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A GREAT AUSTRALIAN WRITER

they bought a drink, they had a way of
suddenly disappearing. ‘In about a month
the 100 pounds scraped together by their
widowed mothers ... is spent — and then?’
What happens to the new chums? There
was an answer of course, and Clarke gave
it:

. some burly squatter, horny of hand
and bushy of beard, comes down from his
station, and says, “Come Jack, lad; I knew
thy father in the old country, and I won’t
see thee in a mess. Come up with
me, and look round the country.’
So young Hopeful goes, and is
put upon a rough horse, and
made to ride stock ...

Allowing for the humorous
exaggerations, this was how
Clarke himself graduated from
new to old chum.

We might have expected
young Marcus, on his arrival
to have joined his uncle James
Langton at Ararat, and indeed
he did spend holidays there;
but at first he did not leave
Melbourne, expecting to enter
the Bank of Australasia when
a vacancy occurred; and in the
meantime he lived on his substance like
the new chum he was. He described
his first six months in an article (which
appeared in the Australian Monthly
Magazine, May 1866) entitled “Austin
Friars” — the name of a hostel and tavern
‘in the heart of the city of Melbourne’,  a
spot sacred to the memory of the jolliest
six months that I ever spent’. Some of his
time was spent in beginning a new version
of a novel he had planned at school. But
he really did nothing of importance except
gather impressions which later became the
subjects of numerous essays and sketches
written in a comic spirit.

What Clarke tells us of his life in the
bank is also amusing. He describes it in
an exaggeratedly humorous way, however,
and to discover the truth we must read
between the line; we then see his reason
for concluding that he was not cut out
to be a business man. A fellow clerk,
Henry Gyles Turner, who later became a
literary historian, left an account of him
in Melbourne Review, January 1882,
which indicated how little talent he had
for banking, yet he called him (in Byron’s
phrase) “Pegasus in harness”. And showed
that for all his hopeless inefficiency he
was well liked. Clarke himself wrote in
Humbug, 3 November 1869:

The manager sent for me, said that he
loved me as his own brother, and that I
wore the neatest waistcoats he had ever
seen, but that my genius was evidently
fettered in a bank. Here was a quarter’s

salary in advance; he had no fault to find,
quite the reverse, but — but — well, in short,
I was not a Business Man.

To be a Business Man’. He says
in the same article ‘is a special gift, - a
sort of inherent virtue, like a cast in the
eye.” There need be little surprise at the
events that followed. In January 1865,
some friends of his uncle took Marcus to a
station near the present town of Glenorchy,
close to the Grampians, where he set about

The ‘Argus’ Office, Melbourne

learning the arts of station life at the twin
properties of Swinton and Ledcourt.

With his 800-pound patrimony (or
what was left of it) in view, Clarke decided
to acquire some ‘colonial’ experience and
then to put it to use by settling on a station
of his own. He seems to have been perfectly
sincereand reasonably successful, enjoying
the life and looking forward to the future
it would provide for him. His aim, as he
said in a letter to Cyril Hopkins (Gerard’s
younger brother), was to make a modest
fortune and retire in order to further his
dearest ambition — to become a writer,
especially a novelist. He thought about
the easy way other men made fortunes in
sheep, and of the quiet life he would be
able to live in a few years time, devoting
all his leisure to literature. Ironical,
idyllic picture! Once more fate dealt him
a blow. For one thing, the government
policy concerning land settlement left
him doubtful about the investment he
must make, and for another, after making
a heroic journey into the back country of
New South Wales looking for land to settle
on, he was ruined by the drought and the
loss of all his horses and equipment. What
little of his outlay he could recover he took
back with him to Melbourne where with
the help of a friend Dr. Lewins, a visitor
to Swinton who was very much impressed
by the literary gifts of the young man, he
obtained a staff appointment on the Argus
newspaper. He had already contributed
a number of bright and amusing articles

to a Melbourne magazine, the Australian
Monthly Magazine (including ‘Austin
Friars’, already quoted), and henceforth
the lines of his life lay plainly before
him. Whatever else he might do, he must
certainly write; he was immediately
recognized as a born journalist, essayist
and commentator.

Despite his natural ability (or
perhaps because of it) Clarke’s association
with the paper as a staff reporter was brief.
He was not temperamentally
suited to dull routine jobs, and
soon tired of the sort of thing
a reporter is asked to do. We
should certainly beware of
believing every curious story
that we hear about Clarke, but
there may be a shred of truth
in the following anecdote,

It was said that what brought
his reporting career to an
abrupt end was his nonchalant
account of an entertainment
which he had not bothered
to attend; he had criticized
the performance of a certain
singer, unaware that the lady
had become indisposed and
had not sung at all. Whether or not he
was careless in these matters, we may
assume, perhaps, that the management
very quickly realized that he had talents of
another kind, and a new arrangement was
made whereby he became what was called
a ‘contributor’. He wrote extensively for
the papers (the Argus and the weekly
Australasian) in freelance style, that is,
he did not receive a regular salary, but
was paid for what he contributed. It is
not easy to recognize Clarke’s earliest
writing, but already by mid 1867 we know
that he was dramatic and other criticisms,
and towards the end of the year he was
conducting his own regular column under
the he:ading ¢ The Peripatetic Philosophcr’
— a mixture of jottings, hearsay and bric-
a-brac along popular lines. He modelled
his style upon the prevalent Punch type
of humour (Thackeray, Douglas Jerrold
George Augustus Sala), and very quick]s;
was acclaimed among the brightest Spirits
then writing in the Melbourne press, Nor
should we under-rate his achievemem_
The Argus of those days was a newspaper
which might compare very favourapy

with an English contemporary exe Y
perhaps, the famous Times,

It is impossible to give an account
of all C!arkc’s writing for the newspapers;
suffice it to say that he was an extremely
active and prolific contributor both to the
Argus papers and to others, and that his
contributions varied greatly in style and
purpose. Even if we consider only those

ept’
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A GREAT AUSTRALIAN WRITER

years this was the title by which the book
was known. The original short form is,
however, now preferred.

There is no doubt that His Natural
Life turned out to be a much more
impressive story than either the printers
or even its author at first intended. For
one thing, it became very much longer.
In the beginning it was agreed that the
story should fill twelve of the monthly
instalments of the magazine; but
eventually it ran on for nearly two and a
half years, what happened, clearly, was
that Clarke, living intimately with his
characters and becoming more and more
wrapped up in them, could not keep to
his original scheme. Like most Victorian
novelists writing for serial publications, he
sketched his story ahead in a general way,
but only wrote what was necessary month
by month; and before long the material had
become too huge to be easily controlled.
It is most unlikely that the story existed in
anything more than outline when Clarke
began; if the book were in any sense
complete we would have to suppose that he
deliberately deceived his publishers about
its length, and this would not be like him.
The probability is that his control over
his imagination, at least in this instance,
was no firmer than his unbusinesslike
handling of his finances. However, while
his freedom with money led to utter
disaster, his prodigality in imagination
was a mark of genius. Certainly this
unexpected expansion of the plan brought
some difficulties. The circulation of
the magazine is said to have gone down
as readers became impatient, and the
proprietors became anxious. Moreover, it
is fairly apparent that in the last part of the
serial Clarke was writing carelessly, under
pressure to finish; and this part of the story
suffers. However, it is pleasing to recall
that the Australian Journal, one of the
most long-lived of Australian magazines
(1865-1961), happily survived the hazard
of publishing His Natural Life and twice
in later years republished the whole of the
serial, on both occasions increasing its
circulation.

The book as it is now generally
read is a revised version and is about
two-thirds of the original length. Most
people would agree that the pruning was
a literary necessity, though it did alter the
palance of the story and stress a sombre
clement which had intended to mark only
the first part of his design. In the serial
version there is relief from the sombreness
in the form of a happy ending. Possibly
with longer time to work out his narrative,
Clarke could have made this ending more
acceptable than it seems, but certainly the
dark and terrible colours of the earlier part

are more convincing, and the tragic ending
of the revision appears now more suitable
and appropriate.

Many people wondered how a man
like Marcus Clarke came to write such a
tale. Partly because they so admired his
achievement, they told stories to suggest
that it was a happy accident — that it
happened through sheer unguided genius.
The public had an image of Clarke as a
witty and lazy man who cared nothing for
serious things — a very wrong impression,
but it must be admitted that he enjoyed the
deception. Mischievously, he did nothing
to correct the illusion that he was a sort
of wild and Bacchanalian bohemian, or
even a kind of Puck among the journalists.
Indeed itis only in His Natural Life that the
deepest seriousness of his real nature ever
does find full expression in his writings and
he must himself carry some of the blame
(if blame it be) for the quirkish legends that
became current. Clarke was so dilatory
in supplying copy for the printer that
Massina had to lock him up in a room at
the printery in order to get the instalments
out of him at all. (It is true that he did miss
instalments twice: on one occasion he was
ill, and on the other, if we may guess, he
was probably furiously angry — it was in
December 1871, when no doubt the firm
was getting very impatient and perhaps
forced upon him an ultimatum to finish.
He did complete the story in another six
instalments, but in more or less slapdash
style.) Other stories were spread, some of
them transparently ill-natured, by envious
rivals who accused him of misusing
information or not acknowledging help;
but this kind of thing only testified to the
great admiration which his book inspired.

Sadly enough, a literary success is
not necessarily a financial one; and as we
have seen, nothing was able to prevent
Clarke’s collapse in 1874. We know how
drastically his bankruptcy at this time
— though it was voluntary and not a forced
sequestration — affected him. He tried
to go on living at the same standard as
before, but it was impossible; he had to
move to cheaper quarters in St Kilda. If
he looked to make his fortune out of his
novel, he was disappointed. This was
nothing new, however, he continually
placed his hopes in his writings, but it was
only journalism which brought him any
substantial income, and that was never
enough. Some property of his cousin, Sir
Andrew Clarke, which he attempted to
manage for him, went astray and he burnt
his fingers over that. His affairs began to
go from bad to worse. In money matters
it appears Marcus Clarke was incorrigible.
In the late seventies he set upon even more
desperate courses — borrowing money at

high rates from moneylenders.

His chief at the Library was about
to retire and he banked on the chance of
promotion to his position. Had his affairs
been in order and his health better (and his
bills at the vintner’s smaller), perhaps the
likelihood of his appointment to the chief
librarianship might have been stronger.
But the Library was a semi-government
institution, and the Public Service took a
dim view of bankrupts. Still Clarke wenton
his merry way. Melbourne had a numerous
and wealthy Jewish community and it was
to one of its leading and most respected
members, Aaron Waxman that he applied
for money early in 1880. Where Jews
were concerned, however, Clarke could
never school himself to be prudent; he had
long ago in his ‘Peripatetic Philosopher’
days, begun to make outrageous jokes at
their expense. He was not prepared to
be very conciliating towards Waxman
who, although he disapproved of Clarke’s
extravagance, really tried to help him. A
story is told that Waxman complained,
“You haf dreated me vorry bad, Mr Clarke,
shocking bad, and afder me inviting you to
my house, t0o”. To which Clarke flippantly
replied “And didn’t I come?”

Clarke not only courted serious
disapproval by his financial difficulties;
about the same time he ran into political
trouble too. He was concerned — there
is some faint doubt about the extent of
his involvement, but we may say he was
in it up to his neck — in a political farce
called The Happy Land, a satire on the
Government at election time. Both the Age
and the Argus thought the piece sufficiently
outrageous and amusing to print in full
when it was ‘censored’ in the theatre. (The
play had been ‘adapted’ from an English
success of 1874, also called The Happy
Land.) Clarke attacked the play, tongue-
in-cheek, in his ‘Atticus’ column in the
Leader, aregular weekly column of topical
remarks and town topics. No doubt he and
the friends who were in the joke derived
much amusement from it. Clarke’s part
in the business was never actually proven,
but the only surviving manuscript of the
text is clearly in his handwriting, though
it also bears the name of his friend R.P.
Whitworth. To be associated with such
a venture at all was not good strategy in
a man who was hoping for promotion at
the Public Library. But Clarke so hated
boredom and pomposity it seems that he
could not resist the chance to make a witty
and satirical joke.

A no less serious indiscretion —
worse, because it offended the pious — was
the controversy which he provoked with the
Bishop of Melbourne, Dr. Moorhouse. In

1879 anew literary magazine, the Victorian
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o STEPS

The following article was published in The
Idaho Observer, Box 457, Spirit Lake, D
83869, USA.

Heritage has reprinted this article from
‘Midnight Messenger’ July-August 2005.
With the kind permission of the Editor;

Richard Lamm is a former governor of
Colorado. Last January he spoke at an
immigration-overpopulation conference
in Washington, D.C. that was attended
by many of America’s finest minds and
leaders.

A brilliant college professor named
Victor Hansen Davis talked about his
latest book, Mexifornia, explaining
how immigration — both legal and
illegal — was destroying the whole
state of California. He said it would
march across the country until it
destroyedall vestiges ofthe American
dream. Then Governor Lamm stood
up and described “his” eight-point
plan to destroy America.

A speech by Governor Richard
Lamm:

If you believe that America is too smug, too
self-satisfied, too rich, then let’s destroy
America. It’s not that hard to do. No nation
in history has survived the ravages of time.

Arnold Toynbee observed that all
great civilizations rise and fall and that,
‘An autopsy of history would show that
all great nations commit suicide.”

Hereis howtodoit. First, turn America
into a bi-lingual, multi-lingual, bi-cultural
country. History shows that no nation
can survive the tension, conflict and
antagonism of two or more competing
languages and culture. However, it is a
curse for a society to be bi-lingual.

The historical scholar Seymour Lipset

put it this way: “ the histories of bi-
lingual and bi-cultural societies that do
not assimilate are histories of turmoil,
tension and tragedy.
“Canada, Belgium, Malaysia, Lebanon
all face crises of national existence in
which minorities press for autonomy, if
not independence”.

Second, invent “multi-culturalism”
and encourage immigrants to maintain
their culture. | would make it an article
of belief that all cultures are equal. That
there is no cultural differences. | would
make it an article of faith that the black
and Hispanic dropout rates are due
to prejudice and discrimination by the
majority. Every other explanation is out
of bounds. We could make the United

States an “Hispanic Quebec” without
much effort.

Third, the key is to celebrate diversity
rather than unity. As Benjamin Schwarz
saidin the Atlantic Monthly recently, “The
apparent success of our own multi-ethnic
and multi-cultural experiment might have
been achieved not by tolerance but by
hegemony. Without the dominance that
one dictated ethnocentricity and what
it meant to be an American, we are left
with only tolerance and pluralism to hold
us together”.

I would encourage all immigrants to

keep their own language and cuiture. |
would replace the “melting pot” metaphor
with the “salad bowl” metaphor. It is
important to ensure that we have various
cultural sub-groups living in America
reinforcing their differences rather
than as Americans, emphasising their
similarities.
Fourth, I would make our fastest growing
demographic group the least educated.
I would add a second underclass,
unassimilated, uneducated, and
antagonistic to our population. | would
have this second underclass have a 50
percent dropout rate from high school.

My Fifth point for destroying America
would be to get big foundations and
business to give these efforts lots
of money. | would invest in ethnic
identity, and t would establish the cult of
“Victimology.” | would get all minorities
to think their lack of success was the
result of the majority. 1 would start a
grievance industry blaming all minority
failure on the majority population.

My Sixth, plan for America’s downfall
would include dual citizenship and
promote divided Iloyalties. 1 would
celebrate diversity over unity. | would
stress differences ratherthan similarities.
Diverse people worldwide are mostly
engaged in hating each other — that is,
when they are not killing each other.

A diverse, peaceful, or stable society
is against most historical precedent.
People undervalue the unity it takes
to keep a nation together. Look at the
ancient Greeks. The Greeks believed
they belonged to the same race. They
possessed a common language and
literature, and worshiped the same
gods. All Greeks took part in the
Olympic Games. A common enemy,
Persia, threatened their liberty. Yet all
these bonds were not strong enough to
overcome two factors: local patriotism
and geographical conditions that
nurtured political divisions.

TO DESTROY AMERICA

IS AUSTRALIA LISTENING? @oiror)

Next to last, Seventh, | would place
all subjects off limits — make it taboo to
talk about anything against the cult of
“diversity.” | would find a word similar to
“heretic” inthe 16" century —that stopped
discussion and paralysed thinking.
Words like “racist” and ‘xenophobe” [and
“anti-semitism”. ed.] halt discussion and
debate.

Having made America a bi-lingual/
bi-cultural country, having established
multi-culturalism, having the large
foundations fund the doctrine of
“Victimology,” | would develop a mantra:
because immigration has been good
for America, it must always be good. |
would make every individual immigrant
sympatric and the cumulative impact of
millions of them.

Lastly, | would censor Victor Hansen
Davis's new book, Mexifornia. His
book is dangerous. It exposes the plan
to destroy America. If you feel that
America deserves to be destroyed, don't
read that book.

END NOTE: When Lamm ended his
speech there was no applause. A chilling
fear slowly rose like an ominous cloud
above each attendee at the conference.
Every American in that room knew
that everything Lamm enumerated
is proceeding methodically, quietly,
darkly, yet pervasively across the United
States today. Every discussion is being
suppressed. Over 100 languages are
ripping the foundation of our educational
system and national cohesiveness.
Barbaric cultures that practice female
genital mutilation are growing as we
celebrate “diversity.” American jobs
are vanishing into the Third Worid as
corporations create a Third World in
America.

Take note of California and other
states. To date, ten million illegal aliens
and growing fast. It is reminiscent of
George Orwell's book, 7984. In that
story, three slogans were engraved in
the Ministry of Truth building: “war is
Peace,” “Freedom is Slavery.” And
“Ignorance is Strength.”

As Governor Lamm walked back 10 his seat,
it dawned on everyone at the conference
that our nation is deeply in troyble. The
situation is worsening fast. If we don'’t get
the immigration monster stopped within the
next few years, it will rage like a California
wildfire across our country destroying
everything in its path — especially The Great
American Dream.
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Letters to the Editor...

In response to the article ‘A New Way In Australia” written by Niget Jackson

DEFINING THE CONCEPTS
Hernitage (Vol.29 No.111) carried an article
by Nigel Jackson calling for a coalition of
understanding involving various religious
groupings. He commented favourably
on Australian Resurgence but disagreed
with some aspects of our policy. What
was disappointing was the logic used
to explain how this publication arrived at
certain positions.

A major stumbling block was
Christianity (“lawed"), which Jackson says
a new political movement cannot base
itself on, because of the “great diversity
of faith” in Australia. What was strange
was Jackson'’s idea that | am opposed to
Islamisation of the West merely because
I might have been sympathetic to the
anti-communist side in the Spanish Civil
War, This is a very curious form of back
to front logic. | am sympathetic to those
who have fought for Christendom, in
whatever time or place. However there
is no link between the 1936 war and
Islamisation in Australia in 2005, which
is opposed by millions of very down-to-
earth Australians. Hopefully this is not an
example of cheap arguing which seeks
to discredit a viewpoint by association. If
so, it's unfortunate and not very effective,
given that the war in question is no longer
news, any more than Popish plots.

The idea of gefting the (‘sacred
traditions”) of different religions ("Muslims,
Hindus, Buddhists, Jews") to work with us
to promote the spiritual in this country
is an idea of Nigel Jackson. It cannot
work because these religions and ours
are mutually exclusive. The only way
they won't be is if all that is contradictory
is ignored or ‘reinterpreted “ out of
existence. This kind of “unity” is a denial
of religion. There is also little point, as
the Muslims are the least inclined to
relativising their religion. It is Islam that
most faithfully realises the caricature of
Christian history presented by Jackson.
Even if we were all of the wishy-washy
kind of politically correct Christian who is
interested in putting the Faith on the same
level as that of the Muslims, it would serve
lithe purpose: Muslims think their religion
is the only true one. Jackson has a big
task to prove that esoteric writers like

Guenon were not in the same tradition
as the New Age syncretism promoted by
the politically correct now. Christianity is
not suited to syncretism, as it is the most
radically exclusive of all religions. Christ
claimed to be the only way. His divinity is
without parallel in any other religion.

Christianity itself refuses to be
“transcended “ by anything, but | think
it goes without saying that being
unapologetic about Christianity does not
mean persecuting members of other
religions.

TRUE MONARCHY

Nigel Jackson has assumed
that because | criticised the Queen's
Christmas message, | should be lumped
together with the system-sponsored
Republican push. He has been mistaken
in his representation of my views on this
subject. Firstly, | did not claim the House
of Windsor was involved in “big business
scams behind the scenes”. | did say the
Queen was a big player in her own right
in the global corporate world. This is a
matter of public record, “Bad King John"
was not respected by the barons who
made him sign Magna Carta, not because
he was a tyrant, but because he behaved
like one of them, instead of identifying his
interests with those of the country. Today
there is a real risk of conflict of interest

My lack of esteem for the current
system is caused mainly by the fact that
it is not a real monarchy. Monarchy
means rule by one. As our present
system of government is plainly ruled
by a giobalised oligarchy, what we have
is more appearance than substance as
far as royally is concerned. Jackson
used the old lines about republics and
bloodshed. This is all very lightweight
There have been conservative Christian
republics like Venice and Switzerland,
and there have been evil monarchies
like those of Ivan the Terrible and Henry
V111. Both terms can mean many things.
| did not think much of the republican
model put to referendum, but the debate
is not assisted by deifying a system
which is hard to define as a monarchy
in the traditional sense. As a system it
dates from 1689, in fact There is nothing
particularly British about being ruled by a

globlalised commercial elite.

Like any traditionalist, | am impressed
by the symbols of royalty, because they
represented the authority of the head of
state and pointed to God as the origin of
authority. However, the government that
realises the monarchical function in reality
is more impressive than the pageantry of
one that has abdicated this function,

Michael Brander
Australian Resurgence

VIEWS ON
SIR WILLIAM DEANE

I am so glad you do not express the
same views of Sir William Deane with
the same interest, neither do |. (Heritage
No.111 2005)

Take Victoria, this state is now officially
belonging to the Australian indigenous
aborigines. The Brack government made
the amendment to our State Constitution
without a legal request by the whole ofthe
people. We should ask the State Governor
please explain the inconsistency of laws,
eg. Section 109,

Sir William Deane is multi-racial,
and this includes everybody even oyr
Australian indigenous aborigines, | quote
from an article in the Herald Syn of
10/6/2005 by Andrew Bolt “ONE LAND |
ONE TRIBEV"

| would like to remind Nigel Jackson
Heritage Issue No.111. 2005 see page 7,
That Australia is already an independent
country since the 1% January 1901,

MY POEM

“Love is in the air’

For a very special Royal pair,

They had to walit for a very long time

To say to each other at last yoy gre
mine.

Mrs Edith Irma Knight
Montmorency, Vic.
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WHAT’S NEW ON CORPWATCH

Holding Corporations Accountable
« http://www.corpwatch.org »

Dear CorpWatch Supporter,

I'm writing to you from Washington DC and the latest major hearing on Halliburton convened by the
Democratic Policy Committee in the US Senate. This is one of the results of CorpWatch's successful new
book, Iraq Inc, and we hope you can support CorpWatch's continued efforts to expose corporate profiteering
on the War on Terror.

CorpWatch's Iraq, Inc:: A Profitable Occupation, published by Seven Stories Press, has been very well
received everywhere. Oliver Robinson of the Observer (UK) called it a “damning guide to the web of private
companies and hired guns parasitically conjoined to the war on terror,” and lan Pindar of the Guardian
(UK) named it “. comprehensive evidence of dereliction and venality . (here’s the raw material here for a
Michael Moore film or a collaboration between David Hare and the ghost of Brecht”

The book has sparked a lot of discussion even in the hallowed halls of United States Congress in
Washington, DC. The staff of Senator Byron Dorgan (D-ND) used Irag, Inc. as a key source to identify
witnesses for a Senate hearing focused on waste, fraud and abuse in Irag, convened by the Democratic
Policy Committee in February. Two of the four speakers: a former senior advisor to the Iragi Media Network
(IMN), the lawyer for two whistleblowers from Custer Battles, a private security company with contracts in Irag,
were invited because of their coverage in CorpWatch.

But the problems of war profiteering have not gone away and we are just as determined to turn up the heat
up on Lesar and his government cronies. 'm heartened by the fact that 250 people came out for the 8 am
protest at Halliburton’s annual shareholder meeting in Houston this May. Even Halliburton CEO David Lesar
approached me at the meeting too say he was following our reports personally!

At CorpWatch, we plan to keep up the pressure on companies like Halliburton in Irag and the dozens of
other war profiteers like Blackwater, Custer Battles and Dyncorp.

We have become an important source for the media: Wall Street Journal, New York Times, BBC and our
progressive friends at Pacifica and Democracy Now! But that's not enough - we need to reach even more
policy makers as well as the mainstream media.

You can help. We are being inundated by letters from whistle-blowers who want the public to know what
is really going on inside the military-industrial complex. Your generous financial contribution will enable our
continued investigations of these stories and publications for activists, the media and the public.

CorpWatch’s newly released 2005 alternative Halliburton annual report, Houston, We Still Have A Problem, I' ¥
yours as a thank you gift from us for $35 or more. % e
Click on the link below to Donate Now or send a check to CorpWatch. Thanks for
your support!

Sincerely,
Pratap Chatterjee
Director, CorpWatch

DONATE TO CORPWATCH

Support CorpWatch's work to hold corporahons accountable on human rights, labor rights and environmental justice issues
through education and activism, Help us bring the critical information. and resources that tens of thousands of you access
every month by making a contribution to CorpWatch. http//www.corpwatch.org/donate/
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MILLIONS FOR WAR - WHY NOT FOR PEACE?

The following article is an extract from “Stop That Thief.” Published 15" February 1944

Planned Panics and Depressions.

“The Money Power is more despotic
than monarchy, more insolent than
aristocracy, more selfish than bureauracy.
It denounces as public enemies all who
question its methods or throw light upon
its crimes.” — William Jennings Bryan,
American Statesman.

I am telling this story of the planned
panics mainly from American history,
not because Money Power has planned
panics and depressions only in that
country, but because we have a complete
picture to relate. America first became a
pawn in the hands of financiers beyond
her shores.

“All the perplexities, confusion and
distress in Americaarose not from defects
in her constitution or confederation,
not from want of honour and virtue, so
much as from downright ignorance of
the nature of coin, credit and circulation
of money,” said President John Adams
in a letter to Thomas Jefferson.

This message may well apply to
Australia, and we can with advantage
take warning and so prevent our
Parliaments from being accused of
ignorance or neglect in regards to the
creation and control of money.

Thomas Jefferson, author of the
Declaration of Independence, when
third president of the United States of
America, made his attitude quite clear on
the bankers’ debt-money policy when he
wrote to John Taylor: “I believe that the
banking institutions are more dangerous
to our liberties than standing armies.
Already they have raised up a money
aristocracy that has set the Government
at defiance. The issuing power should
be taken from the banks and restored to
the Government, to whom it properly
belongs.” This quotation is taken from
the writings of Thomas Jefferson, New
York, 1892, and quoted in Congressman

Jerry Voorhis’ book, “Out of Debt, Out
of Danger”.

I should like to see this statement
placed in large letters before the
Parliamentary representatives of the
people of Australia, so that immediate
action may be taken to free this country
from the grip of the Money Power and
the dangers that may present themselves
in the near future,

The story of the great money
conspiracies is not only peculiar to
America, but the facts revealed from that
country’s history show, over a century
of alternate periods of planned inflation
and deflation, the former making booms
and the other depression, and both
being instruments of the money
manipulator.

These periods have brought vast
fortunes and economic power to a few
and poverty to the many, an inevitable toll
of evils, unemployment, bankruptcies,
hunger, suicides, and even war itself.

International financiers have never
wished any country to be free or to have
a sound monetary basis. Their policy
has always been to keep the people in
turmoil, upset and confused, going from
booms to depressions.

Horace Greely (America) says:
“We boast of having liberated 4,000,000

slaves, but we are careful to conceal the
ugly fact that by our iniquitous monetary
system we have nationalised a system of
oppression more refined, but none the
less cruel, than the old system of chattel
slavery.”

150 Years of Freedom.
Between 1600 and 1765 more than
three million brave souls sought out a
new world in America, away from the
financial entanglements of the old world.
How we debt-ridden countries today
envy their great adventure into that new
world, free from the money-changers!

As for all pioneers, it was a road
associated with physical hardships, but it
produced a great people and established
a great principle.

In 1606 the English Crown granted
the colonists of Virginia their first
Charter.

The most important concession,
contained in Section 10, was that giving
them power and authority “to make
and control a coin to pass current there
between the people and these several
colonies for the more ease of traffic
and bargaining among them and the
natives.”

Prosperity, we are told, reigned there
for 150 years because of the free exercise

TITHING SYSTEM.... ESSENTIALLY JUST

POLL TAX.... NOW TWO SYSTEMS OPERATING

NATIONAL DIVIDEND

MISERABLE CENTRE LINK PAYMENTS WITH ALL THE LEGAL
STRINGS AND PITFALLS ATTACHED... COULDN'T IMAGINE A
DIVIDEND FREELY GIVEN WITH NO STRINGS ATTACHED

HAVE TO STICK THEIR NOSES INTO OTHER PEOPLES’ LIVES

AND ‘DIRECT THEM'.
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of this power to issue and control their

own colonial money.

The two main reasons for this
prosperity were:

1. Because the money was controlled
by the Colonial Government for
and on behalf of the people and was
practically free from fluctuations in
regard to purchasing and value.

2. Because the money was legal tender
and not based on interest-bearing
bonds. The Government had no
interest charges, and to that extent
was relieved of having to levy taxes
on the people.

The Debt System is Born.
From then on the debt-money system
took hold, and also began the great
struggle for American independence,
until the declaration of such was
established on July 4* 1776.

Jefferson and Franklin strove hard
to free America from the domination
of the financial vultures, and these two
great men planned that the Constitution
provide for interest-free money at the
point of origin. Hence the very first
article of the Federal Constitution —
Article 1. Section 8, Part 5 - provides
that “Congress shall have power to coin
money and regulate the value thereof.”
[Our Commonwealth Constitution,
Section 51, provides for the
Government’s “authority over banking
and currency,” but, unfortunately for the
people, too little power is exercised over
these two important matters. ]

The money conspirators quickly set
to work to nullify this most important
provision in the American Constitution.

While President Jefferson sought
to create under the new Government a
money structure “of and by the people,”
Alexander Hamilton led the conspiracy
and planned to create a money system
“of and for the international financiers.”

In 1791, Hamilton got the American
Congress to grantacharterforaprivately-
owned bank of issue, named “The Bank
of the United States,” copying the idea
from the private “Bank of England.”

The Money power always adopts the

idea of giving banks a national title, and
by so doing many people are induced to
imagine that such banks belong to the
nation.

Warnings Unheeded.

President Jefferson said: “if the
American people ever allow private
banks to control the issuance of their
currencies, first by inflation and then by
deflation, the corporation that will grow
up around them will deprive the people
of all their property, until their children
will wake up homeless on the continent
their fathers conquered.”
In the face of this warning, however,
America quickly drifted into the hands of
financial dictatorship, and the conditions
existing today among the vast majority
of the people bear out Jefferson’s
prophecy.

A later President, the great Abraham
Lincoln, indicated the trend of events
in his day when he wrote: “As a result
of the war, corporations have been
enthroned. An era of corruption in high
places will follow, and the money power
of the country will endeavour to prolong
its reign by working on the prejudices of
the people until wealth is aggregated in
the hands of a few and the Republic is
destroyed.”

In 1863, disregarding Jefferson’s
warnings and Lincoln’s advise, the
American Congress was won over to “the
financial manipulators and passed the
National Banking Act,” and by so doing
deliberately deserted its constitutional
power and duty “to coin and regulate
money.” Congress illegally delegated
that power to private interest.

Salmon Chase, Secretary of the

Treasury under Lincoln, said: “My
agency, in procuring the passage of the
National Bank Act, was the greatest
financial mistake of my life.”
“It has built up a monopoly that affects
the very interests of this country, It
should be repealed, but before this can
be accomplished the people will be
arrayed on one side and the banks on the
other in a contest such as we have never
seen before in this country.”

Strictly Confidential.

In 1891, Benjamin Harrison then being
President, it is reported that those who
had so cunningly gained control of
the power to creatc money prepared
and circulated among bankers and
other agents the following confidential
circular:

“We authorise our loan agents in
the Western States to loan out funds on
real estate, to fall due on September 1%,
1894, and at no time thereafter.

“On September 1%, 1894, we
will not renew our loans, under any
consideration.”

“On September 1* we will demand
our money. We will foreclose and
become mortgagees in possession.

“We can take two-thirds of the farms
west of the Mississippi, and thousands
of them east of the great Mississippi as
well, at our own price.

“We may as well own three-fourths
of the farms of the West and the money
of the country.

“Then the farmers will become
tenants, as in England.

“After September 1% the interest we
receive on coupons will be accumulated.
We will not lend any of our funds after
that date, as we can make more money
by withholding our interest income.”
Could anyone conceive a more diabolical
conspiracy against those who create the
real wealth of a country (goods and
services )?

Planned Money Scarcity.

To carry into effect the instructions
of 1891 a second circular was sent out,
bearing the date of March 11, 1893, and
under the signature of the American
Bankers’ Association, as follows.

“Dear Sir, - The interests of national
banks require immediate financial
legislation by Congress. Silver, Silver
Certificates, and Treasury notes must be
retired and national bank notes, upon a
gold basis, be made the only money.”
[“National banks here mean private
banks.]

“This will require the authorisation
of 500,000,000 to 1,000,000,000 dollars
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of new bonds as a basis of circulation.

“You will at once retire one-third of
your circulation (your paper money) and
call in one-half of your loans.

“Be careful to make a monetary
stringency among your patrons,
especially among influential business
men.”

“The future life of national (private)
banks as fixed and safe investments
depends upon immediate action, as there
is an increasing sentiment in favour of
Government legal-tender notes and
silver coinage.”

Both of these letters were recorded
in “Truth About Money” and other
American records.

The deliberately-planned money
scarcity by the calling in of loans meant
that millions of honest, hard-working
people lost their entire properties.

The conspirators falsely blamed the
Sherman law, which permitted the use
of constitutional silver money and silver
certificates, and the people blindly urged
Congress to repeal this law.

Prior to World War 1. It was Britain
which possessed the controllers and
manipulators of international finance,
but during the war Britain lost the world
control of gold, that control temporarily
passing to America, which had financed
the war with money, credit and materials
of war,

“Cold-Blooded. “

A secret conference of bankers,
held in Washington on May 18% 1920,
was known as the Orderly Deflation
Committee of the American Bankers’
Association, and its policy was, as
before, to create an artificial scarcity.

This interesting disclosure is made
in the Congressional Record, May
2™ 1933, regarding Mr. John Skelton
Williams, who was Comptroller of the
Currency, one of the most important
offices in the Federal Government.

When Mr. Williams heard that a
certain resolution was being considered
by this Deflation Committee of the
American Bankers’ Association, he
did everything possible to prevent its
passage.

“He said, I told the other members
of the Board, “Do you know that this
will break lots of little country banks?”
They cold-bloodedly answered me, “
They ought to break; there are too many
of them.” I told them, “ Don’t you know
it is going to ruin lots of farmers?” and
they cold-bloodedly replied to me, “
They ought to be ruined, they are getting
so prosperous they won’t work.”

“We can take two-thirds
of the farms west of the
Mississippi, and thousands
of them east of the great
Mississippi as well, at our
own price.”

The Great Depression of 1929-31.

The United States Bankers’
Association magazine, August 6%, 1924,
plans for another conspiracy and states:

“Capital must protect itself in every
possible way, both by combination and
legislation. Debts must be collected.

“Mortgages must be foreclosed as
rapidly as possible. When through a
process of law, the common people lose
their homes, they will become more
docile and more easily governed through
the strong arm of Government, applied by
a central power of wealth under leading
financiers. These truths are well known
among our principal men, now engaged
in forming an imperialism to govern the
world. By dividing the voters through
the political party system we can get
them to expend their energies in fighting
for questions of no importance.

“It is thus by discreet action we can
secure for ourselves that which has been
so well-planned and so successfully
accomplished.”

This statement in itself is surely enough
to condemn the present debt-money
system.

The 1929-31 crisis is still too well
known, not only to Americans but
also to Australians, to require any
detailed reference, and the evil effects
of the famous Premiers’ Plan, dictated

from overseas, are still fresh in our
memories.

“Wise men.” Who were in the know,
we are told, began secretly selling their
stocks and bonds, while land and other
asset values, price levels, business
generally, and the standard of living all
fell at an alarming rate.

“It was in 1931 that the American
Bankers’ Association held their annual
convention in Baltimore, Maryland.
The principal speaker is reported to
have said:

“We, the men in this room, the
men who control the financial destiny
of the nation, we knew in 1927 that the
terrible depression was coming and we
did nothing to prevent it.”

An American wrote in 1940: We
are witnessing one of the great epochal
tragedies of American history. “ Instead
of driving the money-changers out
of the temple, we are being asked to
vacate and to give them the keys:”

The financier knows when to get
out from under — he knows when wars
are coming and when going. They
cash in or cash out, according to inside
information gained.

THE VICIOUS CIRCLE
“Rags make paper,
Paper makes money,
Money makes banks,
Banks make loans,
Loans make poverty,
Poverty makes rags.”
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OUT OF THE ASHES
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stock off properties where possible.
Stock company representatives were
there to verify losses for future insurance
purposes. The Control Centre remained
operating from the Tenterden Store and
the general community continued to
supply food and drinks to volunteers.

On Monday 29th December, the
practical responsibilities of mustering,
transporting and burying of stock
continued with a numbness that got
the job done, there would be time later
to think about the ghastliness of it all
but for now, the community worked
untiringly.

A meeting of the two affected Shire
communities was called with the Shire
Presidents and Administration Staff,
FESA, Fire Chiefs, Telstra, Department
of Agriculture and other support
organizations to form a Recovery
Committee under the Chairmanship of
Mrs Sandra Lehmann from Cranbrook.

Phone calls began coming into the
Shire with offers of assistance of grain,
hay and agistment, household and
personal goods for families. A grain
donation facility was organised with
the State’s grain handler, CBH and the
Tenterden Bush Fire Appeal was opened
at the Cranbrook Community Bank.

By now, the need for emotional
support for those affected by the fire was
an important factor and on Tuesday 30th
December, local people in four groups
of two were allocated families to visit
throughout the day and Ministers and
Pastors from all Churches were also
visiting families and providing support
where needed.

On Wednesday 31st December
the second meeting was held with
representatives from  Shires and
Agencies, and people were co-opted
to organise various tasks such as the
co-ordination of donations and needs for
grain, hay and agistment, future fencing
programmes, media and information.

Each family had been visited the
previous day and to offer support, up
to seventy New Year’s Eve Hampers
were prepared by volunteers with goods
supplied by various service and support
groups from around Western Australia
and delivered to every family who were
affected in any way by the fire.

It was found that the farmers were
coping better than the lifestyle people

and the hampers went a long way to
help them realise that everyone was
equally concerned about their welfare
and emotional needs. A One-Stop Shop
providing counselling services from
Southern Ag-care and Department of
Community Development was set up
at Tenterden for the first few weeks and
although the practical help was the main
need, an informal ‘network’ kept an eye
open and an ear tuned for anyone who
was having a difficult moment and that
continues today.

From the beginning, the main focus
was support for the young people who
had lost two mothers from their family

Hugging suddenly became
the most common
form of greeting — and
tears welled without
awkwardness - it was
important to us all. Itis a
day we will never forget.

and on the 12th January a Memorial
and Thanksgiving Service was held for
Judith Ward and Lorraine Melia and for
the lives of the volunteers and everyone
who had been affected by the fire. The
Cranbrook Memorial Hall spilled over
with people from our communities and
from throughout the Great Southern
Region coming together to offer their
condolences, their thanks and support.

From the farming community around
the State came offers of agistment for
everyone who required it, thousands of
rolls or bales of hay and hundreds of
tonnes of grain either to the burnt out
farms or grain donated into CBH to be
stored for later use.

A Weekly Newsletter was produced
to keep people informed of what
assistance was available, what was being
organised for rebuilding the hundreds of
kilometres of fences, information from
the Shire Council and general advice
about the Bushfire Recovery.

The Tenterden Bushfire was
supported by the Lord Mayor’s Disaster
Relief Fund and local fundraising began
in earnest. Country people will take any

opportunity for a wacky fund-raiser and
the patrons of the Borden Tavern, eighty
kilometres to the east of Tenterden,
organised a Jelly Babe Wrestling event
— and eight hundred litres of jelly and
twelve jelly covered babes later, they
handed over a cheque for $1,600.00.

The Cranbrook Australia Day
Breakfast was just finishing when
three road trains of hay arrived from
Narembeen where they had been
suffering from drought conditions for
the few years before but a great season
had given them an abundance of hay and
when the three truckies joined the crowd
for breakfast, they were delighted to be
able to let us know that this was their
opportunity and thanks for all the help
that had been given to their community
in recent times.

As a result of the Bushfire, a Fire
Awareness Day was held early in
February for nearly 100 women with
four women who had to face the fire with
their families giving a vivid description
of their fearful experiences in those few
hours. Since that first Fire Awareness
Day, similar days have been held
throughout rural and outer metropolitan
areas in Western Australiaand the women
who told their stories impressed so
much, that FESA have produced a video
featuring them retelling their stories and
also incorporating information on the
preparations which should be carried out
ready for the summer months and what
can be done to prevent loss of life and
property in the event of a fire.

By the first week in February it
was felt that the community needed an
opportunity to come together socially
and a Tenterden Revisited BBQ was
held for over 200 people on the back
lawn at the Tenterden Store. This was
a day to be with friends and neighbours
and it helped everyone realise that others
were experiencing the same emotions,
tiredness because of the seemingly
never ending work, and gratitude for the
assistance that was being offered.

The matter of clearing roads and
fence lines of burnt trees and debris was
a job for the Shire and other contractors,
and the rolling up and burying of
kilometres of bumnt fencing wire and
stacking thousands of blackened steel
posts was well under way and help came
from every quarter within a few days of
the fire.
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