


God bless

, Christmas

With most of the nations of the world fully occupied this Christmastime in shredding each
other, hating each other, lecturing each other, and ripping each other off, while the
Australia at dissmpowered of their people stagger starving, homeless and unwanted from one crisis to
the next, we are once again overawed by God's goodness to us here, in Australia. We
celebrate the birth of His Son this Christmas with immense gratitude and praise,
remembering our multitude of blessings. We humbly ask His covering for Heritage in the
coming year, praying that our readers will be uplifted and inspired by our contributing
writers, historians, poets and artists, and that we will be faithful and courageous stewards of
the vineyard in which He has called us to work.
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The Australian Heritage Society

The Australian Heritage Society was launched in Melbourne on 18th
September, 1971 at an Australian League of Rights Seminar. It was clear
that Australia’s heritage is under increasing attack from all sides:
spiritual, cultural, political and constitutional. A permanent body was
required to ensure that young Australians were not cut off from their true
heritage and the Heritage Society assumed that role in a number of ways.

The Australian Heritage Society welcomes people of all ages to join in its
programme for the regencration of the spirit of Australia. To value the
great spiritual realities that we have come to know and respect through
our heritage, the virtues of patriotism, of integrity and love of truth,
pursuit of goodness and beauty. and unselfish concern for other people -
to maintain a love and loyalty for those values.

Young Australians have a real challenge before .lhem.
The Australian Heritage Society, with your support, can give the
necessary lead in building a better Australia.

“Our heritage today is the fragments gleanced from p.ast ages; the
heritage of tomorrow - good or bad - will be determined by your
actions today.”
SIR RAPHAEL CILENTO
First Patron of the Australian Heritage Socicty
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FRONT COVER Tranquil Winter (1895) is the title of the painting by Walter Withers on our front cover. a little-known representation of l!le Sc.hof“ from
then-rural Heidelberg outside Melbourne. The farmhouse and cow paddock was at Heidelberg itself. The work is said to have been much admired in its da?“
1901. Australian Life at Federation (reviewed by Larry Noye in this issue) rightly credits it with being "distinctly Australian, bringing back the memory of aromatic
gum trees, fragrant grass and the dewy freshness of a bright winter day." English-born Withers became a leading Melbourne painter and teacher. We ch09§c it for our
front cover for its closc resemblance to the paddocks surrounding the Butler home, "Runnymede” at Panton Hill. not so far from Heidelberg. and famllliar to ma[Ty
friends and supporters of our third “citizen of the century" featured in this issue. Famous Australian artist Paul Fitzgerald completed the oil painting of Eric Butler in
1954, The Fitzgerald family have roots in the Social Credit movement. The stunning photo portrait of Elma Butler completes our front cover.







































VERY sovereign nation on

earth flies its own National
Flag, the symbol of the country,
of the people and of the ideals
and heliefs that those people live
by and proclaim.

Our flag evolved from an open, world-
wide competition in 1901. It attracted
32,823 entries and five equal winners
were declared. The first-named winner
was Western Australia's own Annie
Dorrington, who was born in England in
1866 and died in Perth in 1926. In 1998
her unmarked grave at Karrakatta was
discovered by the Australian National Flag
Association and is now adorned with a
befitting memoriai. This grave has been
included as part of the Karrakaita
Cemctery Historical Walk Trail. (See
Heritage Vol. 24, No. 92).

For the Australian people, the Australian
National Flag is profoundly symbolic - it
is their Chief National Symbol. The
beautiful blue flag was officially flown for
the first time "aloft and free", at the Royal
Exhibition Building in Melbourne on 3rd
September 1901. The unfurling was
performed by the Countess of Hopetoun,
the wife of our first Governor General,
The Earl of Hopetoun, in the presence of
our first Prime Minister, The Hon.
Edmund Barton.

In 1996 the Governar General, Sir William
Patrick Deane, acting on the advice of the
Federal Bxecutive Council, declared 3rd
September to be designated Australian
National Flag Day.

The 3rd of September 2001 was the 100th
anniversary of the first time the flag was
officially flown.

The Australian National Flag Association
was formed in 1983 with the strong
backing of the RSL. The Association
exists in all states and is primarily focused
on retaining the Nation's chief symbol in
its present form, and protecting it from the
constant barrage of threats to change it. It
is the belief of the Association that,
whether or not this country becomes a
Republic, our proud 100-year-old flag
should never change.
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THE AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL FLAG

By BERT LANE
President of the Australian National Flag Association WA (Inc),
PO Box 7603 Cloisters Square, Perth 6850.

Telephone (08) 9321 7406 or Fax 9321 7007.
We welcome your support.

Readers of this article may be aware that
some of the so-called rich and famous in
our society are working very hard to have
our flag changed - for some inexplicable
reason. However, we at the Australian
National Flag Association are working
very hard on behalf of loyal and decent
Australians to counter future threats
against the flag of our glorious free
country.

The "Change the Flag" lobby, as part of the
propaganda campaign, will try to tell you
that Australia never had a flag until 1953.
Well, when you look at the flag you are
indeed looking at one hundred years of
Australian history in war and peace.

« This is the flag that King Edward VII and
the then Governor-General, The Earl of
Hopetoun, proclaimed in 1903 as The Flag
of the Commonwealth of Australia.

« This is the flag that was gazetted again in
1909 as the Flag of the Commonwealth of
Australia.

« This is the flag that was gazetted again in
1934 as the Flag of the Commonwealth of
Australia.
» This is the flag legislated in the Flags Act
1953 as the Flag of the Commonwealth of
Australia.

* This is the flag that was camied on the
battlefields of WWI.

« This is the flag that was carried by
Chaplain Merrington of Emmanuel
College and raised above his tent in
Gallipoli and France in WWI, and which is
now carefully preserved in College
archives.

» This is the flag that was raised at the
Battle of Polygon Wood 20th September
1917 by Lt. AVL. Hull of the 18th
Battalion after the capture of a German
pill-box.  Subsequently Sergeant B.
Bateson of the 26th Battalion placed a
second flag thereon.

« This is the flag that is now raised every
morning at the fittle school in Villers-
Bretonneux in France in memory of the

thousands of Australians who  were
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casualties when freeing the village from
the Germans in 1917.

¢ This is the flag camed by Sir John
Monash's lance bearer in the historic
march of 5000 Australian troops through
London on ANZAC Day 1919 - the flag
that now resides in the Australian War
Memorial.

= This is the flag that was flown over our
first Parliament House in Melbourne, then
in Canberra in 1927, and now over our
new Parliament House in Canberra on its
flagpole.

» This is the flag that covered the coffin of
The Unknown Soldier as he was laid to
rest in old Parliament House and now lies
at the Australian War Memorial,

* This is the flag that drapes the cofiin of
all ex-servicemen as they are borne to their
last resting place.

» This is the flag that was flying at the
Residency in Darwin when it was bombed
by the Japanese on the 19th February
1942, 1t was riddled with bullets, the first
flag damaged by enemy action on
Australian soil. It was taken south for
safety, but brought back for the peace
ceremony in 1946, flanked on one side by
the flag that flew at Villers-Bretonneux in
1517, and on the other side by the flag
flown by HMAS Sydney when it destroyed
the Italian Cruiser Bartolomeo Colleoni in
the Mediter-ranean in 1940,

» This is the flag that was raised by Sgt
Derrick on a shell-torn tree at Sattelberg in
1945. Sgt Derrick was later awarded the
VC.

* This is the flag that was raised over
Kokoda, Lae, Buna, Gona and other towns

in New Guinea as they were retaken from
the Japanese in WWII.

* This is the flag commemorated on 2
special plague at Lae which reads "Here
on 16th September 1943 the Australian
raised by the

National Flag was

Commander 25th Australian Infantry
Battalion to mark the capture of this

important base from the Japanesc”.




































Canopus; but the enemy again jammed
her messages, and only after several
hours did she get in touch with her sister
ship. At length they fell in with each
other, and steamed in company
southward, threaded the wild, glacier-
fringed Strait of Magellan, and in due
time reached Stanley Harbour, in the
wind-swept Falkland Isles.

This disastrous sea fight will go down to
history as the Battle of Coronel, for the
little Chilian port of Coronel was the
nearest place to the stretch of wild
waters in which the Good Hope and the
Monmouth went down. We shall never
learn the full details of the action, for
those who played the leading part in it
on the British side are no more. The
Germans have called their victory “the
fairest sea fight of the war.” No more
misleading description can be imagined
- even in Germany. The enemy had
swifter, better armed, and more heavily
armoured ships than we had, and his
victory was due to superior speed and
greater gun power.

Captain Luce tells us that “nothing could
have been more admirable than the
conduct of the officers and men
throughout. Though it was most trying
to receive a great volume of fire without
the chance of returning it adequately, all
kept perfectly cool. There was no wild
firing, and discipline was the same as at
battle practice. . . . The serious reverse
sustained has entirely failed to impair
the spirit of officers and ship’s company,
and it is our unanimous wish to meet the
enemy again as soon as possible.” We
need no assurance that on that dread
November day our tars fought and died
as Britons are wont to do.

* ¥k %k k %

The Falkland Islands lie some three
hundred miles to the east of the Strait of
Magellan. They were discovered by
John Davis, the Arctic explorer, as far
back as 1592, but were first settled by
the French in 1764. Seven years later
they became British. The group consists
of two large islands and of about one
hundred islets, rocks, and sandbanks.
The two large islands are East Falkland
and West Falkland, and the only town of
importance is Stanley, in the north-east
of the former island. Berkeley Sound
and Port William are the two most
important sounds in East Falkland.
Stanley Harbour, on which the capital
stands, is a large, safe, and easily entered
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inlet of Port William.

If New Zealand may be said to be the
most English of all British possessions,
the Falkland Islands are certainly the
most Scottish. In appearance they
resemble the Outer Hebrides, and a large
part of the population is of Scottish
descent. The winters are cold and misty,
but not very severe. So violent are the
winds that tennis and croquet can only
be played on sheltered grounds, and
unless walls are erected the cabbages in
the gardens are blown clean out of the
soil. There is only one real tree on the
islands, and that stands in the governor’s
garden. Penguins are so numerous on
the smaller islands and in the lagoons,
that the governor is sometimes
nicknamed King of the Penguin Islands.
The total population is about 2,300, and
the people are mainly occupied in sheep-
farming and seafaring. The colony is
prosperous, and Stanley, which has a
wireless installation, is a refitting and
coaling station for ships rounding Cape
Horn.

When the Canopus and the Glasgow
reached Port Stanley, and the defeat off
Coronel became known, great was the
alarm of the colonists. They felt sure
that the victorious German squadron
was about to swoop down on the islands.
Their alarm was increased when the two
British battleships were ordered by
wireless to proceed to Rio de Janeiro,
where they were to be repaired.

One morning the church and dockyard
bells pealed out an alarm; the lookout on
the hill above the town had sighted a
cruiser, cleared for action, and making
straight for the wireless station. The
volunteers paraded; non-combatants
streamed out of the place, and all waited
for the firing to begin. Signals were
exchanged between the vessel and the
shore, and the colonists breathed freely
once more. It was a false alarm. The
newcomer was not a German cruiser, but
the Canopus.

Obeying orders, she and the Glasgow
had made for Rio de Janeiro, but when
two days from that port she had been
instructed to return to Stanley, for a
reason which we shall learn later. She
came about at once, and tried to get into
touch with the wireless station. As she
could not do so, she concluded that the
Germans had raided the island, and
destroyed the wireless station. Decks
were immediately cleared for action; the

guns were loaded and trained; and with
every man at his post, ready to fight the
whole of von Spee’s squadron if
necessary, the Canopus steered into

Stanley Harbour. You can easily
imagine the relief of the colonists when
they discovered that the newcomer was
a friend and not a foe.

Von Spee was a victor, but even while
celebrating his victory he knew that his
hours were numbered. He was well
aware that the British would take good
care to send an overpowering squadron
against him, and that there would be
only one end to the battle which could
not be long delayed. It is said that when
the German colony at Valparaiso gave a
banquet to the admiral in honour of his
victory, the steps near the door of the
hall were strewn with flowers. Von Spee
noticed them, and said, “I think you had
better keep these for my grave; they may
be wanted.” He spoke the simple truth:
they were wanted - in less than forty
days.

Heritage gratefully acknowledges provision of
this material by Mr. Ray King of Westem Australia.

HE HISTORY of Australia is highlighted

with the names of men and women
who have each played an illustrious part in
the founding of a great nation ...
Yet, whilst paying tribute to these great
Australians, we must never forget those
thousands of unsung pioneers whose toil
and courage made the positive course of
their country's history possible ... those
men and women who shook forever the
dust of an old civilisation from their feet
and ventured into a new world to found a
new heritage: “Australia”.

An Australian
Symphony

Not as the songs of athen lands
Ko song shall be,
Where dim hev purple share-tine stands
HAlbove the sea!
HAs enst she stood, she stands alone;
Hov inspiration is hew oun.
Frony sunliv plains to mangrove shands
Wt as the sony of othev lands
Hev song shall, be.

George Essex Evans
1863-1301
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Serious Pleasures
THE PIRATES OF PENSANT

Dewi Hopkins
Gild of Saint George, 15 Rhosfryn, Bangor,

LL57 2DL £2 post free in UK A5, papers,
26 pages

HE clue to this latest collection by Dewi Hopkins, is to be
found in the last stanza of the Prologue:

"There surely can't be much less glad
Or so, at least, it seems to me
Few things more comically sad
Than pleasures indulged too seriously"

The two major poems in the collection are both long narratives, a
favourite medium for Dewi Hopkins. The first Pendennis seems
counter-allusive to Dylan Thomas's "Under Milk Wood", a
response, but not in kind. "Pendennis," the home of "Captain”
Elgar Evans, could not be more different to Captain Cat's, but then
we find that Elgar isn't a captain; has never been to sea. The house
in some ways is a monument to a dead brother who did go to sea.
It is also a compensation for Elgar's lost youth. There is too, the
great mystery (an all-consuming one in Wales, where, under Welsh
law cousins up to the ninth degree had a claim on an estate) of
where Elgar "got the money." Rumour has it that he peculated it,
and it turns out that he did, but gave what he stole to Chapel. There
is something darker in the poem than in G.K. Chesterton's "Man
Alive" where the hero, Innocent Smith, sets off round the world for
the happiness of returning home to his wife. I would say it is an
ironic double revenge upon the Chapel, first of the donation of
dishonest money and then of a subtly flaunted outrage upon Chapel
mores, which is not an outrage at all, but merely the mirth of
(lawful) husband and wife. But possibly these speculations are all
completely wrong. Perhaps Cap'n Elgar is just mad?

The second long poem, “The Golden Harp," appears straight
forward -- the story of choirs competing in a local Eisteddfod
before an English adjudicator. The star choir expects to win, but to
make doubly sure they have their main rival disqualified on a
technicality -- one more choristor than allowed. They reap what is
sown when the adjudicator, aware of what is going on, bumps them
down to second place. The poem is a criticism of the Welsh,
endorsing Cromwell's comment, "Treason is not a crime in Wales,
it is a way of life."

Three poems from the Welsh of Eifion Wyn follow, "January,"
which captures the cold, "August" which celebrates high summer
and "September,” the crowned month, followed by Part II of a
short essay "On Reading a Poem."
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Out of China

CHALLENGES AND HOPES:
STORIES FROM THE CATHOLIC
CHURCH IN CHINA

John Tong

A5, laminated papers 50 pages £2.50 incl. p&p from ACN. 1
Times Square, Sutton, Surrey, SMI ILF. AUSTRALIA: $5 from ACN
PO. Box 6245, Blackiown DC, NSW 2148; USA: $8, from:
ACN 378 Broome St, New York, NY 10013-3706, USA.

HIS is a beautiful book, filled with mildness, patience,

meekness and fortitude, but most of all, Hope. The author,
Bishop John Tong, has clearly suffered greatly but no word of
complaint drops from his pen, he even, unconsciously, though
perhaps wisely, refers to the Communist seizure of power in China
by its official designation of "the Liberation". His story is of the
miracles of grace that have not only marked the survival of the
Church in China, but its growth and spread in spite of "Dungeon,
fire and sword".
In relating these events Bishop Tong follows the pattern of the
seven miracles in St. John's Gospel and of the six petitions of the
Lord's Prayer. The fifth event is perhaps the most striking of all.
“Imagine a small, dark dungeon with a narrow concrete table in the
middle of it. The room is flooded so that only the table is above the
water level. The guards take two stubborn prisoners who need to
be taught a lesson and put them on the table every morning. The
prisoners sit on the concrete, back to back with no space to move
until bedtime. After 40 days the men should either be crazy or
ready to sign any confession, if they have not already fallen into
the water and drowned." Bishop Tong goes on to relate how a
priest and another prisoner were put in the dungeon. The priest
decided to meditate but his companion cursed and complained all
day. Eventually he was impressed by the priest's serenity and
began to question him. The priest explained the Gospel and
eventually the man said, "Here is water, what is to prevent me from
being baptized?"
To illustrate the petition "Forgive us our trespasses......... Bishop
Tong recalls the Christian professor of English who was targeted
for torture by the Red Guards. Years passed and the professor,
releasted .from prison, was placed in charge of the TOEFL
examination, necessary for acceptance by U.S. universities. On the
day ‘of the exam. the waiting room was filled with anxious
candidates and their equally nervous parents, most of whom where
party cadres and former Red Guards. "The professor came out to
call the students, and made eye contact with some of those who had
torturc.ed him. They recognized each other. The parents were in
de.spalr." To their amazement the professor graded their children
fairly and many of them passed. Some came to him to thank him
for his forgiveness, they became friends and later some of them
were baptized.
Tl'le a§ton|shing thing is that the Church in China, far from
xlitllll;)!;l‘ngmavv]agy‘l;nder persem.ni.on has actually grown, from three

ion to ten million today, with three thousand
seminarians.

For the future, Bishop Tong sees hope. It is not the Church but the
Communist Party which will wither awa
prqsp'erity, for prosperity and socialism are mutually incompatible.
ThlS. is the chief challenge to the Church in China - can it fill the
coming vacuum? If Bishop Tong's spirit is general - It Can!

y under the impact of
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