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S THE year 2006 draws to a

close, one looks back at world
events, which can only be defined as
divided and chaotic. Wherever we
cast our eyes and listen with our ears,
we see and hear news of war, unrest
and poverty. The Middle East torn
apart by sanctions, bombings, the
destruction of the environment and
the utmost cruelty that man can inflict
upon man.

The Pacific Islands such as the
Solomon Islands, Fiji and Tonga have
experienced turmoil, as factions pull
one against the other. Amidst all of
this conflict and unrest it is as though
the Christian world has turned away
from its very roots, forgotten the word
‘compassion’ and forsaken the Christian
doctrine “do unto others as you would
have them do unto you™.

The so-called leaders of government,
and yes, the Church have put aside
Christian principles for the sake of
material endeavours and are failing
miserably as the social conscience of
the Christian nations, physically and
spiritually, which ultimately leads to the
sacrifice of the individual, as Christ’s
teachings and our Christian values are
eroded.

THE MENACE OF INDIFFERENCE

One has to ask, as a people why are
we allowing the policies that are causing
such chaos in every aspect of our lives?
This comes down to ‘social indifference’.
It is a human failing, and weakens a
society more grievously than any other.
The process of indifference once started
is very difficult to arrest, as it sedates
the mind as readily as it depresses the
conscience. Its decaying influences
have crumbled more civilisations than
brute force has ever destroyed. The onus
comes back onto the people, in other
words the individual. A critical, informed
community is a safe community. A
passive, disinterested community is a

Freedom or self
Enslavement?

troublesome and lost community. The
spur to political refinement comes from
a society in which people seek to be
informed, and are informed. There are
no short cuts to be had. The individual
who says “I have made up my mind
please do not confuse me with facts”, is a
dangerous being. And just as dangerous
is the individual who knows precisely
nothing, but in discussion give the
impression that he/she knows everything,
but is only an empty shell echoing the
words of an article read in a newspaper,
seen on Television, or listening to the
local gossip.

We, as individuals have a duty to keep
oneself informed as to what is happening
not only in one’s own community but also
the globalised world, which is becoming
smaller by the day.

Remember that the intellect of man is
impoverished by indifference, which is no
trifling phenomenon. It has a starkness,
indeed a sternness about it that is attested
to by history.

WHAT IS A CHRISTIAN’S DUTY?

Christians have a plain duty to have
regard for what is going on in their
community, in their nation and in this
chaotic globalised world. That we should
strive to influence the future is not a
mean and miserable ambition, yet that
ambition cannot be fulfilled by a disdain
for, or contempt of the present. Life has
a singular purpose no less in the secular
sense than in the spiritual sense.

The sovereignty of the soul is not to be
served by the mind tolerating wickedness
in high places, or by the body working in
the cause of the rulers of the darkness of
this world. A tremendous demand upon us
for tolerance - yes, but not for indifference;
for love - yes, but not for complacency; for
charity - yes, but not for smugness. ‘

Itis the duty of every Christian to keep
watch over their elected governments
and without hesitation or fear make
their voices heard loud and clear, when

without consultation of the people,
detrimental and irresponsible policies
are foisted upon the nation and society.
Societies on a whole are dangerously
close to becoming subservient and
willing slaves to their masters. Thus one
can understand the contempt of politicians
for their electorate.

Christ was born into this world to bring
light, and freedom to the individual, let us
not forget the greatest sacrifice of all, from
His birth to His death, and that He lay down
his life upon the cross, to free mankind
and to give him the gift of ‘eternal life.’
Editor:

We would like to thank all those
supporters who have so generously
contributed Articles for “ Heritage” and
also financially towards The Australian
Heritage Society over the past twelve
months: Your loyal and continuing
support is greatly appreciated by all.

I, personally as Secretary of the
Australian Heritage Society and Editor
of the ‘Heritage’ Journal would like to
thank all those many people who have
telephoned me personally with words of
encouragement, and who have written
such wonderful letters of support.

MAY GOD BLESS YOU

Maureen E. Burton.

We wish all our Members, readers
and supporters a Happy and Holy
Christmas, as 2007 promises to be
another momentous year.

A Prayer for the quieter moments,

in this troubled worid of ours:

Look in compassion, O Heavenly
Father, Upon this troubled and divided
world. Though we cannot trace thy
footsteps or understand thy workings,
give us grace to trust thee with an
undoubting faith;

And when thine own time is come,
Reveal, O Lord, that new heaven and new
earth wherein dwelleth righteousness,
Where the Prince of Peace ruleth, Thy
Son our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.
Charies John Vaughan (1816-1897)
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able and worthwhile helpers.

LANG THROUGH INTOLERANCE
MADE MANY ENEMIES

Among those whom Lang
antagonised was Governor Brisbane,
with the result that he was refused
financial assistance for the building of
the church. The Governor had originally
been sympathetic and eager to help.
Subsequently, however, the Colonial
office agreed to pay an amount not to
exceed one-third of the estimated cost.
Shortly afterwards this provision was
altered and, instead, a permanent salary
for the minister was substituted. Before
news was received from England of
this change in the form of financial
assistance, however, 2,400 Spanish
dollars had been contributed from the
Colonial Treasury. The Colonial Office
sent an instruction to the Governor that
he was to insist on a refund from Lang
of the money already handed over,
but there was no record of repayment
having ever been made.

On July 1st, 1824, the foundation
stone of Scots Church was laid in
Sydney and Lang began to feel that his
dream would soon be fulfilled. He and
his family received a great blow soon
afterwards, when George, who had
been so enthusiastic in the planning of
the church, died. He was buried under
the building’s foundations.

Lang, who had married his cousin,
Wilhelmina Mackie, found the same
happiness in his home life as he had
known in his own boyhood. The storms
that raged around him in public life
found no entry here. In after years, as the
father of ten children, he was still able
to say:

“People tell me I have been a man of
war from my youth, and I daresay they
are right, but I have always had peace in
my dwelling”.

On May 2nd, 1825, Lang became a
Doctor of Divinity. He was then only
twenty-six years old.

He saw his dream materialise on July
16th of the following year, when Scots
Church, Sydney, was opened. In spite
of much coming and going, and varied
interests which were to take him many

times back and forth across the world, he
remained its minister until 1878.

LANG TURNS HIS
ATTENTION TO EDUCATION
With his church built, Lang next

turned his attention to education.
His programme here was twofold;
the establishment of parish schools,
and the founding of a Presbyterian
college. In the latter plan he had first
agreed to join with other Protestant
denominations for a combined school,
but he soon quarrelled with them, and
decided to go ahead on his own with a
purely Presbyterian one. He aimed “to
afford the youth of the colony a liberal,
efficient and economical education™.

It was suggested that Lang’s father,
as a builder, should be asked to attend
the committee meeting for the planning
of the college, and the older Lang set
out from his holding on the Paterson
River. On the trip down the coast
in April, 1830, the sixteen-ton ship
on which he had taken passage was
engulfed by a storm and all on board
were drowned.

Although deeply affected by this
tragedy, John Dunmore Lang did not
allow his personal sorrows to interrupt
his work, but continued all the more
energetically with his plans. Having
quarrelled with the Church of England
over the proposed united school he now
turned to an attack upon its members,
accusing them of corrupt practices in
the matter of the two King’s Schools
being planned and the general control
of church lands. He raised the ire of
Anglicans generally by suggesting
that money to bring poor agricultural
families to the colony should be raised
by selling the lands of the Clergy and
School Corporation, which he alleged
had been grossly mismanaged.

Soon after his father’s death he
left for England to try to arrange for
financial assistance for the proposed
college. The Colonial Office agreed
to allow him 3,500 pounds to be
paid in instalments as the building
progressed. Later, at Lang’s request,
this arrangement was modified so as
to provide him with immediate money

to pay part of the cost of taking 100
mechanics and their families out to
New South Wales to be employed on
the building. Lang arrived in Sydney
with them on October 13th, 1831.

When news of the result of his
dealings with the Government in
England spread round Sydney, the
opposition which he had aroused by
his attack on the Church of England
deepened, for it was felt that he had
taken an unfair advantage.

In 1832 the first Presbytery was
formed in the colony. In the same
year classes for the school, known as
the Australian college, commenced
although the
finished.

Because of the manner in which
he had antagonised the government
of the colony, Lang was forced to
sell some of his personal property to
help maintain the mechanics he had
brought out with him, as the local
authorities refused assistance. The
Australian College, which was to have
a chequered existence until its closing
in 1854, was completed in 1835, a year
which also marked the establishment of

the Tasmanian Presbytery, the second
in Australia,

PAMPHLETEER AND

CONTROVERSIAL BOOK WRITER

In view of the unpopularity of his
college with the other denominations
Lang decided the best way to reach
the people was through the Press.
All his life he was to be a prolific
pamphleteer, mostly of a controversial
nature. His activities in this direction
were to result in many libel actions
against him, involving large sums
in fines, most of which were paid by
subscriptions from his followers. In
defence of his college he chose the
course of publishing a newspaper of his
own. Entitled The Colonist, the first
issue appeared on January 1st, 1835. It
was a weekly paper which ran for five
years, during which time its columns
were noteworthy for their continual
attack on other newspapers.

building was not

Lang now turned his eyes on the
ministers within the Presbyterian
Church itself, and he decided most
of them were unworthy. These he
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strenuously denounced. He considered
that there was a desperate need to
raise the quality of the preachers, so
he left for Scotland in 1836 to secure
recruits. He arrived back in Sydney
on September 3rd of the following
year with eight new ministers and four
probationers.

Thenewcomers were not tofind their
lot an easy one, for only ministers who
had been called to a particular church
could take part in the deliberations of
the Presbytery and claim an allowance
from the Colonial Treasury, and all the
churches were already filled with those
other preachers whom Lang deemed to
be corrupt. Since he could do nothing
to oust them from their positions, Lang
formed a Synod of his own with nine
sympathising ministers, and claimed
authority over the Presbyterian Church
in the colony. In answer to his action,
the Acting-Governor on the advise
of the Executive Council, refused to
make any allowances to members of
the Synod with the exception of Lang
himself, who was in receipt of a salary.

The schism thus formed in the church
was not settled until 1840, and then only
in Lang’s absence, for, realising how
difficult things had become, he returned
to Scotland.

On his return to the colony Lang was
admitted as a member to the reunited
body which bore the name of “Synod
of Australia in connection with the
Established Church of Scotland”.

THE DISSOCIATION
OF CHURCH AND STATE

Lang now started preaching the new
doctrine of the dissociation of Church
and State. To gain support for his plan
he toured the Port Phillip settlement
and Tasmania. His frequent absences
from duty at his own church in Sydney
earned him reproof from the Synod. In
fury at such criticism Lang threatened
to leave the colony for good and all,
but his congregation were always loyal,
and begged for him to remain. Finally
he agreed on the condition that Scots
Church broke entirely with both State
and Synod.

For this lastaction the Synod naturally
deposed Lang, in which course they
were upheld by the Presbytery of Irvine.
The fighting cleric had no intention of
standing down under such treatment;

however, and once more he set out for
Scotland, where he appeared before
the " church authorities to lay his case
in person. He returned to Sydney fully
accredited and reinstated as an ordained
minister of the Church of Scotland.
But even so the local Synod would not
recognise him, and his deposition was
not rescinded until 1863.

LANG TURNS TO POLITICS

Lang’s next interest was politics,
and in 1843 he took his seat in the
new Legislative Council as one of the
six representatives for Port Phillip.
On August 20th, 1844, he moved a
resolution for a speedy and entire
separation of the district he represented
from New South Wales, and until such
separation did take place he took a
prominent part in the movement.

His other principal political concern
of this time was immigration. He felt
there was a great need to counter-
balance the hordes of poor Irish who
were entering the country with a good
type of better class Scot. In 1845-46
he toured the Port Phillip and Moreton
Bay settlements and reached the decision
that the former, if it were opened up with
railways, could become an agricultural
centre, and the latter should be given over
to cotton growing on small holdings. But
to carry out his plans the right type of
immigrants were needed, so he resigned
his seat in the Council, and again voyaged
to Great Britain.

On his return Lang entered the
Legislative Council as a member for
Sydney. He acted as an intermediary
between the Anti-Transportation League
and the Government. In 1854 he was
returned as member for Stanley (Moreton
Bay), and threw himself again into the
agitation for separation of the colonies.
He had given his support to the ideal of
Australia becoming separate states in a
federation, completely independent of
Great Britain.

Lang was unable to enter either
house of the first responsible government
established in New South Wales, as
a clause in the Imperial Statute made
ministers ineligible. This clause was,
however, later repealed, and he took a
seat in the Assembly in 1859, which he
retained until he retired.

“A man of many schemes, he was

destitute of all the tactics of scheming”

By the time of his retirement from
politics, Lang’s indomitable energy was
failing, and in the 70°s he felt he had
strength only for his work in the church. In
1872, the year of his ministerial jubilee, he
was made Moderator of the Presbyterian
Church in New South Wales.

In his seventy-ninth year, at his
home at 4 Jamieson Street, Sydney,
on Thursday, August 8th, 1878, John
Dunmore Lang, the great fighter died of
a stroke. He was survived by his wife
who lived until 1891.

The whole of the State went into
mourning for Lang; even his worst
enemies had been forced over the course
of the years to admire his strength and
doggedness. Shops and public offices
were all closed for the funeral, flags on
buildings and on ships in the harbour
were flown at half-mast.

Lang’s best and most lasting work
was concerned with immigration. By
his efforts he raised the type of migrant
brought to the country, so that in his own
time he was to see an influx of agricultural
families with means of their own, and
skilled workers who replaced the earlier
type of poor and thriftless settlers,

If Lang had been more diplomatic and
less ready to say just what he thought, he
could have been assured of government
support in many of his undertakings. But
he was unsparing in censure, impulsive
in action, lacking in tact, intolerant of
the weakne;s or mistakes of others and
a stranger to compromise. Ag the Rev.
Thomas Tait wrote of him, “A man of
many schemes, he was destitute of all the
tactics of scheming”.

In f)ne of several memoria services
held just after his death, the Rey
Falconer MacKenzie summeq up the.
feelings of those who had Wwatched with
admiration the career of Johp Dunmoy

. . e
Lang, in the following words: “let by
s

traducers say what they may, I hay
> €

: . from a very
intimate acquaintance with him thag hi
Is

aims were the purest and loftiest, anq
that his actions had a single eye 1o the
glory of God. He sacrificed his time,
talents and means for the good of this

country . . . The very pith of his virtue
was unselfishness”.

no hesitation in testifying

Bibliography: “Fiftv Famous Australians”
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will be testing the weapons they actually use)
carrying bunker buster bombs with their 2.2
tons of DU each. Retrospective legislation
was passed to remove the need for any
Environmental Impact Study (EIS) before or
after the duration of this agreement.

When asked in the Australian Senate
about whether or not the US would be
using DU in its bombing of Australian sites,
Defence Minister Senator Hill said: “In
relation to Depleted Uranium used by our
allies we have said that, if they believe it is
the most appropriate element to use in their
particular munitions in certain circumstances,
we do not think it is appropriate for us to
press a different view upon them”. Senator
Hill has since retired from Australian politics
and has taken up residence as the Australian
UN Ambassador in New York.

THE DEATH ECONOMY

More and more it appears that the things
that are most important are simply those that
generate the biggest growth in profits, in the
GDP. Sickness generates business, cancer
rates generate research dollars, war accelerates
growth, and we wonder why peace is so elusive
when we worship the economy. The following
is as applicable to Australia now as it was to the
US in the 1960s.

“Too much and for too long we seem to
have surrendered personal excellence and
community values in the mere accumulation
of material things.
product now is over $800 billion a year.

But that gross national product, if we judge
the United States of America by that, counts
air pollution, and cigarette advertising, and
ambulances to clear our highways of carnage.

It counts special locks for our doors, and
the jails for people who break them. It counts
the destruction of redwoods and the loss of our
natural wonder in chaotic sprawl. It counts
napalm and it counts nuclear warheads, and
armoured cars for the police to fight the riots
in our cities. It counts Whitman’s rifle and
Speck’s knife, and the television programs
which glorify violence in order to sell toys to

Our gross national

our children,

Yet the gross national product does not
allow for the health of our children, the quality
of their education, or the joy of their play. It
does not include the beauty of poetry or the

strength of our marriages, the intelligence of
our public debate or the integrity of our public
officials. It measures neither our wit nor our
courage, neither our wisdom nor our learning,
neither our passion nor our devotion to our
country.

It measures everything, in short, except
that which makes life worthwhile. And it can
tell us everything about America — except why
we are proud that we are Americans.

Robert Kennedy, 18/3/1968

Ultimately we do not know how much DU is
being used in Shoalwater Bay, or Lancelin or
dumped daily in the Northern Temitory. We do
know that Japan, the Philippines and Puerto Rica
no longer allow the US to bomb their lands with
DU, and that there is no ship-to-shore bombing
allowed anymore on the US mainland. We know
that there are hundreds of very vocal groups in
opposition worldwide to the use of DU, who have
devoted their lives to this issue.

It could be said that the US government
does not particularly care about the safety of
their troops or anyone else’s. and is seemingly
content to poison the world for etemity, and
poison themselves in the process. We know
that weapons usage is classified and that such
information will never be freely supplied to
the Australian people, while nuclear powered
and armed ships are cruising the waters of
the Great Barrier Reef. In January the largest
nuclear powered and capable aircraft carrier
in the world, boasting 6000 marines on board,
docked in Brisbane.

If the contamination of Shoalwater Bay
and Lancelin is anything like Irag, Kosovo, or
Afghanistan, then the vicinity of these places
should be avoided. But it would be a mistake to
think thatthe troubles are confined tothose areas.
The beef and pineapples from Rockhampton,
and the seafood from Lancelin, could be
contaminated and end up on your BBQ. After
thisarticle was first published a reader contacted
the West Australian Government who assured
them that the Federal Govemment had told
them, in writing, that DU was not being used
in WA, The Federal Government may in fact
believe what it is saying, but given the photo
that appeared on the US Navy’s own website,
of DU shells being loaded into a ship’s gun
in Shoalwater bay (see http:/www.c7f.navy.
mil/tsO5/photos. Htm, scroll to near bottom

of page), it challenges belief that they would
not be using DU in WA. After all, according
to the Defence Department, DU is perfectly
safe. They test weapons that they use, and they
certainly use DU weapons.

According to Leuren Moret, it is simply
no longer possible to go to Afghanistan or the
Middie East without being contaminated. How
long before that is also true of Australia?

There are questions that need to be asked
by everyone related to the integrity of our
political leadership.

* Does our government have our best
interests in mind?

¢ When they sign up for bombardments on
Australian soil and in Australian waters by
DU tipped weaponry?

» When they refuse to stipulate that no nuclear
weapons are to be used on our shores, and
will they guarantee that our children will not
grow up breathing in DU nanoparticles?

* When they sign up for Son of Star Wars,
which will cost in excess of $50 billion?
(to protect us from what? Who?)

* Does our government have our best
interest in mind when they decide to
sequester large tracts of land in the
Northern Territory for eternity for a nuclear
dump, so the US and UK can dump their
‘spent’ nuclear fuel and we can export
more uranium?

¢ Do they have our best interests at
heart when they sign up for a de facto
[unshielded] nuclear dump under the
guise of a joint bombing facility in the
Northern Territory?

This article was first published by
byronchild magazine Issue 17.www,
byronchild.com

Alok O’Brien is a writer and publisher
who believes that there is no longer time
to pretend that everything will be alright,
and that all thinking and feeling people
need to unite in their hopes and dreams
and reclaim the earth and their birthright
before it is too late. With wife Kali he
publishes Byronchild and holds together
the technical aspect of the magazine. For
pdf version of this article for photocopying
and or/reprinting, email Alok atalok@
byronpublications.com
A full list of references is available with this

article on www.livingnow.com.au
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