





THEORY OF
SUBVERSIVE ACTION

“It is clear that, in a dispute, the sole object is to
prove that a fact either is, or is not, or, that it was
or was not, and not to deviate from that. Whether it
is a fact of great or little importance, just or unjust
—there being many points the legislator has not de-
fined—it is the duty of the judge to determine for
himself: he should not learn them from the disput-
ing parties.”

ARISTOTLE: RHETORIC.
Book I, Chap. I-VI.
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PREFACE

To be a “Man” is not to say, “Don’t mention
it to me, it is repugnant” or, “It is too com-
plicated” or, again, “I shall be bored”.

To be a “Man” is to refuse to allow one-
self to be blindly manceuvred; it is to want
to know the nature, the “why” and “where-
fore”, of political enterprises which intend to
“use” one.

It is not to be taken in. Ignorance is a weak-
ness and not an excuse.

For half a century now, subversive action
has been so much a part of our lives that it
is hardly noticed.

However, many are anxious to define it and
thus to understand it.

The aim of this study is limited to the
following: —

To explain subversive action, to describe
its methods, to demonstrate its possible aims,
and then to provide sufficient rudiments to
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THEORY OF
SUBVERSIVE ACTION

Definition: Subversive action is the activity
of a political faction by which it places itself
beyond the law but on this side of actual
violence.

Permanent characteristics: Subversive ac-
tion is directed against the established order
of a given country and, in particular, against
its machinery of government. It expresses it-
self according to a uniform plan and operates
in fields as varied as possible, affecting all
public or private institutions with methods
appropriate to each particular case.

Its final aim is to weave a network of or-
ganisations over the whole territory of a
country in order to establish an apparatus
capable of taking the place of the legal
authorities, and to bring about the downfall
of the latter by means of a COUP with, or
without, outside intervention.
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THE MORALITY OF
SUBVERSIVE ACTION

Subversive action is not a matter for moral
judgment in itself, it is simply an instrument
of political struggle.

One can only analyse the morality of the
conditions which cause it in a specific case
and take note of the situation in which it
operates.

With this in mind, the following factors
must be examined: —

First, its aim in the specific case.
Second, the composition and position of
the political faction which uses it.

Third, the constitution and characteristics
of the authority against which it is directed.
One must distinguish between:-—

(a) Subversive action carried out by a
political faction for its own ends.
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4. Is the action led by a minority for the
benefit of a foreign power which might be-
come an enemy of the country, and with the
sole purpose of facilitating this aggression?

5. Is the action led by a minority for the
benefit of a foreign power, with a view to its
being put in power by the intervention of this
foreign power?

It is only by answering these questions
clearly that one is able, in each particular
instance, to make a moral assessment and to
analyse the validity, the rightness, of a sub-
versive action. :







It is these persons who ensure communica-
tion between the Intelligentsia and the agents
who carry out the orders.

(3) The executive agents are the militants
of the political faction who carry out the sub-
versive action within the territory to which
each one has been assigned.






These latter, in turn, are employed in or-
ganising the realisation of those objectives
assigned to their sector, by giving precise
missions to each of the agents under their
command.

The executive agents, either individually or
in teams, accomplish the subversive work
assigned to them and then report back to the
staff of the organisation to whom they are
responsible.

The staff, in turn, report to the Intelli-
gentsia, who take due note and issue fresh
directives on the basis of results achieved.






LEGAL ASPECT OF THE
SUBVERSIVE ORGANISATION

Subversive action is a positive offence
when it has as its aim—and effectively carries
out—acts prejudicial to the State.

Judicial repression by the State always
encounters the problem that subversive action
is an over-all, “aggregate”, crime.

The individual acts of the executive agents,
although carried out in full knowledge of the
purpose, are only effective through being co-
ordinated by the Intelligentsia.

In many cases, these individual acts appear
harmless and very often there is no legal
definition which classes them as infringements
of the law.

However, viewed objectively, it must be
admitted that these individual acts are
offences—and even premeditated offences—
since they are knowingly committed in the
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PRACTICAL FORMS OF
SUBVERSIVE ACTION

The distinction between subversive action
practised by a political faction for its own
ends, and that practised by a political faction
on behalf of a foreign power, must be
remembered.

Let us consider the former case.

The practical forms of subversive action are
as follows: —

Infiltration.

Setting-up of cells.

Seizure.

Agitation.

Dissension.

Demoralisation.

Intrigue.

Administrative obstruction.

Economic obstruction.

Civil disobedience.

Sabotage.

Deception.
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them be forgotten. It means criticism and pro-
test on every conceivable occasion. In short,
to maintain a permanent psychosis of dis-
satisfaction.

Dissension consists of causing disagree-
ments in opposing factions, first of all among
them and, then, at the centre of each one of
them. One begins by setting the parties of the
established order one against the other. Then
one steers the basic policies of these parties in
the opposite direction.

Demoralisation is an activity which aims
to discourage adherents of the established
order and, above all, the weak and the un-
decided. To achieve this, one undermines
their confidence in the legal institutions,
causes them progressively to lose their respect
for authority, and takes away all enthusiasm
for its defence.

Intrigue consists of little plots carried out
by scattered agents co-ordinated to the same
end—that of discrediting a political adversary.
This is achieved, by first spreading lying
rumours about the person or organisation to
be discredited, while at the same time real or
invented evidence of guilt is accumulated.

15







(b) The political strike, carried out under
the guise of an industrial-claims strike, which
presupposes deception on the part of the
agents.

The task of the agents, in this case, is to
launch the movement by announcing a
popular plan for a claim which is realistic
but which, in fact, is merely designed to upset
the national economy.

Civil disobedience: 1t is the task of the
agents to break the law, intentionally and
ostensibly, with the sole purpose of getting
themselves arrested, so that they can over-
whelm the authorities with a mass of wilful
prosecutions. The object is to affirm the
strength of their cause, embarrass the authori-
ties, and to expose them to unpopularity.

Provocation consists of inciting sympathisers
to adopt hostile attitudes towards the authori-
ties by uttering threats, in order to weaken the
forces of order and provoke harsh retaliation.

By achieving this the subversive organisa-
tion hopes to discredit the powers in command
and produce popular resentment of them.
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To this end, the agents can either offer
money or material advantages, or they can use
deception or blackmail.

Conspiracy means, for the subversive or-
ganisation, placing agents in as many areas
of the country as possible in order to have at
its command a complete dossier on intelli-
gence and operations.

Naturally, subversive action is not limited
to these practical forms. It is certain that those
organisations of today and of the future are
inventing, and will continue to invent, many
others.

On the other hand, it would be wrong to
think that any of these practical forms may
be employed by itself.

On the contrary, in reality agents use them
equally, in turn, or all together.

It is the precise objectives and the circum-
stances which determine whether one or other
form of subversive action is to be employed.
The end justifies the means.
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It is not until the next phase that the outline
will be scen in its precise form and the opera-
tional details will appear one by one.

In fact, “Information” will supply the miss-
ing details, the variable factors, the value of
which should be re-evaluated regularly accord-
ing to the latest intelligence.

One passes to the “Information” phase
through the methodical infiltration of agents
into the heart of the organisms to be explored.

The latter are classified in order of
priority: —

Firstly, the Ministries.

The Home Office is listed first. In fact, the
security of the State is primarily entrusted to
it. It is the principal adversary of the sub-
versive machine.

Next in order come the Ministries of Jus-
tice, National Defence, the Foreign Office,
the Ministry of Economic Affairs, and then
all other Ministries.

A single agent in each Ministry is sufficient
to ensure a fairly good information service.
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The ideal of the subversive apparatus is for
it to be everywhere.

In certain cases the agents specialise in in-
filtration or in the setting-up of cells. In
others, they try to succeed through seizure,
by obtaining posts of command. At the same
time, conspiracy is effected through the plac-
ing of local agents.

When this phase is completed, the machine
is ready to pass on to the offensive through
psycho-political action.

Until now we have only witnessed the plac-
ing of the pawns.

Now the game starts.

While the infiltration agents stealthily go
about their intelligence work, through the

action of the cells, the life of the nation slides
insensibly into a relative disorder.

In government departments, regulations are
applied slowly, as if the civil servants had
succumbed to sleeping sickness.

In industry, inexplicable errors spoil whole
batches of finished products.

The transport services suffer delays which
become greater every day.
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All these petitions create a growing dis-
order. General discontentment grows in pro-
portion. The wavering, non-political masses
do not notice that all this specious protest is
the work of agents of a subversive machine.
They attribute responsibility to their Govern-
ment.

The spectacle of the parties opposed to the
subversive faction indulging first of all in
vilification of each other and then, later, as
between the rank-and-file and the leadership
of cach of them, provokes disillusionment
with them.

The population begins to ask itself whether,
after all, it would not be better to put into
power the subversive faction and to say that,
in any case, things could not be worse.

This is the moment when the psycho-
political action has borne fruit and the sub-
versive machine can proceed to the last phase:
exploitation.

Meantime, the forces of order have tried to
counter-attack against the subversive agents;
but cach time a suspect is held he either has
a rcason, a pretext, or an alibi.
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From this moment, the economic life of the
country is paralysed. It does not matter
whether the strike is called political or indus-
trial. Either way its effect is political.

Wherever there are local signs of the strike
flagging, sabotage produces an effective stop-
page of work.

At this time the agents mingle with the
strikers and stir them up.

Incvitably, there will be clashes with the
services of public order; the more the sparks
fly, the better it will be for the subversive
machine.

If the law-enforcement agencies lose their
heads and open fire, the subversive faction has
won. Henceforth, the Government is irrepar-
ably disqualified in the eyes of the workers as
being unfit to rule.

It is not difficult, at this stage, to organise
a mammoth demonstration or even a march
on the capital.

Now the political faction has found the
allics it lacked and the conditions it had
hoped for. It can risk a trial of force, attempt
a coup d'etat with a chance of success.
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and of Foreign Affairs, rather than to the
Home Office.

Infiltration into the other ministries follows
in the same order as before.

In industry, war-production will have
priority immediately followed by power, heavy
industry and transport.

The general use by powers intent on aggres-
sion of the subversive action of political fac-
tions has progressively replaced the former
use of spies.

There can be no doubt that subversive fac-
tions working for foreign powers are con-
testants who are virtually unbeatable.

For one thing, agents of infiltration in these
factions form net-works. The cumulative
information is complete in itself, it is accurate
by reason of its scope and through being con-
tinually renewed.

Furthermore, it is often less expensive. Most
infiltration agents of subversive machines work
for an ideal and, therefore, the quality of their
information is reliable.

The completeness of the information
gathered by infiltration, allows the beneficiary
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for the rebellious and unruly elements, and
through a pretended glorification of conscien-
tious objectors.

Lastly, the agents will create a hostile
atmosphere as between military and civilians.

But, in order to achieve a general de-
moralisation of the country the subversive
machine will proceed by means of a double
action — the one negative and the other
positive.

On the one hand, the political and eco-
nomic system of the country, its authorities
and its institutions, are rationally discredited,
whilst its traditions and culture are de-
liberately underrated.

On the other hand, the political and eco-
nomic system of the beneficiary power, to-
gether with its authorities and institutions, is
praised to the skies, and its traditions and
culture proclaimed infinitely superior to those
of the country.

To sum up, t+*~ means to say that all be-
longing to the nauon is bad or mediocre, and
that all belonging to the beneficiary power is
good or superior.
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voked by them open hostility towards national
policy.

Within the country there will be dissension
of all kinds.

The national parties will disagree among
themselves with an animosity cleverly fostered
by intrigue, deception and the sowing of
dissension.

At the heart of each one of them there will
be distrust as between rank-and-file members
and the leaders.

Social conflicts and class-differences will be
aggravated, political strikes under pretext of
industrial claims will multiply and most of all
when there is no hope of them succeeding.
The sole purpose of this is to foment dis-
content everywhere.

In the administration, the creation of cells
and the work of seizure will bring about a
well-concerted disorder.

Every Town Hall will be flooded with pro-
tests and delegations over the most futile
grievances.

In the end, the demoralised state of the
people will be such that it will be ripe for ac-
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of the country attacked. Furthermore, the
subversive “Fifth Column” serves as a van-
guard, opening all doors to him.

Finally, the state of moral disintegration of
the population assures him of passive accept-
ance of the occupation for some time.

When the population reacts, it will be too
late!

With the collaboration of the former sub-
versive faction, the aggressor will have estab-
lished his machinery for policing the country
and will be in a position to firmly maintain
his authority over the enslaved people.
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In the beginning there is always a doctrine.
This may be either social, racial, economic,
philosophic or religious. Whatever the case, it
carries within it a promethean theme from
which it derives its mystical power and seduc-
tive force.

Each doctrine is served by its own special
rhetoric. It has its own vocabulary and pro-
duces its own appropriate pre-conceptions.

Traditional man thinks according to tradi-
tional principles.

The convert to a doctrine thinks in terms
of the principles of that doctrine, speaks its
language and acts according to it.

Traditional man acknowledges the common
law; the doctrinaire substitutes the law of
his doctrine.

Ordinary man is a citizen of a country
which is a social and geographical entity
firmly establishing itself by its history, its num-
bers and its space.

The doctrinaire is, before all else, one
subordinate to a way of thinking. His isola-
tion from ordinary pecople only serves to in-
crease his feeling of brotherhood with his own
kind, and his desire to make new converts.
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