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; Greetings o car Readens

2004 has seen escalating war and conflict of ideals where
power, hate and vengeance appear at times to triumph over Love.
Christians celebrate not only the birth of Our Lord but the birth
of a new world where love, hope, forgiveness and compassion
would triumph over evil. The Christian world faces a challenge
like never before as standards and moral values are undermined
and tested from many directions. It is a time to be ever
vigilant. Australia is blessed to be so far from many world
trouble spots, but they are creeping closer each day. Now

is a time to reflect on the true meaning of Christmas
and be thankful for the freedoms and heritage we
enjoy. Heritage wishes all readers and their families
a blessed, peaceful and safe Christmas. May the
new year be healthy and fruitful in your personal life and
one where you share love, joy and laughter with your families.

Our sincere thanks to the many dedicated volunteer helpers
who help in the production of Heritage.
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THE SOUTH AFRICAN WAR

by Roger Hughes

is more commonly known, the

Boer War of 1899-1902 saw
Afrikaners, mainly descendants of
Dutch, German and French settlers,
pitted against the might of the British
Empire. The Boers did however
attract some support with volunteers
from Holland, Germany, Russia and
other European nations, as well as a
few Americans. The British included
in their forces units from Australia,
New Zealand and Canada. They
too recruited a few American
volunteers.

The British forces vastly
outnumbered their enemy, 450,000
against a Boer force of 75,000.
Nevertheless the British lost 22,000
men. The Boer forces lost less than
half that number in the field, but if we
add their civilian losses the figure
comes to about 33,000.

The problems between British
and Boer date back to the early
years of the nineteenth century.
The Dutch were the first white
settlers, the original Cape Colony
being established in 1652. Other
Europeans  arrived, including
Germans and French Huguenots.
Nevertheless by the time of the
Napoleonic Wars the majority of
the whites in the Cape Colony still
had some Dutch ancestry and they
spoke Afrikaans which is derived
from the Dutch language.

The indigenous people of the
Cape, known as Hottentots and
Bushmen appear to have affected
little resistance to white settlement,
and in fact racial mixing produced
the people who are now known as
Coloureds in South Africa today. The
Boers extended their occupation
northwards and this brought them
into conflict with Bantu tribes such
as the Xhosa. Warfare between
Boer and Xhosa broke out in 1779
and again ten years later.

During the Napoleonic Wars the
British annexed the Cape Colony.
Many of the Boers were not happy
with this but active opposition ceased
after the Slachter's Nek Rebellion
of 1815. Discontent still simmered
however, and this was exacerbated
by the arrival of British migrants,

T HE SOUTH AFRICAN, or as it

the replacement of Afrikaans by
English as the official language,
and the lack of government support
in troubles with the Xhosa. Things
came to a head in 1834 when the
British banned slavery and then
failed to pay the Boers enough of
the promised compensation for
losing slave labour. Over the next
four years up to half of the Afrikaans-
speaking people in the cape colony
migrated northwards in what became
known as The Great Trek.

The Boers established two
states that they hoped would be
independent. They were called
the Orange Free State, and the
Transvaal.

Some trekkers came into conflict
with powerful Bantu tribes such as
the mighty Zulu. In 1838 a force of
500 Boers engaged 10,000 Zulu in
the battle of Blood River. Despite
being vastly outnumbered the Boers
defeated their enemy with minimal
losses.

When diamonds were discovered
in the Orange Free State in 1871 the
British annexed part of their territory
and six years later tried to annex the
Transvaal. This led to the First Boer
War during which the British suffered

serious defeats. At the battle of
Majuba the British lost 280 men,
while the Boers lost only one man.

A compromise was reached and
while the Transvaal stayed a British
Colony the Boers were left to run
their internal affairs. The Transvaal
President, Paul Kruger, signed a
new treaty with the British in 1884
that improved the position of the
Boers and changed the country’s
name to the South African Republic.

The relative poverty of the country
meant there was little more they
could do to assert independence
untii 1886 when the opening up
of extensive gold fields brought
considerable wealth to the Republic.

The goldfields attracted
thousands of outsiders, referred to
by the Boers as Uitlanders, who
complained of what they saw as a
lack of rights compared to the Boers.
Tensions rose and were made much
worse with the Jameson Raid in 1895
when 500 Rhodesian mounted police
came to support the Uitlanders. The
situation deteriorated, especially
with a build up of British forces,
and on 11 October 1899 war was
declared between Britain and the
Boer nations.

At dawn on February 27, 1881, 365 British soldiers staggered on to the summit
of Majuba Hill in Natal in the last and most disastrous bid to relieve garrisons
trapped in the Transvaal by a Boer insurrection. From the 6,000 foot hill they

hoped to blast the turbulent burghers out of their strongpoint at Laing’s Nekand
break through to the rescue. But appalling errors doomed the British to defeat.

Nobody troubled to dig in or fortify any of the hillocks that studded the
summit. Then a force of some 1,000 Boers opened a heavy covei'ing fire.The
British force, pinned to the ground, was unable to follow the movements of
the enemy assault parties. Consequently, when 180 Boers burst over the crest
of the hill they took the British completely by surprise. With no defensive
positions to fall back on, the dumbfounded men were quickly isolated and
picked off. The survivors fled for their lives, leaving behind 93 dead and 133
wounded.To the British Commander-in-Chief Majuba was placed on a par with
Isandhiwana as a“rout ....almost unparalleled in the long annals of our Army”’
Afterwards, the Highlanders were said to have panicked, but an officer in the
burial party recorded that “all were shot in the chest” and none in the back.
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A FAMOUS AUSTRALIAN - COLONEL WILLIAM LIGHT

governor, as in the early days of settlement
so much would depend on the ability and
personality of the chosen man. The position
was offered to Sir Charles Napier, but while
declining it himself, he wrote to the Colonial
Secretary in these words * I advise you to try
and get Colonel Light appointed governor.

By the time Napier’s recommendation
reached the authorities, however, the
appointment was already made. The man
selected was Captain John Hindmarsh.

It was decided in the circumstances
to offer Light a responsible position in the
new colony, and with the strong support
of Hindmarsh he was asked if he would
accompany the first settlers as Surveyor-
General. On him would rest the important
job of choosing the site for the capital, and
surveying it and the surrounding districts. In
the matter of the capital his choice would be
final. The only instructions he received from
the South Australian Company was that they
did not desire the capital to be inland.

Light himself navigated the brig “Rapid
“to Australia, and on August 21¢ 1836,
landed on Kangaroo Island. The other three
vessels, among which was that bearing
Hindmarsh, had already arrived at the island
at intervals over the previous three weeks,
and work was ready to begin.

The Surveyor-General immediately
set himself to perform the task for which
he came to Australia. He decided almost
at once that Kangaroo Island itself was not
suitable as a site for the capital, and crossed
to the mainland, to begin a systematic survey
there. This marked the beginning of a period
of trouble and unhappiness in Light’s life,
which was only to end after his death.

Hindmarsh wanted the capital to be
near the mouth of the Murray or else at
Port Lincoln on the other side of the Gulf.
Jeffcott, favoured Encounter Bay where
Victor Harbour now stands. Light, however,
chose a site on the River Torrens, six miles
inland from the sea, Hindmarsh tried to
persuade him to change his mind and at
least put the capital at what is now the Port
Adelaide River, and where the port for the
capital would have to be situated. But Light
refused to be swayed from his choice, and
he had the final word in the matter by the
rights which had been vested in him. In
deference to the Governor’s wishes, he did,
however, survey 200-300 acres of land at the
port. Hindmarsh was essentially a seaman,
and to him the need for the capital being
on the coast was the all important concern,
but Light realised the difficulty of obtaining
fresh water should he agree to Port Adelaide
for the capital. Posterity has shown how wise
was his choice, but for him, at the time, it
resulted only in bitterness, and the turning of
friends into enemies.

Light worked hard, and within two
mont_h he had laid out 1042 acres of Adelaide,
provu?ing for wide streets and systematic
Planning for future growth. The city itself
he designed as a square, with boundaries of a

mile in length,

Even as late as December 18% 1837,
Hindmarsh tried to have the site of Adelaide
changed, after, a sealer, by the name of
Walker, had reported to him that he had
found a most suitable harbour near the
mouth of the Murray which would make an
ideal site for the capital, he wrote to Lord
Glenelg, asking permission for the change to
be made.

From the time he had arrived in South
Australia, Light’s health had been bad,
and the worry to which he was now being
subjected was taking its toll. Added to this
he had not sufficient staff to enable him to
carry out the country surveying which was
necessary, so that the early settlers could
take up their land. G.S. Kingston, who
was later to become a knight, and who was
then his second in command, was sent back
to England to lay the position before the
authorities to see what could be done to
supply Light with more assistance.

In spite of all difficulties, Light had,
however, surveyed 60,000 acres by the
end of 1837, and 150,000 acres by May of
the following year. Nevertheless, relations
between him and the London Commissioners
were strained.

In June of 1838, Kingston returned.
Any extra assistance had been refused. The
Commissioners stated that on consultation
with their experts it was generally agreed
that Light had more than sufficient staff for
the work expected of him. His methods were
generally condemned, and he was instructed
to carry out a system of running surveys, of
which he could not possibly approve. The
general trend of the Commissioners’ views
is contained in the following extract from
the Third Annual Report, 1838. “In our last
report we stated that the surveys had not
proceeded with celerity which we had a right
to expect, but at the same time expressed a
confident hope that the measures which we
had adopted would secure a satisfactory
progress in the future. This anticipation, we
regret, has not been realized.”

Colonel William Light immediately
resigned his position of Surveyor-General, on
June 22™ 1838, and Kingston was appointed
in his place. This made Kingston unpopular,
as most of Light’s sympathisers felt that his
trip to England had not been in his chief’s
interest, but to further his own. The majority
of the other surveyors also resigned in
protest, and the new Surveyor-General was
left to manage, and to try to manage the
carrying out of the Commission’s demands
with very little assistance.

Light himself became chief of
a private company of surveyors under the
name of Light, Finniss and Co., and although
his health was steadily deteriorating, he
managed to continue working for some
months.

On October 12" 1838, Colonel Gawler
arrived in the colony as governor, and it was
suggested that a public address should be
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sent to the new governor, to ask that Light
be reinstated as the Survey Department
was now in a state of hopeless confusion.
It was learnt, however, that such an action
would be fruitless, as Gawler had expressed
a determination not to consider Light’s re-
appointment.

Apart from his business interests,
Light spent the time after his resignation in
collecting and editing diaries, which he had
kept of all his travels. It was slow work as his
sickness prevented him from long periods of
concentrated effort, His plan was first to
publish a book about the early events of the
colony, which would explain his choice of
the site of Adelaide, and justify his actions as
Surveyor-General.

He was also having a house built, as he
had decided to spend the rest of his life in
South Australia, it was to be called Theberton
after the home of the Doughtys where he had
spent so many happy years in his childhood.
He felt the name was a fitting homage to the
guardians who had cared for him so well.

Early in January of 1839, he set out for
the Para River to conduct a survey for the
South Australian Company. In spite of his
indifferent health, he spent ten hours in the
saddle during one day, he was driving his
body too hard, and during the rest of the
survey he collapsed on several occasions.

He returned to Adelaide on January 21%,
glad to be home to rest, and happy in the
knowledge that very shortly his new home
at Theberton would be ready for occupation.
The next day the house where he was living
was bumnt to the ground when a stray spark
caught the thatched roof, and with it were
burnt all his diaries, sketches and personal
possessions. The shock to Light was
considerable, and his already bad health was
further impaired. But he had a faithful friend,
a Maria Gandy, who nursed him devotedly
and did all in her power to keep up his spirits.
In fact he recovered sufficiently to attempt a
journey in May, seeking the northerly route
to the Murray River, for Light was a man
who refused to allow himself to be beaten.

In spite of his losses in the fire, he
continued with his book, filling in what
he could from memory now he no longer
had his diaries for reference. It appeared
in June under the title of “Brief Journal
of the Proceedings of William Light” A
misspelling in the text has perpetuated the
name “Thebarton” as that for the suburb in
which he built his house, “Theberton”.

From this time onward Light was a
complete invalid; even he could not force
his worn out body to further effort. Nursed
untiringly by Maria Gandy he spent his last
months in bed. Then in the early morning of
October 6® 1839, in his fifty -first year, he
slipped into unconsciousness not to awaken
again.

Public buildings were closed for his
funeral and the whole of Adelaide mourned.
He was buried in the square which bears his
name, and over the grave four years later,
























