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(. EDITORIAL .

E words of the Preacher, the son of
David, king in Jerusalem: . ..

For everything there is a season, and a time
Jor every matter under heaven:

a time to be born and a time to die;

a time to plant and a time to pluck up what
is planted;

a time to kill and a time to heal;

a time to break down, and a time to build up;
a time to weep, and a time to laugh;

a time to mourn, and a time to dance;

a time to cast away stones, and a time to
gather stones together;

a time to embrace, and a time to refrain
Jrom embracing;

a time to seek, and a time to lose;

a time to keep, and a time to cast away;

a time to rend, and a time to sew;

a time to keep silence, and a time to speak;
a time to love, and a time to hate;

a time for war, and a time for peace.

Quite a comprehensive list, from the
Old Testament book of Ecclasiastes,
of the many activities men engage
in, particularly if one is prepared
to extrapolate planting and plucking
to include things like investing and
capitalizing, or rending, keeping, sewing or
casting away to more or less cover things
like joining, resigning, acquiescing,
selecting or rejecting.

There doesn’t seem to be a place to slot
in lying, however.

Is there a time to lie?

We all do it, of course, and live to either
repent or rejoice in the consequences
according to conscience or effect.

We do it to avoid awkward situations, to
cover for mates, to avenge some perceived
wrong, even to be kind.

Unvarnished truth can be extremely
painful sometimes, and sanctimoniously
insisting on declaring it can be pretty
damaging in many situations.

Is there a difference between not telling
the truth and lying?

These are all basic concepts examined
fairly closely in numerous Sunday Schools
throughout Christian nations and, for all
1 know, in Islamic, Hindu and Buddhist
ones as well.

The trouble is, practically no one
attends Sunday School nowadays, and
churches in general have demonstrated
only too successfully they consider not
telling the truth is definitely an acceptable
option, even if their spokesmen do not
actually lie.

The  plethora of bureaucratic

applications, registrations, licences and
taxes we have to cope with today, all

A Time to Lie...

The profession of a religious belief is a lie if it does not significantly
determine one’s economic, political and social behavior.

demanding varying degrees of personal
exposure, are powerful incentives to
smudge the truth here and there, and not
too much time gets wasted in considering
the morals of the option. Will it work? Or
not?

Which brings us to the front cover of the
Bulletin, and its story on the reasons given
to Americans, British and Australians by
their leaders for a pre-emptive war on
Iraq, which recently depicted profiles of
US President George W. Bush, and Prime
Ministers Blair and Howard with long,
long, long noses.

Even those who have never heard
of Pinocchio would most likely have
understood the inference, but this is
where things begin to get a trifle scary.

In Australia, few people seem to mind!
George W. has suffered a fairly serious
loss of support, and Tony Blair must be
experiencing one sleepless night after
another at his treatment by the press, and
his popularity ratings.

John Howard, on the other hand,
seems to be maintaining a commanding
lead in Australian opinion polls, despite
widely-held acceptance of the fact that
he has been less than honest with us on
occasion, after occasion, after occasion.
Open government ... GST,... Tampa,...
Iraq, ... Ethanol...

Another aspect of this phenomenon
concerns ownership of intellectual property
and the presenting of someone else’s work
as one's own.

This question had a close personal
impact on a recent visit to much-beloved
family.

As families do, awards and
achievements were proudly displayed,
among which was an award-winning
school assignment, just completed, on
world-changing events of recent times
(the actual terms of reference escape me
now). Not surprisingly, the choice was
the attack on the World Trade Centre in
New York. Several pages of accurate and
perceptive work, liberally illustrated, had
been neatly presented in a ring-bound
plastic folder; truly an impressive piece
of work.

Discussing the subject over the dinner
table, after accolades and congratulations
from properly impressed elderly relatives,
it gradually became apparent that the
young author of this masterpiece had
virtually no understanding at all of the
material contained in her assignment.

“But it’s all in your assignment, dear!”

“Oh, that! 1 just downloaded all that
stuff off the ‘net. I didn’t have time to
read it!”

Reading, apparently, is for the birds,
elderly relatives and gullible teachers.
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So concerned are university staff
becoming at this practice, that a “Three
Strikes and Youre Out” rule is being
introduced in some centres of higher
learning, where it is commonplace for
dozens of students to present material
blatantly lifted by the page from other
publications without any attempt to
acknowledge the source.

Fortunately, some teachers are
beginning to take action at ground
level = primary school. The Australian
Weekend Magazine wrote of one teacher’s
experience in seeking appropriate
responses from her pupils to the lesson
she had just given, on the importance of
acknowledging intellectual ownership
of the material her class had just
downloaded on their computers.

“What will we do to overcome this
problem?”, she asked her class

“Change the font?” came the reply from
one of her bright young charges!

We can laugh, or be shocked, but
everyday events make such a response
from our youngsters quite logical.

Is this the criteria used by our Prime
Minister, for instance? The rationale that
“The end justifies the means”, “If you can
get away with it, do it!” or, “The only crime
is to get caught™?

From the highest to the lowest
throughout our once proud, do-it-
yourself, stand-on-your-own-feet nation,
the new ethic is now so commonplace we
barely lift an eyebrow.

Which doesn’t make it right - that
quaint, old-fashioned concept.

One has a nasty feeling the biblical
teaching on reaping as one sows may
have an application here.

The grisly consequences of telling
porkies, fed as cautionary diet to earlier
generations, goes something like this:

Matilda told such awful lies,

It made one gasp, and stretch one’s eyes.

Her aunt who, from her earliest youth,

Had held a strict regard for truth,

Attempted to believe Matilda.

The effort very nearly killed her. . ..

The precious family heirloom
containing this epic is packed away
beyond reach; the tragic end to the tale
- house burning down ... small, pathetic,
smouldering shoes - buried deep in
failing memory.

Perhaps it should be unearthed and
rushed, post haste, to members of
Cabinet, before any rash claims hit the
airwaves on the dreadful deeds of . .. let’s
guess... Iran?

M. Scott Peck , The Different Drum
Random House Australia Pty.Ltd.






THE PETRIES OF QUEENSLAND

Feasting and merrymaking

Everyone had a great time, catching
paddymelons in the scrub with their
nets, possums, snakes and other
animals, turkey eggs, wild yams, native
figs and fat grubs fallen from the trees.
The young tops of the cabbage palm

served as a sort of vegetable, while the

nuts were in general roasted. They fed
the white boy lavishly, always providing
him with fresh turkey eggs, though they
often ate addled ones themselves, or
even ones with live chickens in them
after being roasted in the hot ashes.
They were open-handed and generous,
sharing equally with those who had
been unsuccessful in hunting.

Atnight during the bony-yi season the
blacks would have great corrobborees,
different tribes showing their special
song and dance to each other. So from
tribe to tribe a corrobboree would go
traveling hundreds of miles, explaining
how it was that the aborigines would
often sing songs which they did not
understand in the least, neither could
they tell you where they had first come
from.

Death by misadventure

These tribespeople did not believe
death was a natural occurrence.
Always it was caused by the spirit of a
“turrwan” of another tribe. Killed with
the “kundri” of another tribe, cut up
and put together again, his subsequent
death by catching a cold, or perhaps
being killed in a fight, was seen as
inevitable — the man who killed him
was not blamed. The corpse would be
prepared for burial and placed on a
platform between trees, and left. An old
“turrwan” would visit the site and mark
the ground beneath with a footprint,
which the female relatives would see
next day, and instantly “recognize”
this as the footprint of the murderer
- generally someone they had a spite
against in another tribe.

Cannibalism
Petrie claimed that rumours among
the whites that the aboriginals

sacrificed young gins at the end of the
bon-yi feasts to satisfy their craving
for meat after eating so many nuts
was entirely untrue. They varied their
feasts with plenty of fresh meat, and
in all the time he spent with them,
the black people never killed anyone
for the purpose of eating them'. They
were most certainly cannibals, however,
as they never failed to eat any one killed
in fight, and always ate a man noted
for his fighting qualities, or a “turrwan”
(great man), no matter how old he was,
or even if he died from consumption!

They said they did it out of pity and
consideration for the body — they knew
where he was then — “he won’t stink!”
The old tough gins had the best of it; no
one troubled to eat them; their bodies
weren’t of any importance, and had no
pity or consideration shown them! On
the other hand, for the consumer’s own
benefit this time, a young, plump gin
would always be eaten, or anyone dying
in good condition.
Preserving the dead

They were careful with the bones,
however, cleaning and sorting them,
buming some, while skull, leg, arm and
hip bones would be carried in the dilly
bag of a close relative for a long period.
The hair, ears, nose, toes and fingers,
without the bones, would be left on
the skin, which was hung on two spears
before a fire to dry, then spread out each
day. When dry it would be blackened
with charcoal and grease, folded up
neatly and put into a “dilly”, and so
carried everywhere by a relative.

Cripples or deformed people were
often seen among the aborigines, some
with withered limbs, and these were
invariably treated kindly, as indeed were
the old people. Aborigines would live to
be seventy or eighty years of age, and if
at any time they were unable to fend for
themselves, their relatives took them in
hand, treating them with great respect
and veneration. However, at death the
bodies of cripples were just shoved
anyhow into hollow logs.

Young Tom was startled by an old
gin crying one day. She told him her
“narring” (son) had been killed, and
pulling a possum-skin covering from
her dilly, displayed his skin. Tom’s father
was intrigued by his son’s account of the
encounter, and offered flour, tea, sugar,
tobacco, a tomahawk — anything — for
the skin. The old woman would not part
with it. Her husband, man-like, was more
willing, however, and some weeks later
arrived with four pieces of his son’s skin,
which he presented to Tom for his father.
The scars or markings could be seen on
these pieces, which were as thick as a
bullock’s hide.

Honouring the dead

The old blackfellow took pride
in giving this present, and after so
honouring Tom, called him his son,
and all the tribe looked upon the boy
as such, and from that time forth he was
considered a great man or “turrwan”, no
one saying him nay, but doing anything
for him, and letting him know all their
secrets. It got to be known all over the
place from tribe to tribe that he had
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been presented with portions of Yabba’s
son’s skin.

Women relatives of a dead person,
possessing a skin, might give small
portions from the back or breast to their
friends of other tribes, when meeting
them. The receiver would lament again
over the skin when in their own camp,
but having been given this, they felt quite
safe about their men relations visiting
the tribe of the deceased, for this giving
of skin meant that the recipient was not
connected in any way with suspicion.

Traditional fighting

The great bon-yi feast ended
traditionally with a big fight, with at least
one combatant being sure to be killed
and, of course, eaten. Many dreadful

wounds would be inflicted during these
fights as well.

During a tribesman’s life he would
posses three different names, the first
given him by his mother, such as
“Daylight”, “Sundown”, “Wind”, “Flood”,
“Come-quick”, “Fetch-it”, or similar; the
second when he was transformed into
a “kippa” (young man), and again the
final when he became a grown man
(“mallara”) with a beard. This latter
name was decided by men of his own
tribe after consultation about it during
some corrobboree. No man was allowed
to marry until he had come to possess
his last name.

The making of a “kippa”

Aboriginal boys were transformed into
“kippas” when between, roughly, twelve
and fifteen, enduring a long ceremony
that lasted many weeks. Neighbouring
tribes were ceremonially approached
and invited to add their boys to the
group of initiates, for whom the host
tribe built two or three huts and a fenced
bush shade, usually in one of several
permanent sites. Tom knew of one at
what is now Samford, one at North Pine,
one at Humpybong. The boys were kept
away from their adults while the latter
discussed what name should be given to
each boy, and when this was decided a
“turrwan” or elder would go to each boy
in turn and whisper his name in his ear.
The name would then be shouted out
for all to hear, after which a traditional
“kippa” song would be sung and the
boys returned to their mothers.

The testing

These preliminaries completed, the
men of one tribe would go to another
tribe and demand the boys from their
mothers who, of course, had to submit.
The boys would then be taken into
the bush and given their instructions.
They were not to speak at all, on pain
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Wages of treachery

Other landholders were not so
fortunate, and on enquiring why they
used to spear and kill cattle from other
properties, the tribesmen explained that
if those white people ever encountered
them, they would shoot them down like
dogs. In illustration they told him of a
white landholder encountering a group
searching for honey and possums. He
shot one young fellow, first breaking his
leg, then shooting him in the head and
killing him. This white man then hid
himself to watch what would happen.
Presently the father came looking for
his son, and he was shot; the mother
coming after met the same fate. Some
whites also used to lace flour with
arsenic before leaving it to be found by
the blacks.

Bribie settlement

In 1877 the Douglas state government
established . the first reserve for
aboriginals on Bribie. Tom responded
to a request to supervise the workings of
this settlement and encourage the blacks
to settle there. The idea was received
with enthusiasm by the blacks, who were
supplied with a boat, nets and harpoons
for catching dugong, and given rations
in exchange for catching and curing fish
and making dugong, shark and stingaree
oils. The settlement thrived for two years.
The black men were busy and occupied,
and so had little time or inclination to
hang about getting drunk in Brisbane, a
great relief to their womenfolk. However,
in 1879 the Mcllwraith government
abandoned the scheme, causing much
misery, the black men returning to drink
and beating up their women.

Petrie family

Andrew Petrie made an enormous
contribution to Queensland and
to the Brisbane area in particular,
superintending the erection of many
of Brisbane’s official buildings. He
discovered many of the valuable timber
trees of the area and explored the Mary
River, and had a life long interest and
concemn for the development of the
fledgling State. Likewise, his son Tom
made a priceless contribution to the
harmonious  relationship  between
black and white people in the new
State, averting many serious misunder-
standings, and demonstrating to his own
people the humanity of the tribes that
adopted him so affectionately.

It is not surprising that Brisbane city
has honoured this family by giving
the name Petric to one of its main
suburbs, and at least half a dozen
streets throughout the city bear this now
hlstonq name, not to mention a park or
recreation ground or two.

! In some Instances babies were killed at birth, and
then eaten by the old women - for instance, if the
mother died, for they blamed the child.

K

'I‘HE game played by more people
th

think, soccer. More people play, read
about and watch the ancient game of
Chess than any other in the world.

Nobody quite knows the origin of
the game, but it is at least 1,400 years
old, probably originating in China or
India, where a game called chaturanga

was played at that time.

Some claim, however, that
variations of chess can be identified
in the second century AD.

By the year 1000 it was well
established in Europe, although rules
and pieces changed, and were never
universally accepted. There was no
Queen until the fifteenth century, and
the Bishop replaced anothér piece. It
was at that time the game was given
the name of “Chess”.

Thousands of people began playing
the game. The first books on chess
were written in that period, and

players gained royal patronage.

" The game crossed the Atlantic, and
both Thomas Jefferson and Benjamin
Franklin not only played chess, but
wrote about it. : ,

These days chess is played
everywhere.  Chess  tournaments
span the globe. National chess
federations coordinate activity The
number of websites devoted solely
to chess number in the thousands.
Hardly a newspaper of any significant
readership does not have its chess
column, where intricate moves. of
masters are scrutinized and unraveled.
The number playing or watching
round the world -exceed one hundred

 million. Tournaments are ofien put
on giant screens where moves are
watched by large audiences. Over a
million chess computer programmes
are sold each year. When the famous
computer chess player Deep Blue
defeated World Chess Champion
Gary Kasparov in a six-match contest
in the early nineties, it made headlines
round the world.

While there have been
‘grandmasters’ for a considerable
time, it was not until 1950 that the
title became officially established.
One can only gain the title by proving
oneself against other grandmasters
in a series of matches. But once

Check it out, mate!

an any other is not, as you might

granted, the title can never be taken

interest was so intense that the best

the perfect drive straight down the

away, There are over 600 active
grandmasters in the world today.

Chess is a great age-leveler. Many
a fuming grandfather has bowed at
the feet of a triumphant grandson
— until the next game! While no one
becomes a. really proficient chess
player without a great deal of practice,
there is a streak of genius about the
masters that is born into them and
cannot be made. Paul Morphy, born
in New Orleans in 1837, was the
dominant player in America by the
age of twenty. In 1858 he crossed the
Atlantic to Europe, where he crushed
the best players with the temerity to
challenge him.

How can a game which generates
such blood, toil, tears and sweat have
become so universally popular? No
one quite knows. But win a match
with a check-mate of indisputable
genius and, like the golfer who hits

fairway, you'll be hooked ~ forever!

An illustration from Game and Piaye
of the Chesse, first printed book on
chess in Europe

/
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TEAS, TINCTURES AND TUSSIEMUSSIES

The warm water opens the pores of the
skin, and the pores then readily take in
the properties from the herbs. Any herb
that may be taken internally, can be
used in a bath.

Tea by infusion is the most familiar
way of making a herb tea. A herb tea
for therapeutic benefits, or a refreshing
and enjoyable beverage is made by
placing 1 teaspoon of dried herb (or
2-3 teaspoons of fresh herb, finely cut
with scissors or knife) in a teapot, and
pouring over 1 cup of boiling water.
Place the lid on the teapot to prevent
beneficial essential oils from being lost
in vapor. Leave the tea to steep for 2-3
minutes. I like to give the tea a vigorous
stir with a spoon for several seconds, as
I like strong tea. Some people prefer to
let it stand 5-10 minutes for a stronger
tea. If the tea is left to steep for long
periods it may develop a bitter taste as
some herbs can have high tannin or
bitter properties.

Herb teas are drunk without milk.
Add a little honey, licorice root, or
Stevia to sweeten if desired. Some
herbal teas are improved in flavour by
the addition of a sliver of ginger root,
a slice of lemon, a pinch of cinnamon
(or if stirred with a cinnamon quill). A
time-saving idea is to make a large pot
of tea in the morning at breakfast, and
then chill the remaining tea to drink
during the day. It can be added to fruit
Juices for a variation. I often combine
herb teas with pineapple, orange,
Passionfruit or mango juice.

Making a practice of drinking
refreshing herb teas, whether hot or
cold, during the day, is a way to ensure
that we are taking extra fluids. The
body requires 2-2Y% litres of water a
day for maintaining basic functions.
Some people find drinking plain water
too bland, and mains-treated water
uninviting, and thus drink insufficient
water during the day. Or they may
l'e'c_lch for sugar-laden coke or other soft
drink, make an instant coffee or open
a can of beer, with none of these being
very beneficial to health. All these
influences add to the rapid depletion
of body fluids, and also vitamins and
Minerals. We are aware that fluids are
vital to the body’s normal physiological
functions but we still consume very
alarmingly high quantities of tea,
Coffee and alcohol instead of drinking
Just plain water (Simply Living Magazine
Teported that we are the world’s largest
Consumers of beer!).

In Australia, the exhausting and
dehydrating effects of the hot and harsh
climate are obvious in parched skin and
skin cancer, When insufficient fluids

are consumed, wastes and toxins tend
to accumulate, circulation becomes
sluggish, oxygen flow to cells decreases
and painful areas on the body and
disease can be the outcome. Early
symptoms may be fatigue, depression,
irritability, high acid levels, cholesterol
and degenerative changes and pain in
the joints. Drink more water, and make
a practice of brewing herb teas daily,
so fluid intake is increased, and health
and vitality is strengthened through
the flavour, properties and even by the
aroma of herbs.

Experiment by combining various
herbs from the garden for interesting
flavour results. For example, elderberry
flowers and peppermint leaves make
a good tea. Try lemon verbena, lemon
thyme and lemon balm, for a strong
lemon fragrance and flavour, or alfalfa

Gy ol N
&* F FHE

To grbw them is to know them,
To know them is to use them,
To use them is to love them,
And then — happily — Herbs

Become your = 3

Way of Life

Bertha Reppert

and rosemary for an energy-boosting
tea. Combine ginger, pcppermin; and
applemint for a minty tang, or ginger,
nettle and hyssop to build a stronger
immune system. Chamomile and
pineapple mint give a delicate flavour.
Lemon verbena and borage give the
body a lift after a hard day. Qran_ge peel
(just the zest, not the pith), jasmine apd
pineapple sage for a sweet and fruity
flavour is sure to please, or rosemary,
thyme and lemon grass for a strong,
flavoursome brew. If you are ‘out of
sorts’, or feeling blue, just the action
of brewing a herb tea may soothe the
body, and holding a warm cup of tea
in the hands, feeling the steam rise
and inhaling the aroma can comfort
the body and create energy. Thgt’s
what herbs do. Herbs give an electrical
and vibrational energy to support and
boost your energy. If using herb sped;
from the garden, like fennel or dnll., it
is an advantage to slightly bruise (using
a pestle and mortar or the blade of a
wide knife on a chopping board) so
that the volatile oils are released from

the seeds.
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Besides the many herb blends that
can be created, dried fruits added
to herbs give a delightful aroma and
taste sensation. When there is a glut
of fruit in the garden, finely slice, cube
and dry it ready for adding to fresh
or dried herbs when brewing a cup.
Opening a canister with herbs and
dried strawberries, apple and mango,
or peaches is a real treat.

During the winter, hot herb tea
poured into a Thermos flask will
provide several ready brewed cups to
enjoy during the day. Using a Thermos
is a useful way to make up the day’s
dose when taking a herb therapeutically
which could be 2-3 cups, sipped during
the day. It is advisable to take teas for
healing during the day on any empty
stomach, or half an hour before meals.

Teas that are taken for their
stimulating effect on the gastric juices,
to help stimulate the appetite and
dissipate indigestion, are the only teas
that are best taken just before a meal.
Other teas can thin the gastric juices
when taken before mealtime, which
may create a stomach condition not
conducive to the digestion of food. In
situations of illness, do not increase the
recommended strength of the infusion
on the assumption that it will achieve
a faster and more effective result. If
desiring a quick action, for example in
the case of stomach upset, it is advisable
to take the dosage by mouthfuls every
10-15 minutes and mixing it well in the
mouth with saliva before swallowing.

A decoction of herb tea is made by
boiling, although this method is more
appropriate for tough leaves, seeds,
bark and roots of plants, as the boiling
softens the parts and minerals such as
iron and copper, flavours and other
nutrients, are released. To | teaspoon
of dried herb (2-3 teasp. of fresh herb)
add 1 large cup of water in a saucepan
(not aluminium). Bring to the boil, and
hold the temperature at just simmering
for 3-10 minutes (depending on how
hard the plant parts are) with the
lid on the saucepan. Decoctions are
strained and used hot or taken cold, or
can even be stored in the fridge for 2-3
days. Therefore, a large batch may be
prepared, as it initially requires a little
more work to prepare and simmer, but
then it is ready for use over several
days.

The world of herbs is so vast. We
could keep learning every day till
the day we died and still not know
everything.

How Can I use Herbs in my daily life?
Isabell Shipard;
www.herbsarespecial.com.au















WALTER MURDOCH AND “THE STRUGGLE FOR FREEDOM”

By Jeremy Lee

ROFESSOR Walter Murdoch was

a much-loved, incisive, humorous
and original essayist whose writings
spanned the first 60 years of the 20*
Century.

His weekly essays which graced The
West Australian touched everything
from the head of a pin to the most
momentous human events. Hundreds
of thousands followed his writings
through Depressions, Wars, political
changes and the impact of technology
on our lives. His wit was always kind,
but he challenged the status quo,
whether popular or not. A famous
university is named in his honour.

But one of his most profound books
is now scarcely known. As a young
graduate, only months after Federation,
he was charged with the authorship of
a text book, “Lessons in English History
For Class VI, Victorian State Schools.”

The result was “The Struggle For
Freedom” published in October 1903.
The result — a fascinating historical
travelogue in the search for personal
liberty and representative government,
which had such a bearing on Australia’s
development.

THE DILEMMA

From the very beginning he posed
the eternal dilemma:

“Government, then, means the
making of rules for a body of people living
together in a society, and the enforcement
of those rules. Men must live together.
Man is not the strongest of animals;
alone he is too weak and helpless to
combat the great forces of Nature; in
union with his fellow men he is strong
enough to subdue Nature to his will.
And so society becomes necessary;
society being simply the expression
of the social instinct, that deep-seated
instinct which makes man turn to
man for help and protection. And
society being necessary, Government,
without which as we have seen, society
is impossible, becomes necessary also.”

POWER? OR FREEDOM?

Murdoch acknowledged that
Government of any sort meant a
restriction on freedom, thus defining
the dilemma:

“There is another instinct which
exists in every human being side by side
with the social instinct, namely, the
instinct for freedom. We have shown
the need for government; the need for
liberty is, at least, equally imperative;
and the two needs seem at first sight
to be radically opposed to each other.
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How is it possible to be free if you have
to submit to laws imposed on you by
another? We must be free; and yet
we must obey; it appears an insoluble
problem. We need not attempt to find
the solution at present, but let us keep
the problem in mind; the following
pages will perhaps show how it is to
be solved. For it is the especial glory
of England, and the feature that makes
English history a lesson for all other
nations, that she, first of all the nations,
set herself to solve, and did solve this
very problem; how to have strong
government and personal freedom
at the same time. The great fight for
freedom ... was not an effort to do
away with government — for that were
madness - but an effort to find a form
of government that would not interfere
with men’s personal liberty”.

THE JOURNEY

Having equipped his students with
this firm and essential reason for the
study of history, Murdoch took them
on a fascinating journey through
constitutional  development from
Britain’s earliest times, culminating
in the debate about Federation and a
necessary Constitution in Australia, so
that they could measure the facts within
an all-important context — the freedom
and self development of human beings
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within the necessary social conditions
required for good government.

Thus, whether Alfred burned the
cakes, or Harold fell at the Battle of
Hastings in 1066; how the church and
barons at Runnymede forced John to
sign Magna Carta; why Drake’s Drum
sounded in Nombre de Dios Bay, or
Wellington prevailed at Waterloo, were
changed from interesting trivia into the
ongoing saga of the pursuit of order
and freedom.

DEFINING

Murdoch himself confirmed this
approach, saying in his Preface:

“One sometimes hears the subject
of History spoken of as an intellectual
luxury, and one which the State is by
no means called upon to provide for
all and sundry. And truth is with the
objectors to this extent — that history,
as it is frequently taught, certainly does
include much which is not a necessity,
although the average pupil might not
agree to call it a luxury. It may be
conceded that one can get through life
respectably enough without knowing
the names of Henry VIIIs wives;
and to forget the date of Crecy is not
necessarily to sink in the moral scale.

Nevertheless History seems to me to
be the one subject which a democratic
state cannot afford to neglect in its
educational system, because History
is the one subject by means of which
Wwe can give instruction in citizenship
-~ At last it has become possible to
write an elementary text-book in strict
accord with the requirements of the
Education Department of Victoria,
and yet moulded throughout by one

idea - the idea of political rights and
responsibilities ....”

SETTING FORTH

With their feet firmly placed on such a
starting point, Walter Murdoch took his
students on a journey which started in
pre-Norman Conquest Britain, ending
}vith Federation and the Constitution
in Australia. Between these two mile
stones he developed a fascinating
picture of the battle between power
and freedom; the feudal barons and
th_eir conflict with the Divine Right of
Kings; the emergence and expansion of
freedom of tenure; the first attempts at
representation, based on interests rather
than numbers; the first parliaments, the
application of impartial justice, and the
eventual establishment of individual

rights, vulnerable to neither king nor
parliament.












COMMENTS ON THE LIGHTHORSEMEN

was with interest, but dismay, that I read the article, The Lighthorsemen - Jerusalem’s Liberators by Col
Stringer, Heritage, Vol. 27 No. 104.

Whilst, as a fellow Australian, I am proud of and admire the resilience, tenacity, courage and independence of
spirit of those young Lighthorsemen (similar qualities of character shine through the wonderful stories of the
lives of the pioneers of this harsh land), I cannot go along with his romanticized version of modern history.

His assertions of, shall we say “divine” intentions, also leaves me in disagreement with the main thrust of his
article. He asserts God (I understand Mr. Stringer is a member of a Christian church) approved of the sacrifice of
our fine young Australian men to ‘liberate’ that ancient land from Turkish (Muslim) dominance, only to cruelly
impose an interloping (Jewish) people, mainly of Eastern-European background, on ‘the holy land™.

Let Mr. Stringer ponder on his claims of a God who would sacrifice others for the advantage of a ‘chosen

people’, no matter the right or wrong of the claim, to that of the New Testament record of the love of our Creator
which required Him to give Himself for our salvation?.

If the ultimate reality of Love (God is Love) in Mr. Stringer’s set of beliefs requires the sacrifice of someone else,
anyone else, for His purposes for mankind, then those beliefs are quite a different set of beliefs to Christianity.

One has only to look at the intrigues, back stabbing and ruthless betrayals that took place prior to the setting
up of the modern state of Israel to understand it had more to do with power-hungry men and a political agenda
than it did with any ancient mythical ‘divinely approved’ claim to the land'.

Through the discipline of archeology, anthropology and philology we now know an Egyptian king made the
claim he was a ‘chosen one’ long before biblical Abraham came on the scene.

Whilst the modern Jew may comb the Old Testament and the Talmud to find the spirit or intent of his beliefs,
the Christian looks to (or should do) the teachings of Jesus Christ, found in the Gospels.

I would liken Mr. Stringer to, along with his co-religionists, a modern Ebionite. The Ebionites were a group of
those early ‘christians’ who held to the Mosaic Law as binding, denied the apostolate of Paul and the miraculous
birth of Jesus Christ®. Today, they could be described as Liberal-Judaists or Judaeo-

- a ! Christians. Ebionitism was
one of the earliest attacks on the Christian faith.

Christianity soon broke its Middle Eastern historical boundaries and made great advances first in the Western
Greco-Roman world, before continuing to spread across the world the news that Christ

) YOS, : 5 : ’s message is for all
mankind; Christianity is a universal religion which Jews also might accept — 8

but not on Jewish terms.
Christ insisted, “No one comes to the Father except through Me”.

Yours faithfully
Betty Luks,
Happy Valley, South Australia.
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