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"The Prime Minister placed be-

fore the representatives of the 
graziers reasons for the firm stand 
the Government has taken through-
out the trade dispute with Japan. 
Questioned afterward Mr. Lyons 
decl ined to indicate the tenor  
of the discussions. Neither would 
he indicate the progress made in 
the conversations between Sir 
Henry Gullett and the Japanese 
Consul-General." (Herald, July 8.)

"The Prime Minister said today 
there had been definite progress to-
wards the conclusion of trade treaty 
negotiations with several countries. 
The trade treaties occupied much 
of the attention of Federal Cabinet 
today. Mr. Lyons would not indi-
cate the names of the countries with 
which Australia was carrying on 
satisfactory conversations." (Sun, 
July 11.) 

These two extracts from the 
daily press are typical of the at-
titude adopted by Australia's Prime 
Minister ever since he turned his 
political coat and attained his pre-
sent office. In the cases mentioned 
the people of Australia as a whole, 
whose first servant ("prime minis-
ter") Mr. Lyons is supposed to be, 
are expected to acquiesce without 
reasons and without progress re-
ports in a trade-destroying policy 
which was not initiated by them 
nor even referred to them. And 
in the matter of an alleged trade-
fostering policy they are not al-
lowed to know so much (or so 
little) as the bare names of the 
countries with which conversations 
are being carried on. That this is 
the very denial of democracy is 
patent beyond argument.

It may be said, however, that 
the Prime Minister's lack of can-
dour does not necessarily indicate 
any dictatorship by the Ministry—
or, rather, by those who are pulling 
strings behind the Ministry. When 
one calls to mind how often our 
people have been asked to be silent, 
to suspend judgment, to keep out 
of the ring in the sacred names of 
confidence, high policy and inter-
national D.T.'s; and when one re-
collects how these pleas have been 
followed by inaction rather than by 
action, one can easily understand 
that much which may have seemed 
to be strength, however dictatorial, 
has been no more than the noise 
on the outside of an empty drum. 
The Prime Minister was going to 
restore our finances—and in the 
last four years of his "surpluses" 
the public debt has increased by 
about £70 millions. The Ministry 
was going to make trade treaties; 
if we remember aright it is almost 
exactly three years since a Minis-
terial statement promised immediate 
action in this respect. And what 
has been done, except to lose us 
our best foreign customer and our 
most likely market for rapid ex-
pansion?

These certainly are not on the 
surface the actions of dictators; 
rather are they the symptoms of do-
nothings. But look a little below 
the surface. Somebody gains every 
time our national debt is increased. 
Who? Somebody gains by any 
economic blow aimed at Japan. 
Who?

TWO ADMISSIONS FROM 
J. A. LYONS

During the past week Mr. Lyons has 
added two significant admissions to 
the jumble of statements he has 
already made on the anti-Japanese 
tariff. One of these was given to Mr. 
D. Boyd, president of the Graziers’ 

Federal Council of Australia, 
who has publ icly stated that Mr. 
Lyons told him the duties were not 
brought in at the request of the 
British Government, and that they 
were not part of any agreed 
policy between the British 
Government and the Com-
monwealth Government for Em-
pire trade expansion (Sun, July 
10). The other was this: "I need 
only say that if Japanese exporters 
had increased their prices they 
could still have enjoyed a great 
share of this market and have re-
ceived more money than they have 
received in the last two or three 
years" (Argus, July 9).

So the purpose of the First Ser-
vant is now definitely stated to be 
one, which would result—with or 
without duties—in making his 
masters pay more money for less 
goods. That is, the servant de-
liberately lays himself out to im-
poverish his masters. And this is 
not being done at the request of 
the representatives of the English 
people at all. On this point it may 
be noted that such a conservative 
English organ as the Economist 
said, editorially in its issue of May 
30, "Australia's new fiscal venture 
can only be regretted.. . .  It is, 
indeed, precisely the kind of ex-
clusive protectionism that gives 
some substance to the economic 
grievances of the so-called 'dis-
satisfied Powers.' "

Australia, then, is deliberately to 
be impoverished—first, in the 
wealth it receives in exchange for 
its exports; second, in the saleabil-
ity of those exports. And, in so 
doing, substance is to be given to 
the grievances of dissatisfied 
Powers abroad. It is hard to be-
l ieve that a Ministry hitherto

notorious for its supineness should 
suddenly have displayed the 
strength and determination to adopt 
and carry out such a policy; it is 
still harder to believe that the 
driving force behind it should have 
been the mere delegation of Lanca-
shire traders who were here re-
cently. One is therefore driven to 
l ook  fur ther  af i e ld .  Who i s 
Japan's deadliest enemy? Who is 
so bitter an enemy as to be will-

ing to provoke the military war 
which will logically follow this 
trade war? Here, surely, one must 
look for some force more ruthless, 
more sinister by far than a bunch 
of Lancashire factory owners?

THE WIRE PULLERS
Did you notice, on Wednesday of 
last week, how the Melbourne 
Herald gave a five-column streamer 
heading   to   an   item   of   so-called

news that was not really news at 
all—to a mere re-hash of the 
months-old story that Japan is ex-
tending her influence in China and 
that she is behind the present whole-
sale smuggling campaign to deprive 
China of its customs revenue? Did 
you notice the wording of the 
cable? It began:

"Britain is just as much exas-
perated by Japan's machinations 
and subterfuges in North China as 
by Germany's maneuverings in 
Europe." Britain, mind you! What 
does it matter to Britain—that is, 
to the British people—what Japan 
does in North China? Nothing. 
But it does matter to certain people 
in Britain, as these words later in 
the same cable explain: "Whitehall 
fears that China will be unable to 
meet  t he inter est  on  Bri t i sh 
loans because of the loss of 
revenue suffered through smug-
g l i ng . "  H er e  a g ai n  t he r e  i s  
no reason why Britain or the Brit-
ish Foreign Office should be un-
duly concerned. But we do know 
that Mr. Montagu Norman, Gover-
nor of the privately owned Bank of 
England, is greatly concerned. In 
our issue of May 8 last we drew 
attention to the publication in the 
London News-Chronicle on Nov-
ember 2, 1935, of this item: "The 
Governor of the Bank of England 
has decided—'arising out of the 
visit of Sir Frederick Leith Ross 
to China,' as the official statement 
puts it—to set up a Chinese Bond-
holders' Committee." We suggest 
that that committee—described by 
the News-Chronicle as a ver y 
strong one—is now showing its 
strength. We suggest that that 
committee, at the instigation of the 
same Montagu Norman and his 
fellow swindlers, is now pushing

Britain into war against Japan, 
with Australia as a helpless pawn 
in the game.

THE STAKES.
There is more at stake in this 

present struggle than the mere 
payment of interest on some tens of 
millions of bank-created money. 
Such defaults do not greatly 
matter to those who can create or 
destroy a million pounds by a 
mere entry in a bank ledger, by a 
mere drop of ink. At least they do 
not matter so long as they are made 
within the accepted rules of 
bankers' finance. Hence—in spite 
of all the talk about widows, 
orphans and retired clergymen—
there has been no great outcry 
over the numerous defaults to 
date, whether to Britain or by 
Britain, with one exception. That 
was in the case of Mr. Lang. who 
did not, like the others, plead 
poverty. Mr. Lang issued a 
challenge to the bankers. His 
challenge was taken up, and you 
know the sequel. Not only was he 
dismissed from office by the 
gentleman who now, as chief 
policeman in London, openly 
includes in his duties the 
protection of the Bank of England, 
but every lie that could be 
invented was issued through press, 
platform—aye, and pulpit—to 
discredit him and to terrify the 
people from voting him back into 
office. (We are not here concerned 
with whether Mr. Lang was right 
or wrong, but only with this 
particular aspect of his history.)

Japan is doing more than Mr. 
Lang did. Japan is not merely 
challenging individual financiers. 
She is openly challenging Bank of 
England—i.e., "orthodox"—finance, 
and she is winning all along the 
line. The Chinese smuggling is 
only a skirmishing episode. The 
worldwide success of Japanese 
trade is the main battlefront. And 
Japan is winning, not by her 
industrial efficiency (though she is 
highly efficient) but by her 
monetary manipulation. Japan can 
buy Indian raw materials in India, 
ship them to Japan, manufacture 
them there, ship them back to 
India, and undersell the Indians in 
their own market. And in India 
labour costs are about the lowest 
in the world. In effect, what 
Japan is doing is this: She is 
issuing monetary subsidies in such 
a way that her factories can export 
their goods at a price below 
financial accounting cost. She is 
utilising Social Credit principles in 
such a way that she is 
distributing a national dividend as 
it were, not to her own people but 
to her foreign customers. Japan, on 
a worldwide scale, is demonstrating 
how money can be made a 
servant instead of a master.  
And the world is beginning to 
realise this. Manufacturers in every 
country are commencing to under-
stand that neither Japan's cheap 
labour nor her industrial efficiency 
will bridge the gap between their 
prices and Japanese prices—
especially when they find Japan out-
bidding them in the purchase of 
raw materials (at our wool sales, 
for example).

It  comes to this, then, that 
Japan, while benefiting people like 
ourselves, is threatening the 
very existence—the power as well 
as the profit—of the money kings. 
She is threatening those who, in spite 
of what R. G. Menzies the other night 
inadvertently but very truly referred 
to as “the noise and tumult and 
exhibitionism and chicanery of 
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SLUMS A MATTER OF INCOME, 
SAYS ARCHBISHOP MANNIX.

Hundreds of people in Mel-
bourne had to live under conditions 
that were unfit for human beings 
and scarcely fit for animals. If the 
r ight steps had been taken long 
ago slums would never have ex-
isted. The real difficulty was that 
many people were trying to live 
on very insufficient income. Until 
people received incomes that would 
enable them to live decently he was 
afraid it was hopeless and useless 
to be talking about the abolition 
of s lums. It was incumbent that 
this condition of plenty on the one 
hand and poverty on the other 
should be remedied. To talk about 
slum abolition and ignore the root 
of the difficulty was simply plaster-
ing the question.

—Archbishop Mannix, July 12.

The Hon. H. V. C. Thorby, M.H.R., 
Assistant Minister for Commerce, 
Canberra.

Dear Sir,
Now that the Prime Minister and Sir H. Gullett 

seem to have more or less exhausted their powers 
of imagination in explaining away the Govern-
ment's vicious attack upon our woolgrowers, it 
appears to have devolved upon you, as an alleged 
representative of country interests, to take up the 
refrain. You are reported to have said in Adelaide 
on Friday: "I am satisfied that there is no danger 
of serious loss to wheat and wool exporting indus-
tries. There is not a wool sale until August 31, 
and by that date I am confident the trade dispute 
will be settled satisfactorily." And, at a civic re-
ception in Perth on Monday: "I personally assure 
you that all is well, and that nothing will react 
against our wheat and wool trade or anything else. 
The present position is being approached with the 
utmost friendliness by Japan and Australia."

Do you really think the Australian farmers and 
the Australian people generally are going to believe 
such absurdities? Surely you under-rate even the 
low standard of intelligence we have displayed in 
trusting the conduct of our national affairs to such 
men as yourself and your fellow Ministers. 
And, besides, the cables are daily giving the 
lie to your reassuring statements. On 
Wednesday, for instance, the press contained 
the following from Mr. Amau, given on behalf 
of the Japanese Foreign Office: “Japan was 
unable to consider as friendly Australia’s 
imposition of high duties on Japanese goods 

when Japan declined to reduce her exports by two-
thirds. Moreover, the new tariffs certainly were 
aimed at Japanese goods, although Australia de-
clared that they were not discriminatory. Japan 
could not suspend the Trade Protection Law un-
less Australia abandoned her new tariff policy." 
In face of that, how can you have the hardihood 
to talk of "the utmost friendliness" and a satis-
factory settlement before the end of next month? 
There is only one satisfactory way of settling 
our trade disputes with Japan, Britain, or anyone 
else. You indicated that you know that way in an 
address you gave to a dairying conference in Syd-
ney just before you left for the West, when you 
said: "Great Britain is prepared to take all 
Dominion products, but Australia must be prepared 
to buy British goods to create the credit for Britain 
to purchase Australian produce." ' This is very true, 
and it applies equally in the case of Japan, Ger-
many, France, Italy, Belgium and others, all of 
whom are prepared to take our products provided 
we make this feasible by taking theirs in exchange. 
Only one thing stops us from doing that (and 
thereby enriching ourselves) in all these instances. 
You know perfectly well what the obstacle is—a 
lack of MONEY manufactured in Australia—the 
manufacturing process consisting for the most part 
of making entries in ledgers.  And the Ministry of 
which you are a member could overcome this lack 
tomorrow, and so restore internal prosperity and 
external harmony. Instead of which it cries, Hands 
Off The Banks, and then proceeds to deal an 
uppercut to the community.

THE NEW TIMES
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of popular election”—she is 
threatening those who are our real, 
though non-elected rulers. And so 
these despots are out to crush 
Japan. That we may be crushed in 
the process also is of no import. 
The crushing of the people has 
never mattered to them.

THE SIGNS OF WAR
The war signals are about us in all 

directions.
Did you notice the other day a 

report from the English press that 
Britain will not allow Haile Selassie 
to return to his country through 
British territory in Africa, the only 
way now open? And d id  you  
notice, coinciding with it, a similar 
report that the Italians are blocking 
the embassy of Japan, a non-sanctionist 
country, from establishing itself in 
Abyssinia? Trif les these, but how 
significant if viewed as a quid pro 
quo?

Did you notice that our two ab-
sentee Australian warships are 
suddenly released from the Medi-
terranean and re turn ing to the 
waters of the ocean, which washes 
Australia and Japan?

Did you notice how, for some 
unexplained reason, our Federal 
Cabinet's noisy opposition to the 
British control of the whole of the 
England-Australia airmail route has 
suddenly subsided? And how 
seaplanes and not land 'planes are to  
be used?

Did you notice that Singapore is to 
be further strengthened and that more 
squadrons of bombers are to be sent 
east?

Have you ever wondered what is 
happening to all the munitions we 
are feverish ly turn ing out in  th is 
country, work ing day and night?

Do you see any significance in 
our sudden decision to manufacture 
bombers in Australia—before cars or 
tractors? Or in the huge immed iate 
expansion  at Por t Kembla of  
Australian Iron and Steel (that is, 
of Broken Hill Proprietary) which 
includes provision for a base for 
both land and sea planes?

CONDITIONS IN AUSTRALIA
Do all these things signify that 

this country is the prey to hidden 
and evil forces, driving us whither we 
would not go, pushing us nearer and 
nearer to the inevitable maelstrom?

Just by way of reminder, consider 
these items, taken almost at random 
from the press of the latter part of last 
week: —

July 8. —"Little hope of early 
establishment of a motor travelling 
welfare centre by the Victorian 
Baby Health Centres' Association . .
.. Much more money needed" (S u n ).

Establishment of a satisfactory 
Royal Melbourne Hospital on new 
site "would not be possible unless the 
present site, which in pre-depression 
times was worth £700,000 and would 
almost have paid for the project, 
could be realised on. The site was 
now worth only £450,000" (Sun).
July 9. —Lord   Mayor   of   Mel-
bourne launches appeal for £5000 
for     partially     blinded     soldiers, 
"many of them and their families 
being in   straitened   circumstances . . 
..    These men had lost their eyesight 
in fighting for their country, and 
had earned the admiration of all . . 
..    Mr. Hetherington, chairman of 
the appeal, pointed out that there 
were one thousand partial ly blinded 
soldiers in Victoria" (Age). "The 
plight of an elderly man on 
sustenance was described by   Mr. 
Murphy    in   the    Legislative   As-
sembly today, when he cited the 
case of  a  man  who was now re-
ceiving 28/- a week for sustenance 
work, but who would shortly reach 
the pension age of 65.    'This man 
has been to ld  that he must apply 
for the   pension   within   a   month, 
and that his sustenance pay will be 
stopped,’ said   Mr.   Murphy.    'He 
will then receive only 18/6 a week, 
and, as he has to pay 12/- a week 
rent, he would not be ab le to keep 
h is wife and h imself ’ ” (Herald).
“Convicted at Hawthorn of having 
hawked fruit while not licensed, --
--was f ined 1/- by Mr. T. D. 
O’Callaghan, P.M., who said he 
was to be congratu lated for his 
efforts to earn a l iving by hawking 
when he was 72 years o ld” (Sun).
Ju ly 10. —“Mr. Barry” ( in  the  

Legislative Assembly) "referred to 
the case of two newsboys who, he 
said, had been prosecuted by the 
Tramways Board for having sold 
newspapers on a tram. The boys 
had been convicted in the Children's 
Court, and, because the parents 
were too poor to pay the fine im-
posed, the boys had been threatened 
with committal to an institution" 
(Argus).

"Orphaned, suffering from
tuberculosis of the hip, unable to
get work after leaving school, he
drifted into dishonesty, -------20, 
told Judge Richardson in 
General Sessions today . . . He 
was sentenced to three months' im-
prisonment, to be suspended on his 
entering into a bond" (Herald).

July 11. —"Sydney. —The flota-
tion of a loan for defence pur-
poses was advocated today by Mr. 
F. W. Hughes at the annual meet-
ing of the Chamber of Manufac-
tures" (Sun).

" 'Although my observations con-
vinced me that there is no imme-
diate prospect of war, the dangers 
for the future are so great that 
Empire countries should prepare 
their defences,' said the Premier of 
New South Wales (Mr. Stevens)" 
(Herald).

So there you have on the one 
hand the abyss of poverty in every 
direction. We can't afford a car 
for the Baby Health Centres; we 
can't afford a decent hospital, be-
cause land has gone down in finan-
cial value; the best we can do for 
blinded soldiers is to appeal for a 
fiver a head, or, rather, a fiver per 
family; we watch the 65th birth-
day of a sustenance worker to re-

duce him from 28/- to 18/6 a week; 
we convict a man of seventy-two, 
whom we have reduced to hawking 
fruit at that age; we threaten with 
gaol destitute boys from destitute 
families, who dare to invade a tram-
car  w ith  their newspapers; we 
make no prov is ion (o ther  than 
gaol) for a consumptive orphan.

And on the other hand our 
"leaders" talk of war and loans to 
defend our liberties and prosperity. 
They deliberately impoverish us in 
order to f ire  the f irst shots in a 
trade war. They deliberate ly set 
out on the headlong path to military 
war.

Who is driving Australia into 
war?

YOUR   CHOICE—YOUR 
RESPONSIBILITY

Which do YOU want—do you 
want war on Japan, or do you want 
war on poverty? Do you want to 
set right, at once, the scandalous 
injustices just related, and the scan-
dalous conditions, which bring them 
about, and for which there is no 
real necessity whatever?

Why should a hospital be held 
up because the bankers have altered 
the money value (not the real 
value) of a block of land? Why 
should a man of 72 have to hawk 
fruit? Why should people be pay-
ing a fee for the licence to turn 
over a garbage tip? Why should 
men, women and children be starv-
ing and destitute all over this lovely 
land, which Almighty God has 
blessed so generously?

This is a question, which YOU 
must answer. This is a respon-
sibility, which, if you are 21 
years of age, is your 
responsibility. For you have a 
vote. You have the power to 
alter what is not right.

Never mind how. If you have 
money you go to a shopkeeper 
and demand results. You ask for 
an article that will so the th ings 
you want, either in wear or in 
use. If you have money you go 
to those in charge of transport

It is not possible for the average 
Australian citizen to assess 
accurately what is happening, or 
is likely to happen in New Zea-
land. For he must rely on what 
fare the banker-inspired press is 
willing to place before him. From 
the medley of reports dealt out 
from time to time it is possible, 
however, to draw two fairly de-
finite conclusions.

The one is that Mr. Savage is 
throwing out a real challenge to 
the bankers.

The other is that a crucial stage 
has been reached in the reforms, 
which Mr. Savage desires to in-
stitute.

THE MONOPOLY CHAL-
LENGED.

In these columns Mr. Savage's 
remarks anent the public credit 
and its use in the interests of the 
people have already received pub-
licity. Mr. Savage has now gone 
a step further and has announced 
that interest rates on New Zea-
land's oversea debt belong to a 
bygone age, that they are too 
high, and that an opportunity will 
shortly be afforded to the owners 
of the debt to arrange for a reduc-
tion. This suggestion, in all 
conscience, seems to be sufficient-
ly mild compared with the pseudo-

voluntary conversions forced on 
English and Australian bond-
holders, and the decision of Bri-
tain to discontinue payment of 
war indebtedness to America.

The City of London, never-
theless, immediately raised a 
howl about sanctity of contract, 
injury to credit, default, and what 
not. New Zealand stocks were 
marked down several points in 
an endeavour to frighten Mr. 
Savage back to orthodoxy, or, 
failing that to create an atmo-
sphere preparatory to a campaign 
of  vilification. The fall in market 
price in stocks has once more been 
paraded as an automatic result of 
the operation of natural law 
whereas it is no such thing. It is 
simply a banker-produced 
phenomenon, which should not 
now frighten anyone with a me-
mory long enough not to have for-
gotten the shameless rigging of 
the market before and after Mr. 
Lang's dismissal from office in 
New South Wales.

It is to be hoped that Mr. 
Savage will not only fight tooth 
and nail the City of London's 
claim to draw perpetual tribute 
of interest from ink-pot created 
indebtedness, but will go into the 
whole question of ownership of 
New Zealand's public debt, both 
overseas and local.

A RISE IN PRICES
It is reported also from New 

Zealand that a rise in prices of 
goods and services has taken 
place as a consequence of legis-
lation raising wages and reducing 
working hours.

In   this   phenomenon   we   find

and demand results. You ask to be 
taken to the place where you want 
to go. You don't enquire into the 
technical processes of manufacturing 
goods; you don't inquire how the 
tram, train, car, ship or 'plane is 
constructed. You leave that to the 
technical men.

It is far easier to abolish poverty 
in Australia than to construct a 
heavier-than-air machine that will 
fly—the latter requires invention, 
the former only adjustment. There 
is no fear of this country being in-
volved in war unless we cheat our 
neighbours or poke our nose into 
other people's quarrels.

It is your business to abolish 
poverty and to keep out of war 
by demanding results from 
your Federal member. What 
money is in your private life as 
an individual, your vote is in 
your public life as a citizen. 
Use it—not only at elections, 
but all the time. The Member 
of Parliament is the counsel 
you have briefed to appear for 
you. 

KEEP HIM INSTRUCTED.

one of the stiffest hurdles in the 
path of the monetary reformer; 
and it is possible for Mr. Savage 
to surmount it only by the direct 
issue of consumer credit, and by 
price regulation in accordance 
with the just price discount. Credit 
issued through production or 
public works leaves behind it an 
equivalent amount of costs and 
charges to be met by the commu-
nity, and will do nothing; to bridge 
the existing gap between incomes 
and prices. On the contrary, it 
must ultimately expand that gap 
if there is no system of price 
regulation and no prevention of 
premature withdrawal and 
cancellation of money. The 
present order of things is that the 
price of an article is what it will 
fetch, and prices of existing 
consumable goods can rise to 
mop up money paid out in respect 
of the construction of factories, 
public works, etc. (which don't 
become an immediate charge 
against consumers). This is true 
inflation, and its effects were seen 
with the expansion of production 
during the war and in the 
ensuing "boom" years. Rising 
prices filch the purchasing 
power of money, and are the 
cruelest form of taxation. Rising 
prices, however, need not attend 
industrial expansion or improved 
conditions of labour.

The Social Credit technique 
provides for the issue of debt-
free consumer credit. It pro-
vides control of prices to the ex-
tent that producers must sell at 
a fair profit. But it goes further. 
It provides that completed goods 
and services shall be sold to the 
community at a figure, which is 
less than actual financial cost plus 
profit.

The vendors' books are squared 
by an issue of credit, the sole 
function of which is to square 
such books. In performing that 
function it goes automatically to 
cancellation. There can be no 
inflation, i.e., rising prices, for 
the issue of credit takes place 
after the sale of goods and ser-
vices at a lower price.

It is a principle of a sound 
money system that money must 
not be retired from a community 
except in the proportion that ag-
gregate consumption bears to 
aggregate production. In the 
modern world production is 
greater than consumption. There 
is a continual appreciation of real 
wealth.

The price discount is only com-
mon sense and ensures that the 
balance of real wealth remaining 
in the community's hands shall 
still be represented by money in 
the community's pocket.

It is now up to Mr. Savage to 
pursue this end with that steady 
and unostentatious purposeful-
ness which has so far character-
ised his endeavours to place life 
above money. It is not simply the 
amount of money in a community, 
which counts. It is the amount 
of money in relation to the prices, 
which must be met. The core of 
the problem is cost.

The price discount is the only 
effective weapon yet devised 
against the bankers' bogey of in-
flation, and we offer it to Mr. 
Savage with our heartiest good 
wishes for his further progress.

"WHERE IS THE ----- ?"

N E W  Z E A L A N D ' S C R E D I T  A N D
P R IC E S

By AQUARIUS

New Times
SHOPPING

GUIDE
P A T R O N IS E     T H E S E  

A D V E R T IS E R S .
T h e ir  ad v e rt is e m e nt  he lp s y o u r  

p a p e r .  S a y  y o u  s a w  i t  i n  t h e  " N e w  
T im e s . "

S E C T I O N  1
ABBOTSFORD.

HOLLINS, L.  H.,  405  Victoria  St. 
Motor Repairs of All Kinds. J 2047.

AUBURN.
BLACK CAT LIBRARY and Ladies' 
Hairdrsr. 639 Burw'd Rd. Haw. 1779.

BLACKBURN.
" A "  G R A D E  M O T O R  E N G I N E E R S .
Station   Garage, Whitehorse   Road. 
WX 1490.
HAIRDRESSER and Tobacconist. 
Ladies'   and   Gents.'.   Wright,   122 
South Parade.
MOTOR  REPAIRS,  Straton's. Better 
Service. Lower Cost. WX 2748.

BOX HILL.
CHAS.  L.  COX,  TAILOR.      Men's 
and Boys' Wear.   285 Station Street. 
CHEMIST.    F. Cheshire, For Your 
Prescriptions.    270 Station St. 
CYCLE SHOP and Oxywelding. 
"Alwin", Station St., South of Rly. 
DRESSMAKER.     Mrs. Evans. Station 
Street, opp.  Baptist Church. 
FURNITURE REMOVERS. Gill Bros., 
254 Station St.   WX 2073 
G. JARVIS, GREY TAXI. Day and 
Night Service.    WX 1665. 
GROCER, W. M. Anderson, 14 Main 
St.     WX 1233.
HAIRDRESSER and Tobacconist. L. 
Larsen, Station St., opp. Gilpin's. 
IRONMONGER & SPORTS STORE. 
Frank P. Park, 10 Main St. WX1290. 
MARS LAUNDRY CO.    WX 2662. 
Pick up & Deliver. Quality G'teed. 
RADIO   &  ELECTRICAL,  Foster's, 
W'horse Rd. Hotpoint Agent. WX2581 
STATION MOTORS. Rennie's Taxis. A. 
Hulme, Motor Engineer. WX1946. 
TAILOR, J. G. Penson, 227 Station 
Street.    Suits Hand Made from 95/-. 
W. A. MOODY, 1014 W'horse Rd. 
Fruit, Vegetables Delivered Daily. 
WATCHMAKER and Jeweller. 
Barnes.     Station Street.     Repairs.

CARNEGIE.
P. A. McWHINNEY, Grocer, Con-
fectioner. Opposite State School.

CITY.
ANNOUNCING Naytura Cafe Health 
Service & Store. Free dietetic advice. 
300 Lt. Collins St. C 5001.
ATTENTION! Naytura Hostel. Vege-
tarian Guest House. Accom. State & 
Inter. Guests. Haw. 74.
BLINDS of every sort. Car curtains 
repaired. T. Pettit, 235A Queen St.
CAKES, PASTRY, etc. Home Made 
"Clovelly," The Block, Elizabeth St. 
Cent. 255.
C O L O N I A L    B U I L D I N G     C O ., 4 65
Collins St., MU 1930.    Call for free 
booklet on home building.
DAVIS, 568 Bourke St.  Royal 
Medal Milkers, Separators, Engines.
D O U G L A S  S O C I A L  C R E D I T  
B O O K S H O P .      1 6 6   L it.   C o ll in s   S t.
D R Y   C L E A N I N G   &  R E P A I R S .
"Saville," Leonard House, Eliz. St., 5th 
Floor.
E. E. DAVIS, Bookseller, 201 Bourke St. 
Latest Books on Current Politics, etc.
GINGER JAR CAFE, 238 Flinders Lane 
(4 doors from Swanston St.). Best 3-
course meal in city. 
JAS. JENNINGS, 211 Queen St., and 6 
Regent Arc. Optician, 73 years est.  
Testing Free.
MAISON MERLIN, Natl. Bank Bldg., 
271 Collins St. Ladies' Hairdressers. 
MILLINERY, Noble's Salon, 7th FL, 
Kurrajong House, opp. George's. 
NORGROVE'S, Brassfounders, 355 
P.O. Place. Nameplates, stencils, rubber 
stamps.
OPTICIAN, A. C. Gaddes, MU 1582. 
State Savings Bank Arcade, Eliz. St. 
O.S. FROCKS & Coats. Mod. Prices. 
Kelleher's, Block Court, 3rd Floor. 
PRINTING. E. E. GUNN. Off 600 Lit. 
Bourke St. Cent 6021.
QUICK SERVICE TABACCO 
KIOSK, Equitable Place. Buy your 
Smokes here!
TAILOR, Dependable Suit for 130/-. 
P. Whitcroft, next Newspaper House.
TAILOR, High Class; H. Stackpoole, 
Leonard Hse., 44 Eliz. St. Cent. 5268.

(Continued on page 3.)

T h e  R o y a l  A g r i c u l tu r a l  
S o c i e t y ' s  o v e r d r a f t  a t  J u n e  3 0  
w a s  £ 6 5 ,7 2 1 ,  i t w a s    a n n ou n ce d    
a t   th e    c o u n c i l  m e e t i n g  y e s te r d a y .

" W i t h  t h a t  a m o u n t  a n d  w h a t  w e  
o w e  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t ,  i t  w i l l  t a k e  
u s  a b o u t  5 0  y e a r s  t o  s h o w  a  
c l e a n  sh e e t, ”  sa id     th e    p r e s id e n t     
(S ir  C h a r le s  M e rret t ) .

— M e l b o u r n e  " S u n ,"  J u l y  1 5 .
L u c k y  S o c i e t y !  I n  t h e  la s t  3 5  

y e a r s  A u s t r a l ia 's  n a t io n a l  d e b t  h a s  
in c r e a s e d  b y  6 0 0  p e r  c e n t .  T a k in g  
o u r  p r e s e n t p o s i t i o n  a s  a  n e w  
s ta r t i n g  p o i n t ,  t h is  g i v e s  u s  th e  
p r o s p e c t ,  in  a n o th e r  5 0  y e a r s , o f  
o w i n g  o v e r  £ 1 0 ,0 0 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 .  B y  
t h a t  t i m e ,  m a y b e ,  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  
t h e  A g r i c u l tu r a l  S o c i e t y  w o n ' t  
m a t te r  m u c h .

Now that an expenditure of 
£224,000 more was proposed for 
drainage for the Koo-wee-rup and 
Cardinia areas, the Commission 
wanted to know how it was to be 
financed.
—Evidence   on   behalf   of   
Victorian State Water Supply 
Commission before Royal 
Commission on Water Supply, 
July 14.

* * *
They might constitute a trinity of 
Commissions by co-opting the 
Monetary Commission, and all 
rack their brains. Meantime there 
is no suggestion of a lack of men or 
tools.



We have to obtain from every 
elector an agreement with a de-
finite policy which embodies his 
immediate desires, and a signed 
pledge from him that he will not 
vote for any candidate who does 
not undertake to see that that 
policy is carried out.

We do not say to the elector that 
if he will elect us we will give him 
what he wants; in fact, we do not 
care who is elected. What we are 
offering is to put forward to who-
ever the elected may be, the elec-
torate's demand that he shall ar-
range to give them what they 
want. We repudiate the qualifica-
tions of elected representatives of 
the people to act as experts—to tell 
existing experts how to do their 
jobs—but we demand under pen-
alty of political extinction that they 
shall tell those experts to do what 
the people want them to do. This 
differentiates our campaign from 
any other form of political action, 
since we are not asking to be put 
into power in order to give people 
what we think is good for them. 
We simply ask people for their 
agreement on what they themselves 
think is good for them, and that 
they will elect only those members 
who will see that this is done.

It is not necessary, therefore, and 
it is in fact undesirable, when 
talking to the electors, to discuss 
any technical matter, but simply to 
stress the facts of physical abun-
dance in order to show them that 
it is possible for people to have 
what they want without calling for 
sacrifices from anybody else, and 
to ask them to demand a higher 
personal income with complete 
security by means of the National 
Dividend.

It will be seen that this trans-
cends the idea of party politics, 
which is a subtle perversion of 
democracy.

If everyone concerned to end 
the present situation of misery and 
insecurity will throw himself whole 
heartedly behind the campaign to 
demand results he can rest assured 
that poverty will be abolished and 
real democracy established more 
quickly and more easily than in 
any other way. In fact this way 
is the only way. So bend your 
shoulders to the task. Begin today 
by signing the Parliamentary form 
appearing below. Get others of your 
household to sign it also. Bring it

under the notice of your friends 
and in every other way get other 
signatures to strengthen your own. 
Remember—WHAT YOU DE-
MAND TODAY PARLIAMENT 
WILL GRANT TOMORROW.

Official weekly bulletin of 
People's Movement to Abolish 
Poverty (by non-party political ac-
tion), Room 8, The Block, Elisa-
beth Street, Melbourne, Box 621, 
G.P.O., Melbourne.

Address all communications to 
Box 621, G.P.O., Melbourne.

Pledge forms available from 
above address, 10/- per 1000; l/-
per 100. Postage extra.

Campaign Notes
BOX HILL.
The Electoral Campaign was in-

augurated in Box Hill at a meeting 
held at Moye's Cafe on Thursday, 
July 9.

In spite of the severity of the 
weather the attendance was a good 
one, and all present were obviously 
enthusiastic about the Campaign. 
Following upon a cultured address 
from Mr. Glover, of Central Head-
quarters, the meeting appointed a 
District Supervisor, who was de-
puted to organise the systematic 
canvass of the electorate at once.

The Supervisor, Mr. Miles, took 
the names of several volunteers 
for active service, and he hopes to 
have completed the necessary or-
ganising before the next meeting 
on Thursday, July 23, so that 
workers may be allotted their 
specific duties. In the meantime 
several members have undertaken 
to make an immediate start, and 
an account of their work should 
prove helpful. All concerned are 
very sanguine of the final result.

PORT MELBOURNE.
That indefatigable worker, Mrs. 

Barty, has started the ball rolling 
in this district, which has been so 
heavily hit by present circum-
stances. Playing the part of a lone 
wolf this tireless lady has achieved 
in only a week splendid results. 
Already she has taken out her 
second batch of Pledge Forms and 
bids fair to set a standard for can-
vassing desirable to emulate but 
difficult to attain.

In these progressive days, when 
weapons have far outstripped de-
fence, it is difficult to believe that 
at one time defence caught up 
with weapons.

By the 13th century plate ar-
mour had become so efficient that 
it was practically impossible to 
kill a man inside it. This was 
known to historians as the period 
of the Great Deadlock, and to 
scientists as the Dark Ages.

Educated as we are in the prin-
ciples of Efficiency, or Getting 
Things Done, we can see how 
dreadfully stagnant the Middle 
Ages were.

Bolted and riveted into his ser-
vice kit, a knight presented an 
impenetrable front to the world, 
and an equally impervious coat 
and trousers. He was the only 
sardine in the tin, but he could 
not be extracted.

An absent-minded knight could 
walk right through a battle think-
ing of something else. If you 
came up behind him and gave him 
a sock with an axe, as like as not 
he would put his hand up to his 
ear and say, "Did anybody 
knock?"

There were no rubber-spliced 
handles or other shock absorbers, 
so the usual result of swotting a 
man was that you only stung 
your hand.

Killing being difficult, all 
knights could do was to push each 
other about, and tactics were con-
fined mainly to those of a Rugby 
scrum. The contestants chose 
a flat field, suitable for straight 
shoving, and the fight ended by 
one side being pushed into the 
nearest ditch, river, or swamp.

The only casualties were the 
lower orders who couldn't af-
ford tin suits.

DISGRACEFULLY LOW 
CASUALTIES

The disgracefully low level of 
casualties was exemplified by the 
battle of Brenville, as early as 
the 12th century, between Henry 
I. and the Duke of Normandy's 
son. Only 12 were killed.

With the low death rate of 
battles the glory of war grew 
dim. I f  i t  hadn't  been for  
plagues, bad drains and the rise 
of the medical profession, the 
population would have increased 
beyond control.

It is true that if your enemy 
fell down his armour was so 
heavy that he could not get up 
again.  In tha t case you had 
to find a horse and cart and take 
him to the nearest blacksmith be-
fore you could get the meat out 
of the can. But by the time the 
means of transport was ready, his 
esquire had erected a crane and 
set him back on his feet, and the 
fight had to begin all over again.

The only advantage was com-
mercial. As a knight couldn't 
kill his opponent, he took him 
prisoner and sold him to his 
family for cash. Enterprising 
merchants sometimes effected the 
transaction on a commission 
basis.

The fortunes of the great 
Gresham family, whose trade 
mark, the grasshopper, now 
surmounts the Royal Exchange, 
are said to have been founded by a 
man who got the idea of buying 
up captured knights wholesale and 
selling them retail to their 
families.

One notable attempt to end the 
deadlock was the invention of the 
halberd. This was evolved in 
sheer desperation by a knight who 
had broken 10 new swords on the 
head of an opponent. As each 
trusty blade snapped, the pros-
trate foe raised his visor and gave 
the smiter what was subsequently 
known as the raspberry.

So at the next battle, the 
knight, who was of an inventive 
turn of mind, turned up with the 
new gadget. The halberd, as 
you see by its shape, was in fact a 
large tin opener. Instead of 
wasting cutlery by swiping vainly 
at an unyielding surface, the 
holder applied the point under one 
of the plates of his opponents 
armour and began to cut round. 
The other, feeling a draught, 

realised that an entrance was be-
ing made to his domain, and 
yielded.

But the success of the halberd 
was short-lived. Knights took 
to carrying handsaws, with 
which they would begin to saw 
through the handle of the halberd 
as soon as the point was applied. 
So once again defence caught up 
with attack and the deadlock 
continued.

This might have gone on in-
definitely but for three things: 
Imperialism, National Greatness 
and Progress.
THE FAR-FLUNG EMPIRE

About that time, England be-
gan to get great and start an Em-
pire. Empire making means get-
ting about and covering a lot of 
ground and generally being far-
flung. You cannot far-fling your-
self in heavy armour.

So in order to become great 
we began discarding our armour 
piece by piece to allow for what 
history calls "the extended mili-
tary operations of the period." 
Casualty lists appeared again, 
and once more weapons got ahead 
of defence. This was as it should 
be, as an Empire is something 
anybody is glad to die for. Ask 
any corpse.

Fortunately the population be-
gan to increase rapidly, so there 
was a never-failing supply of 
weapon - stoppers. Then, as 
Science developed, and inventive 
genius began to flower with the 
starward lift of human thought, 
we entered upon the great period 
of the Mass Product ion of 
Corpses.

Thus does the aspiring soul of 
man struggle ever upwards to the 
Light, impelled from beneath by 
TNTS4N3PhX.

Looking back from our lofty 
pinnacle of Enlightenment, it is 
hard to believe that only a few 
centuries back a man not only 
had to see his enemy before he 
could hit him, but couldn't kill 
him even when he did.
THE LANGUAGE OF THE 

PAST
With the achievement of aerial 

warfare, man finally abandoned 
all ideas of defence. Politicians 
still talk of defence, of course, but 
politicians always do talk in the 
language of a previous period. 
When swords are obsolete they 
talk of not sheathing the sword, 
in the same way, now that science 
has announced the futility of gas-
masks, they order everyone to 
have gas-mask drill.

This is all as it should be. How 
else could we keep down a grow-
ing number of unemployed?

I did submit a design for cover-
ing England with a bombproof 
roof, in the form of a huge tank 
filled with water to catch all fall-
ing missiles. I pointed out that 
with the invention of artificial 
sunlight and air-conditioning, we 
don't really need a sky. But the 
idea was turned down, doubtless 
because it threatened us with the 
preservation of the proletariat 
and increased taxation. I see 
my mistake now.

The last and most deadly wea-
pon is the motorcar. This happy 
invention was most opportune, as 
it enables us in peacetime to 
maintain a casualty list far ex-
ceeding that of war.

By the straightening of roads 
and the improvement of surfaces, 
every effort is made to increase 
the efficiency of this lethal wea-
pon.

I once presented a plan for anti-
motor defence, by making all 
roads zig-zagged, with sharp 
bends every 50 yards, so that cars 
could not get up speed. But it 
was pointed out to me that if that 
was done, someone would invent 
cars with highly sprung legs so 
that they could jump over the 
hedges and land on pedestrians 
from above.

Besides, as a friend observed, 
in a pitying tone, if cars were 
not to go as fast as they could, 
there would be no casualties.

“Do you want to go back to 
the Middle Ages?” he said.
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TH E   P EO P LE 'S   M O V EM EN T   TO  
A B O L ISH    P O V E R T Y

(BY NON-PARTY   POLITICAL ACTION.)

How to End Poverty and Insecurity

E L E C T O R A L  C A M P A I G N
BELOW is the form Parliamentary   electors   are   being asked to 
sign.     Please read it carefully, sign   (if you have not done so 
already), and   send   it  (1d. stamp) to: THE PEOPLE’S MOVE-
MENT TO ABOLISH POVERTY, Room 8, The Block, ELIZA-
BETH STREET, MELBOURNE, C.1.

W E  W I L L  A B O L I S H  P O V E R T Y  
E l e c to r ' s  D e m a n d  a n d  U n d e r ta k i n g

1. I know that there are goods in plenty, so that poverty is quite
unnecessary.

2. I want, before anything else, poverty abolished.
3. I want, too, national dividends distributed to me and every 

Australian so that we can buy all we want of the goods that are 
now destroyed and the production that is restricted.

4. These dividends must not increase   prices   or   taxes or deprive
owners of their property or   decrease its relative value.

5. In a democracy like Australia, Parliament exists to make the
will of the people prevail.

6. So I pledge myself to vote for any candidate who will undertake
to support the abolition   of poverty and the issue of national
dividends and to vote consistently against any party trying to
put any other law-making before this.   

7. If the present M.P.  here  won't undertake  this   I  will  vote  for
some other party, and keep on changing until my policy has been
achieved.

Signed....................................... .....................................................................

Signed..............................................................................................................

Address...........................................................................................................

Note. —In answer to requests the space for signatures has been 
in creased to  enable tw o res id ents a t th e sam e  add ress (such  as 
h usband and  w ife) to  sign  th e one  form . Fu rthe r form s  m ay b e had 
on  ap plication  to  The P eople ’s M ovem ent to  A b olish Poverty, B ox 
6 21, M elb ou rn e.

(S ignatures w ill be trea ted con fid entia l ly.)

KEEP   THE   NUMBERS   DOWN! 
Populations Are So Expensive

By "YAFFLE," in "Reynolds   News."

New Times
SHOPPING

GUIDE
PATRONISE THESE

ADVERTISERS. 
Their advertisement helps your 

paper.      Say you saw it in the "New 
Tunes."

S E C T I O N  2
( C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  2 . )

DARLING.
EST AT E AG ENT , J. W h ite, 1  
Illow a  St.     UY  6521 .

ELSTERNWICK.
H . L . SER CO M B E, Pty. L td ., 70 
G le n h u n t ly  R d . D a ir y  P ro d u ce  
Specia lists.

E L W O O D .
T H E    D U C H E Y    L IB R A R Y ,   3    O r-
m on d  roa d .    N ew  B o ok s  W e ek ly .

F A I R F I E L D .  
B UT C H ER , 93  S ta tion  St. A rth u r  B . 
H ea th  S o l ic i ts  Y ou r  P a tronage.

FITZROY.
F RISB Y , T ., 17  Sm ith  St. Press Too l 
M a k er . Jigs , T oo ls  a nd  F ix tu res . 
S ta m p in gs  to  th e  T ra d e ,

F O O T S C R A Y .
B O O T  REP AIRS.    A    A . Ta ylor . 
Stat ion  R a m p , W h ile U  W a it S ervice.  
M ASSEY 'S   G ARAGE ,   W 'twn    R d. 
T h e H om e o f M o to r  R econ d it io n in g .

G L E N F E R R I E .
O P TIC IAN, W    W . N icho lls, 10 0  
G len fer r ie  R d .    H a w . 58 45 .
SUIT S T O O RD E R from  70 /-.
A. S u th er la n d , 18 4  G len f er r ie R d .

IVANHOE.
B O O T  REP AIRS. J. Fra ser Solicits 
Y our C u stom . 130  U pper H 'b erg  R d . 
UP H OLSTERER . B linds &  B edding. 
D uk e's, 11 1  H eid elberg  R d . Iva n . 626 .

K E W .
AND ER SO N'S, 141  H igh  St. Au tho r ised  
N ew sag en t.   H a w . 1 145 .
B. M cN AM ARA, 113  H igh  S t. H a w .
37 85 .     N ew sag en t,    Sta tion er     and
L ib ra ry .
C.K EN NE DY .    G rocer .    Ha w . 229 . 
O p p . C em et er y  C lo ck , P a rk h il l  R d . E . 
W HIT E.    10 9  H igh  S t. C o n fect ion ery  
a n d  S m ok es . 
FLO RIST,    "M a yfa ir,"    Haw.    1452  
C o th a m  R d ., n ea r  G len fer r ie  R d .
G IB SO N'S,   H igh    St.,    opp.   R ia lto  
H o s ie r y , U n d e r w ea r  a n d  A p r o n s . 
K EW  DR Y  CL EANE RS.    Ag en t, A . I . 
Fra ser , 18 2  H igh  St. H a w . 37 33 . 
L A D IE S ' H a ird ress in g , H ats ,  e tc . 
B u r n ie   Sa lo n ,  c r .  C o th a m  R d . a n d  
M a r y  S t .
M . J. M A RTIN , 15 7  H igh  St.   H a w . 
37 94 .      S h oe S to re, S h oe R epa irs . 
W IC K ERW ARE  a nd  R epa irs.  Pram  
R en o va tion s . L . P a v it t , 29 4  H igh  S t.

MALVERN.
F R O C K S  &  K N I T W E A R  T o  O rd e r.
L . M . F a irb r o th er , 2 4 1  H ig h  S t . ( &  5 5  
K o or n a n g  R d .,  C a rn eg ie ) .

NORTHCOTE.
GRAY    &   JOHNSON,   Pty.    Ltd.,
L e a d in g  L a n d  a n d  E s ta te A g e n ts . 7 4 2  
H ig h  S t .,  T h o rn b u r y .

SPRINGVALE.
DAIRY , M . B ow ler . B u ck in gh a m  A v e.
R .  M A C K A Y  &  S O N S .
G en era l S to rek e ep ers .   U M  926 9 .

W I L L I A M S T O W N .
D O N B . F ISK E N , B a k er. 1 22  D o u g la s 
P a rad e.
DUN STAN,  D AIRY M AN .
28  Stat ion  R d .   'P h on e, W 'tow n  124 .

WINDSOR.
E. CO O KE, 49  Chapel St. W in . 8044. 
H ig h  C la ss  B u tc h er  ( C a s h ) .

R E A D

"SOC IAL 
C R ED IT '

O F F I C I A L  O R G A N  O F  T H E
S O C I A L  C R E D I T  S E C R E T A R I A T , LT D .
1 6 3 a  S t r an d ,  L o n d o n  (C h a ir m an , M a j o r 

C .  H .  D o u g las ) .

A u th o r ita t ive N e w s  a nd  V iew s  o f The 
World Movement for Social Credit.

Subscription Rate 11/- (sterling) for 
One Year may be obtained from the 
Douglas Credit Movement, Block 
Arcade, Elizabeth Street, Melbourne.
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The Finances of the 
" Argus "

Not often has there been pub-
lished a document more damning 
to banker finance or more heart-
ening to monetary reformers than 
that put out by the Melbourne 
Argus last week in connection 
with its conversion into a limited 
liability company. As a news-
paper the Argus has long ob-
served a very high standard from 
the technical aspect of journal-
ism.  Its reports as a rule are 
ful ler and more rel iable than 
those of most other daily papers 
in Australia, and particularly in 
Victoria.  It  has avoided,  t i l l  
very recently, at all events, the 
ye l l ow j ou r na l i sm  o f  t he  
Herald and the tabloid 
scrappiness of the Sun. Its 
literary qualities have been far 
superior t o  t hose  of  t he  Ag e.  
And  i t  can sti l l  give them al l  
many points in technical make-
up and the presentation of news. 
Most important of all ,  the 
Argus, as far back as one can 
remember, has had a definite and 
positive policy; it has never been 
a rail-sitter. According to the 
reader's own viewpoint, he has 
known whether to accept Argus 
editorials as gospel or exactly how 
many degrees to allow for cross 
winds when calculating his bear-
ings. Of what other Australian 
newspaper except the Sydney 
Morning Herald can the same be 
said?

And now the Argus is to be-
come a million pound company, 
with a present paid-up capital of
£655,000.  As a consequence, 
the public is let into some of the 
secrets of its finances. And what 
secr et s ! In  1925  the  Argus  
made a profit  of £203,000. By 
1928 this had progressively 
dropped to £103,000. By 1932 
a continuation of the process re-
sulted in a loss for the year of
£426. Still the same paper, re-
member, still the same technical 
excellence —and still the same

policy! For the nine months 
ended March 31 last the audited 
statement shows a net profit of 
£19,260, subject to certain ad-
justments. Three of these ad-
justments are: (1) income taxes; 
(2) interest on a mortgage of 
£100,000; (3) interest on a bank 
overdraft, which at that date stood 
at £242,000. Make those ad-
justments for yourself, and what 
would be the resultant trading 
position of the Argus?

As to the new company's capital 
position, the vendors show, in 
their statement of March 31 last, 
a surplus of assets over liabilities 
of £280,000. This again is sub-
ject to two important conditions. 
One is the realisable value of land, 
buildings, plant, stocks, cable 
services, etc., at £519,000; the 
other is a valuation for goodwill 
of £100,000.  Would you care 
to give £ 100,000 for the goodwill 
of an enterprise with the trading 
results just  disclosed? And i f 
the Argus had been shut down 
with the Star, by the t ime the 
bank and the mortgagee had been 
satisfied would any assets at all 
have remained from a forced sale? 
What a position for a paper which 
ten years ago was making a net 
£203,000 a year! What a posi-
tion, even at its own valuation, 
that the net capital assets of the 
Argus proprietary should now 
be less than the equivalent of 
eighteen months' trading profit a 
decade ago! What a commentary 
on the wisdom of the financial 
policy to which it so ardently sub-
scribes!

And the new company—what 
of its prospects? After all lia-
bilities have been met, of the new 
cash put up—£330,000—there 
will remain as working capital 
only £35,000. Given another 
financial squeeze, how long be-
fore the company again gets into 
the bank's hands?

Who will conduct the policy? 
The original vendors will hold 
£325,000, the new shareholders 
£300,000. And Sir George 
Fairbairn, holding £30,000, will 
be in a position to throw his 
weight very effectively on either 
side of any argument that may 
develop. In what direction, should 
any such difference arise, is Sir 
George's influence likely to be 
thrown? We cannot say, but we 
do know that (1) Sir George is a 
bright young fellow of 81, and 
that (2) the company boards he 
has decorated include Dalgety 
and Co., the Union Trustee Co., 
and the A.M.P. Society, while 
his clubs are the Melbourne and 
the Australian. Sir George is 
therefore what  is popularly 
termed a bankers' man. Is there 
likely to be any change in the 
policy of the new Argus?

Actually the abridged prospec-
tus publ ished by the Argus 
i tself tells us that we may 
expect no change. “The 
directors,” it says, “are 
conscious of the importance of 
maintaining the established 
pol icy of the Argus…No 
radical alterat ions in pol icy of 
in features will be made with-

out careful deliberation . . . "  
Ample proof of this was given as 
recently as last Monday, when 
the Argus said editorially: "The 
Government should cease to treat 
the large residue of chronic work-
shys and unemployables as inno-
cent vict ims of a scarcity of 
work." There is the same old 
Argus for you.

We said that the Argus state-
ment of affairs is heartening to 
monetary reformers. And is it 
not? We know well that other 
newspapers have shown little 
practical sympathy for the re-
form movement which has grown 
so rapidly of recent years, and 
particularly for removing the 
causes of our needless suffering, 
of which the chief is the mono-
poly's st ranglehold over  our 
money suppl ies.  But  at least 
none of them has shown the same 
bitter hostility to the mere discus-
sion of the necessary and inevit-
able changes. What other paper 
in Australia would pen so cal-
lous and so obviously untrue a 
statement as that about "the large 
residue of chronic work-shys"? 
The Argus has had to drink to 
the dregs the bitter gall of public 
humiliation—and no one is sym-
p a t h e t i c . The Argus, on its 
own financial statement, is now 
revealed as the last in the world 
who should venture to pose as 
any sort of an authority or ad-
viser on finance—and can "mone-
tary cranks" be blamed if they 
snigger a little?

Company Makes a
Profit, But Bank

Won't Allow
Dividend

An excellent example of how 
thoroughly industry is now at the 
mercy of our banking monopolists 
was provided in Sydney last 
week. Speaking at the annual 
meeting of Greater J. D. Williams 
Amusement Co., Mr. K. W. As-
prey explained that profits had 
been made, but that the com-
pany's bank had refused the 
directors' application to distribute 
them to shareholders, although 
the bank overdraft was £46,000 
les than the stipulated limit.

This only bears out once more 
the Social Credit statement that, 
while industry can make a profit 
in goods, it is unable to distribute 
that profit effectively without the 
permission of the money mono-
polists. As Major Douglas said a 
good many years ago, you can 
grow potatoes, but you cannot 
grow the money to sell them. 
That prerogative today rests 
with the private bankers, who 
themselves produce nothing but 
ledger entries called overdrafts. 
This mystic power, however, con-
fers upon them an effective claim 
over all production, together with 
the "right" to say who shall and 
who shall not produce, and who 
shall and who shall not receive 
a return for their efforts—with, 
in every case, a handsome hand-
out to the banker for his com-
plaisance.

Two choices would now seem 
to offer themselves to the amuse-
ment company's shareholders. 
One is to go gay and cut out 
their profit in theater tickets; 
the other is to insist that the 
hobbles be taken off industry 
by restoring the control of 
financial credit to those whose 
real credit is its base, namely, 
the community.

While the Australian daily press, 
which a few months ago could 
spare whole pages for minor opera-
tions in Abyssinia, can now find 
only an obscure inch or two for 
what is taking place in Palestine, 
the war there grows daily more 
bitter.

An exception to the campaign of 
suppression was made by the Mel-
bourne Sun last Saturday, which 
devoted the whole of its front page 
to an air mail scoop in the form 
of "exclusive pictures of reprisals 
against Arabs in Palestine." The 
first picture of these "reprisals" 
shows an immense conflagration of 
several-storied brick or stone build-
ings, which might easily pass for a 
typical photograph of the Western 
Front. The Sun's title was, "An 
entire street going up in smoke." 
Other pictures gave us the inspir-
ing sight of "British Royal En-
gineers setting fuses to hundreds of 
pounds of blasting explosives in the 
danger area." So when in the 
future you read of "Arab snip-
ers' nests" being blown up, you 
will understand that these nests are 
somewhat more substantial than 
straw.

"WHY THEY'RE RIOTING IN 
PALESTINE."

In a recent issue we referred to the 
cause of British troops now 
playing in Palestine a part identi-
cal with that of Mussolini 's men 
in Abyssinia. It may be worth 
quoting in full the surprisingly 
candid editorial in the Perth Daily 
News to which we then referred. In 
its issue of May 19, under the 
heading, "Why They're Rioting in 
Palestine," that paper said: —

"Today, as you read this, grave 
rioting is taking place in Palestine. 
There is a general strike of Arab 
workers. Outrages are being com-
mitted on Jews. The strikers are 
trying to cut off food supplies in 
the towns, and are reviling Great 
Britain, which governs the coun-
try under a mandate from the 
League of Nations.

"What are the causes of the 
trouble?

"To understand them it is neces-
sary to go back to the Great War. 
Britain desperately needed money 
for  arms. And so,  to induce 
wealthy Jews in the United States 
and elsewhere to subscribe to war 
loans (our italics), Britain en-
dorsed the programme of the Zion-
ist organisation, which sought to 
establish in Palestine a national 
home for the Jews.

"In 1919, therefore, Palestine 
(with Syria and Irak) was set up 
as an 'A' class mandate—that is, a 
country which was sufficiently ad-
vanced politically to encourage a 
hope that it would some day stand 
on its own feet and become a mem-
ber of the League. Until  such 
time, it was placed under the care 
of Bri tain, who undertook the 
tasks of fostering the development 
of autonomous organisation and 
the country's national resources, 
and (in accordance with her 
pledge) the establishing of a 
national home for Jews.

"Then the trouble began. The 
Arab, nomadic and with primitive 
methods of agriculture, could not 
compete with the civilised Jew. 
Lazy, temperamental and often cor-
rupt, he saw Jews being preferred 
for lucrative posts in the adminis-
tration. Much of the best land 
was bought by Jews, and the in-
flux of Jewish immigrants increas-
ingly reduced the Arab's share in 
the government of the country.

"Against this stigma of inferior-
ity the proud Arabs rebelled. Blood 
has been spilled sporadically ever 
since 1920; and recent develop-
ments—a check in boom conditions, 
and the proposed new Constitution 
with which the British Government 
hopes to make a beginning of 
democratic rule—have intensified 
the racial feud.”

Need we add anything to this 
story of the inexplicable opposition 
to “democratic rule” of a “nomadic,

primitive, lazy, temperamental and 
often corrupt" people—unless per-
haps to remark that if Britain had 
issued during the war the money 
she borrowed from the Jewish 
financiers she would now be able 
to mind her own business, instead 
of being called upon to redeem her 
promise of giving away a land to 
which she has not the least vestige 
of a title?

AN  "UNPLEASANT AND 
INVIDIOUS" COURSE

The position in which Britain 
(still subject to the same financiers 
as during the last war) now finds 
herself was frankly discussed in 
an editorial in the Economist of 
May 30, which said: —

"Up to the last few days, the 
situation in Palestine had taken a 
serious turn for the worse." (Note. 
—It has since taken a still more 
serious turn for the worse.) "The 
rural Arab population had taken 
up arms against the present regime 
—Jewish national home and British 
mandate alike—and had started to 
wage guerilla warfare not only 
against the police, but also against 
the British troops who have been 
rushed to Palestine from Egypt. 
These troops can ill be spared at a 
moment when General Graziani has 
announced that the huge Italian 
army in East Africa is to be main-
tained there intact. Happily, the 
tension has eased; but the problem 
remains. No doubt this Sinn Fein 
movement of the Palestinian Arabs 
can be put down by sheer force if 
that is the pol icy, which his 
Majesty's Government mean to 
follow. Palestine is a tiny coun-

try, no larger than Wales; and the 
Arab majority of the population is 
only 760,000 strong all told. But 
the Palestinian Arabs have an im-
mensely strong incentive to rebel 
against our Bri tish yoke. We 
have packed Palestine with Jews 
in much the same way in which 
we have 'grouted' with cement the 
rubble filling of the columns of St. 
Paul's. The simile is apt, for such 
'grouting' is unquestionably good 
for rickety structures—whether of 
cathedrals or of countries. Yet, if 
the rubble has a voice, it may pro-
test; and if it has life it may bite 
and kick. When we pledged our-
selves to enable the Jews, under 
our aegis, to establish a Jewish 
national home in Palestine, we 
took the line that the Arabs (whose 
national feelings we were fanning 
into flame all round, in Arabia and 
Syria and Iraq) were in Palestine 
no more than a kind of human 
rubble, with little national coher-
ence or tradition that deserved, or 
needed"—needed is a much better 
word—"to be respected. So we 
guaranteed these Palestinian Arabs 
their civil and religious rights, but 
nothing more. We have now 
reached the point at which, under 
our aegis, the Jewish national home,
which is being established in Palestine 
by the wonderful energy and idealism 
of the Zionists, is overshadowing the 
Palestinian Arabs in their own house. 
But now that this point has been 
reached, the Palestinian Arabs have 
made it clear that they do not mean to 
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DID NOT DIE IN VAIN

"The five lives lost in the Wool-
wich Arsenal explosion were not 
wasted; those carrying on re-
search are bound to take risks 
from which the industry profits," 
said Lieut.-Col. Thomas, inspector 
of explosives, at the inquest to-day 
into the deaths at the Arsenal on 
Tuesday.

—"Herald,” cable, July 11. Who 
suggested these men's lives were 
wasted? Have they not proved 
by blowing themselves to 
smithereens that, handled a little 
more gingerly on the right side, 
this new explosive will achieve 
splendid results upon men, women 
and children on the wrong side? 
And, anyway, they have reduced 
Britain's unemployment problem by 
five.
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accept the position of under dog 
without a fierce struggle. What 
are we going to do about it? Are 
we going to crush the Palestinian 
Arabs in the ruthless fashion in 
which Mussolini has crushed the 
Amharas? Or are we going to 
betray our Zionist protégés (that 
is, in concrete terms, to leave them 
to suffer the fate of the Assyrians of 
Iraq)? Either course will be so 
unpleasant and so invidious that no 
doubt we shall take whichever turns 
out to be the line of lesser 
resistance."

* * *

As we go to press the latest files 
of English newspapers to hand bear 
the date of June 12. The Manches-
ter Guardian of that date says that 
"more Brit ish troops have been 
sent there" (to the "promised" 
land), "bringing the number of 
battalions in the country to eight. 
A company of tanks, besides the 
Royal Air Force and Engineers, are 
stationed in Jerusalem." And Rey-
nolds News relates that "British 
troops are being assembled in this 
country in readiness for despatch 
to Palestine should unrest there 
assume graver proportions. They 
will include mechanised units as 
well as infantry, but, it is stated, 
'in no circumstances will poison 
gas be used against the rebellious 
Arabs.'' That last sen tence is 
strongly reminiscent of what Mus-

solini stated when his troops were 
in  readiness for despatch to 
Abyssinia.

What the forces in  Palestine 
now number we cannot say. News 
from the Promised Land is well cen-
sored by the Australian press. It 
is too busy recounting how Britain 
is exasperated by Japan's machina-
tions in China and Hitler's plots in 
Eastern Europe!

C O U N C IL  F O R  C I V IL  
L IB E R T IE S

"Freedom and the Slums" is the 
tit le chosen by the Council for  
Civil Liberties for its second educa-
tional meeting, which is to be held 
at the Kelvin Hall on Wednesday, 
August 5.

Dr. John Dale, Melbourne City's 
Health Officer, will discuss "Health, 
Housing and Liberty," and Mr. 
Eugene Gorman, K.C., will ask, 
"Are Rich and Poor Equal Before 
the Law?"

A charge of 1 /- will be made 
for admission. The hon. secretary 
is Miss T. Lucas, 13 a'Beckett 
Street, Armadale, S.1.

M E L B O U R N E  F O R U M  A N D  
L IT E R A R Y  C IR C L E

We have received a copy of the 
second syllabus of the Melbourne 
Forum, covering the period July to 
November of the present year. 
Educational, social, economic and 
ethical problems will be discussed, 
and the list of speakers comprises Mr. 
Eugene Gorman, K.C.; Dr. Ramsay 
Mailer, Mrs. Joan Rosanove, LL.B.; 
Mr. E. R. Pitt, B.A. (Public 
Librarian); Rabbi Israel Brodie, 
M.A.; Professor G. S. Browne, M.A.; 
Mr. Ambrose Pratt, Hon. F. W. 
Eggleston, Professor K. H. 
Bailey, M.A., B.C.L. (Oxon.), and 
Chancellor Sir James Barrett, 
F.R.C.S. As an added attraction, 
musical programmes are being 
arranged by local artists and 
choirs. These meetings are held 
fortnightly in the Unitarian Church, 
East Melbourne, on Sunday 
afternoons at 3.30.

The Literary Circle, conducted by 
the Rev. W. Bottomley, meets in the 
Church Hall on alternate Sundays to 
the Forum, when modern 
literature dealing with life and 
life's problems is discussed.
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The English newspapers to hand 
by this week's mail give prominence 
to the result of the Budget leakage 
inquiry, which resulted in the re-
signations of J. H. Thomas and Sir 
Alfred Butt. Foremost among 
them in indignation is theEcono-
mist, which says of the verdict that, 
"startling though it is, no one who 
followed the evidence or heard the 
unmistakable perjury of some of 
the witnesses can doubt its justice." 
The Economist then goes on to in-
dicate pretty clearly the details of 
the unmistakable perjuries and by 
whom they were committed.

A far deeper article, however, 
appears in Reynolds News, which 
remarks that, while the legal and 
political consequences of the in-
quiry are in hot debate, "certain 
other aspects of the evidence and

findings—perhaps   the   most   strik-
ing—have  received  no  mention  in 
the press.    Why this is so you can 
guess.    They smell!"

The point which Reynolds makes 
is that all the hubbub arose over 
personalities and circumstances, 
while there was no real protest 
against the nature of practices 
whereby ''stockbrokers, stock job-
bers, bankers, dealers, and what 
not who operate in  the C ity"  
gamble in commodities which are 
the basis of life for  the common 
people—and go further than gamb-
ling, "to bet on certainties by rig-
ging the market."

HOWESON, HATRY,
KYLSANT—AND    MONTAGU

NORMAN.
"Sometimes," proceeds the ar-

ticle, "this is done by 'cornering' 
the commodity concerned—that is, 
by buying up available stocks, 
thereby creating an artificial scar-
city as a resu lt of wh ich pr ices 
r ise and they are able to sell at  
a profit.

"Such a trick was tried by 
Howeson early last year when he 
bought up all the pepper available, 
an d h eld  on  wh ile i ts p r ice  
rocketed from 9d a lb. in July,  
1934, to 1/6 in January, 1935. He 
did the same with tin.

"A similar tactic, but on a far 
bigger scale, was tried by Hatry, 
who attempted to corner the steel 
industry. Th is he did by buying 
up as much steel plant as he could, 
restricting output so that steel 
prices could rise, then selling out 
his holdings on a rising market.

"Readers may comment here that 
Howeson and Hatry and similar

speculators have been caught out 
and exposed. True. But the rea-
son is not that these men had vio-
lated by their actions the purity of 
British finance capitalism; it is that 
they were fighting for the wrong 
people. 

"The crime of Howeson and 
Hatry, in capitalist eyes, was not 
that they were gambling in vital 
commodities, but that in so doing 
they were interfering with the 
economic power of the Bank of 
England.

"The charge against Bates and 
Butt is not that they were robbing 
the poor—the Government had 
done that already by putting on 
the tea tax in the first place—but 
that they were pulling a fast one on 
Lloyd's, committee of big 
insurers.

THE PROOF.
"Proof of this assertion lies 

in the fact that when tin-king 
Howeson goes, it is Montagu 
Norman who appoints E. J. 
Banbury as new chairman of the 
Anglo-Oriental Mining 
Corporation, main operator of the 
tin pool.

"When Hatry went, W. B. Jones, 
of the Westminster Bank, took his 
place as chairman of United Steel 
Companies Limited, which Hatry 
created.

"Lord Kylsant got sent to jail 
but the assets of the Royal Mail 
Steam Packet group, of which he 
was head, passed to two new 
companies, all the directors of 
which were nominated by 
Montagu Norman.

"It is not the small scale 
gambling of the Bateses and 
Butts that is important; it is the 
far more vital    gambles    and 

corners put across by the big shots 
that matter.

"Similar ly the fact that these 
small fry get occasional tips from 
their political friends is not so 
important as the close personal and 
organic contact that exists between 
the big finance-capitalists and 
many of the leading politicians,

"If a Committee of Inquiry was 
necessary to investigate " Mr. 
Thomas's pre-Budget activities, no 
less strong a case can be put for-
ward for a similar inquiry into all 
the relations between politics and 
Big Business.”

W H A T   W A S   TH E  C R IM E   O F  
J . H .  T H O M A S  A N D  H IS  F R IE N D S ?

The Peculiar Morals of "The City"

S ta t is tic s .

M a y 1 9 3 7  h a s  b ee n  f ix ed  fo r  
th e  C o ro n a t io n .

A s  a  fu r th e r  s ig n  o f t h e  co n -
tin u ed in crea se of n a tion al  p ros -
p eri ty ,  th e  "D a ily  M a il " o f M a y,  
1 9 3 7 , w ill rep ort 1 0 0  p er cen t, in -
crease o f em p lo ym en t am on g  
coro n a tion  p rog ra m m e se lle rs ,  
com p ared  w ith  th e c o r resp o n d in g  
p e r io d  o f th e  p rev io u s  yea r.

— "R eyn old s."

Despair That Lurks Amid Plenty
U n d e r th e  a b o ve h ea d in g  th e M elb o u rn e  H era ld  o f la st  

S a tu rd a y p u b l is h ed  th e  fo l l o w i n g :
A D E L A I D E , S a tu r d a y . — H a l f  a  d o zen  m e n  g a th e r ed  in  th e  

B a n k ru p tcy C o u r t  h a d  a  g l im p s e  fo r  a  m o m en t  o r  tw o  y es te rd a y  
o f o n e  o f th o s e  t ra g ed ies , w h ich  lu rk  b e n ea th  th e  s u r fa ce  o f  
ev e ryd a y l i fe .

T h e  c o u r t  h a d  ju s t  c o n c l u d e d  t h e  h ea r in g  o f  a  ca s e  i n  
w h i c h  h u n d r e d s  o f  p o u n d s  w e r e  m en t i o n e d ,  a s  th e  a v er a g e  m a n  
w o u l d  ta lk  o f s h i l l in g s .

T h e n  i n t o  t h e  w i t n e s s  b o x  s t e p p e d  a  s t o c k y  l i t t l e  ma n  to  
b e  e x a m i n e d  o n  h is  m ea n s  t o  p a y  b a n k ru p t c y  fe es .  H is  n a v v y 's
b o o t s  w e r e  s p a t t e re d  w i t h  m u d . H i s  t r o u s e r s ,  t o o ,  h ad  seen  
b et ter d a ys— m u ch  b e tte r  d a ys.

H i s  t a l e  w a s  a  t a l e  o f  d e s p a i r—o f  h o p e l e s s  w e e k s ,  
m on th s , an d  yea rs o n  re lie f w o rk , w o rk in g  1 2 1  h o u rs a  m o n th  f o r  
a  w a g e  o f  £ 6 / 1 7 / 1 .

O n  th a t am o u n t  h e  h a d  h a d  to  c lo th e  a n d  feed  f iv e  ch i l d r en  
a n d  a  w i fe ,  h e  sa i d .

S y m p a th e t i ca l l y ,  A c t i n g  J u d g e  H a s l a m  d re w  f r o m  t h e  m a n  
h is  s to r y .

A s th e b an k ru p t  tu rn ed  to  lea ve  th e  b o x  th e O ffic ial R ec e i v e r  
( M r .  R i c h a rd s o n )  a s k ed  i f  h e  h a d  i n c u r r e d  a n y  e xp en s e in  
co m i n g  fro m  K a n g a r il la — a b o u t  5 0  m i les  a w a y— fo r  h is  
e x a m i n a t i o n .

Th e re w as a  d eep  si len c e in  th e  c o u rt as , in  a  v o ice th a t  
t r e m b l e d  o n  th e  v e r g e  o f  t e a r s ,  t h e  m a n  t o l d  h o w  h e h a d  
w a lk ed  t o  th e  c o u rt h o u s e .

" I  l e f t  t h e r e  a t  4  o ' c l o c k  t h i s  m o r n i n g , "  h e  s a i d .  " I  h a v e  
h a d  n o t h i n g  t o  e a t  s i n c e  la s t  n ig h t .  H a d  t h e re b e e n  a n yth in g  t h e 
ch i l d re n  w o u l d  h a v e  g o t  i t .

" M y  e ld es t  b o y  is  o u t  a t  N o r th f i e ld  H o s p i t a l  n o w . We  
n e a r l y  l o s t  h i m . "  H e  c o u l d  n o t  g o  o n .

N o  o rd e r  w a s  m a d e  a n d  a s  th e  m a n  le ft  th e  c o u r t  th e 
R eg is t ra r  (M r . H o w la n d )  t o o k  h im  in t o  h i s  ch a rg e  a nd  sa w  h im  
s it d ow n  to  a  g ood  m ea l.

Th en  h e  b eg an  h is lon g  w a lk  ag a in — back  to  K an g a ril la .

* * *
A n d  e v e r yb o d y  ( in c l u d i n g  th e  H e r a ld , w h ic h  m a de  n o  

fu r t h e r  c o m m e n t)  w a s  s a t i s f ie d  t o  le a v e  i t  a t  th a t—t o  g i ve  
th is p o o r  m a n  a  fe e d  a n d  l e t  h im  w a l k  b a c k  t h e  5 0  m i l es t o  a  
h o u se  w i th  f i v e  ch i ld ren  a n d  n o  fo o d ;  to  g o  o n  fo r  fu r th e r  "w e e k s ,  
m o n th s  a n d  y e a rs  o n  r e l ie f  w o rk ,  w o rk in g  1 2 1  h o u rs  a  m o n t h  
f o r  a  w a g e  o f  £ 6 / 1 7 / 1 . "

W o u l d  y o u  l i k e  t o  k e e p  a  w i f e  a n d  f i v e  c h i l d r e n  o n  
£ 6 / 1 7 / 1  a  m o n t h ?  D o  y o u  r e a l i s e  t h a t  t h i s  u n h a p p y  ma n  an d  
h is  w i fe  an d  ch ild ren  a re yo u r fe ll ow -ci tizen s , yo ur o w n  b r o t h e r s  
a n d  s i s t e r s ?  D o  y o u  r e a l i s e  t h a t  w h i l e  y o u  a re  s t a rv i n g  th em ,  
y o u  a re  b i t t e r l y  c o m p la i n in g  th a t  f o re ig n  m a r k e ts  fo r  th e  v e r y  
th in g s  t h e y  n e ed  a r e  sh r i n k i n g ?

W h a t  w o u l d  h a p p e n  i f  t h e  F e d e r a l  G o v e r n m e n t  g a v e  th em  
th e i r s h a re  o f th e  N a t i o n a l  D i v id en d — n o t  m o n e y  d er iv ed  fr o m  
fu r th e r  ta x a t io n , n o t  m o n e y b o r r o w e d  fr o m  t h e  f in a n c ia l  
g an g s te rs  w h o s e  p o l ic y  k eep s  th es e  p eo p le  in  sta rv a t i o n  a n d  
m is e r y , b u t  m o n e y  i s su e d  b y  th e  n a t io n  t o  e n a b le  th e  s a le  o f  
g o o d s  w h i c h  t o d a y  a r e  re s t r i c te d ,  d e s t r o y e d , o r  s o l d  a b ro a d  a t  a  
lo s s?

If yo u  h ave  a  con scien ce, you  can n ot  evad e  Y O U R  O W N 
res p o n s ib i l i t y  i n  th is  m a t te r .  P a rl ia m en t  is  y o u r  se r v a n t .  
D E M A N D  th a t Pa rliam en t ca rry ou t  you r in s tru ctions , a nd  w ip e ou t 
th is n eedless d estitu tion .

Government "by the people" 
through their elected representa-
tives already has been contracted 
to a much greater extent than the 
community realises.

—"Age" editorial, July 13.

V IC T O R IA 'S   E X P A N SIO N
C A M P A IG N    A P P EA L

To Raise £500 Fighting Funds
Immediately

DID   YOU   READ   THIS   VITAL   ANNOUNCEMENT
LAST WEEK?

IF SO, WHAT HAVE YOU DONE? 
IF NOT, READ IT NOW, THOROUGHLY. 
AND THEN ACT!

"If you can't join us in the front line, don't stand and admire
—come   on   with   the   ammunition   when   it's   needed   for   a

smashing offensive."

Loyalty Certificates Now Ready
1/-, 2/-, 5/-, 10/-, £1

(£1   Certificates convey Life Membership of Movement if 
desired.)
BUY THEM YOURSELF.        SELL THEM YOURSELF.

WE ARE RELYING ON YOU TO STAND BEHIND US 
AND   SEE US THROUGH   THE NEXT FEW   VITAL 

WEEKS AND MONTHS TO A SOLID, WELL-ESTAB-
LISHED FOOTING.

W rite in im m ediately to G.R . Trenowith, S tate Organising 
Secretary, w ith your contr ibutions and requests fo r books of 
certificates.

V IC TO R IA  IS  G E TT IN G U N D E R  W AY

D O U G L A S C R E D IT  M O V E M EN T O F 
V IC T O R IA , R O O M  8, B L O C K  A R C A D E, 
M E LB O U R N E

" C A N  G I F T  M O N E Y  B E  
C AN CELLED ?"

Few people can any longer pretend that, except by such 
devices as increasing the national debt, any community is able 
to buy the whole of what it produces.

Hence those whose interest it is to oppose monetary reform 
are now contending that, if new money be issued by governments
to make up the shortage, this must continue mounting up until it 
causes extreme inflation.

"Can Gift Money Be Cancelled?" deals with this assertion. 
It explains why, where and how new money must be issued, and 
how it may also be withdrawn as goods are sold, so that the 
money supply will always be kept in proper relation with the 
supply of goods for sale.

Price, 3d: posted, 4d.
Order your copy from –

NEW TIMES PTY. LTD.
Box 1226, G.P.O.
MELBOURNE

"You might as well look for a 
refrigerator in hell as expect 
farmers to receive a sympathetic 
outlook from the average bank 
manager."

—Mr. L. Judd, senior 
instructor, at the agricultural 
instructors' conference at 
Hawkesbury College, N.S.W., July 
14.

Mr. Dunstan, Country party Pre-
mier of Victoria, representative of 
those men who first established or-
der in the wilderness and whose 
cardinal quality was self-reliance 
is of the opinion that no one can 
now be found in all Australia cap-
able of re-organising (if it needs re-
organising) the Victorian police 
force. And so he applies for 
help to the London organisation 
presided over by Sir Philip Game. 
This gentleman, to be sure, knows 
something of a policeman's job in 
Australia, having effectively 
acted in that capacity on behalf of 
the Bank of England and the 
overseas bondholders.
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(Concluded from our last issue.)

Instead of facing the clear issue 
that wars, poverty, slums, and all 
the other things that distress the 
community arise from our insane 
financial arrangements, practically 
the whole of our public men and 
women confine their attention to 
other topics. For example, in 
December 1934, the Victorian 
Council of Churches issued a mani-
festo containing the following: —

"We believe that war has its 
source in human greed, suspicion, 
and distrust . . ..

"We call upon ministers, preach-
ers, and teachers and all in places 
of leadership, to strive with a new 
earnestness to subdue the spirit 
which creates war and to strengthen 
the spirit which makes war im-
possible . . ..

"We call upon our Christian 
people . . .  to make willingly the 
sacrifices that are necessary if the 
root cause of national rivalry and 
class divisions are to be 
removed….”.

This manifesto was signed by 
the following church officials: —

JOHN McKENZIE, Moderator, 
Presbyterian Church of Victoria;

JOHN E. WARREN, President, 
Methodist Church of Australasia 
(Victoria and Tasmania);

J. C. MARTIN, President, Bap-
tist Union of Victoria;

J. D. NORTHEY, Chairman, 
Congregational Union of Victoria;

HAROLD B. ROBBINS, Pre-
sident, Churches of Christ in Vic-
toria;

WILLIAM MAXWELL, Com-
missioner of the Salvation Army;

MARGARET PIERCE, Clerk-
to Melbourne Society of Friends;

W. J . HARRIS, Presiden t,  
Council of Churches in Victoria.

Was there ever a more glaring 
case of the blind trying to lead the 
blind? Take the three extracts 
quoted. We are assured from all 
quarters that the people of the 
world hate war and that the diplo-
mats of all countries are striving 
to avoid it. If this is so—and we be-
lieve it is—then who are the greedy, 
the suspicious, and the distrustful 
who have such controlling power 
in world affairs that they can dis-
regard the desires of the people 
and thwart the efforts of the diplo-
matic service? Who, we repeat—
who are they? We challenge these 
church leaders to name them.

THE "SPIRIT" WHICH
CREATES WAR. 
What is meant by the 

words, "the spirit which creates 
war"? War does not arise from a 
"spirit." It arises from 
unsatisfactory economic conditions 
which are the direct and inevitable 
result of unsatisfactory f inancial 
condit ions; and as f inanc ia l  
conditions are not controlled by 
governments, we must look outside 
government circles for the culprits 
—i.e., the scoundrels whose ac-
tivities create and foster the so-
called "war sp irit." Although it 
may shock the persons named to 
be told so, representatives of the 
self-same scoundrels frequently oc-
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cupy   high   offices   in   the   several 
churches.
Is it conceivable that any nation 

whose citizens are adequately fed, 
clothed   and   sheltered would par-
ticipate in  a war unless they were 
actually   attacked   by   an   invader? 
It is not conceivable, and the on ly 
effective way to prevent war is to 
make   the   people    contented   and 
happy.    They are denied content-
ment and happiness because they 
are    deliberately    kept    short    of 
money, and are obliged to struggle 
incessantly   for   the   little they   do 
get.    War is the direct result of the 
operation of the existing monetary 
system under private control, which   
forces the nations to fight for 
markets in other countries for the   
sale   of   supposedly   "surplus" 
goods    allegedly    to    get    money, 
whereas if their own people were 
supplied   with   their   own   money 
there would be no such thing as a 
surplus of goods side by side with 
underfed and starving people.    In 
any case   the   money   obtained by 
sale in other countries never comes 
to Australia and could not be used 
here if it did   come.     Instead of 
increasing the supply of Australian 
money, however, our people are de-
liberately and callously kept short 
of   purchasing power.     This   talk 
of     subduing    the    spirit, which 
creates war, is therefore so much 
nonsense.    It is entirely a question 
of   finance, and   it   is   within   the 
power   of   the   churches   to   insist 
upon   having money so regulated 
that it will always be available for 
community    requirements.     Every 
proposal   for   the   improvement   of 
society    is    either    abandoned    or 
modified because of financial limita-
tions, whereas the only limitations 
should be dictated by our physical 
resources.         Unfortunately     our 
churches have been under the con-
trol   of   "leaders” without know-
ledge, vision or courage.

NO NECESSITY FOR
"SACRIFICES." 
And how utterly absurd it is 

for these people to talk of the 
necessity for willing "sacrifices" 
when God has been so lavish in 
providing and regularly renewing 
the things we all need for the main-
tenance and enjoyment of life! 
What sort of sacrif ices do they 
mean? Would anyone benefit from 
our sacrificing even more food and 
increasing the army of the half-
starved? If there would be any 
benefit in sacrif ice of that kind, 
who would get it? And if we 
sacrificed clothes, accommodation, 
and all kinds of materials, who 
would get the benefit of the "sac-
rifice”? For whom are the people 
sacrif icing these th ings now?
All that is necessary to remove 
class divisions is to give all citizens 
economic security, and that can be 
done only through the agency of 
money. The reason people are with-
out that security is to be found in 
the fact that the supply and can-
cellation of money is controlled by 
a   private   monopoly, whereas   it 
should be the absolute prerogative 
of the Crown.    Is it any wonder 
that the Communists refer to re-
ligion as the opium of the people?
MR. CLAPP'S MESSAGE
Harold W. Clapp, the much-ad-

vertised    Commissioner    of    Rail-
ways, who is also chairman of the 
State   Relief   Committee, recently 
published the following message re-
lating to the Blanket Appeal: —

"I can imagine nothing more 
pitiful than the thought of unfor-
tunate Victorians shivering through 
midwinter because of inadequate 
bed-covering. Those who give to 
this worthy fund would experience 
great happiness if they could see 
the comfort and warmth which 
their gifts bring to the homes of 
the poor."

What a pity that a man of such 
standing and humane tendencies 
should talk like this and yet say 
nothing about the disgraceful 
fact that these people are poor 
and cold on ly because they have 
been denied the money tickets 
which would entit le them to 
obtain what they need from the 
shops without having to depend 
on the gifts of charity-
dispensers! “Give and be glad,”

 without beef," and proper 
relief in  th is case can come only 
from monetary reform.

THE REAL POSITION

While    the    Governor   tells   us 
that the Empire stands pre-eminent 
we may hear Mr. Marcus Barlow, a    
Melbourne   architect   connected with   
the   Slum   Abolition   Movement, 
saying:  "If the more priv ileged 
knew   how   the   unprivileged lived, 
they   would   rise and put a stop to it. 
Go into the little streets and you 
will f ind mile on mile of slum   
tenements, totally   unfit   for human 
habitation.     I have seen a whole 
street down with typhoid. I have   
seen   children   with   rickets 
staggering grotesquely towards me. I 
have seen young men and women, 
old before their time, in these sur-
roundings.     I   have seen children 
almost starving, fed at their schools 
for 1d a day."    What these people 
should do is to keep their peckers 
up and not get too downhearted. 
Presumably, if  they maintain that 
demeanour    the    shopkeepers   will 
supply their needs without regard to 
payment for them.      Tall stories 
about the Empire will not f ill the 
stomachs of the hungry or pay the 
rent for the unemployed father. It 
is all so shameful, and we agree with 
Mr. Barlow in the following: 
"Many people imagine the slums are 
inhabited by a vicious population 
that have sunk to these conditions 
through drink and crime.    It is not 
so.    Most of them are decent and 
honest people."   But here, again, 
like all the others, Mr. Barlow is 
silent about the cause, even though 
he admits that "in England, where   
rents   higher   than   usually paid in  
the slums were fixed, . . . the death 
rate rose alarmingly. The people 
were starving themselves to death to 
pay the rent."    Food and rent both 
depend on the possession of   money, 
and   it   is   money   the people    
need.     Without   monetary reform   
the   efforts   of   the   slum-
abolitionists must be abortive, and 
they   should   have   the   courage   to 
say so.

"WITH THE FINANCE AT
OUR DISPOSAL."

Sir Stanley Argyle has made re-
peated references to the slum 
question and charged the Victorian 
Government that they are on ly 
"playing with a very big subject." 
He would make it compulsory for 
local authorities to survey their 
districts in order to ascertain the 
extent of "overcrowding" and un-
hygienic condit ions . . . "then we

could see what should be done, and 
how far we could go with the fin-
ance at our disposal!"    Here is a 
fellow, held up to us as a states-
man, openly and shamelessly de-
claring   that a   sovereign   govern-
ment must go no further than the 
finance at its disposal, without any 
suggestion at all that there should 
be an alteration of the almost un-
believable   practice   which   permits 
the private money monopoly to dic-
tate what finance shall be at the 
government's   disposal, and   thus 
how far any government may go. 
It is an admission that all govern-
ments   are   controlled   by   finance, 
and that, ipso facto, those who con-
trol   finance   automatically   control 
governments.    How any man can 
be conscious of th is and yet say 
not a word about the nature, func-
tion, origin and control of finance, 
on which everything is made   to 
depend, is more than we can un-
derstand.     We say it is dishonest 
to tackle this slum question with-
out first seeing that the control of 
financial policy is exercised by the 
Commonwealth Parliament. Britain 
has already spent £850 millions on 
the   provision of what   are called 
"better   houses,” but   slum   condi-
tions   are as bad   as   ever, simply 
because no   one   in   authority   has 
cared whether the people have suf-
f icient incomes to secure adequate 
food and clothes.

MR. CAIN'S ATTITUDE
Mr. Cain, Deputy Leader of the 

Labor Party in Victoria, is no bet-
ter, for he is the man who declared 
that "no matter what proposal for 
the solu tion of housing problems 
was adopted, the community would 
have to put its hand in  its pocket. 
It   is   no   use   talking   of   reduced 
taxation.      If necessary, taxation 
will     have to   be increased."     If 
anything, Mr.   Cain's   attitude   is 
even worse than Sir Stanley's, be-
cause he tells the world that   he 
still   holds   the   foolish   view   that 
there is only a limited quantity of 
money in existence and that this 
quantity cannot be increased. When 
we know that th is precious stuff 
consists   only of figures in   books 
and   symbols   to   represent   those 
figures, and that h itherto no   at-
tempt has been made to reconcile 
those figures and symbols with the 
community's production, what hope 
can there be for slum abolit ion or 
for any other social progress while 
men of this type have a controlling 
voice in political affairs?
"LEGION OF THE LOST."
Then in  the Herald  of  June 6 
Mr.   G.  R.   Giles, B.Sc., Dip.Ed.

SL U M S

By BRUCE H BROWN

he says, but how much more 
sens ible it would be to demand 
that the Commonwealth Govern-
ment immediately resume control 
of financial policy so that it can 
give the community the full bene-
fits of the machine and power age, 
thus rendering unnecessary this 
professional charity and prostitu-
t ion of poverty on the part of  
social limelight-seekers.

LORD   HUNTINGFIELD'S 
"HAPPY SPEECH."

Lord Huntingfield is equally 
guilty of failure to face the facts, 
and even his position, as Governor 
does not entitle him to exemption 
from crit icism. On June 24 he 
visited the Unemployed Depart-
ment of the Y.M.C.A., and, if cor-
rectly reported by the Melbourne

.

Herald, talked   a lot of inanities. We 
are told that he made "a happy 
speech with  h is hands deep in  his 
trousers pockets" and assured the 
boys that "things were improving"; 
that they "would soon have jobs", 
but   that   they   "must   spend   their 
leisure trying to f it themselves for 
work."       He   went on   with   this:
"There   is   no   doubt   the   Empire 
trade   position   is    getting   better. 
The   Empire   stands   pre-eminently 
higher than it has for many years. 
It must be a great disappointment 
that you can't f ind jobs at present. 
It is not possible for me to rectify 
that. But I do ask you not to be too 
downhearted.    Keep your peckers 
up."   And that was all our Gover-
nor could say to young fellows of 
the best type whose outlook is hope-
less because of financial manipula-
tion of a criminal character.    Be-
cause   "no   one   hath   hired   them" 
they   are treated   as human   scrap 
and    refused    an    income, even 
though   without   their  "work” we 
are producing more than enough for    
everybody.    Should   we    not 
agitate for the recall of a Gover-
nor who can visualise work as the 
only claim to income for the great 
bulk of us in a machine and power 
age, when able-bodied men between 
the ages of 25 and 45 could do all 
that   is   necessary   in   16   hours   a 
week?    He shows either that he 
knows nothing, or that he will say 
nothing, about the function, crea-
tion, control   and   cancellation   of 
money, the one thing that is re-
sponsible   for the hopelessness of 
the boys to whom   he   made the 
"happy speech" and for the horrible 
conditions, which   obtain    in    the 
slum areas.    The immorality of it! 
A man with access to practically 
everything because he is assured of 
a large income trying to soft-soap 
young fellows who have access to 
nothing   because   they   are   denied 
even small incomes!    How would 
he feel in their place when told by 
a man living in luxury "not to be 
too downhearted and to keep h is 
pecker up”? It is adding insult to  
in jury, and not even a Governor 
should be allowed to do it. If  he 
cannot attack the cause of the 
community’s dilemma, then it 
were better for him to refrain  
from commenting. “Sympathy 
without relief  is like mustard

THE JUMBLED JARGON OF 
JUBILEE JOE

We are informed by Wednes-
day's Melbourne "Sun" that, in 
replying to a deputation of Sydney 
old-age pensioners, Mr. Lyons 
emphasised that to pay the present 
amount and make other payments 
the Government was compelled to 
collect many millions from tax-
payers in excess of what was col-
lected previously.

We would like to ask this arch-
apologist:

(a) Do   the   "other   
payments" refer to the interest   
and   service charges on the ever-
growing national debt?

(b) Why    is   the   Government
COMPELLED TO COLLECT any
thing at all while it possesses a
sovereign right, however 
dormant, to ISSUE the money 
necessary to keep our old and 
invalid people in a state of 
comfort  during  a t ime
of plenty?

(c) Rather   than   exercise   
this sovereign right, does Mr. 
Lyons intend   to   add   to   the   
"other   payments" and, therefore, 
to the many millions he will be  
"compelled to collect” during   
what   remains   of his political 
life?
(Note. —Now   that   Joe   has   at 
last done something active, even 
if it does ruin our woolgrowers, 
we feel we can use the word 
"life.") 
—F.P.C
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who is secretary of the Boys' Em-
ployment Movement, supplied an 
article entitled, "Legion of the 
Lost." This graduate of the Uni-
versity wrote: "Business and in-
dustry are fast recovering from 
the depression, wage restorations 
are the order of the day, increased 
employment is reported from all 
sources, and yet these thousands of 
well-educated young men are not 
wanted anywhere." Did not the 
Governor tell them that they would 
soon have jobs and that they should 
keep their pecker up? This Legion 
of the Lost is an army of "10,000 
young men who have never had a 
chance, and the improvement in 
conditions has had little beneficial 
effect on the members of this 
group. Rather has it made their 
position worse." Without going 
into the truth or otherwise of the 
statement that business and in-
dustry are "fast recovering," we 
would ask Mr. Giles what is the 
sense of his moaning about the 
Legion of the Lost when he says 
nothing at all about the swindling 
financial system which alone is re-
sponsible for it? His legion is 
simply the handout of another 
slum quota by the money mono-
polists. These human slums are in 
the same position as the residential 
slums, and both are the result of 
the dictation by a private monopoly 
of the amount of money that shall 
be permitted to circulate. If Mr. 
Giles would only organise his legion 
and show them how they have been 
robbed and imposed on by a mur-
derous financial system they would 
soon have the swindle ended. But 
the only idea he puts forward is 
that the solution will be found in 
the introduction of "a suitable 
training scheme." That's another 
version of what Lord Huntingfield 
said to the Y.M.C.A. boys. Use 
your "leisure" to fit yourself! And 
the well-educated Mr. Giles goes 
on to say that "this will  cost 
money." He is another who un-
intentionally tells the world of his 
ignorance about the nature and 
origin of money. Nothing costs 
money, because money costs noth-
ing. As money is only a ticket or 
token representing financial figures, 
and the financial figures are mere 
pen and ink entries in bank ledgers, 
people who speak of things costing 
"money" should really be sent for 
medical examination. The cost of 
a thing is what is consumed in pro-
ducing it, and money is not con-
sumed in producing anything. 
Money is merely an accounting 
process.

THE BETTER HOUSING 
LEAGUE

This "Better Housing League" is 
talking in much the same strain. 
They say that the abolition of the 
slums "would save money," but ac-
tually it is this saving of money 
craze that has caused the slums. 
Money does not exist to be saved. 
The only purpose of its existence 
is to be spent. If i t  is not spent 
it is useless and business becomes 
insolvent. It is only by spending 
money that lives can be saved and 
poverty abolished. Press reports 
of the league's meeting on June 9 
give details of the "objectives" and 
"fundamental principles" which 
have been adopted, but they make 
no mention of the food and clothes

aspect or the question of incomes. 
No slum abolition schemes can pos-
sibly succeed unless effective 
measures are first taken to place 
the slum inhabitants in the position 
to meet their financial obligations. 
"Ugly facts will not be obscured 
by suave words." (Argus editorial, 
June 10.) The same editorial ad-
mits that finance is the important 
feature of any plan, and this is 
endorsed by the Methodist Specta-
tor for June, which says, "Difficult 
questions of finance . . . have still 
to be solved." This latter paper 
goes on to say that "the slum-mind 
must be replaced by a Christian self-
dependence and a Christian self-
respect," but not a word against 
the bankers' swindle which creates, 
fosters and perpetuates the slum 
mind and the slum conditions. Its 
pious hope that "the vision of a 
slum less Melbourne will not be 
allowed to go by default" is so 
much humbug so long as it with-
holds its support from the move-
ment for monetary reform and 
community control of credit. Fancy 
a church paper talking like this 
when we have the disgusting know-
ledge that "of many slum hovels 
some are owned by public men, 
some by leading churchmen, and 
some by health officers" (Mr. W. 
A. Burt to the National Council of 
Women on June 25), and that un-
less their incomes are increased the 
poor people must continue to live 
in the hovels and set aside a large 
portion of their all too inadequate 
money supply to be paid as "rent." 
The Lord Mayor of Melbourne was 
right in reminding representatives of 
the Victorian Labor Party Slum 
Abolition Committee "under the 
Local Government Act, councils 
were prohibited from engaging in 
building operations which were not 
strictly reproductive. Another 
difficulty was that councils 
controlling areas in which were the 
worst slums were often the poor-
est." First, you see, the hands of 
the councils are tied by the finance 
jugglers and then the people's 
pockets are emptied and kept 
empty by the same manipulators. 
For reasons best known to them-
selves, however, these Labor repre-
sentatives not only refrain from at-
tacking the swindlers, but actually 
play into their hands by advocating 
the use of further debt-money to 
alleviate conditions brought about 
by the same method.

H o w  m a n y  o f  y o u  h a v e  
read Dr. Stanley Jones's "Christ 
and Communism”? He tells us 
at page eighty-nine that, "Upon 
the basis of how a man's material 
needs are met is erected the sum 
total of the life of the man—the 
social, the cultural, the political, and 
even the religious life"; and again 
at page 92 that, "You cannot free 
the social and political captives un-
less and until you free the poor 
from their poverty." Dr. Jones has 
hit the nail right on the head, and 
the poor can be freed from their 
poverty only through the assurance 
of regular and adequate incomes. 
What is more, they can be assured 
of incomes only when the financial 
policy of the country is controlled 
by its National Parliament, and we 
sincerely commend this fact to the 
members of the Slum Abolition and 
Better Housing League.

It would appear in Victoria, at 
any rate, that whereas no debt 
charges have yet been written up 
against us for the use of the air 
we breathe, the chemical composi-
tion of water has changed under 
the operation of sound financial 
laws to one part of hydrogen, two 
parts of oxygen and several parts 
of debt. The formula may be ex-
pressed as follows: —H2 OWE.

The State Rivers and Water 
Supply Commission has been in 
existence for thirty-two years, and 
was founded with the express in-
tention of ending the then yearly 
loss of £70,000.

Since its inception some £26 
millions of debt money have been 
laid out on capital works by the 
Commission in the provision of 
water services.

The Commission's receipts from 
water rates, sale of water, etc., 
have failed to meet interest on this 
capital outlay, maintenance costs, 
and costs of management by a sum 
exceeding £10 millions (with no 
provision for redemption of debt 
or depreciation). The yearly loss 
has been as high as £900,000.

This accumulated deficit has been 
met by the Treasury out of re-
venue and further borrowing, and

FREEDOM OF THE PRESS IN 
BRITAIN

When he reads of Ministers of 
Propaganda, and mass cheering, 
and mass saluting, and "controlled" 
press, and all the other parapher-
nalia of power, he is apt to smile 
—a subversive habit, smiling—and 
say, "Thank God, I'm an English-
man."

—R. G. Menzies in the Melbourne
"Herald," July 9.

*                 *
Questions   are   to   be   asked   in 

the House of Commons about the 
allegation of an American paper 
that Cabinet secrets leaked in 1933, 
when the decision to appoint the 
Newfoundland   Commission   saved 
the holders of the loans on which 
the    Dominion    defaulted.     Some 
people   must   have   made   fortunes 
in the   period immediately   before 
the Commission's appointment was 
announced.  One security alone rose 
from 69 to 99 in three months; and 
this    American    paper    not    on 
alleges   leakage—it   mentions   the 
name of a Minister of the Crown 
(not Mr. Thomas, who was then 
Dominions   Secretary), in connec-
tion with Stock Market operations.

WHITEHALL     LAST     WEEK 
HURRIEDLY     SENT    MESSEN-
GERS ROUND LONDON 
BOOKSTALLS, CUTTING   OUT   
THE REFERENCE.

—"Reynolds News," June 7.

the question now before a Royal 
Commission of Inquiry is whether 
the charges for interest, etc., on 
this capital outlay will remain 
charged to the accounts of the 
Water Commission, and so offend 
the aesthetic tastes and Celtic tem-
perament of Mr. Commissioner 
William Trevean (accountant of 
the Water Commission since its in-
ception and now generally spoken 
of as "the financial member of the 
Commission"), or are to be boldly 
and avowedly placed on the Treas-
ury doorstep to the utter discom-
fiture of the State Auditor (Mr. J. 
A. Norris, C.M.G.).

The argument, however, is some-
what academic, since the com-
munity, as a user of water, or al-
ternatively as a taxpayer, will be 
slugged anyway.

Throughout the sittings of the 
Royal Commission of Inquiry there 
seems to have been no realisation 
of the true reasons underlying the 
muddle, beyond a confused notion 
that somehow the waterworks of the 
State are no longer fully repre-
sented by money in the commun-
ity's hands.

We have not yet seen either Mr. 
Trevean or Mr. Norris expound-
ing the facts that the creation of 
money is a closely guarded 
monopoly of the banking system, 
that all money created is issued to 
the community as an interest 
bearing debt, that much of the 
money so issued is prematurely 
recalled and cancelled in 
repayment of bank overdrafts, 
that some of it is immobilised in 
reserves, and some is used twice 
or more running in the production 

of goods and services, thus 
increasing costs without increasing 
the supply of money, and finally, 
with particular reference to the 
problem confronting the Com-
mission, that the present financial 
system makes no provision for in-
terest or profits. Interest can be 
paid and profits made only at the 
expense of at least equal and coun-
terbalancing losses elsewhere, or by 
the creation of further debt money 
by the bankers. The whole pro-
cedure renders inevitable a colos-
sal piling up of debt charges 
against the community.

If in the general scramble for the 
lion's share of an inadequate supply 
of money, the State Rivers and 
Water Supply Commission had 
succeeded in squeezing the users of 
water sufficiently to balance its 
budget, other concerns, such as the 
fertiliser combine and so on, would 
have had to go shorter even than 
i f they had been able to procure 
a fair proportion of the inadequate 
supply.

Balanced budgets either mean 
that other sections of the com-
munity are bankrupted, or they 
mean an enormous increase of debt. 
A system, which can offer no better 
alternatives than these, should be 
scrapped in favour of a self-
liquidating system of cost account-
ancy such as that proposed by 
Major Douglas.

A further consideration relative 
to the waterworks of this State is 
that the loan moneys expended on 
their construction were at the time 
used in the purchase of existing 
goods and services, and accordingly 
went to cancellation in the repay-
ment of bank loans or the replace-
ment of manufacturers' capital. 
The money simply does not now 
exist as purchasing power in the 
pockets of the community. The 
bankers have made it appear and 
disappear. The debt remains, and 
the people, who have already had
the money retired from them, are 
expected to keep on paying.

The whole thing is crazy, and 
even if there should now be a 
"writing off of non-existent capi-
tal," the creeping error of the finan-
cial system will give rise to pre-
cisely the same trouble within a 
very few years.

The trouble is always with the 
figures. There is never any ques-
tion as to whether we can build 
good dams or reticulation systems, 
and it is only on the rarest occa-
sions that the Almighty overlooks 
the little matter of sending suffi-
cient water to keep the head-works 
full.

Man's best efforts are stultified 
by a faulty system of numerals.

John Hogan's 
Programme

On Sunday evening John was 
heard over 3YB, Warrnambool, 
and to such effect that on Monday 
a crowd of 500 people assembled 
in the Warrnambool Town Hall to 
meet the Young Crusader in per-
son. Nor were they disappointed. 
Tuesday saw another splendid 
meeting at Koroit, followed by 
Hamilton on Wednesday and 
Ararat on Thursday.

The   following are John’s next 
engagements: —
Jul y-
Friday, 17. —Stawell and district,

organising.
Saturday, 18. —Return to Mel-

bourne.
Sunday, 19—3 p.m.. P.S.A. at Sol-

diers' Memorial Hall, Hampton.
Monday, 20. —8 p.m.: Pakenham.
Tuesday, 21. —8 p.m.: Warragul, 

Main Hall.
Wednesday, 22. —8 p.m.: Rosedale 

Hall.
Thursday, 23. —6.15 p.m.: Rotary 

Club Dinner, Sale. 8.30 p.m.: 
Yallourn, St. John's Hall.

Friday, 24. —8.30 p.m.: Traralgon, 
Mechanics' Hall.

Saturday, 25. —8 p.m.: Debating 
Club, Sale.

Sunday, 26. —11.30 a.m.: Bairns-
dale, House Meeting. 2.30 p m.: 
Pleasant Sunday Afternoon, 
Mechanics' Institute. 8.30 p.m.: 
Orbost Hall.

Monday, 27. —Morning: Lakes 
Entrance. Sale, 8 p.m.: Public 
Meeting; Mayor to preside.

Tuesday, 28. —8 p.m.: Maffra, 
Mechanics' Hall.

Wednesday, 29. —8 p.m.: Moe, Me-
chanics' Hall.

Thursday, 30. —8 p.m.: Morwell, 
Ramsay Hall.

August: —
Sunday, 2. —2.45 p.m.: Pleasant 

Sunday Afternoon, Williams-
town.

Monday, 3. —8 p.m., Bacchus 
Marsh.

Tuesday, 4. —City Lunch Hour 
Meeting.

Wednesday, 5. —City Lunch Hour 
Meeting.

Thursday, 6. —Bendigo Rotary and 
Apex.

Friday, 7. —8.30 p.m., Prahran 
Town Hall.

Saturday.  8. —State Conference.
Sunday, 9. —3 p.m., P.S.A. at Ivan-

hoe Hall.

Senator Dickinson, representing 
the State of Iowa at Washington, 
says that distress in America has 
reached such a pitch that 20 per 
cent, of the food canned for dogs 
is eaten by humans.

"Argus," June 27.

W A T E R  A N D  D E B T
B y  " A Q U A R I U S ."

THE   DEAN   OF   CANTERBURY 
Proposed Visit to Australia

The State executives of the Douglas Credit Movement in 
Australia propose to invite the Dean of Canterbury (Dr. Hewlett 
Johnson) to visit Australia in September next to conduct a 
nation-wide lecturing tour.

To cover any possible unliquidated expenses, a guarantee of 
£500 will be required. Victoria's share will be £120. Interested 
persons willing to guarantee a portion of this amount, should it 
be required, are asked to fill in the form below and to forward it
to the State Secretary, Douglas Credit Movement of Victoria. 
Room 8, Block Arcade, Elizabeth-street, Melbourne.

No money should be sent with the form.

GUARANTEE FORM. 

The Dean of Canterbury’s Nation-Wide Lecturing Tour 
Guarantee Fund. 

I the undersigned, will, if called upon subscribe £…… to the 
above fund.

Signed…………………………………………………………
Address……………………………………………………….

T A X A T IO N
(A SIGN OF SERVITUDE)

and

N A T IO N A L    IN S U R A N C E
MESMERISM BY SYMBOLS)

In response to many requests by readers of the "New Times," 
the series of articles on taxation and national insurance, recently 
contributed to our columns by Mr. Bruce H. Brown, has now 
been reprinted as a 72-page brochure.

No student of economics or monetary reform, no person opposed 
to our ever increasing load of taxation, no one who wishes to 
understand what national insurance really implies, should fail to 
secure a copy of this frank and complete exposure by a master of 
the subjects.

You will find "Taxation And National Insurance" direct, simple 
and convincing.

Price, 1/-; posted, 1/1

Available from—

NEW TIMES PTY. LTD
ELIZABETH HOUSE (BOX 1226, G.P.O.),

MELBOURNE

Or from Your Newsagent or Bookseller
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W E E K L Y N O T E S
As John Hogan goes through the 

State sowing the seeds of Social 
Credit, members of the Movement 
are massing behind him to gather 
in the crop. New members are 
being enrolled and old ones en-
couraged working harder than they 
ever did before. Our president has 
not appealed in vain. Branches 
are recruit ing up to fal l  war 
strength and rallying to the call. 
The Electoral Campaign, the Ex-
pansion Fund, the Guarantee Fund 
for the Dean of Canterbury's visit, 
are all getting the support they 
need and deserve. Each activity 
aids the other and action begets 
action. Our Movement is going 
forward and gathering strength as 
it goes.

Recently the Box Hill Branch 
arranged a public meeting at War-
randyte at the request of several 
residents. Mr. L. H. Hollins de-
livered a clear and explicit ad-
dress on Social Credit to an appre-
ciative audience. As a result of 
his meeting a branch is being 
formed at Warrandyte, which is 
starting the Electoral Campaign 
immediately.

On Thursday last Mr. H. Glover 
addressed members of the Box 
Hill Branch on the Electoral Cam-
paign. The branch is actively sup-
porting the Campaign and can-
vassing will start without delay.

Coburg also answered the call on 
the same evening. A meeting of 
active workers met in the Library 
Room, Coburg Town Hall, and de-
cided to put their weight into the 
Campaign. Jobs will be allotted at 
the next meeting, on Thursday, 
23rd inst, (at the same place). Any-
one who is willing to work will be 
welcomed.

On Friday evening a dinner was 
held to enable members to meet Mr. 
Carrnthers, M.H.A. (Tasmania). 
As his visit was very brief,  the 
notice given was of necessity short. 
A very enjoyable and instructive 
evening was spent. In addition to 
the guest of honour, Dr. Hollow, 
Dr. Dale, Mr. Moore, Mr. Millsom 
and John Hogan spoke. It  is 
rather unfortunate that we only 
see Mr. Carruthers when he is on 
his way through Melbourne to 
somewhere else. Members 
generally would welcome an 
opportunity of hearing our 
pioneer member, and it is to be 
hoped that this can be arranged.

WOMEN'S MOVEMENT
On the afternoon of Wednes-

day, July 8, members of the 
Women's Movement were addressed 
by Mrs. Wooding, a representative 
of the Victorian Federation of 
Mothers' Clubs, who outlined the 
policy of the clubs, and gave an 
interesting account of the work ac-
complished by them.

The M oth ers' C lubs dem and that 
ed ucation be free from  the k inder-
g a rten  to  th e  U n iv ers ity ,  th a t  d en -
ta l atten tion  be  g iven  free to  a ll 
ch ildren, inc lud ing th e pre-sch ool  
ch i ld ; tha t  a  film  bu reau  fo r ch i l-
d ren  b e  es ta b l ish ed  to  d ea l  w i th  
b o th  e d u ca t i on a l  a n d  e n t e r ta in -
m ent  fi lm s;  an d  th a t  ch ildren  b e  
tau g h t  to  u se th ei r le isu re w isely ,  
p er m ed iu m  o f h an d c ra fts.  T h e y  
also believe in  the educationa l va lue 
o f travel and h op e tha t it m ay b e 
p o ss ib le  to  es ta b l ish  a  sys tem  
w h ereb y a ll ch ild ren, w h eth e r ab le 
to  p ay th eir w ay or n ot, m ay share  
su ch  b en e fits . T h e y ad v oca te th e  
ca re and  specia l education o f the  
feeb le -m in ded ch ild , the ra ising  o f 
the sch ool lea ving age the en -
couragem ent o f an in terna tiona l 
view poin t and  peace sentim ents, the 
teach in g  o f an  in te rn a tion a l  lan -
g u ag e in  sch ools,  and  th e incu lca -
tion  o f sa fe ty  f irst  p rin c ip les  in  
ch ildren.

S o fa r, th ey ha ve on ly  b een ab le 
to  accom p lish  a lit tle  o f th e g rea t 
ta s k  t h e y  h a v e  se t  t h em s e l v e s  
They ha ve b een instru m ental in  
abo lish ing the iniqu itous school fees 
im p osed up on E  and  F  form  h igh  
sch ool sch ola rs at th e beginn ing o f 
the depression, they have procured  
d en ta l  a tten tio n  fo r  so m e  o f  th e  
S tate school ch ildren, and m edical 
insp ections w ith in  certa in  lim i ts in  
th e  S ta t e  s c h o o l s .  S h o r t  t ra v e l  
tou rs  h av e b een  a rran g ed  for  a  
p riv i leg ed few , an d "T raven core, " 
th e  sp ecia l sch o ol for d e fec tive  
ch i ld ren , h as b een estab lish ed .

M rs. W ooding con fessed tha t the 
M o th e rs ' C lu b s  w e re  u n a b le  t o  
ca rry out their com preh ensive pro-
gram m e for lack o f m o ney . W hen -
ever th ey asked th e G ove rnm ent  to  
d o an yth in g for th em  i t im m ediate-
ly c ried  p o v e rty ,  an d  sh e sa id  th a t  
a great deal o f the expense in  con-
nection w ith  the w ork  a lread y done 
w a s  m e t  b y  th e  m o th e rs  th e m -
selves. U ntil they got m oney from  
som ew h ere, they w ould  continu e to  
b e res t ric ted  in  th e i r w ork ,  fo r it  
w as im p oss ib le  fo r th e M othe rs' 
C lu b s to  s h o ul d e r a ll  th e b u rd en .

Th e  tha n k s o f th e W om en 's  
M ovem en t a re d u e to M rs. W ood -
ing  for h er in teresting a dd ress, an d  
th ey su g g e s t  th a t  a s  th e  la ck  o f  
m oney is the root o f a ll their d if-
ficu lties, it w ould  be w ise for the 
M others' C lubs to  un ite w ith  us in 
dem anding that the G overnm ent 
g ive the people m oney.

M r. E r ic  B r o w n 's  A d d r es s
M r.  E ric  B row n  ad d ressed  a  

g a th e rin g  o f m em b ers a n d  fr ien d s  
at the room s on  th e evenin g of Ju ly  
13. H e d ea lt w ith  th e resu lts o f 
f r u s t ra t i o n  in  t h e  h u m a n  b e i n g ,  
and show ed the evils of the present 
su s ten an ce  sys tem . M r .  B ro w n  
spok e feeling ly o f the su fferings o f 
th e  p eo p le on  th e d o le , o f th ose  
u n ab le to  ob ta in  G o v e rn m en t re -
lie f, o f s lu m  d w e lle rs,  an d  of som e  
to  w h om  a slum  hou se w ould  seem  
like  a  p a lace.  N o o n e co ul d  resist  
h is m ost poignant appeal, and his 
a u d i e n c e  w a s  p r o f o u n d l y  a n d  
visib ly m oved.

" S W I S S  S C IE N T IS T  H E R E  T O  
S T U D Y  P A R A S I T E S . "

A  n ew s  item  u n d er th e a b o ve  
h ea d i n g  in  t h e  " A g e "  o f  Ju l y  1 3  
is  d e c id ed l y  in te res t i n g ,  a s  th e r e  
is  n o  d o u b t  w h a t ev e r  t h a t  A u s -
tra l ia  sh ou ld  p ro v e a  fru it fu l fie ld  
fo r  th e  p r o fe ss o r 's  rese a rch es .  I  
h o p e  th a t  o n  h is  a r r i v a l  i n  V i c -
to ria  h i s a t ten tio n  w ill b e d irec ted  
to  th e  s p e c ies  o f  p a ra s i te  d o m i -
c i led  in  C ollin s H ou se  an d  othe r 
s t r o n g h o ld s  o f  t h e  b e n e fi c ia r i e s  
o f  d e b t  f i n a n c e .  H i s  m is s i o n  i s  
sa id  esp ec ia ll y to  b e  t o  stu d y  
n em a to d es  ( o th e rw is e  w o rm s ) .  
H e re ag a in  h e  sh o u ld  h a v e a  m os t  
in te r es t i n g  s t u d y  o f  th e  w o rm s  
w h o ,  w i t h o u t  t u r n i n g ,  h a v e  s o  
lo n g  t o l e ra t ed  b e in g  th e  v ic t i m s  
o f the  p a ras ites ab ove m en tion ed . 
B u t  s u re l y  t h e r e  w a s  l i t t l e  r e a -
son  for  h im  to  com e from  S w i t-
ze rlan d  to  lo ok  fo r p a ras ites  w h en  
th e  m o s t  d e v a s ta t in g  p a ra s i te  o f  
a ll— th e B a nk  fo r In t e rn a t io n a l  
S et tlem en ts — is  to  b e fo u n d  r ig h t  
in  h is  h o m e l a n d  a t  B a s l e .

F. FOGARTY.

EXPENDITURE ON RELIEF
 M r .  B r o w n  i n  h i s  a r t i c l e ,  

"S lu m s," re fe r red to  th e N a t ion a l  
B an k 's  c ircu la r o f M ay, 1 9 32,  v iz .: 
"T h is  (red u ced  G o v e rn m en t ex -
p e n d i tu r e )  w o u l d  in v o l v e  a d d i -

Queensland Douglas 
Credit Party Notes

The change of social conscious-
ness in regard to money is further 
evidenced by the formation, each 
week of new branches of the 
Party. Jinghi Gully and Conway 
are the latest to form up. In the 
former place there are numerous 
well-informed supporters, and in 
the latter—which is in the Bowen 
electorate—a very good vote was 
recorded for the Douglas candi-
date.

On Wednesday, July 8, the 
matters of importance were dis-
cussed and the delegates present 
assembled at Headquarters. Many 
Metropolitan Divisional Council are 
going to make a decided effort to 
establish many more branches in the 
suburbs. A dance and social has 
been arranged, the details of which 
will be made known through this 
paper.

On Monday night last, a very 
interesting discussion took place. 
A Model Parliament was held in 
the Constitutional Club, the bill 
before the house being for the intro-
duction of Social Credit in Aus-
tralia. Prominent Douglas Credit 
speakers sat on the Government 
benches (Dr. Streeter as Prime 
Minister), in support of the Bill, 
and many prominent debating 
societies were in the Opposition 
benches. The evening was most 
interesting and enjoyed by all those 
present.

The bungling of the Federal Go-
vernment in connection with the 
tariffs has turned the eyes of the 
graziers and the wheat farmers to-
wards Social Credit and the realisa-
tion that, if the production of wool 
and wheat and all other goods in 
Australia were accompanied by an 
equivalent production of money, 
there would be no necessity for re-
strictive tariffs; for the community 
would be always able to buy 
imports up to the value of its ex-
ports and still have enough money 
to buy all the production of our 
factories.

The special fund, which is being 
run for the purpose of raising 
twenty pounds so as to enable 
Headquarters to take advantage of 
the offer of ten pounds from Mr. 
Ford, is still moving slowly. The 
Kidman Brothers, of Roma, have 
contributed two guineas. Supporters 
are urged to contribute to this fund.

On July 9 Mr. Geo H. Gray 
addressed a gathering at Kallunga. 
This meeting resulted in the 
formation of a new branch, 
consisting of many very enthusiastic 
supporters.

tion s to  u nem p lo ym en t , b u t th e  
p ro b lem  o f resu ltan t u n em p lo y-
m en t is  sec o n d a ry . "

T h e  s a m e  b a n k  in  i ts  la tes t  
su m m a r y  s ta t es :  " T h e re  i s  l i t t l e ,  
i f a n y  co m m u n ity  be n e fit a ris in g  
o u t  o f  th e  e x p e n d i tu r e  o f  l o a n  
m o n ey o n  u n em p l o ym e n t re l ie f. "

A s  a n  e l e m e n ta r y  e c o n o m i s t ,  
i t  a p p ea rs  to  m e  th a t  o n e  sec t io n  
o f t h e  c o m m u n i t y— th e  b a n k e rs  
an d  th eir fr ien ds— b en e fits  b y th e 
in te res t  rece i v ed  f ro m  th e  sa id  
loa ns . O th ers to  b en e fi t a re  th e  
reta ile rs , w h o lesa le rs , m an u fa c -
tu r e rs  a n d  p r im a r y  p r o d u c e rs .  
T h e re  o n l y  rem a in  th e  re c ip ien ts  
o f th e  re l ie f, w h o cer ta in ly  b e n e -
fit.

A  b a n k  h a s  n o  s o u l ,  s o  t h e  
m o ra l  s i d e  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n  i s  
ig n o red ;  b u t  th e  b a n k  sh o u ld  a t  
lea s t  rea l i se  t h a t  th e  m ea g re  re -
lie f g iven is an insu ran ce p o lic y  
res tra in in g  th ou san d s  of u n fo r -
tu n a tes from  b ecom in g  a  very rea l 
m enace.

" P .  M c W . "

"THE ONLY SOLUTION TO
THE PROBLEM OF

SUFFERING."
In  a  r e c en t  is su e  o f  t h e  "A g e "  

i t  is  r ep o r t e d  th a t  C a n o n  L a n g -
l e y ,  s p e a k i n g  i n  S t .  P a u l 's  
C a th ed ra l ,  s t a ted  a s h is  o p in io n  
th a t  " th e  o n l y  s o l u t i o n  t o  th e  
p ro b l em  o f  su f fe r in g  w a s  th a t  i t  
w as p erm i tted  b y G o d  th a t  m en  
m ig h t b e b ro u g h t n ea rer to  H i m ."  
I f th is  b e  t ru e th en a re  yo u  n ot  
w a s t in g  v a lu a b le  t im e  a n d  ta len t  
in  u rg in g  m on e ta ry  re fo rm ? Pe r-
h ap s  th e  c red it m on o p oly  is o u r  
fr ien d  in  d isg u ise ; for th e l og ica l  
c o n c l u s i o n  b a s e d  u p o n  t h e  
C an on 's h yp o th esi s m u st  b e,  th e  
g rea te r  th e s u f fe r in g  th e m ore  
d es i rab le  g od l in ess is a cq u i red .  
S lave ry  is l ig h ten ed b y an  ind u l -
g en t m as te r,  b u t b ec o m es  in to le r -
ab le  w h en  a  m as ter i l l - t rea ts h is  
s l a v e s .  A t  l e a s t ,  I  t h o u g h t  s o ;  
b u t  n o w  I  b eg i n  t o  s ee  w h y s o  
m a n y  c l e r g y m e n  b a c k e d  u p  
s lave ry  in  A m erica ,  a lw a ys  q u ot-
i n g  t h e  B i b l e  t o  j u s t i f y  i t .  T h e  
cru e l m a sters ev id ently  w h ip p ed 
g o d l y  p r in c ip le s  in t o  t h e  b l a ck  
s o u l s ! M o r e  a n d  m o r e  o f o u r  
c i tizen s a re b ein g  fo rc ed  to  evad e  
th e P u re  F o o d s  A c t b y  fo s si ck in g  
in  g a rb ag e tin s  for  fo o d , an d  to  
o f fe n d  w i t h  B .O . b e ca u s e  t h e y  
h ave  t o  w ea r  fi lth y ,  cas t -o ff rag s  
w ith  n o p lea san t b a th ro o m s an d  
h yg ien ic  co n d i tion s  su ch  a s  th e  
c l e r g y  e n j o y .  N e e d l e s s  t o  s a y ,  
su ch  p e o p l e  d o  n o t  a t ten d  w o r -
sh ip  a t  S t. P au l 's , so th e y m iss ed  
t h e  c o m p e n s a t i n g  n e w s .  A n d  
w h a t  o f  t h e  b a b i e s  w h o  a r e  
s t a r v i n g  t o  d e a t h ?  T h e  g i r l s  
w h o a re  sell in g  th eir sacred  rig h ts  
o f w om an h ood  fo r food  an d  sh el -
t e r ?  T h e  b o y s  w h o  a r e  b e i n g  
d r i v e n  i n t o  c r i m i n a l i t y  a n d  
g ett in g  th em s e lv es  h a n g ed ? T h e y  
a re  b ein g  b ro u g h t n ea rer to  G o d ?  
W h a t  ex ces siv e  sp i r i tu a l  ex a lta -
t i o n  m u s t  i t  b e  f o r  t h e m !

B u t h e re I pa u se  an d  con s id er.  
W h y  d o w e  e m p l o y  a n es t h e t ic s

in  su rg ica l o p e ra t io n s?  W h y a re  
ed u ca tion ists,  a id ed  b y sc ien ce,  
en d ea v o u rin g  to  e lim in a te fro m  
c h i l d h o o d 's  e n v i r o n m e n t  t h e  
ca uses o f p h ys ica l  an d  m enta l d e -
fec t s?  T h e y s a y th a t  th ese  th in g s  
a r e  w a s t e fu l ,  l i k e  w a r  a n d  a l l  
o th e r  d isea ses  o r d is h a rm o n ie s.  
Th ey sa y th a t w h a t is  term ed  
"n ec e ss a ry "  su f fe r in g  is  la rg e l y  
t h e  r e s u l t  o f  n a t u r e 's  e f f o r t  t o  
b r i n g  u s  i n t o  h a r m o n y  w i t h  
n a tu ra l law s , w h ich ,  i f con scio u s ly  
u sed  fo r o u r b e t te rm e n t ,  c a n  
less en  v e r y  g rea tl y  o u r  su f fe r in g  
a n d  a s s i s t  u s  i n  d i r e c t i n g  o u r  
l ives  on  m o re  p u rp ose fu l, h ap p y 
p rin c ip les.  H en ri  B e rg ss o n , th e  
F re n ch  p h i lo s o p h e r ,  ca l l ed  i t  
"C rea tiv e E v olu tio n ,"  o r w e m a y  
sa y  th e  a rt  o f  l i v i n g .  T h e  c le rg y  
a s  a  c la ss  h a v e  b een  to o  lo n g  
con cern ed  w i th  th e id ea  of re -
g en e ra t in g  s im p le  p e o p l e  t o  f i t  
th em  fo r  a  fu tu re  h ea v en .  T h e y  
h av e  m isse d th e  tru th  th a t r ig h t  
m enta l a tti tu d es o v e rcom e m u ch  
s i n ,  b y  o v e r c o m i n g  t h e  c a u s es .  
T h e  w o r l d  is  fa s t  a w a k e n i n g  t o  
t h e  fu t i l i t y  a n d  u t t e r  w a s t e fu l -
n ess o f w a r, p o v e rty  an d  d isease .  
T h e  G o d  W h o  p e rm i t ted  su f fe r -
in g  h as b een  le ft b e h in d  w ith  th e  
A g e  o f S c a rc i ty .  I  a m  o n e  o f a n  
ev e r-in c reas in g  n u m ber o f p e op le  
w h o  d a re  t o  ch a l le n g e  a u th o r i t y  
t o  t r y  t h e  " g o o d "  t o  s e e  i f  i n -
d e e d  i t  b e  g o o d .  T h e  o l d  t r i b a l  
g o d  o f  p u n i s h m e n t  i s  p a s s i n g  
aw ay,  a n d the  G o od  S h ep h erd  is  
b e i n g  u s h e r e d  i n .  In  t h es e  d a ys  
o f  a d j u s tm en t  th e  b u lk  o f  m a n -
k in d  re sem b le  a  f lo c k  o f sh eep ,  
w h ic h  is  b ein g  p e rsu ad ed  to  leave 
t h e  s t e r i l e ,  w o l f - r i d d e n  h i l l s  
w h e re d an g e r an d  d ea th  lu rk ed .  
B e fo re  th em  l ie  r ich  p as tu res  fed  
b y sp rin g s  o f p ro m ise  fo r a  fu lle r  
a n d  m o re  t ra n q u i l  l i fe .  B u t  th e  
sh eep  h ave  so lon g  b e lieved  in  
s ta rva t io n  an d  fea r,  th ey can n o t  
q u i t e  u n d e rs t a n d  t h a t  i t  i s  a l l  
b eh in d  th em  i f th ey w ill  on l y  ta k e  
a  s tep  fo rw a rd ; s o, so m e  
d o u b t i n g l y  p a u s e  a n d  t r y  t o  ru s h  
i n  o th e r w a ys , w h i le  o th e rs  a re  
ju s t p la in  s tu p id .

W e  h a ve  a t  la s t  a r r i v ed  a t  th e  
a g e  o f  p l e n t y .  I f  w e  s t u p i d l y  
r e fu s e  t o  g ra s p  t h e  k e y  t o  t h e  
g a t e  o f  t h i s  n e w  l a n d  w h e r e  
sp i r i tu a l  l i fe ,  f r e ed  f ro m  in c es -
san t  to il  fo r m a ter ia l n eed s , w i ll  
t a k e  o n  a  n e w e r  m e a n i n g ,  w e  
sh a ll b e scrap p ed as  fa i lu res , an d  
o u r c iv il isa tion  w i ll b ecom e lik e  
p as t on es — so m eth in g  for fu ture  
g e n e r a t i o n s  t o  s p e c u la t e  a b o u t .
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