
million Australian residents may be 
barred from public office as a result 
of this ruling. 

What does this mean for British 
migrants who are residents of Aus
tralia? 

First, it means that even if we have 
taken up Australian citizenship we 
must go through the motions of for
mally "renouncing" our British citi
zenship. 

Yet the repudiation process has no 
validity in British law. No matter 
what contrived declarations we may 
make here we still remain British 
subjects. 

There is ample precedent for this, 
the best-known probably being the 
case of 'Lord Haw Haw', who first 
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None of our readers will be tried 
for treason, but that is, in theory, 
the acid test. If the circumstances 
were extreme enough, could, and 
would, the British Government try 
for treason a migrant to Australia 
who had "renounced" her original 
citizenship? The answer is clearly, 
"Yes". Therefore the High Court
preferred process is a sham - and 
a very undignified one. We arc be
ing asked to pretend to deny our le
gal identity. 

Then there is the question of sec
ond-generation British migrants. 
They are automatically Australian 
citizens as a consequence of having 
been born here, but many Austral
ian-born children of a British father 
are entitled to British citizenship if 
their parents were legally married. 
(Even some third-generation mi
grants can have British entitle
ments.) 

Those who take up this right, for 
the purpose of study or travel or 
work or whatever, will presumably 
be in the same situation as Heather 
Hill. 

What of those who don't? They're 
banned too! Section 44 of the Con
stitution says: "Any person who ... 
... is under any acknowledgment of 



allegiance, obedience, or adherence 
to a foreign power, or is a subject or 
a citizen of a foreign power . . . shall 
be incapable of being chosen or of 
sitting as a senator or a member of 
the House of Representatives." 

Those of us who are not politically 
inclined might say they don't par
ticularly want to stand for the Sen
ate or the House of Representatives. 
That is not the point. The point is 
that we are now banned from doing 
so. And so are most of our children. 

What about voting rights? Thos of 
us who have not taken up Austral
ian citizenship - and what is the 
point now? - but were on the Com
mon wealth electoral roll before 
January 1984 will still be entitled to 
vote. That is, until a new High Court 
sitting on a different issue uses the 
June 1999 ruling as a precedent, and 
decides we're not entitled to vote, ei
ther. 

What's next? Well, perhaps we 
wont be entitled to jobs in which our 
status as people 'entitled to the 
rights of citizens or subjects of a for
eign power" might disqualify us. 
Like, say, the defence forces, the 
public service, the police? It is al
ready the case that promotion be
yond certain levels in these careers 
is banned to migrants who haven't 
taken out Australian citizenship. It 
is only a short step to applying the 
June 1999 Heather Hill precedent to 
these and other areas of employment 

The irony, of course, is that mi
grants from some groups who have 
had nothing to do with the develop
ment of Australia will be exempt 
from any such provisions. 

Welcome to being a second-class 
citizen in your own country. 

(Source: Endeavour, Journal or the 
United Kingdom Settlers' Association, 
July 1999) 

(whose character mirrors Barbara 
Frietchie, heroine of J.G. Whittier) 

6v 1JIIJI O'1Jonndl 

1 tllJH 11J11/lt of Jlte /Jordtr, lltt Cl/II first WllS lteard 
Of dis1J11111/lin1 tlte erown, llllll witlt ii tlte word 
Of rep116/ic1111 clt1111ges tlt111 so11gltt '" s116vert 
O11r ltisloru 1111d lterilape - 111111 (JIit 1 lag '"nvert. 

Not Ill/ co11/tl resist tlte ineK11r11/J/e p11slt 
Of rep116Uc11J1 sclte111ers wlto despisttl tlte 611slt 
t/11111 di111inislted 0111 forebears willt r11/led-11p sleeves. 
/vow cr11ellv dismrdul Uxe cr11111plttl leaves. 

i1te 1/ag w111 Jlteir /lllge/, tlte Jeep116/ican goal, 
rite National 1/ap wlticlt capt11red 011r soul 
Wilk its sg111611/s of Saints - Patrick, Andrew 11Htl veorpe -
Pr11tlai111inp wi/lt pride 111111 vlKI did /IS f11rpe. 

lip rose ZJr. Q(J(Jff11111H, 111lat-of~o/Jrux, 
Wltose service to 111111tldllll would fill a tltick /J{J{Jx/ 
"1Jon't clt111tge 01111/ap!" lte slernlv commanded 
,And 11ro1111tl ltim, inspired, some followers banded. * 

A 1rand eiplttv-fo11r wlten tlte ltordes descended, 
Witlt valour tlte tlllllparts lte s/0111/v defended. 
"t)cs/tDV if UDII IHIISI, I/tis 11/d prep Item/, 
1J11/ spare UDIII CDIIHlrv's 1/111!" lte said. 

Of Ill/ tlte great men in old l!ris6ane-t11Wn, 
/vol 011e could approaclt ltis sipna/ re11own 
1 or stead/asl11ess, '"11rage lllllf pal/an/ e.Klllllple 
1n preserving 011r 11111 on wlticlt traitors would trample 

[•Rupert Goodman (B.A., B.Ed., Ph.D., F.A.C.E.) - scholar, educator, historian -
has given a lifetime of service to Australian education as teacher, headmaster (Malvern 
Grammar School) and Reader in Education at the University of Queensland. During 
World War ll he was a Rat..of-Tobruk. His dozen or so books include titles on Austral
ian education, Australian nurses at war, Australian hospitals during war, and a cente
nary history of Toowoomba Grammar School. Don't Change Our Flag is his latest 
book.) 
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Dorothy Mabel 
Vernon Smith 

by Betty Luks 

t a delightful surprise it was for one of our 
eritage families when they visited the National 
oneer Women's Hall ofFame at the Old Court

house, Alice Springs, to come across a section dealing with 
Dorothy Mabel Vernon Smith (1909-1994). Dorothy was 
well known lo many South Australian readers of Heritage 
as she was one of the volunteers who worked in the Herit
age Bookshop in Adelaide for many years. 

A true patriot and devout Christian, Dorothy spoke 
of the social credit writings of men such as Eric Butler and 
C.H. Douglas as "sublime". It is our pleasure to dedicate 
this article to Dorothy, thereby recording her history in the 
Heritage journal. 

Dorothy was the first woman to qualify as a marine 
radio officer in Australia. In 1949 she had read an article 
in the Merchant Navy Journal which said U1at twenty-seven 
Norwegian women had graduated as ships' radio opera
tors, and felt there was no reason why she should not enter 
what was then a male preserve. 

She gained acceptance at the Amalgamated Wireless 
of Australasia Training School in Melbourne, but when 
she had passed the examination for her certificate of com
petency, she had some difficulty in finding a ship's owner 
willing to employ her. She finally obtained a berth in the 
Karuah, then trading between Sydney and Tasmania, and 
served one year on this ship before being forced to return 
home because of her mother's illness. 

She boarded at Williamstown, Victoria, in order to 
study at the Marconi School in Melbourne, graduating as 
a wireless operator. It was in May 1951 UU1t she joined the 
Karuah as Radio Officer. The Wotnen :S Weekly made quite 
a story out of a barge-in-tow in bad weather which broke 
loose from a steamer, and the part Dorothy had played on 
the Karuah in helping to gel the barge safely in tow again. 

A unique individual - some might even describe 
Dorothy as having been an eccentric - she was born at 
Semaphore, South Australia, and died at "Karingal", West 
Hindmarsh, South Australia. Educated at Walford and at 
Wilderness Schools, she went on to attend U1e Port Ad
elaide Business College, studying shorthand and typing, 
and subsequently worked for legal firms in Adelaide. 

Always an adventurous soul, she was employed as a 
governess at "Mulgathing" and other sheep stations, as well 
as doing occasional stints of fruit picking along the River 
Murray. A yachtswoman, she sailed t11e Naiad from t11e 
Henly Sailing Club and the Asprey from tJ1e S.A. Yacht 
Squadron. For recreation Dorothy rode a bicycle alone, 
along t11e Coorong, from Adelaide to Melbourne. She was 
musical and played the piano, violin and harmonica; for 

sport she played hockey with the Largs Hockey Club. 
It was in the l 970's that I got to know Dorothy; she was then 

a keen supporter of the Australian League of Rights. She drove a 
Zeta, a two-stroke car, designed and manufactured by Lightbum 
in Adelaide. A much sought-after collector's item, she eventually 
sold the Zeta and purchased a van which she managed to roll or 
crash twice to my knowledge. Once she ended up in the rose 
garden of a property-owner at Mclaren Vale, and the oilier time 
she had an accident at Horsham on her way home from a League 
function in Melbourne. I remember that occasion well because my 
son drove across to bring her home and she stayed with us until 
home-help was organised for her. 

Dorotlly was a'free spirit'and had her own "time zone"
her day was about 72 hours. In her later years she turned up for 
tile funeral of a dear friend just when everyone was going home, 
and anotl1er time she turned up for an appointment 24 hours late. 

She kindJy offered to drive me around a number of country 
towns to meetings in tile election year of 1980, the year of a devas
tating drought in South Australia. Fierce, gusty northerly winds 
blew away tl1e dry top-soil of tile bare land, except for that which 

was banked up against t11e fences. The Adelaide skyline and sur

rounding areas were blotted out by a tllick pall of dust. We turned 
up for the meetings about an hour late each time; Dorothy could 
only drive at her 72-hour-day pace. I would ring ahead and ask 
t11e organizers to be patient, as we would eventually get tllere -
which we did. 

A most generous and loyal person with finn integrity, DorotJ1y 

never wavered in her beliefs. It was a pleasure to know her and it 
is now a privilege to acknowledge her in Heritage. 
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bel Tasman was an interesting 
How, Tasmania is named af
r him, but who was he? Yes, 

he was a Dutchman, but why did he 
come? Did he land? Interesting ques
tions but, self-testing, how many an
swers do we know? 

The first British settlement of Tas
mania occurred under the command of 
the brave young man, Lieutenant John 
Bowen RN, 13 November 1803. 
Amazingly, that was 161 years after 
Tasman 's first sighting. On 24 No
vember 1642, Tasman wrote in his 
journal, "In the afternoon, about 4 
o'clock, we saw land, at about ten 
miles distance from us by estimation." 
Even so, for the next century and a 
half, Tasmania was left alone by other 
Europeans simply because, according 
to Tasman, there was little or no com
mercial value to be made. Nonethe
less, the exploits of Tasman in the 
southern waters and then on to New 
Zealand and Fiji, were studied by much 
later explorers such as Captain James 
Cook. 

Tasman was born in Groningen in 
Holland about 1603 and by the time of 
his second marriage in 1632, he was 
described as a "common sailor". He 
sailed to the Dutch East Indies (Indo
nesia) and in those heady, somewhat 
wild days, there was opportunity to 
rise in the ranks, if one was brave and 
bold. By 1642, now as "skipper", he 
was appointed Commander of the 
South-land Expedition. He was au
thorised to sail with two ships, 
Heemskirk and Zeehaen, to discover 
and explore the "unknown and known 
south-land". This command was given 
to him by the Governor of the Dutch 
East Indies, Anthony Van Diemen. 
Tasmania was originally known as Van 
Diemen's Land. 

But why venture south into the un
known? Tasman was instructed to 
"find out what commodities the coun
try yields, likewise inquiring after gold 
and silver and whether the latter are 
held by them (the natives) in high es-

teem." 
Tasman was instructed to show no 

eagerness for these precious metals 
and was informed, "If they should of
fer you gold and silver in exchange for 
your articles, you will pretend to hold 
the same in slight regard, showing 
them copper, pewter or lead, and giv
ing them the impression as if the min
erals last mentioned were, by us, set 
greater value on." 

So Tasman sailed with the instruc
tion to take possession for the Nether
lands and to plant "our Prince flag". 
He did indeed plant a flag on 3 De
cember, through the efforts of his mas
ter-carpenter, Pieter Jacobz. On the 
orders of Tasman, the 
carpenter swam from a 
small boat to the shore, 
carrying with him a 
pole with the Compa-
ny's mark on it and a 
"Prince flag" to be 
erected once ashore. 

Tasman wrote in his 
diary that the carpenter 
performed the work en
trusted to him and "the 
carpenter aforesaid 
thereupon swam back 
to the pinnace through 
the surf. Having been 
duly executed, we 
pulled back to the 
ships, leaving the 
above-mentioned as a 
memorial." Tasman, 
however, did not set 
foot on our soil. 

In 1923, the Royal 
Society of Tasmania, 
was able to erect at the 
site, Prince of Wales 
Bay (Forestier's Penin- ..r: 
sular) a memorial cut 

white people to set foot on Tasma
nian soil, planted the Dutch flag on 
December 3rd 1642." 
By the time the British came (and be
fore them, the French) Dutch influence 
and power within the region had 
waned and any talk of having posses
sion was not even considered. 

After leaving our shores Tasman 
sailed on a north-easterly course tak
ing them to New Zealand. A number 
of his ships'company were killed by 
Maoris. He then proceeded to Fiji, 
returning near the coast of New Guinea 
and back again, from whence he sailed 
to Batavia, near modern Djakarta. 

Sadly for Tasman and for those who 

in a block of Maria Is
land granite with the 
words inscribed, "At 
this spot the expedition 
under Abel Jansz 
Tasman, being the first 

Mt. Wellington, Van Diemen s Land, by Joseph lyceff 

Heritage • Vol. 24 No. 91 1999/2000 • Page 17 



sent him, the results of his voyage were 
not considered very satisfactory. True, 
he had discovered much which he re
corded in great detail and his was 
noted as a "remarkable voyage", but 
he brought back nothing of commer
cial value. He was criticised by Van 
Diemen and his Council for leaving 
the main parts of his task to be ex
ecuted by some more inquisitive suc
cessor. While he had discovered new 
things, according to the Council, his 

big mistake was not making more thor
ough investigations because he had 
failed to discover if the lands would 
be profitable to the Company. 

Nonetheless Tasman went on to make 
more voyages, even attacking Spanish 
and Portuguese forts in the area. 

The actual date of his death is not 
certain. It is believed to have occurred 
before October 1659. He is buried 
somewhere in Batavia. 

Regardless of what was considered 

in 1642 to be a failed venture, Tasma
nia does him great honour by giving 
his name to our island home. There is 
little doubt he was the greatest navi
gator of the seventeenth century. He 
proved, without question, among other 
things, the existence and whereabouts 
of the mysterious south-land. It would 
take the explorations of Bass and 
Flinders, 150 years later, to prove that 
Van Diemen 's Land was separated 
from mainland Australia. 

RESTAURATEURS BREATHE NEW 
LIFE INTO OLD WORLD CHARM 

Dunbiu I-louse, proudly ovetlooking ~yd
ney's W11t!:0n's Bay fot neatly 170 yeats, 
has seen its colonial splendout tekindled 
by ambitious new owners, ~ydney testau
rateuts, the ~chaber J:amily. 

The heritage-listed mansion restaurant has 
been extensively upgr11ded inside 11nd out, 
to maintain its: l11ndmatk reputation 111: one 
of ~ydney's oldest buildings. 

.. As Dunbat I-louse was built in the 1iSOs, 
we bought the testaut11nt licence with two 
major objectives in mind fut the business,' 
said proprietor, Mr. Ketim ~chabet ... One 
was to maintain the unique period exterior 
- which Is such a tllte asset In this city, 
The othet was to refurbish Its lnteriot by 
li!Vltalising 11s much original m11teti11I 11s 
possible, as well as using suitable substi
tutes where vet necessaty to retain that co
lonial ch:um out di nets come to experience.• 

Internally, newly-fitted polished timber 
floors, colonial-style ceilingi:, cotnicei: and 
i:kitting boards maintain the 19th century 
theme synonymous with Dunbar I-louse 
history. An upstairs Weddings and J:unc
tion Centre catets fut up to 110 i ndoots and 
60 on its balcony. A downstairs a la carte 
dining s:ection seats up to 60 lns:ide and 
as many as SO on 11 ground-level balcony. 

Undet the auspices: of the fJational Ttus:t, 
lti: extetlot hai: been reconditioned 11nd te
p11inted In 11pproprlate heritage tonei:. 

When Watson's Bay was a fis:hing village 
In the H?SOi:, Dunbar I-louse was the pri
vate dwelling of shipping pilot and light
house-keeper, Richard ~iddeni:, before be
ing !:Old to the then Colonial T teasutet, 
Pieter Campbell, who ttani:futmed It into 
the mani:ion it Is today 11nd named It 
l11ndiolet. 

j;ventuall y named after the DtJnbllt, a ves
sel wrecked just beyond ~ydney I-leads In 
1i5 7, the propetty also enduted a colout
ful history over the years as an hotel undet 
vatious names, and even as Vaucluse Coun
cil Chambers in 19S4. Mote recently it 
opetated fut a short time 11s ~optll ~tto Ital
ian Restaurant. Immediate! y prior to this 
I twas J:i!:herman's Lodge RMtaut11nt fot 2 5 
years. 
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--~iety, nowadays, Is In i:uch a hurry to 
teach the next millennium that many of 
out di nets comment on how much they ap
preciate a setting that offers a little bit of 
charm ftom Austr11lia's past/ Mt. ~chabet 
said. .. Although ~ydney rn11y have many 
modern restaurants, no matter how much 
effort h: taken, It ill almos:t Impossible to 
re-create the atmosphere, the I ight, the am
bience and the aromatic ptesence you get 
In a building of yesteryear: 

J:or moM Information, plea~ contact l<etim 
&habet, Proprietor, 
Dunb!lt I-louse, 9 ~fatlne P!ltade, 
Wati:on's: Blly, tJ~W 2ogo, 
Ph: (02) 9gg7-1226; 
J:l!X (02) 9gg7 20141 



A GODLESS REPUBLIC? 
HEAVEN FORBID! 

by Rupert Goodman 

It is appropriate that as we give thanks for the Referendum "NO" result 
we should honour Dr. Rupert Goodman. The following address, originally pre
sented to the Presbyterian Fellowship of Queensland on 6 March 1999, the poem 
by Dr. Dan O'Donnell, and the front cover photograph of Dr. Goodman, B.A., 
Dip.Ed.(Hons.), B.Ed., T.P. T.C., Ph.D.(ANU), F.A.C.E., Communicant Member 
of St. Paul's Presbyterian Church Brisbane, are featured in this edition of Her
itage as our way of acknowledging Dr. Goodman as a truly greatAustralian, 
soldier, scholar, educator and historian, he has given a lifetime of service to this 
nation. 

There is currently much debate 
about the forthcoming Centenary 
of Federation in the Year 2001, 

with possible changes to our Constitu
tion from a Constitutional Monarchy to 
a Republic. A referendum is to be held 
in November 1999 to decide the issue. 
More recently the question of including 
reference to God in the Preamble has 
arisen. 

In 1901 Australia was very much a 
Christian society, with 96.5 per cent of 
the population professing Christians. 
The Preamble to the Constitution in
cluded tl1e phrase, "humbly relying on 
the blessing of Almighty God", put there 
at the insistence of the people and the 
churches as part of their British herit
age. (The only opposition was from tl1e 
Seventh Day Adventists who thought tllis 
nlight prevent tlleir having tlleir services 
on Saturday- but tllis didn't happen!) 

Everywhere church services were held, 
seeking God's blessing on tl1e new na
tion. The first National Antllem was God 
save the Queen. (Queen Victoria died on 
22 January 1901.) 

Articles, poems and songs were writ
ten all in tlle same tlleme. There was no 
question Australia was a Christian soci
ety. Thomas Spencer's God Defend the 
Commonwealth said it all. 

The flag is very much a part of our 
Christian heritage. 

Sunday was a very special day in tlus 
Christian society. Churches were 
crowded for two services and Sunday 
School was a must for most young peo
ple. As far as possible no work was done 
on the Sabbath. Shops were closed. 

There was no public transport. Laws 
were quite specific and, indeed, it was a 
holy day. The ten Commandments were 
frequently quoted when it came to mak
ing laws wiili respect to the sanctity of 
marriage, family matters, immoral acts 
such as adultery, stealing, murder, false 
testimony, coveting goods of others. The 
so-called Judeo-Christian etllic, now de
rided by tlle media, had enormous influ
ence in tl1e first fifty years of Federation. 

Most importantly, in view of discus
sions to remove reference to God from 
the Preamble to our Constitution, we 
should note the first commandment: 
"Thou shalt have no other God before 
me. 

At tl1at time Australia was regarded as 
a Christian society, tlle whole of ilie so
cial fabric interwoven wiili ideas wllich 
came tllrough Christianity. The calen
dar continued to relate to events before 
or after ilie birth of Christ. There con-
tinued to be widespread celebration of 
Christian holy periods, such as Easter 
and Christmas, and Sunday was written 
into industrial awards, if it was neces
sary to work on tlle Sabbath. Parliament 
was to open daily witl1 prayer, including 
The Lord's Prayer. The legal system con
tinued to have frequent references to 
Christian Justice; witnesses swore an 
oatl1 on tl1e Bible; the New Year com
menced with traditional church services. 
The former Chief Justice of tlle High 
Court, Sir John Utl1am, lumself an ag
nostic, maintained Australian law was 
based on tl1e Christian ethic and he would 
interpret it accordingly. Christian prac
tices governed ilie lives of most people 

from birth tllrough to deatll. Most were 
married in a Christian Church, were bap
tised in a Christian church, accepted a 
Christian name and, on death, expected 
a clergyman to give them "a Christian 
burial service". The State education sys
tem was expected to operate witllin tlle 
moral, etllical and spiritual framework 
of Christianity and special times were 
allocated each week for "religious in
struction". Some denonlinations set out 
tlleir own systems of church schools. 

Undoubtedly, in tlle first fifty years, 
Australia was very much a Christian so
ciety. 

The Queen's Coronation Service, 
1953: 

Let me now make some brief comments 
on tlle Queen's Coronation Service wllich 
has important implications. 

Tllis was a ceremony witllout parallel 
in modem society, with traditions dat
ing back hundreds of years. The first 
Coronation Service, it is believed, was 
composed by Saint Dunstan for King 
Edger in 972, an unambiguous statement 
that all sovereignty comes from God. 

I can only hope to touch on some ma
jor aspects of tllis service: 
l. The Queen took an oatll, to the 
utmost of her power, to "maintain the 
laws of God and the true profession of 
the Gospel". So at the start, she ac
knowledged tllat Supreme-Power-Sover
eignty comes from God. 
2. The Queen was tllen given a copy of 
tl1e Holy Bible, with the words, "our 
Gracious Queen, to keep Your Majesty 
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ever mindful of the Law and the Gospel 
oJGod as the Rule for the whole of life 
and government of Christian Princes, we 
present you with this Book, the most 
valuable thing this world affords. Here 
is wisdom. This is the Royal Law." 

It is not often realised bow much of our 
system of Common Law and our rights 
and freedoms come to us from the Bible. 
Over 1000 years ago King Alfred made 
the Ten Commandments the law ofEng
land. 
3. Then came the anointing with oil, 
signifying her need for the Holy Spirit 
to carry out her oaths. 
4. Then the Queen was given the 
Sword of State, taken from the altar by 
the Bishops, with these words: "With 
this Sword do justice, stop the growth of 
any iniquity, protect the Holy Church of 
God, restore the things that are gone to 
decay. maintain the things that are re
stored, punish and reform what is amiss 
and confirm what is in good order. " 
5. We pass on to the ceremony when 
she was given the Bracelets, as "tokens 
of the Lord's protection, embracing you 
on every side, and also pledges and sym
bols of that bond which unites you with 
your people". 
6. Then the Imperial Robe was put 
on her with the prayer, "The Lord clothe 
you with the Robe of Righteousness and 
with the garments of Salvation". 
7. The Orb - a golden ball set with 
a cross on top, was given her, with the 
words: "Receive this Orb, set under the 
Cross, and remember that the whole 
world is subject to the Power and Em
pire of Christ our Redeemer. " 

She is never to forget she is not the Sov
ereign; she is the servant of the true Sov
ereign. 
8. The Ring is placed on the third 
finger of her right hand to consecrate her 
as our "Head and Prince and as the 
defender of Christ's Religion". 
9. The Sceptre and Rod of Mercy 
The Royal Sceptre has the cross on top, 
'the sign of kingly power and justice'. 
The Rod of Mercy has a dove on top to 
remind her not to forget mercy in dis
pensing justice. 
10. We come then to the Crowning
St. Edward's Crown, with a cross on top, 
with the prayer, "that she may be filled 
with abundant grace and all princely 
virtues, through the King Eternal, Jesus 
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Christ our Lord". 
11. The Enthroning. The actual 
crowning took place with the Queen 
seated in the ancient Coronation Chair 
of King Edward II. Then the Queen 
went to her own throne, on a raised dais, 
with the Archbishop saying: "Stand firm 
and hold fast the seat and staff of royal 
and imperial dignity, which is this day 
delivered unto you, in the Name and by 
the Authority of Almighty God . .. " 
12. The Communion Service is a re
minder that she was to be a servant of 
God to her people, a reminder that Christ 
gave His life for her, a reminder that even 
the Son of God did not come to be served, 
but to serve. 

How fortunate we have been that our 
Queen has kept her Oaths and led such a 
goodly and Godly life. How sad for her 
as she looks around and sees the wrecked 
lives of those who did not keep God's 
Commandments! 

The whole Coronation Service is rich 

The Crown of St. Edward 

in meaning and symbolism and is a price
less part of Australia's heritage, an es
sential and integral part of our Constitu
tional system of government. 

Let me now review the last fifty years 
to see what changes have taken place in 
our society, particularly with respect to 
the place of Christianity and Christian 
attitudes and beliefs. 

In terms of national statistics, the per
centage of stated Christians has declined 
from 96 per cent to 89 per cent (1954) to 
70 per cent ( 1996) - not that any other 
religion, such as Buddhism, has shown 
any marked increase. These non-Chris-
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tian religions represent but 4 per cent. 
What is significant is the large increase 
of the 'no religion' or no answer to the 
religious question to 26 per cent (over 
one quarter of the population). 

Move to remove reference to God 
from the Preamble to the Constitu
tion, meaning the Judeo-Christian 
God: 

Statistics, 1996 Census: 
12,582,000 (70%) Christians; 
4,798,000 (26%) Roman Catholics; 
3,903,000 (22%) Anglicans; 
1,334,000 (7%) Uniting; 
675,000 (3.9%) Presbyterians; 
616,000 (3.4%) Non-Christians; 
200,000 (1%) Buddhists; 
200,000 (1%) Islam; 
80,000 (0.4%) Devotees of Judaism. 
4,693,000 (26%) didn't answer or were 
of no specified religion. 

An alternative argument, in view of the 
claim we are now a multi-religious soci
ety, is that any reference to God in the 
Preamble is not a reference to the Judeo
Christian God, but to every God - Bud
dhist, Islamic, Judaic - or to any graven 
image. 

Where does this leave this predomi
nantly Christian society? With more 
than 12.5 million Christians and about 
616,000 non-Christians, this is a very 
weak argument for removing reference 
to the (Christian) God in the Preamble 
to our Constitution. 

In practice, the basic foundations of 
Christianity have disappeared or are un
der attack. Sunday is no longer a holy 
day, but a day given over to sport, enter
tainment, shopping and going to the cin
ema. All churches report a decline in 
attendance at Sunday services; Sunday 
Schools have virtually disappeared. 
Governments encourage the use of 
•given' names, rather than Christian 
names. 

Perhaps the greatest changes have oc
curred with the Marriage Sacrament and 
to family life, with the introduction of 
marriage celebrants, marriage anywhere 
but in a church, living together before 
marriage, and the introduction of new 
terms such as 'partners' and the concept 
of 'no fault' easy divorce. 

These changes did not come about by 
chance. They are the results oflong-term 
planning by the secular humanists and 



their fellow-travellers, the atheists, the 
agnostics, the libertarians, the Marxists 
and the behavioural psychologists. The 
latter assumed positions of power in the 
days of Hawke, Whitlam and Keating, 
with leaders such as the late Lionel 
Murphy, Don Dunstan and, more re
cently, Senator Evans. 

Few people may have read The Human
ist Manifesto, or be aware of the activi
ties of tl1e Queensland Humanist Soci
ety. In brief, the author of The Humanist 
Manifesto maintains: 
(a) There is no God; 
(b) Every man is his own creator; 
(c) There must be no feelings of patriot
ism or nationalism because everyone 
must be conditioned to living in a global 
village under one-world government; 
(d) The modem Republican state en
dorses civil liberties, witl1 the individual 
having the right to decide on matters 
such as suicide, abortion, eutJianasia, 
prostitution and t11e use of drugs, such 
as marijuana and heroin; 
(e) The right to see and hear all forms of 
media, no censorship, pornographic 

. material freely available to all; 
(f) The State to encourage freedom for 
different moral, political, religious and 
social attitudes. There are no moral ab
solutes; 
(g) Moral etllics are autonomous and a
situational - a person making his own 
decision and that makes it right. 

Thus the humanists throw out the 
window two thousand years of tl1e Judeo
Christian tradition, tl1e Ten Command
ments, tl1e Sennon on t11e Mount, and 
the whole concept oftl1e Christian herit
age and tradition which has given us such 
a stable and well-ordered society - a 
Godless republic indeed! 

The secular humanists have pro
moted t11eir doctrines through the schools 
and destroyed a whole generation of 
young people. 

They could only do tllis with the help 
of the politicians. At the last induction 
of Members of Parliament, 49 Austral
ian Labor Party members refused to take 
an Oatl1 on the Bible and made an affir
mation instead. It was Lionel Murphy 
who destroyed t11e Marriage Sacrament, 
Don Dunstan who recognised homosexu
ality and lesbianism. It was Hawke who 
said, in an address to the Fabian Soci
ety: " ... the whole mood and mind and 
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attitudes of the nation must be perma
nently changed. " It was Gareth Evans 
who said: "Children want a right to 
sexual freedom and education and pro
tection from the influence of Christian
ity". 

Numerous writers have associated the 
elements of tl1e Union Jack with Chris
tianity. Leaving aside the three crosses 
in the flag, the colours of red, white and 
blue have also had a fascination for some 
research workers who have placed the 
relevance of these colours in biblical his
tory 

D .J. Pin will, for example, in llis com
prehensive study of t11e Australian flag 
(The Fabric of Freedom ), argues that 
these three colours have a history and a 
purpose in Christianity. In Biblical his
tory, blue has always been a special col
our associated with holiness and loyalty. 
He quotes Numbers 15 (38-41): " ... and 
the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, speak 
unto the children of Israel, and bid them 
that they make them fringes in the bor
ders of their garments throughout their 
generations, and that they put upon the 
fringes of the borders a riband of blue: 
And it shall be unto you for a fringe, that 
you may look upon it and remember all 
the Commandments of the Lord . .. " 

Blue was also used exclusively in the 
tabernacles for tl1e sacred vessels accord
ing to Pin will (Numbers 4 ), wllile Solo
mon used blue in his temple for the veil 
(2 Chronicles, v. 3-14). 

Wllile it has traditionally been used 
to symbolise purity and innocence, in the 
Bible wllite signifies righteousness. In 
Revelation 19 there is reference to tl1e 
army of saints dressed in wllite line and 
riding white horses. 

Red or scarlet, of course, occurs 
many times in the Bible as it is the col
our of blood. At the time of the Passover 
it was the red blood of t11e lamb tJiat re
deemed the Israelites. 

Red, wllite and blue have been asso
ciated with the Union Jack and its com
ponent crosses for many centurie and, ac
cording to Pinwill, have deep religious 
significance. 

These, of course, will disappear in a 
republic. Hawke already dispensed with 
them in favour of the "green an gold"! 

Pinwill (op. cit.) puts forward a 
number of extraordinary coincidences 
wit11 respect to t11e tJuee crosses in the 
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Union Jack, their arrangement and their 
meaning. He suggests tl1ese three crosses 
represent the three covenants made by 
God to multiply and increase the seed of 
Abrallam (Genesis 17:7). 

The sign of the St. Andrew's Cross 
is the sign for multiplication in math
ematics, and the Cross of St. George is 
the sign for addition. The word "Brit
ish" means "Covenant Man" in Hebrew. 
The word for "covenant" is "Berith or 
"B'ritl1" and the word for"man" is "ish". 
Pinwill goes on to outline otl1er aspects 
of tllis web of intricate and amazing co
incidences. He concludes: "The magic 
and poetry of the symbolism of the Un
ion Jack is a miracle in itself What an 
honour to have this holy sign on our 
Australian flag". 

A "godless republic' indeed,! 



THE BRITONS WHO EXPLORED AUSTRALIA 
by George Colley 

Some travelled with an ideal Others searched in greed. Some were map-makers or travellers in search of trade; others went 
to spread their own form of religion; some simply to claim new lands for their country. 

For many explorers, curiosity itself was sufficient reason to travel to the unknown, to risk their lives in searching. For 
them, just to survive the experience, and later to tell of it, was enough. 

Whatever their varied reasons, they all shared a single fundamental experience. They all endured that particular brand 
of fear and discomfort, that special brand of homesickness and weariness, even the acceptance of death and, just occasionally, 
that rare, ecstatic arrival that made it all worthwhile. 

During the 1988 bicentenary celebrations, the prime min
ister of the day, Robert Hawke, was obliged to respond to a 
speech by Prince Charles. He couldn't bring himself to men
tion one aspect of British achievement here since the 1788 
landing. George Colley watched this pathetic spectacle in 
sadness, thinking of the intrepid Britons who put their lives 
on the line exploring and opening up this continent: 

1813: George Blaxland from Kent organised the first explor
ing party to cross the rugged Blue Mountains from Sydney. 
With him were Lt. Lawson of London and William 
Wentworth, born on Norfolk Island. 

1817: John Oxley from Yorkshire explored the Macquarie 
and Lachlan Rivers and also discovered the Liverpool Plains. 
Later he found and named the Brisbane River. 

1824: William Hovell from Yarmouth, togeti1er witi1 the first 

tralian-born explorer, Hamilton Hume, crossed the 
Murrumbidgee and reached Geelong. 

1826: Captain James Stirling from Lanarkshire surveyed U1e 
Swan River, beside which Perth now stands. 

1828: Captain Charles Sturt, born in India ofDorset parents, 
followed U1e Macquarie River further than Oxley and discov
ered the River Darling, naming it after the Governor of New 
South Wales. 

1829-30: Charles Sturt followed the Murrumbidgee and dis
covered the River Murray, naming it after the Colonial Secre
tary. He and his small band of men rowed a naval whaleboat 
1,000 miles to the open sea at Encounter Bay and then had to 
row back. Sturt was called "the Prince of Australian explor
ers". 

The Warrumbungles, a "stupendous range of mo1111tai11s, lifting their blue heads above the horizon" 
From a sketch by George Evans • 
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The Britons who explored Australla -2. 

1835: John Batman, son of a convict fa
ther, crossed from Van Diemen 's Land to 
Port Phillip Bay. He liked the look of the 
land so much that he made a treaty with 
the natives. Melbourne arose as a result 
of his pioneering. 

1936: Major Thomas Mitchell from 
Craigend, Scotland, discovered the verdant 
pastures of western Victoria when cross
ing overland to Portland Bay. 

1837: Lieut. George Grey, born in Lis
bon of British parents, landed at Bruns
wick Bay, in the far northwest, to explore 
the COWlby from there down to the Swan 
River. He was speared in the hip by na
tives. 

···:,~,. GREAT 
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0 K•tofflf'lrfl SO 1840: Angus McMillan from Skye dis
covered lush pastures in Gippsland, Vic
toria. He was followed by Paul Strzelecki, Rout.a takea •1 Odey and Evam, ltoth together and Individually, on the e1:peclidon to 

a bogus Polish count, who falsely claimed 
McMillan's discovery for himself. 

1840: Edward John Eyre, son of a Yorkshire parson, headed 
north from Adelaide and encountered an impassable barrier 
at Lake Torrens. He turned West from Mount Hopeless, cro~
ing the Nullabor Plain with his white overseer, John Baxter, 
and three Aborigines. 1\vo of the natives killed Baxter then 
fled. On 7 July 1841 Eyre and the remaining Aborigine 
reached Albany - a grim, exhausting journey. 

1844: Ludwig Leichardt from Prussia trekked from Moreton 
Bay to Port Essington, discovering the Roper, Flinders and 
Gilbert Rivers. Three of his men were speared by natives 
and one died. In 1848 he set out to cross from the Darling 
Downs to Western Australia. Together with his seven men 
and 300 animals, he disappeared without trace. 

1848: Edmund Kennedy from Guernsey landed at 
Rockingham Bay with a party of thirteen men in order to 
explore to Cape York. He left some men at Weymouth Bay. 
Finally there was only Kennedy and his faithful Aborigine, 
Jacky-Jacky, alive. Kennedy was killed by natives. Jacky
Jacky escaped to Port Albany. Only two of Kennedy's other 
men survived. 

1858: John McDouall Stuart from Dysart, Scotland, ex
plored around Lake Torrens and Lake Eyre. No one had 
reached the centre of the continent before, or travelled up to 
the northern coast, but on 22 April 1860 he hoisted the Brit
ish flag at the centre. In 1862 he and his party reached Port 
Darwin from Adelaide. The privations on his return jour
ney ruined his health and lie died during a visit to England 
in 1866. 

1860: Robert O'Hara Burke, an Irishman, and William John 
Wills from Devon tried to reach the northern coast from 
Melbourne. They achieved their aim, but couldn't see the 
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ocean because mangrove swamps blocked their view. Burke 
and Wtlls both died on the return journey, as did four other 
members of the expedition. 

1861: Alfred Howitt from Nottingham set out to search for 
the missing Burke and Wills. He located their remains. 

1861: John McKinlay from Sandbank, Scotland, also set out 
to find Burke and Wills. He located the grave of one of their 
party, Charles Gray. In l 865 he was sent to the northern Ter
ritocy to report on the country. Floods hemmed in his party 
on the Alligator River and placed them in grave danger. 
McKinlay made wooden frames from felled trees and covered 
them with tightly-stretched horse-hide to maker light-weight 
boats which the party steered to safety. 

1872: Colonel Peter Warburton of the Bombay Army led a 
party from Alice Springs across the Great Sandy Desert On 
Christmas Day the party were down to their last remaining 
camel and conswned the lot - hide, hooves and entrails -
in order to survive. 

1872: William Gosse of Hertfordshire also left Alice Springs 
on a more southerly route than Warburton. He named Ayers 
Rock after Sir Herny Ayers, the Premier of South Australia. 

1872: Ernest Giles from Bristol led an unsuccessful expedi
tion from Lake Eyre to Western Australia. He named the 
Gibson Desert after a young man who perished on the trek. 
In 1875 Giles attempted the expedition a second time, this 
time successfully. 

These are just a few of the men who opened up Australia 
for our benefit. They should never be forgotten - but they 
were - by our own Prime Minister. 

[Source: Endeavour. UKSA Newsletter, July 1999) 
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£etteis to the @rJ-itor 
You may find the accompanying poem by Thos. 

Spencer of interest. Spencer is one of our great 
poets. His poetry ranges from the dignified to the 
humourous, one of the latter type being How 
M'Dougall topped the score. Born in London in 1845, 
he died in Sydney in 1911. He visited Australia at 
the age of 18, returned again when he was 30 and 
became a successful builder and contractor; 
Goulbum Gaol and the Sydney University Physics 
Laboratozy were among his achievements. He be
came chairman of many wages boards, served on 
the NSW Arbitration Court bench with honour. He 
was a prominent contributor of light verse and prose 
to The Bulletin in the happy days of that publica
tion. 

God Defend the Commonwealth has a ring of hon
est patriotic sentiment about it. (It could well have 
been our anthem.) Such refreshing earnestness 
would be unwanted in to-day's new world order of 
things, the trend now being superfluous amounts 
of media mawkishness and pathos, to say nothing 
of copious quantities of twee trivia, while the new 
age unmentionables, Christianity and Nationalism, 
are conspicuous by their absence. 

God defend the Commonwealth. Preserve our 
southern nation. 
God protect its sons and make them brave and 
free. 
Watch and guard the cradle of Australian Federa
tion. 
Grant that in its manhood it may serve and Hon
our Thee. 
God defend the Commonwealth, 
Bless our new Australian nation, 
Grant our people peace and health, 
God preserve our Federation. 

Grant that all our rulers may have strength and 
power to guide us; 
Wisdom, truth, and justice to determine all their 
ends. 
Plant the blessed Spirit of a lasting Peace beside 
us, 
Make Australians brothers, and make all mankind 
their friends. 
God defend the Commonwealth, 
Bless our new Australian nation, 
Grant our people peace and health, 
God preserve our Federation. 

Guard our new Britannia and maintain the old 
one's glory, 
Weld the bond of kinship that encircles all the 
earth; 
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Grant that on each page that we may add to Brit
ain's story, 
Glory may be added to the land that gave us birth. 
God defend the Commonwealth, 
Bless our new Australian nation, 
Grant our people peace and health, 
God preserve our Federation. 

God defend the Commonwealth and all its sons 
and daughters; 
God preserve the flag that flies beneath our sunny 
sky, 
Emblem of Fraternity, it floats across the waters 
Grant us strength and courage to defend our fl~ 
or die. 
God defend the Commonwealth, 
Bless our new Australian nation, 
Grant our people peace and health, 
God preserve our Federation. 

Tony Greene-Mccosker (Montville, Qld.) 

Republic Claptrap 
. The Aus~alian_'s religious correspondent, James Murray, 
m an article wit~ a ~rong re~ublic bias (30 July 1999) 
poses the question: But who m fact does royalty repre
sent?• 

We all know it is those who stand for elections who 
are seeking votes, seats in parliament seeking power: it 
is they who ·represent". ' 

The matter was well put by the late Yehudi Menuhin 
in his autobiography, Unfinished Journey: •The Monar
chy ... commands a loyalty owing nothing to power. Power 
must alway~ be partisan; it belongs to money or the mili
tary, Republican or Democrat, left or right, capital, labour 
or bureaucrat - to those in power - to have a non-power 
above power s7ems to me to be the ultimate safeguard." 

What we nsk was well explained by Professor David 
Flint in the Bulletin (3 August 1999): "Unlike any other 
democratic republic in the world, the President in the 
Keating-Turnbull republic would hold office at the whim 
of the Prime Minister. Imagine a football game where 
the referee is about to rule against the home team and 
the captain sends him off.• 

As Liberal legend Reg "Toecutter" Withers claimed: 
"Under the constitution, it will be easierforthe Prime Min
ister to sack the President than his driver." 

This part - the key point of this proposed republic 
-won't even appear in the question. 

We are being offered not only a Politicians' Presi
dent, but one who will be the Prime Minister's Poodle. 

K. Fuss, Toowoomba, Qld. 
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[In response to the Dorothy Sayer's article in 
Heritage, No. 90) 

Throughout all history there have been some folk who 
have had experiences that are described as mystic. Mystics, 
universally, have concluded that there Is something Invisible 
underpinning all physical reality. This 'lnvlslble' has been re
ferred to as 'spirit', 'God', 'Allah', 'non-being', 'noumen'. 

The reason why dHferent religions seem to teach vastly 
different doctrine is that each has expressed their understand
Ing In terms of their own cultural heritage. As such under
standing became crystallzed In teaching and dogma, each 
religion became mutually exclusive of all others. Instead of 
appreciating the diversity of expression and cuhural Interpre
tation, we have arrived at the position where each religion 
considers Itself to be 'right' and the others to be 'wrong'. From 
this follows the urge to convert others to the 'right', and the 
tendency to distrust and fear those who are perceived as 
being'wrong'. This, In turn, leads to a defend-attack response, 
or a survival technique of .. H you can't beat them, join them". 

When any religion becomes accepted as a 'state' reli
gion (most likely originally to promote cohesion of the social 
group), it also becomes more rigidly fixed in its dogma, and 
the whole Is backed by the power and force of government. In 
order to maintain power, religious principles can then be har
nessed to be used, abused or neglected, as is expedient. In 
short, religion becomes quite dictatorial in both temporal and 
spiritual terms. [e.g. 'Whoever will (Latin vult = would wish/ 
desire/want to) be saved: before all things It Is necessary that 
ha hold ths Catho/ick Faith. Which Faith BXcept every ons do 
keep who/s and undefiled; without doubt he shall perish ever
lastingly. And the Catholick Faith is this: " ... The Creed of 
Saint Athanasius.J 

From the end of the 6th century AD, England came more 
and more under the Influence of the Church of Rome, so 
much so that in 1401 the English Parliament passed a law: 
"The Suppressions of Heresy Act 1401 (2 Henry 4, Cap 15) 
was designed to suppress the Lollards, 1 a religious sect who, 
according to the Act, 'perversely and maliciously in divers 
places within the said Realm under the colour of dissembled 
Holiness, preach and teach these days openly and privily divers 
new doctrines, and wicked heretical and erronsous opinions'. 
A number of measures were to be taken against the sect, 
with the ultimate punishment of being burnt 'in a high place' 
should the accused ref use to recant. ... The Act was actually 
repealed by the Act of Supremacy 1558 (1 Eliz. 1 c.1 ), passed 
by Elizabeth I when she came to the throne." 2 

From my understanding of AudoH Otto's Mysticism: East 
and West, there seems to be an emotional form of mysticism 
that was known as 'Bride Mysticism' In Christianity. Speaking
in-tongues and the Toronto Blessing would seem to come In 
this category. The folk who experience this form of mysticism 
don't seem to be able to discuss it in a rationally coherent way 
afterwards, hence there Is no charge of heresy and they are 
accepted as having been greatly blessed. 

But those who experience the rational form of mysti
cism that has been called 'Mystical Unity' In Christianity and 
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'Mutual ldentity'in Buddhism, are able to discuss their experi
ences rationally afterward. When Christians discuss these ex
periences, quite honestly, using Christian doctrinal terms and 
language, they are labelled as 'heretics'. Put simply, mystics 
have always said, "It's very much like you say, except that it is 
different." Broadly this is the equivalent of "In becoming 
EXclusionist, universal INclusion has been 1osr. (Cf. "There 
is more In heaven and earth than Is dreamed of In your phi
losophy" - Shakespeare.) 

over forty years ago when, in my early twenties, I had to 
work closely with two non-Australian senior gentlemen whom 
I didn't like. I asked an Anglican priest for advice: "Treat them 
as you would treat your friends.n (I think this is the best advice 
I have ever been given!) 

In my later reading, I found a statement attributed to an 
American-Indian shaman: "Treat everything as a Thou!" The 
Bible puts it this way: "Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one 
of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.n 
(St. Matthew, Ch.25, v.40). 

But the shaman went beyond people, acknowledging the 
'Invisible spirit' infuses all the animal, vegetable and mineral 
kingdoms (i.e. the whole of creation). In other cultures this 
understanding has been expressed in the words, "The whole 
world knows my namsn. Christianity criticises this understand
ing as being 'pagan' animism, pantheism or panentheism, and 
possibly even theism as well. 

Whenever we try to define or explain anything, we have 
to res~rt to language. We see a relationship between speed 
and distance, and we call it ' time'. Then, because one day 
follows another, we see 'time' as linear - past, present and 
future. What, then, is our concept of eternity? Lots and lots 
of our earthly linear 'time'? How can we possibly conceive of 
a state of 'no-time'. 'non-time'-a state of 'ever-present new
ness'? 
. Simil~rly, we see life as beginning with birth, proceed-
ing through time, and culminating in death. What can we say 
about • everlasting'life? How can we conceive 'life' in a state 
of unconstrained now-ness? Is 'life' an ' is-ness', a • being-ness' 
an •aware-ness'? If so, what is IT that 'Is' or 'is aware'? ' 

We have no choice but to use language to extend our knowl
edge. How, then, can we conceive knowledge that is con
veyed to the human mind in 'now-ness' silence, such that 
"knowledge of the Divine is knowledge of the Self; and knowl-
edge of the SeH is knowledge of the Divine"? (Cf. "/ and my 
Father are onen (St. John, Ch. 10, v. 30).] 
I cannot help but be greatly saddened by the limitation ortho
dox Christian dogma-language has put on the Wonder of the 
Love that does indeed pass all understanding, and, In so do
ing, Is far beyond the constraints of language. 

1. The Lollards didn't believe in the Doctrine of Transubstantiation or in 
the n~ce~sity of private confession to a priest; they promoted reading 
the Bible m the vernacular. (Two translations were available.) 
2. PersonaJ communication from Chris Sear, House of Commons 
Information Office, House of Commons, London SW1 A 2T 
(hcinfo@parliament.uk) 

Jenifer Jefferies, Seaford, South Australia 
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VANDAL-VULTURES ECLIPSE THE TERMITES 
by Neil McDonald 

Between Port ViCfflt and Starubutg 

There are a lot of wounded houses, aban
doned near roads on the Yorke 
Peninsula. Once fine farm homes bustling 

with families, they are the product of flight 
to the cities. 

Children were first to leave the nest. Enrolled 
at distant schools, they returned at weekends, 
then obtained jobs and moved away. Their 
parents carried on until one became ill or died. 
The sole survivor moved to stay with relatives 
or in a nursing home. 

Empty-looking from outside, the garden be
came a wilderness and tree-limbs lacked prun
ing. Farm animals were sold, along with tools 
and furniture. Lonely, the house idled, while 

. y-----...,_ 

Near Port Vincent, S.A 

leaves littered the verandah and debris filled 
spouts and downpipes. 

One day a stranger knocked. No answer. The 
stranger wandered and observed. Evenings 
later, a fly-wire door was removed. uwon't be 
missed," smiled the culprit. No rebuke - so 
another raid captured another door. The 
temptations of theft were stilled with the im
probability of being caught. "Not much risk 
and, if penalised, may as well be hung for a 
sheep as a lamb"? 

While distant farm-folk were relaxing over tea 
and television, the human vulture accelerated. 
Inside, surrounded by silence, he removed 
doors, frames, windows and sashes. The wind 
blew while the house wept, but no friends 
came to the rescue. 

On a dark, moonless night, the loosened roof
iron was removed. Spouts, rafters, ridge bat
tens and ceiling joists were sneaked into ave
hicle tray and driven somewhere else. No out
cry or detectors on the trail. Caution was 
needed, as was time to retreat. The house 
still had walls and flooring, but the risks 
seemed greater. 

Stresses of storm cracked the limestone but 
still no saviour came. Damage could not 

1

have 
been greater if the farmhouse had been the 
target of artillery shells. 

Near Alford, S.A 

(Photographs: Neil McDonald) 
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BOOK 
REVIEW 

Roger Hughes 

by Philip Ayres 
(ISBN 0522 84811 7, Aus.$39.95 

hardback) 
Sir Douglas Mawson is one of 

Australia's national folk heroes. He 
is best known for leading intrepid 
expeditions into Antarctica which 
resulted in Australia's claiming 40 
per cent of the sixth continent. But 
there is much more to this man than 
Antarctic exploration. 

Mawson : A Life is the first defini
tive biography of a man who adorns 
banknotes and stamps, yet remains 
a mystery beyond his heroic polar 
exploration. 

Philip Ayres draws on a wide range 
of sources to craft this compelling 
biography, including Mawson 's vast 
collection of letters and papers (he 
kept almost everything he ever wrote 
or received) and recollections of 
friends and colleagues who knew 
Mawson from as early as the I 920s. 

The result is a biography which re
veals the strengths and flaws of an 
extraordinary man. Mawson, a geo
politician with influential friends 
and rivals, in 1942 offered his serv
ices to Prime Minister Curtin as Am
bassador to Washington. In the Ant
arctic darkness of 1913, he con
fronted the bewildered delusions of 
a companion who believed himself 
to be Jesus Christ. He once took an 
advanced monoplane to the ends of 

some 
doom 
among 

the 
gloom 

the earth and forgot to pay for it. 
During the Great War, he compiled 
detailed reports on chemical weap
ons during visits to the vast war 
factories of England. He was also 
a devoted husband of Paquita and a 
litigious man, suing or threatening 
suit against associates who failed 
him. 

Mawson: A Life also features the 
amazing tale of survival on the 
1911-1914 Antarctica expedition 
where Mawson and two colleagues 
began a 500 km mission of research 
and discovery. Only Mawson re
turned alive, after devouring his 
own sledge dogs, then hauling the 
sledge himself, with all its geologi
cal specimens and expeditionary 
records, for the last 160 km of the 
deadly trek. 

Among the book's many illustra
tions are reproductions of exquisite 
early colour photographs from the 
Antarctic expedition of 1911-1914. 

About the author: Dr Philip Ayres 
is Associate Professor of English 
Literature at Monash University. 
His main fields of interest are eight
eenth-century England and Austral
ian biography. His previous books 
include Malcolm Fraser: A Biogra
phy. 

• 

The Domesday Book is a 
survey of England commis
sioned by William the Con
queror in 1086. It is a very 
thorough record, based on a 
large number of minute ques
tions. From it one can learn 
all about the country as it was 
in the period 1042-1086. That 
is, one could - if one could 
read Norman French and if one 
can afford £6,000 
(Aus.$15,OOO) for a modern 
leather-bound copy. 

By next year, though, any-

$

\ one with a computer 
will have access to a 
new translation of 
the Domesday Book. 

The Website, to 
be set up by the 

Hampshire-based Millennium 
Mapping Company, will be 
even better than the original. 
Every part of Britain is being 
photographed in an aerial sur
vey that will eventually pro
duce a three-dimensional map 
of the nation. 

Visitors to the Website will 
be able to type in a postcode 
and read the Domesday Book 
records of that area. They will 
also be able to "fly" over it, at 
any height they like, similar to 
the simulations used by jet pi
lots. Objects on the ground as 
small as 25 cm (10") will be vis
ible. 
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M 'gfla Carta is the birth certifi
cate of the rights and freedoms 
njoyed by Australians today. 

Originally sealed by King John at 
Rwmymede, beside the Thames, on 15 
June 1215, the legal concepts it contains 
have been passed on through the British 
parliamentary and justice system to be 
enshrined in Australian Parliamentary 
Acts, states and in the common law. 

That great charter, drawn up to pro
tect subjects from their sovereign, now 
symbolises the individual's right to pro
tection from arbitrary authority of execu
tive government, presidents, dictators, 
military juntas and bureaucrats. 

This legal inheritance of individual 
freedom from the unfettered power of 
governments is one which contemporary 
Australians understand and accept as 
being of value, which came to them from 
the past and which remains permanently 
relevant. 

The issue of Magna Carta on per
manent display at Parliament House, 
Canberra) was not sealed at Runnymede, 
but some 82 years later, in 1297, by King 
Edward I. The original issue of the char
ter was annulled by Pope Innocent III at 
the request of King John only two months 
after its acceptance. It was reissued af
ter the death of King John. in 1216, again 
in 1217 and yet again in 1225, but it was 
not until the charter was confirmed by 
Edward I and adopted by Parliament, in 
1297, that its precepts became law. 

Magna Carta Sculpture and Magna 
Carta Place, Canberra: 

The Magna Carta Sculpture will 
be erected after an open competition to 
produce a suitable landscape and struc
tural design. It will incorporate a time
capsule containing the names of all do
nors to the sculpture project. 

The site, in the Parliamentary Zone 
- commonly known as the parliamen
tary Triangle - Canberra, is Magna 
Carta Place, to the west of the Old Par
liament House, bounded by Langton 
Crescent. It was Archbishop Langton 
who persuaded King John to agree to 
the provisions in Magna Carta in 1215. 

Magna Carta Place was dedicated in 
1997 on the 700th anniversary of the 
adoption of Magna Carta. 

The one-hectare sculpture garden 
area was first planted with trees in 1926 
by Charles Weston, a British-born 
horticulturalist, and Canberra's first Su
perintendent of Parks and Gardens. The 
garden and sculpture will be a place for 
reflection on the significance of Magna 
Carta, as well as a place where Austral
ians, Britons and others who respect the 
great charter may celebrate its contribu
tion to the world. 

Magna Carta sets out unequivo
cally to make all in authority obey the 
rule of law in 'ust the same way as the 
ordinary individual is expected to obey 
the law. 

Magna Carta is common law, the 
supreme law and is still cited in cases 
today from matters of great constitutional 
moment to parking offences. It remains 
the foundation stone on which dozens of 
varied legal systems around the world 
are built. 

It is as vibrant today as it was when 
England's barons persuaded King John 
to abide by a set of universal rules for 
the conduct of good governance. 

Its provisions to protect the ordi
nary citizen from arbitrary justice con
tinue to influence legislation, court de
cisions and the behaviour of govern
ments. Its main features of freedom, of 
Justice without delay, of fair trials are, 
today, reflected in the Universal Decla-

ration of Human Rights proclaimed by 
the General Assembly of the United Na
tions on 10 December, 1948. 
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Your subscription is an investment in Australia's Future 
"What can one person do?" people ask.. The result is that wordy minorities, 
loud-mouthed in their advocacy of chaos and unfettered liberty, win the day. 

But I say, don't allow yourselves to be bullied into silence. You matter. Your actions count. 
One person on the side of right, decency and honesty is a real force. 

Sir Wallace Kyle. former Governor of WA writing in 1977 Heritage 

Australia's Future -A Vision Splendid 
Our heritage today is the fragments gleaned from past ages, 

the heritage of tomorrow - good or bad - will be determined by our actions today. 
Sir Ralphael Cilento; First patron of the Australian Heritage Society 

AUSTRALIANS have come to realise that their 
country is being steadily stolen away from 
them, but few know what to do about it. 

Agonised discussions are occurring with increasing 
frequency all over the land as worried citizens ponder 
how they can wrest control of excessive government back 
from the treacherous elites who presently steer us down 
the path of destruction as a nation. 

Out of concern at the erosion of our traditional heritage, 
The Australian Heritage Society was launched in 1971 as a 
specialist division of The Australian League of Rights. 

Believing the Truth will always prevail, The League 
continues to provide its services, including books, 
literature, tapes, videos and regular newsletters, many not 
obtainable elsewhere. The League proudly celebrated its 
50th Anniversary in 1996. More information is available on 
request. 

Further expansion took place in 1976 when the quarterly 
publication, Heritage was first published. Over twenty years 
later Heritage still enjoys a wide 
and increasing readership 
with contributions from 
around the English
speaking world. Heritage 
will appeal to those who 
agree with the old saying; 
"Don't believe everything 
you read in the papers". 
There is a side to Australian 
and world events that is 
never discussed in the 
"popular" press because too 
much controversy is not 
good for business. Heritage is 
an independent publication, 
striving to articulate a noble 
and comprehensive vision of 
Australia. That which could 
be - if enough Australians 
strengthen their resolve to 
make it happen - a vision 
splendid. 

A subscription to Heritage 
can be your first step in 
defending and upholding 
AuStralia's traditional values. 

,. 
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Your subscription 
is an investment in 
i\ustralia·s Future 
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OUR POLICY 

To promote service to the Christian revelation of God, 

loyalty to the Australian Constitutional Monarchy, 

and maximum c0-0peration between subjects of the 

Crown Commonwealth of Nations. 

To defend the free Society and its institutions 

- private property, consumer control of production 

through genuine competitive enterprise, 

and limited decentralised government. 

To promote financial policies which will reduce taxation, 

eliminate debt, and make possible material security 

for all with greater leisure time for cultural activities. 

To oppose all fonns of monopoly, 

either described as public or private. 

To encourage all electors always to record 

a responsible vote in all elections. 

To support all policies genuinely concerned with 

conserving and protecting natural resources, including the soil, 

and an environment reflecting natural (God's) laws, 

against policies of rape and waste. 

To oppose all policies eroding national sovereignty, 

and to promote a closer relationship between the 

peoples of the Crown Commonwealth and those of the 

United States of America, who share a common Heritage. 

NEED RJRTHER INFORMATION? 
A comprehensive list of literature and tapes 

is available on a wide range of topics. 
A catalogue will be posted on request. 

ADMINISTRATION & SUBSCRIPTIONS 
Heritage Books· Bookmail 

P.O. Box 27, Happy Valley, South Australia 5159 

Telephone (08) 8381 3909 Tel/Fax (08) 8322 8665 



6.H. CHESTERTON 
WHAT'S WlD 
WITH THE 
WORLD 

WHAT'S WRONG 
WITH THE WORLD 

• G. K. Chesterton 

A most important book by 
Chesterton giving his remarkably 
perceptive analysis on social and 
moral issues, more relevant today 

than even in his own time. 

.. ~----- ,.._..,." ,, 
·, , . 

.,~,J,,.;.~ i ~:1 ►:c --~ -~ , ,, 
FREEDOM :i 

WEARS A 

CROWN 
s-t3 

FREEDOM WEARS 
A CROWN 
John Farthing 

few appreciate or understand today the 
impact ol Christianity on the 

development of British Constitut· 
ionalism and the priceless heritage of 

the Common Law. Monarchists will find 
!his new edition mos! opportune as the 
question of Monarchy continues 10 be 
debated. II is not loo much to say that 

lhe future ol Western Civilisation may be 
decided by the outcome of this debate. 

THE GLOBAL TRAP 
Hans-Peter Martin 

and Harold Schumann 
This remarkable book explores 
!he spread of globalization and 

!he likely consequences for Iobs 
and democracy. 

Wrillen by experienced journalists 
on Der Spiegel. 11 is informed. 
up-to-dale. thought-provoking 

and compelling reading. 

fy1_any of these publications are un~vailable through boo/< outlets 

ORDER FORM ENSIDE 

THE REPUBLIC 
f THE RICH 

0 1• g Regimes' 

THE REPUBLIC •• Of'THE RICH 
• "11ieR11111 • 

Rejectlllo . ·dal Rep11b/fC 
Reg1c1 

GLOBALISATION 
Graham L. Strachan 

People ask whal would a lawyer know 
about economics. but !his book is not 

really about economics. II is about 
dishonesty ... dishonesty born out of 
greed for wealth and power by people 
persuaded that they can have all the 

benefits of civilisation without the need 
to behave in a civilised manner, in 
accordance with moral principle. 

Dishonesty of that nature should be 
the concern of every lawyer. 

RED OVER BLACK 
Geoff McDonald 

This book is the chilling story of !he 
Marxist manipulation of the Aboriginal 
land rights movement Geolf McDonald 
reveals a long standing plot to establish 

an Aboriginal Republic under 
Communist control. This book is 

essential reading for those Australians 
who value their security and freedom. 

Bruce Ruxton & George Merritt 

The cover of this book immediately catches the eye as it features a copy of Pro 
Hart's painting,of "The Fabians" (1991) complete with the earlier Fabian 
symbol of the wolf in sheep's clothing, the "All-seeing Eye", map of Australia 
featuring the Hammer and Sickle, etc. There is no mistaking from whence the 
writers believe the push for a republic originates! Republicans are globalists 
and internationalists who, in following Paul Keating's lead in their bid to 
Asianise Australia, wish to break our cultural and political ties with Europe. 

Don't think the push for a republic is over - these people will not be 
satisfied until they have completely pestroyed our culture and sovereignty. 

The republic is about changing the Constitution to recreate Australia, to 
destroy its old culture and traditions - which the ruling class elites loathe -
and to recreate a. new nation in their own image. This book exposes and 
criticises their agen_da. 

Single copy: S12.00 posted 
Two copies: $20.00 posted 
Three copies: $25.00 posted 

AMONG THE 
BARBARIANS 

Paul Sheehan 

'This book is ... important. as well as 
brave. bold and brilliant.· 

THE AUSTRALIAN 
. . the toughest political lracl lo be 

published here lor years . 
THE SYDNEY MORNING 
HERALD and THE AGE 

AUSTRALIA'S 
CONSTITUTION 

The eslablishmenl of lhe Australian 
Constitution in 1901 is a much 
neglected and underrated event 

in this nation's history. 

II is lime for the Conslilulion 10 be 
reclaimed by those whose interests 

it is designed to serve -
the people or Australia. 

~ 
~y MEDIA 

Death of Democracy 

in Australia 

by 
Scott Balson 

-o,.~., ----------- .... ··- ------

MURDER BY MEDIA 
Scott Balson 

This is a first hand account of the real 
power driving Australia into the lulure. 

The many documented accounts ol media 
bias in !his book reflect what is wrong 

with having such polarised media 
ownership in this country. 

THE SAVAGE 
FRONTIER 

Rodney Liddell 

Portrays history as it really happened. 
rather than the many fictionalised 

accounts Iha! academics have inserted 
in recent years. Many of the lies and 

deceptions published by academics are . 
also exposed and where possible, 

copies of the hand writlen reports ol lhe 
las! century are included as evidence 

ol academic deceit and naively. 

C.K. Chesterlo11 011 
,\lr11 & w~•mtn, Ch1IJ1tt1, St-x 

D1tllf(t ,\Lrrn;i-sr r~ ,,., ram,/!' 

I_J,r!~l ..,uhJn lnln.Juc-1>1.-. 

by Al\,lN.l~ Silu 

BRAVE NEW FAMILY 
G. K. Chesterton 

Men & Women, Children. Sex. 
Divorce. Marriage & the family. 

Edited with an Introduction 
by Alvaro de Silva . 

DOUG COLLINS 

HERE WE GO AGAIN! 

HERE WE GO AGAIN 
Doug Collins 

Being a compendium ol columns f 
lite writer !he New Democratic Par~m 
government ol 8.C. and its Hu Y 
Rights Commission tried to s·,iman 

ence 

ANO 

His fight Against Censorship 
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