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your paper. Say you saw it in
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GENERAL

INDUSTRIAL ADHESIVES Pty.
Ltd.,, 155 Yarra St. Cold Glues,
Dextrine.

"LEUKOL." By far the most up-to-
date Toothpaste. No Toothache.
No Extractions. No Pyorrhea.
30,000 packages sold without ad-
vertising. From local Chemist; or
send 2/- to W. Winford, 45 St.
Elmo Rd., N.21.

MELBOURNE

ABBOTSFORD.
HOLLINS, A. R., 405 Victoria St.
Motor Repairs of all kinds. J 2047.

AUBURN.

BLACK CAT LIBRARY and Ladies
Hairdrsr. 639 Burw'd Rd. Haw. 1779

BLACKBURN.
"A" GRADE MOTOR ENGINEERS
Station Garage, Whitehorse Road.
WX 1490.
HAIRDRESSER and Tobacconist.
Ladies' and Gents.'. Wright, 122
South Parade.
MOTOR REPAIRS, Straton's.
Better Service. Lower Cost. WX
2748.

PAINTER, PAPERHANGER, etc. G.
B. COLLIER, 8 Wolseley Cres.

BOX HILL.

ALL Electrical and Radio Needs.
G. G. Poster, W'horse Rd. WX2581.
BOOT REPAIRS. Work Guaranteed
W. Tolley, 975 W'horse Road. BOX
HILL FURNISHING CO. 247-9
Station St. Cash or Terms. CHAS. L.
COX, TAILOR. Men's and Boys'
Wear. 285 Station St. CHEMIST. F.
Cheshire, For Your Prescriptions.
270 Station Street. COOL DRINKS,
Sweets, Smokes. R. Dannock, 1124
‘Whitehorse Road. CYCLE SHOP and
Oxywelding. "Alwin" Station St.,
South of Rly. DRAPERY. For Smart
Styles and a Fair Deal, TAIT'S Comer
Stores DRESSMAKER. Mrs. Evans.
Station St., opp. Baptist Church.
ELECTRICAL & RADIO. Holliday.
Opp Stn. Sales, Repairs. WX 2677.
FURNITURE REMOVERS. Gill
Bros., 254 Station St. WX2073
GROCER, W. M. Anderson, 14
Main St. WX 1233.
HAIRDRESSER and Tobacconist. L.
Larsen, Station St., opp. Gilpin's,.
IRONMONGER & SPORTS STORE
F. P. Park, 10 Main St. WX1290.
MARS LAUNDRY CO. WX 2662.
Pick up & Deliver. Quality G'teed.

RENNIE'S BLUE TAXIS. WX1946,

City Prices. Day and Night Service.
TAILOR, J. G. Penson, 227 Station
Street. Suits Hand Made from 95/-.
W. A. MOODY, 1014 W'horse Rd.
Fruit, Vegetables Delivered Daily.
WATCHMAKER and  Jeweller.
Barnes. Station Street. Repairs.

CAMBERWELL.
SPORTS DEPOT & Leather Goods.
E. Goslin, 777 Burke Rd. Haw. 4900.

CARNEGIE.
P. A. McWHINNEY, Grocer, Con-
fectioner. Opposite State School.

CITY.

ANNOUNCING Naytura Cafe
Health Service & Store. Free
dietetic advice. 300 Lt. Collins St. C
5001.

A TAILORED SUIT at Moderate
Price. Dress Suits. DOYLE. C. 6192.
Wentworth House, 203 Collins St.

ATTENTION! Naytura  Hostel.
Vegetarian Guest House. Accom.
State & Inter. Guests. Haw. 74.

BLINDS of every sort. Car curtains
repaired. T. Pettit, 235a Queen St.
CAKES, PASTRY, etc. Home Made
"Clovelly," The Block, Elizabeth St.
Cent. 255.
COLONIAL BUILDING CO., 465
Collins St., MU 1930. Call for free
booklet on home building.
DAVIS, 668 Bourke St. Royal
Medal Milkers, Separators, Engines
DOUGLAS SOCIAL  CREDIT
BOOKSHOP. 166 Lit. Collins St.
DRY CLEANING & REPAIRS.
“Saville,” Leonard House, Eliz. St.
5th Floor
FROCKS, Coats; W., O.S.; Mod.
Price. Kellehers, Block Court, 3™
Floor.

(Continued on page 3)

THE AGRINDUSTRIALIST

Linking the Farmer and the Industrialist

Through Chemistry
HENRY FORD OPENS UP NEW SCOPE FOR AGRICULTURE

When history takes a backward
view of Henry Ford it may be that
it will rank him most highly, not as
a mere manufacturer of mass-pro-
duction vehicles, but as a man who
led the way in linking agriculture
to manufacture. Until recent years
the main materials for construc-
tion have been metals and timber,
while the part of the farmer has
principally been to supply the raw
materials for putting into or around
the body.

With the mechanisation of the
farm, and the consequent ease in
producing greater quantities of food
and clothing material, the farming
industry has -- even apart from
monetary causes—been faced with
many perplexing problems. For
it is a fact that there would be no
physical difficulty in bringing about
a genuine over-production of almost
anything which the agriculturist to-
day provides. Hence, farmers can
see a time coming when they will
have to cast about for some means
of turning at least a part of their
holdings and their activities into a
new avenue.

A considerable part of Henry
Ford's energy has been devoted to
furnishing an answer to this, and he
has for years been the prophet of
the doctrine that the twentieth cen-
tury will see a direct union, not
only between the farmer and the
breakfast table, but even more be-
tween the farmer and the industria-
list.

"THE INDUSTRIAL AGE
HAS SCARCELY DAWNED."

In Ford's own words: "For a
long time I have believed that in-
dustry and agriculture are natural
partners and that they should be-
gin to recognise and practise their
partnership. Agriculture needs a
wider and steadier market; indus-
trial workers need more and stead-
ier jobs. Can each be made to
supply what the other needs? 1
think so. The link between is chem-
istry. In the vicinity of Dearborn
we are farming (on thousands of
acres) everything from sunflowers
to soybeans. We pass the crops
through our laboratory to learn how
they may be used in the manufac-
ture of motor cars and thus provide
an industrial market for the farmer's
products. 1 foresee the time when
industry shall no longer denude the
forests which require generations to
mature, nor use up the mines which
were ages in making, but shall draw
its raw material largely from the
annual produce of the fields. I am
convinced that we shall be able to
get out of yearly crops most of the
basic materials, which we now get
from forests and mines. When
that day comes, and it is surely on
the way, the farmer will not lack a
market and the worker will not lack
a job. Our times are primitive.
True progress is yet to come. The
industrial age has scarcely dawned
as yet."

WHAT FORD CARS ARE
MADE OF

An overseas review of Ford's ac-
tivities recently gave the following
data of what goes into his cars: —

"Ford has just completed the
building of 25,000,000 cars and
trucks, and into the building of every
million vehicles to-day he utilises—
89,000,000 pounds of cotton,
cropped from 558,000 acres, for
making upholstery, brake linings,
timing gears and safety glass;
500,000 bushels of corn, harvested
from 11,280 acres, for rubber sub-
stitute, butyl alcohol and solvents;
2,400,000 1bs. of linseed oil, the
yield of 17,500 acres of flax, for the
manufacture of paints, core oil, soft
soap and glycerine; 2,500,000
gallons of molasses from 12,500
acres of sugar cane for making anti
freeze mixture, shock absorber
fluids and solvents; 3,200,000 Ibs.
Of wool, taken from 800,000 head
of sheep, used in the making of
upholstery, gaskets, anti rust, floor

coverings and lubricants; 1,500,000
square feet of leather, from 30,000
head of cattle, for making uphol-
stery and hide-glues; 20,000 pigs for
the supply of 1,000,000 Ibs. of lard
for lubricants, oleic acid, and bristles
for brushes; 350,000 Ibs. of mobhair,
from 87,500 goats, for making pile
fabric for upholstery; and, last, but
not least, 2,000,000 lbs. of soybean
oil, grown on 10,000 acres, for mak-
ing the lustrous and long-wearing
enamel which is now used in the
Ford factories.

"The farmer's job of keeping the
country's dinner table supplied is
thus being extended in the direction
visualised by motordom's greatest
figure, and the above facts are a
striking demonstration of this trend.
Added to those items mentioned we
also find that Ford uses beeswax,
which serves in electrical embedding
compounds, milk casein, castor and
tung oil. The castor oil comes from
the castor bean and the tung oil
from the Chinese tung tree whose
growth Ford is now encouraging
in the United States,

FORD AND THE SOYBEAN.

The review goes on to say: —
"After years of effort with a wide
variety of farm products, Ford fin-
ally selected the soybean for his
major experiment.

"This unique plant, for thousands
of years a product of peoples of the
Far East, who used its beans for
human and animal consumption,

ARE YOU A KEEN
SUPPORTER OF
THE NEW TIMES?

—Then see notice
on page 4.

produces a bean that is rich in oil
and meal, and the experience gained
has shown that the plant attracts and
deposits nitrogen, thus proving a
good soil fertiliser. Impervious to
frost damage, the soybean can be
grown in almost any soil. Sandy
loam is stated to be the ideal soil
for its successful growth. The nu-
tritive value of the soybean is high,
as it has twice the amount of pro-
tein and calories found in beefsteak,
and five times the caloric value, and
two hundred times the fat value of
the potato.

"In order to develop its use for
industrial purposes the Ford Com-
pany collaborated with the Edison
Institute in Dearborn in experi-
ments, the extent of which can be
judged from the fact that during
1932 and 1933 these experiments
cost Ford one and a quarter million
dollars! In the Edison Institute a
special oil-extractor was devised and
this extracts economically the oil
from crushed soybeans. Chemi-
cal experiments have shown that
the oil can be advantageously used
in manufacturing varnishes and
house paints, linoleum and oil cloth,
printers' ink, glycerine, fatty acids,
soap, foundry sand cores, vegetable
shortening and oleomargarine and,
as has already been stated, the ena-
mel used now on Ford cars. The
soybean meal is used to make the
excellent moulded parts such as
horn buttons, coil covers, light
switch assemblies, gear-shift knobs
and others now used in the manufac-
ture of Ford cars.

GROWING CAR PARTS.

"This progress and the experi-
ments so far have aroused world-
wide attention, but Ford sees fur-
ther—to the time when thousands
of articles of everyday use will be
wholly or partly made from
agricultural produce. As he told a
friend recently: ‘You will see the
time when a good many automobile
parts will be grown.” That this is no
fantastic dream is evidenced by the
developments which have already
been made, and it will help to bring

to agriculture that essential pros-
perity which is so necessary for
every section of the community. To
get an abundant livelihood for the
farmer and his family and to en-
able them to live under happier and
more secure conditions is the ob-
ject which science and industry have
to seek.

"For instance, the chemist has
also shown the wide uses to which
common corn can be eventually put.
Analytical chemistry has revealed
that the kernels of each grain are
composed of a hard outer hull, a
white starchy body, and, at the
point, a minute particle termed the
'germ," composed mainly of oil
Steeped in acid the corn disinte-
grates and the chemist collects the
component parts into separate con-
tainers. Then, wusing synthetic
chemistry methods, he can develop
from the germ an oil which can be
used in making soap, glycerine,
rubber substitute, etc.; from the
body of the kernel comes starch and
sugar which are used in making
table and laundry starch, dextrose,
glucose, maltose, syrup, tanners'
sugar, and various kinds of gums

and adhesives; from the hull the
chemist gets a bran for cattle feed-
ing.

"These examples clearly demon-
strate that Ford's belief in the
Agrindustrial Age is well founded,
and chemistry is the link which will
join together the farmer and the
industrialist."

* * *

Only one thing still holds back
such marvellous developments as
even we of this scientific age have
hardly dreamed of. That barrier
is finance—the black magic which
persuades people that it is right and
proper for symbols, tickets, tokens,
pieces of paper, book entries, to pre-
vent them from doing useful things
which they can do and which they
desire to do.

And here again Henry Ford is
in the forefront of progressive
thought. For none is quicker than
he to see and to declare that finance
should merely be the accounting of
men's activities instead of exercising
the master control over them. But
Ford also realises that this will only
come about when the people demand
it.

LETTERS TO

A NEW RATING BODY

Re the anti-cancer campaign.
This is one of the shrewdest
ramps put over the people for a
long time. It is sponsored by the
recently formed private associa-
tion called the College of Sur-
geons; the inaugurating sur-
geons, being Knights, procured
the Royal Charter for this pri-
vate association formed on the
basis of a secret society, and
thus the people have it held up
for their admiration as the Royal
College.

This private society is rapidly
assuming control and power in
the medical world by advancing
the value of its private degree,
relegating to the background the
real or University degrees. At
present it is sponsoring the ap-
parently laudable object of the at-
tack on cancer, which on the sur-
face appears to be very good, but
the proposal is really to get the
people to tax themselves to the
tune of £100,000, which will be
a nice sum for this society to
control, whilst at the same time
they will also control the giving
out of the favours as to who is
to get this money in the research
process.

The power of allotting favour
and position is a big one. Even
today the University is moaning
—through Professors Priestley
and Copland—the poverty of the
University. This all falls in with
the deeply laid plan to lower the
value of University degrees in the
eyes of the public, particularly
the medical degrees, and to delude
the public into the idea of the
greater value of the degree of the
private associations—the College
of Surgeons, the College of
Physicians, etc. It is in just the
same category as the control of
the manufacture of money pro-
cedure—take the power out of
public bodies, and hand it to private
corporations'.

"B.M. "

THE EDITOR

goods, I have just come across
an instance of this in England
(London Star, Feb. 9).

A farmer named Stickells was
sued for £14/12/6 quit rent due
to Lady Hawarden as Lady of
the Manor. He offered in pay-
ment 10,000 cabbages or 300
bushels of apples, saying that this
charge was formerly payable in
kind or in personal service. Lady
Hawarden's representative de-
clined cabbages or apples,
"smilingly" expressing the opin-
ion that they were not legal ten-
der. The judge said the griev-
ance was a matter for Parliament
rather than for the court, and
gave judgment against Stickells.

An isolated protest of this
nature probably has no appre-
ciable effect, but if a few hundred
farmers took up the same attitude
it is safe to say that Parliament
would very soon be forced to take
notice.

ATTEM.

SUGGESTED SLOGAN FOR
FLINDERS STREET.

In connection with the sign
to be placed, should the Railway
Commissioners agree, over the
main entrance to the Flinders
Street station, the following
slogan has been chosen: —

"Replace bank credit with
money issued by a Common-
wealth authority to promote the
common weal and our
abH‘ndance will really belong to
us!

A close second was: —

"In this land of milk and
honey,

There's
money;

If that weren't sad, it would be
funny!"

no lack excepting

C. ELLIS.

Hon. Secretary, National
Money League of Australia.

PAYING TAXES IN KIND.

Re the recent suggestion in a
New Times article that farmers
should go on strike against en-
forced levies for taxation, bank
repayments, etc., in the form of
money over whose day to day
value they exercise no control,

and that, pending national
regulation of money supplies,
they should refuse to pay

governments or banks except in

ROMANCE!

It was reported in last

Saturday's press that a young
Englishman and his wife, sailing
their little schooner round the
world in search of romance
and adventure, brought mails
to the islanders of Tristan da
Cunha.
The first letter opened by the
Rev. Mr. Wilde, who is vicar,
administrator, magistrate and
doctor of Tristan da Cunha,
was his English income tax
form!
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SLEEPING BEAUTY

By YAFFLE, in "Reynolds News."

The other day the House of
Commons rejected a Bill to in-
crease the powers of the House
of Lords.

But, though the Bill was re-
jected, it afforded a timely oppor-
tunity to remind the nation of
the inestimable value of a Second
House and that the House of
Lords still exists.

The general opinion among
Government supporters was that,
although the Lords need no
strengthening, they do need en-
couragement. As one Tory
member expressed it—"Members
of the House of Lords have lost
faith in themselves."

This is unhappily true. Our
Peers are passing through a
critical period of self doubt, as
who should say, "What, if at all,
am [ for?"

Thus, if you enter the august
assembly on any ordinary day,
when they are not debating any-
thing really exciting, such as a
tax on cuckoo-clocks, or on what
occasions the Guards should
wear busbies, you will see the
Peers wearing that expression of
preoccupation with the problem
of existence which can sometimes
be seen on the faces of old par-
rots.

Many are wondering why they
are there. Some are even won-
dering if they are there.

It is said that a noble lord will
sometimes, in the middle of a
speech, rise and ask the Lord
Chancellor to reassure him that
he is himself and not something
else, such as an ancestor or a
bath mat.

* * *

For the Lords have little to do
but contemplation, and, as any
philosopher knows, it is not easy
for the contemplative mind to de-
cide whether it has any reason
for existence, or even whether it
actually does exist. It is, after
all, a matter that has never been
satisfactorily settled.

No man can spend much time
in contemplation without con-
cluding that there is no differ-
ence between Mind and Matter.
Once there, you cannot avoid the
conviction that you have no
separate existence. "How, then,"
you ask, "can there be two separ-
ate Houses? Clearly, this House
does not really exist."

And at that point you go home
to tea, quick, before you decide
there is no such thing as a
whisky and soda.

We shall sympathise with these
difficulties, and agree that the
Lords need encouraging. They
must be convinced of their value
to the State. That value was
stated very emphatically by one
Tory member when he said,
"The House of Lords . . . has cer-

tain valuable delaying powers."

This was further emphasised
by another member, who said
that the Lords "fulfilled a use-
ful purpose at the present time
by serving as a brake on demo-
cracy." This, perhaps, explains
why so many of the democracy,
at the present time, are broke.

Democracy, he added, had a
habit of being swayed by pas-
sions of a temporary character,
and the Lords "gave an oppor-
tunity for thought and considera-
tion."

The need for this delaying
power will be appreciated by
those who are alarmed at the hot-
headed impetuosity with which

democratic Tory Governments
rush through legislation for the
amelioration of poverty.

When one realises that in the
short space of fifteen years they
have already discovered that
there are distressed areas, and,
swayed by temporary passions,
have even gone so far as to de-
cide that something ought to be
done, one sees the necessity of
putting a brake upon this head-
long process and enforcing a
period of thought and considera-
tion.

For this the Lords are amply
fitted by heredity. For if you
want delaying power, it is re-
assuring to know that a man's
family has delayed doing any-
thing at all for centuries. And,
as a breeder of pedigree tortoises,
I can testify to the fact that de-
laying power improves with a

good stock.
* * *

It is only just, however, to add
that many of the ripest and fruiti-
est hereditary legislators are no
longer concerned with the prob-
lem of their existence. Their calm
indifference to their surroundings
is due to other causes.

By continual contemplation of
their own fruitiness they have
reached a higher plane of con-
sciousness, which renders them

SAFETY OR SAFETY PINS?

By DYNAMICS

"Through Darkest Pondelayo,"
by Serena Livingstone-Stanley,
is not a book which the present
writer would recommend to his
friends, for the reason that the
burlesque is too farcical and the
satire lacking in subtlety; but the
following passage from it may
appeal to the sense of humour of
a wide range of people: "Mrs. M.
says it is so difficult to keep in
touch with the English fashions.
She mostly wears a sarong or
native costume, which is just a
sheet fastened with safety pins,
like a ghost in charades, only
Mrs. M.'s sarong is bright red
and more safety pins than the
Pondelayeans (she being Eng-
lish), and a hard straw hat like
her husband's, and black cotton
stockings with white sandshoes,
because, she says, her husband
likes her to keep up the prestige
of the English in foreign lands.
Francis said, 'Don't you get
rather tired of keeping it up with
safety-pins?"

As one laughs aloud or grins
to oneself at this picture of a
missionary's wife in the fanciful

indifferent to the claims of the
material.

Sometimes, it is said, the
House will be plunged for a
whole day into a state of Bliss,
from which they can only be re-
trieved at the closure by a
trained staff of knockers-up, kept
on the premises for the purpose.

Some of them, I am told, are
so far advanced in timeless con-
templation of the Infinite that
they have won free of Matter and
achieved powers of Levitation—
that is, the inherent power of
material bodies to become sus-
pended in air.

I am told it is a common sight,
during a debate, to see a number
of peers floating about among the
light-fixtures, so far are they re-
moved, physically and mentally,
from the claims of baser earth.
At dinnertime they have to be
brought down by lassoes and fed
through a tube.

All this, of course, adds con-
siderably to their delaying
powers 1n legislation, and makes
it very difficult to get a Bill for
doing nothing in particular
rushed through before it is a
generation out of date.

Probably nothing will be heard
of the Lords again for some time.
But, after this brief reminder of
their existence, we can settle
down to the process of delaying,
reassured that the Lords are
always there to safeguard demo-
cracy against the threat of re-
presentative government.

And, on behalf of the demo-
cracy, I propose that we wake
them up and thank them.

Professor S. H. Roberts,
Professor of History,
University of Sydney.

foreign affairs.

should play a lone hand in conducting her own

For all this pretence of our being vitally interested

Dear Professor,

May we congratulate you warmly, and perhaps
criticise you mildly also, over some of the things
you are reported to have said when addressing
Sydney Rotarians on Wednesday.

Congratulation Number One: "We have heard
too much from these 'Yes-yes' men that we stand
or fall by Britain."

Congratulation Number Two: "For Australian or
South African troops to 'hop in' and try to preserve
the European frontiers—as would happen if the
theorists had their way—would be lunacy."

Congratulation Number Three: "I don't know

who determines Australia's foreign policy—no one
seems to know—>but we must formulate a definite
policy, for this policy will be the major element in
our lives within the next few years."
Now for the friendly criticism.  You are reported
to have said also that (1) Britain must not
interfere in the morass of Central European
politics, and (2) Australia, with other Dominions,
should play a more prominent part in guiding the
Empire’s foreign affairs. The first of these seems to
us just as unwarrantable interference in Britain’s
affairs as in Britain’s present practice of dictating,
through our yes-men, our own foreign policy. As for
the second, we believe you would be representing
Australian opinion better if you said that Australia

in "Empire"” matters, dear Professor, is so much
blarney. What does Canada matter to us? Or
South Africa? Or India? Or Britain itself? With
the latter, certainly, we do a considerable amount
of trade, but, whether in peace time or in war time,
Britain has always had the thick end of the stick in
this, as in every other one of our mutual re-
lationships, and Britain is less anxious to lose that
connection than we are. Australia represents little
more than a milch cow to those who control Britain's
policy (and who, incidentally, no more represent the
average Briton than they do the average
Australian).

Let us by all means be friendly with the peoples of
these countries—more friendly perhaps, on account
of closer kinship, than we are with other
peoples—but let us get it right out of our heads
that we have to get into a bloody war every time
their financiers and industrial monopolists get into
holts with similar people in other countries. The
less we have to do with poking our noses into Em-
pire affairs the better for us. And the better, too, for
universal peace. It is the mob rather than the
individual, and the pack rather than the lone wolf,
which promotes bloodshed.

As for defending ourselves, no one has
ever yet produced anybody but a Bogey Man that
wants to invade an Australian which deals fairly
with the outside world.

THE NEW TIMES

land of Pondelayo, such hack-
neyed phrases as "the white
man's burden" tend to come to
mind, and with them a partial
certainty and vague doubts about
the trend of relations between
the more civilised races and the
groups of dark-skinned men who
inhabit India and Africa.

Let it first be said that there
is a function, which a cultured
missionary can fulfill in serving
the less sophisticated peoples
who, in certain senses, are back-
ward. Knowledge of the life
and philosophy of Dr. Albert
Schweitzer would bring convic-
tion to most people who might
have doubt on this point. On the
other hand, before it can be said
of any set of efforts that they
have been truly Christian, there
must be the evidence that the
overall effects have been of a
salving, serving and saving
nature. To be satisfied that any
person or group of persons is
stimulated by righteous senti-
ments and guided by true prin-
ciples is not enough; there must,
besides, be the assurance that in
the structure of community
cohesion there is nothing, which
tragically counteracts the well-
meaning efforts of the people
concerned.

The areas near the equator in
Africa under the influence of
British administration offer a
field of reference where any care-
ful observer of the happenings
during the last few years would
find 1t difficult to vindicate the
effects of the impact of the white
race upon the native tribes.
Whether trade followed the flag
or the Cross or vice-versa is of
no moment in the argument; the
fact is that today the results of
the incidence of these ingredients
on and into the lives of the people
who belong to these parts is woe-
ful and tragic.

The proprieties of a pagan and
lurid finance-commercial system,
which are the backbone of our
Empire structurally, have be-
come the dominant factors in
spoiling and disintegrating the
community life of the natives.
The reason may be found in the
fact that the Church has not
been sufficiently statesmanlike in
the depth and width of its grasp
of the factors, which make for a
full-orbed righteousness.

That there have been men and
women of the finest type who
have worked gloriously to en-
lighten the savages among whom
they slaved (literally taking their
lives in their hands) there can
be little doubt, but the Church as
a whole was at fault in not de-
tecting the nigger in the wood-
pile at home, and when the same
jack-in-the-box was loosened
upon unlettered peoples, it placed
them in bondage to a debt-plus-
taxation regime of extraordinary
power to damn and to degrade.

The prestige of the English has
disappeared, and the result will
be disastrous until the people as
a whole—meaning every Tom,
Dick and Harriette, and includ-
ing pontifex and publican—unite
to insist that a change in the sys-
tem be inaugurated. As we
have condemned, according to the
overall effects discoverable, we
will make demands, not for
methods, but for desirable
results, such as individual freedom
and security, coupled with a
reasonable degree of affluence for
every person in accordance with
the prodigious productivity of
the earth and its inhabitants.

Some of the native tribes may
yet show us how to live in simple
dignity without the safety pins.

P.S.—Some readers may like a
reference to Schweitzer's book,
"My Life and Thought," in
which this passage occurs:
“what has been passing for
Christianity  during  these
nineteen centuries is merely a
beginning, full of weaknesses
and mistakes, not a full
grown Christianity springing
form the spirit of Jesus.”
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1817 Comes to Meet
1937

An English contemporary re-
printed the other day this passage
written by William Cobbett in
1817: —

"Last year the misery was as-
cribed to the 'surplus produce’; this
year to a 'surplus population.’ Last
year, food was too plentiful; this
year food is too scarce.

"Last year the profound as well
as humane Castlereagh congratula-
ted that body, of which he is a most
worthy member, that wheat was ris-
ing in price, and he asked, in a tri-
umphant tone, where would be the
distress if wheat rose to 80s. a
quarter? This year this profound
statesman expresses the hope that
the price of food will soon fall, and
ascribes the distress to the high
price, and not to the low price, as
in the case of the last year.

"Last year the distress and suf-
ferings of the poor, the desertion of
their parishes by the farmers, the
bands of poor prowling about the
country, the want of employment
for them, and the monstrous aug-
mentation of the Poor-rates, were
ascribed by the honourable House,
without a dissenting voice, to the
low price of farm produce; and this
year, when all these symptoms of
wretchedness have increased in a
three-fold degree, that same House,
with a similar unanimity, and with
equal profundity, ascribes the in-
crease of these evils to the high price
of farm produce.

"The year before last, in the face
of the petitions of the people, and
with troops actually drawn up
around the House, a Bill was passed
to keep up the price of corn. Last
year the distresses of the country
were ascribed to not having passed
that Bill sooner, this year those
same distresses, together with their
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prodigious increase, are ascribed to
the high price of corn.

"After this, would it be presump-
tuous in the most illiterate and most
feeble-minded person alive to ex-
press his dissent from the opinions
of any of those persons, or from the
unanimous opinion of the whole put
together?"

Alongside what Cobbett wrote
120 years ago there might fittingly
be placed an article in last week's
London Economist to which pro-
minence was given in Monday's
cables, and which said, in part, "The
problem is to protect the consumer
rather than to save the producer.
Time has come for a reversal of re-
strictive policies which have outlived
the crisis from which they sprang.”
Which is to say that we must now
right about face. For several years
the purpose of all our University
economists and so-called statesmen
has been avowedly to raise prices.
Now their inspired book, the Eco-
nomist, indicates that their purpose
must be to turn a handspring and
lower prices. The madmen are still
at the tiller.

This year has seen prices going
up in every direction. Beginning
with the metals required for the
great public works policies of re-
armament, the effect was soon
noticed in wool, wheat, leather,
petrol, and other staple commodi-
ties. Now everyone else at the pro-
duction end is hopping in for his cut.

The second stage is the upward
trend of wages, accompanied, as al-
ways, by strikes, threats of strikes,
and general industrial turmoil
everywhere—the workers in indus-
try being already flat out in their
chase round that spiral where prices
are always at least a few jumps
ahead of wages.

Prices overseas are up principally
because thousands of millions of
pounds are being paid to armament
workers without their products be-
ing offered for sale, so that pro-
ducers of the goods, which are in the
market, can mark up their tickets to
a point where production again for
the moment becomes profitable. As
a result of this, following upon the
scarcity of artificially restricted out-
put, many Australian exporters are
sharing in the benefits. As the next
result, commodities used in Austra-
lia which can now be sold profitably
abroad (wheat, for instance) have
been raised in price. This auto-
matically affects the cost of living,
and so wages have to go up, too.

When the general rise in wages
has been conceded, practically every-
thing for sale in Australia will ad-
vance in price—and the first turn of
the spiral will have been completed.
The process can then continue in-
definitely, subject, in Australia's
case, to two provisos. These are:
(1) a continuance of unrestricted
and "buoyant" overseas markets,
and/or (2) large scale borrowings
by Australian governments (which

may be partly disguised as
“overseas investments” in this
country).

The end will be exactly the same
as we say immediately after 1929;
it is as certain as that night will
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follow day. Last week we referred
to the fools' paradise in which our
wheatgrowers are dwelling. We are
all racing for the same lunatic
asylum—except the shorter-winded
wage earner, who can't keep up.
With luck, the position may hold
out for a year or two, unless some
country's "public works" explode in
the meantime. But when the in-
evitable breakdown occurs we shall
find ourselves saddled with bigger
debts and heavier taxation than
ever.

We have only one way of escape,
and that is, as Cobbett said 120
years ago, to express our "dissent
from the opinions of any of those
persons, or from the unanimous
opinion of the whole put
together.” Without knowing, or
needing to know the technical
whys and wherefores of inflation

and deflation, of prosperity and
depression, even "the most illiterate
and most feebleminded person
alive" is aware that scarcity is now
artificial and that such expedients
as Spend more-spend less, Grow
more-grow less, Raise prices-lower
prices, are willful perversions.
We all know enough to demand
that what is or can be produced
should be made available in such a
way that neither producer nor
consumer is fleeced and that every
inhabitant of the Commonwealth
gets access at least to sufficient for
good health.

This is possible. It is our right.
And if we join in the non-party
electoral campaign we hall get the
results we demand.

If we don’t, we shall soon be back to
war or to a worse depression than
ever.

What Is Mr.
Dunstan Learning?

Victoria's Premier, Mr. Duns-
tan, already has the cables burn-
ing with news of what he is
learning overseas. That he has
made one of his first calls on
Edward, Duke of Windsor, does
him credit—since in the ordinary
course of events that would have
been the principal reason for Mr.
Dunstan's trip abroad. The
Premier also informed his fellow-
Australians that their ex-King
is well and happy, which most of
them will be sincerely pleased to
hear; likewise that he asked,
"How is Billy Hughes?" —from
which Australia will infer that
Edward still retains his sense
of healthy humour.

Getting down to local matters,
Mr. Dunstan announces that, as
a result of his investigations into
the manufacture of petrol from
coal in Germany, he is "most
hopeful" that Victoria will be
able to do something with its
brown coal deposits. Exactly
whence Mr. Dunstan's hopeful-
ness springs is not made clear.
It is hardly to be assumed that he
has been let into the secret of
some technical process, which has
hitherto been a closed book to all
our engineers. Has he perhaps
discovered that there is no good
reason why what is physically
possible should not be made
financially possible?

Mr. Dunstan has certainly
been looking into finance, be-
cause he also tells us "I made
special inquiries in Germany and
Vienna about hospitals and
hospital finance. I gleaned some
valuable ideas"—and then the
provoking man stopped short.
So, until our leading politicians
deign to pay another visit to their
constituents, we are all left up
in the air.

But a quiet tip is that most of
their valuable ideas will centre
round new and more ingenious
modes of taxation.

Casey's Ideas About
Sugar

R. G. Casey has also been get-
ting ideas. He delivered himself
of twin children of the brain at
the Sugar Conference on Monday.

One of the brace was that if

(Continued on next page.)

THE CORE OF THE PROBLEM

The core of the problem (in
India) is rural debt, and with
it the enslavement of the
peasantry to the moneylender
(banker). Blank despair of the
future has settled on the
countryside. The one effective
remedy is the lightening of the
burden of debt—that alone will
bring new hope, new courage
into the life of the villages—
9/10ths of the population of
India.

The debt is colossal, running
into several hundred million
sterling and the annual demand
on account of interest exceeds
the total revenue of India,
central and provincial. The
greater portion of the debt is
built up with compound interest.
In a country, which depends
mainly on agriculture for its
property, the blighting effect of
this incubus of debt, not only on
the peasantry, but on commerce
and industry, can easily be
imagined.

—Sir William Barton, K.C.L.E.,
in the "National Review."
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the consumption of sugar in low-
consumption countries could be
stimulated to even a limited ex-
tent, not only would the problem
of over production be solved, but
there would even be a shortage
of supplies. After giving that
great thought to the world, Mr.
Casey rested from his labours for
the moment, leaving it to some-
one else to clothe his baby.

How is overseas consumption
of our sugar to be stimulated,
whether in high-consumption
or in low consumption
countries? Quite clearly, since
our Australian growers don't
want payment in  foreign
currency, it can be done only
by Australians arranging to buy
the equivalent in  other
produce from those countries.
Which brings us back to the
old riddle which Mr. Casey has
always sidestepped: If vyou
haven't the money to buy your
own production, how can you
have the money to buy other
people's production in exchange
for your own?

The other of our Treasurer's
mental deliverances was a very ill
favoured child that proclaimed its
existence with a wail. "Any
limitation of output,” he said,
"would create graver problems in
all parts of Australia than in
other countries enjoying greater
diversity of agriculture and more
flexible social conditions and liv-
ing standards.” Greater diversity of
agriculture may be disregarded,

because it is an untrue
statement— for which of the
other sugar-producing countries

has a wider, or even as wide a
range in agricultural production
as Australia? The burden of
R. G. Casey is therefore that
other countries enjoy more flex-
ible social conditions and living
standards than we in Australia.
Enjoy! What Mr. Casey is in-
dicating is that, when the lords
of finance decree that money
must be in short supply, the living
standards of other countries can
be cut even lower than the dumb
Australian people will suffer for
themselves. And he regrets that
we will not permitourselves
to enjoy such flexibility!

Readers are recommended to
keep a careful tab on the state-
ments, which from now on will
be coming forth in a spate from
our little men overseas. Intoxi-
cated with their surroundings, it
will be surprising if they don't
let out of the bag some cats
which will be worth a saucer of
milk till our bagmen come home
to face them—and us.

"AS MUCH AS THE TRADE
CAN BEAR."

"For many years the tobacco
trade has borne a heavy load of
duty which is still at the highest
figure at which it has ever
stood— a figure to which it was
raised in the emergency budget
of 1931.

"While some other
commodities and some classes of
taxpayers have received relief from
the additional burdens imposed at
that time, there has been no
lightening of the weight of
taxation on tobacco.

"I believe that the present
rate of duty is as much as the
trade can bear and that any
further increase in duty would
have an immediate and definite
restrictive effect on consumption."

So said Lord Dulverston,
chairman of the Imperial Tobacco
Co., at the annual meeting at
Bristol on February 16.

He then proceeded to announce a
dividend of 25%.

Poor trade! Poor consumer, who
has to bear both the extortionate

taxation and the extortionate
dividende

THE BRITISH MONARCHY AND THE

REGENCY BILL

By ARTHUR BRENTON, in the "New Age" (Feb. 18, 1937).

The message to the House of
Commons on January 26, purport-
ing to have originated with George
VI, and reputed to express his
wishes, sets the seal on the Abdica-
tion Ramp. Anybody might sup-
pose, judging by the terms of the
message that the contingency of ill-
ness overtaking Kings had only just
occurred to the mind of George VI.
Of course it is self-evident that if the
reigning monarch becomes incapaci-
tated from doing his job somebody
must do it on his behalf. That has
always been recognised; so there
was no need for all the palaver in
the message referred to. A clue to
what is behind it is provided by a
passage in one newspaper hinting
that in future the monarch may
spend much more time travelling
about the Empire than has been the
case hitherto. Well, for all practi-
cal purposes, the absence of a mon-
arch from England is the same thing
as the illness of the monarch. If he
cannot sign State documents on the
dotted line as and when they are
ready for his signature, it makes no
odds whether he is a tourist, an in-
valid or a corpse.

* * *

But from another angle of view
there is a difference. The mon-
arch's health is in the hands of God:
but his movements are in his own
(nominally) or in those of his ad-
visers (actually). And this leads
to the reflection that there can be
occasions when an absent monarch
can be as useful to the banking
classes as an absent-minded Parlia-
ment. As Lord Hewart pointed out,
the bureaucrats slip through the
legislation they want while the
House is asleep. (Cf. the New-
foundland ramp.) The ministerial
division lobby is packed with som-
nambulists whose votes, by some
alchemistic process, transmute into
statute law the will of the people.
Then, of course, the signature of the
monarch is required—and without
delay. Very well, how very con-
venient for the bureaucratic con-
spirators if, while Parliament is
away in the land of dreams, the
monarch is away in some other land.
And how easy it would be for them
to arrange beforehand that the mon-
arch's travels should coincide in
time with their contemplated legis-
lative ramps. They then become,
through their nominated Regency,
the Royal Assenters to their own
nefarious designs.

Nomination of Regency

But can they nominate the Re-
gency? Well, the message of
George VI is formally an acknow-
ledgment of Parliament's right to
say who shall act in his stead. It
is a virtual admission that the reign-
ing monarch, even when mentally
and physically fit and well, has no
right to exercise his own judgment
in the selection of persons to whom
his authority shall be delegated in
the contingency of his incapacity.
Why?

% % %

A Regent obviously ought to ex-
ercise the same prerogatives as be-
long to the monarch. These prero-
gatives are extra-Parliamentary,
and in fact super-Parliamentary.
They include that of declining to
accept the advice of Ministers. So,
if Parliament and the Cabinet claim
the right to appoint the Regent, and
by the same token deny that right
to the Monarch, they are usurping
the prerogatives of the monarchy.
You get a picture of bureaucratic
conspirators nominating the very
authority, which under the Consti-
tution 1s supposed to protect the
people against them! That being
the case, it follows that the
incapacitation of the monarch is the
abdication of the monarch in every
sense except irrevocability.

* * *

Of course if we postulate a
monarch who does what he’s told,
and seeks to do no other, it does
not matter who acts in his place.
But if you postulate on one who
has an independent conception of
his duty and a will of his own it

matters very much whether he shall
have the right to appoint as Regent
a person (or persons) who share his
outlook and resolution.  And
particularly so when the incapacity
against which he makes this
provision is going to be temporary;
for it would be vital for him to
ensure the continuity of his policy
under the Regency.

The King's Health

The foregoing paragraphs were
written last Thursday morning. In
the evening of that day news was
published that Cavalcade had been
denied distribution-facilities by the
trade on account of its having pub-
lished certain reports or rumours
about the present King's health.
Presumably they were of a disquiet-
ing nature. The official suggestion
is that they are without foundation,
and have been invented or guessed
at to account for the Regency legis-
lation. This may be so. It is true
that rumours were current before
the message to Parliament, but per-
haps not before certain people on
the inside got to know that the King
was going to be advised to send the
message. Be that as it may, the
officially inspired reassurance is ob-
scurely formulated, and seems to
stop short at the point of saying
that there has been no recent altera-
tion for the worse in the King's
health. This, of course, leaves it
open for the authors of the rumours
to put forward the theory that the
state of health referred to in the

"YES-YES MEN."

Mr. Casey, described in the Lon-
don press as "Mr. Eden of Australia
black-haired, blue-eyed,
Guards-moustached, 'Varsity-
voiced Mr. Richard Gardiner
Casey, D.S.0., M.C.," is also an-
nounced this week as having "meet-
ings with financial authorities
which include lunches and dinners
almost daily. He will lunch with
the Governor of the Bank of Eng-
land, Mr. Montagu Norman, later
in the week . . . and will spend the
weekend with the secretary of the
Committee of Imperial Defence,
Sir Maurice Hankey."

* *

Now read again, in the open letter
to Professor Roberts on page 3, what
the Professor had to say about our
yes-yes men.

rumours dates back to before the
Regency legislation was set in mo-
tion, and, maybe, back to a time be-
fore the Abdication Crisis of De-
cember 3-10, 1936.

* * *

Now, if any evidence supporting
this theory were to be forthcoming
it would open up a new line of in-
vestigation into the cause of
the Abdication Crisis. For if,
on December 3, when the Premier
and Primate started to dethrone Ed-
ward VIII, they knew that his suc-
cessor was not in a fit state of health
to undertake the responsibilities of
Kingship, they have laid themselves
open to the charge that their ulti-
mate objective was to establish a
Regency. To answer it with any
degree of plausibility they would
have to be able to say that the
health of Edward VIII's successor
seemed all right at the time of the
Crisis, and got worse after the Ab-
dication. This would be to con-
tradict the officially inspired sug-
gestion now before the public that
the present King's health has not
recently changed for the worse.

* * *

On general grounds, we are in-
clined to adopt the theory that the
Premier's policy all along was to
establish a Regency, and that his at-
tack on Edward VIII was a device to
enthrone a successor who could be
counted on to tolerate a Regency
nominated by Parliament in form
and by the City and Treasury in
fact. It will be seen that our theory
does not depend on the question of
the King’s health, but on that of his
inclinations. If a King is disinclined
to discharge his responsibilities
personally and independently the
effect is just the same whether the
reason has to do with his health or
not.

Again this theory implies nothing of
a disparaging nature against the pre-
sent King. For instance, he could
adduce the same reasons for putting
the Throne into commission as could
his brother for vacating it, namely,
that the prerogatives left to the
Monarch are not now worth exer-
cising—that they have left him
powerless, as Edward VIII said on
the wireless, "to discharge my duties
as King as I would wish to do."”

Ridiculing Monarchy

The open attack on Edward VIII as
a person was only a phase in a
concealed attack on the monarchi-
cal institution, which he represented.
This is confirmed in part by what
preceded the Crisis, and in part by
what has succeeded it. In Septem-
ber 1935, Mr. Golder pointed out
the significance of certain cartoons
in the News Chronicle, in which
the Monarch was flippantly presen-
ted under the designation: "The
Little King." They had nothing to
do with the private behaviour of any
particular king, but all to do with the
political impotence or ignorance of
kings in general. Thus, as Mr.
Golder pointed out, they ridiculed
the office of kingship itself and
tended to undermine the dignity and
prestige of the monarchical institu-
tion. From another angle, as Mr.
Golder also pointed out, they could
be construed as a subtle suggestion
that the successor to George V.
(who was alive at the time) might
reasonably weigh the definite advan-
tages of renouncing the Throne
against the disadvantages of oc-
cupying it, and might elect to abdi-
cate. Mr. Golder's reasoning was
not prompted by any gossip about
the private affairs of Edward VIII
(then Prince of Wales)—such gos-
sip, even if it was then circulating,
was unknown to him, as it was to
the public generally. His warning
has proved to be prophetic almost to
the last detail. For one phrase of
Edward VIIL's valedictory broad-
cast needed only a slight modifica-
tion to make it an exact fulfilment of
the warning. That is where he said
that he was unable to discharge his
duties, as he would wish. Without
altering the essential meaning of
that phrase he could have said: "I
am not prepared to suffer the indig-
nity of discharging my duties as
construed by my official advisers
and unofficial mentors." And he
could have justified that attitude
precisely by reference to the car-
toons already mentioned, pointing
out that if, as suggested, the mon-
archy was the fifth wheel of the
Constitutional Coach—if the Crown,
like the Law, was a "hass"—it was
not consistent with his own self-
respect to wear a crown.

* * *

So much for the a priori confir-
mation of our theory. As for the
corroboration afforded by the Crisis
itself and its consequences, there is
much to be added to what we have
said earlier. Let us begin by citing
the legal doctrine that a person is
presumed to intend the natural con-
sequences of what he does. This
applies just as truly to statesmen in
high politics as to citizens in the
ordinary affairs of life. Now, it is
an elementary axiom in statecraft
that if the occupant of a high office
is held up to ridicule and contempt
the odium created besmirches the of-
fice itself. To go no further back
than Montesquieu, it was he (we
think) who said that a ruler must
not be presented (in picture, speech
or writing) in attitudes or circum-
stances reminding his subjects that
he partakes of their common hu-
manity. This renowned philosopher
decorated his proposition with some
choice Rabelaisian examples. We
will indicate their nature by offer-
ing the suggestion that if he were
drawing examples from contempor-
ary history he would probably say
that though a great ruler might be
pictured in the attitude of giving the
Nazi salute, the raised arm and
hand must on no account be invested
with flippant significances. The call
of Hitler must not be associated
with the call of nature. (Cf the
interjector who spoiled Oswald
Mosley’s effect at the Albert Hall
meeting in London. Mosley, with
the spotlights playing on him from
the darkened hall, was theatrically
opening proceedings by raising his

(Continued on page 8)

Unemployment and
Money-Lending

By J STANLEY PARKES, in
"Prosperity" (London)

Many people who are taking an
interest in the problem of "unem-
ployment" fail to realise that a cer-
tain amount of unemployment is
necessary to our present system of
financial control.

It should be realised that an "Un-
employed Pool" plays two essential
parts in the control of the system;
firstly, by making it difficult for
employed workers to obtain better
conditions and pay, thus retaining a
low standard of living; and, sec-
ondly, by causing the unemployed to
consume that portion of the peoples'
incomes which might otherwise be
used to pay off debt and create
reserves.

While all agree that re-employ-
ment of the idle would result in a
condition of prosperity, it is com-
paratively few who envisage the
logical consequences, which would
follow.

In financial circles, however, it is
recognised that real prosperity (not
the "City of London" type) enables
individuals, industry, and the Gov-
ernment to repay loans and cancel
debts, and while this may be all very
well for the Government, industry,
and the people, it is highly discon-
certing to the moneylenders. Con-
sider for a moment how such "un-
favourable" circumstances would
affect them.

There would be no borrowers! Is
it not on account of our sympathetic
attitude towards the moneylenders
that we place the issue and control
of our National Currency and
Credit in the hands of one of their
most secret institutions? Ought we
to be surprised, therefore, if their
policy includes the maintenance of
their position and monopoly as
money-lenders-in-chief?

* * *

Perhaps there are still some who
have not realised that the present
policy of the financial system is dir-
ectly opposed to the true function of
the industrial system; for, while the
latter strives continually to cancel
debt by the production of real
wealth, the former depends on the
continuance of debt and the limita-
tion of supply! National prosperity
cannot exist side by side with un-
diminished debt. But are we con-
cerned about industrial prosperity
and maximum productivity, or with
the preservation of monopolies and
a usurious system for the benefit

of vested interests? That is the
question!
Neither King Parliament,

Cabinet Ministers, nor M.P.'s can
do more than apply paltry pallia-
tives unless the issue and regulation
of our National Money is placed
beyond the control of speculators
and manipulators and is used for
the welfare of the people.

* * *

Every thinking man knows that
real wealth is obtained by work and
industry and that we can never be
prosperous while maintaining one-
fifth of our productive capacity in a
state of idleness.

We have land and fisheries,
flocks and herds, willing workers,
scientists, engineers, and executive
ability. We are not suffering from
fire, flood, famine, earthquake, pes-
tilence, or lack of initiative.

Perhaps our failure is due to
ignorance, apathy, or fear. If so,
there is a solution to the problem.
The solution rests in our desire to
be a FREE people, with OPPOR-
TUNITY for ALL.

3DB HECKLE HOUR.
NEXT SATURDAY, 8§ P.M

LISTEN IN TO

JOHN HOGAN
Subject:

“THE PARTY SYSTEM
ISNOT DEMOCRATIC.
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W.M.HUGHES AND THE GATTI
FAMILY

From the daily press and Smith's
Weekly most Australian readers
will be familiar with the story of
the Gatti family, of which the
father is a returned soldier on
casual work at Redcliffs, while his
wife and eleven children are under
threat of eviction and unable to get
a suitable house, although they have
kept their rent up to date.

"SUPPORT FROM MR.
HUGHES."

Wednesday's Herald, under the
heading, "Support From Mr.
Hughes For Mr. Gatti," contained
the following: —

"MILDURA, Wednesday—Mr.
0. Gatti, the returned soldier
father of the 11 children, about to
be evicted with the mother from a
house in Footscray, has received a
telegram of encouragement from
the Federal Minister for Health
(Mr. Hughes), in reply to a letter
written by Mr. Gatti."

The tone of the above message
would indicate, would it not, that
W. M. Hughes was doing, or in-
tending to do something by way of
assisting the Gatti family?

Let us see what Mr. Hughes has
done to deserve this favourable pub-
licity.

MR. GATTI TO MR. HUGHES.

We have received the following
copy of a letter written to W. M.
Hughes by Mr. Gatti: — Honoured
Sir,

[ am a returned soldier. I know
my being so is to act as an intro-
duction to you, and [ feel you will
review that which follows sympa-
thetically, and will leniently regard
my tendency to self-estimation,
which the nature of this letter
necessitates. Bluntly, [ am asking
you to help place me in a position
that will pay a man with a two-ton
truck a wage that will provide for
wife and eleven children. I am
strong, healthy, and am willing to
go anywhere. I have not yet been
forced to accept the dole or
sustenance work. I was a farmer
in the Mallee for 16 years, straight
from receiving my discharge in
1919, and am one of those dispos-
sessed by the Government on ac-
count of the N.W. Mallee being
classed as "marginal area," unsuit-
able for wheat growing. By the
Closer Settlement officials I have
been vouched for as 100 per cent, as
a worker and a settler. I received
the maximum recompense of £100,
in return for the capital and years
of earnest work that I sank into my
farm. That, I invested by way of
a deposit in a motor truck, trust-
ing that by carting fruit and wheat
and, out of season, sand, I could
earn sufficient to provide for my
family all the year round. You will
realise the basic wage, for just a
man's work, could not house, feed
and clothe a family of thirteen.

My hopes have not been realised,
and I have been forced to the course
of drawing the surrender value of
my £200 insurance policy (so leav-
ing my family totally unprovided
for, in the event of my death) in
order to avert repossession of the
truck, also that source has provided
meagre sustenance up to now, when
the position has become desperate.
I have vigorously sought work of
any description, and have only been
fortunate in securing temporary
jobs at a wage sufficient to provide
for my large family.

Desperation has driven me to
petition in influential quarters— as
it is now prompting me to appeal to
you, "the Digger's friend." Does
it not appear ridiculous that these
gentlemen whom I have approached
up to the present cannot place a
strong, earnest man who has a
large family, when at the same time
they talk of immigration and a fall-
ing birth rate? Forgive me if you
scent an innuendo, but it is so hard to
keep from being bitter when such
contradictions aggravate one’s worrying
position.

Can I beg you to use your influence in
placing my case in such quarters where

attention
be judged on its just

it will receive immediate

and  will

merits?

Would you consider, as Minister
for Repatriation, putting the pro-
position to the Department to ar-
range a loan to pay off the balance
owing on the truck—approxim ately
£200 inclusive (interest, etc.)? The
present position is that, one instal-
ment owing, the truck will be re-
possessed, and the £287 paid at such
sacrifice will be lost. In the event
of this being effected the Depart-
ment could hold the truck as se-
curity until such time as I could pay
off agreed on amount of instalments
—possibly at a lower rate than
those demanded by the "Premier
Investment Co.," viz., £14/5/5.

Failing your coming to my
rescue, and situated as I am—un-
able to procure work— 1 am afraid
the truck must go.

Believe me, sir,
Yours respectfully and hopefully,
OLIMPIS GATTI.

1859, 5th Pioneer Bat.

MR. HUGHES TO MR. GATTI.

Here is what Mr. Hughes wrote
in reply: —
Minister
Repatriation,

Sydney.
February 13th, 1937.
Mr. Olimpis Gatti,
268 Ballarat Rd.,
Footscray.
Dear Mr. Gatti,

First of all let me congratulate
you on your family. I know it
must be a pretty big job to feed
them and look after them, but after
all T feel that you would not be
without one of them for all the
riches in the world. All the same,
I quite understand that you cannot
feed them with words and I agree
that in these days, when the birth-
rate has fallen precipitately, Austra-
lia ought to do something for a man
who has not only fought for his
country but has been a banner-
bearer and pioneer in populating it.

About what can be done. I am
not at all clear. Your case is out-
side the scope of the Repatriation
Department. But there ought to
be an opening for you in some of
the public works of Victoria.

I see from the newspaper cutting
that you sent me that your case
was brought up in the Assembly.
Apparently nothing followed from
it. I quite understand your feel-
ings and if I were in Victoria I
might perhaps be better able to look
round and see what can be done.
Anyway, 1 am writing to Mr.
Dunstan asking him to #ry to place
you by examining the public works
that the State has in hand. If I
can think of any other avenues,
which I could explore with some
prospect of success I should do so
without delay.

Y ours faithfully,

WILLIAM MORRIS HUGHES.

THE RESULT OF W. M.
HUGHES’ EFFORTS
What happened then is set out in
the following letter: —

for Health and

Mr. O. Gatti.
Dear Mr. Gatti,

The enclosed correspondence,
which has been received in

response to the representations I
made to the Premier of Victoria on
your behalf, speaks for itself.

I am sorry that my efforts were
not more fruitful, but I would draw
your attention to the suggestion that
you should register at one of the
branches of the Government Labor
Exchange, in order that you may
become eligible for the Government
relief work, which has been specially
made available for men in such
circumstances as yours.

If you hear of a vacant position,
and you think a word from me
would help you, I shall be pleased
to make representation to the re-
sponsible authorities.

Y ours faithfully,
WILLIAM MORRIS HUGHES
Enclosed—

Letter from Mr. Old, acting in Mr.
Dunstan’s absence, enclosing letter
sent to Mr. Lyons in reference to

Farmers Resist
British Soviet

£45 FINE FOR SELLING
MILK

The Government had an idea.
Agriculture was facing ruin.
Thought the bright boys at West-
minster, Marketing Boards will
solve the problem; make the public
milk - conscious, bacon - conscious,
they'll buy, agriculture will be
saved.

That bright idea cost a lot of
trouble all round, did not work
out (says Social Credit, London).
Agriculture still faces ruin.

Last week Sheriff's officers took
possession of Farmer William Mit-
chison's holding near Stanley, Co.
Durham, following his refusal to
pay a £30 levy imposed by the Milk
Marketing Board on milk he pro-
duced in the last three years.

Mr. Mitchison retails his milk at
3d a pint as against the price of 3
1/2d fixed by the M.M.B.

Says Mr. Mitchison:

"l realise that the board can
'‘break' me by selling up my farm
through the county court. I intend
to get advice as to what steps |
should take next.

"I think the only way to make
the board take a more reasonable
attitude is for all of us to refuse to
supply the milk to the consumers."

OFFERED CONTRACT.

The previous day the Board
claimed a penalty of £45 from Wil-
liam Charles, a Newport (Mon.)
farmer.

Alexander Moore, Swansea,
regional officer under the Board,
said he visited the farm, and Charles
admitted selling milk to a widow
without a contract. He was offered
a contract for all his milk and for
the sale, but he refused unless the
lorry was included. Three gallons
of milk were delivered to the widow
in the presence of the officer.

Frank Harris, another official,
said he first visited the farm on May
7, 1936. When he asked Charles
if he sold milk he was told to mind
his own business and ordered off
the farm. Charles objected to hav-
ing any association with the Board.

Judgment for the Board

Now here's another side of the
story. More important. It con-
cerns the consumer. The hard-hit
farmers' market.

Since the M ilk Marketing
Scheme was introduced demand for
tinned milk in villages has been
trebled. Mr. James Handley told
that to Westmorland County Coun-
cil.

Another member, Mr. R. .
Dawson, said the reason was
farmers found it less trouble to sell
10,000 gallons of milk to a factory
than a pint to a village.

Mr. G. Duguid: The best solu-
tion would be to give the Milk
Marketing Board the sack.

A resolution was passed asking
the Milk Board to arrange proper
supplies of fresh milk in all the vil-
lages.

Such is Government help for in-
dustry. Producers, consumers are
penalised to make figures add up in
books right.

Here's one fact none can deny.
In it lies the solution of the prob-
lem. British farmers can produce
enough to feed British people. But
the British people have not enough
money with which to buy British
farmers' produce.

There's the market for the farmer
on his own doorstep. And there are
people begging on his doorstep for a
sip of good fresh milk.

How about arranging a transfer?

obtaining work for Mr. Gatti and

stating he was not able to do

anything for him.
* * *

So the best that could be done
by the Minister of Health, who
wants bigger and better Australian
families, and by the Acting Premier
of Victoria and the Prime Minis-
ter of the Commonwealth was to
advise Mr. Gatti to register for
relief work!

And Hughes has the damnable

impudence to send Gatti a
telegram  of encouragement—
probably at  the taxpayer’s

expense.

PRESS CLIPPINGS

A farmer, whose assets were
more than enough to pay 40s in
the £, told Blackburn Bankruptcy
Court that his position was due to
his refusal to register with the Milk
Marketing Board. They obtained
judgment for £178, plus £10 fine
and £8 costs, but as he ignored this
and did not pay, they filed this peti-
tion against him.

The Board had since informed
him that if he supplied the informa-
tion required, they would consider
some remission of the penalties.

The Registrar remarked that he
had never known a similar case, and
advised the man to apply for an an-
nulment or discharge immediately.
— Morning Post, February 4.

* * *

Turkey's Five-Year-Plan is al-
ready bearing fruit. Several new
textile factories have been com-
pleted, three of which will total over
50,000 spindles and 2,000 looms.
The machinery installed was made
in Russia. —Liverpool Daily Post,
February 4.

* * *

Farm workers in East Anglia
increased their output by 24 per
cent, in the years 1931-35, yet lab-

REGARD THIS PAPER
ASYOURS?
THEN BECOME ONE
OF ITSACTUAL
OWNERS

(SEE PAGE 4)

our costs remained the same. This
is the report of the Cambridge Uni-
versity Farm Economists on 170
observed farms. Tractors, fixed en-
gines and motor-vans on these
farms increased by 50 percent in
the same period. —Daily Herald,
February 4.

*

* *

A nurse told Manchester City
Council that she had to take a dy-
ing woman all round a city hospital
before she was admitted. The oc-
casion was a motion for an extra
grant of £5000, which was only car-
ried by a narrow majority "in face
of strong opposition." - Daily
Herald, February 4.

* *

*

The Bacon Development Board is
of opinion that young pigs— like
young children—need half a pint of
milk a day. "Pigs receiving milk
grew 7 to 10 per cent, faster than
those receiving the normal meal ra-
tion."— Daily Herald, February 4.

* * *

No fewer than 317 collieries have
been closed in South Wales since
1927. This has thrown 63,195
miners out of work. Output has
fallen from 51 million to 35 million
tons, but percentage per man shift
has risen sharply owing to mech-
anisation and the longer working
day. —Daily Herald, February 2.

Disquieting rumours are prevalent
that the wheat subsidy levy on
millers is to be extended to cover
wheat milled for animal and poultry
food. This would increase the cost
of pig and poultry production. News

Chronicle, February 1.
* * *

According to Sir Enoch Hill,
since the war £1,000,000,000 has
been advanced by building societies
to finance "home ownership."-
Daily Mirror, February 2.

* * *

"20,108 underground bedrooms in
London were declared unfit for hu-
man habitation in 1934—the most
recent investigation."—M inister of
Health, in a written answer in the

House of Commons.
* * *

Cambridge University is to spend
£10,000 in setting up a computing
laboratory. Many of the machines
to be installed are so ingenious that
they almost seem to be actually
thinking. — Observer, February 7. .

Poverty is the most prolific cause
of insanity. In Lancashire's five
largest mental institutions more
than 500 of the 1500 patients are
housewives from distressed areas.

A famous brain specialist says: "There
is little doubt that the paramount
reason for so many Lancashire
housewives becoming mental patients
is that they live in distressed areas
where the strain of providing for the
family has proved too much for
them."

Public Assistance Committeeman
J. J. Vickers, of Bolton, says: "The
complexities of modern life and the
anxiety and monotony of the house-
wife's life have a great deal to do
with it."

The social system, which destroys
what could be used to feed people,
spends millions to maintain people
who are driven insane by hunger
and poverty. Why not spend it to
feed them in the first place? — Social
Credit, February 26.

"NOT A WARMONGER"?

Commenting on the '"prepared-
ness" speech of Attorney-General
Menzies to the U.A.P, convention
in Sydney last week, the "Argus"
of Sth inst., said: "Those are not the
words of a warmonger or a rabid
militarist."

Certainly Mr. Menzies was not a
rabid militarist when he was a
bachelor of military age in 1914.
But time, which mellows most other
ardours, has a peculiar habit of mak-
ing some men most martial as
corpulence and advancing years re-
move them from the Al to the C3
class.
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Slums will not be removed by the fulminate against the chain
THE A.N .A. AGAIN mere passing of pious stﬁ)rfs while thfhy do ndo'thmg at
luti £ the @all to remove the conditions on .
f,sl\(l),/z,loirlss,c(?r?éjerr?gd ?lfe a:lumi which such stores thrive. Chain NeW Tlmes

(A Letter to the Editor from BRUCE H. BROWN.)

Sir, —

Year after year the Australian
Natives' Association holds an
annual conference, and year after
year it passes resolutions on all
sorts of questions without the
slightest hope of accomplishing
anything practical. Twelve
months ago I wrote that "as a
public force the A.N.A. is stag-
nant," and suggested that the ex-
planation was largely to be
found in the personnel of its con-
trolling body. Nothing has since
transpired to call for a modifica-
tion of that conclusion, but, on
the contrary, lack of results since
last conference, combined with
the official attitude of the direc-
tors towards monetary reform
and the so-called "orderly market-
ing" referendum, serve to
strengthen it.

Following the 1936 conference
it was shown that the attainment
of the objectives of the Associa-
tion depended entirely on finance,
i.e., money, and that despite what
the directors may say or do, and
no matter how energetically the
rank and file of the members may
apply themselves to the routine
of the ANN.A., the objectives will
be reached only to the extent ap-
proved by those who secretly
control the financial system, and
only when it suits the interests
of those people to permit it. So
long as the financial arrange-
ments in Australia continue to be
subject to private control and
manipulation as at present, so
long must the aims of the Aus-
tralian Natives' Association re-
main nothing but a collection of
words.

THE NATIONAL
INSURANCE ISSUE

At the 1937 conference, which
commenced at Warragul on
March 15, Mr. G. R. Holland
was the retiring chief president,
and according to newspaper re-
ports he gave special emphasis
to the urgency of the need for a
system of national insurance.
This brought an immediate reply

CANADA, TOO

A very general and rough calcu-
lation will show that the average
man in Canada is paying for the
maintenance of government at the
rate of 40 cents out of every dollar
he receives; that the Government
itself is paying out of that 40 cents
some 24 cents in interest charges
on its own debt, leaving 16 cents
for the carrying on of public ser-
vices. Let us put this in another
way: Each man in Canada is forced
to work over four months per year
for his own Government—and most
of this work goes to the banks—be-
fore he may do anything for him-
self and his family.

—From "The Periscope," Toronto.

from the Prime Minister, in
which he said, "We are just as
anxious as the A.N.A. to in-
augurate a plan of national in-
surance," and that "the Com-
monwealth Government had been
examining the question from the
viewpoint that national
insurance would cost a
substantial amount."

Again, you see, it is entirely a
question of finance, i.e., money,
but none of these "anxious"
people ever stop to realise that
this thing which always comes up
as the great difficulty is no more
real than tickets and figures!
Merely a matter of bookkeeping,
i.e., tickets and symbols cor-
responding to figures, which have
been written in books called bank
ledgers! Notwithstanding this,
the Prime Minister, by using

the word "cost," and the term
"substantial amount,” sought to
create the impression that the
entry of figures in books is as
laborious and exhausting as
moving a mountain.

We are accustomed to

stupidities from people in high
places but it was a great surprise
to many of us to know that the
chief president of an organisation

which professes to be out for a
high standard of life and living,
for the Australian people, is seri-
ously advocating a scheme that
would inevitably chain the self-
same people more tightly than
ever to the financial swindle
which actually prevents the rea-
lisation of that higher standard.
It is obvious that Mr. Holland
does not fully appreciate what he
and his board of directors are
doing in this respect, for national
insurance must inevitably mean
a lower standard of living, a
greater burden than ever on the
mass of the people, and the
general regimentation of the
community as a whole in a con-
dition of servitude.

EVILS OF THE PROPOSAL

In the first place, the citizen in
employment will be required to
forego a higher proportion of his
wages and will therefore have
less to spend from day to day,
while if he loses his employment
the amount he could obtain from
the most generous national in-
surance fund would only be a
fraction of his normal wage.
What a prospect this is, particu-
larly when we realise that more
than half the breadwinners of
Australia are in receipt of only
£2 or less per week now!

In the second place, the people
will have to provide the whole of
the funds for the financing of the
scheme— firstly, as a direct con-
tribution from their wages;
secondly, as an indirect con-
tribution through higher prices
to meet the employers' share; and
thirdly, as another indirect con-
tribution through taxation to
meet the Government's share!
But nowhere in the plan is any
provision made for our incomes
to be increased so that we shall
be able to stand these extra
demands.

In the third place, it is inevit-
able that as the mechanisation of
industry expands the number of
dependents on the fund must in-
crease, automatically reducing
the contributions to the fund and
at the same time increasing the
withdrawals from it. These un-
fortunate people will thus be re-
duced to an existence equal to
the altogether inadequate pay-
ments made to them from the in-
surance scheme. They will be
without any hope of improving
their lot, and in most cases must
remain forever in a state of semi-
destitution. In England, for
example, there are millions of
people with only 4/- per week to
spend on food, despite the exist-
ence of a national insurance
scheme which has been in
operation for many years.

And yet we are solemnly told
by Mr. Holland "the principle
has been endorsed by friendly
societies in all States and by all
political parties." That such is the
case is a matter for the greatest
shame and regret, for they are
unconsciously and
unintentionally playing right into
the hands of the nation's oppres-
sors and betraying the very sec-
tions of society for whom they
profess to be so concerned.

SLUMS.
Mr. Holland went on to say,
"Slum areas, with their en-

vironment of degradation, must
give way to better housing and
improved hygienic conditions."
Every decent person will be with
him in that, but when we see
from the press reports of the fol-
lowing day that the Association
did nothing in regard to the
monetary system, "because a
committee had been unable to
evolve a policy which would be
acceptable to the Association,"
we immediately realise how hope-

less the Association must
continue to be in matters of
community progress. If they

cannot do anything about the
money question, how in the
name of commonsense can they
do anything on other questions,
which are governed by money?

will remain for further mention
at subsequent conferences.

"THE BIG FIGHT"!

That little need be expected
from the Association (during the
next twelve months at any rate)
was made clear by the new chief
president (Mr. J. W. Marrows),
who, in an interview, told the
press that "the big fight before

ANOTHER STEP TOWARDS
SOLVING THE COFFEE
PROBLEM.

Rio de Janeiro. —'"The
National Coffee Department
states that, in order to intensify
the destruction of surplus
coffee stocks, it now uses
special machines which enable
it to destroy 100,000 bags of

coffee daily." —From the
""Petite Gironde."
the A.N.A. now 1is to obtain

amendments of the Constitution
which will bring it more into line
with the present-day require-
ments of the Commonwealth."
Fancy that. The big fight!
Evidently Mr. Marrows thinks it
is more important to alter than
to use. There is not much wrong
with the Constitution as it stands
if only the people had regular
and sufficient incomes, and the
Constitution actually gives the
Commonwealth Parliament power
to attend to that vital matter now.
Instead of worrying over
imaginary difficulties the execu-
tive members of the A.N.A.
should be demanding that the
citizens of this country be given
access to their own production.
If they did that, they would be
surprised to find how quickly and
how simply it would be done.

"THE WORLD'S
MARATHON RACE."

Even Sir Isaac Isaacs based his
address to the conference on the
false assumption that we must
take part in "the world's mara-
thon race for trade" and on a
competitive basis! Although he
was our Governor-General dur-
ing the period of the "depres-
sion" he openly confessed that he
had learned nothing from the in-
sanity of the Premiers' Plan with
which he had been officially con-
nected, and from the acute suf-
fering of so many of his fellow-
citizens. So far as we have been
publicly informed, not one word
did he utter to the conference
about the plight of the hundreds
of thousands of Australians who
would be glad to eat and use our
own Australian production if
only they were supplied with
Australian money to buy it, and
not a word about the fraudulent
system of finance which alone
prevents the distribution of a suf-
ficient quantity of Awustralian
money. A paid propagandist
could not have suited the money
monopoly better.

OTHER MOTIONS.

Although the conference was
sidetracked on the money ques-
tion, it solemnly applied itself to
quite a sheaf of other questions
arising out of our unsatisfactory
financial system. These "other
motions" included the Ottawa
Agreement, migration to Aus-
tralia, unemployment survey, a
40-hour week, forestry, popula-
tion decline, friendly society hos-
pitals, provision of school re-
quisites, compulsory education up
to 18 years, anti-cancer cam-
paign, wireless licence fees,
broadcasting, late night shopping,
chain stores, postal rates, old age
pensions, reduction of railway
fares, and the development of
Northern Australia. Every one of
these items impinges on finance,
and so long as finance controls
where it ought to serve, then so
long must all these questions
continue to be the cause of
disputation. But when finance
has been put right there will be
of little difficulty in putting
everything else right. It is
difficult to realise that a body of
mature men could seriously

stores are a natural development
of the deliberate and criminal
withdrawal of the purchasing
power from the pockets of the
people, and, whether we like to
admit it or not, they constitute a
real boon to the many thousands
of families whose incomes are so
low that they are forced to a level
of subsistence below the bread
line. By the very inadequacy of
their incomes these people are
obliged to patronise the cheaper
stores, and they must necessarily
continue to do so until they are
given sufficient purchasing
power to choose otherwise if
they so desire. Try as they may,
the AN.A. or any other body
cannot escape the fact that their
progress is thwarted by financial
considerations, and that unless
they are prepared to fight the
bankers' monopoly, or someone
else fights successfully instead of

them, then their efforts are
foredoomed to failure.
Fortunately the number of

members in the ranks of the As-
sociation who have awakened to
a realisation of the nature and
extent of the financial swindle is
rapidly increasing, and it is to
these we must look for the in-
fusion of understanding and life
into the organisation as a whole.

FOUR FACTS.

In the meantime there is no
room for any difference of
opinion regarding the four follow-
ing facts, viz.: —

1. There is an abundance
of
material things and we are
immediately capable of

increasing the abundance.
2. There is extreme and wide

spread poverty because the
great
majority are either denied or

have only a needlessly restricted

access to this abundance
of
material things.

3. The only thing that

separates the people from the
things they so urgently need is
lack of money.

4. The Commonwealth
Parliament is vested with full
power over money and national
financial policy.

This being so, it is Parliament's
first duty to see that our finan-
cial arrangements are so ordered
that they will constitute an ef-
fective link instead of a repres-
sive barrier between the com-
munity and its production. We
must therefore join together and
demand the abolition of poverty,
pledging ourselves to follow up
the demand by the effective use
of our votes at election time. —

Yours faithfully,
BRUCE H BROWN
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how bank credit is supplied
and cancelled, and why it is
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Page Eight.

The British Monarchy And The
Regency Bill

(Continued from page 5.)

arm in the Fascist salute when the
tense silence was broken with, "Yes,
Oswald, you may leave the room."-
Ed., N.T.) Rulers, in a word, enjoy
constitutional immunity from the
personal frailties and disabilities of
the ruled. The integrity and the au-
thority of any institution rest on
the maintenance of that immunity —
and none more so than the Mon-
archy.

Canon of Constitutional
Monarchy

Against this background the act
of Mr. Baldwin and the Archbishop
of Canterbury takes on a deeper and
more sinister significance than has
yet been read into it. In permitting
the name of Edward VIII to be
dragged through the mire they de-
liberately disregarded the canon of
constitutional immunity, foreknowing
the natural consequences of their act.
The abdication of Edward VIII
was only one of those consequences.
There are others of even greater
moment. One is that the whole of
the Royal Family suffers under the
same condemnation, though one
subtly transmuted into a vague
sensation of distrust among the
public in regard to the wisdom or
efficiency of any single reigning
monarch. Needless to say, this con-
sequential psychological reaction
greatly facilitates the Regency ramp.
For although a Regency does not
take charge while the King is able
to do so, the fact that it exists con-
stitutes an implicit reassurance to
the sub-consciously distrustful public
that it will function as a continuous
check on the King's personal
initiative and independence. It
stands to reason that if A is bound
by Act of Parliament to delegate his
authority to B, C and D when he
is temporarily incapacitated, he must
necessarily take counsel with them
all the time. That is undoubtedly
the reason why, as The Times
points out in its leading article of
January 29, the present Bill con-
tains the "novel feature" that it
"makes the Regent a permanent,
though normally latent, part of the
Constitution.” (Our italics.) The
qualification: "normally latent" is a
gratuitous piece of nonsense. If the
writer cared to say, "formally" or
"apparently”" latent, he would be
nearer the truth. You can't lock up
a permanent Constitutional Regent
in a drawer like a spare tool and
just take him out and put him back
on different special occasions. No; he
has to understudy the King con-
tinuously in order to play the part
when wanted. And the necessity for
him to do so is heightened by the
fact that George VI is expected to
spend more time in travelling than

have his predecessors.
* * *

Talking of travel, incidentally the
writer of the article makes the illu-
minating remark—

"and so recently as last sum-
mer King Edward VIII con-
tinued to deal with State papers
during his holiday in the Adria-
tic"

or as we would prefer to put it,
King Edward VIII wasn't going to
let his Ministerial advisers take the
occasion of his holiday to borrow his
prerogatives. The new Bill makes
this delegation of authority compul-
sory on the present and future
Kings.
* % %

Now, all this, as we say, is facili-
tated by the change in popular feel-
ing caused by the scandal precipi-
tated by the unconstitutional pro-
cedure of the Premier and Primate.
This change of feeling was exempli-
fied recently by what followed a visit
paid by the Duke of Kent to a
phrenological institution in the com-
pany of a lady. Without a shred
more evidence than the mere fact
that the two went there together, a
flood of vituperative letters de-
scended from all quarters on the of-
fending (?") parties, or on their
friends, relatives, or moral
mentors, professional and
otherwise. This readiness to
impute evil conduct against
Edward VIII’s brother on no

evidence at all serves to emphasise
our statement that the attack on
the late King has laid the whole of
the Royal Family under suspicion.
It shows that the canon of
constitutional immunity cannot be
disregarded on one issue without
affecting all parallel issues. It shows
that the Premier and Primate mis-
calculated in supposing that they
could open and shut their Pandora's
Box quickly enough to prevent the
escape of all the troubles and sor-
rows that were imprisoned therein.
The myth says that one thing was
left in the box for poor Pandora's
consolation—Hope. That's apt, isn't
it? Hope—the sole stock-in-trade
of our blundering bank-chairmen,
prime ministers, church-dignitaries,
and the rest of the band. "Hope de-
ferred maketh the heart sick,” says
the proverb. But that is not the
way to put it. We ought to say:
"Sick hearts are a sign that hope is
deferred"; and to comfort the sick-
hearts with the reminder that what
is only deferred is realisable. To
see that is to live on Hope; and if
we live on Hope then we have life,
and since where there's life there's
Hope, we are saved by the atone-
ment of Hope. (Before the
Doxology is sung the offertory

will be taken.)
* * k

The proposed Regency is to be
constituted as follows:

The Queen.

The Duke of Gloucester.

The Duke of Kent.

The Princess Royal.

The Duke of Connaught.

The writer in The Times points
out that since the Queen "will
normally accompany her husband
on his travels" (these "travels"
punctuate the article with the same
regularity as the word "Selah" in the
Psalms!) "some verbal amendment of
the Bill may be required." (We
suggest not; let her be the
sleeping partner in the concern
representing the sleeping House of
Commons.) The next on the list is the
Duke of Gloucester; and it is he who
is to be the "plenary Regent" or the
"Governor-General of the United
Kingdom."

Vhere Ish Dat Monarchy
Now?

Well, we are getting into a nice
jumble over our Monarchy. We
have (a) a King, (b) a Regency of
five "Counsellors of State" (the de-
scription given by the writer of the
article), and (c) a plenary Regent
or Governor-General. Presumably
the Regent will understudy the
King; the Regency will sit at the
feet of the Cabinet; the King (or,
in his absence the Regent) will act
by the advice of the Cabinet, who
in their turn will act under orders
passed down from the Bank of Eng-
land through the Treasury and the
Chancellor of the Exchequer. Then,
within this circuit of high statecraft
there will be innumerable short-cir-
cuits taking the form of permuta-
tions and combinations of individual
contacts. Boardroom chats with
Mr. Montagu Norman—drawing
room chats with Mrs. Montagu
Norman. And under the influence
of this inter-polarity—where the
cathode of financial stability calls to
the anode of social prestige (and,
let us hope, moral impeccability)—
the woes of His Majesty's subjects
will be electroplated to reflect the
triumphs of their unseen rulers . . ..
Well, well. There it is. Doesn't
it make you sigh a little over the
departure of a King who did show
a sense of "constitutional propor-
tion" and a repugnance to humbug?

Finance and the Regency

The writer of the article con-
cludes by emphasising that the Re-
gency—the five Counsellors of State
-"are not to act in case of the total
incapacity of the King, which would
call the Regent into existence.” And
when they do act—that is during the
King’s temporary incapacity or
absence—"“their powers are to be
such as the King may be pleased to
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appoint by letters patent on each oc-
casion." It is not clear why it is
proposed to let the King choose
what powers he will appoint on each
occasion, unless of course the rea-
son is to preserve the fiction that the
King's prerogatives have not been
impaired by the abdication-con-
spiracy. One would suppose that
the Regency would automatically
inherit all the powers of the King
while he was off duty, or, if not all,
at any rate those necessary for the
performance of his duties. In either
case the delegated powers would be
automatic - - they would choose
themselves, so to speak—and there
seems no reason why the matter
should be left to the "pleasure" of
the King. Perhaps the provision
is intended to safeguard financial in-
terests, and the "letters patent" on
each occasion will be so drawn up as
to eliminate the possibility of checks
to the development of financial
policy during the King's absence.
There is, of course, no visible indi-
cation that the five Counsellors of
State are likely to prove an obstacle
to such policy—particularly in its
international aspect—but there is
nothing like making certain, Central
bankers command a perfect in-
telligence-service, but even so they
cannot read the secrets of the

human heart, and they cannot
tell whether some seeds of
heterodoxy have not been scattered
in high places by the King whom
they have despised, rejected and de-
ported. They have doubtless re-
cognised, from events accompany-
ing the Crisis, that the small body
of informed opinion which saw be-
hind the immediate issue will be
stimulated to more strenuous efforts
to make that opinion felt—efforts
that will tell by reason of the quality
of the thought behind them, and ir-
respective of the numerical strength
of those who hold that opinion. The
central bankers do not know what

the Princess Royal and Edward

VIII had to say to each other when

she visited him last week. And

whatever they may have said, the

successful attempt by these bankers

to make Edward VIII pay the

penalty for resisting them will not

insulate the Monarchy (such as they
have left it) against the importuni-
ties of those who are awakening the
people to the cause of their poverty
and insecurity. King, Regent or
Regency, the Monarchy, while it ex-
ists in name, will have to listen to
the voices of the people and watch
the actions of the people. Just as
the events during the Crisis con-
cealed its true cause, so will the con-
sequences thereof reveal the cause.

ELECTORAL CAMPAIGN NOTES

VICTORIA.

Electoral Campaign Speakers'
Class—Several new members at-
tended the Speakers' Class on
Tuesday evening, and it was
consequently found impossible as
a result to give everyone an op-
portunity of "saying their piece."
The arrangements for a second
class each week are progressing,
and it is doubtful whether even
two classes will be adequate to
cope with the present member-
ship. The only relieving
feature of this situation, from
the point of view of the much-
overworked tutor, who is also
State Secretary, is that a large
proportion of the original class
are now ready to go out on the
job, and some of them will very
soon be able to take classes in
their own suburbs.

John Hogan unexpectedly at-
tended on this Tuesday, and of-
fered some valuable hints both
on speaking and material. At the
conclusion he expressed great ap-
preciation of the splendid and ef-
ficient manner in which the class
is being conducted, and said that
he had been particularly im-
pressed by the personnel of the
class, many of whom he re-
garded as fully capable of hold-
ing their own right away with
much more experienced speakers.
In fact, he suggested it was a
shame to keep them in the class
any longer, even though the tutor
could not be too thorough. A
fine spirit of enthusiasm pre-
vailed in the class, which augured
well for results when the new
talent was being used publicly in
the very near future.

For the benefit of those who
are curious as to the nature of
the Class, it may be mentioned
that both sexes are regularly in
attendance, each showing equal
talent. The methods used, which
tend to make each evening
especially interesting and in-
structive, include provision for a
short prepared or extempore ad-
dress by each member, followed
by an opportunity for any other
member to offer criticism, after
which the tutor sums up the
good and bad features of the ad-

ELECTORATE OF HENTY

A meeting to form a group of

the
UNITED ELECTORS OF
AUSTRALIA
will be held at 10 Parkside

Street, Malvern,

on WEDNESDAY, APRIL 14
At 8.p.m.

All interested will be welcome.

dress, both from the viewpoint
of manner and of matter. Al-
though the class is naturally a
critical audience, new members
are quickly made to feel at ecase
by the general spirit of friendly
co-operation on the part of tutor
and pupils. The next class will
be on Tuesday night, April 13, at
8 p.m. Intending pupils are re-
quested to send in their name
and address to the Secretary,
Box 1226, G.P.O., Melbourne. "

SOUTH AUSTRALIA.

Melbourne  Conference—Dele-
gates have returned from Mel-
bourne confident that in the near
future the results from this con-
ference will be apparent in the
Electoral Campaign Movement
throughout Australia. Each State
contributed its quota of thought
and ideas to the Electoral Cam-
paign, and these ideas coming
before conference must inevitably
result in a greater unity of
thought and action. Never be-
fore has it been possible for all
States to meet and plan a com-
mon attack on the forces arrayed
against us. An all-Australian
conference such as this should at
least put the Electoral Campaign
on a much broader basis, and
anything, which is on a broad
base, has far more chance of
standing firm when the test comes.
While the changes, which will be
brought about in the actual
Campaign work in each State may
cause a little inconvenience at
first, it must be borne in mind that
without change nothing can be
done. That which is fixed is rigid,
but an Electoral Campaign, which
sets out to alleviate the ills of
society, most certainly cannot be
static.

Not least in importance during
the conference were the minor
conferences, informal, unan-
nounced, but not unfruitful,
which took place during "adjourn-
ment." These "pow-wows" or
unofficial discussions took place
at any time and any place. Little
groups could be seen at lunch or
dinner, continuing the debate.
Delegates thus got in words,
which during conference they
were not able to, because of
"pressure on space.”" Since most
of the delegates lived at the
same hotel during the conven-
tion, the opportunity for this
interchange of ideas with co-
delegates, and more particularly,
delegates from other States, was
availed of to the full. These
“pow-pows” were carried on
to the small hours of the next
day in at least one room.
What went on in that room
may never be fully known, but
the results of the work done
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there will no doubt be
apparent to all who "demand
results," particularly when we
later look back and inquire as
to where those results came
from. This personal contact
with delegates from other
States must be a means of
breaking down any barriers,
which may exist, and the
future will no doubt witness the

cementing of  harmonious
relationships.

Mr. Sherwood's Tour— On
Wednesday, March 31, Mr. D.

Finances would not permit the
raising of the compulsory school-
leaving age, the Minister for
Education (Dr. Harris) told a
deputation today.

—Melbourne "Herald,” April 7.

M. Sherwood concluded his
South Australian tour. While in
this State he addressed ten
meetings, most of which were
very satisfactory. At each
meeting numbers of people

signified their willingness to
assist in the Campaign.
Mr. Sherwood left South

Australia, en route for the West,
on April 1. He also left with
the good wishes of the
workers in this Campaign.

Club Rooms—For quite a long
time now the Women's Auxiliary
has been providing luncheon at
the Club Room for members. So
great has been the success of
their efforts that the rent for
these rooms has been paid in this
way. It is up to you,
therefore, to encourage the
Women's Auxiliary as much as
possible and at the same time
make use of the Club Rooms,
which are there for the
privilege of all members. If all
those people in the city come to
the Club Rooms for lunch, it
would be one way of stimulat-

MORE HUMBUG FROM W. M.
HUGHES.

Minister for Health Hughes,
speaking in Sydney last Sunday, is
reported to have said that in Aus-
tralia 40 per cent, of the children
were suffering from malnutrition.

But what has the Minister done
to end this?

Malnutrition proceeds almost en-
tirely from poverty.

Poverty in Australia is artificial
and proceeds solely from a
shortage of money.

But W. M. Hughes won't
delve into this question at all.

ing the social side of the work
and at the same time assisting
the Women's Auxiliary in their
great task.

Rally—On Saturday, April 10,
a rally will be held at
Headquarters, 17 Waymouth
Street, Adelaide, at 8 p.m. This
will be an opportunity to hear
the results of the Melbourne
conference in detail as has been
suggested.

ELECTORATE OF

BALACLAVA
Following upon a prelimin-
ary meeting already held,
there will be a public meeting
in
The Courtroom, Caulfield
Town Hall,

on
Tuesday, April 13, at 8.0 p.m.,
to form a Balaclava electorate
group of
The United Electors of
Australia,

and to arrange a monster pub-
lic demonstration to launch the
campaign throughout the
electorate.

An invitation is extended to
every elector of Balaclava and
to all who desire to assist in
the electoral campaign to
abolish poverty.

Now that you have finished reading
this issue, what are you going to do
about that matter mentioned on page
4?
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