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How many of you have given thought to the 
full impact, which our Sovereign Lady Elizabeth 
the Second, Queen of the Federal Commonwealth 
of Australia has had on the foundations of our 
society and on the Australian way of life? 

Not very widely understood is her prime role 
as a Constitutional Monarch. By the evolutionary 
processes of our Parliamentary democracy she 
stands as the ultimate guardian of our Constitu
tional rights through the powers vested in her 
vice regal representatives. 

These powers are seldom exercised. Rather is 
it by the qualities and graces which she applies so 
effectively to the moral leadership of our nation 
and of the Commonwealth of Nations that she has 
won our respect, admiration and affection. 

High among her virtues is the example which 
she and her husband, the Prince Philip, have set as 
parents endowed with a strong sense of respon
sibility for the growth and guidance of their 
children. The self discipline which strengthens 
her dedication is an example to all who are more 
easily deflected from their duty. 

Not only has she set an outstanding example 
as an individual but she has travelled the world 
visiting nations both big and small, within the 
Commonwealth. Those who have enjoyed her 
presence will know that her formal duties and 
many impromptu actions are discharged with 
graciousness, sincerity and a real concern for the 
moral and material welfare of her people. 

Her public speeches and messages reflect this 
spirit and constantly stress fundamental values 
which tend to unite and promote harmony among 
the people of the Commonwealth of Nations. 

The Queen's Christmas Messages reproduced 
in this volume will have renewed impact if all of 
us try our best to give effect to the aspirations 
which Her Majesty has outlined. 

In posing this challenge this book more than 
justifies the effort which inspired it. 



A message to the Australian Heritage Society 

I commend the newest initiative of the Aust
ralian Heritage Society - "A Queen Speaks to Her 
People". 

It is a significant Australian contribution to 
Her Majesty's Silver Jubilee and is deserving of 
wide dissemination and substantial praise. 

I had the honor of being one of the hosts to the 
Queen during her recent successful visit to Queens
land, and I can attest to her concern and affection 
for her subjects in Australia. As one who has 
sen1ed some 30 years in public life, I can also 
vouch for the value and power of the Sovereign 
in ensuring the preservation of our democratic 
ji-eedoms and the maintenance of sound govern
ment in Australia. 

I am proud to count myself a "Queen's Man", 
and on behalf of the Government and people of 
Queensland, extend best wishes to the Australian 
Heritage Society for providing yet another valuable 
contribution to the building of our country's 

national heritage. 

Hon. Joh Bjelke-Petersen, M .L.A. 

Premier of Queensland 
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Silver Jubilee Speech 
GUILDHALL, LONDON - 7th JUNE 1977 

My Lord Mayor, 

I have had the pleasure of being entertained 
here on many occasions and I can think of no 
better place in which to celebrate my Silver 
Jubilee both as Queen and Head of the Common
wealth. Your welcome and your kind words in 
proposing my health are very much appreciated 
and the response to it by your guests has touched 
me deeply. 

Guildhall, in the City of London, has seen, 
many national and commonwealth celebrations. 
But in all its long history it has never witnessed 
the presence of so many Commonwealth Heads of 
Government. 

In the olden days Jubilees were celebrated at 
the Golden Fiftieth year. The horns were sounded 
and a period of "rest, mercy and pardon" was 
proclaimed. There was a distinct sabbatical 
flavour about the proceedings. It is beginning to 
dawn on me that a Silver Jubilee is of a somewhat 
different nature. But if this is not exactly a 
period of rest for us, it is certainly one of refresh
ment and of happiness and satisfaction. And the 
best of it is that it is giving us the chance to meet 
so many people in so many countries of the 
Commonwealth, to renew old friendships and to 
make new ones. At the Silver Jubilee of 1935 
and at my Coronation the Empire and the 
Commonwealth came to London. This time the 
travelling is in both directions and I think we can 
claim to be doing our fair share. 

During these last twenty-five years I have 
travelled widely throughout the Commonwealth 
as its Head, and during those years I have seen, 
from a unique position of advantage, the last great 
phase of the transfonnation of the Empire into 
Commonwealth and the transformation of the 
Crown from an emblem of dominion into a symbol 
of free and voluntary association. In all history 
this has no precedent. 

It is easy enough to define what the Common
wealth is not. Indeed, this is quite a popular 
pastime. But from my own experience I know 
something of what it is. It is like an iceberg, 
except that it's not cold. 

The tip is represented by the occasional meet
ings of the Heads of Government and by the 
Commonwealth Secretariat, but nine tenths of 
Commonwealth activity takes place continuously 
beneath the surface and unseen, cultural activities, 
professional, scientific, educational and economic 
bodies have between them created a network of 
contacts within the Commonwealth which are full 
of life and much valued. And right at the base of 
the iceberg, the part which keeps the rest afloat is 
friendship and communication, largely in the 
English language, between peoples who were orig
inally brought together by the events of history 
and who now understand that they share a 
common humanity. 

I have also no doubt that, politically, the 
Commonwealth has something rare and valuable 
to offer. A capacity for enlightened tolerance, 
the ability to lee things in a long term perspective, 
and the willingness to concede that there just may 
be another point of view. It has the strength to 
endure difference for the sake of basic identity 
and the courage to prefer compromise to conflict. 

It was this.political perception which originally 
prompted the unprecedented transformation of 
the British Empire into a Commonwealth, into a 
voluntary association of equa( partners in which 
no one claims pre-eminence. 

An association of countries like the Common
wealth that has this wisdom need have no fear for 
the future. Far from it, it can look forward with 
abounding hope, not only for its own well being, 
but also that its example may point the way for 
mankind. (Continued next page) 
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At this moment of my Silver Jubilee, I want to 
thank all those in Britain and the Commonwealth 
who through their loyalty and friendship have 
given me strength and encouragement during these 
last twenty-five years. 

My thanks go also to the many thousands who 
have sent me messages of congratulations on my 
Silver Jubilee, that and their good wishes for the 
future. 

In these messages I have sensed a spirit of 
happiness, friendship and hope and the recognition 
that people are important as individuals and have a 
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responsibility for each other. May that spirit stay 
with us when these celebrations are over. 

My Lord Mayor, when I was twenty-one, I 
pledged my life to the service of our people and I 
asked for God's help to make good that vow. 

Although that vow was made "in my salad 
days when I was green in judgement" I do not 
regret nor retract one word of it. 



"I SHALL DEDICATE MYSELF ANEW TO YOUR SERVICE" 

Christmas 1952 

EACH Christmas, at this time, my beloved 
father broadcast a message to his people in 
all parts of the world. Today I am doing 

this to you, who are now my people. As he used 
to do, I am speaking to you from my own home, 
where I am spending Christmas with my family; 
and let me say at once how I hope that your child
ren are enjoying themselves as much as mine are 
on a day which is especially the children's festival, 
kept in honour of the Child born at Bethlehem 
nearly two thousand years ago. 

Most of you to whom I am speaking will be in 
your own homes, but I have a special thought for 
those who are serving their country in distant 
lands far from their families. Wherever you are, 
either at home or away, in snow or sunshine, I 
give you my affectionate greetings with every 
good wish for Christmas and the New Year. 

At Christmas our thoughts are always full of 
our homes and our families. This is the day when 
members of the same family try to come together, 
or if separated by distance or events meet in spirit 
and affection by exchanging greetings. 

But we belong, you and I, to a far larger family. 
We belong, all of us, to the British Commonwealth 
and Empire, that immense union of nations, with 
their homes set in all the four corners of the earth. 
Like our own families, it can be a great power for 
good - a force which I believe can be of immeasur
able benefit to all humanity. My father and my 
grandfather before him, worked all their lives to 
unite our peoples ever more closely, and to main
tain its ideals which were so near to their hearts. 
I shall strive to carry on their work. 

Already you have given me strength to do so. 
For, since my accession ten months ago, your 
loyalty and affection have been an immense 
support and encouragement. I want to take this 
Christmas Day, my first opportunity, to thank 
you with all my heart. 

Many grave problems and difficulties confront 
us all, but with a new faith in the old and splendid 
beliefs given us by our forefathers, and the strength 
to venture beyond the safeties of the past, I know 
we shall be worthy of our duty. 

Above all, we must keep alive that courageous 
spirit of adventure that is the finest quality of 
youth; and by y0uth I do not just mean those 
who are young in years; I mean too all those who 
are young in heart, no matter how old they may 
be. That spirit still flourishes in this old country 
and in all the younger countries of our Common
wealth. 

On this broad foundation let us set out to build 
a truer knowledge of ourselves and our fellow men, 
to work for tolerance and understanding among 
the nations and to use the tremendous forces of 
science and learning for the betterment of man's 
lot upon this earth. 

If we can do these three things with courage, 
with generosity and with humility, then surely we 
shall achieve that "Peace on earth, Goodwill 
toward men" which is the eternal message of 
Christmas, and the desire of us all. 

At my Coronation next June, I shall dedicate 
myself anew to your service. I shall do so in the 
presence of a great congregation drawn from every 
part of the Commonwealth and Empire, while 
millions outside Westminster Abbey will hear the 
promises and the prayers being offered up within 
its walls, and see much of the ancient ceremony 
in which Kings and Queens before me have taken 
part through century upon century. 

You will be keeping it as a holiday; but I want 
to ask you all, whatever your religjon may be, to 
pray for me on that day - to pray that God may 
give me wisdom and strength to carry out the 
solemn promises I shall be making, and that I may 
faithfully serve Him and you, all the days of my 
life. 

May God bless and guide you all through the 
coming year. 
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"THE MOST EFFECTIVE AND PROGRESSIVE ASSOCIATION OF PEOPLES WHICH 
HISTORY HAS YET SEEN" 

Christmas 1953 
FROM NEW ZEALAND 

T AST Christmas I spoke to you from England; 
Lthis year I am doing so from New Zealand. 

Auckland, which I reached only two days 
ago, is, I suppose, as far as any city in the world 
from London, and I have travelled some thousands 
of miles through many changing scenes and clim
ates on my voyage here. Despite all that, however, 
I find myself today completely and most happily 
at home. Of course, we all want our children at 
Christmas time - for that is the season above all 
others when each family gathers at its own 
hearth. I hope that perhaps mine are listening to 
me now and I am sure that when the time comes 
they, too, will be great travellers. 

My husband and I left London a month ago, 
but we have already paid short visits to Bermuda, 
Jamaica, Fiji and Tonga, and have passed through 
Panama. I should like to thank all our hosts very 
warmly for the kindness of their welcome and the 
great pleasure of our stay. In a short time we shall 
be visiting Australia and later Ceylon and before 
we end this great journey we shall catch a glimpse 
of other places in Asia, Africa and in the Mediter
ranean. 

So this will be a voyage right round the world -
the first that a Queen of England has been 
privileged to make as Queen. But what is really 
important to me is that I set out on this journey 
in order to see as much as possible of the people 
and countries of the Commonwealth and Empire, 
to learn at first hand something of their triumphs 
and difficulties and something of their hopes and 
fears. At the same time I want to show that the 
Crown is not merely an abstract symbol of our 
unity but a personal and living bond between you 
and me. 

Some people have expressed the hope that my 
reign may mark a new Elizabethan age. Frankly I 
do not myself feel at all like my great Tudor 
forbear, who was blessed with neither husband 
nor children, who n.1led as a despot and was never 
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able to leave her native shores. But there is at 
least one very significant resemblance between her 
age and mine. For her Kingdom, small though it 
may have been and poor by comparison with her 
European neighbours, was yet great in spirit and 
well endowed with men who were ready to 
encompass the earth. Now, this great Common
wealth, of which I am so proud to be the Head, 
and of which that ancient Kingdom forms a part, 
though rich in material resources is richer still in 
the enterprise and courage of its peoples. 

Little did those adventurous heroes of Tudor 
and Stuart times realize what would grow from 
the settlements which they and later pioneers 
founded. From the Empire of which they built 
the frame, there has arisen a world-wide fellowship 
of nations of a type never seen before. In that 
fellowship the United Kingdom is an equal partner 
with many other proud and independent nations, 
and she is leading yet other still backward terri
tories forward to the same goal. All these nations 
have helped to create our Commonwealth, and all 
are equally concerned to maintain, develop and 
defend it against any challenge that may come. 

As I travel across the world today I am ever 
more deeply impressed with the achievement and 
the opportunity which the modern Commonwealth 
presents. 

Like New Zealand, from whose North Island I 
am speaking, every one of its nations can be justly 
proud of what it has built for itself on its own 
soil. But their greatest achievement, I suggest, is 
the Commonwealth itself, and that owes much to 
all of them. Thus formed, the Commonwealth 
bears no resemblance to the Empires of the past. 
It is an entirely new conception - built on the 
highest qualities of the spirit of man; friendship, 
loyalty and the desire for freedom and peace. 

To that new conception of an equal partnership 
of nations and races I shall give myself heart and 
soul every day of my life. (Continued next page) 



I wished to speak of it from New Zealand this 
Christmas Day because we are celebrating the birth 
of the Prince of Peace, who preached the brother
hood of man. May that brotherhood be furthered 
by all our thoughts and deeds from year to year. 
In pursuit of that supreme ideal the Common
weal th is moving steadily towards greater harmony 
between its many creeds, colours and races despite 
the imperfections by which, like every human 
institution, it is beset. Already, indeed, in the last 
half-century it has proved itself the most effective 
and progressive association of peoples which his
tory has yet seen; and its ideal of brotherhood 
embraces the whole world. To all my peoples 

throughout the Commonwealth I commend that 
Christmas hope and prayer. 

And now I want to say something to my 
people in New Zealand. Last night a most 
grevious railway accident took place at Tangiwai 
which will have brought tragedy into many homes 
and sorrow into all upon this Christmas Day. I 
know there is no one in New Zealand, and indeed 
throughout the Commonwealth, who will not join 
with my husband and me in sending to those who 
mourn a message of sympathy in their loss. I pray 
that they and all who have been injured may be 
comforted and strengthened. 

1953: The Coronation conducted by the Archbishop of Canterbury, Geoffrey Fisher at Westminster Abbey. 
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"THE HOMAGE WE PAY TO A VERY SPECIAL FAMILY" 

Christmas 1954 

IT IS two years since my husband and I spent 
Christmas with our children. And as we do so 
today we look back upon a Christmas spent 

last year in Auckland in hot sunshine, thirteen 
thousand miles away. 

Though this was strange for us, we felt at home 
there, for we were among people who are my own 
people and whose affectionate greeting I shall 
remember all my life long. They surrounded us 
with kindness and friendship, as did all my people 
throughout the mighty sweep of our world encir
cling journey. 

Nevertheless, to all of us there is nothing quite 
like the family gathering in familiar surroundings, 
centred on the children whose Festival this truly 
is, in the traditional atmosphere of love and 
happiness that springs from the enjoyment of 
simple well-tried things. 

When it is night and wind and rain beat upon 
the window, the family is most conscious of the 
warmth and peacefulness that surround the pleas
ant fireside, so, our Commonwealth hearth be
comes more precious than ever before by the 
contrast between its homely security and the 
storm which sometimes seems to be brewing 
outside, in the darkness of uncertainty and doubt 
that envelops the whole world. 

In the turbulence of this anxious and active 
world many people are leading uneventful lonely 
lives. To them dreariness, not disaster, is the 
enemy. They seldom realise that on their stead
fastness, on their ability to withstand the fatigue 
of dull repetitive work and on their courage in 
meeting constant small adversities, depend in great 
measure the happiness and prosperity of the 
community as a whole. 

When we look at the landscape of our life on 
this earth there is in the minds of all of us, the 
foothills and the fertile plain from which they 
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spring. We praise - and rightly - the heroes 
whose resource and courage shine so brilliantly 
in moments of crisis. We forget sometimes that 
behind the wearers of the Victoria or George 
Cross there stand ranks of unknown, unnamed 
men and women, willing and able, if the call came, 
to render valiant service. We are amazed by the 
spectacular discoveries in sceintific knowledge, 
which should bring comfort and leisure to millions. 
We do not always reflect that these things also 
have rested to some extent on the faithful toil 
and devotion to duty of the great bulk of 
ordinary citizens. The upward course of a nation's 
history is due, in the long run, to the soundness of 
heart of its average men and women. 

And so it is that this Christmas Day I want to 
send a special message of encouragement and good 
cheer to those of you whose lot is cast in dull and 
unenvied surroundings, to those whose names will 
never be household words, but to whose work and 
loyalty we owe so much. May you be proud to 
remember - as I am myself - how much depends 
on you and that even when your life seems most 
monotonous, what you do is always of real value 
and importance to your fellow men. 

I have referred to Christmas as the Children's 
Festival. But this lovely day is not only a time for 
family reunions, for paper decorations, for roast 
turkey and plum pudding. It has, before all, its 
origin in the homage we pay to a very special 
Family, who lived long ago in a very ordinary 
home, in a very unimportant village in the uplands 
of a small Roman province. Life in such a place 
might have been uneventful. But the Light, 
kindled in Bethlehem and then streaming from the 
cottage window in Nazareth, has illumined the 
world for two thousand years. It is in the glow of 
that bright beam that I wish you all a blessed 
Christmas and a happy New Year. 



"CERTAIN SPIRITUAL VALUES WHICH INSPIRE ALL OF US" 

Christmas 1955 

NO DOUBT you have been listening, as I have 
to the messages which have been reaching us 
from all over the world. I always feel that 

just for these few minutes, the march of history 
stops while we listen to each other, and think of 
each other on Christmas Day. 

For my husband and myself and for our child
ren, the year that is passing has added to our 
store of happy memories. We have spent most of 
it in this country and we have enjoyed seeing 
many parts of the British Isles which we had not 
visited before. 

Now a New Year will soon be upon us, and we 
are looking forward to seeing something of Nigeria, 
that great country in Equatorial Africa where 
more than thirty millions of my people have their 
homes. 

For them and for all of us each New Year is an 
adventure into the unknown. Year by year, new 
secrets of nature are being revealed to us by 
science - secrets of immense power, for good or 
evil, according to their use. These discoveries 
resolve some of our problems, but they make 
others deeper and more immediate. 

A hundred years ago our knowledge of the 
world's surface was by no means complete; today 
most of the blanks have been filled in. Our new 
explorations are into new territories of scientific 
knowledge and into the unknown regions of 
human behaviour. We have still to solve the 
problem of living peaceably together as peoples 
and as nations. We shall need the faith and deter
mination of our forbears, when they crossed 
uncharted seas into the hidden interiors of Africa 
and Australia, to guide us on our journeys into 
the undiscovered realms of the human spirit. 

In the words of our Poet Laureate: 
"Tough you have conquered Earth and charted 
Sea 
And planned the courses of all Stars that be, 
Adventure, on, more wonders are in Thee. 
Adventure on, for from the littlest clue 
Has come whatever worth man ever knew; 
The next to lighten all men may be you. 

We must adventure on if we are to make the 
world a better place. All my peoples of the 
Commonwealth and Empire have their part to play 
in this voyage of discovery. We travel all 
together, just as the Maori tribes sailed all together 
into the mysterious South Pacific to find New 
Zealand. 

There are certain spiritual values which inspire 
all of us. We try to express them in our devotion 
to freedom, which means respect for the individual 
and equality before the law. Parliamentary 
Government is also a part of this heritage. We 
believe in the conception of a Government and 
Opposition and the right to criticise and defend. 
All these things are part of the natural life of our 
free Commonwealth. 

Great opportunities lie before us. Indeed a 
large part of the world looks to the Common
wealth for a lead. We have already gone far 
towards discovering for ourselves how different 
nations, from North and South, from East and 
West, can live together in a friendly brotherhood, 
pooling the resources of each for the benefit of all. 

Every one of us can also help in this great 
adventure for just as the Commonwealth is made 
up of different nations, so those nations are 
made up of individuals. The greater the enter
prise the more important our personal contribu-

(Continued next page) 
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tion. The Christmas message to each of us is 
indivisible; there can be no "Peace on Earth" 
without "Good Will toward Men." Scientists 
talk of "chain reaction" - of power releasing yet 
more power. This principle must be most true 
when it is applied to the greatest power of all -
the power of love. 

My grandfather, King George the Fifth, in one 
of his broadcasts when I was a little girl, called 
upon all his peoples in these words: "Let each of 
you be ready and proud to give to his country the 
service of his work, his mind and his heart." That 

is surely the first step to set in motion the "chain 
reaction" of the Powers of Light, to illuminate 
the new age ahead of us. 

And the second step is this: to understand with 
sympathy the point of view of others, within our 
own countries and in the Commonwealth, as well 
as those outside it. In this way we can bring our 
unlimited spiritual resources to bear upon the 
world. As this Christmas passes, and time resumes 
its march, let us resolve that the spirit of Christmas 
shall stay with us as we journey into the unknown 
year that lies ahead. 

During a visit to Australia in 1954, The Queen was presented the famous wattle brooch, by the Prime Minister, then Mr. 
Robert Menzies. It consisted of 150 diamonds ranging from rare deep gold to white in the tri-tree blossom part of the 
design. Her Majesty is seen wearing the brooch on her left shoulder. (Baron) 
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"THE CERTAINTY THAT THE TRIED AND STAUNCH FRIENDS OF YESTERDAY 
ARE STILL IN TRUTH THE SAME PEOPLE TODAY" 

Christmas 1956 

ONCE again messages of Christmas greeting 
have been exchanged around the world. 
From all parts of the Commonwealth, and 

from the remote and lonely spaces of Antarctica, 
words and thoughts, taking their inspriation from 
the birth of the child in Bethlehem long ago, have 
been carried between us upon the invisible wings 
of twentieth century science. 

Neither the long and troubled centuries that 
have passed since that child was born, nor the 
complex scientific developments of our age, have 
done anything to dim the simple joy and bright 
hope we all feel when we celebrate his birthday. 
That joy and hope find their most complete 
fulfilment within the living circle of a united 
family. 

You will understand me, therefore, when I tell 
you that of all the voices we have heard this 
afternoon none has given my children and myself 
greater joy than that of my husband. To him I 
say - "From all the members of the family 
gathered here today our very best good wishes go 
out to you and to everyone on board Britannia, as 
you voyage together in the far Southern Seas. 
Happy Christmas from us all". 

Of course it is sad for us to be separated on this 
day, and of course we look forward to the moment 
when we shall again be together. Yet my husband's 
absence at this time has made me even more 
aware than I was before of my own good fortune 
in being one of a united family. 

With that consciousness in mind, I would like 
to send a special message of hope and encourage
ment to all who are not so blessed, or for any 
reason cannot be with those they love today - to 
the sick who cannot be at home; to all who serve 
their country in foreign lands, or whose duty 
keeps them upon the oceans; and to every man or 
woman whose destiny it is to walk through life 
alone. Particularly on this day of the family 
festival let us remember those who - like the 

Holy Family before them - have been driven 
from their homes by war or violence. We call them 
'refugees': let us give them a true refuge: let us see 
that for them and their children there is room at 
the inn. 

If my husband cannot be at home on Christmas 
Day, I could not wish for a better reason than he 
should be travelling in other parts of the Common
wealth. On his journey he has returned to many 
places that we have already visited together, and he 
has been to others that I have never seen. On the 
voyage back to England he will call at some of 
the least accessible parts of the world, those 
Islands of the South Atlantic separated from us by 
immense stretches of the ocean, yet linked to us 
with bonds of brotherhood and trust. 

One idea above all others has been the main
spring of this journey. It is the wish to foster, and 
advance concord and understanding within the 
Commonwealth. No purpose comes nearer to my 
own desires, for I believe that the way in which 
our Commonwealth is developing represents one of 
the most hopeful and imaginative experiments in 
international affairs that the world has ever seen. 
If, as its Head, I can make any real personal 
contribution towards its progress, it must surely 
be to promote its unity. 

We talk of ourselves as a "family of nations", 
and perhaps our relations with one another are not 
so very different from those which exist between 
members of any family. We all know that these 
are not always easy, for there is no law within a 
family which binds its members to think, or act, 
or be alike. 

And surely it is this very freedom of choice and 
decision which gives exceptional value to friend
ship in times of stress and disagreement. Such 
friendship is a gift for which we are truly and 
rightly grateful. (Continued next page) 
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None the less deep and acute differences, 
involving both intellect and emotion, are bound to 
arise between members of a family and also be
tween friend and friend, and there is neither virtue 
nor value in pretending that they do not. In all 
such differences, however, there comes a moment 
when, for the sake of ultimate harmony, the 

healing power of tolerance, comradeship and love 
must be allowed to play its part. 

I speak of a tolerance that is not indifference, 
but is rather a willingness to recognise the possi
bility of right in others; of a comradeship that is 
not just a sentimental memory of good days past, 

1957: The Queen takes time to relax by tranquil waters. 
( Camera Press) 
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but the certainty that the tried and staunch friends 
of yesterday are still in truth the same people 
today; of a love that can rise above anger and is 
ready to forgive. 

That each one of us should give this power a 
chance to do its work is my heartfelt message to 

you all upon this Christmas Day. I can think of no 
better resolve to make, nor any better day on 
which to make it. Let us remember this during 
our festivities, for it is part of the Christmas 
message - "Good will toward men." 

I wish you a Happy Christmas and a Happy 
New Year. 



"WE NEED A SPECIAL KIND OF COURAGE" 

Christmas 1957 

HAPPY Christmas. 

Twenty-five years ago my grandfather broadcast 
the first of these Christmas messages. Today is 
another landmark because television has made it 
possible for many of you to see me in your homes 
on Christmas Day. My own family often gather 
round to watch television as they are at this 
moment, and that is how I imagine you now. 

I very much hope that this new medium will 
make my Christmas message more personal and 
direct. 

It is inevitable that I should seem a rather 
remote figure to many of you. A successor to the 
Kings and Queens of history; someone whose face 
may be familiar in newspapers and films but who 
never really touches your personal lives. But now 
at least for a few minutes I welcome you to the 
peace of my own home. 

That it is possible for some of you to see me 
today is just another example of the speed at 
which things are changing all around us. Because 
of these changes I am not surprised that many 
people feel lost and unable to decide what to hold 
on to and what to discard. How to take advantage 
of the new life without losing the best of the old. 

But it is not the new inventions which are the 
difficulty. The trouble is caused by unthinking 
people who carelessly throw away ageless ideals as 
if they were old and outworn machinery. They 
would have religion thrown aside, morality in 
personal and public life made meaningless, honesty 
counted as foolishness and self-interest set up in 
place of self-restraint. 

At this critical moment in our history we will 
certainly lose the trust and respect of the world if 
we just abandon those fundamental principles 
which guided the men and women who built the 
greatness of this country and Commonwealth. 

Today we need a special kind of courage, not 
the kind needed in battle but a kind which makes 
us stand up for everything that we know is right, 
everything that is true and honest. We need the 
kind of courage that can withstand the subtle 
corruption of the cynics so that we can show the 
world that we are not afraid of the future. 

It has always been easy to hate and destroy. 
To build and to cherish is much more difficult. 
That is why we can take a pride in the new 
Commonwealth we are building. This year Ghana 
and Malaya joined our brotherhood. Both these 
countries are now entirely self-governing. Both 
achieved their new status amicably and peacefully. 

This advance is a wonderful tribute to the 
efforts of men of goodwill who have worked 
together as friends, and I welcome these two 
countries with all my heart. 

Last October I opened the new Canadian 
Parliament, and as you know this was the first 
time that any Sovereign had done so in Ottawa. 
Once again I was overwhelmed by the loyalty and 
enthusiasm of my Canadian people. 

Also during 1957 my husband and I paid visits 
to Portugal, France, Denmark and the United 
States of America. In each case the arrangements 
and formalities were managed with great skill but 
no one could have 'managed' the welcome we 
received from the people. 

In each country I was welcomed as Head of 
the Commonwealth and as your representative. 
These nations are our friends largely because we 
have always tried to do our best to be honest and 
kindly and because we have tried to stand up for 
what we believe to be right. 

In the old days the monarch led his soldiers on 
the battlefield and his leadership at all times was 
close and personal. 

Today things are very different. I cannot lead 
you into battle, I do not give you laws or 

(Continued next page) 
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administer justice but I can do something else. I 
can give you my heart and my devotion to these 
old islands and to all the peoples of our brother
hood of nations. 

I believe in our qualities and in our strength, I 
believe that together we can set an example to the 
world which will encourage upright people every
where. 

I would like to read you a few lines from 
'Pilgrim's Progress', because I am sure we can say 
with Mr. Valiant for Truth, these words: 

"Though with great difficulty I am got hither, 
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yet now I do not repent me of all the trouble I 
have been at to arrive where I am. My sword I give 
to him that shall succeed me in my pilgrimage and 
my courage and skill to him that can get it. My 
marks and scars I carry with me, to be a witness 
for me that I have fought his battles who now 
will be my rewarder." 

I hope that 1958 may bring you God's blessing 
and all the things you long for. 

And so I wish you all, young and old, wherever 
you may be, all the fun and enjoyment, and the 
peace of a very happy Christmas. 



"OUR ST AND ARD OF LIVING HAS A SPIRITUAL AS WELL AS A MATERIAL ASPECT" 

Christmas 1958 

AAPPY Christmas to you all. 

Every year I look forward to opening the letters, 
parcels and telegrams that come to me from all 
parts of the world. My husband and children join 
me in thanking all of you who have sent us your 
good wishes for Christmas and the New Year. 

Some of you have written to say that you 
would like to see our children on television this 
afternoon. We value your interest in them and I 
can assure you that we have thought about this a 
great deal before deciding against it. We would 
like our son and daughter to grow up as normally 
as possible so that they will be able to serve you 

and the Commonwealth faithfully and well when 
they are old enough to do so. We believe that 
public life is not a fair burden to place on growing 
children. I'm sure that all of you who are parents 
will understand. 

Very soon now we shall be entering into the 
uncertainty and promise of a new year. I hope 
very much that it proves to be a year of progress 
and happiness for us all. 

My family and I are looking forward to it, 
especially because many of us will be travelling to 
different parts of the world and hope to see more 
of you than ever before. 

In three weeks time my husband goes to India 
and Pakistan and then on across the Pacific. My 
mother is going to East Africa and my uncle, The 
Duke of Gloucester, and his wife, will be travelling 
as my representatives to Nigeria. 

My aunt, The Duchess of Kent, and my cousin, 
Princess Alexandra, are also undertaking long 
journeys. Together they will be visiting Central 
and Sou th America in the spring and later, Princess 
Alexandra goes to Australia to attend the centen
ary celebrations of the State of Queensland. 

In June, my husband and I will be going to 

Canada once again. You'll remember that my 
sister, Princess Margaret, was there earlier this 
year. This time we go primarily to open the great 
St. Lawrence Seaway, but we shall be visiting 
many other parts of the country as well. 

Lastly - towards the end of the year - we are 
going to Ghana and on our way back we intend to 
visit my people in Sierra Leone and the Gambia. 

So, between us, we are going to many parts of 
the world. We have no plans for space travel - at 
the moment. 

To Christians all over the world, Christmas is an 
occasion for family gatherings and celebrations, for 
presents and parties, for friendship and good will. 
To many of my people Christmas doesn't have the 
same significance, but friendship and good will 
are common to us all. So it's a good time to 
remember those around us who are far from home, 
feeling perhaps strange and lonely. My own 
thoughts are with the men and women and 
children from other parts of the Commonwealth 
who have come to live and work in the great cities 
of this country and may well be missing the 
warmth and sunshine of their homelands. 

In recent years the Commonwealth countries 
have been making a great co-operative effort to 
raise standards of living. Even so, the pace of our 
everyday life has been such that there has hardly 
been time to enjoy the things which appeal to 
men's minds and which make life a full experience. 

After all, our standard of living has a spiritual 
as well as a material aspect. The genius of 
scientists, inventors and engineers can make life 
more comfortable and prosperous. • But through
out history the spiritual and intellectual aspirations 
of mankind have been inspired by prophets and 
dreamers, philosophers, men of ideas and poets, 
artists in paint, sculpture and music, the whole 
company who challenge and encourage or who 
entertain and give pleasure. (Continued next page) 
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To their number I would add the teachers in 
Church, school and university, whose enormous 
job it is to awaken the minds of the younger 
generations and instil into them the essence of our 
accumulated civilisation. 

I am sure that many of you have thought about 
these things before. but it seems to me that Christ
mas is just the time to be grateful to those who 

add fullness to our lives. 

Even so we need something more. We all need 
the kind of security that one gets from a happy 
and united family. Before I return to mine let me 
once again wish every one of you a very happy 
Christmas from all of us here at Sandringham, and 
may God's blessing be with you in the coming year. 

1958: For the first time cameras were allowed to capture the grandeur of the State Opening of Parliament at Westminster 
by the Queen in October. The Queen is seen wearing the Imperial Crown and sumptuous robes as she is escorted in 
procession by the Duke of Edinburgh from the Robing Room to the Royal Gallery. Immediately before her are the Sword 
of State, carried by Viscount Montgomery and the Cap of Maintenance carried by the Earl of Home. Here the Queen is 
seen in the full majesty of her position; a small but regal figure amid the grand pageantry of this impressive ceremony. 

Camera Press (Barnet Saidman) 

"YOU HA VE MY CONST ANT INTEREST AND AFFECTION" 

Christmas 1959 

I DO not want Christmas to pass by without 
sending my best wishes for a happy day to all 
of you who may be listening, and especially to 

my own peoples in the Commonwealth. 

Wherever you are and whatever you may be 
doing, you have my constant interest and affection. 

I am particularly grateful to the many kind 
people all over the world who have sent me their 
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good wishes at this time. I am glad to have this 
chance to thank you all very warmly indeed. 

As the old year passes, let us celebrate Christ
mas with thanksgiving and carry its message of 
peace and goodwill into the year ahead. 

All of us at Sandringham wish you a very 
happy Christmas. 

May God bless you all. 



"CIVILISATION - DEPENDS UPON A CONSTANT STRIVING FOR BETTER THINGS" 

Christmas 1960 

1AM glad at Christmas time to have this oppor
tunity of speaking directly to all the peoples of 
the Commonwealth and of sending my good 

wishes. My husband and our children, together 
with the other members of our family, join me in 
wishing every one of you a happy Christmas and a 
prosperous new year. 

I make no excuse for telling you once again 
that the kind messages which reach us from all 
over the world at this season give us great pleasure 
and encouragement. 

This year I was delighted to get so many when 
my second son was born. The telegrams and 
letters which came flooding in at that time made 
me feel very close to all the family groups through
out the Commonwealth. 

It is this feeling of personal association which 
gives the peoples of the Commonwealth countries 
that special relationship, one to another, which 
others find so difficult to understand. 

It is because of this that my husband and I are 
so greatly looking forward to our visits to India 
and Pakistan early next year and later on to Ghana, 
Sierra Leone and Gambia. 

By no stretch of the imagination can 1960 be 
described as a happy or successful year for man
kind. Arguments and strained relations, as well as 
natural disasters, have all helped to produce an 
atmosphere of tension and uncertainty all over the 
world. 

Although the causes are beyond the control of 
individuals, we can at least influence the future by 
our every-day behaviour. It is at times of change, 
disorder and uncertainty that we should cling 
most strongly to all those principles which we 
know to be right and good. 

Civilisation as we know it, or would like it to 
be, depends upon a constant striving towards 
better things. In times of stress, such as we are 

living through, only a determined effort by men 
and women of good will everywhere can halt and 
reverse a growing tendency towards violence and 
disintegration. 

Despite the difficulties there are encouraging 
signs. For instance in Africa, Nigeria has gone 
through the process of achieving full self-govern
ment in peace and good will. 

This great nation of thirty million people has 
decided to remain a member of our Common
wealth and I know that her influence will be most 
valuable as the future unfolds in other parts of 
Africa. 

Then, again, co-operation between Common
wealth countries grows every year and the under
standing and mutual appreciation which is 
developing at the same time is one of the really 
bright spots in the world today. 

Although the contribution which any one 
person can make is small, it is real and important. 

Whether you live in one of the rapidly develop
ing countries of the Commonwealth or whether 
you find yourself in one of the older countries, 
the work of mutual help and the increase of 
mutual understanding cannot fail to be personally 
satisfying and of real service to the future. 

May the months ahead bring you joy and the 
peace and happiness which we so much desire. 

Happy Christmas, God bless you all. 
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"A WELCOME ESCAPE ... FROM THE HARSH REALITIES OF 
THIS TROUBLED WORLD" 

Christmas 1961 

EVERY year at this time the whole Christian 
world celebrates the birth of the founder of 
our faith. It is traditionally the time for 

family reunions, present-giving and children's 
parties. A welcome escape, in fact, from the harsh 
realities of this troubled world and it is just in 
times like these, times of tensions and anxieties, 
that the simple story and message of Christmas is 
most relevant. 

The story is of a poor man and his wife who 
took refuge at night in a stable, where a child was 
born and laid in the manger. Nothing very 
spectacular, and yet the event was greeted with 
that triumphant song: "Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace, goodwill towards 
men". For that child was to show that there is 
nothing in heaven and earth that cannot be 
achieved by faith and by love and service to one's 
neighbour. Christmas may be a Christian festival, 
but its message goes out to all men and it is 
echoed by all men of understanding and goodwill 
everywhere. 

During this last year I have been able to visit 
many countries; some were members of the 
Commonwealth and some were not. In all of 
them I was shown a genuine kindness and affec
tion which touched me deeply and showed, I 
think, that the British people are looked upon as 
friends in many parts of the world. In Asia and 
Africa we were made aware of the great volume of 
goodwill and friendship that exists between all the 
varied peoples who profess different faiths and 
who make up our Commonwealth family. To 
them, their Christian brethren send a message of 
hope and encouragement this Christmas. 

It goes also to the quiet people who fight 
prejudice by example, who stick to standards and 
ideals in face of persecution; who make real 
sacrifices in order to help and serve their neigh
bours. 
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"Oh hush the noise, ye men of strife, and hear 
the angels sing." The words of this old carol 
mean even more today than when they were first 
written. 

We can only dispel the clouds of anxiety by the 
patient and determined efforts of us all. It cannot 
be done by condemning the past or by contracting 
out of the present. Angry words and accusations 
certainly don't do any good, however justified 
they may be. 

It is natural that the younger generation should 
lose patience with their elders, for their seeming 
failure to bring some order and security to the 
world. But things will not get any better if young 
people merely express themselves by indifference 
or by revulsion against what they regard as an 
out-of-date order of things. 

The world desperately needs their vigour, their 
determination and their service to their fellow 
men. The opportunities are there and the reward 
is the satisfaction of truly unselfish work. 

To both young and old I send my very best 
wishes and as the carol says, may we all hear the 
angels sing in the coming year, 

A very happy Christmas to you all. 



"WE HA VE BEEN ENTRUSTED WITH SOMETHING VERY SPECIAL" 

Christmas 1962 

AERRY Christmas and a happy New Year. 

There is something wonderful in the way these 
old familiar warm-hearted words of the traditional 
Christmas message never seem to grow stale. 
Surely it is because the family festival is like a 
firm landmark in the stormy seas of modern life. 

Year by year, our families change and grow up. 
So does our Commonwealth family. This year 
Jamaica, Trinidad and Tobago and Uganda have 
joined the circle as full members and we wish them 
all good fortune. 

My husband and I are greatly looking forward 
to re-visiting New Zealand and Australia in the 
New Year. We shall meet many old friends and 
make new ones and we shall be very interested to 
see some of the many new developments which 
have taken place since I was last there nine years 
ago. 

In spite of all the changes of the modern world 
and the many stresses and strains involved, the 
feeling of a special relationship between the 
ordinary people of the older Commonwealth 
countries will never be weakened. This feeling is 
rapidly spreading throughout the newer members 
and in its turn will help us to realise the ideal of 
human brotherhood. 

In the ideal of the Commonwealth we have 
been entrusted with something very special. We 
have in our hands a most potent force for good, 
and one of the true unifying bonds in this torn 
world. Let us keep faith with the ideal we know 
to be right and be ambitious for the good of all 
men. 

Mankind continues to achieve wonders in tech
nical and space research but in the western world 
perhaps the launching of Telstar has captured the 
imagination most vividly. This tiny satellite had 

become the invisible focus of a million eyes. 
Telstar, and her sister satellites as they arise, can 
now show the world to the world just as it is in its 
daily life. What a wonderfully exciting prospect 
and perhaps it will make us stop and think about 
what sort of picture we are presenting to each 
other. 

Wise men since the beginning of time have 
studied the skies. Whatever our faith, we can all 
follow a star - indeed we must follow one if the 
immensity of the future opening before us is not 
to dazzle our eyes and dissipate our sense of 
direction. How is it, people wonder, that we are 
forever seeking new worlds to conquer before we 
have properly put our own house in order. 

Some people are uncertain which star to follow, 
or if any star is worth following at all. What is it 
all for, they ask, if you can bounce a telephone 
conversation, or a television picture through the 
skies and across the world, yet still find lonely 
people living in the same street? 

Following a star has many meanings; it can 
mean the religious man's approach to God or the 
hopes of parents for their children, or the ambition 
of young men and women, or the devotion of old 
countries like ours of well-tried ideals of toleration 
and justice, with no distinction of race or creed. 

The wise men of old followed a star: modern 
man has built one. But unless the message of this 
new star is the same as theirs our wisdom will 
count for nought. Now we can all say the world 
is my neighbour and it is only .in serving one 
another that we can reach for the stars. 

God bless you all. 
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"THE MESSAGE OF CHRISTMAS REMAINS THE SAME" 

Chrishnas 1963 

SINCE my last message of Christmas Greet
ings to you all, the world has witnessed 
many great events and sweeping changes, 

but they are already part of the long record of 
history. Now, as ever, the important time for 
mankind is the future; the coming years are full of 
hope and promise and their course can still be 
shaped by our will and action. 

The message of Christmas remains the same; 
but humanity can only progress if we are all truly 
ambitious for what is good and honourable. We 
know the reward is peace on earth, goodwill 
toward men, but we cannot win it without deter
mination and concerted effort. 

.•. 

' I 

) 

One such concerted effort has been the cam
paign to free the world from hunger. I am very 
happy to know that the people of the Common
wealth have responded so generously to this 
campaign. Much has been achieved but there is 
still much to do and on this day of reunions and 
festivities in the glow of Christmas, let us remem
ber the many under-nourished, people young and 
old scattered throughout the world. 

All my family joins me in sending every one of 
you best wishes for Christmas and may God's 
blessing be with you in the coming year. 

1963: During an Australian tour the Queen attended an nlstorlcal pageant at the Sydney Showgrounds. Her famous smile 
delighted crowds. (Woman's Weekly) 
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"YOU YOUNG PEOPLE ARE NEEDED" 

Christmas 1964 

A I begin my Christmas Broadcast to you, 
the people of Great Britain and of the other 
Commonwealth countries my mind travels 

far away, and for one moment I seem to be with 
you in many countries, which are now almost as 
familiar as my own native land. 

To you all, my family and I send our affection
ate greetings and hope that your Christmas is a 
happy one. 

Let us think for a moment about this great 
Commonwealth. What is this wealth which we 
have in common and which is so much more than 
our collective resources massive though they are? 

I know that life is hard for many. The problems 
which face mankind often seem to defy solution. 
Some of our Commonwealth friends overseas are 
grappling with difficulties unknown in a complex 
industrial country such as Great Britain. There are 
difficulties of over-population, there is hunger, 
and drought and lack of power. There are yearly 
tens of thousands of young people flocking into 
schools, seeking education. 

I welcome the chance of hearing more about 
these problems when individual Ministers from the 
Commonwealth come to this country, and also on 
such special occasions as the Prime Ministers' 
Meetings. At moments like this I have the benefit 
not only of getting to know some of my Prime 
Ministers better, but of welcoming leaders from 
the new nations of the Commonwealth. 

I value very highly these meetings, which allow 
me to draw on the wisdom of such a representative 
gathering. I believe that in God's good time all 
the peoples of our Commonwealth, working side 
by side, will attain prosperity. 

The thread which runs through our Common
wealth is love of freedom, and it is perhaps in this, 
more than in anything else, that our real wealth 
lies. Now the word "freedom", like the word 
"democracy" is a simple one implying a simple 
idea, and yet freedom, to be effective, must be 
disciplined. Absolute freedom is a state unknown 

to the historian. The many ancient institutions 
and traditions which we have inherited and which 
are familiar to us all, provide a framework and a 
dignified background to our way of life. If it is 
not to degenerate, freedom must be maintained by 
a thousand invisible forces, self-discipline, the 
Common Law, the right of citizens to assemble, 
and to speak and argue. We do not wish to impose 
a particular form of Government on any peoples 
in the world; we merely say "This is what we do; 
we know it's not perfect, but it is the best 
system that we have been able to create after 
many centuries of trial and error." 

All of us who have been blessed with young 
families know from long experience that when 
one's house is at its noisiest, there is often less 
cause for anxiety. The creaking of a ship in a 
heavy sea is music in the ears of the captain on 
the bridge. In fact little is static and without 
movement there can be no progress. 

Some speak today as though the age of 
adventure and initiative is past. On the contrary, 
never have the challenges been greater or more 
urgent. The fight against poverty, malnutrition 
and ignorance is harder than ever, and we must do 
all in our power to see that science is directed 
towards solving these problems. 

I would like to say one more word to the 
young people of the Commonwealth. Upon you 
rests our hope for the future. You young people 
are needed; there is a great task ahead of you -
the building of a new world. You have brains and 
courage, imagination and humanity; direct them 
to the things that have to be achieved in this 
century, if mankind is to live together in happiness 
and prosperity. 

God bless you and a very, very happy Christmas 
to you all. 
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"THE FAMILY REMAINS THE FOCAL POINT OF OUR EXISTENCE" 

Christmas 1965 

EVERY year the familiar pattern of Christmas 
unfolds. The sights and the customs and 
festivities may seem very much the same 

from one year to another, and yet to families and 
individuals each Christmas is slightly different. 
Children grow and presents for them change. It 
may be the first Christmas for many as husband 
and wife, or the first Christmas with grandchildren. 
Some may be far from home, and others lonely or 
sick, yet Christmas always remains as the great 
family festival. A festival which we owe to that 
Family long ago which spent this time in extreme 
adversity and discomfort. I think we should 
remember that in spite of all the scientific 
advances and the great improvements in our 
material welfare, the family remains as the focal 
point of our existence. There is overwhelming 
evidence that those who cannot experience full 
and happy family life for some reason or another 
are deprived of a great stabilising influence in their 
lives. 

At Christmas we are also reminded that it is 
the time of peace on earth and goodwill towards 
men. Yet we are all only too well aware of the 
tragic fighting, hatred and illwill in so many parts 
of the world. Because of this, cynics may shrug 
off the Christmas message as a waste of time but 
that is only the gloomy side of the picture; there 
are also brighter and more hopeful signs, The 
great churches of the world are coming to under
stand each other better and to recognise that 
without their inspiration and great ideals mankind 
will be smothered by its own material wealth. We 
must have dreams and ambitions for peace and 
goodwill and they must be proclaimed. 

Perhaps the most practical demonstration of 
goodwill towards men is to be found in the 
growing practice among young people to give some 
form of voluntary service to others. In Britain 
and throughout the world they are coming for
ward to help old people or to serve in every kind 
of capacity where they may be needed at home 
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and overseas. A new army is on the march which 
holds out the brightest hopes for all mankind. It 
serves in international workcamps, in areas hit by 
natural disasters or emergencies and in helping the 
poor, the backward or the hungry. 

"Peace on earth'' - we may not have it at the 
moment, we may never have it completely, but we 
will certainly achieve nothing unless we go on 
trying to remove the causes of conflict between 
peoples and nations. 

"Goodwill towards men" is not a hollow phrase. 
Goodwill exists, and when there is opportunity to 
show it in practical form we know what wonderful 
things it can achieve. 

To deny this Christmas message is to admit 
defeat and to give up hope. It is a rejection of 
everything that makes life worth living. and what 
is far worse it offers nothing in its place. In fact it 
is just because there are so many conflicts in the 
world today that we should reaffirm our hopes 
and beliefs in a more peaceful and a more friendly 
world in the future. This is just the moment to 
remind ourselves that we can all find some 
practical way to serve others and help to create a 
better understanding between people. 

To each one of you I wish a very happy 
Christmas and if throughout the Commonwealth 
we can all make a sustained effort, perhaps 
Christmas next year will be a much happier one for 
many more people. 



"WOMEN HA VE BREATHED GENTLENESS AND CARE INTO THE HARSH PROGRESS 
OF MANKIND" 

Christmas 1966 

EVER since the first Christmas when the 
three wise men brought their presents, Chris
tians all over the world have kept up this 

kindly custom. 

Even if the presents we give each other at 
Christmas time may only be intended to give 
momentary pleasure, they do also reflect one all 
important lesson. Society cannot hope for a just 
and peaceful civilisation unless each individual 
feels the need to be concerned about his fellows. 
All the great works of charity and all humanitarian 
legislation have always been inspired by a flame of 
compassion which has burnt brightly in the hearts 
of men and women. Mankind has many blemishes 
but deep down in every human soul there is a store 
of goodwill waiting to be called upon. 

This year I should like to speak especially to 
women. In many countries custom has decreed 
that women should play a minor part in public 
affairs. It is difficult to realise that it was less than 
fifty years ago that women in Britain were first 
given the vote, but Parliament was first asked to 
grant this one hundred years ago. Yet, in spite of 
these disabilities, it has been women who have 

breathed gentleness and care into the harsh pro
gress of mankind. The struggles against inhuman 
prejudice, against squalor, ignorance, and disease, 
have always owed a great deal to the determination 
and tenacity of women. 

The devotion of nuns and nurses, the care of 
mothers and wives, the service of teachers, and the 
conviction of reformers are the real and enduring 
presents which women have always given. 

In the modern world the opportunities for 
women to give something of value to the human 
family are greater than ever, because through their 
own efforts, they are now beginning to play their 
full part in public life. We know so much more 
about what can be achieved; we know that the 
tyranny of ignorance can be broken; we know the 

rules of health and how to protect children from 
disease. 

We know all these things are important in our 
own homes, but it needs a very active concern by 
women everywhere if this knowledge is to be used 
where it is most needed. I am glad that in all 
countries of the Commonwealth women are more 
and more able to use it. 

I am sure the custom of giving presents at 
Christmas will never die out, but I hope it will 
never overshadow the far more important presents 
we can give for the benefit of the future of the 
world. 

People of goodwill everywhere are working to 
build a world that will be a happier and more 
peaceful place in which to live. Let our prayers 
be for a personal strength and conviction to play 
our own small part to bring that day nearer. 

God be with you, and a very happy Christmas 
to you all. 
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"THE CHRISTMAS MESSAGE IS TTht:ELESS" 

Christmas 1967 

EVERY once in a while an event occurs which 
seems to mark a milestone in history. For 
the Commonwealth, such an event was 

Canada's centenary this year. A hundred years 
ago the confederation of the provinces of Canada 
laid the foundations for the country's subsequent 
development. Once a land of pioneers largely 
dependent on agriculture and raw materials, 
Canada has become also one of the leading indust
rial nations of the world. 

Prince Philip and I went to Ottawa for the 
Centenary celebrations and it was a most moving 
occasion. Canada has every reason to feel proud 
of her achievements in the last hundred years. 
Confederation as a formal act could have achieved 
little by itself. Only the determined will of a great 
variety of individuals and groups to co-operate for 
the greater national interest could have breathed 
life into the creation of the Fathers of Confedera
tion. The future of Canada as a great and 
prosperous country depends just as much on the 
will of the present generation to work together. It 
is for them to continue and expand the process 
of development which began with such high hopes 
one hundred years ago. 

Nothing has demonstrated this more forcefully 
than Expo '67, the remarkable international ex
hibition staged with such dramatic effect on a 
series of man-made islands in the St. Lawrence 
River. The theme of Expo was "Man in his 
World", and the lasting impression which I took 
away with me from Canada's Centennial and 
Expo '67 is the degree of unity in outlook among 
the diverse nations, creeds and races of the world. 

The Commonwealth is a system which is in a 
constant process of change and development. This 
was brought home to me vividly when I revisited 
Malta only a month ago. When I first went to the 
islands, they were a colony and my husband was 
serving with the Mediterranean Fleet. Today 
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Malta is independent, with the Crown occupying 
the same position as it does in the other self
governing countries of which I am Queen. This is 
the opening of a new and challenging chapter for 
the people of Malta and they are entering it with 
determination and enthusiasm. 

Great national events can stir the imagination, 
but so can individual actions. Few people can have 
attracted so much universal attention as Sir Francis 
Chichester during his epic journey in Gypsy Moth. 
I am sure that the reason his great feat of seaman
ship so warmed our hearts was that we recognised 
in his enterprise and courage the very qualities 
which have played such a large part in British 
history and which we in these islands need just as 
much today and for the future. 

Let there be no doubt that Britain is faced with 
formidable problems, but let there also be no 
doubt she will overcome them. Determined and 
well directed effort by a people who for centuries 
have given ample evidence of their resources of 
character and initiative, must bring its reward. 

I am glad to say that contacts at all levels 
between Commonwealth countries continue to 
grow, and I have been delighted to welcome 
Commonwealth Prime Ministers and leaders in 
various walks of life. Among the people who 
attract the greatest attention are visiting sportsmen 
and athletes. Cricket teams from India and 
Pakistan braved the vagaries of the English summer, 
and the redoubtable All-Blacks from New Zealand 
have made a solid impact on British rugby 
footballers. Kenya sent us her great runner 
Keino. I hope man'y more sportsmen from Africa 
will take part in competitions and will establish 
new contacts between Africa and the rest of the 
world. 

I have myself made many visits to other 
Commonwealth and overseas countries and every 
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one was a journey of discovery. I am therefore 
particularly pleased that it is possible for so many 
young people and students to enjoy the experience 
of travel, to give service and to make new friends 
abroad. 

My two elder children came back from the 
Commonwealth Games in Jamaica enchanted with 
the adventure, the kindness of the people, and the 
opportunity to meet so many athletes from every 
part of the Commonwealth. For my son this came 
at the end of a period in Australia which he would 
not have missed for anything and where the 
exciting challenges and opportunities deeply im
pressed him. 

In October this year, I took my son and 
daughter with me to the Opening of Parliament at 
Westminster. The Opening of Parliament is not 
just a ritual. It should remind us that Parliament 
symbolises the nation and the national interest. It 
should also remind us that we believe in govern
ment by consent and that our system can only 

1967: The Queen photographed in the White Drawing Room at 
Buckingham Palace, wearing a white satin dress embroidered 
with crystals and pearls. The necklace is a triple row of 
diamonds and the earrings are diamond clusters. Her Majesty 
wears the Sash and Star of The Order of the Garter with 
Family Orders. (Karsh) 

work if we all want it to work and feel that we 
have some part in it. Democratic government is a 
tradition we all share and which is the ideal of all 
the members of our association of nations. 

Modern communications make it possible for 
me to talk to you in your homes and to wish you 
a merry Christmas and a very happy New Year. 
These techniques of radio and television are 
modern, but the Christmas message is timeless. 
You may have heard it very often but in the end, 
no matter what scientific progress we make, the 
message will count for nothing unless we can 
achieve real peace 2nd encourage genuine goodwill 

between individual people and the nations of the 

world. 

Every Christmas I am sustained and encouraged 
by the happiness and sense of unity which comes 
from seeing all the members of my family together. 
I hope and pray that, with God's help, this 
Christmas spirit of family unity will spread and 
grow among our Commonwealth family of nations. 
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"WE SHOULD NOT BE OBSESSED BY MATERIAL PROBLEMS" 

Christmas 1968 

CHRISTMAS is a Christian festival which 
celebrates the birth of the Prince of Peace. 
At times it is almost hidden by the merry 

making and tinsel, but the essential message of 
Christmas is still that we all belong to the great 
brotherhood of man. 

This idea is not limited to the Christian faith. 
Philosophers and prophets have concluded that 
peace is better than war, love is better than hate 
and that mankind can only find progress in friend
ship and co-operation. 

Many ideas are being questioned today, but 
these great truths will continue to shine out as the 
light of hope in the darkness of intolerance and 
inhumanity. 

The words "the brotherhood of man" have a 
splendid ring about them, but the idea may seem 
too remote to have any practical meaning in this 
hard and bustling age. Indeed it means nothing at 
all unless the brotherhood, starting with individuals 
can reconcile rival communities, conflicting relig
ions, differing races and the divided and prejudiced 
nations of the world. 

If we truly believe that the brotherhood of man 
has a value for the world's future, then we should 
seek to support those international organisations 
which foster understanding between people and 
between nations. 

The British people together have achieved great 
things in the past and have overcome many 
dangers, but we cannot make further progress 
if we resurrect ancient squabbles. 

The nations belonging to the Commonwealth 
have in their hands a well-tried framework for 
mutual help and co-operation. It would be short
sighted to waste this modest step towards brother
hood because we are too busy with the dissensions 
of the moment. 
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Every individual and every nation have 
problems, so there is all the more reason for us to 
do our utmost to show our concern for others. 

Rich or poor, we all depend upon the work and 
skill of individual men and women, particularly 
those in industry and production who are the 
creators of wealth and prosperity. We depend on 
new knowledge, invention and innovation, practical 
improvements and developments, all of which offer 
us a better life. 

Yet we should not be obsessed by material 
problems. We must also be sure that we remain 
spiritually alive. Everything we do now is helping 
to shape the world in which our children are 
going to live. Our young people need all the help 
and opportunities we can give them to prepare 
them for the responsibilities which they will soon 
have to carry. 

Today, I have spoken of "the brotherhood of 
man" and the hope it holds out for the world. This 
should not remain a vague thought nor an abstract 
idea. Each of us can put it into practice by 
treating one another with kindness and consider
ation at all times and in spite of every kind of 
provocation. 

Christmas is the festival of peace. It is God's 
will that it should be our constant endeavour to 
establish "Peace on Earth, Goodwill towards Men". 

I hope you all have a very happy Christmas and 
every good fortune in the New Year. 



"CHRISTMAS IS A FESTIVAL OF THE SPIRIT" 

Christmas 1969 

I HA VE received a great number of kind letters 
and messages of regard and concern about this 
year's break with the usual broadcast at Christ

mas and I want you all to know that my good 
wishes are no less warm and personal because they 
come to you in a different form. 

In a short time the 1960's will be over but not 
out of our memories. Historians will record them 
as the decade in which men first reached out 
beyond our own planet and set foot on the 
moon, but each one of us will have our own 
special triumphs or tragedies to look back on. 

My own thoughts are with my older children 
who are entering the service of the people of this 
country and the Commonwealth. It is a great 
satisfaction and comfort to me and my husband 

to know that they have won a place in your 
affections. 

We are all looking forward to our visit to 
Australia and New Zealand for the Cook Bi
centenary celebrations, and also to Fiji and Tonga. 
Later next year we hope to see something of the 
fascinating development of Northern Canada. 

It is only natural that we should all be dazzled 
and impressed by the triumphs of technology, but 
Christmas is a festival of the spirit. At this time 
our concern is particularly for the lonely, the sick 
and the elderly. I hope they will all feel the 
warmth and comfort of companionship and that 
all of you will enjoy a very happy Christmas with 
your families and friends. 

God bless you all. 

19 70, Arriving at the official reception in Canberra. Her Majesty is escorted by the then Prime Minister, Mr. John Gorton. 
(Woman's Weekly) 
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"THE STRENGTH OF THE COMMONWEALTH LIES IN ITS HISTORY" 

Christmas 1970 

EVERY year we are reminded Christmas is a 
family festival; a time for reunion and a 
meeting point for the generations. 

This year I am thinking of rather a special 
family - a family of nations - as I recall fascina
ting journeys literally to opposite ends of the 
world. 

During the course of these visits we met and 
talked with a great number of people in every sort 
of occupation, and living in every kind of com
munity and climate. Yet in all this diversity they 
had one thing in common; they were all members 
of the Commonwealth family. 

Early this year we went to Fiji, Tonga, New 
Zealand and Australia in Britannia. We were 
following the path taken in 1770 by that great 
English discover, Captain Cook. 

A little later in the year we were in Canada, 
still in the Commonwealth, visiting the Northwest 
Territories and Manitoba for their centenaries. 

Among people who are so essentially New 
Zealanders, Canadians or Australians, it struck me 
again that so many of them still have affectionate 
and personal links with the British Isles. 

Wherever I went among people living in the 
busy industrial towns or on the stations and farms 
of the far outback, I met new-comers who remind
ed me that these links between our countries are 
renewed every year. 

In Canada we met some of the older inhabitants 
- Indians - people whose ancestors were there for 
generations before the Europeans came. And 
further north still live the Eskimos, some of the 
most interesting people that we met during our 
travels this year. They too belong to the Common
wealth family, this remarkable collection of friend
ly people of so many races. 

Later in the year representatives from forty-two 
different parts of the world gathered to attend the 
Commonwealth Games. There are many unpub
licised meetings, but it is not often that the 
Commonwealth is able to get together for a great 
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public ceremony. On this occasion it was sport 
that brought them to Scotland, and they came to 
compete and to enjoy themselves. We entertained 
them all in the garden of our home in Edinburgh, 
and I was very conscious that each of the athletes 
I met represented a country as different and 
interesting as those I had been able to visit during 
the year. 

Never before has there been a group of indepen
dent nations linked in this way by their common 
history and continuing affection. 

Too often we hear about the Commonwealth 
only when there is bad news about one of its 
members, or when its usefulness or its very 
existence is questioned. Britain and other members 
responded generously after the terrible disaster in 
East Pakistan, but the fellowship of the Common
wealth does not exist only at such unhappy times. 

Many of us here in Britain have relatives living 
in other Commonwealth countries, and there are 
many who were born overseas living here. Because 
it is Christmas we are probably thinking of them 
now. It is these personal contacts which mean so 
much. 

The strength of the Commonwealth lies in its 
history and the way people feel about it. All those 
years through which we have lived together have 
given us an exchange of people and ideas which 
ensures that there is a continuing concern for each 
other. 

That, very simply, is the message of Christmas -
learning to be concerned about one another; to 
treat your neighbour as you would like him to 
treat you, and to care about the future of all life 
on earth. These matters of the spirit are more 
important and more lasting than simple material 
development. It is a hard lesson, but I think that 
we in the Commonwealth have perhaps begun to 
understand it. 

I wish you a merry Christmas. God bless you 
all. 



"OUR CHILDREN WILL BE LIVING IN A WORLD WHICH OUR WORK AND DEEDS 
HAVE SHAPED FOR THEM" 

Christmas 1971 

CHRISTMAS is the time for families and for 
children, and it's also a time when we 
realise that another year is coming to an end. 

As the familiar pattern of Christmas and the New 
Year repeats itself, we may sometimes forget how 
much the world about us has been changing. It 
was thirty-nine years ago that my grandfather, 
King George V, gave the first of his Christmas 
Broadcasts. He spoke about a future which is now 
past. Today it is our turn to think about the 
future. 

Many of you who are listening are able, like 
me, to enjoy this Christmas with your families, 
and your children can enjoy the day as all children 
should. But tragically, there are many millions 
of others for whom this cannot be the same. Our 
thoughts and prayers should be for them. 

Our children will be living in a world which our 
work and deeds have shaped for them. We cannot 
possibly tell what changes the next forty years 
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will bring. We do know that we are passing on to 
our children the power to change their whole 
environment. But we also leave them with a set of 
values which they take from our lives and from 
our example. The decisions they take and the sort 
of world they pass on to their children could be 
just as much affected by those values as by all the 
technological wonders of this age. 

The Christmas message is really one for all 
seasons and not just for one day of the year. If we 
can show this by our lives and by our example, 
then our contribution as parents will be just as 
important as any made by scientists and engineers. 
Perhaps we can then look for the real peace on 
earth, and the powers which men have harnessed 
will be used for the benefit of our fellow men. 

I hope this Christmas Day is bringing to many 
of you peace and happiness, and for everyone the 
hope of this to come. May God bless you all. 

.... 
1971' Tt,e Queen with her two younger sons Prince Edward and Prince Andrew during her Christmas broadcast on BBC 

television. 
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"WE ARE TRYING TO CREATE A WIDER FAMILY OF NATIONS" 

Christmas 1972 

My whole family has been deeply touched by 
the affection you have shown to us when we 
celebrated our Silver Wedding, and we are 

especially grateful to the many thousands who 
have written to us and sent us messages and 
presents. 

One of the great Christian ideals is a happy and 
lasting marriage between man and wife, but no 
marriage can hope to succeed without a deliberate 
effort to be tolerant and understanding. This does-
n't come easily to individuals and it certainly 
doesn't come naturally to communities or nations. 
We know only too well that a selfish insistence 
upon our rights and on our own point of view 
leads to disaster. We all ought to know by now 
that a civilised and peaceful existence is only 
possible when people make the effort to under
stand each other. 

Looking at the world one might be forgiven for 
believing that many people have never heard of this 
simple idea. Every day there are reports of 
violence, lawlessness, and the disregard for human 
life. Most of this is excused on purely selfish 
grounds. I know there are millions of kindly 
people throughout the world who are saddened 
with me for all those who suffer from these out
rages. 

In the United Kingdom we have our own 
sorrows in Northern Ireland and I want to send a 
special message of sympathy to all those men, 
women and children, who have suffered and 
endured so much. 

But there is a light in this tragic situation. The 
people are steadfastly carrying on their ordinary 
business in their factories and places of work. 
Voluntary workers, both in and out of uniform, 
have struggled to keep humanity and common
sense alive. The social services have done their job 
magnificently. The forces of law and order con
tinue their thankless task with the utmost fortitude 
in the face of appalling provocation. 

We admire them greatly for their patience and 
restraint. 

I ask you all to join me in praying that the 
hearts and minds of everyone in that troubled 
Province may be touched with the spirit of Christ-
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mas and the message of brotherhood, peace and 
goodwill. May tolerance and understanding release 
the people from terror and put gladness in the 
place of fear. 

But I am speaking today to all the peoples of 
the Commonwealth. In this unique organisation, 
we are fortunate in having endless opportunities 
for co-operation. Through its informal structure 
we have created a web of relationships between 
peoples of many races and creeds and now between 
a great number of sovereign independent states. 

I have visited almost all of the thirty-two 
independent Commonwealth countries, and we are 
looking forward to going back to Canada and 
Australia next year. I know from this personal 
experience how much the Commonwealth is valued 
by its members. 

Britain is about to join her neighbours in the 
European Community and you may well ask how 
this will affect the Commonwealth. 

The new links with Europe will not replace 
those with the Commonwealth. They cannot 
alter our historical and personal attachments with 
kinsmen and friends overseas. Old friends will 
not be Jost; Britain will take her Commonwealth 
links into Europe with her. 

Britain and these other European countries see 
in the Community a new opportunity for the 
future. They believe that the things they have in 
common are more important than the things which 
divide them, and that if they work together not 
only they, but the whole world will benefit. 

We are trying to create a wider family of 
Nations and it is particularly at Christmas that this 
family should feel closest together. 

Christmas is above all a time of new life. A 
time to look hopefully ahead to a future when the 
problems which face the world today will be seen 
in their true perspective. 

I leave with you the old message, "On earth 
peace; goodwill toward men". No one has ever 
offered a better formula and I hope that its simple 
truth may yet take hold of the imagination of all 
mankind. 

God bless you and a happy Christmas to you all. 



"THE CONTINUITY OF HUMAN LIFE" 

Christmas 1973 

IT is now twenty-one years since I first 
broadcast a Christmas Message to the Com
monwealth. Then - our two elder children 

were only four and two. Now, our daughter joins 
us for Christmas with her husband and we are 
celebrating the festival this year with the memories 
of their wedding very much in our minds. 

We are constantly being told that we live in a 
changing world and that we need to adapt to 
changing conditions. But this is only part of the 
truth and I am sure that all parents seeing their 
children getting married are reminded of the 
continuity of human life. That is why, I think, 
that at weddings all friends and relations, and even 
complete strangers, can stop worrying for a mom
ent and share in the happiness of the couple who 
are getting married. 

I am glad that my daughter's wedding gave 
such pleasure to so many people just at a time 
when the world was facing very serious problems. 

People all over the world watched the wedding 
on television, but there were still many in London 
on the day, and their warmth and enthusiasm 
ensured it was an occasion my family will never 
forget. 

Earlier this year, I went to Canada for a 
different sort of "family occasion". This was the 
meeting of Commonwealth Heads of Government, 
and here, I was reminded of the importance of 
human relationships in world affairs, and how 
membership of the Commonwealth has a subtle 
influence on the relationship between its leaders. 

I was impressed by the spirit which brought 
together so many leaders from such different 
countries, and enabled them to discuss construc
tively matters which concern us all as friends. 

Those of you who are surrounded by friends -
or, of course, who are members of a happy family 

- know this makes life much easier. Everything -
the good and the bad - can be shared, but it is too 
easy for us to forget those who are not so 
fortunate. 

However, there are many people of all ages who 
go out to help the old and the lonely, the sick and 
the handicapped. I am sure that, in so doing, they 
find the real happiness that comes from serving 
and thinking of others. 

I believe that Christmas should remind us that 
the qualities of the human spirit are more import
ant than material gain. Christ taught love and 
charity and that we should show humanity and 
compassion at all times and in all situations. 

A lack of humanity and compassion can be very 
destructive - how easily this causes divisions 
within nations and between nations. We should 
remember instead how much we have in common 
and resolve to give expression to the best of our 
human qualities, not only at Christmas, but right 
through the year. 

In this Christmas spirit let us greet all our 
fellow men and join together in this festival of 
tolerance and companionship. 

I wish you all a very happy Christmas. 
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"WE ARE AN INVENTIVE AND TENACIOUS PEOPLE" 

Christmas 197 4 

THERE can be few people in any country 
of the Commonwealth who are not anxious 
about what is happening in their own coun

tries or in the rest of the world at this time. 

We have never been short of problems but in 
the last year everything seems to have happened at 
once. There have been floods and drought and 
famine: there have been outbreaks of senseless 
violence. And on top of it all the cost of living 
continues to rise - everywhere. 

Here in Britain, from where so many people of 
the Commonwealth came, we hear a great deal 
about our troubles, about discord and dissension 
and about the uncertainty of our future. 

Perhaps we make too much of what is wrong 
and too little of what is right. The trouble with 
gloom is that it feeds upon itself and depression 
causes more depression. 

There are indeed real dangers and there are 
real fears and we will never overcome them if we 
turn against each other with angry accusations. 

We may hold different points of view but it is 
in times of stress and difficulty that we most need 
to remember that we have much more in common 
than there is dividing us. We have the lessons of 
history to show that the British people have 
survived many a desperate situation when they 
acted together. 

People in a crowd may seem oblivious of each 
other. Yet if you look at your neighbours you 
will see other people with worries and difficulties 
probably greater than your own. It is time to 
recognise that in the end we all depend upon each 
other and that we are therefore responsible for 
each other. 

Fortunately over the centuries we have devised 
a way of sharing this responsibility, a uniquely 
effective system for bringing progress out of con
flict. We have developed Parliamentary Govern
ment by which the rights and freedom of the 
people are maintained. It allows change to take 
place temperately and without violence. And 
when time demands, it can reflect and give a voice 
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to the determination and resolve of the nation. 

This system, this product of the British genius, 
has been successfully exported to the world wide 
Commonwealth. 

This year I have opened Parliament four times: 
in New Zealand, in Australia, and twice the 
Mother of Parliaments in Westminster. I suspect 
this may be a record, but what impressed me was 
that the system itself flourishes thousands of 
miles away and this alone should give us con
fidence. 

You may be asking what can we do personally 
to make things better? 

I believe the Christmas message provides the 
best clue. Goodwill is better than resentment. 
tolerance is better than revenge, compassion is 
better than anger, above all a lively concern for 
the interests of others as well as our own. ln 
times of doubt and anxiety the attitudes people 
show in their daily lives, in their homes. and in 
their work, are of supreme importance. 

It is by acting in this spirit that every man, 
woman and child can help and "make a difference". 

In Britain I am sure it could make all the 
difference. We are an inventive and tenacious 
people and the comradeship of adversity brings 
out the best in us. And we have great resources 
not just those of character but in our industry 
and trade, in our farms and in the seas around our 
shores. 

My message today is one of encouragement 
and hope. 

Christmas on this side of the equator comes at 
the darkest time of the year; but we can look hope
fully to lengthening days and the returning sun. 

The first Christmas came at a time that was 
dark and threatening, but from it came the light of 
the world. 

I wish you all a happy Christmas. 



"TAKE HEART FROM THE CHRISTMAS MESSAGE AND BE HAPPY" 

Christmas 197 5 

EVERY year I have this special opportunity 
of wishing you a happy Christmas. I like to 
think I am speaking to each child who can 

hear me, each woman, each man in every country 
of the Commonwealth. 

Christmas is a festival which brings us together 
in small groups, a family group if we are lucky. 
Today we are not just nameless people in a crowd. 
We meet as friends who are glad to be together and 
who care about each other's happiness. 

Nowadays this is a precious experience. So 
much of the time we feel that our lives are domin
ated by great impersonal forces beyond our 
control; the scale of things and organisations 
seems to get bigger and more inhuman. We are 
horrified by brutal and senseless violence, and 
above all, the whole fabric of our lives is threaten
ed by inflation the frightening sickness of the 
world today. 

Then Christmas comes and once again we are 
reminded that people matter and it is our relation
ship with one another that is most important. 

For most of us - I wish it could be for everyone 
- this is a holiday and I think it is worth remind
ing ourselves why. We are celebrating a birthday -
the birthday of a child born nearly 2,000 years 
ago, who grew up and lived for only about 30 
years. That one person, by his example and by his 
revelation of the good which is in us all, has made 
an enormous difference to the lives of people who 
have come to understand his teaching. His simple 
message of love has been turning the world upside 
down ever since. He showed that what people are 
and what they do does matter and does make all 

the difference. 

He commanded us to love our neighbours as we 
love ourselves, but what exactly is meant by 
"loving ourselves"? I believe it means trying to 
make the most of the abilities we have been given. 
It means caring for our talents. It is a matter of 

making the best of ourselves, not just doing the 
best for ourselves. 

We are all different, but each of us has his own 
best to offer. The responsibility for the way we 
live life, with all its challenges, sadness and joy, is 
ours alone. If we do this well, it will also be good 
for our neighbours. 

If you throw a stone into a pool, the ripples go 
on spreading outwards. A big stone can cause 
waves, but even the smallest pebble changes the 
whole pattern of the water. Our daily actions are 
like those ripples, each one makes a difference, 
even the smallest. 

It does matter therefore what each individual 
does each day. Kindness, sympathy, resolution 
and courteous behaviour are infectious. Acts of 
cournge and self-sacrifice, like those of the people 
who refuse to be terrorized by kidnappers or 
hijackers, or who defuse bombs, are an inspiration 
to others. 

We may feel powerless alone but the joint 
efforts of individuals can defeat the evils of our 
time. Together they can create a stable, free and 
considerate society. 

And the combined effect can be enormous. If 
enough grains of sand are dropped into one side of 
a pair of scales they will, in the end, tip it against a 
lump of lead. 

Like those grains of sand, they can tip the 
balance. So take heart from the Christmas 
message and be happy. 

God bless you all. 
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"A TIME FOR RECONCILIATION" 

Chrishnas 1976 

CHRISTMAS is a time for reconciliation. 
A time not only for families and friends 
to come together but also for differences 

to be forgotten. 

In 1976 I was reminded of the good that can 
flow from a friendship that is mended. Two 
hundred years ago the representatives of the 
thirteen British Colonies in North America signed 
the Declaration of Independence in Philadelphia. 

This year we went to America to join in their 
Bicentennial Celebrations. Who would have thought 
two hundred years ago that a descendant of King 
George III could have taken part in these Cele
brations. Yet that same King was among the first 
to recognise that old scores must be settled and 
differences reconciled and the first United States 
Ambassador to Britain declared that he wanted 
"the old good nature and the old good humour 
restored". 

And restored they were. The United States 
was born in bitter conflict with Britain but we 
didn't remain enemies for long. From our recon
ciliation came incalculable benefits to mankind 
and a partnership which, together with many 
countries of the Commonwealth, was proved in 
two World Wars and ensured that the light of 
liberty was not extinguished. 

King George III never saw the Colonies he lost. 
My father, King George VI, was the first British 
Sovereign to see the famous skyline of Manhattan 
and to visit the rich and vibrant country that lies 
beyond it. 

Wherever we went the welcome was the same, 
all the way to Boston where the first shots in the 
war between Britain and America were fired. 

Reconciliation, like the one that followed the 
American War of Independence, is the product of 
reason, tolerance and love and I think that Christ
mas is a good time to reflect on it. 

It is easy enough to see where reconciliation is 
needed and where it would heal and purify, 
obviously in national and international affairs, but 
also in homes and families. 
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A few weeks ago, for instance, I met in my 
home a group of people who are working for 
better understanding between people of different 
colour, different faiths and different philosophies 
- and who are trying to solve the very real 
problems of community relations. 

It is not something that is easy to achieve. But 
things that are worthwhile seldom are, so it is 
encouraging to know that there are many people 
trying to achieve it. 

Another shining example is the peace movement 
in Northern Ireland. Here Roman Catholics and 
Protestants have joined together in a crusade of 
reconciliation to bring peace to the Province. 

Next year is a rather special one for me and I 
would like my Silver Jubilee year also to become 
a special one for people who find themselves the 
victims of human conflict. The gift I would most 
value next year is that reconciliation should be 
found wherever it is needed. A reconciliation 
which would bring peace and security to families 
and neighbours at present suffering and torn apart. 

Remember that good spreads outwards and 
every little does help. Mighty things from small 
beginnings grow as indeed they grew from the 
small child of Bethlehem. 

I believe there is another thought from which 
we can draw encouragement. If there is recon
ciliation - if we can get the climate right - the 
good effects will flow much more quickly than 
most people would believe possible. Those who 
know the desert know also how quickly it can 
flower when the rains come. But who in Britain 
who saw the parched earth and empty reservoirs 
last summer would have believed that the grass 
would grow so strong, so green and so soon when 
the drought ended. When the conflict stops, 
peace can blossom just as quickly. 

I wish you all a very happy Christmas and may 
the New Year bring reconciliation between all 
people. 
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