
































AUSTRALIAN MEDALS & AWARDS

Australian Antarctic Medal o
(AAM)

This award was established in

1987 to recognise outstanding service
by people connected with Australian
Antarctic expeditions. The Australian
Antarctic Medal replaced the British
Polar Medal and its variations which date
back to 1857 for service in the Arctic and
Antarctic regions.

Each Australian Antarctic Medal is
differentiated by a date bar indicating the
period of service in the Antarctic. A person
receiving a subsequent award of the Medal
wears a further appropriate date bar on the
ribbon or the original insignia.

Recipients of the Medal are entitled to
use the post-nominal letters “AAM”™.

Awards of the Australian Antarctic
Medal are announced in a special
Midwinter’s Day honours list each year.
This day is of special significance to
Antarctic expeditioners.

The Governor-General makes awards of
the medal on the recommendation of the
Commonwealth Minister responsible for
the Antarctic Territory.

COMMEMORATIVE

80th Anniversary Armistice
Remembrance Medal

On 11 Nov. 1998 the Prime
Minister the HonJohn Howard MP
announced that the government
would recommend to The Queen that a
special commemorative medal would be
struck for all surviving Australian World
War I veterans who commemorated the
80th anniversary of the armistice that
ended the Great War. The Queen approved
the Medal design and regulations on
7 January 1999 and it became the first
commemorative medal in the Australian
system of honours and awards.

The Medal was manufactured in
record time which enabled all surviving
veterans to be personally presented with
their Medals prior to Anzac Day 1999 by
cither the Prime Minister, the Minister for
Veterans' Affairs or other members of the
government. In all, only 70 Medals were
presented to veterans who are a living
reminder to all Australians of the conflict
that gave birth to the Anzac tradition and
marked Australia’s nationhood on the
world stage.

The Medal’s design features on the
obverse the statue of the “Bullecourt
Digger” and the reverse depicts the apt
words “LEST WE FORGET” surrounded
by a spray of wattle. The ribbon colours
of red and black mirror those of the
poppy flower worn as a mark of respect
by so many Australians each year on
Remembrance Day.

Australian Sports Medal

The Prime Minister John
Howard announced on 3l
December 1998 the creation of

an Australian Sports Medal. The Medal
is a commemorative medal awarded
during the year 2000, as Sydney hosted
the Olympic and Paralympic Games. The
Medal was not restricted to athletes and
others connected with the Games.

The Medal recognised a cross-section
of those whose efforts have made Australia
a nation of sporting excellence. These
include former competitors and those who
have provided the support base of sport,
for example, coaches, sports scientists,
office holders, and those who maintain
sports facilities and provide transport

The majority of Medals presented
were awarded to persons following their
nomination by the sports community
itself. Peak sports bodies recognised
or funded by the Australian Sports
Commission were given quotas according
to a formula based on the number of their
registered competitors. All Australian
parliamentarians were able to nominate
persons from any sport enabling other
persons whose contribution transcended
one area of sporting activity to be
recognised. Over 18,000 Australian Sports
Medals were progressively distributed and
presented during the year 2000.

The Medal design symbolises Australian
sport with imagery of a partial view of the
Australian Sports Stadium and a sky filled
with the stars of the Southern Cross. The
reverse repeats the stadium design with the
numeral “2000". The ribbon’s colours are
Australia’s national (and sporting) colours
of green and gold.

The Medal provided a wonderful
opportunity for the nation to honour
many of those Australians which the
sports community regards as having made
a significant contribution to Australian
sport as players or in a support role.

The Australian Sports Medal does not
carry post-nominals.

Centenary Medal
The Centenary Medal was 3
announced by the Prime Minister (B3

on 28 December 2001. The Medal
was created to honour living persons who
have made a contribution to Australian
society or government. This includes those
Australians who have lived through our
first century of federation (“Centenarians™),
and others who have made a contribution
to the nation or their locality

The Medal will enable the community
to thank those who have made Australia’s
first hundred years as a federal nation such
a great success and who have laid solid
foundations for Australia’s future. The
award of the medal to them will be a fitting
acknowledgement from the nation of their
long contribution to Australia.

Designed by Balarinji, Sydney, the medal
features a seven-pointed Commonwealth
Star, representing the six Australian
states, with the seventh point representing

Australia’s territories. At the centre of the
Star is an indigenous styling of Aboriginal
traditions at the heart of the continent.
The colours in the ribbon are crimson for
Federation (Sir Henry Parkes “the crimson
thread of kinship”) and blue and gold for
the beginning of the 2Ist Century. The
seven gold and red lines represent the
pathways to federation of the states. There
are 100 dots around the outer edge of each
of the obverse and reverse symbolising100
years of federation.

“Centenarians”, namely Australian
citizens born on or before 31 December
1901 and who lived to celebrate the
centenary of federation on 1 January 2001,
have an entitlement to the Medal.

Anniversary of National Service

1951-1972 Medal
On 26 April 2001, the Prime
Minister announced the

Anniversary of National Service 1951
- 1972 Medal. The Medal was created to
recognise the service of more than 300,000

national servicemen between 1951 and
1972.

The Medal is a way to publicly
acknowledge those who played such
an important role in the defence of our
nation through the two post-war national
service schemes. Of the 325,800 national
servicemen over the 2l-year period, 187
gave their lives on active service and some
1,500 were wounded.

The Medal joins the honours and medals
awarded to full and part-time members of
the Australian Defence Force, both current
and former. These include gallantry
and bravery decorations, distinguished,
conspicuous and meritorious service
decorations, service and campaign medals
and commemorative medals.

LONG SERVICE AWARDS

Detence Long Service Awards

The following three medals were
established in 1982 to replace the National
Medal in recognising 15 years’ diligent
service in the Defence Force:

Defence Force Service Medal

Awarded to all full-time service
personnel.

Reserve Force Decoration (RFD)

Awarded to Reserve Force officers.

Reserve Force Medal

Awarded to Reserve Force other
ranks.

The Reserve Force Decoration is the
only long service medal with a post-
nominal entitlement - RFD. A clasp is
awarded for each additional 5 years’
qualifying service.

The Chief of the Defence Force makes
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The Order of the Bath

The Most Honourable Order of the Bath
was established in 1399 and revived in
1725. In 1815 the Order was extended from
two to three classes.

The Order has a Civilian and a Military
Division and appointment of females is
possible. It is mainly awarded to senior
military officers for services in action and
to people who give distinguished service
at senior levels in political and government
service.

The motto is ‘Tria Juncto in Uno]..."Three
joined into One”. The ribbon is of crimson
for all three classes.

Since 1901 some 30 Australians have
been appointed to the Civil Division and
169 to the Military Division.

The Order of St Michael and St George

The Most Distinguished Order of St
Michael and St George was founded in
1818. It was established to give recognition
to British subjects who have served abroad
or within the British Commonwealth. It
was also used during WW I to acknowledge
military exploits. There are three classes of
award.

The motto is Auspicium Melioris Aevi...
"Token of a Better Age”. The ribbon is
saxon blue with a central scarlet stripe.

Australians have been recognised in all
three classes with a total of 990 awards.

The Royal Victorian Order

This Order was founded in 1896 by
Queen Victoria to give recognition to
those who have rendered outstanding
service to the Sovereign or to the Royal
Family. The awards are in the personal gift
of the Sovereign.

The Order has one division with five
classes of awards including a Medal of the
Order. The ribbon is blue with thin stripes
of white and red on each edge.

Australians have received awards at all
levels, totalling 459.

Although most traditional awards are no
longer available to Australians, the Royal
Victorian Order continues to be available
and may be made following a Royal
Visit to Australia or in acknowledgment
of exceptional service to Vice Regal
representatives.

The Order of Merit

Established in 1902 to acknowledge
distinguished service in cultural activities
- art, drama, music and literature. May also
be awarded to senior officers of the armed
services for exceptionally distinguished
service in wartime.

The Order consists of the Sovereign and
up to 24 members in a single class and
includes a civil and a military division.
The ribbon features two equal stripes of
blue and crimson.

Four Australians have been or currently
are members of the Order, including,

Sir Macfarlane Burnett, Lord Florey, Sir
Sydney Nolan and Dame Joan Sutherland.

The Order of the British Empire

This Order was formed in 1917 to
reward service to the British Empire in the
United Kingdom and abroad. Originally
having only a civil division, a military
division was added in 1918 to acknowledge
distinguished military service of a non-
combative nature.

The Orderhas five classes of appointment
in each division and a medal of the Order.
In descending order, the classes are:

Grand Cross (GB)

Knights and Dames Commander (KCB
and DCB)

Commanders (CBE)

Officers (OBE)

Members (MBE) and

Medal BEM (see added note below).

Originally the ribbon for the civil
division was purple with military division
awards identified with a central scarlet
stripe, however in 1937, this was altered
to a rose pink ribbon with light grey edges
with an additional central light grey stripe
for the military division awards.

The military division medal was
discontinued in 1922 and replaced by
the Medal of the Order for Meritorious
Service (BEM) and the Medal of the
Order for Gallantry (EGM). The latter was
replaced in 1940 with the establishment of
the George Cross/George Medal awards.
Note: The Medal for Meritorious Service
could also be awarded for gallantry (as
could be the CBE, OBE and MBE) with,
from 1957, an added emblem for the ribbon
in the form of a silver oak leaf to identify
use as an award for gallantry. Use of this
medal to acknowledge gallantry ceased in
1974 with the establishment of the Queen’s
Gallantry Medal. Use of the BEM in the
military division ceased in 1993.

Australians figure prominently at all

levels in the awards made with some
16,900 recipients.

The Order of the Companion
of Honour

Instituted in 1917 to reward nationally
important service in Great Britain and its
Dominions. It has only a single class and is
limited to 65 members. The post-nominal
is CH.

The ribbon of the Order is a bright red
with the edges defined with gold thread.

The limited membership availability
and its access by the Dominions meant
that a quota system per country applies.
In Australia, most appointees were Prime
Ministers and Deputy Prime Ministers
excepting those from the Labor Party.
The last Australian appointment was
in 1982 to the Hon D Anthony, then
Deputy Prime Minister of Australia.
Further appointments are unlikely
because, in accord with the wishes of the
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Sovereign, Australia has ceased making
recommendations for Imperial awards.

Since 1928, 14 appointments were made
including one to the Rev P Clayton, the
founder of Toc H and another to Essington
Lewis, a prominent industrialist.

The Knights Bachelor

By far, this is the most frequently
awarded Knighthood made available
to the community with 936 Australians
distinguished in this way since 1901.

The origins of appointment as a Knight
Bachelor reach back into medieval history.
It is not within an Order of Honour as are
other knighthoods. The distinction dies
with the holder.

Knights Bachelor are appointed to
give recognition in any sphere of action
or achievement. Women may not be
appointed as Knights.

Persons appointed as Knights Bachelor
are entitled to be addressed as “Sir” but
there is no post-nominal entitlement. The
wife of a Knight may use the title “Lady".

The ribbon is of scarlet with yellow
borders and the badge features a design
featuring a central sword and a pair of
spurs. This insignia is relatively recent,
dating from 1926.

Th; last appointment of an Australian as
a Knight Bachelor was in 1989.

The Sea Gallantry Medal

‘Originally instituted in 1866, then
discontinued with the introduction of
the Albert Medal. Reinstated in 1876 to
acknowledge acts of gallantry not quite to
the standards of the Albert Medal.

Administered by the British Board of
Trade. Awards:d for saving life from British
or foreign shipwrecks or for the rescue of
life from British vessels.

Last awarded in 1973, the ribbon is of

light red with narrow white stripes at each
edge.

In 1912 the Medal was awarded to five
Australians who fought a fire aboard a

ship carrying explosives at Port Adelaide
in 1910.

The Albert Medal

Originated in 1866 and created
in two separate classes for gallantry,
distinguishing between the saving of life
on land from the saving of life at sea.

The level was determined on the basis
that the Gold level was for acts of extreme
or heroic daring with the Bronze levels for

incidents that did not deserve the Gold
level.

The rib'bon varies according to the level
and location of the incident as follows:

Gold Sea - Blue with four red stripes
Bronze Sea - Blue with two white stripes
Gold Land - Red with four white stripes
Bronze Land - Red with two white stripes

The Gold levels were discontinued in
1945, replaced by the George Cross.
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The Albert Medal has been awarded to
27 Australians; 17 Bronze Sea, 2 gold Land
and 8 Bronze Land. The last Australian
Albert Medal was awarded in 1969.

In 1971 all living holders of the Albert
Medal were deemed to be persons
awarded the George Cross (regardless of
level or location of incident) and the Albert
Medals were requested to be returned to
the British authorities, to be replaced by
the insignia of the George Cross.

The Edward Medal

Instituted in 1907 as a medal to
recognise the saving, or attempt to save
life in mines or quarries. In 1909 the
range of eligibility was extended to take in
incidents in industry.

Established with two classes, with the
insignia being in silver for the upper level
and bronze for the lower.

The ribbon is the same for each of the
four variations, being dark blue with a
narrow yellow stripe at each edge.

Eight Australians have been awarded
the Edward Medal; 3 silver and 4 bronze
for incidents in mines and 1 bronze for
industry.

The last award of the Edward Medal was
in 1924.

Like the Albert Medal, living holders
of the Edward Medal were asked in 1971
to return the insignia in exchange for the
insignia of the George Cross which they
had been deemed to have won in lieu.

The Queen’s (King’s) Commendation for
Brave Conduct

Instituted in 1939 to acknowledge brave
acts by civilians and members of the
military in non-warlike circumstances
during a time of war or in peacetime
where the action would not otherwise be
recognized by an existing award. In 1954
it became the Queen’s Commendation for
Brave Conduct.

There is no ribbon, but the award was
evidenced by a certificate and in the first
stages, by a gold and red coloured badge
bearing the design of a sword in a wreath,
surmounted by a crown. The badge was
replaced at a later stage by another badge
- in the form a silver oak leaf for civilians
and a bronze oak leaf for the military - the
leaves being attached to the ribbon of the
War Medal or Defence Medal if held by the
recipient.

The Commendation has been a\»{afded
to 405 Australians including 286 civilians.

The award was discontinued . for
Australians in 1982 and is ef_fectlvely
replaced by the Commendation for
Brave Conduct in the Australian Bravery
Decorations.
The George Cross

Created in 1940 by King George V to
recognize bravery of the highest order
by civilians and members of the armed
forces. regardless of rank, in peacetime.

The George Cross ranks second only to
the Victoria Cross in the Order of Wearing
of medals.

The ribbon is plain dark blue and
the ribbon bar is distinguished by the
placement of a small replica of the cross
at the centre.

Between 1940 and 1972, when the last
George Cross awarded to an Australian
was presented, 14 Crosses were awarded,
5 of this total going to civilians. This
total does not include substitutions of the
George Cross for the Albert Medal and the
Edward Medal carried out in 1971.

The George Medal

Instituted in 1940 as a second level to
the George Cross. It is awarded for acts of
bravery in a non-war setting by civilians
and members of the armed services
involving circumstances of extreme danger
where military honours are not otherwise
available.

The ribbon is of crimson with five
equally spaced narrow blue vertical
stripes.

The last award to an Australia was in
1982 representing the 118th awarded to
Australians since 1940. Forty-nine of the
118 awarded were presented to civilians.
Uniquely, three former members of the
Royal Australian Navy won the George
Medal a second time (known as a Bar to
the George Medal) as did one civilian.

The Queen’s Gallantry Medal

This medal was instituted in 1974 to
recognise those who perform exemplary
acts of bravery whether as a civilian or as
a member of the military where military
awards for gallantry are not available.

The ribbon is of three equal stripes of
dark blue, pearl grey and dark blue with a
narrow rose pink stripe in the centre.

Forty Australians have been awarded
the Queen’s Gallantry Medal (QGM)
which have been superseded by Australian
Bravery Decorations. The last award to an
Australian was in 1982,

The Royal Red Cross

Instituted in 1883, the Royal Red
Cross was the first example of an Order
exclusively for women. Men became
eligible only in 1976.

Awarded to members of the officially
recognised nursing services without
restriction to rank who have ‘shown
exceptional devotion or competency in
performance of nursing duties with the
Army in the field, or in Naval and Military
or Air Force hospitals or in an Auxiliary War
hospital over a continuous or long period or
who has performed some exceptional act of
bravery or devotion to the post of duty’

Awarded in two levels - First Class with
post-nominal RRC and for a lesser degree
of service in a Second Class (known as the
Associate) with post-nominal ARRC.
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The ribbon for both classes is of dark
blue edged with crimson.

From 1901 until the last award of this
decoration to an Australian was made in
1982, there were 87 awards of the RRC
plus 2 bars to the RRC, and 258 awards of
the ARRC in all major conflicts in which
Australia has been involved.

The Distinguished Service Order

Instituted in 1886 originally for military
officers only for ‘distinguished services
under fire or under conditions equivalent to
service in actual combat with the enemy’. In
1994 the award was opened to all ranks for
‘command and leadership’.

Recipients are entitled to use the post-
nominal DSO after their name.

The ribbon is of crimson with dark blue
edges.

From 1901 to 1972, when the last
Australian to receive the DSO was
announced, 1,018 Australians were
awarded this medal over the major
conflicts, along with 70 first Bars and a
single second Bar.

The Distinguished Conduct Medal
Created in 1854, discontinued in 1993.

Awarded to non-commissioned
officers and other ranks of the Army for
‘distinguished conduct in action in the field’
From 1942 members of the Navy and the
Air Force were eligible for service on the
ground.

The ribbon is of crimson with a dark
blue central stripe about one-third of the
width of the ribbon.

The last award to an Australian was
made in 1972 arising from the Vietnam
War.

Since the Boer War, the Medal has been
awarded to 2071 members of the Army and
3 members of the Air Force. Thirty first
Bars have been awarded, all to members
of the Army. The majority of the Bars came
from incidents in the First World War.

The Military Cross

Instituted in December 1914 and
originally intended for lower ranking
Army officers (Captain or less) and
Warrant Officers for ‘distinguished and
meritorious services! The award carries the
post-nominal initials MC.

In 1916 the award was extended to
similar ranks of the Navy and Air Force
but only for World War 1. Subsequently
in 1931 the Cross was extended to lower
ranked Air Force Officers for actions on
the ground.

In 1920 the reason for the award was
changed to be for ‘distinguished services
in action’.

In 1953 the ceiling rank for availability
was extended to Majors and to all ranks in
1993 with the discontinuation of the other
ranks counter part the Military Medal.
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The ribbon is of three equal stripes of
white, rich purple and white.

Australians figure prominently among
recipients, particularly from World War
1, with 2,403 awards, 170 first Bars and 4
second Bars. In total between 1901 and
1972, Australians were awarded 2,930
Military Crosses, with 188 first Bars and
4 second Bars.

The Military Medal

Created in 1916 for other ranks in the
Army to correspond with the Military
Cross instituted two years earlier, but
eventually back dated in availability to
1914. Awarded to other ranks for ‘acts of
gallantry and devotion to duty under fire’.

In 1916, the Medal was extended to other
ranks of the Navy serving in France, but
only for actions in World War 1. In 1931,
the availability of the Medal was extended
to other ranks of the Air Force for gallant
conduct on the ground.

Discontinued in 1993 when the Military
Cross was made available to all ranks.

The ribbon is principally of dark blue
with three white and two crimson vertical
stripes in the central third.

Australians have won a very large
number of Medals in the campaigns to
1972 when the last award to an Australian
was made. 11,038 Medals were award
to Army personnel and 14 to Air Force
members. 478 first Bars were awarded, 15
second Bars and a unique third Bar to a
stretcher bearer with the 55th Infantry
Battalion AIF in World War 1, Private E
A Corey, meaning he had won the Medal
four times.

The Conspicuous Gallantry Medal

Instituted in 1885, but discontinued in
1993.

Awarded to petty officers and seamen
of the Navy ‘who distinguish themselves
by acts of pre-eminent bravery in action
with the enemy’ Carries an entitlement
to use the post-nominal initials CGM.
Later, availability extended to include
non-commissioned officers and men of
the Air Force and Army serving afloat
and persons holding similar ranks in the
Merchant Navy.

The ribbon was changed in 1921 from
one of two stripes of dark blue flanking a
central white stripe to a white ribbon with
narrow blue edges.

The sole award to an Australian came
out of the Battle of Crete, in World War
II, awarded to Ordinary Seaman Dennis
Rhodes.

The Distinguished Service Cross

Instituted in 1914, originally for naval
officers below the rank of Licutenant
Commander for ‘valuable services in action
that did not meet the requirements for the
award of the Distinguished Service Order’.
Recipients may use the post-nominal
initials DSC after their name.

In 1930 the Cross was extended
to Lieutenant Commanders and
Commanders and in 1931 to officers of
the Merchant Navy. During World War Il it
was made available to officers and warrant
officers of the Army who were serving
afloat. In 1993 it was extended to all ranks
when the Distinguished Service Medal was
discontinued.

The ribbon has three equal stripes of
dark blue, white and dark blue.

The last award of the DSC was made to
an Australian in 1972. To that point, 182
awards had been made with 13 first Bars
and 3 second Bars. Not to be confused
with the Distinguished Service Cross
established in the Australian honours
system in 1991. Though sharing post-
nominal initials the two awards have quite
different criteria.

The Distinguished Service Medal

Instituted in 1914 but discontinued in
1993.

Originally intended for Chief Petty
Officers and other ranks in the Navy who
‘set an example of bravery and resource
under fire without performing acts of such
pre-eminent bravery as would render them
eligible for the Conspicuous Gallantry
Medal'. Extended in World War II to non-
commissioned officers and men in the
Army and Air Force serving afloat.

Recipients are entitled to use the post-
nominal initial DSM after their names.

The ribbon is dark blue with two
medium width white stripes at the centre.

The DSM has been awarded to 179
Australians and 2 first Bars were awarded.
All recipients were based in the Navy.

The Distinguished Flying Cross

Instituted in 1918 for air force officers
for ‘an act or acts of valour, courage or
devotion to duty performed whilst flying in
active operations against the enemy’. This
was altered in 1932 to the simpler for
exceptional valour, courage or devotion
to duty whilst flying in active operations
against the enemy’.

The availability of the decoration was
extended to the Army and the Navy during
World War 1l.

Made available to all ranks in 1993
when the Distinguished Flying Medal was
discontinued. The post-nominal is DFC.

The ribbon was originally of violet and
white in equal horizontal stripes but this
was altered in 1919 to have the stripes
run at 45 degrees downwards from left to
right.

The last Australian recipient received
this decoration in 1972. From 1918 to 1972
the DFC was awarded to 2,391 Australians,
along with 144 first Bars and 5 second
Bars. Most of the awards were won in
World War I1.
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The Distinguished Flying Medal

Instituted in 1918 but discontinued in
1993.

Awarded to non-commissioned ofTicers
and men of the air force for ‘an act or
acts of valour, courage or devotion to duty
performed while flying in active operations
against the enemy’.

As with the Distinguished Flying
Cross, this was altered in 1932 to read ‘for
exceptional valour, courage or devotion to
duty whist flying in active operations against
the enemy’.

The award carries the post-nominal
DFM.

During World War II the Medal was
extended to the Navy and Army. It was
discontinued in 1993 when the DFC was
extended to all ranks.

The ribbon was originally of fine violet
and white horizontal stripes but his was
altered in 1919 to have stripes in the same
width running at 45 degrees, downwards
from left to right.

The last award of the DFM to an
Australian was in 1971.

In all 436 have been won by Australians
plus two first Bars. All 436 were won by
members of the Air Force.

The Air Force Cross

Instituted in 1918 for air force officers
for ‘an act or acts of valour, courage or
devotion to duty performed whilst flying
though not in active operations against
the enemy’. This was altered in 1932 to the
simpler ‘for exceptional valour, courage or
devotion to duty whilst flying though not in
active operations against the enemy’.

The availability of the decoration was
extended to the Army and the Navy during
World War I1. Made available to all ranks
ir! 1993 when the Air Force Medal was
discontinued. The post-nominal is AFC.

'l'“hc.ribbon was originally of red and
white in equal horizontal stripes but this
was altered in 1919 to have the stripes

run at 45 degrees downwards from left to
right.

The Air Force Cross was last awarded to
an Australian in 1983. Since 1918 some 444
hgvc been awarded to Australians together
with 2 first Bars. The Cross has been

awar'ded to members of all three armed
Services and 4 to civilians.

The Air Force Medal

lglgr;’.stituted in 1918 but discontinued in

Awarded to non-commissioned officers
and men of the air force for ‘an act or
acts of valour, courage or devotion to duty
performed while flying though not in active
Operations against the enemy’

As with the Air Force Cross, the
rationale for the award was altered in 1932
to regd ‘for exceptional valour, courage or
devotion to duty though not whilst flying
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in active operations against the enemy’.

The award carries the post-nominal
AFM.

During World War II the Medal was
extended to the Navy and Army. It was
discontinued in 1993 when the AFC was
extended to all ranks.

The ribbon was originally of fine red
and white horizontal stripes but his was
altered in 1919 to have stripes in the same
width running at 45 degrees, downwards
from left to right.

The last award of the AFM to
an Australian was in 1980. The Ilast
appointment of an Australian as a Knight
Bachelor was in 1989.

In all, 33 have been won by Australians
plus two first Bars. All 33 were won by
members of the Air Force.

The Queen’s (King’s) Commendation for
Valuable Service in the Air

Instituted in 1939 and continued to
1994 when replaced by the Queen’s
Commendation for Bravery in the Air.

Awarded for ‘gallantry or for meritorious
service while in the air on the part of civilians
or members of the military forces, whether in
war or peace where the action did not merit
the award of the Air Force Cross or Air Force
Medal’,

There is no entitlement to a post-
nominal and there is no specific ribbon
for the award. The award is worn on the
uniform in the form of a silver badge below
any medal ribbons held.

The last award to an Australian was
in 1983. Between 1939 and 1983 367
Commendations have been awarded to
Australians, 8 of these to civilian aircrew.

The Conspicuous Gallantry Medal
(Flying)

Instituted in 1942 as an additional
gallantry award. Awarded to non-
commissioned officers and men of the
Air Force ‘for acts of conspicuous gallantry
while flying in active operations against the
enemy’ It is the Air Force equivalent to
the Conspicuous Gallantry Medal with a
white ribbon with narrow dark blue edges
used mainly for the Army and Navy.

Instituted in 1942 as an additional
gallantry award. Awarded to non-
commissioned officers and men of the
Air Force ‘for acts of conspicuous gallantry
while flying in active operations against the
enemy. It is the Air Force equivalent to
the Conspicuous Gallantry Medal with a
white ribbon with narrow dark blue edges
used mainly for the Army and Navy.

The Medal was discontinued in 1993.

The ribbon is of light blue with a narrow
dark blue stripe at each edge. The award
entitles the holder to use the post-nominal
initials CGM.

The last award to an Australian was in
1968 bringing to 11 the total awarded, all

of whom were members of the RAAF. Only
one award of the CGM (for the Navy) has
been made to an Australian.

The King’s Police and Fire Service Medal

One of the older awards, instituted in
1909. Discontinued in 1954 when separate
medals for police and for fire service were
substituted. Originally titled the King’s
Police Medal even though it could be
awarded for fire service.

Given to police or fire personnel who
perform ‘acts of exceptional courage and
skill or who had exhibited conspicuous
devotion to duty"

In 1933 steps were taken to better
identify whether the medal had been given
for gallantry or performance of duties
with appropriate inscriptions added to
the reverse of the medallion and a thin
red line added to the centre of the medal
ribbon when awarded for gallantry.

Recipients of the medal are entitled to
use the post-nominals KPFSM, the name
adopted from 1940.

The ribbon was originally dark blue with
silver edges, but was altered in 1916 to add
a central silver stripe. As noted, a thin red
central stripe distinguished the awards for
gallantry.

Between 1909 and 1954 when the last
award was made to an Australian, 209
Australians were recipients, including 70
for gallantry.

Replaced by the Queens' Police Medal
and the Queen’s Fire Service Medal. Later
still replaced in Australian honours with
the Australian Police Medal.

The King’s Medal for Courage in the
Cause of Freedom

Rarely awarded medal instituted in
1954 intended to acknowledge those who
performed ‘acts of courage entailing risk to
life or for service entailing dangerous work
in hazardous circumstances in furtherance
of the allied cause during the war’.

There are no post-nominals.

The ribbon is white with two narrow
dark blue stripes in the centre flanked by
broad red stripes at the edges.

Two residents of Papua New Guinea
were awarded this medal for service in
World War II. At the time of the awards

Papua New Guinea was a trust territory of
Australia.

The Queen’s Police Medal

Instituted in 1954, the Queen’s Police
Medal is intended for issue to members
of recognised police forces in Britain and
Commonwealth countries.

Awarded for ‘acts of exceptional courage
and skill at the cost of their lives’ or for
the ‘exhibition of conspicuous devotion
to duty’.

Recipients are entitled to use the post-
nominals QPM after their name.
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The ribbon for the Army and Navy
MSMs was of crimson with white vertical
stripes at each edge and in the centre. The
air force ribbon is of crimson blue and
white with wider white stripes.

Australians have been awarded 1222
MSMs including 4 to members of the
Navy and 34 to members of the Air Force.
One first Bar was a warded to an Air Force
member. Some 31 of the awards made were
to recognise gallantry.

The Kaiser-I-Hind Medal

Instituted in 1900 and continued until
the independence of India in 1947

Literally translated the medal’s title is
the ‘Emperor of India’s Medal’ and was
awarded for meritorious public service in
India.

The medal has
entitlement.

The ribbon is of a blue green colour.

Three Australians were recipients of the
Kaiser-I-Hind Medal, the last in 1939.

The Imperial Service Order
The Imperial Service Medal

Instituted in 1902 to recognize
distinguished public service by senior
officers and at junior levels of the British
and of the civil services of Commonwealth
countries.

Both awards have post-nominal
entitlement: ISO for senior officers who
had served at least 25 years and the ISM
to junior officers for 25 years service. The
service requirement is reduced to 16 years
for service in adverse conditions.

The ISO was abolished in 1993. People
who render h service that would have
seen the award of the ISO will now be
accommodated within the Order of the
British Empire at OBE level. The ISM will
continue for service by junior officers.

The ribbon is of three equal stripes of
red, blue in the centre and red.

Many in Australia received awards of
this type. The ISO was awarded to 425
Australians and the ISM to 7356.

The last award to an Australian was in
1989.

The Polar Medal

Instituted in 1904 to recognize
distinguished service in the Arctic and
Antarctic.

The ribbon is of plain white with a
watermarked or moire pattern.

no post-nominal

There is no post-nominal entitlement.

The last award of the Polar Medal to an
Australian was in 1982.

Between 1902 and 1982, 289 Polar
Medals were issued to Australians.

The Polar Medal has been replaced
in Australian honours by the Australian
Antarctic Medal.












Power & Authority

By John Brett

USTRALIA became the first nation

in history to successfully separate
power from authority. Successful,
because on the only occasions the
concept has been challenged, the
principle has held fast.

Out of the 42 attempts to change
our Constitution under Section 128,
on 8 occasions only has the electorate
authorized the changes sought. On the
only other two occasions an extension
of power was sought, the electorate
again used its authority to determine
the outcome of a power struggle.

In 1974, when Prime Minister
Whitlam  attempted to  govern
without ‘supply’ from the Parliament,
the Governor General prorogued
parliament and called for an election,
so the electorate’s authority was used to
resolve the problem.

The other occasion occurred
recently when a power movement
sought to change our system from a
Constitutional Monarchy to Republic.
The question again was put to the
electorate for a decision, and again
the electorate decisively refused to
authorize any change.

The historical significance of
this separation can only be grasped
in the context of the definition of
dictatorship. A dictator or group of
dictatorial people are only so because
they have both Power and Authority in
their hands, either legally or illegally.
Two thousand years ago Caesar not
only had the power to destroy his
adversary, he had the authority to do
s0. Further back, the Caesar of the day
could kill all first born males, because
he had the Authority to do so and the
power to do so. Parents, the owners
and authors of the child, lost their
authorship to ‘Caesar’.

CONTROLLING POWER
Recorded history is almost all
about the Power of one man over
others. Controlling the power of man,
without disposing of him, has been the
objective of civilizing all men. Great
civilizations reached their apogee at
the point where power was dispersed as
far as possible, and the powerful were
subject to some control or sanction
from their subjects. Civilisations all
declined as those vested with power
started to exercise authority as well, and
take their citizens where they would not
consent to go. As the great Lord Acton
put it: All power tends to corrupt, and

absolute power corrupts absolutely.
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Before federation there was very little
government in Australia apart from that
exercised by the States. Australians, up
until then, had become one of few
successful self~governing people in all
history. Because the law had come with
them, they were free to pursue whatever
they could achieve. The results were
amazing. But the formula was simple.
Like the Aborigines before them,
communities began around a water
supply, the first and immediate need
was shelter, easily achieved with help
of neighbours. But as the communities
expanded so the need for infrastructure
increased.

The earliest community needs were
halls, roads and bridges, ports and,
later, railways. To build all the required
structures, which was beyond the
capacity of individuals, associations
were formed which had to gain
communal consent about what would
be built and how the available labour
would be organized. The organisations
the settlers had left behind in the
United Kingdom had grown over a
very long time for different objectives
and the very slow evolution of
infrastructure building. These people
found themselves in a virgin continent
equipped with accumulated experience
and know-how, just getting to know
each other, but not with the vision
to create the nation they eventually
founded.

The towns and cities of today grew
from the original isolated communities.
Some started with just a married
couple, others from a family, others
still from gold mining or woolgrowing,
or other developing resources. What is
of importance to us two hundred years
on, apart from the physical effort of this
great achievement, is the organisation
that was used to achieve what had
never been done before, that finally was
to attract a massive migration from the
rest of the world.

In a small village comprised mainly
of tents and huts, somebody convenes
a meeting to discuss the building of a
community hall. Everybody turns up
and after a lot of talk and perhaps an
argument or fight or two, they agree to
build a hall of certain dimensions. The
only question to be resolved is how and
who will do it. Not a problem!

The meeting elects a committee with
a chairman, secretary and treasurer,
which is authorized by the meeting
to raise any required money, organise

the local labour
into a workforce
and build the hall.
In time the hall is
complete and is
used, over a very
long time, by the
whole community,
including  gener-
ations to come. It happened thousands
of times all over Australia, with every
type of community structure, while in
some nations to our north it still does
not happen at all.

There are four simple principles
involved, which make it all so easy to
achieve. First the people in the group
have to agree about what it is they
want to construct, which on agreement
makes them the authority. They are
the authority which then authorises
the elected committee to exercise its
newly acquired power and build the
hall. The whole community has given
power to a small group to exercise
power on its behalf. While they were
all involved in the decision process
about the objective they desired, only
a few would be involved in the power
part of directing and actually building
the Hall.

SEPARATE POWERS

As long as the respective group’s
functions are kept separate, there is no
end to what can be achieved. Chaos sets
in when those with the power operate
without the consent of the benefiting
community, or those who authorised
the action. Keep power and authority
separated, and it works like magic,
combine them and there is chaos and
corruption.

In following this process two other
important principles contribute to
making everything work desirably. In
deciding what is going to be constructed
and where, the whole community
is involved, including experts and
morons, and that is the democratic part.
But actual construction which is for
experts with know-how, is an autocratic
process that makes the desired result
so easy to obtain. The decision, or
policy is a democratic  process, but
construction is an autocratic process.
Both are complementary opposites,
like power and authority, and men and
women themselves.

For the first one hundred years, with
only human and animal labour in the
beginning, these were the principles
employed that brought this partly
constructed country to federation. All
the major ports were constructed, the
state railways had nearly reached their
total mileage, the whole continent had
been mapped and most of the roads




































GREY BEARD - RONALD MORLEY

JULIAN STANWIX

OME times you read a book and

you feel you are better for knowing
those characters even though you’ve met
them only in print and throughout the
following years things crop up and you
remember those friends’ experiences
once more. One such person was
Ronald Morley who came to fame in
Western Australia as “Grey Beard the
bank robber” in the early ‘80°s™

[ can always remember this amazing
case which set newspapers - TV
- radio alive with such a talking point
of a successful bank robber. So calm
and professional in the way he carried
out his choice of vocation he really
did not cause much trouble to anyone
other than the banks [inancially
and the police who seemed to be
baflled. Finally he was arrested as the
game is supposed to end and it was
announced this dastardly fellow was
a business man who due to personal
problems decided to take up armed
robbery! It went out of my mind till
one day looking through the shelves
at a second hand book shop | came
across a book wriiten by Ronald
Morley, printed by Fremantle Arts
Centre Press — 1990 and title of “Grey
Beard™. 1 purchased the copy and being
a Saturday sat down at lunch to read
a little and have to admit I stopped
Sunday at the back cover, the [irst time
I have ever done this and in writing this
critique and reading it a second time
some years later, I still say it is one of
the best and compassionale stories
I've read and can relate to problems
of small business, leading Ronald
to the actions he took — inspired by
the Australian Taxation Office and
creditors. Now the Story:-

BUSINESS FAILURE

After migrating from cold grey
England in 1970 with his wife and
two girls he became the manager of
a couple of companies owned by an
English investment f{irn who, due
to the looming recession decided to
down size their company business
back to UK and sold ofl their
investments and offered Morley one of
the companies at a very attractive price
as part of his redundancy package.
This company was specialising in ship
repairs and due to the recession and
the increase of farger container vessels
he found he had to diversily into other
fields (o have sufficient cash flow. He
successfully did this for some time

but [inally the recession and the bank
appointing an uncooperative receiver
the business nally ceased trading.

After selling every thing including
his home to pay the bank etc he was
left with a shortfall which he felt he
could repay if he could start another
business and not have the stigma
of bankruptcy. Still the recession
persisted even though he started the
first media monitoring service in WA
supplying business with information.
As time went on with an insight into
the problems of this industry he
started to fall short on his taxation
obligations so after a visit to the ATO
he left after being told “We are not
concemed with your problems. We
don’t care if you beg, borrow or steal
to {ind the money!”

HOLD UP IDEAS

Pcrth was at this juncture, in the
middle of a spate of bank hold ups
and on a visit to his own bank on
business and noticing the amount of
cash in the teller's drawer the seed of
the idea developed from this point
He felt the current criminals were very
unprofessional in the way they carried
out the crime and started to think of a
system which may be more successful.
He describes how by chance he went
to a wig shop and bought an amount
of material to make false beards then
how when pressures built up, the rest
of the kit required to transform his
appearance quickly. Then the plan,
practising changing in toilets close to
banks — entering them as a business
man, leaving in his costume, retuming
after the crime, changing and dressed
as a business man to drive away while
the police were arriving!

After the arrest we are taken through
the procedures of statements and
charging, then he was taken to the cells
and the following day to Fremantle Jail
and a description of this 1800s facility
which was already infamous for its
inhurnane conditions which were t©
lead soon after to riots and its closure
- here, he is bailed out till the court
case. Whilst out on bail he retumns
to his business and the attempts to
sell it ready for his iniemment. The
vullures circle the carcass. In the name
of business, transactions happen and
one wonders in regard io conscience,
do they rate as a legal crime? The
outcome is Ron, his family and
creditors finish with nothing!
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Ronald at this point faces his family
as to what he has done! He admits.
getting caught never ever had entered
his mind and that unreality has now
become fact! After the subsequent court
case and the sentence of a minimum
of five years and leaving Perth law
courts was taken to Fremantle to start
his sentence. He serves two and a half
years in this four storey hell hole built
in the mid 1800s where it meant going
down to the yard for showers and
slopping out their toilet buckets etc.
- and previously stated, leading to riots
in later years and its closure - now a
tourist attraction of the city!! The place
where in the yard were bloodstains
from the [ights that took place and as
he said when it rained they all stood
(150 men) under the shelter on a
cement {loor out of the rain and the
cockroaches came out of the drains to
join them!

The state appeals his sentence and
it is increased by two years which Ron
accepts grudgingly. Working in the
school lobrary, until, he relates a funny
incident when he and his friend as
{ree labour are made redundant by a
woman who comes in on subcontract
to cataloguc the library subsequently
appoints hersell an assistant and two
trainees. He then goes on to work in
the prison library proper before being
transferred to Canning Vale Prison
which is far more modem.

This he [inds far better and casier to
serve out his sentence and again works
in the library, at this point he decides
he will appeal his increase of sentence
and writes to his solicitor who tells
him all his [iles have been lost or
destroyed.

He then leams that at a price he can
get a copy from Crown Law Dept and
because he has no funds applies to
the Attomey general that the fees be
waived - this dept again telis him the
files no longer exist. therclore will not
grant Mnancial assistance. but his letier
from the Crown Law stales they would
gladly send the copies of the {files fora
fee of $100.00! Ron, having no money.
decides to carry on without these and
reads and compiles relevant cases and
successfully gets a hearng only to
come before what he later [inds out
are the two judges who increased his
term and now hearing his appeal! Hc
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of course, having no representation
and no training and not being able
to afford the case files, is rejected and
realises he must serve his sentence as
is laid down.

He goes on to serve this at Canning
Vale and later at Bunbury Regional
Prison giving a good description of
prison life and a cross section of
friends and prisoners he met including
the Mickleburg Bros. Some of these
fellow inmates tum up as he passes
through the system making it easier
when he shifts institutions.

In conclusion, it is a great story, if
you chance to see a copy it is definitely
recommended as a buy. As I usually
make it a rule never to read a book a
second time, but as an exception, this
book I really did enjoy even far more
than the first time and feel it is similar
to reading a 250 page letter, from the
first line to the last it is written from
the heart from a man ‘who did the
crime and served the time.’

May I quote the last three paragraphs
of the book:

‘After five years of imprisonment I
am aware I have changed, not only
physically, but mentally as well; and 1
don’t say that the change has all been
good. 1 have boxed in my emotions
and built a wall around me to keep
out the hurts and despairs and doubts.
I have forgotten how to cry and can
view most things dispassionately.

Disillusionment sets in very early
in the piece, when you realise that
the friends you thought you had were
not friends at all, and you never see or
hear from them; when the mail starts
to dwindle, when at Christmas time
the cards you receive drop from over
thirty to below ten for the last; when
you realise that all you really have in
this world is yourself and your family.

What I have not lost is my love for
my family, my sense of humour and
my enthusiasm for the future. I am
determined to pick up the pieces and
succeed in building a new life, to work
hard and to get our home once more,
to add something worthwhile to the

community and regain my own self
respect.’

-
Bill Gates vs General Motors W

For all of us who feel only the deepest love and affection for the
way computers have enhanced our lives, read on. At a recent
computer expo (COMDEX), Bill Gates reportedly compared
the computer industry with the auto industry and stated, ‘If
GM had kept up with technology like the computer industry
has, we would all be driving $25.00 cars that got 1,000 miles
to the galion’.

In reponse to Bill's comments, General Motors issued a
press release stating: If GM had developed technology like
Microsoft, we would all be driving cars with the following
characteristics:

1. For no reason whatsoever, your car would crash twice a
day.

2. Everytimetheyrepainted the lines in the road, you would
have to buy a new car.

3. Occasionally your car would die on the freeway for no
reason. You would have to pull over to the side of the
road, close all of the windows, shut off the car, restart
it and reopen the windows before you could continue.
For some reason you would simply accept this.

4. Occasionally, executing a manoeuvre such as a left turn
would cause your car to shut down and refuse to restart,
in which case you would have to reinstall the engine.

5. Macintosh would make a car that was powered by the
sun, was reliable, five times as fast ansd twice as easy to
drive - but would run on only five percent of the roads.

6. The oil, water temperature, and alternator warning lights
would all be replaced by a single ‘This car has performed
an illegal operation’ warning light.

7. The airbag system would ask ‘are you sure?’ before
deploying.

8. Occasionally, for no reason whatsoever, your car would
lock you out and refuse to let you in until you
simultaneously lifted the door handle, turned the key
and grabbed hold of the radio antenna.

9. Every time a new car was introduced, car buyers would
have to learn how to drive all over again because none

of the controls would operate in the same manner as the
old car.

10. You’d have to press the
‘start’ button to turn
the engine off.

—
\_
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