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world of dreams and unreality. From
this retreat he watched people, saw and
understood their sorrows and joys, but
he was never one of them. Though he
might suffer and rejoice with others,
they were unaware of this; to the outside
world he was an awkward fellow, with
no charm or grace of manner.

And then his mother wrote a poem
about the death of one of twin babies
born to her, and it was published in the
local Mudgee newspaper. Henry read
it, hardly able to believe it was really
true. In excitement he dashed outside
into the bush with pencil and paper and
wrote a poem himself entitled “William
the Conqueror.” He showed it to
Louisa with pride, and she smiled at his
eagerness and acclaimed it good, but his
father, who happened to be home at the
time, was disgusted with such a waste of
time, and committed the offending sheet
to the fire. Henry’s next effort met the
same fate, but neither he nor his mother
were discouraged.

Although Peter had certainly not
been a good father to his son, and hardly
proved himself worthy of the boy’s
affection, yet when Henry was fourteen
he went away with him to help on a
railway station building at Rylstone. In
his spare time the boy acted as Rylstone
correspondent of the Independent, the
Mudgee newspaper which had printed
his mother’s verses. Father and son
apparently at this point in time got on
well enough together, for Henry was
able to write without malice
_ “] worked with father in the bush

At splitting rails and palings;

He never was unkind to me

Although he had his failings.”

HENRY EMBARKS ON THE
ROAD OF APOET

At sixteen Henry returned to his
mother, who had moved to Granville,
near Sydney. She had started the
publication of the first women’s
newspaper in Australia, under the title
of The Dawn — a Journal for Australian
Women. She wrote most of the editorial
matter herself, set the type and collected
her own advertisements. The paper ran
for a number of years until ill-health
forced her to discontinue it.

While in Sydney Henry was
apprenticed to a firm of railway
contractors, who, in view of the
experience he had gained with his father,
started him off at thirty shillings a week.

In order to be at work in time he had
to rise at five in the morning, and fear
of not doing so often kept him awake
all night. This experience led him to
write the story, “Arvie Aspinall’s Alarm
Clock.”

In the evenings he attended night
school, or wandered around Paddy’s
Market, still alone, still aloof, still
outside the world of living people all
round him, of which he longed to be a
real part, but did not know the way of
entry.

A year later he wrote a poem about
the wreck of a ship the “Derry Castle.”
He thought it to be good and he wanted
to see it published, but he did not know
what to do about it. Finally he decided to
submit it to the Bulletin in Sydney, and,
in fear at his own courage, walked there
himself with the precious manuscript
in his hand. But he was too frightened
to go into one of the offices with it, so
he lingered on the stairs until a kindly
charwoman asked him what he wanted,
and he thrust the paper into her hands,
begging her to give it to the editor. She
smiled at him and took it straight to J.F.
Archibald, the man whose name has
gone down in the annals of Australian
literature as the inspiration and adviser
of so many of our writers.

ARCHIBALD READ THE
VERSES AND SAW THERE
WAS GOOD IN THEM.

“There’s something in this,” he
remarked to Fred Broomfield, who was
then on the Bulletin staff, “but I haven’t
the time to correct it.”

Broomfield picked up the paper.
“You’re right,” he agreed, “I think I can
fix this, do you mind if T have a try?”

So Henry Lawson’s first published
work appeared, and it did not go
unnoticed. ProfessorJ. Le Gay Brereton,
of the Sydney University, wrote a letter
to him and asked if he would call on
him.  He felt the poet had the gift of
making others see what he the poet had
seen; in fact, Henry’s description of the
drowning people had haunted his dreams
for nights.

And Henry accepted the invitation;
putting all his reticence behind him he
kept the appointment. It was a meeting
that was to lead to a lifelong friendship,
but at the time Le Brereton could not
believe that such a boy had written the
powerful lines he had so admired.

“] was astounded,” he said later,
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“when a strip of a lad called on me.”

The meeting for Henry was like
the fulfilment of a dream. It was his
ambition to attend the University, he
was studying at night to that end, and
here he was having the opportunity of
talking to one of its professors. This
ambition of Henry’s was, however,
never to be achieved, for three times he
tried unsuccessfully to matriculate, and
finally was forced to give up.

This thwarting of his ambition led
to a bitterness which remained with him
right through his life, an echo of which
is found in the poem, “The Uncultured
Rhymer to His Cultured Critics.”

Henry’s life was full in these last
years of his ‘teens. He was working
in the daytime, studying at night, and
doing more than his share in the keeping
of the family in his father’s absence.
Nevertheless, in between times, he
managed to write.

The firm by which he was employed
sent him to Newcastle, where he was
tried out unsuccessfully as a clerk. To
tie him to a desk was like imprisoning
as eagle; and all the time, so close,
just down at the wharves were ships
preparing to sail away to distant parts of
the earth.

From Newcastle he drifted back to
Sydney, a failure, and began the hopeless
task of looking for a job. In the early
hours of the morning he would stand
outside the Sydney Morning Herald
building, where the “Situations Vacant”
advertisements were displayed, and, with
his mind only on what he was seeking,
would watch the down-and-outs, and
his heart would hurt with the pain of the
desire to do something for them. It was
at this time he wrote his “Song of the
Republic,” which was published in the
Worker.

When he was nineteen, Henry’s
mother sent him to Melbourne for
treatment at the Eye and Ear Hospital,
but his hearing did not improve. He
stayed there for a while and obtained
a position with a photographer, re-
touching photographs, a job at which
he was so unskilful that his wages
gradually dropped to fifteen shillings a
week. In despair he returned to New
South Wales to work with his father at
Mount Victoria. Here he fell in with
four men, his first real “mates,” who
were destined to figure frequently in
his subsequent writings. But they were
not a good influence on the youth, for
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they taught him to drink, and when he
found that after a few glasses he forgot
his shyness and was able to be a man
amongst other men, he took to drinking
where and whenever possible.

Shocked when he first saw his son
drunk, Peter Lawson telegraphed his wife
to find work for him somewhere else, but
before anything could be done the older
Lawson died. Henry felt he should stay
on and finish his father’s contracts. He
brooded so much over his father’s death
that, after his retum to Sydney, Louisa
suggested that he should write the story
of all that had happened to them together.
This he did, his first prose work, under
the title of “His Father’s Mate.”

HENRY AND THE
OPPOSITE SEX

About this time Henry felt he should
test his standing with the opposite sex. He
knew people made fun of his appearance,
that he had no presence, that he was self-
conscious and gauche. But all the same
he wanted to know what would happen
if he made an approach to a woman.
Bolstering his courage with a drink he
went to one of his mother’s boarders and
proposed marriage. To his consternation
she accepted him and went rushing out
to Louisa exclaiming: “Your son, Henry,
and I are engaged, and we’re going to be
married.”

She got no further. Before she knew
what had hit her, she was out in the street
with her luggage, with the door firmly
closed. Louisa in a fury began making
arrangements for Henry and his brother
Peter to be shipped off to Albany in
Western Australia.

In the Western Australian town Henry
worked as a house painter, and wrote a
little for the local paper.

Back in Sydney once more he had
a serious quarrel with his mother, not
over his behaviour with the unfortunate
boarder, as might have been expected, but
over a poem he had written entitled “The
Ghost.”  Although they subsequently
patched things up the influence she had
always had over her eldest son seemed to
die from that moment.

Henry now lived on his own, in cheap
lodging houses, picking up jobs here
and there, and amassing endless copy
for his writing. And then what seemed
the opportunity for which he had been
waiting came; he received an appointment
on the Brisbane Boomerang, to write the
“Country Crumbs” column. Butthe paper

died within six months, and its passing he
described in a poem, rich in humour and
pathos, called the “Cambaroona Star.”
With the death of the Boomerang
Henry returned penniless to Sydney. In
the year 1892 Australia was deep in the
gloom of a financial depression, and
work was harder than ever to obtain. He
was speaking from experience when he
wrote: “I think there’s something noble
and I swear nothing low; In the pride of
human nature, when its pants begin to

go.”

“Henry was at
times inclined
to be what today
would be termed
‘fussy’.”

WORKING AND WALKING
THE OUTBACK

LF. Archibald now came to Lawson’s
assistance with a fare to Bourke and five
pounds in cash.

Accompanied by a fellow writer, Jim
Grahame, he went swagging it outback.
The two young men took jobs where
they could, one at house painting, which
only lasted a fortnight, then a succession
of others at shearing sheds, moving on
as each one cut out. They worked as
rouseabouts, picking up wool, but neither
of them ever shore a sheep. When they
had finished their last shed they decided
to walk to Queensland.

An interesting sidelight on Lawson’s
character is given in a description of this
trip together which Grahame wrote years
later:

“Henry was at times inclined to be
what today would be termed ‘fussy.” For
instance I was in some ways a bit of a
sloven in regards to rolling and carrying
the swag and kit. I’d use a piece of rope
or a strap to sling it over my shoulder.
This used to annoy him; it wasn’t the
right way. The towel, its ends tied to the
binding straps, should be used.

“Another thing was the billy. Mine
used to bump against my leg and soil the
brown moleskins — washed nearly white.
His billy had a kind of sheath, pulled
stocking-wise over it.”

From that trip Henry Lawson brought
back with him a mass of material for
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short stories and verse. The stories
were published in the Sydney Worker,
which paper he edited for a while, with
the promise of a permanent position,
a promise never fulfilled. Most of
the stories of this period appear in the
collection “While the Billy Boils.”

HENRY FALLS IN LOVE

Apart from his one unfortunate
attempt to interest a woman in himself,
members of the opposite sex had played
little part in Lawson’s life up to this time.
But now, in 1895, as a man of twenty-
eight, he was to find himself hopelessly in
love. The girl in question, Bertha Bredt,
was only eighteen. She had been nursing
in Victoria but had returned to Sydney to
visit her mother, who kept a bookshop in
Castlereagh Street.

He proved to be a persistent lover;
doggedly he arrived at the shop each
day, and just as doggedly, when he knew
Bertha returned his love, did he press on
for their marriage in spite of her mother’s
opposition and even that of the girl
herself, who was anxious that he should
be better established before they wed.

Bertha with her lover visited George
Robertson of Angus and Robertson, of
Sydney, on one occasion. This house had
the publication of Henry’s first book in
hand, a collection which was brought out
under the name of “In the Days When the
World Was Wide.” Robertson tried his
best to dissuade the girl from marriage.
“He’s a genius,” he said, “and you know
what geniuses are — they can never make
a woman happy.”

But despite all the warnings she
received from his friends, and her
mother’s disapproval, Bertha married
Henry on April 15%, 1896, his capital
at the time being ten pounds he had
borrowed from another writer. Having
found temporary accommodation he took
her to the offices of the Bulletin, where
in high glee he introduced his wife to the
disbelieving staff.

When Angus and Robertson gave
Lawson Fifty pounds as an advance
royalty against his book, the young
couple felt they were made for life. With
so much money at one time Henry could
not be satisfied to stay where he was, and
within a few days he had persuaded his
young wife to go with him to Western
Australia seeking gold at Coolgardie.
They took passage on the Marloo and
sailed through Sydney Heads one sunny
afternoon, the world before them, a world
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with whom he had gone bush twenty-
five years earlier. One of the greatest
advantages of the job to Henry was the
free railway pass which would take him
away from Leeton whenever he wished
to go. He frequently resigned from the
position but Holman would cheerfully
tear up his resignations. A change of
government, however resulted in one of
them being accepted and, in great glee,
Lawson took a train out of Leeton for
the last time.

In 1921, a period in the Coast
Hospital, necessitated by extremes in
drinking, caused Henry’s friends to
rally round and determine to help him.
A holiday on Lord Howe Island was
planned, and then he was to return to
Bertha and his children.

But the good intentions of others
were frustrated. A so-called friend met
him as he left hospital and within a few
hours he was drinking as heavily as
ever.

Lawson knew his weakness, knew
how easily he could be led to do the
thing he loathed. In agony he cried out
against those who had helped to spoil
and twist his life;

“They shall feel it, they shall know it,
Who, when from the sky of azure that
dread thunder-bolt was hurled,

Made me drunkard who was sober,
made me devil who was poet,

Made the girl-wife and boy-husband man
and woman of the world.”

A year later, on September 2, 1922,
Henry Lawson died. He was buried
at Waverley, overlooking the restless
waves of the Pacific, a restlessness in
keeping with his life.

The strength and charm of Lawson’s
writing lie in the humanness of his
perception, and the impartiality of his
narration. There was no artificiality in
his love for his country or for his fellow-
men, and this honesty and understanding
finds expression in all his work. He
based his stories on fact and real people,
so that they live and have meaning for
all time. He felt his country’s successes
and failures as his own, and used his pen
often in an attempt to awaken people to
a realisation of her needs.

As the Lord Mayor of Sydney wrote
just after Lawson’s death, “Henry
Lawson is ours; how shall we remember
him? Born of the land, like his mother
before him, he is ours. Writer of our
land, he is ours.”

Compiled By: Eve Bennetts
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Down the street as | was drifting with the city’s human tide,
Came a ghost, and for a moment walked in silence by my side —
Now my heart was hard and bitter, and a bitter spirit he,

So | felt no great aversion to his ghostly company.

Said the Shade: ‘At finer feelings let your lip in scomn be curled,
‘Self and Pelf, my friend, remember, is the motto of the world.’

And he said: ‘If you'd be happy, you must clip your fancy’s wings,
Stretch your conscience at the edges to the size of earthly things;
Never fight another’s battle, for a friend can never know

When he'll gladly fly for succour to the bosom of the foe.

At the power of truth and friendship let your lip in scorn be curled —
‘Self and Pelf, my friend, remember that's the motto of the world.

‘Where Society is mighty, always truckle to her rule;

Never send and ‘I' undotted to the teacher of a school;

Only fight a wrong or falsehood when the crowd is at your back,
And, till Charity repay you, shut the purse, and let her pack;

At the fools who would do other let your lip in scorn be curled,
‘Self and Pelf', my friend, remember, that's the motto of the world.

‘Ne’er assail shaky ladders Fame from her niches hung,

Lest unfriendly heels above you grind your fingers from the rung;
Or the fools who idle under, envious of your fair renown,

Heedless of the pain you suffer, do their worst to shake you down.
At the praise of men, or censure, let your lip in scorn be curled,
‘Self and Pelf, my friend, remember, that's the motto of the world.

‘Flowing founts of inspiration leave their sources parched and dry,
Scalding tears of indignation sear the hearts that beat too high;
Chilly waters thrown upon it drown the fire that's in the bard;

And the banter of the critic hurts his heart till it grows hard.

At the fame your muse may offer let your lip in scorn be curled,
‘Self and Pelf, my friend, remember that's the motto of the world.

‘Shun the fields of love, where lightly, to a low mocking tune,
Strong and useful lives are ruined, and the broken hearts are strewn.
Not a farthing is the value of the honest love you hold;
Call it lust, and make it serve you! Set your heart on nought but gold.
At the bliss of purer passions let your lip in scorn be curled —

‘Self and Pelf, my friend, shall ever be the motto of the world.’

Then he ceased and looked intently in my face, and nearer drew;
But a sudden deep repugnance to his presence thrilled me through;
Then | saw his face was cruel, by the look that o'er it stole,

Then | felt his breath was poison, by the shuddering of my soul,
Then | guessed his purpose evil, by his lip in sneering curled,

And | knew he slandered mankind, by my knowledge of the world.

But he vanished as a purer brighter presence gained my side —
‘Heed him not! there’s truth and friendship

in this wondrous world,” she cried,

And of those who cleave to virtue in their climbing for renown,
Only they who faint or falter from the height are shaken down.
At a cynic’s baneful teaching let your lip in scorn be curled!
‘Brotherhood and Love and Honour! is the motto for the world.’

Henry Lawson
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the nation.

Governments print the nation’s
small-change, authenticate it and give
it a convenient name, but at the end of
the day have little control over its value,
except indirectly by pursuing policies
which facilitate productivity.

There have been many examples
throughout history whare objects have
served as money which have had no
intrinsic value in their own right, Sea
shells, leather disks, or the famous
tallies issued by the Lord of the Manor
in medieval England effectively served
the purpose of primitive money...Clearly
a modern-day bank note has no intrinsic
value; it is merely a piece of paper with
some printing and strange squiggles, and
usually a couple of pictures of famous
people. Its value is derived entirely
from the fact that the government of the
day has declared it to be legal tender, and
the productive capacity of the nation in
which it is issued determines what it will
purchase, which at the end of the day is
its real value.

AN INTERESTING EXAMPLE

History is dotted with examples of
strange objects being used as money.
One such is the story of the brick factory
in Russia which paid its employees
in bricks, as the Rouble had become
virtually worthless. It is amusing to
imagine people going shopping with a
barrow-load of bricks. However, if the
management of the factory had known
a little elementary economics they could
have issued brick certificates, which
would have done the job much better
and saved people much inconvenience.

All the conditions for a primitive
currency would have been met. The
currency itself (the Brick Certificates)
has no intrinsic value; what gives it
its value is the fact that it can readily
be exchanged for a real commodity,
in this case bricks, and by association,
with other commodities available in the
immediate district. People could “cash-
in” the certificates if they needed bricks
or exchange them for some other desired
commodity. As long as the chimney of
the brickyard kept smoking the system
would continue to work.

What we have established here
(albeit by accident) is a perfect (but
miniature) economy. Whatever quantity
of bricks are produced, the money value
is automatically put into the economy.
As the bricks are used, the money value
is reduced. Perfect balance between
supply and demand has, theoretically,

been achieved. Further, as the cost of
producing the bricks is very constant, so
is the value of the brick certificates.
Sadly, in the real world, the system
would not be allowed to operate for very
long. Government would move to destroy
it, as the system is not paying tax. If it
could not be stopped, a way of taxing
the production would be found, even if
in the long run the tax burden destroyed
the whole system. Additionally, the
banks would soon realise that the brick
company was creating a form of money,
in some ways superior to their own. This
threat to their monopoly would have
to be removed. We would soon find
government moving to ban the process.

“One such is of the
story of the brick
factory in Russia...
paid its employees
in bricks...It is
amusing to imagine
people going
shopping with a
barrow-load of
bricks.”

THE PSYCHOLOGY OF
MONEY

The public perception of money is the
key to the whole matter. If the populace
accepts that the bank notes which the
government prints are money, then they
will continue to serve that function.
However should an unresolvable general
strike occur and all economic activity
cease, this currency will lose its value in
a very short time. Monetary Reformers
believe that government money or bank
credit are merely a ticket system, a claim
to real wealth of some kind. If the real
wealth is not there then the paper money/
bank credit is worthless. The key to the
whole system is public confidence. If
people lose confidence in the system,
regardless of any other factor, the system
will cease to work, even if the factories
of the nation are sitting idle.

If money is indeed merely a ticket
system then the idea that a nation,
or individual citizens of that nation,
should go without something which
they desperately need because there is

insufficient money is nothing more that a
monstrous nonsense. We may rationally
go without something because there are
insufficient materials or labour, but to
go without basic necessaries because
of a lack of money (tickets) makes no
sense at all. It would be just as sensible
to watch an empty train pull out of the
station because the railway company
had failed to print the tickets.

All the above does not mean that
people should, or could, expect to have
everything they want at the push of
a button; there will of course always
be limits on production Monetary
Reformers believe that the only limit
on production should be a nation’s
ability and desire to produce goods
and services, giving due regard to any
environmental limitations which may
be considered necessary. When people
come to look upon money as merely a
ticket system, and not wealth as such,
the “experts” will have an extremely
hard time defending their position on
this subject.

BANKS AND BANKING

It is impossible to understand the
impact that banks, and banking practise,
have on a modern free-market economy
without being aware of one simple but
little-known fact..."BANKS CREATE
OUR MONEY SUPPLY’. Those who
would attempt to deny this simple fact
must eventually bring upon themselves
considerable embarrassment, as the
evidence is irrefutable. They should
carefully consider the following....

It is well known that when a
borrower applies for a bank loan, he/
she must produce security of some
kind, usually a title-deed to a property
or a promissory note. The bank simply
writes up the value of the security AS A
DEPOSIT OF MONEY. In doing this
the bank has simply converted a title
deed to a borrower’s asset into money,
as whatever a bank calls money is
almost universally accepted as money.
Money which did not exist before now
appears in the account of the borrower,
and every time a withdrawal is made
against this account the total mount of
money in circulation increases.

Another way in which banks create
money is known as Fractional Reserve
Banking. Under this system, long-term
deposits are put into a special reserve
account and kept aside as “backing” for
the issue of loans. Banks have found
that, under normal circumstances, most
such deposits remain with the bank for
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considerable periods, so the bank “on
lends”. The same money now appearsina
number of accounts...the depositors and
a number of borrowers. The depositor’s
money becomes backing for money
lent to several borrowers (fractional
reserve). The deposit “backing” for this
type of loan varies with circumstances,
but is believed to be usually about
10%. This action explains why banks
“go bankrupt”. When large numbers
of long-term depositors withdraw their
funds the bank no longer has backing for
its outstanding loans.

It is no coincidence that this action
is an exact parallel to the action of the
medieval goldsmith in demanding back
and destroying the receipt when the
owner claims the builion, but demanding
a portion of the bullion as payment for
services rendered. This practise became
an established principle of modern-day
banking.

A more technical interpretation of
the situation is that banks allow a person
to change a tangible asset (usually a title
deed to a property) into bank credit. As
a charge for carrying out this relatively
simple accounting function the banks
charge exorbitant fees (interest on the
loan), and in fact claim ownership of the
asset until all fees (interest) and principal
are repaid.

PROOF OF CREATION

An absolute proof that banks create
money comes from the actions of
the Federal Reserve Bank in varying
interest rates to control the economy.
To “dampen down” an “overheated”
economy interest rates are increased
Why? Simply because the level of
activity in an economy depends mainly
on the amount of money in circulation,
which in turn depends on interest rates.
Increasing interest rates discourages
borrowing which reduces the amount
of money in circulation and therefore
economic activity; And the reverse
applies; cast-iron proof that the banks
are creating money.

This, then, gives us an insight into
the cause of the world’s economic
problems. Banks, while creating
the money, also create debt, and the
debt accumulates. Businesses must
recover debt through prices, which
causes inflation. Unserviceable debt
causes bankruptcies and loss of homes
and property. If we need proof of this
just look at the situation in America.
According to the John Birch Society the
American national debt has now reached

9.6 trillion dollars. (9.6 thousand
billion) and this in the most productive
and innovative economy the world has
known.

Orthodox economists ignore the fact
that all debt is inflationary, particularly
when the borrowing is carried out by
government or business, as all debt
servicing must be recovered in prices or
taxes. All taxes are a cost to someone,
and therefore are inflationary. These
same people take the view that money
created by government to finance its
legitimate expenditure would be highly
inflationary and put the economy into
melt-down.  They claim that debt
has no effect on an economy and is
economically neutral, (one person’s
debt is the lender’s asset). This is a
nonsense. The debt we are discussing
here is money owed to banks,. Any
realistic program to reduce and control
inflation must obviously take this fact
into account. Orthodox economists
entirely ignore it. Orthodox economists
claim that debt is economically neutral,
because one person’s debt is another
person’ asset. This is perfectly true
when the debt is between private
individuals or companies, but people
in debt seldom owe money to relatives,
friends, neighbours, businesses or the
government. At least not for long. What
we are talking about here is money owed
to banks, the vast majority of a nation’s
internal debt.

Is it any wonder that the system is in
serious trouble? Money is created and
putinto circulation for the wrong reasons.
Instead of being put into circulation by
the government according to the needs of
society to conduct trade and commercial
intercourse, it is put into circulation
only as a result of citizens being willing
to pawn their future. The economy of
every industrialised nation balances on
the knife-edge. If anything happens to
cause a loss of confidence people stop
borrowing, but the repayments on past
borrowings continue to flow back into
the banks, and as previously explained,
are cancelled out of existence, and the
economy just winds down.

Another unspeakable nonsense
perpetuated by orthodox economists is
economic rationalism; (neither economic
nor rational). They maintain that if a
product can be produced cheaper in
another country it should be imported,
and our factory closed down. They
pay lip service to Say’s Law (explained
above) but in this case completely ignore
it.
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THE HUMBLE BRICK AS
MONEY

Take the humble house brick. It
starts life as a shovel full of useless
mud. Transported to the brickworks,
pressed into shape and heated to the
correct temperature, it becomes a
very precious commodity....we build
our homes with them. The monetary
costs paid out during production of the
brick is now circulating as purchasing
power in the local economy, and if 100
million bricks have been produced then
at least $100 million has been put into
circulation. (Says law). This is how
wealth is created...by value adding to
raw materials. Not only do we now
have all these bricks but we are all a
little wealthier.

But then along comes the economists
and tell us that they can be made
cheaper in China, so we shut down
our brickworks and import them. The
money put into circulation during their
production is now in China, and we
must now go further into debt if we want
to build a home. Sound familiar?

THE FLY IN THE OINTMENT

We have now come to the core
of the problem and are in a position
to answer a key question...Why is
Say’s Law not operating as the theory
dictates? If we examine the previous
section on banking and look carefully
at the statement...”’another action of
banks, carried out during their book-
keeping operations, is to cancel out the
principal on loans as it is repaid”, it is
obvious that the company repaying the
loan must have received this money as
part of its price structure, but instead of
putting this into circulation to become
purchasing power, they have used it to
repay portion of an overdraft. The bank
would have kept the interest as its profit
on the transaction and cancelled the
principal out of existence, the opposite
of its action in creating the money in
the first place. The money cancelied
would have been used by the company
to produce goods, but would not have
been put into circulation, as this part of
its costs has gone back to the bank and
been cancelled. Therefore...Say’s Law
is not valid when productive enterprises
are repaying borrowed money to a
bank, and this action accounts for the
classic gap between supply and demand
which is the scourge of all free-market
economies.
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INFLATION...WHO ISTO
BLAME?

Orthodox economists will only
accept one possible cause of inflation.
They dogmatically believe the inflation
is caused by firms arbitrarily (that is,
without due cause) raising prices when
business is good. (excess demand in the
economy).

The vast sums of money spent on
advertising surely refutes this idea, We
are asked to believe that the endless
parade of posters, billboards and Neon
signs on every available free space in
every town and city in the industrialised
world, not to mention radio advertising,
TV advertising, newspapers, magazines
and letter-box junk-mail drops are all
unnecessary, because there are always
more buyers that sellers, and businesses
are raising prices without due cause. The
question must be asked...Why would
business spend these vast sums of money
advertising products which were easy to
sell? (It could be well argued that the
advertising industry, world wide, was
the biggest industry of all) There can be
no doubt that what we are seeing here
is, in most cases, an ongoing desperate
battle for market share.

There are a number of causes of
prices continually rising, but excess
demand is seldom one of them. How
can you believe that there is excess
demand when the shelves of the shops
are crammed with unsold goods, and
there is a high level of unemployment?
(The almost normal situation.) The fact
that wages have risen faster than prices,
with few exceptions, since the industrial
revolution is entirely ignored by orthodox
economists. Similarly, the undoubted
upward pressure on production costs,
and therefore prices, caused by servicing
debt is little understood within the
discipline.

To summarise, we can state
emphatically that established banking
practise, with total support of the
established discipline of economics,
creates, or at least adds to, the following
economic problems.

Inflation...The costs of servicing
bank created debt must always be
recovered in prices, and continuously
increases.

Unemployment...the gap between
supply and demand created by the
banking system in cancelling out of
existence money which has been used
in the production process creates this
problem.

Bankruptcies...the rules of Fractional

Reserve Banking dictate that when
deposits of money decline, as in a
recession, the decline in the money
supply is greatly magnified. The banks
lose their liquidity (readily available
money). Banks must call in their loans
at a proportionally higher rate than the
reduction in deposits. This action not
only causes wide-spread bankruptcies
in the productive sector, but causes the
banks themselves to collapse.

THE SHARE MARKET

The simple truth is that the world’s
financial system, and particularly
the share markets, have absolutely
no relationship whatever to what is
happening in the real world. Productivity
in the industrialised world has increased
steadily since the industrial revolution.
The currencies of nations involved in this
ongoing thrust towards ever increasing
productive efficiency should surely
reflect this trend. What we see is exactly
the opposite...wild fluctuations are the
norm, with the share markets becoming
little more than a vast casino. Even if
the current imbroglio mysteriously sorts
itself out, thinking people must surely
realise that there is a serious fault within
the system which needs the full attention
of all with any care for the future of
civilisation.

“Without the
depression Hitler
could never have

come to power
in Germany and
Ww11 would and
could, never had
occurred.”

THE AMERICAN SUB-PRIME
MELTDOWN

The popular myth is that the
American sub-prime meltdown caused
the current world economic crisis. The
truth of the matter is that America had
built up a tremendous burden of both
government and private debt, which
was approaching the limits of what the
country could service. The sub-prime
crisis wassimply the trigger which started
the rot. As explained earlier, under an
honest economic system there would

not be the large pool of economically
fragile borrowers to cause this problem.
Money would be more freely available
and interest rates lower.

THE SAD LESSONS OF

HISTORY

Sceptics will no doubt demand that
proof of the statements made above be
given, but informed people know that
in the so-called science of economics
no thesis is provable... The economies
of the world cannot be stopped, as we
do in a laboratory, to alter one thing at
a time and observe the results, to prove
or disprove a thesis. On the other side
of the coin the total failure of a range of
Socialist governments, from the brutal
Communist regime in Russia to the
benign paternalism of the Labour years
in Great Britain, to correct the economic
woes of modern industrialised societies,
is surely proof that their actions are
based on false theory.

If the economic principles outlined
above were general knowledge, the tragic
ongoing drama that was the 20" century
could be entirely rewritten. The Great
Depression undoubtedly brought on by a
period of irresponsible and unsustainable
borrowing in America following WW1
need and should never have occurred.
(See Note2) The economic loss and
social trauma which resulted from this
event have never, and could never, be
accurately or even vaguely quantified.
Without the depression Hitler could
never have come to power in Germany
and WW11 would and could, never had
occurred.

Perhaps no single idea has impacted
more on modern history than that
crystallised in Karl Marx’s “Communist
Manifesto”, a tragic misconception
based on the false idea that profits are
the cause of the world’s economic woes.
With the economic knowledge outlined
above the indescribable miseries caused
by this paradox of unrealities could
never have seen the light of day. As a
result of the false theories of orthodox
economists, based on misconceptions
about money and profits, the world was
plunged into a period of unprecedented
trauma and conflict (WW 11 and the Cold
War period). Without the expansionist
policies  of  belligerent  Marxist
Communism the Korean and Vietnam
wars would never have occurred.

It is interesting to note that the grand
vision of Marx to tap into the “enormous
pool of profits” created by the capitalist
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productive system to build a better
society was a total failure. Even though
the state controlled every step of the
productive system, from raw material
to finished produce on the shelves,
the anticipated vast cash flow never
materialised. Surely another proof that
profits (money paid out to shareholders)
is only a relatively small proportion of
total expenditure, and therefore has little
effect on prices.

THE ISSUE THAT DIVIDES US
With few exceptions, the political
divide of the citizens of the Western
World revolves around the question of
the cause of inflation and unemployment.
You are either in the “left camp”; (profits
are the cause), or the “right camp”
(militant unionism is the cause). There
is little middle ground. The hard-liners
on either side of the debate never change
their allegiance to the party of their
political persuasion, while the undecided
change with the climate of the moment,
or follow a strong personality, causing
the periodic change of government.
Attempts to form parties based on some
other criterion fail in the long term. The
business/labour divide is so ingrained
it will take a world-shattering event of
some kind to cause people to look at
other alternatives. Monetary reformers
believe that they are both wrong.

OUTCOMES OF DEBT
FINANCE

Are the facts outlined above a
major cause of crime? If one sees
raw unrestrained capitalism as the
only means of providing for peoples
economic needs, which at the same
time exploits its workforce and treats
them as mere units of productive output,
(merely another form of machinery),
then one sees Western Christian society
as an evil monstrosity. Cynicism sets
in...the first step on the road to a life of
crime. Another outcome of debt finance
is undoubtedly the continuing break-
up of the traditional family, brought
under increasing financial pressure by
rising costs. Single income families
are particularly vulnerable, finding
themselves the poor relation to their
peers. Trying to keep up forces them
into unacceptable debt levels and the
inevitable frictions arise. When mother
enters the workforce to alleviate this
problem, another problem immediately
arrises...children coming home to an
empty house after school. A sure recipe

for trouble. The friction continues and
eventually the family breaks up. Debt
finance (the creation of the nation’s
money supply by banks) exacerbates all
these problems.

FAILURE OF THE SOCIAL
SCIENTISTS

Christian scholars have written at
length on the rise of atheism, which has
virtually engulfed “The West”. None
are apparently aware of the fact that
debt finance, the flaw in the monetary
system outlined above, which causes
inflation unemployment, war, economic
depressions and the rising economic gulf
between rich and poor which has led to
the rise in anti-Christian sentiments and
atheist philosophy in the Western World.
When this fault is corrected Christianity
will rise again and fulfil its destiny.
Should it not be corrected the future is
bleak indeed.

POPULAR MYTHS ABOUT
CAPITALIST ECONOMIES:

(A) We are deeply in debt because we
are living beyond our means.

Answer: We must distinguish here
between the two different parts of the
system...our productive means and
our financial means. Who would want
to argue that we are living beyond our
productive means? We are awash with
consumer goods of all kinds. However
we have certainly been living beyond
our financial means. Under the present
banking system ever increasing debt is
inevitable, as this is the only way we can
obtain money. Correcting this problem
is what this article is all about.

(B) The poor are poor because the rich
are rich.

Answer: In ancient times this was
certainly true, because metal coinage
was the only money available. Only
the wealthy could afford to store money,
which reduced that available to the poor.
Today we have government paper money
and bank credit, the amount of which
is limited only by people’s willingness
to borrow. Those with surplus money
invest it and thereby create wealth for
all.

(C) Printing more money would simply
create inflation (as in Zimbabwe)
this idea is false for two reasons.

(1) When large amounts of debt are
eliminated from the economy less money
inflation would be reduced or eliminated
as less money would be required to keep
the economy operating at full capacity.
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(2) If new debt free money is put
into circulation in a manner which
increases production there is no reason
why it should cause inflation until full
employment is reached.

(D) There can be no free lunch.

(Money must have its price).
Answer: The idea arrises from the false
concept of money accepted by orthodox
economists. The concept of money
previously put forward in this article
strongly refutes this argument.

CORRECTING THE

PROBLEM.

If we accept the undisputable facts
and logic in the above article then
solutions to the current financial mess
into which the world has got itself
become abundantly clear. With regard to
Australia, citizens must demand of their
Federal Parliamentary Representative
the following....

Short term corrections to curb
inflation and stimulate the economy...
Creation of sufficient debt-free money
by the Reserve Bank to balance out
all private and public debt to financial
institutions. Put this money into
circulation as normal Commonwealth
expenditure.

Long term solutions... Authorise
the Reserve bank to create sufficient
debt-free money each year to achieve
full employment without inflation.
Banks, both private and government,
be prohibited from adding to the money
supply during their normal operations,
or in any other manner.

Balance foreign trade. Foreign
countries can only export into Australia
goods to the value of those which
they purchase from us, except in very
special circumstances. i.e. A need to for
essential rare metals and goods of that
nature.

It is not suggested here that these
few measures will correct and eliminate
all this country’s current and future
problems. However, they must surely
be a mammoth step in the right direction.
Future fine tuning will no doubt be
necessary.

POWERFUL PRECEDENTS

Debt-free money has been introduced
into the Australian economy in the past
with nothing but beneficial results.
Those old enough will remember that
immediately before the outbreak of
WWI11 money was in extremely short
supply. The economy staggered along
in bottom gear and nothing much
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happened. However immediately upon
the outbreak of war things changed..
Large numbers of young men were
recruited into the services, many of
them bringing home a wage for the first
time. Public works which had been on
hold for years now commenced. Local
engineering works which had previously
been operating well below capacity were
working overtime. Suddenly there was
money for everything and anything. And
the secret, not revealed until many years
later...the Reserve Bank was pumping
credit into the government coffers in
whatever amount required...debt and
interest free.

Amazingly, at least to orthodox
economists, inflation was very moderate,
in fact near zero, and these boom
times carried on well after the war,
and throughout the Menzies era. The
economic boom which commenced with
the outbreak of WW11 continued for
many years following. There is no doubt
that it was these boom times, created
by the introduction of debt-free money
during the war which kept the Menzies
government in power for so long. Sadly,
as large- scale borrowing took hold,
causing the inevitable inflation and
unemployment, the Menzies government
took the blame, the good times gradually
faded, and the Labor years began.

THE WAY FORWARD

We are all repeatedly told by the
“experts’ that the current economic
slump was started by the collapse of the
sub-prime mortgage market in America.
This simplistic explanation leaves many
questions unanswered

*Why is it that large numbers of

people who are citizens of the most
productive economy in history must
mortgage themselves to the hilt to obtain
a home?

*Why has this minor upset in a small
sector of the American economic playing
field spread to the whole country, and
hence to the world?

The simple truth is that, as explained
earlier, any country which allows its
banking system to create its money
supply sits on an economic knife-edge.
Monetary reformers believe that it must
happen sooner or later, and the later is
now here....for all of us.

It must be said that it is not entirely
impossible that the current crisis will
pass. The banks and international finance
cannot be happy with what is happening,
as it their world which is falling apart, just
as much as everyone else. They will be
manoeuvring mightily behind the scenes
toinduce governments to initiate massive
‘pump priming’ projects (borrowing our
way out of debt) to get our economies
functioning . It is possible that they may
succeed. However if they do it must be
remembered that the basic course of the
problem has not been removed. The
debt generated from the pump-priming
programmes will have to be repaid in
future years, and debt levels generated
by normal borrowings will continue to
increase. Future generations will be
burdened ever increasing debt, and the
same sorry saga repeated sometime in
the future

THE GOOD NEWS.

At last...at last...after all the gloom
and doom some good news.

Beyond dispute is the fact that the
problems outlined above are gigantic,

but not impossible to correct. At least
now we have a correct analysis of the
problem, and possible answers come
to light. Nobody alone can correct this
problem, but at the other end of the
scale there is hardly anyone on earth
who can’t do something. If you are
reading this you are one of these. These
days we have “the net”. Just email this
article to your friends. If we can just get
people thinking and debating about the
mysteries of money we will have taken
a giant step in the right direction.

One small click on your computer
may turn out to be a giant step forward
for mankind.

Author's Note:

Note: (1) By unemployment we mean people
who genuinely seek work and have the skills
to perform the work being sought. We are not
discussing here those who make unemployment
a chosen life-style, or those unemployable due to
attitude and other psychological problems.

Note: (2) Nothing has been learned from
past mistakes. The American Government
and Reserve Bank at this very moment are
desperately manoeuvring to prevent a possible
economic  collapse initiated by irresponsible
and unrestricted borrowing (lending by the
banking system.), exactly as preceded the Great
Depression. However answers to these problems
will not be found until people start asking the
correct questions, which is simply this. Why is it
that so many people in the most productive and
innovative country the world has ever known have
to mortgage themselves to the hiit under a set of
rules made expressively for and by American
Banks for their own special benefit ? This is not
greed...it was their only option. When the answer
to this question is fully understood the answer will
become abundantly clear. R.B. Dewar

For further information Email: robert.
dewar@bigpond.com.au
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suggested candidates) but of the Middle
Kingdom pharaoh Amenembhet II.

Finally, Temple has demonstrated
that the exact size and position of the
Sphinx were geometrically determined
in relation to the nearby pyramids and
that the whole Giza complex was part of
a pharaonic resurrection cult. The critical
factor in his analysis is the ‘golden angle’
of 26 degrees 33’ 54”, which ‘is the
precise value of the acute angle of a right-
angled “golden triangle” that embodies
the golden mean proportion (the ratio of
1 to 1.618)’, which Danish art historian
Else Kielland established is ‘the basis for
all Egyptian art and architecture’ (page
142).

The Sphinx Mystery inevitably
contains important refiections on the
nature of ancient Egyptian civilization,
on the characteristics of modern Western
European culture, and on the relationships
between these human constructs. ‘There
was no word for “religion” in the ancient
Egyptian language, and also no word for
“belief”..... They did not have a sacred
book in their hand and read from some
text that told them how to think..... The
Egyptians were not doctrinaire, and they
did not go to war over dogma..... Just as
the Taoists’ main idea is the tao (Way) and
the Buddhists’ main idea is enlightenment
through buddhi (the higher intuitive
mind, which transcends the dichotomy of
rational and irrational), so the Egyptians’
main idea was Maat, or Cosmic Order.’
(Pages 381-382) Temple explains that
the Egyptians’ understanding of, and
representation of, Maat was ‘highly
structured and geometrical’ (page 383).

‘There is a great body of lore of
triangles embedded in Egyptian texts
and sacred illustrations that has never
been investigated properly..... Now that
we have seen that the Giza Plateau and
its main monuments are all interrelated
geodetically by multiple interlocking
golden angles, all the triangle lore that
has always infused the most esoteric
aspects of Egyptian religion and design
science can be seen to be one of their
deepest secrets. We can now appreciate
the amazing profundity that geometry
had for them..... (it was) a way of getting
at the heart of matter by elucidating
the concealed structures that govern
the Cosmic Order.’ (page 415) Temple
concludes that Egyptian ‘religion’ was
in essence ‘a sacred science’®. He points
out that ‘the golden section is a universal
phenomenon’, that it is ‘genuine cosmic
structure’ and that it ‘elucidates real

Cosmic Order.’

Temple is by no means the first person
to link Christian sacred tradition to the
world of ancient Egypté. He believes that
he has identified ‘a mystic tradition going
back directly to the original Giza tradition
via the Ptolemaic Netherworld Texts and
illustrations, which were themselves
drawn from ancient papyri (no longer
fully comprehended) dating from the
time when the Sphinx was still Anubis,
who welcomed the “word” of the sun
(logos, later meaning “word” in Greek)
at his rising. We know that Logos was
St. John’s name for Christ. Just to make
the connection with the golden angle
more obvious, /ogos also means ratio in
Greek... In other words, the “mystery
of the cross”... goes back to the origins
of Egyptian civilization, and Jeschu the
Nazarene... must... have been deeply
learned in Egyptian lore and embodied
it in his esoteric teachings. Jesus made
himself an actor in a sacred mystery
drama, which he lived out in person to
enact certain cosmic truths.” (pages 411-
412) This part of The Sphinx Mystery
seems to me to be a little bit too rushed.
It is interesting that Temple reminds us
that the word ‘Nazarene’ comes from the
Aramaic word for ‘the truth’, nazara, since
the famous statement ‘I am the way, the
truth and the life,” may well be the overall
key to the meaning of the whole gospel
story. There are echoes of both Gurdjieff
and the poet Robert Graves in Temple’s
discussion’, but Temple seems to be
passing them rather hastily as assertions
to the reader. Here is the continuation
of his thesis: ‘The crossbar of the cross
represents the major of the upright of the
cross divided in golden section..... the
foot bar was the minor..... For a sacred
figure to be crucified means for that figure
to be “nailed to the cross”, that is, fixed
in correct proportion with the cosmos by
means of the divine proportion andsacred
ratio, the golden section..... Just as Osiris
was resurrected as Horus, “the Son of the
Father”, so too Christ is resurrected as
“the Son of his Father”..... The Logos
must be crucified to give the promise of
eternal life by his resurrection.’ (pages
412-413) Temple seems to be trying to
do in a few pages what really deserves
a book-length treatment with the same
sophistication of research and analysis
that he has devoted to the Sphinx. Has he,
for example, even read the authoritative
book The Symbolism of the Cross by
Rene Guenon?® And what hard evidence
does he have (if any) that the Jesus of

the Gospels really participated in an
actual life drama, as opposed to merely
being the central figure in a sacred drama
composed by a person or persons now
long forgotten? Temple may be correct to
claim that in the Old Kingdom ‘the divine
“word”..... was not meant to be audible,
but was in the form of light’, that ‘to the
ancient Egyptians the sun (Re) “spoke
light” and that ‘the importance of the call
of light uttered by the sun’ was ‘its ability
to waken the dead to resurrection’, an
insight he believes was eventually lost by
the Christian tradition (page 434); but the
topic plainly needs discussion at much
greater length than he here provides.

In Greek legend the dog Cerberus
guarded the passage to the underworld.
This seems plainly to be an echo of
the role of Anubis, who guarded the
necropolis of Giza. What is mysterious
is just what exactly this symbolised or
represented. As Temple writes, ‘the
Sphinx stands guard over the necropolis
not only in a physical sense but in an
intellectual sense as well..... You have
to grapple with the Sphinx first and
solve its riddle, just as Oedipus did in
Greek myth, before you can avoid being
devoured and can go on to enter the true
city,” (page 236) Tantalisingly, Temple
does not explore what this might mean.
Perhaps he will do so in the coming
Egyptian Dawn. Certainly, of interest is
a quotation (page 221) he gives us from
the Book of the One of the Netherworld
as given by Terence Du Quesne in Jackal
at the Shaman's Gate®

The secret ways of Ro-Setawe
The gate of the gods

Only one whose voice is heard
May pass them...

The secret way to which (only)
Anubis has access

In order to conceal the body of
Osiris.

Ro-Setawe (Rostau) is thought to refer
to the immediate vicinity of the Sphinx
and the Valley and Sphinx Temples. The
impatient side of Temple is also manifest
when he comments that ‘the Egyptians
were very worried by death’ and that
‘resurrection was therefore another of
their manic fixations.” (page 385) It is
hard to believe that the creators of the Giza
complex were essentially a community
gripped by superstitious terror. It is much
more likely that they were a community
of precious knowledge and held as their
chief secret a path of initiation that led
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to it. The mystery of the red granite
sarcophagus in the King’s Chamber of
the Great Pyramid may be relevant. As
Temple and others before him have noted,
this must have been placed in position at
the time the pyramid was constructed.
Is it the origin both of ‘the empty tomb’
in the Jesus story and the ‘empty tomb’
of Masonic ritual? Again, we may hope
that Egypfian Dawn will cast light on
these matters — and also on the reality or
otherwise of the Za (the spiritual double)
and ba (the spiritual force) of which the
ancient Egyptians wrote so much. (page
386)

Temple is rightly no friend of bigoted
religious dogmatism. ‘We may view
the intolerant form of Christianity as a
perversion created by a Roman emperor,
just as the intolerant form of Islam known
as Wahabism or Salafism, which only
originated in the Eighteenth Century, was
a perversion adopted and propagated by
Saudi kings.’ (414) ‘The ossification of
religious observance into a single form,
fanatically adhered to without variation’
was unknown to the ancient Egyptians
(page 385), but is a dire problem in the
modern world. We should compare
with such narrow-minded literalism the
symbolism of the blue lotus, ‘the magical
flower that was always being held to
the noses of the pharaohs and the gods
in sacred art, since its scent represented
the breathing in of an essence that could
stimulate and provide immortality’. (page
421)

Of course, the high culture of the Old
Kingdom appears to have been achieved
at great human cost. ‘The public was not
admitted to the temples for the majority
of ceremonies..... The only people who
were literate were the priests, scribes
and the royal family..... Egypt was a
theocratic state..... No one, not even the
pharaoh, was allowed to be an individual
person in the modem sense.’ (page 384)
To what extent this theocracy was an
unjustifiable tyranny is not a question
asked by The Sphinx Mystery. It may well
be that no people can maintain a high
culture based on genuine initiation into
wisdom unless there is a rigidly enforced
class stratification; but, if the initiatory
tradition allows for entrance into its secret
community of persons from anywhere
within the whole society, then justice
may be done and equity maintained.
Likewise, the collapse of such a culture
may occur when such magnanimity of
recruitment has been ended for selfish
purposes of family nepotism and power.

Temple fears that Western European
civilization may be headed for such a
disaster. It is not easy to know whether
this theme in The Sphinx Mystery is
presented coolly as a result of impartial
analysis and reflection, or whether it
springs from the intense frustrations
experienced by a ‘superior man’ (to use
the ancient Chinese term) when hindered
by lesser folk and ‘academic bastardry’;
or whether it proceeds from a mixture
of these motives; but it needs to be
considered. Early in the book Temple
writes: ‘Scholars are a vanishing species
these days, and as they all die off, they
are not really being replaced, due to
the collapse of the Western educational
systems (in contrast to that of China,
which retains rigorous standards of
excellence in education...) and the
impact of the information deluge which
has drowned out serious research and
replaced it with the ludicrous substitutes
of Google and Wikipedia..... Barely
anyone is being trained these days to
do real research in information that
predates 1990 and depends on printed or
manuscript materials..... (in twenty or
thirty years’ time) the lack of the ability
to discover the truth about anything
will... contribute to a total collapse of....
“civilisation™.’ (page 47)

That last sentence certainly looks like
a piece of throwaway hysteria. Temple,
correctly, adheres to the ideal conception
of ‘the community of scholars’ and
bitterly opposes any restriction of public
materials by certain academics for private
and self-interested purposes. ‘Members
of that community are meant to share
information, not conceal it, especially
information which was not originated
by them.’ (page 53) He may again
become too mordant, however, when he
focuses on the academic world, of which
he writes ‘there is no sphere of human
activity more vicious’. (page 100)

Here he is on the topics of Egyptology
and the education of academics: ‘ The state
of scholarship in the Egyptological field
has fallen to a very low level indeed — so
perilously low, in fact, that it calls into
question almost any assertion made today
about anything in the entire field. The
day of the Egyptological scholar appears
to have gone. One of the problems is that
professionals are too narrowly educated
today, and too narrow also in their
professional activities. Many of them
would like to display wider interests,
but they are cowed and intimidated by
peer pressure into confining themselves

to small areas of expertise. Anyone who
dares to go against this bullying and
“political correctness” run amok risks his
or her career..... Thus, the public cannot
obtain enlightenment and a vacuum is
created into which all sorts of “outsiders”
enter.” (pages 69-70) Such outsiders may
range in degree of intellectual integrity
from men like Graham Hancock, John
Anthony West and Robert Bauval,
of whom Temple speaks with some
sympathy (pages 238-242), to others of
much more dubious credibility.

Temple also writes cogently about
a phenomenon he earlier analysed in
The Crystal Sun and calls ‘consensus
blindness’, which he defines as ‘a
psychological condition with its origin in
animal behaviour.” He adds: ‘People see
what they want to see, not what they are
shown.” (page 105) Temple is prompted
to this assertion by the extraordinary
ignorance shown by so-called ‘experts’on
the Sphinx of much of the documentary
evidence that he shows to have been
on record for three or more centuries.
‘Massive amounts of evidence may be
thrust under the noses of us humans and
be totally ignored..... We just refuse to
see what we are convinced cannot be
seen.” (page 111) He points out that he
had always been told that the Sphinx had
the body of a lion with the head of a man,
and had accepted that account as being
true, as everyone did, ‘since who are we
mortals to challenge such a fundamental
“truth” that “everybody knows”?’ (page
196)

Temple elaborates on this human
weakness in a plangent declaration:
‘Because the Sphinx has definite canine
features and no leonine features, the
burden of proof is shifted to those who
wish tomaintain that it is a lion to establish
their case. Otherwise we must presume
it is a dog. But since there is nothing
anyone can bring forward in favour of
the Sphinx being a lion but hearsay (i.e.,
“consensus reality”) and the late tradition
from New Kingdom times of 1400 BC,
when nothing was remembered about
the true nature of the Sphinx in Egypt,
the case for the Sphinx being a lion is
lost. That this has not been recognized
for 3,400 years is logically irrelevant:
the principles of logic, Occam’s razor,
and common sense all dovetail in favour
of the Sphinx being a dog. The fact
is that 3,400 years of “the opinion of
the herd” is of no more consequence
than a flyspeck when it comes to the
determination of the truth. Human
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