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... and the young will be befuddled by drink 2

Although itis possible to drink in
a low-risk fashion, there is no such
thing as zero risk when it comes to
alcohol. There is always a risk, it
just depends on how great the risk.

What harm does risky and high
risk drinking cause?

Risky and high-risk alcohol con-
sumption is estimated to cause about
3,000 deaths and 65,000 hospitali-
sations each year. The social cost of
alcohol abuse in Australia was esti-
mated to be $7.6 billion in 1998-1999
and steadily rising.

A realistic estimate of alcohol-
related injuries came from a NSW
study of emergency department
visits that estimated more than a
third of people presenting with in-
juries — representing 10 per cent of
all admissions — had been drinking
in the six hours before admission or
showed some sign of intoxication.
Western Australia and Queensland
respectively, have estimated about
22 per cent and 29 per cent of pa-
tients had been drinking alcohol in
the prior six hours before admission.

Alcohol Abuse and
Families at Risk

Almost daily we are horrified
by media stories of families at risk
throughout the modern world, in
countries torn apart by war or civil
conflict, in places where there is in-
sufficient food and pure clean water,
inadequate shelter, protective cloth-
ing, medical care, and where there
is no system of education.

Here in Australia we accept food,
clothing, sanitation, a roof over our
heads and first class health and edu-
cation systems as our right, yet we
need only to step outside our own
doors to encounter families at risk.

Alcohol is the largest single
identified cause of marital conflict,
resulting in 40% of all divorces and
separations. Sixty-five per cent of
physical abuse of wives or part-
ners results from violence follow-
ing alcohol misuse. Children from
alcoholic families are a high-risk
group with a 25%-50% chance of

becoming alcoholics, or marrying
alcoholics. Fifty per cent of juvenile
delinquents have a parent, or par-
ents, with drinking problems; 70%
of child abuse and 90% of incest
cases occur in families where there
is parental alcoholism. Despite this
evidence many helping professions
still tend to view alcohol misuse
as secondary to some ‘underlying’
problem in the marriage. Offering
only two choices to the family of
the problem drinker — shut up or get
out. Hobson’s choice!

The Teenage Drinker

In NSW the Department of Edu-
cation and the Health Commission
carried out a survey of 2,741 adoles-
cents and found that by the age of 11
almost half the boys and a third of
the girls had been introduced to al-
cohol, usually by their parents; that
more than 9 per cent of children be-
tween 12 and 17 years claimed that
they became ‘very drunk’ more than
once a month; 2 per cent claimed
they regularly became unconscious;
almost 2 per cent of all children
from 12 to 17 years could be clas-
sified as ‘problem users’. It seems
clear that alcohol is currently being
used by children in Australia, who
are literally “drowning” in alcohol,
and is being used increasingly by an
age group which lacks the experi-
ence and maturity to understand its
full implications.

There can be few parents who
have not felt concern that their
children may become involved
with drugs. Particularly as children
reach adolescence drug warnings
are issued regularly, especially be-
fore parties, and many of us have a
high level of suspicion about what
our children may be tempted to try.
How many loving, caring parents is-
sue warnings about alcohol? Yet ac-
cording to Dr.Michael Chegwidden,
a Sydney psychiatrist: “Alcohol is
the most dangerous and addictive
substance known to mankind: it is
more dangerous than pot, heroin or
any drug you can name.”

Children are usually introduced
to alcohol in their own homes, often
in families where alcohol is used
responsibly and in moderation. All
parents act as behavioural models
for their children and by observing
parental behaviour the child will
develop his own attitude to alcohol
and his own drinking patterns. Even
in families where alcohol is not a
problem, the child may see the bottle
used in a variety of ways which ap-
pear to have emotional value:

* to relieve stress

* to relax.

* to express aggression.

* to kill pain.

* to relieve fear, and

* it will also very often appear
as the centre of social activity, the
touch paper which lights up the
party, an integral part of relaxing,
entertaining and enjoyment.

Who would offer their child a
shot of heroin, or a sniff of cocaine?
But, how many of us encourage our
children to try a glass of wine, un-
cap a stubby, or sip a sherry?

Our Unborn Children-
Foetal Alcohol Syndrome
(F.A.S.))

An aspect of alcohol consump-
tion which has been largely ignored
until recently is the effect of a preg-
nant woman’s drinking on her un-
born child.

The harmful effects of maternal
drinking were considered in the An-
cient Greek civilisation, and became
apparent during the 1720-1750 gin
epidemic in England. Throughout
history there are references to the un-
happy effects of a woman’s drinking
during pregnancy. However, it was
not until 1973 that the “Fetal Alco-
hol Syndrome” was identified. It is
now known that birth defects due to
F.A.S. are second only to those
from German Measles, and the
third most common neurological
defect Spina Bifida, Mongolism,
and now recently it is thought,
some forms of Schizophrenia,
with symptoms occurring in the
child at the onset of puberty.
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Roget’s Thesaurus of English Words and Phrases

By Oliver Coleman

This is the story of a doctor, scientist and inventor, who despite all his achievements in these fields,

became famous for a book he published at the grand old age of 73. Because of this one, monumental
piece of work, his name will live forever.

UST over 150 years ago a
J book was published that has
enriched our language more than
almost any other. In its various
editions, Dr. Peter Mark Roget’s
Thesaurus of English Words and
Phrases has sold over 30 million
copies, inspired hundreds of
similar manuscripts, and has
become an essential companion
for writers of all generations.

This  great lexicographical
achievement, one of the finest in the
history of the English language, was
first printed and released in 1852,
although it was actually written in
note form in 1805.

Dr. Roget, however, decided to
keep it to himself and it became a
personal secret of linguistic treasure
for almost 50 years.

Not until he reached the grand
old age of 73 did he decide to
reveal his masterpiece to the public
and have it published. Since then,
Roget’s Thesaurus has gone through
numerous updates and reprints.

The 15,000 words of the original
edition have increased to well
over a quarter of a million and the
Thesaurus is now regarded by many
people as one of those books that
every home should have.

Dr. Peter Mark Roget was
born in London in 1779, the son
of a Genevan pastor and a French
mother who brought him up in the
city’s Protestant community. It is
ironic that a man with barely any
English blood in his veins was to
make such a lasting contribution to
the English language!

Roget himself was more of a
scholar than a writer, but throughout
his life he was always eager to
communicate information to as
wide an audience as possible. He

was educated at a private school in
London,wherehe madeconsiderable
progress in mathematics and
science, before the family moved to
Edinburgh so that he could pursue
these interests at the university.

He graduated in 1798 with a
degree in medicine, and it was
science that remained his passion
throughout his life.

Like his mother he had a
systematic, logical brain, and much
of his career was spent marshalling
masses of facts and observations
into a meaningful form. It was these
qualities of mind, the ability to order
and the desire to communicate, that
enabled him eventually to produce
his remarkable book.

After graduating from Edinburgh
University, Roget went on to have
an interesting, varied and highly
distinguished career in medicine and
science. His initial time was spent
in Bristol at the Pneumatic Institute
observing Dr. Thomas Beddoe’s
experiment with laughing gas and
working as personal physician
to the philosopher and writer,
Jeremy Bentham, before becoming
the personal travelling tutor to two
young sons of a wealthy Manchester
merchant. To indulge them in the
wider world, Roget, only 23 years
of age himself, took them on a
grand tour of Europe. All was going
well until the fragile peace between
Britain and France was suddenly
broken and they found themselves
trapped in Geneva. Using his
ingenuity Roget claimed citizenship
through his father, sneaked the party
into Germany dressed as peasants,
and then escorted them safely back
to Britain, much to the gratitude of
their parents.

- af

PETER ROGET (1779 - 1869)
His famous Thesaurus, which was first

published 150 years ago, has become an
essential companion for every writer.

Once back in England, with
the support of the two boys’ father
Roget decided to set up a medical
practice in Manchester. He started
as a physician to the local infirmary
and soon became one of the founders
of the Manchester Medical School
and a regular lecturer on animal
physiology at the Manchester
Philosophical and Literary Society.

In due course he returned to
London where he pursued a career
of unparalleled activity for half a
century, engaging with astonishing
energy in medical and scientific
lecturing, research and societies. His
lively mind, eagerness to indulge in
scientific life and his hard-working
ethic quickly allowed him to make
his mark in intellectual circles.

Only after five years after
arriving in London, Roget was
elected a Fellow of the prestigious
Royal Society. He was later made
the Society’s secretary.

continued...
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GM Cotton ban lifted for Ord 2

pressed for oil and is used as an ingre-
dientinmargarines and cooking oils,”
Dr Scott said.

Agriculture Minister Terry Red-
man said, “I wouldn’t be surprised if
GM cottonseed oil is being used in
our fish and chips already.”

GM advocate, Biotech Austra-
lia geneticist Dr Ian Edwards said
it was rare for any DNA or protein
to make its way into refined cook-
ing oil. He said traces of protein or

DNA were no cause for alarm, be-
cause the genes used in GM cotton
were safe.

But conservation council spokes-
man Professor David Harries said
the council was concerned that lift-
ing the moratorium on cotton would
“open the floodgates for GM food
crops.”

“The council is advocating real
caution in terms of GM. We are lob-
bying to maintain the moratorium

until the risks are better known,”
he said.

Farming groups have pushed for
a further easing of restrictions but
Mr Redman said though he sup-
ported the idea of commercial GM
canola trials, the State would not
rush its decision.

Source: West Australian,
November 15" & 17*" 2008

GREEN & GOLO MALARIR .. e seca

The day would soon arrive when
| could not ignore the rash.

| was obviously ill and so | called
Doctor Nash.

This standard consultation would
adjudicate my fate.

| walked into his surgery and
gave it to him straight:

‘Doc, | wonder if you might ex-
plain this allergy of mine,

| get these pins and needles run-
ning up and down my spine.
From there, across my body, it
will suddenly extend —

My neck will feel a shiver and the
hairs will stand on end.

And then there is the symptom
that a man can only fear —

It’s a choking in the throat and
the crying of a tear.’

well, the doctor scratched his
melon with a rather worried
look.

His furrowed brow suggest-
ed that the news to come was
crook.

‘What is it Doc?’ | motioned.
‘Have | got a rare disease?

I'm man enough to cop it sweet,
so give it to me please.’

‘Well I’'m not too sure.” he an-
swered, in a puzzled kind of
way.

‘It seems you've got some kind of
fever, but it’s hard for me to say.
When is it that you feel this most
peculiar condition?’

I thought for just a moment, then
| gave him my position.

Doc, | get it when I'm standing in
an Anzac Day parade,

And | get it when the anthem of
our native land is played,

And | get it when Meninga makes
a Kiwi-crunching run,

And when AB grits his teeth to
score a really gutsy ton.

And | got it back in ‘91 when Farr-
Jones held the Cup,

And | got it when Japan was
stormed by Better Loosen Up.

| get it when the Banjo takes me
down the Snowy River,

And Matilda sends me waltzing
with a billy-boiling shiver.

It hit me hard when Sydney was
awarded with the Games,

And | get it hard when | see our
farmers fighting for their names,
It flattened me when Bertrand
raised the boxing kangaroo,

And when Perkins won from lane
eight, well, the rashes were true blue.
‘So tell me Doc,” | questioned.
‘Am | really gonna die?’

He broke into a smile before he
looked me in the eye.

As he fumbled with his stetho-
scope and pushed it out of reach,
He wiped away a tear and then
he gave this stirring speech:
From the beaches here in Queen-
sland to the sweeping shores of
Broome,

On the Harbour banks of Sydney
where the waratah’s in bloom,
From Uluru at sunset to the
mighty Tasman Sea,

In the Adelaide cathedrals, at the
roaring MCG,

From the Great Australian Bight
up to the Gulf of Carpentaria,
The medical profession call it
‘Green and Gold Malaria’.

But forget about the textbooks
son, the truth | shouldn‘t hide.
The rash that you've contracted
here is ‘good old Aussie pride’.

I’'m afraid that you were born with
it and one thing is for sure —
You'll die with it, young man,
because there isn't any cure.’
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THE FEAR OF LEISURE 5

individuals a financial dividend in
order that they may enjoy genuine
independence and leisure.

Directly linked to the wor-
ship of the abstraction money is
the carefully-fostered idea that
‘something for nothing’ is mor-
ally bad for the individual — and
of course, can only be obtained at
the expense of other individuals.
One of the fundamental philosophi-
cal cleavages between Christian-
ity and Judaism concerns this very
question. Judaism repudiates the
Christian conception of unearned
grace and criticism of ‘something
for nothing’, so widely prevalent
amongst those who call themselves
Christians, demonstrates the power-
ful influence of the very philosophy
which Christ challenged.

Douglas related how a Jewish
millionaire stated the Social Cred-
it financial proposals would save
Western Civilisation, but that the
Civilisation was not worth saving.
It is not without significance that a
number of historians have drawn
attention to the fact that there are
many striking similarities between
Judaism and Marxism.

The Christian God is one of love
Whose abundant universe offers life
more abundant. The philosophy un-
derlying the doctrine that ‘Labour
produces all wealth’ logically ele-
vates man into his own God and in-
fers that he alone is responsible for
the basis of life. But the truth is that,
to use Douglas’ words, “The laws
of the universe transcend human
thinking”.

Truth and Freedom

If these laws are discovered and
obeyed, they provide the individual
with increasing freedom. The truths
of the Universe are gifts to the in-
dividual; ‘something for nothing’.
Man is an heir to a heritage which
his forefathers built up by their dis-
covery and application of the truths
of the universe. Rejection of this
fundamental fact is one of the major
barriers to the creation of the Lei-

sure State.

It is appropriate that we mention
here that, contrary to what might be
reasonably expected, the modern
Trade Union Movement has both
directly and indirectly opposed the
leisure idea. Instead of demanding
that ‘the wages of the machine’ be
paid to the individual who can be
displaced by technological advanc-
es, Trade Union leaders have con-
sistently attacked both profits and
the dividends arising out of profits,
They fear the independence which
an extension of the dividend system
would bring.

Douglas drew attention to this
matter in “Social Credit”, in which
he said: “Now it is fair to say that
Labour leaders are, although they
may not consciously know it,
amongst the most valuable assets
of the financial control of industry —
are in fact, almost, indispensable to
that control. And the reason for this
is not far to seek. They do not speak
as representatives of individuals;
they speak, as they are never tired
of explaining, as the representatives
of Labour, and the more Labour
there is, the more they represent it.
It is natural that employment should
be represented by them as being the
chief interest of man; as the repre-
sentatives of the employed, their
importance is enhanced thereby”.

The insistence upon forced work
as the only means to a financial in-
come makes the production system
an instrument of government. High-
sounding references to the alleged
virtues of work cannot completely
mask the fact that the economic sys-
tem, dominated by financial policy,
has been developed into a system
through which the will-to-power
of those controlling policy is ex-
pressed. Those seeking complete
power over all others fear leisure
and independence more than anyone
else. There is adequate evidence to
indicate that it is those seeking com-
plete power who foster and encour-
age all the other fears which prevent
the realisation of leisure.

The deliberate elevation of the pro-
duction system into a system of con-
trol, and the consequent subordination
of the individual to functionalism, is a
manifestation of the growing domi-
nance of the philosophy of materi-
alism and collectivism.

The situation is a deadly chal-
lenge to Christianity and the Chris-
tian Church. The Church could and
must give a lead to remove the fear
of leisure by stating in unequivo-
cal terms the true purpose of man
and his systems. If it is prepared to
stand passively by and allow the
growing knowledge of God’s gifts
and truths, as demonstrated by the
growth of automation, to be de-
scribed as a ‘problem’, then the vic-
tory of the anti-Christ is certain.

If the Church believes that free-
dom is indispensable for the moral
and spiritual growth of the individ-
ual, then it should be giving an au-
thoritative lead by insisting that the
individual be permitted full access
to his heritage of leisure.

There are, of course, legitimate
grounds for the view that a too sud-
den access to leisure and economic
independence may result in some
undesirable developments. We all
know that the habits of some of
the new-rich are not very pleasant,
a fact which Social Credit recogn-
ises. But if we accept the Christian
view of man, that he must express
his sovereignty through himself,
and not through others, then a start
must be made towards placing him
in the position where he can devel-
op that sovereignty.

The Welfare State is undoubt-
edly the most insidious barrier to
the creation of a society of genu-
inely free, independent individuals,
because it guarantees the individual
that a minimum of the material re-
quirements of life in exchange for
the loss of freedom of choice, the
only real freedom.

The much publicised Four Free-
doms are provided in any prison.
Prisoners are given the best possi-
ble food, entertainment is provided,
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Correcting The Idiotic Financial System 3

Mississippi Company into which
the French government transferred
its landholdings in America, the
Louisiana Territory covering al-
most all of the central area of what
today is the USA and which France
had discovered and claimed in
1682. The company issued shares
for cash used to fund an expedi-
tion to mine gold in Louisiana.
From 1718 when the first shares
were issued the company’s stock
was oversubscribed as France and
the French people were gripped by
gold fever. Spain had enriched itself
with American gold, France could
do likewise. But there was no gold.
Nevertheless a share market was
created in the streets of Paris and
shares in the company were bought
and sold at ever higher prices, the
nouveau riches created by the
share market challenging the so-
cial rigidity of French society and
becoming known derisively as mil-
lionaires. Investors came not just
from France but from Holland and
Britain. The Banque Royale and
the Mississippi Company pros-
pered garnering over 1,500 million
livres in profit. The price of shares
in the company exceeded 5,000
livres. Eventually they would peak
at 12,000 livres for a 500 livres
share.. Law was given the noble
title of “Duc d’Arkansas”. (An
estimate of the profits made can
be shown since 500 livres then
equalled about US$400 today.)

As the French share market
boomed investors put their money
into shares where previously they
had often invested in “tax farming”,
a system of government outsourc-
ing of tax collection to private en-
terprise. Private tax farming com-
panies collapsed so Law went into
the tax farming business as part of
his banking activities and thus held
the entire financial fortunes of the
French government in his palm.
Law’s system was the forerunner
of our own modern tax and finan-
cial system.

Are we condemned
to have the same stupid
system resurrected after

every collapse for the
benefit of a few
private individuals?

The income from Law’s share is-
sues was all used to pay off govern-
ment debts. Then the share market
faltered as no gold was forthcoming
from America. The bank had issued
some 2.7 million /ivres of banknotes
doubling the nation’s money supply
in just one year and prices began
to rise as the excess money chased
too few goods. By 1719 prices of
goods had risen 75% and some es-
sential foodstuffs in Paris rising by
300%. Law was the richest man in
the world and in 1720 he took the
step of restricting all individual
holdings of coins to 500 livres but
the novelty of banknotes had worn
off and people now were suspect of
the paper money. Investors began
converting banknotes in other as-
sets and jewellery, land and hous-
ing prices spiralled, so did shares
on the London and Amsterdam
stock markets as investors bought
into the “South Sea Bubble”. Ban-
knotes were for spending; gold was
for saving. Consumer spending in-
creased and the economy again un-
derwent a boom as people got rid of
their banknotes.

To try and restore monetary confi-
dence Law announced a 50% devalu-
ation of all notes in circulation to be
executed over six months with an initial
devaluation of 20% and share prices in
the Mississippi Company also deval-
ued so a 9,000 livres share would be
worth 5,000 livres. The share deval-
uation was less than that of the pa-
per currency so people began again
investing in the Company’s shares.
By fixing the price of shares Law
had turned them into money so the
money supply, instead of shrinking,
expanded. The devaluation, the first
any public had ever experienced,

caused a run on Law’s bank as
people tried to exchange their notes
for gold or coin. Armed soldiers
were turned out to keep order as the
long queues of thousands of people
punched and fought each other even
with knives to get into the bank and
get their money changed. Voltaire
stated: “Paper money has now been
restored to its intrinsic value.” (See
“Dr Strangelove’s Game” by Paul
Strathern, Penguin Books, UK.)

Law’s bank and the entire
French financial system collapsed
in 1720 causing the French govern-
ment to sell the Louisiana Terri-
tory for a song to the government
of the United States of America in
an effort to recoup losses. The same
system as Law’s constitutes the en-
tire Western world of finance and
now is threatened with collapse in
the USA or even globally. Are we
condemned to have the same stupid
system resurrected after every col-
lapse for the benefit of a few private
individuals?

To obtain a rational system of
money and therefore a rational eco-
nomic system requires analysis of
what happens to the money (credit)
issued by the banks. Some of the
total credit (money) is converted
through labour into real wealth, into
farms, factories, steel mills, coal
mines, etc—enterprises which pro-
duce goods and convert raw materi-
als into products people consume or
store, real wealth. These enterprises,
whether agricultural and primary
industries, or secondary manufac-
turing industries, together with their
skilled labour and supporting public
infrastructure, in aggregate consti-
tute what Adam Smith called “The
Wealth of Nations” and what Scots-
man Major C.H. Douglas called
“The Social Credit”--society’s accu-
mulated bank of transformed money
into real wealth, skills, knowledge
and productive capacity.

In a rational money system it is not
gold but The Social Credit, society’s
store of productive elements given a
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Correcting The idiotic Financial System 4

nominal monetary book value that
should serve as the basis for any ex-
pansion of the money supply, for the
issue of credit (creation of new mon-
ey). Any expansion of the money
supply (issue of credit) then would
equate with a parallel expansion
of output of goods, infrastructure,
skilled employment, etc. An increase
in The Social Credit would accom-
pany the increase in new money;
one would be synonymous with the
other. (For a discussion on money
systems see “The Grip Of Death: A
study of modern money, debt slavery,
and destructive economics” by Mi-
chael Rowbotham, 1998, Jon Car-
penter Publishers, UK.)

Social credit theory seems
largely centred on the relationship
between credit and productive en-
terprise without answering who
should be responsible for regulating
the money supply credit and what
place does consumer credit, as op-
posed to productive credit, have
in the scheme of things. However,
Major Douglas indicated that if a
Social Credit monetary system were
introduced the need for consumer
credit probably would vanish and
the present usurious activities of the
banks would diminish.

Consumer credit demands would
vanish because inflation and rising

prices would disappear. The value
of money instead of declining with
each expansion of credit as at pres-
ent, would increase as new factories,
farms, mines etc came onstream and
produced more goods for society in
line with the increase in money sup-
ply. The amount of money and the
quantity of goods would be in step.

Control over the money
supply must be removed
from private hands and
restored to the Crown or
Parliament, the people’s
elected representatives.

Currently inflation occurs because
there is a lag between production
of the new money and production
of new goods and services so too
much money temporarily is chasing
too few goods. The inflation halts
or diminishes when the output of
goods catches up with the increase
in the money supply. Under a Social
Credit system the two would be in
step, any increase in the money sup-
ply would accompany an increase in
production and prices would fall not
rise. As prices fell the value of each
individual’s money would increase
allowing him to save the needed
cash to buy the objects of his de-
sire or to go into business without

resorting to a bank loan. Thus under
a Social Credit system the need for
consumer credit theoretically would
vanish.

Control over the money sup-
ply must be removed from private
hands and restored to the Crown
or Parliament, the people’s elected
representatives. That means nation-
alisation of the banking system and
government control over the money
supply which could be no more un-
desirable than the present system
of making oneself acceptable to
private banks to be awarded a loan.
At least the public would know
exactly who is responsible for the
economic fortunes or misfortunes
— the government — whereas un-
der the present sleight-of-hand the
banks are responsible but govern-
ment gets the blame, let the power
lie with the responsibility, with
the government.

Instead we have an idiotic sys-
tem of IOUs serving as the basis
on which to issue more IOUs that
swell the base of our paper money,
ad infinitum as a disguised tax on
the public for massive profit by the
commercial banks at the expense of
every individual in the nation. Only
a Social Credit monetary system
can correct that idiocy.

ibiscove’zy 0][ the Centu’zy fo’z %e[[ie lme[ba fo’ms

Opera fans are eagerly awaiting the release
of long-lost recordings by Australia’s first
international diva Dame Nellie Melba.

Records made from the original metal masters
of Melba’s first recordings in 1904 have been
recently released, after lying unrecognised for
a century in a record company’s archives until
their discovery in 2007.

The tracks include Melba’s greatest operatic
roles, including Gilda in Rigoletto and Mimi in
La Boheme.

(lassical music critic for The West Australian
Neville Cohn called the find the musical
equivalent of the discovery of a pharaoh’s tomb.
“The chance of listening to hitherto unknown
Melba recordings when she was at her zenith

must have opera and recording -enthusiasts
salivating,” Cohn said.

“The hype that will inevitably surround a find of
this nature may well bring this magnificent voice
of Australia’s very first operatic superstar to the
attention of a new generation of listeners.”
British music historian Roger Neill said the find
was of extraordinary historical importance and
the metal masters sounded far superior to that
based on old shellac records.

“For the first time in a century we can hear
with extraordinary immediacy the impact and
fullness of her sound,” Dr. Neill said.

Recorded at Melba’s home in London, the
Melba metal masters were lost when the
German manufacturing division of the British-

based Gramophone Company cut ties with its
parent company in World War 1. Archived and
forgotten, the masters were recognised by
Britishi recording engineer Roger Beardsley from
an old handwritten list of numbers.
The signing of Melba by the Gramophone
Company in March 1904 was the catalyst for the
global growth of the infant recording industry.
Recorded when she was 43, each single-sided,
three-to-four minute record was sold for one
guinea in 1904, equivalent to about $200
today.
The recordings will be released by Historic
Mastersona78vinylrecordand (Din Melbourne,
with a booklet written by Dr. Neill.

Melbourne, 2008
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A Matter Of History 2

long history of each state offering
sanctuary to the other’s opponents has
built bitterness and mistrust between
the two neighbours”. Afghanistan
sheltered Baloch nationalists in the
1970’s while Pakistan extended ref-
uge and training to the mujahadeen in
the 1980’s and then later supported the
Afghani Taliban.

Following the Soviet invasion of
Afghanistan in 1979, Pakistan’s then
military ruler Zia ul-Haq promoted
the jihad in Afghanistan, funded thou-
sands of Islamic madrassas, armed
domestic Islamist organisations, and
in the process ‘militarised and radica-
lised the border region’ says the USIP
report.

Experts say that, underlying Paki-
stani actions in the region, is concern
about bolstering security against In-
dia. The USIP report notes Pakistan
sought to support a ‘client regime in
Afghanistan’ that would be hostile to
India, ‘giving the Pakistan military a
secure border and strategic depth’. By
supporting Islamist militias among the
Pashtun, Pakistan’s government has
tried to neutralise Baloch and Pashtun
nationalism within its borders.

The International Crisis Group in
October 2007 reported that Pakistan
still supports Pashtun Islamist parties
in a bid to counter Baloch and Pashtun
forces, ‘using Balochistan as a base of
operation and sanctuary’ and recruiting
from its extensive madrassa network,
the report says ‘the Taliban and its Pak-
istani allies are undermining the state-
building effort in Afghanistan’.

Pakistan’s (former) President
Pervez Musharraf repeatedly denied
this.

Porous Borders: Both the Pash-
tuns and Balochis gain much of their
income from cross-border smuggling
says the USIP paper. Thanks to the
largely porous border and people from
similar ethnic groups straddling both
its sides, “the borderlands already have
become a land bridge for the criminals
(drugs) and criminalized (transit trade)
economies of the region”. The trans-
border political and military networks
between the two countries are rein-
forced as well as funded and armed by

criminal activities such as trafficking
in drugs, arms and even people.

Afghanistan is the world’s largest
cultivator and supplier of opium (93%
of the global opiates markets). Accord-
ing to the Afghanistan Opium Survey
2007 by the UN office on Drugs and
Crime, opium cultivation in the coun-
try is no longer associated with poverty.
The report says opium is now closely
linked to the insurgency and the Tali-
ban are again using it to get ‘resources
for arms, logistics and militia pay’, de-
spite a large foreign military presence.

The War on Terror: Since 9/11
‘there is a large asymmetry of inter-
ests between Afghanistan and Paki-
stan’, according to Carnegie’s Grare.
For Islamabad, Afghanistan is only
one element in a larger game involv-
ing its policy towards India as well as
its local standing, writes Grare. The
relationship is mainly a bilateral issue
for Afghanistan.

After 9/11, Pakistan allied itself
with the United States in its war on
terror. This created a dilemma for
Pakistan, as it now had to hunt down
the Taliban and the Islamic organisa-
tions it reportedly helped to create in
the first place. It also had to send its
troops into the tribal lands where the
Pakistani military has never been wel-
come. Incidents of Pakistani soldiers
surrendering without a fight to mili-
tant organisations became common
during 2007.

Before 9/11, especially during the
Soviet presence in Afghanistan, Paki-
stan and US policies in the border
region converged, a friendly govern-
ment in Afghanistan gave Islamabad
strategic depth against India as well as
a land bridge across Central Asia, and
an open border ensured easy access to
Kabul. This fit well into Washington’s
strategic objective, which looked to
Pakistan as a vantage ground to pre-
vent Soviet hegemony in the region.
But post 9/11, the United States wants
greater controls on the border. Paki-
stan’s national interest now conflicts
with its foreign policy and the most
powerful state institution, the Pakistan

military, is caught in the middle of
these militant groups to counter what
it perceives as the security threat from
India and its continued claim to Kash-
mir, it now has to appease the United
States for strategic, military and for-
eign aid. Hassan Abbas, a research
fellow at Harvard’s Kennedy School
of Government writes (PDF) that ex-
tremism has been rising in Pakistan’s
border areas and they continue to pro-
vide sanctuary to militants who spread
insurgency in Afghanistan.

The Pakistani army has shown it is
not sufficiently equipped to fight in-
surgency in these areas. Former CFR
Adjunct Senior Fellow Mahnas Ispa-
hani says there is some validity to the
argument that the Pakistani army can-
not entirely control or close the bor-
der with Afghanistan. Islamabad and
the FATA regions have long followed
a policy of ‘live and let live’, with
minimal interference in one another’s
affairs, but Ispahani says the United
States would like to see this changed.

Looking Ahead: A classified US
proposal disclosed by the New York
Times outlines an intensified effort
to enlist tribal leaders in the border
areas of Pakistan in the fight against
al-Qaeda and the Taliban. If adopted,
the proposal would “directly finance a
separate tribal paramilitary force” the
newspaper says. The United States has
also started a five year $750 million
assistance program in the FATA. The
State Department’s Bureau of Interna-
tional Narcotics and Law Enforcement
Affairs assists the Frontier Corps, a
Pakistani federal paramilitary forcesta-
tioned in the NWFP and Balochistan,
with financing for counter- narcotics
work.

To restructure the relationship be-
tween Pakistan and Afghanistan, a
Council Special Report, authored by
Rubin, recommends recognition of an
international border by the two coun-
tries and co-operative development of
the tribal areas on either side. It also
suggests transforming the status of the
tribal areas in Pakistan and empower-
ing the people by allowing the people
to participate in elections.
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NOAH’'S ARK —TODAY

The Lord spoke to Noah and said, "Noah in
six months I am going to make it rain until
the whole world is covered with water and all
the evil things are destroyed. But I want to
save a few good people and two of every living
thing on the planet. So I am ordering you to

build an Ark."

And in a flash of lightning, the Lord delivered
the specifications for the Ark.

"OK," Noah said, trembling with fear and
fumbling with the blueprints. "I'm your man."
"Six months and it starts to rain,” warned the
Lord. "You better have my Ark completed - or
learn to swim for a long, long timel”

Six months passed, the sky began to cloud
up, and the rain began to fall in torrents. The
Lord looked down and saw Noah sitting in his
yard, weeping. There was no Ark.

"Noah!" shouted the Lord, “where is MY
Ark?"

A lightning bolt crashed into the ground right
beside Noah.

"Lord please forgive mel” begged Noah. "I did
my best, but there were some big problems.
First, I had to get a building permit for the
Ark's construction, but your plans did not
meet their code. So, I had to hire an engineer
to redo the plans, only to get info a long

argument with him about whether to include
a fire-sprinkler system.
"My neighbours objected, claiming that I was
violating zoning ordinances by building the Ark
in my front yard, so I spent months frying to
get a variance from the city planning board.
"After all that, I had a big problem getting
enough wood for the Ark, because there was a
ban on cutting trees, to save the spotted owl.
I tried to convince the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service that I needed the wood to “save"
the owls, but they would not listen. And they
would not let me catch any owls, either - so no
Owls on the Ark.
"Then the Carpenter's Union started
picketing my home because I was not using
union carpenters. I had to halt construction
and begin negotiating with the National Labor
Relations Board.
"Next, I started gathering up the animals -
but got sued by an animal rights group that
objected to me taking along two of each kind.
Just when that suit got dismissed, the EPA
notified me that I could not complete the
Ark without filing an environmental impact
statement on your proposed flood. They did
not take kindly to the idea that they had no
jurisdiction over the conduct of a Supreme
Being.
"Then the Corps of Engineers wanted a map of
the proposed flood plan. I sent them a globe,
and they went ballistic!
"The IRS has seized all my assets, claiming
that I am trying to leave the country, and T
just got a notice from the state that I owe
some kind of use tax.
"Lord, I'm sorry, but I do not think there is
any way I can finish the Ark in less than five
years. If ever!”
With that, the sky cleared, the sun began to
shine, and a rainbow arched across the sky.
Noah looked up and smiled. "You mean you are
not going to destroy the world?" he asked
hopefully.
"Wrong! thundered the Lord. "But I'm going
;Io do it with something far worse than a mere
ood.
Something far more destructive. Something
that man himself created.”
"What is that?" Noah asked.
"Government” said the Lord.
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