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I FEAR NO PEEVISH MASTER

JOBS OF OUR OWN: BUILDING A STAKEHOLDER SOCIETY :

ALTERNATIVE TO THE MARKET AND THE STATE
Foreword by the Rev. Peter Thomson.

Race Mathews

Pluto Press, London and Australia 1999: papers, 308 pages with index.

“Jobs Of Our Own" is the third book in
two years which offers an academic
treatment, though in different ways, of
what is generally termed “Distributism”
and its associated ideas. The first, being
“The Political Economy of Social
Credit and Guild Socialism” (1997) by
Dr. Frances Hutchinson, and the second,
“The Grip of Death” (1998) by Michael
Rowbotham, both reviewed in Heritage
No. 92. Of the three “Jobs Of Our
Own” concerns itself entirely with
Distributism, its origins and what is
claimed to be its evolution. The
appearance of three heavyweight books
from independent sources indicates that
something is stirring and that the social
and economic aspects of the
Chesterbelloc are now being taken
seriously.

Distributists will find Part One of “Jobs
Of Our Own™ particularly interesting as
a reminder of their forgotten history.
Mathews identifies Leo XIII's
Encyclical de Rerum Novarum as a
primary source of Distributism,
influencing Belloc in particular.
However he gives equal weight to
native movements reacting against the
alienation and degradation resulting
from the Capitalist Revolution. Such
movements can be traced back to
Cobbett, Ruskin and William Morris,
but Mathews rightly gives pride of place
to Orage and Penty and their journal,
The New Age, around which they built
the Guild Socialist Movement. The
latter was to influence the thinking of
both Cecil and Gilbert Chesterton and
the confluence of these streams was the
Chesterbelloc. Whilst Mathews pays
full tribute to The New Age, I find it all
but incredible that he totally ignores the
monetary theories, first published in
that paper, of C.H. Douglas, described
as “Social Credit” by Orage. It seems to
me to be axiomatic that widely
distributed property cannot be achieved,
let alone maintained, alongside a
monopoly of credit creation. Douglas,
in his journal, The Social Crediter,

(16/1/43) paid tribute to Chesterton and
Belloc and asserted that Social Credit
was the “practical mechanism” of
Distributism, whilst Belloc testified to
the correctness of the Douglas analysis
in “G.K’s Weekly” (8/6/33) and Canon
Drinkwater in his “Why Not End
Poverty” made the obvious point that
the Douglas proposal of a “National
Dividend” would, if implemented,
enable everyone to become proprietors.
Mathews’ failure to address the problem
of credit creation is, in my opinion, a
weakness.

In Part One chapters are devoted to
“Henry Manning and Cecil
Chesterton™; “Hilaire Belloc”; “G.K.
Chesterton” and to  “Putting
Distributism on the Map” which
considers the work of both Fr. McNabb
and of the Distributist press. These
chapters will not tell the Chesterbelloc
enthusiast anything new and do not
throw any light upon the mystery of
“Where was Cecil?” during Gilbert’s
crisis years, but will be highly
informative for the newcomer. What I
found surprising was that Mathews
admires Cecil above Gilbert and
certainly more than Belloc, of whom he
is critical. His assertion that Cecil
would, if he had lived, been greater than
Gilbert is in fact Gilbert’s own opinion,
and, incidentally, A.K. Chesterton’s, but
one which most of us do not share. The
reason may be that Mathews is
something of a “Latter Day Saint” in
Distributist circles, having only recently
trod the Damascus Road from Fabian
Socialism to Distributism.  Cecil
Chesterton may be regarded as the “Left
Wing” of the Movement and Belloc as
its “Right Wing,” so that it would be
surprising if Mathews did not have a
predisposition toward Cecil. I had not
however until reading his book realized
the importance of Cecil and it is
certainly true that his death at the front
was a blow that was ultimately fatal.

The criticism of the Distributist League
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is severe, but largely justified. What the
League neglected to do was to analyse
itself under the headings “Philosophy, “
“Policy” and “Means”, which may be
applied to action in terms of “Aims,”
“Objectives” and “Methods.” What is
the Aim of Distributism? That is the first
thing to determine. The Distributists
did not, and neither does Race
Mathews, so I will risk doing so - it is to
create the social and economic
conditions in which the Moral Law and
the Norms of Civilized life may more
easily function and flourish. That does
not mean that we can create William
Morris’ “Earthly Paradise,” but it does
mean that we can make it easier for men
to be civilized. As C.H. Douglas
pointed out, virtue may flourish in the
gutter, but it does so in spite of the
gutter, not because of it!  The
Distributists having failed to define
their Aim were unable to set themselves
a series of attainable objectives and
devise methods for achieving them. A
full account of the confusion and
conflict which resulted can be found in
“The Chesterton Review” Vol. XXIII,
No. 3, August 1997 in Toward a History
and Interpretation of the Distributist
League. 1 must disagree however with
Mathews when he says that
Distributism was rejected because it
was associated with “anti-Semitism.”
In forty years of promoting
Distributism/Social Credit I have never
found this a reason for rejection for the
simple reason that no one I have
debated with has ever suggested that it
was, certainly Arnold Wesker did not
when he wrote his Distributist play, I’'m
Talking About Jerusalem. The usual
reason for rejection is the close
association between Distributism and
the “Back to the Land” movement with
the ancillary reason that it is
“impractical”. I have dealt with this
charge in my monographs, “One Sword
at Least - G. K. Chesterton,” “Hillaire
Belloc,” and “C.H. Douglas”, and












The

Volunteer Defence Corps (vbc)
Australia’s Home Guard

T is certain the 1930s Depression

contributed greatly to the 1939-45
World War. It assisted Hitler to power in
Germany, but it also had harmful effects
on many other countries.

Until we can face truth in finance-economic
matters the spectre of future wars remains
with us. The great pioneer of financial
reform, C.H. Douglas, 1879-1952, has still
not received the recognition due to him.

The corrupting force of power politics has
also had a detrimental effect on world
history. While the only true laws for people
to live by are those of our Creator, in a free
society the ultimate responsibility in
upholding these laws is at the grassroots
level.

US civilisation has declined, but at its start it
was a Christian society and accepted these
truths, its armed citizen militia, its “Minute”
men, defeating the world’s best professional
army of the period when their Congress
adopted their Declaration of Independence in
1776.

Switzerland’s small size makes her very
vulnerable to conquest and her policy of
arming her citizens so they can react to
aggression at short notice, is a world success
story for this philosophy.

Until the tragic events at Port Arthur,
Tasmania, on the 28th April 1996, many
freedom-loving Australians kept weapons in
their homes. This custom was seldom abused
and was indeed an ideal and cheap form of
national defence.

It can be argued that large professional and
government led military forces in a nation
can cause a sense of fear and insecurity in
adjoining nations, which then often feel they
must themselves spend excessively on
military build up.

PORT ARTHUR KILLINGS

It is too early to assess the final outcome of
the Port Arthur massacre, but Mr. Joe Vialls
of Perth, W.A., an expert on firearms,
contends that Martin Bryant was framed for
this crime. The proportion of dead. killed
mostly from head shots, compared to the few

By Alan Barton

wounded at Port Arthur, shows clearly the
killer or killers to have been highly trained
and far beyond the capability of Martin
Bryant, who has an IQ of 66, or that of a slow
eleven year-old child. In nearly all these sad
cases of random shootings the wounded
usually far outstrip the number of dead.

While World War II is now largely forgotten,
events in it could easily have turmed out
differently, with disastrous results for
Australia.

Suppose, for instance, when Japan struck at
Pearl Harbour on Sunday 7th December
1941, the US Aircraft Carriers had been in
port instead of luckily being at sea. Suppose
at the Battle of Midway the US Carriers were
sunk instead of the Japanese Carriers.
Suppose we lost the Battle of the Coral Sea
and Japanese forces had captured Port
Moresby. This was the period of the
“Brisbane Line”, when Australia beyond our
industrial areas on our east coast was to be
abandoned to the invader. This may have
been a practical contingency plan, but it
indicates how grim the situation was, and the
mindset of our leaders.

MILITARY EXPERIENCE

By the late 1930s the possibility of another
World War was apparent. Australia then had
a very small but highly efficient navy, army
and air force, but it had among its citizens a
large number of over-military-age
individuals who had been highly trained and
had served in the 1914-18 war.

The idea of a “Volunteer Defence Corp”
came from the Returned Sailors, Soldiers and
Airmen’s Imperial League of Australia (the
original RSL). At the League’s twenty-
second annual congress held at Hobart in
November 1937 came the following
resolution: “. . . . that a national volunteer
defence force be raised . . . . to relieve
existing forces from certain necessary duties
in the event of a national emergency.”

This resolution was adopted and submitted to
the Minister of Defence, but at that time the
government aim was to concentrate on the
training and equipping of men of military
age.

However, a year later in December 1938 the
Minister of Defence advised the League he
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had approved a committee to examine using
the services of 1914-18 experienced men as a
potential military reserve. The League then
appointed the famous Australian who had led
the Light Horse in World War I, General Sir
Harry Chauvel, G.C., M.G. K.D.B,, as their
representative on this committee.

On the 3lst May 1940 the Federal
Executive of the League decided that a
Commonwealth-wide organization of ex-
servicemen be established immediately for
home defence purposes. This decision was
immediately given to the Prime Minister, the
proposal being given public recognition by
the Commonwealth government on 5th June
1940.

By the end of 1940 the Volunteer Defence
Corps had a membership total of 37,120.
State totals were: Queensland 6,000; New
South Wales 12,000; Victoria 6,000; South
Australia 8,000; West Australia 4,000;
Tasmania 1,000; A.C.T. 120.

JAPAN STRIKES

By May 1941 the V.D.C. had a definite
operational role. This covered early warning,
home defence and guerrilla warfare. After
Japan struck south towards Australia the
Corps was to double in numbers, even
accepting members under military age.

POSTED

by Joe Vialls

Was Martin Bryant really
a lone nut assassin?

Scientific evidence
questions Australia’s
Port Arthur massacre.

Available from The Australian Heritage Society.
The views expressed in this book are not necessarily
k those of The Australian Heritage Society. J






















The dictionary definition of the word “anthem” is “a hymn sung . . . .

a biblical quotation set to music, a national

hymn,” (Nuttalls Standard Dictionary of the English Language), or “composition for church use . . . set to sacred
music; song of praise or gladness,” (Oxford Concise English Dictionary).

Over time, the colloquial use of a particular word is consistent enough to be included by lexicographers in
orthodox definition. American, Australian and English dictionaries do differ slightly as a result.

In general, Australians accept “Advance Australia Fair” as our national “anthem”. The original words of P.D.
McCormick have been adapted by Dr. Robin Lorimer Sharwood, fourth Warden of Trinity College to be sung as a
hymn - or as a “traditional” anthem - in St. Paul’s Cathedral, Melboumne.

AUSTRALTIA'S NATIONAL SONG

ADVANCE AUSTRALIA FAIR

Australians all let us rejoice,

For we are young and free;
We’ve golden soil and wealth for toil;
Our home is girt by sea.

Our land abounds with nature’s gifts
Of beauty rich and rare;

In history’s page, let every stage
Advance Australia Fair.

In joyful strains then let us sing,

Advance Australia Fair.

Beneath our radiant Southern Cross
We’ll toil with hearts and hands;
To make this Commonwealth of ours
Renowned of all the lands;

For those who’ve come across the seas
We’ve boundless plains to share;
With courage let us all combine
To Advance Australia Fair.

In joyful strains then let us sing,

Advance Australia Fair.

PD. McCormick
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O God, who made this ancient land,
And set it round with sea,
Sustain us all who dwell herein,
One people strong and free.
Grant we may guard its generous gifts,
Its beauty rich and rare;

In your great name, may we proclaim
“Advance, Australia fair!”

With thankful hearts then let us sing,

“Advance, Australia Fair!”

Your star-bright Cross aslant our skies
Gives promise sure and true;
That we may know this land of ours
A nation blessed by You.

May all who come within its bounds
Its peace and plenty share,

And grant that we may prayerfully

Advance Australia fair.

With thankful hearts then let us sing,

“Advance, Australia fair!”

Dr. Robin Lorimer Sharwood.
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WERE THE ABORIGINALS THE FIRST AUSTRALIANS? 5

This skull displays distinct differences
to those of Skull No 1 and is the more
primitive or archaic of the two. This

fossil  possesses  Doliocephalic

anatomical features with a receding
forehead and prominent eyebrow
ridges, beneath which, as in Skull No 1,
the eye sockets are clearly defined. A
portion of lower jaw survives fused to

the palate.

In some respects the second Tarana
skull resembles the famous Talgai
Skull, found in the Darling Downs of
southern Queensland in 1886. There is
a suggestion that the Talgai fossil
stands somewhere between the Wadjak
and Homo erectus skull types.

The Tarana Skulls had been exposed
from the base of 3 m deep Pleistocene
sediments covering a former campsite
dating to around 50,000 years BP
[Before Present]. As the mineralisation
process takes at least 200,000 years, the
skulls date to around 250,000 years.

The presence of both skull types at the
same site suggests that, by at least
250,000 years ago, populations of both
Solo and Wadjak-type people were
already well established in this region,
Presumably inter-breeding in a
continent-wide process from which
would evolve the Australian Aboriginal
people.

In November 1974 1 uncovered a
Mineralised [ironstone] cranium from
sandstone-ironstone deposits in scrub at
Katoomba on the Blue Mountains.
Bearing Brachiocephalic features, it is
an undoubted archaic Homo sapien
skull-type. Yet, as ironstone
Mineralised skeletal fossils can be
twice the age of limestone specimens,
and taking the age of the sediments
Covering it into account, the Katoomba
Cranium is well over 300,000 years BP
In age,

As the Katoomba cranium appears to
be the oldest Homo sapien skull found
anywhere in the world at present, and
therefore evidence that the first modern
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humans evolved in Australia, their
forefather, Homo erectus would have to
have entered Australia from Java at a
considerably earlier period.

From highly technical DNA research
findings published in 1987, leading
American Geneticist, Dr Allan C.
Wilson [University of Hawaii],
suggests genetic traits among the
Australian Aborigines point to the
earlier presence of Homo erectus on
this continent. He is joined by Oxford
University UK scientist Dr. Jeremy
Cherfas, who suggests Homo erectus
may have entered Australia by 400,000
years ago to evolve into the earliest
modern humans, who eventually spread
out into the rest of the world.

To date, all that has been lacking to
complete the picture to the satisfaction
of scientists has been the discovery of
actual Homo erectus fossil remains. I
believe I now have that evidence.

In June 1997, while fossicking along
the bank deposits of a long-vanished
ice-age course of the Cudgeegong
River, outside Mudgee, in central
western New South Wales, I chanced to
unearth, from beneath the 3 m high
bank, a mineralised, partly intact,
primitive hominid skull.

The right eyebrow ridge and facial
section were missing and there was no
lower jaw. Much of the skull cap was
missing, exposing internal mud [now
limestone] filling, but the skull bears
deep pit marks, signs that it had a long
history of having originally been
fossilised under deep sediments, then
re-exposed for a considerable period,
before becoming re-buried beneath the
present 3 m deep sediments dating
around 100,000 years BP. On these
grounds, and its state of mineralisation,
it is much older than the 400,000 years
estimate for Homo erectus Australian
entry of Dr Cherfas, and more than one
geologist suggests an age anywhere
between 500,000 and 800,000 years BP.

When I attempted to make public this
important discovery in the media, my

Rex Gilroy

press releases were largely silenced by
the efforts of one particular academic,
who advised journalists that my lack of
academic credentials made the
discovery “highly questionable”, and
that the announcement would be
“upsetting” to “indigenous people™!

I wish to state here firmly, that my
researches
expanding our knowledge regarding the
true antiquity of Man in Australia,
without any thought of bias toward our
Aborigines. Yet I do question current
claims that our Aboriginal people were
the sole stone-age inhabitants of this
continent. As an unbiased researcher, I
believe the evidence I have gathered,
demonstrates the “nobody before the
Aboriginals” ‘politically correct’ left-
wing indoctrination, as taught in our

are purely aimed at

» ¢

educational establishments, is in error.,

References:

Australia Dreaming, 40,000 of Aboriginal
History, Jennifer Isaacs, Lansdowne Press,
Sydney 1980.

The Search for Eve, Michael H. Brown,
Harper & Row, 1990

The Origin of Races, Carleton S. Coon.
Jonathan cape, 1968

The Viking Achievement, P.G. Foote & D.M.
Wilson, Sidgewick & Jackson, 1970.

Rex Gilroy is a noted amateur
archaeologist and historical
researcher. The author of two books,
“Mysterious Australia” (nexus
Publishers 1995) and “Pyramids In
The Pacific” (URU Publications
2000), together with his wife and
fellow researcher, Mrs. Heather
Gilroy, he regularly searches
Australia for evidence supporting a
variety of theories, and has gathered
the largest privately owned natural
science collection in Australia.

Rex welcomes queries from readers.
He can be contacted by phone

on 02 47 823441, or at

P.O. Box 202 Katoomba 2780.
Email: randhgilroy @mpx.com.au
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——1 HOPE YER SHEEP GET FLYBLOWN =

So you’re the Mob got all the rain IA NINE HAIG

while we got hardly none;

The clouds massed over your
place and left us with the sun.

Your bit of sky grew darker,
while we just got the heat -

I watched the storms a-building ...
my thoughts were not too sweet.

I caught a whiff of dampness as
the wind began to gust;

It blasted all around and then it
drowned us in ... red dust.

Lightning filled the heavens,
caused havoc with the power;

Yes, we got the blackouts ... but
we never got a shower.

I hope yer sheep get flyblown. I hope yer fences wash away

I hope yer fleeces rot; and all yer horses roam;

I hope the ’roos find all yer grass I hope a heap of nasty leaks

and eat the bloody lot. will moisturise yer home.

I hope yer cattle choke on weed I hope that big green slimy frogs
and then all get the shits; will populate yer loo;

I hope that when it rains again I hope they serenade you

yer roads all fall to bits. ’til yer ear-drums break in two.

I hope the burr-bush thrives and I hope yer dogs all get webbed feet
grows and spreads across yer land; and keep ’em for all time;

I hope yer stock gets nicked when I hope a million bog-holes

all that rain dissolves yer brands. will then turn yer place to slime.

I hope the creek beside yer yards
will shift ’em from their site;

I hope the hopes I hope for you
will keep you up all night.

POST SCRIPT
I heard a plague of locusts have attacked your place this year...
While we, with all our dryness, haven't got that problem here .....

Available from the author
“Moama", Cunnamulla. Q.4490 (Ph: (07) 46554862; Fax: 07 46554901)
email: janinehaig@bigpond.com
1 Hope Yer Sheep Get Flyblown (book)
Always Wear Clean Knickers (book)
Where's Eulo? (audio tape)
(Each $12.00 including GST, plus postage and packing $5)
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THE LEONINE LEGAC

ANTHONY COONEY: The Leonine Corpus as a Third Way
From THE EUROPEAN LEGACY, Vol. 5, No. 2, 2000.

Available as an abstract, from the author, at
Rose Cottage, 17 Hadassah Grove, Lark
Lane, Liverpool, L17 8XH.)

| REVIEW }

($5.00 in currency notes)

Mr. Cooney, who has always seemed to be
driving through life in top gear (while
paradoxically finding time also for quiet
contemplation, as readers of his poetry will
know) appears since his retirement to have
shifted into overdrive. The amount of reading
- and thinking - he has undertaken for this
paper amazes me: until I reflect that it is really
a vast body of knowledge that he has been
assiduously mastering - and considering -
over many years.

The Leonine Corpus is the collection of the
encyclicals of Pope Leo XIII, a nineteenth-
century scholar-Pope of varied learning,
enlightened sympathies and orthodox
churchmanship. If this makes any of my
readers inclined to turn the page thinking,
“This is for Roman* Catholics,’ I ask them not
todo so. It is a paper of importance for us all.

Leo’s teaching is grounded in a definite, and
Thomist, philosophy. It reverses Plato’s
assumption that the nature of the just man can
be inferred from the nature of the just State.
We have, on the contrary, our notion of justice
in a State from our observation of justice in
human beings. I agree that this brings things
Into a right perspective. Man, though it is his
Nature to live in society (a family of families),
1S more valuable in himself than society
(conceived as a hypostatic entity). There can
be no just society that does not actively
acknowledge this principle. On the other
hand he cannot be a just man who does not
acknowledge that every other man is also
Valuable in himself and that the Law applies
€qually to all people and to the government or
Pljlnce, as Cooney, with Pope Leo, calls it
Without prejudice as to any particular form of
government,

l_“ this sense only are all men equal. The
liberal concept of equality is a meaningless
one, leading eventually to collectivism,
slavery, poverty and general social
breakdown, including in particular the
breakdown of marriage. This is the
philosophy (paradoxical as it might seem) of
socialism/communism. Tts opposite is laissez
faire capitalism, which in Leo’s time was
reducing large numbers of people to a poor
Proletariat condemned to apathy or
fevolution. In neither liberalism/socialism
Nor capitalism is there a prospect of long-term
Stability - or of justice for all.

The Purpose for which man was created was
10 be in a creative relationship of mutual
fesponsibility with others (his neighbours, as
Jesus called them) and to know and love God
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as he is known and loved by God. The living
of the moral life may not be impossible even
in the most adverse circumstances, but it is
actually facilitated only by a society in which
property is owned by all and guaranteed by
the Prince who is obedient to God’s Law.

A way of social organisation must be found
which is neither socialism nor capitalism -
nor, indeed some sort of intermediate
compromise position. Leo listed minimal
reforms to ameliorate the conditions of the
labouring classes, but above and beyond that
he urged the ending of a system that made for
people “a yoke little better than slavery itself”
and its replacement by “the elevation of the
proletarian into a proprietor”. (This latter
quotation is in Cooney’s words.) The Church
had a higher ambition for men than either
liberal/socialist or capitalist philosophers.
The Church’s function in this respect was to
keep the Prince to this just third way.

This, and an explosive statement in an
encyclical of Pope Pius XI, have never been
taken up in their fullness, but rather Leo’s
ameliorative ~ proposals  have  been
misrepresented as his final aims. Pius wrote:

“ .. not wealth alone is accumulated, but
immense power and despotic economic
domination are concentrated in the hands of a
few, who ... because they hold and control
money, also govern credit and determine its
allotment, ...so that no one can breathe against
their will.”

“Mr. Cooney goes on to suggest that this
longed-for third way has found secular
expression in the works, pre-eminently in
recent times, of Belloc and Chesterton, who
advanced the philosophy and policy of
Distributism, and C.H. Douglas, who not only
propounded his Social Credit but also pointed
out:

“Socialism was penetrated by various
subversive bodies and perverted into the exact
opposite of Distributism - Collectivism.”

thus establishing that he recognised that
Distributism and Social Credit are two forms
of the same thing. (In the text there is an
unfortunate misprint here. The dash before
“Collectivism” has become a hyphen,
suggesting, unfortunately and confusingly,
that Distributism and Collectivism are not
opposites and irreconcilable but some sort of

compound.)

The paper makes a sound philosophical
examination of all these matters and comes to

ten definite conclusions or proposals, all of
which should receive the widest possible
attention. The most difficult of them seems to
me to be the last:

“Tenth, the role of the Church as moral
guide, and where necessary, arbitrator,
between the State and citizens, and between
States, would be recognized, without
conceding any temporal power.”

“Note that I say difficult, not undesirable.
The question, I fear, would be, Which church?
and here I note a tendency in the paper to shift
about between “Christian” and “Catholic”.
For Leo this would mean the Roman Catholic
Church ideally, but he was practical enough to
acknowledge that in a sadly divided
Christendom there must be inter-church (and
indeed inter-faith) tolerance and where
possible agreement. Apart from the obvious
difficulties (for example, that rabid
Protestants hate the Pope and all that they
think he stands for) it strikes me that two
serious problems exist. One is that the
philosophy of Christian Socialism (to me, a
contradiction in terms) is deeply entrenched
among Anglican bishops and other clergy.
The other is that discipline appears to be
under strain in the Roman Catholic Church,
with open alliance between some priests, in
their situations, and ‘left-wing’ socialism; and
with many of the same manifestations of
liberal/egalitarian policy threatening order as
we find in other churches (demands for
women priests, “divorce, acceptance of
homosexualism etc.).

This is not to be taken as hostile criticism of
the paper. It is designed, I believe, as a
discussion document - and also to persuade all
Christians of the need for a religious,
philosophical, moral dimension in so-called
secular affairs; to persuade Social Crediters
that it is wrong to see Social Credit as a mere
financial mechanism; to bring Social Credit
and Distributism together; and to have the
Leonine philosophy studied in its entirety,
both inside and outside the Roman Catholic
Church.

I am with him all the way.

*It is realised that some Catholics object to the use
of “Roman”, and it is used here rot to give offence but for
the sake of clarity. Some Anglicans do not like to be
called “Protestants” (while others do) but they have 10 put
up with it.
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“BE HAPPY WITH

Y 3
o8 - WHAT YOU HAVE

Learning is listening to the tales of
life and experience.

Best classroom is the kitchen table,
when families gather for evening
meal. Conversation - serious or
laugh-laced can dance between every

twist of knife and fork.

Formal dining - outmoded by today’s
surrender to television - is denied.
Young occupants of bean bags, slump
and chew “takeaway’ junk food, with
knees tucked close to an untrained
mouth. Talk is limited to gulps -
“yep”, “nope”, “kinda”, “y’know”
and “sorta”. Liquid dribbles from a
metal can with ring-pull.

They need a stern sergeant-major to
Sit in line and retrieve lost battles of
table share,

I envy not the cardboard lunch packs
and the stove that is seldom warm.
Another  generation make
kitchens obsolete and limit hot water

to a power point switch.

will

Gladly, I closed eyes and drifted back
to the mealtime delights of glorious
Pre-war childhood.

Father said Grace and then asked
each child - “What did you do at
school today?” Every answer
involved memory and thinking a
mixture of words. “Oh, the school
bell didn’ ring properly - the free
milk arrived . . . . oh, I forgot, it was
@ wet morning and our overcoats and
rain hats were hung to dry on the peg
racks. Too wet to play marbles, and

the girls didnt Jjump rope.”

Heritage - Vol. 25 No. 95

by Neil McDonald

A brief silence while mother served a
roast dinner. Little stabs of talk. Dad
spoke of this day’s work on house
building, and Roy mentioned delay
through a bike tyre puncture. Roy
spoke of how nicer, real tea - “billy
tea” - tastes when brewed on a
ground fire of shavings and timber
off-cuts. “Tea leaves mix best with
boiling water when swung by the
arm, like a ferris wheel in full

revolution.”

Mum told us of a pleasant day,
shopping. Ideal place to catch up on
local news from customers waiting
their orders from butcher, baker and
grocer. Personal news items - “Flora
is in hospital - Glad'’s daughter is

learning piano.”

Family finished the meal with tasty
buttered scones. Time for homework,
or reading, or music practice - or
perhaps a listen to radio news or

serial?

Mother prepared tomorrow’s lunches.
There was order and method,
satisfaction and contentment. Soon,
each to bed with dawn delayed by the
milk vendor ladling a lidded billy-

can.

Sleep was often cushioned with a
bedtime story. No better way to feed
imagination than a gripping fairy tale.
A satisfying finale - “and they all
lived happily ever after,” cushioned
away fears and doubts. There was
always love and reassurance before a
‘tuck in’ and good night kiss - prelude
to light-dim and quietness.
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Our Australian Flag

“They want to change our flag”, he said,
with sad and misty eyes.
“The flag [ fought so proudly for
as I saw my cobbers die..

“We bore that flag in battle
as we marched to make a stand
To stem the tide of terror
And keep freedom for our land.”

“Why would they want to change our flag
of red and white and blue,
A flag that means so many things
To blokes like me and you?”

“It’s part of our great heritage,
a link with ages past,
And I feel both proud and humble
As it flutters from the mast.”

“That flag was borne so proudly
by the famous Desert Rats,
It was with us in the jungle
As we fought the stubborn Japs.”

“It bears the blood of Anzacs
who all loved it to a man,
And it travelled to Korea
And the hell of Vietnam.”

“Who are those folk?” the old chap said,
“Why aren’t they satisfied?
Why don’t they love the Aussie flag?
Why don’t they feel some pride?”

They cannot be Australians,
They can’t be Aussie’s sons,
They must be folk from somewhere else
Who speak with foreign tongues.

“Who won the war?” he softly said,
“Did our boys all die in vain?”
And he looked at me, bewildered,
While his face was lined with pain.

Then I watched that frail old Digger
As he shuffled on his way,
And my voice filled with emotion
As I bade to him, “Good-day”.

So I loathe the knockers of our flag,
Their motives I despise,
Our present flag is the only one
I’ll ever recognise.

Reg. No. VX36216 2/29
Batt, J.P. McKENZIE.

The "Old Digger" who inspired this poem was Bert Oliver who was once a POW. in
Japanese hands. He was saved from execution by the dropping of the bomb on
Hiroshima. Bert raises the flag every morning at his Blackwood home.
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