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in 1911, was an ideal match. His bride, a
squatter’s daughter named Mary Campbell,
wrought an unexpected change in the
Attorney-General. Even close friends were
amazed at the difference in him, for his
wife’s charm and constant solicitude for
his welfare not only did more than anything
else to prevent a complete breakdown
from overwork but helped this particular
ogre of the Labor Party to blossom as an
outstanding example of social virtues. He
became henceforth famed for his wit, and
easy grace, qualities which won him many
feminine followers, who proved a great
support in his later battles.

It was 1n 19135 that Hughes first became
Prime Minister of Australia, on Fisher’s
retirement from the office to become
CommonwealthHighCommissioner. During
the latter part of his ministry he had relied
more and more on his Attorney-General, so
that when nominations were called for to fill
the position of Prime Minister, Hughes was
the only name put forward. It was a difficult
time to take the wheel of the ship of state,
when the Commonwealth with the rest of
the British Empire was engaged in war.

Billy, by now was fifty-one, and his
years of unceasing toil and political troubles
had told on his never robust physique, so
that he looked older than his years. His hair
was thinning, his moustache greying, and
his deafness an ever-increasing handicap.
There were some who asked publicly
whether the apparently frail Hughes could
be expected to stand up to the rigors of a
Prime Minister’s life; to which Billy replied
that if he had ever possessed a constitution
he would have been dead.

DODDERING TORY

Apartfrom natural difficultiesassociated
with a war-time ministry, Hughes’ task was
further complicated by sections of the Labor
Party, both inside and outside Parliament,
which openly questioned the wisdom and
even the sincerity of his leadership. This
attitude had arisen as a result of his frequent
and vehement public statements that all
sectional, party or other questions had to
be subordinated to the job of fighting a
successful war, a policy entirely at variance
with those who placed the implementation
of the party platform above everything,
including the war. Another, although smaller
group, felt Hughes was committing Australia
to a part in a conflict beyond her manpower
resources. He was accused on all sides of
abandoning his party, of being a “dodfieﬁng
Tory,” of turning his back on Latpr “with the
blushless impudence of an Iscariot.”

But, Billy, in spite of criticism, stuck to
his principles, and reiterated his belief that
the only thing which really mattered was
to win the war. His “call to arms” roused
a storm of protest, but not so great a one as
the subsequent acceptance of the invitation
by the British Government to visit Britain
early in 1916.

Hughes, accompanied by his wife and
six-months-old daughter Helen, sailed
for London in January, where his arrival
occasioned no more than the normal
attention due to a war-time Dominion
Prime Minister. But after his first speech,
as Guest Speaker at a courtesy luncheon at
the House of Commons, he was a celebrity.
His speech produced an astonishing effect,
not only on his listeners but on the British
Press and the nation as a whole. He called
for abandonment of “business as usual,”
he called for total war, military, naval and
economic. It was the first of many speeches
which he delivered as he ranged the country
from north to south during the next few
months, attracting thousands of listeners.

“Live everyday as
though your destiny
depended upon your

actions during that

day. Never shirk a

fight, and don’t be
afraid to take risks.”

In England, honours were showered on
him; he had special audience with the King
and was invited to spend a weekend as His
Majesty’s guest at Windsor Castle. He was
given the freedom of ten cities, including
London; he became a Privy Councillor, and
received honorary Doctorates of law from
universities all over the country. In France
he was welcomed with equal enthusiasm.

Billy was invited to attend meetings of
the War Cabinet, but even here he was not
prepared to sit back and learn from those
more experienced than himself. He argued
and fought with the same lusty enthusiasm
that characterised his participation in the
meetings of the debating club at Balmain.
Stories of him circulated in thousands,
and many more were the cartoons which
caricatured him. A famous one by Low
portrayed most of the braves of the War
Cabinet flown before Billy’s tempestuous
pounding of a blotter while at the other end
of the table a crushed Asquith beseeches
Lloyd George, “David, speak to him in
Welsh, and pacify him.”

While he was in England, Hughes was
offered a Cabinet post, one ranking third
in seniority. It was a tempting offer, but
he refused it. He was Prime Minister of
Australia and his two major tasks were to
advance the Australian cause and to get the
war over as soon as possible.

Before returning home, Hughes was
sent as the accredited British representative
to the Economic Conference in Paris, where,
as everywhere else, he was a dominating
figure. He returned to England in triumph
and bought fourteen cargo steamers to
take the Australian wheat he had sold to its

various destinations. Although afterwards
they were to lie rusty hulks in Sydney
Harbour, these ships helped tremendously
in the task of feeding Britain during that
trying year, of 1917.

Billy received a royal welcome when
he returned to Australia, and every capital
feted and cheered him. But the one question
which was uppermost in everyone’s mind
was whether there was to be conscription or
voluntary enlistment. For a while the Prime
Minister turned a deaf ear to the question, but
at last, it could be avoided no longer, and he
called for a referendum, going into the fight
for conscription with his typical ferocity.

His cry was, “If the Allies are defeated
Australia will become a German possession.
Will our opponents say that our country
must perish when she can be saved if she
resorts to compulsion?”

The Labor movement was split from
top to bottom. In the heat of the battle he
had been allowed no time to think of the
fate of the Party, nor of his own political
future. At nine-thirty on the eve of the vote
he stepped down from the last platform
he had mounted in the campaign, utterly
exhausted. He had fought a terrific fight,
he had incurred enmity in the Party he led,
he had broken friendships of years, and he
knew he had failed.

The people’s answer to the Referendum
was “No.” As Billy entered the Caucus
room after the vote had been made known,
a Queensland member rose to his feet and
suggested that the meeting considered that
the Prime Minister no longer possessed the
confidence of the Party as leader. Hughes
made no reply. The scene which followed
is thus described by Frank C. Browne, in his
biography, “They Called Him Billy.”

“The Prime Minister took a last look
round the smoke-filled room. With a quick
movement he gathered up his papers. He was
on his feet. For the last time the voice which
had dominated all discussions in the last
two years, reached out to still the clamour.
‘Let all who support me, follow me.’ In a
moment he was at the door. Twenty-three
of the sixty-five followed him out.

“The slam of the door severed William
Morris Hughes from the Party which
he had done more than anybody else to
create. It shut the Party out of office for
thirteen years.”

In 1918 the war ended, and Hughes
opposed by many but supported by the
mighty Lord Milner, made Dominion
representation at the Peace Conference.
His main objectives were annexation of
the German Pacific possessions already
occupied by Australia, the preservation of
the White Australia policy in the face of
demands for racial equality, and reparation
in full from Germany. Wilson was his
prime opponent, especially on the subject of
mandates, but he was out-voted in the Third
Assembly, and so had to agree. Actually,
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Hughes’s idea had been outright possession
of the Pacific Islands, but he had to bow to the
inevitable, and in the White Australia policy
the fight was with Baron Makino of Japan,
who wished to obtain free entry for Japanese
into the mandated territories. Hughes won
this fight only at the eleventh hour, but it
was a victory which was to mean much to
Australia later. Her position in the Second
World War would have been grave indeed
with Japanese already in New Guinea.

Billy was again received enthusiastically
on his return to his homeland, but public
opinionissofickle thatsoon he wasindisfavour
again. The trouble began just after the first
peace time election, when early in 1921, an
anonymous list of subscribers presented him
with twenty-five thousand pounds as a token
of appreciation for his services to Australia
and the Empire. His critics played up his
acceptance of the gift, even in spite of the fact
that he did not know a single name on the list,
so that a feeling against him grew more and
more as the time approached for the General
Elections of 1922.

In June, 1921, Hughes went once more
to England for another Imperial Conference.
This time he triumphed in the field of inter-
Empire wireless communication, which was
afterwards to mean so much to Australia as
Amalgamated Wireless in peace and war.
During his absence, the position of the
Nationalist Government deteriorated, so that
on his return he made a tour of the States to
answer the criticisms levelled against it.

The election of 1922 resulted in a
Nationalist-Country Party coalition, and
just six weeks later Hughes announced his
resignation in favour of Mr. S.M. Bruce. He
was a tired man, and felt that now he wanted
to devote himself for a while to those
things for which he had had not time for or
opportunity during his long life in politics.
He spent much of his time with his wife
and daughter. The trio were inseparable
and did all the things they had wanted to do
for years. But Hughes could not remain in
idleness for long, and decided on a lecture
tour of the United States by way of a change.
In America, he was, as everywhere, a great
success, and he returned to Australia fully
refreshed and prepared for the fight, which
was still ahead.

He was nearly sixty-one when he fought
and won his next election, but although
he had gained an impressive majority,
he slipped more or less into the political
background. Many thought that when the
General Election of 1928 came round he
would not contest his seat, but they were
mistaken, and the result was as it had always
been. By this time Parliament had become
used to his taking a back seat.

But, there was fight in the Little Digger
yet. He declared war suddenly in a bitter
denunciation of the Country Party and
its leader, and of the policy concerning
Commonwealth Arbitration. Accompanied

by E.A. Mann, member for Perth, he walked
across the floor to the Opposition benches
when time came to vote. Others followed
him. The Speaker refused to vote, which
made the number even. Then, dramatically,
another member, Marks, crossed the floor,
and the Government was defeated. Hughes
had come back to life. He embarked on
another country tour, and once again he was
the public idol.

The defeat of the Government was
inevitable in the next General Election, and
Hughes won his seat with an overwhelming
majority. He created a new party and called
it the Australian Party. Almost overnight the
Nationalists, and the faction led by Lyons,
who had crossed the floor, became the United
Australia Party. An entirely U.A.P. Cabinet
was formed for a few weeks after the General
Election, and after thirteen years as a private
member, Hughes once again took his seat on
the front Treasury Bench.

PERSONAL SETBACK

And then tragedy struck. In 1937
Hughes’s daughter Helen, died. Beautiful.
talented, his whole world had centred round
her. From every comer of the world, even
from the King and Queen, messages of
sympathy poured in. For days he sat alone in
his study, politics and everything forgotten.
He even toyed with the idea of throwing
up everything, so hard was he hit. But the
common sense of his wife Dame Mary,
overpowered his morbidity, and he returned
to his office, outwardly an unchanged man.

Then came Germany’s occupation of
Austria, and Australians generally began to
take an interest in the Little Digger’s call
for adequate defence. Prime Minister Lyons
made him Minister for External Affairs, and
when the Munich crisis occurred he was the
only man who could be found to enlist a
force of 70,000 militia in the nation-wide
recruiting drive.

As he toured the country calling on the
youth of the nation to be prepared to defend
their land, Hughes recaptured the fire and
enthusiasm of his own youth. In March
1939, the drive was completed, and proved
another brilliant success for the man people
had begun to think was too old.

A month later Lyons died of a heart

attack, and Robert Menzies took over the
Prime Ministership. In 1940, after Australia
had been to the polls again and returned the
Government, Hughes became Minister for
the Navy and Attorney-General in the new
Cabinet. But Menzies was forced to resign
as Prime Minister, and Fadden, leader of the
Country Party, formed a Government which
lasted for a few weeks only. Then John
Curtin, leader of the Labor Party, became
Prime Minister, and Hughes became leader
of the Opposition, while at the same time
offering the new Government every co-
operation in the wartime task. He soon
decided, however, that a younger man was
needed to wage Party battles, and stepped
down in favour of Menzies, becoming
instead the new Deputy Leader.

When the Imperial Conference to plan
the victory was mooted, Curtin asked the
veteran of the Paris Economic Conference
of 1918 to go to England for Australia. “I’ll
think it over,” Billy replied. “It means a
complete break with the Party, and I will be
eighty in a few months, you know. Will you
give me some time?”

It did mean a break with the Party of
course, for with his refusal to resign from
the War Advisory Council came Hughes’
expulsion from the U.A.P.

With the end of the war and the
termination of the War Advisory Council,
there remained no bar to Hughes joining
the Liberal Party, which he did at the
invitation of Robert Menzies. Four days
before his eighty-first birthday, Mr William
Morris Hughes became Liberal M.P. for
North Sydney. That was in 1945, and the
Government elected was a Labor one. Four
years later now eighty-five, he once more
contested and won the same seat when the
Liberal party, still under the leadership of
Menzies, took office.

Despite his great age and his acute
deafness, Billy Hughes remains the wittiest
and most caustic of parliamentarians, still
living up to the advice he gave younger
politicians some time ago, advice which
seems to have been the driving force behind
his long career: “Live everyday as though
your destiny depended upon your actions
during that day. Never shirk a fight, and
don’t be afraid to take risks.”
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Letters to the Editor...

WHERE’S THE ANZAC

SPIRIT?

Would you kindly publish the
following letter 29/1/06 in full, complete
with my name and address.

We all have to grow old, fair enough,
but what | cannot understand, are
people especially well-informed and
well-read Conservatives, who decide
they are “too old” for any further political
activities, and so “retire”. This of course
leaves the minority of “willing” workers
in any organization to attempt to keep
up the increased workload.

This shrinking minority generally will
not stop until they either “burn out’ or
“pass on”.

To retire through plain ill-health
or physical inability to carry on is
excusable, but | see no good reason
why anyone in fairly good health and
physically able, cannot keep going
through their 70’s and even 80’s.

There are a few, a very few,
dedicated Conservatives who do so,
the ‘willing workers”, but, they will not
last forever.

In the meantime the early, but still
fit, “retirees” look on, apparently without
conscience, responsibility or even the
ANZAC Spirit.

They are letting the few who carry
on down. Shame! | am sorry to say,
that | cannot understand my fellow
Australians anymore.

Mr Ron Barnett
46 Dennis Street
Lakemba, Sydney NSW.

WORLD POWER &
AUSTRALIA

The Dec. ‘05, volume 30, edition of
Heritage Magazine, is must reading for
everyone disturbed by the course of
eradication of Australian Nationalism
our nation is being forced to take ...and
those who are not disturbed, for they
might then be awakened to the plight in
store for them. Two articles of particular
interest to me are, “The Western Free
Press: The Politics of Information” by
Denis Ross and “Joseph of Arimathea
~ Who was He?” by David Murray.

“The Politics of Information”’really
should be bulk printed and distributed
Australia wide, in a way that would by-
pass the all-powerful censoring media
manipulators. As Denis Ross explains,

and | interpret, that the media aids and
abets self-appointed World Power'’s
every move to destroy Australia’s once
well balanced and unique society - - -
this is happening universally of course
- - - but [ am only concerned with what
is happening to Australia!

Media subterfuge plus the art of
garbling “news” to keep the people
“dumbed down”, and endless reports
on sport, accidents, beauty contests,
ugly contests, this competition, that
competition, murders, rapes, this
scare, that scare, serve as a screen
behind which World Government get on
with their plan to take over the World.
While a large percentage of Australians
realise what is really going on, just as
large a percentage do not - - - or will
not!.

“Joseph of Arimathea - Who
was He?” is riveting! Having all my life
felt my way, more or less by instinct,
regarding religion, | found this account
most satisfying, because it provides
a background to that with which | am
familiar; David Murray’s explanations
are workmanlike and believable.

| believe God's still in His Heaven,
though all is not right with the world.

If only we would make the effort to
REALISE this! Without a solid Christian
foundation to build upon, Man will
go messing-up God's earth and his
people, by continually flexing his little
muscles to prove that he is “King of
Might', with the right, to rearrange the
universe; and believe you me, does he
play havoc trying to do so, during his
short allotted span on Earth, leaving no
good for those following.

How much longer do we have to
suffer?, before Australians rise up and
issue an ultimatum to those in power,
as happened in the days of a despotic
King John, who was forced to sign
Magna Charta, so that people could
once again have a “fair go”".

T.M. Greene McCosker,
Montville Qld.
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READER’S SUGGESTED READING

In the past year | have found some
interesting books and wonder if it
would be possible to include them as
suggested reading obtainable from the
Library Service in each state:

Nicol, John & Tony Rennell:

THE LAST ESCAPE:

Untold story of Allied Prisoners of War
in Germany 1944-45

Viking 2002,

Adie, Kate:

THE KINDNESS OF STRANGERS:
Autobiography of BBC'’s Chief News
Correspondent.

Headline Book Publishing 2002.

Simpson, John:

THE QUIET OPERATOR:

the story of Major L. R. D. Wilmott,
Special Forces Signaller Extraordinary.

Mackay, James:

THE ALLIED JAPANESE CONSPIRACY:
Pentland Press

BETRAYAL IN HIGH PLACES: Tasman
Archives, NZ.

Winchester, Simon:

THE SURGEON OF CROWTHORNE:
Tale of Murder, Madness and the
Oxford Dictionary.

Penguin Books.

| am now enjoying “ THE DRAMA OF
THE LOST DISCIPLES” By David
Murray. Thanks to the excellent article
in Heritage Issue 113.

Anne Russell
Wangaratta, Vic.

Contributions

Heritage welcomes readers’

humourous storles, anecdotes,

riddles, poems or jokes. Better stll if g™
accompanled by an lllustration!
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THE PARTY

an exposure of the political party system

NCE UPON A TIME the Great

Lord created a wonderful
playground for all the creatures he
had in mind. The simple creatures,
being behaviour programmed, could
not appreciate the wonder of it but to
one, called mankind, He gave some of
His own intelligence so that wonders
could be known.

Mankind being innocent was also
blind to the wonder of it all, but then the
Great Lord created two spirit imps called
Good and Evil (Isaiah 45/7) to teach
mankind values. And he said to them,
| will give you each one choice out of all
the possibilities available to mankind and
that choice will be your guide to teach
mankind humanity.

Now who will choose first? “Let me
be first”, said Good (afraid that Evil would
choose the best thing and leave him sec-
ond best). Evil, being devious and know-
ing there were many choices, agreed (he
preferred to know the choice of Good so
he could choose the best foil).

Good chose ‘Free will because he
wanted each man to be able to get the
very best from life in accord with his am-
bitions and abilities. Evil smiled “ Let
THE PARTY begin” he said.

It may not be obvious that there is
any similarity between ‘party’ as in birth-
day party and ‘party’ as in political party
but clearly both are self-serving and not
devoted to human welfare.

Given “Free-will” Evil saw the oppor-
tunity to temp man to selfish pursuits.

IS TRUE DEMOCRACY
POSSIBLE?

Our first democratic parliament was
formed in 1295 by King Edward 1. It be-
came known as the “Model Parliament”
because it became the model for suc-
ceeding parliaments in England.

Subversion began with the first
modem political ‘party’ in the reign of
Charles11, 1630-85; (New Book of
Knowledge)

In republican USA ‘democracy’ began
in 1787 and those framing the Constitu-
tion were clearly aware of the threat from
factions in government. Nevertheless,
subversion began with the introduction
of parties in 1797; (Webster's New Ref-
erence Library). It is interesting that one
of the factions called itself Democratic
— Republicans. Was this to be the be-

ginning of the ‘party system’ where two
parties work together to manipulate the
public rather than operate as genuinely
separate factions?

In Australia our democratic Federa-
tion began in 1901 with proclamation
of The Constitution. At that time parties
were already operating in State Parlia-
ments although most States had a pe-
riod of about thirty years of party free
government up to 1890.

Our Constitution made no mention
of party politics but the democratic ideal
was subverted by parties within twenty
years.

Political parties have
brought corruption,
massive debt and
social breakdown to
monarchy and republic
alike.

People submit to political parties be-
cause parties relieve us of responsibility
for governing ourselves. Just choose a
party and leave it to them. An unthinking
decision! How many people trust their
wealth and possessions to another? Yet,
we happily trust our wealth and our lives
to unknown politicians.

Is true democracy possible? Will par-
liament become an uncontrollable rabble
without party direction?

We have lived so long with parties
that people cannot imagine parliament
without parties, “It would dissolve into
shambles”, they cry. “In any event the
system is too well entrenched, it could
never be overturned”.

These objections, as we shall see,
are imaginary. They show just how ef-
fective and pervasive propaganda can
be.

Political Party Government is by na-
ture devious and anti-democratic; no
other area of administration uses this
system.

We must be real dummies to be-
lieve we can substitute politicians for our
mummies for the rest of our lives. Our
Constitution provides for democracy but
to attain it we have to take responsibil-
ity.

To understand party politics we must
first face that there are NOT two or three

significant alternatives in a ‘party sys-
tem’. There may be two or three small
‘parties’ OUTSIDE the ‘system’ but the
power is in a PAIRING of parties. The
party system works as a ‘Punch & Judy’
with a behind-scenes power orchestrat-
ing the action. This secret has good dis-
guise, only a few leading leaders know-
ingly take part.

Obviously many of the ideas and
plans that have changed the nature of
Australian life over recent years have not
been borne within parliament and have
not been subject to party contest. Where
for example, did the multiracial (muiticul-
tural idea) come from? What parliamen-
tarian thought of it, what was his motiva-
tion and when did he first try to explain
it to the public or the parliament? What
was the media response? What was the
public response?

Extremely important cultural changes
have been made in recent years without
party dispute or media disclosure. How
did they develop?

Have you ever thought it strange that
no other administrative area of society
uses the ‘party’ or ‘adversary’ system?

Factions may form in any group but
they do not consolidate into oppositions
to permanently frustrate the work of ad-
ministration. Factions normally are part
of a fluid power struggle.

Another example is the United Na-
tions. Most members of this political
organisation represent political parties,
nevertheless there are no party divi-
sions in the UN. Again we see evidence
of behind-scenes power. Parties might
be great to fool the people but they must
not be allowed to cause divisions within
the main administrative body of the party
system.

THE UN IS FREE OF PARTY
OBSTRUCTIONS.

There is an obvious flaw in factional
administration. Parties divide the avail-
able talent into two or more opposing
forces whose efforts are directed to mu-
tual frustration.

To expose the nature of The Party
System we have to accept that it is a
form of government in its own right. In
this it has equality with theocracy, de-
mocracy, autocracy et cetera. No other
form of government can co-exist with the
party system.
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A suitable name for ‘The Party Sys-
tem’ is ‘Factionocracy meaning “Faction
Power” worshipping many Gods". Be-
cause this system of government has not
previously been named it has been able
to infiltrate and subvert other forms and
use the defeated system as a disguise.
The real puzzle is not how government
could work without parties but how an in-
efficient rabble of factions has been able
to hood-wink the public and survive for
so long in the top administrative arena.
Oniy public sloth and vested interest de-
ceit could keep it in place without self-
disintegration or popular revolt.

We need to keep in mind that the
party system is, by nature, so atrociously
inefficient and communally destructive
that it could only survive as long as it is
organised, disciplined and supported by
outside forces. These behind-scenes
forces will desperately try to prevent
any nation regaining true democracy be-
cause the benefits of good administration
will quickly expose a world betrayed and
enslaved through the ‘party system’.

The final argument for true democ-
racy is that it worked quite well until un-
dermined by parties. Had Constitutional
Democracy been given the chance to de-
velop, factional politics would be thought
a joke.

DO WE NEED TRUE
DEMOCRACY?

We hear ( or know of ) increasingly
horrific social abuses: massacres, child
abuse, financial fraud et cetera on a
grand scale. What is the cause? The
cause is CORRUPT GOVERNMENT!

My own extensive study has shown a
more advanced knowledge of social or-
der to exist in our literature than is taught
in our schools.

The fact that the government can
direct education and the mass media to
the extent of building up false beliefs in
the community mind ( i.e. government
cannot be effective without parties) or
deleting information ( i.e. how our Con-
stitutional democracy is designed to
work) should be enough to alert anyone
to the danger of party politics.

There are other lies. In fact we live
in a system where almost every public
attitude is influenced by lies. Only by
taking the trouble to check with literature
produced fifty more years ago can we
begin to appreciate the enormity of what
we are losing. Anyone, or group, doing
this will find they may be the subject of
smear by the very people and media we
have looked to for information and the
exposure of inequity.

What is the answer? You and | - the
people of Australia — we are the answer.
We have to face the fact that we are re-

sponsible for govemment. We have to
give up the idea that we can leave it to
others to take care of us. There is no
altruistic “Big Brother’ only a tyrant big
brother. We have to ‘grow up’ and work
together for our mutual benefit.

If Australians are afraid to face sim-
ple home truths then the Australia we
love will disappear and soon belong to
others.

Those who say, “ What is the use
of us little people trying to change any-
thing, the system is too powerful!” should
be reminded of the USSR. Even though
events in the USSR were well orches-
trated, the fact remains that PEOPLE
ARE THE POWER in human society. No
professional power group would dare to
try to seize power unless it had first ma-
nipulated the support of the people.

People may be guillible but true stu-
dents of human society know that there
are basically two influences at work:
one may be called the humanist sect
(this sect, whether of capitalist, commu-
nist or globalist ideology, believes man-
kind weak and selfish and will always
choose pleasure before responsibility).
This sect thinks mankind must be forced
and tricked to a controlled social order
designed to serve an ideological or aca-
demic elite.

What they do not explain, or appear
to understand, is that they, being part of
mankind, are subject to the same weak-
nesses. Practice of their beliefs creates a
self-fulfilling consequence. The humanist
sect is as dangerous as a lunatic throw-
ing hand-grenades on cracker night.

The Christian or human ideal on the
other hand, is based on the belief that,
if given the truth, people will make ratio-
nal decisions in their own best interests
which, by definition, means the best in-
terests of the community.

Whatever is possible for human cul-
ture we, the people can achieve. To say
otherwise is a betrayal of intelligence.

REPUBLIC, MONARCH or
DEMOCRACY
Will change of name improve the
system?

Political parties have brought corrup-
tion, massive debt and social breakdown
to monarchy and republic alike.

The Constitutions of democratic gov-
ernment (Britain, the USA and Australia)
make no provision for parties. This for
good reason: factional government is
anti-democratic. Factions cannot oper-
ate democratically because they cannot
tolerate public control. Today factions
seek long-term security by signing hun-
dreds of agreements transferring nation-
al sovereignty to a world system. Fac-
tionocracy is a devious system.

The political faction will call itself by

any name — Labor, Democrat, Liberal,
National et cetera, this is its voter lure. In
philosophy it is self-serving — it will make
a deal with anyone. “Situation Ethics”
(the teaching that there is no truth and
that right depends upon on your point of
view or situation) truly reflects the philos-
ophy of those who rule ‘faction’ politics.

The real question facing Australia is
not monarchy vs republic but democracy
vs despotism.

Every attempt at true democracy has
been crushed by factions in service to
behind-scenes vested interests. As fac-
tions gain power they progressively de-
stroy national wealth, morals and free-
doms. Crime and corruption flourish and
the public right to truth and personal dig-
nity is subject to increasing contempt.

Although the above is clearly evident
in day to day events, distractions, (e.g.
sport), ensure that few see the effect on
their lives and prosperity.

WHAT IS CONSTITUTIONAL
DEMOCRACY?
First: What isThe Constitution?

The Constitution is the book of rules
agreed to by the Australian people to
limit the powers of Federal Parliament.
It is important to know it is an agreement
of the people because this means that
where there is a question of meaning the
people have the final interpretation.

Second: What is democratic
Government?

Democratic government occurs when
the majority of people of each elector-
ate obey our Constitution and ‘directly
choose’ the person to represent them in
parliament. No external group or organi-
sation is entitied to make this choice for
the people; no person or organisation is
entitled to bribe, threaten, or otherwise
corrupt the elected person from keeping
to his or her obligation to represent the
wishes of those who elect them.

Third: Do we have Democracy
today?

Political parties choose people to
serve party interests rather than electors’
interests — parties force THEIR choice
on to the electorate. In addition, politi-
cal parties cannot operate without using
force or threat to keep representatives in
line with party dictates.

Ultimately, the responsibility of good
government begins with us the people,
when we go to the polls to vote.

Extract from “THE PARTY" by Alan Gourley

Pleasant it is for the little tin gods,
When great Jove nods;
But little tin gods make their little
mistakes in missing the hour when
great Jove wakes.

Rudyard Kipling
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BACKGROUND

Project Gutenberg (PG) began in 1971
when Michael Stern Hart (Notel) was
given one hundred million dollars worth
of computer time by the operators of the
Xerox Sigma V mainframe at the Materi-
als Research Laboratory at the Univer-
sity of Illinois. Mr Hart suggests that he
happened to be in the right place at the
right time as there was more computer
time than people knew what to do with
and the operators were encouraged to do
whatever they wanted with that fortune in
‘“‘spare time” in the hope that they would
become more proficient at their jobs. After
due reflection, Mr Hart decided that one
of the most effective uses of computers
would be the storage, retrieval, searching
and reading of material stored in compu-
ter libraries. He then proceeded to key in
the American Declaration of Independ-
ence and produced the first electronic text
(ebook) in the PG library. The rest, as they
say, is history.

Creation of an ebook of the Declaration
of Independence was followed by the Ameri-
can Bill of Rights, the US Constitution, the
Bible, Shakespeare (a play at a time), and
then by general work in the areas of litera-
ture and reference. From December 1971 to
December 1993 one hundred ebooks were
produced. This was no mean feat when one
considers that the list includes Shakespeare,
the Bible and other considerable works. All
had to be keyed in and then checked by proof
reading and comparison with the printed
work. Appropriately, and not coincidentally,
ebook one hundred was The Complete Works
of William Shakespeare.

Now, with the advent of computer scan-
ners (which enable one to “read in” printed
pages and convert them to editable elec-
tronic text) and the increase in popularity of
the internet, there are nearly twenty thousand
ebooks available in the Project Gutenberg li-
brary. A prodigious effort by the many vol-
unteers involved in converting printed works
into ebook.

One might think that the pool of printed
works will run dry, however this can never
happen because every year new works be-
come available as the copyright on them runs
out. Furthermore, volunteers have begun the
work of converting to ebooks the literary
gems of other languages, thus opening fur-
ther rich veins of literary ore for plundering.

ELECTRONIC DATA

The premise on which Michael Hart
based the Project Gutenberg concept was
that electronic data stored in a computer can
be reproduced indefinitely by passing it from
computer to computer. Once a book or any
other item (including pictures and sounds)
has been stored in a computer then any

number of copies can be made. Everyone in
the world, or even not in this world (given
satellite transmission) can have a copy of a
book that has been entered into a computer.
When people holiday on Mars, later this
century, they might have a copy of Homer’s
Iliad beamed up to them. The book that they
always meant to read. They would only need
to specify the required language.

It was decided to store ebooks in the sim-
plest, easiest to use form available: the “plain
vanilla “ or ACSII (Note2) format, the basic
characters one reads on a normal printed
page. lItalics, underlines, and bolds would
be capitalized as they are not supported by
many basic text readers. This decision was
made because 99% of the hardware and soft-
ware in use all over the world can read and
search these files. Any other system of ebook
storage will fall short of an audience of 99%.
Furthermore, ebooks stored in this format are
easily converted to many other formats, such
as that used in word processing and that used
to represent text on internet web pages (i.e.
HTML). (Note 3)

Michael Hart has said that he wants
people to be able to use PG ebooks to look
up quotations that they have heard in con-
versation or in movies, or which they have
read in other books. He envisages a compact
disc(CD) containing all PG titles, which will
constitute a library containing all these quo-
tations within the individual ebooks. One
could easily search the entire library without
any program more sophisticated than a plain
search program found on every personal
computer.

The text of an average book will fit on
a standard 3.5inch floppy disk, available on
most personal computers. However, pictures
such as those in the book Alice in Wonder-
land present special problems for electronic
reproduction because of the computer disc
space which they take up. Nevertheless,
Project Gutenberg is very interested in in-
cluding pictures and other graphics and will
continue to take advantage of developments
in computer technology to add to the rich-
ness of its library of free, readily available
literary and reference works.

SCOPE OF THE LIBRARY

The cataloguing and indexing of the li-
brary is still under review and is, in itself, a
major undertaking. However, works may be
broadly classified as follows:

* Light literature such as Alice in Won-
derland, Through the Looking-Glass, Peter
Pan and Aesop’s Fables.

* Heavy Literature such as the Bible
and other religious documents, Shakespeare,
Moby Dick, and Paradise Lost.

* References such as Roget’s Thesaurus,
almanacs, a set of encyclopedia and diction-
aries, philosophy and natural history texts.

One man’s dream becomes a reality

There is no substitute for a good book. It is just that its present form
may not matter all that much to future generations.

Many people point out that there is no
substitute for the look, feel and smell of a
book and that it is easy to browse through it,
mark relevant passages and look at the illus-
trations. This is perfectly true, and one might
say that the use of ebooks has until now been
largely restricted to using them to find spe-
cific references, since one needs to sit at a
computer to view them. Until now, that is.

Sometimes we must wait for technology
to catch up before we can make use of an ex-
isting situation. The internet existed in only
a crude form when Mr Hart started keying
in the Declaration of Independence. We had
to wait for computers to become cheap and
ubiquitous for the production of PG ebooks
to explode. In the same way, technology is
only now making available portable elec-
tronic readers with which we will be able to
read ebooks, or have them read aloud to us
via text recognition software, wherever we
can now read a book. As one sits on Mars
and uses a voice command to open The Iliad
to a bookmarked position one might issue the
command “mouldy old paper” to have the
electronic reader exude the smell one most
associates with old books.

It is part of Michael Hart’s genius that he
saw the potential of Project Gutenberg and
persisted with the concept for over twenty
years before technology turned the project
into something beyond, dare I say, even his
wildest dreams. There is no substitute for
a good book. It is just that its present form
may not matter all that much to future gen-
erations.

VOLUNTEERS

The continuing success of Project Guten-
berg depends on volunteers. As Michael Hart
has frequently pointed out, PG is made up
entirely of volunteers who produce ebooks,
proof read them, post them to the PG inter-
net site, post copies on “mirror” sites around
the world, maintain the computer hardware
and software involved in the project, correct
errors in the text as noted by end-users, do
copyright checks and attend to the many ad-
ministrative tasks involved with any major
co-operative project.

Volunteers choose which texts they wish
to work on and hence which ebooks are
posted to the PG site. Since any book out
of copyright (Note4) may be used, there is
a bewildering choice of titles. Any title cho-
sen is subject to a copyright “clearance” after
which it will usually be accepted for posting.
Some volunteers prefer to proof-read work
prepared by others. Or, one may become in-
volved in “helping” Mr Hart put the finish-
ing touches to texts before posting, such as
adding headers and footers or making minor
formatting changes.

Many books which might otherwise slip
into oblivion are rescued by PG volunteers
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