To the CEO (General Manager) or whatever title suits your area

Shire of ……….

…………………………

The COVID 19 virus has already caused widespread damage in every community.  It is predicted that as we proceed and attempt to deal with the massive debt created by the various stimulus packages, the economy could be in a situation only the very elderly recall; namely the Great Depression.

We can only hope that things do not get that bad but whatever happens we know the unemployment and hardships faced by the business world and the community at large will be graphic.

Among those hardest hit will be the small business which has either been ordered to close or operate at reduced hours to comply with COVID ruling.

These people only ever earned moderate incomes.  Now they are faced with payment of items like mortgage interest and council/shire rates.  Is it any wonder they may never open their doors again?  What a loss to this community that will be!

As good citizens, we rightfully feel a need to assist those in trouble and fortunately there a number who have not suffered as much.  Can they help?

It is felt that the rate burden should be lifted on those who have lost income through no fault of their own and therefore I/we appeal to your Council/Shire to provide substantial rate relief to those businesses or individual operators.

To achieve the relief it will be necessary to make adjustments to deliver a total reduction in all programmes.

The Council/Shire is a representative of the community so any suffering it takes is reflected across the community.

Could Council make up the shortfall in budget spending due to the suggested rate relief?

In the early 1900’s we had the Commonwealth Bank which operated as a type of Community Bank.  It provided funds at near zero interest rates to enable coastal shipping; oil refining; assistance to the rural sector and funds for infrastructure like the East-West railway line which was completed free of debt.  In addition the then Governor of the Bank, Dennison Miller, also made funds available to fight WW1 at exceedingly low interest.  (Note: other nations like Britain fought the war and took generations to repay their debt).

Here was an example of Australia providing its own finance for Australian development and general necessary services.

The Commonwealth Bank later split into an ordinary trading bank which retained the name and the other part became the Reserve Bank of Australia.  We have never witnessed any support from the new creature as was provided by the original bank.  If State and Local Government called for the Reserve Bank to revisit history and provide new credit to flow to Councils and enable this rate relief to occur, we would be in a win-win situation.

Yours faithfully

……………………….

Dated ………………..
