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"It can be said," asserted R. G. 
Casey, in introducing the 1937-38 
budget to the House of Representa-
tives on August 27, "that the pre-
sent level of prosperity is higher 
than it has ever been in the previ-
ous history of this country." 

We give that statement the lie 
direct. And we shall now give our" 
reasons for branding it as a lie. 

A great many reasons could be 
given, but we shall content ourselves 
with four major points, all of which 
are included in the Treasurer's own 
budget speech. These are: —(1) 
Taxation; (2) the national debt; 
(3) real wages; (4) pensions to the 
destitute aged. 

Taxation 
Over and over again, as election 

day draws nearer, members of the 
Federal Cabinet have unblushingly 
made statements that this Federal 
Government has greatly decreased 
taxation. Since none of the daily 
papers, as far as we are aware, has 
exposed this lie, the Ministry will 
probably get away with it in many 
quarters, for very few members of 
the public have access to the actual 
figures. 

Mr. Casey began his review of 
1937-38 finances in the House with 
these words: "I wish to pass in re-
view before honourable members 
the taxation record of this Govern-
ment since it assumed office in De-
cember, 1931. It is a record in 
which the Government takes some 
pride, not only for the extent and 
value of the reductions effected, but 
also for the manner in which the 
relief has been distributed among all 
members of the community." 

He continued: "The reductions 
began in 19.32-33 . . . In 1933-34, 
very extensive reductions were 
made . . . In 1934-35, further ex-
emptions were granted . . . The bud-
get for the year 1936-37 provided 
very extensive taxation reductions 
. . . The taxation reductions of 
which I have spoken have been of 
great benefit to all sections of the 
community, and are positive 
evidence of the desire of the 
Government to keep the taxation 
burden to a minimum." 

In the statement from which the 
above excerpts have been taken Mr. 
Casey specifically enumerated the 
sectional reductions of taxation, 
which have taken place. But no-
where did he even hint that the sum 
total of taxation has increased. On 
the contrary, summing up an esti-
mate of what would have been col-
lected had sales tax, income tax and 
land tax been levied today at the 
same rates and over the same field 
as in 1931-32, he concluded thus: 
"In other words, taking these three 
major fields of Federal taxation into 
account, the Government has in ef-
fect, halved the burden on the Aus-
tralian people." 

What are the facts? 
We set out below the actual fig-

ures of taxes collected by the Fede-
ral Government from the Australian 
people. And, in looking them over, 
remember Mr. Casey's "taxation 
record of this Government since it 
assumed office in December 1931" 
(the precise date, as a matter of 
fact, was January 6, 1932.) “ . . . 
The reductions began in 1932-33" 
—the inference being that the Lyons 
Ministry began to reduce taxation 
in its first clear year of office. Our 
figures, except in respect of the year 
1936-37, are taken from the current 
issue (No. 29) of the Official Year 
Book of the Commonwealth of Aus-
tralia, page 842; and in respect of 
the year 1936-37 from the issue of 
Hansard dated 3rd inst., page 265. 

FEDERAL TAXATION 
COLLECTIONS 

Year.     Amount Collected 

1931-32.. .. .  .                  £53,959,042 
1932-33 .. .. ..    ..             56,146,036 
1933-34 .. .. ..                   56,408,728 
1934-35 … .. .. ..              58,754,524 
1935-36 .. .. .. ..                63,617,306 
1936-37 .. .. .. ..                66,259,929 

And for the coming year, 1937-38, 
Mr. Casey budgets for taxation 
revenue of £67,680,000. But, since 
his estimate of taxation generally 
falls well short of collections—in the 
year 1936-37 r e c e i p t s  were 
£1,416,929 in excess of the budget 
estimate—it is probable that the 
taxes actually collected this year 
will be about £69 millions. 

In face of these figures, of a year-
to-year increase in total taxes col-
lected from our people, of an in-
crease last year of £12,300,000 more 
than was collected in the year dur-
ing which the Lyons Ministry took 
office, and of an estimate for this 
year of £13,720,000 more than for 
that same year, are we or are we 
not justified in giving Mr. Casey 
the lie direct? 

The National Debt 
If the people of Australia consider 

that, the higher they are taxed, the 
more prosperous they become, well 
and good; but we don't think too 
many of them hold that opinion. 
Now, what of the national debt? 

On Mr. Casey's own figures 
(Hansard, page 264) the aggregate 
public debt of the Commonwealth 
and the States at December 31, 
1931, was £1,182,566,000. At June 
30 last it was £1,262,872,000—an 
increase of £80,306,000. (This, of 
course, is the nominal figure; con-
verting the overseas portion into 
present Australian currency the 
total exceeds £1400 millions.) 

Mr. Casey did a bit of special 
pleading by pointing out that the 
Commonwealth section of the public 
debt had decreased from £397 mil-
lions to £386 millions between De-
cember 1931, and June, 1937. But 
this plea is on a par with his story 
of decreased taxes. For it must be 
remembered that the Federal Gov-
ernment collects about 60 per cent, 
of all Australian taxation (mostly by 
vicious taxes on commodities—cus-
toms, excise and sales taxes for 
1936-37 amounting to £51 mil-
lions); that, while enjoying the 
lion's share of revenue, it pushes 
on to the States many of the obli-
gations that would rightly go with 
the revenue thus acquired; and that 
the Federal reduction of £11 mil-
lions in consolidated debt over five 
and a half years was achieved only 
by an increase in five years of 
Federal tax collections by no less 
a sum than £31 millions. 

In any case, seeing that Aus-
tralia's public debt has increased by 
over £80 millions during the regime 
of this Government, how can Mr. 
Casey reconcile this with a level of 
prosperity exceeding all records? 
Is interest-bearing debt, added to 
taxation, the hallmark of prosperity? 

Real Wages  
"Real wages," said Mr. Casey, 

"are higher" (Hansard, page 261). 
The term "real wages" denotes the 
application of nominal or money 
wages to prices, and expresses the 
real standard of living that may be 
enjoyed by the wage earner—that 
is, what he can buy with his money. 

What is the position here? 
The Federal basic wage has just 

been increased by an amount of 
money, which is less than 10 per 
cent, of that wage. How does this 
square with prices? If real wages 
are to be higher, then prices must 
have gone up, if at all, by consider-
ably less than 10 per cent. 

Last week the Commonwealth 
Statistician issued the wholesale 
price index number for Melbourne 
for July 1937. This is arrived at 
after taking into consideration the 
prices of metals, coal, leather, wool, 
agricultural and dairy produce, gro-
ceries, meat, building materials and 
chemicals. The index number is 
based on the calculation of 191 
prices being 1000 the figure for 
last July was 1703, and the 
figure for the previous July was 
1552. There has thus been an 
increase in wholesale Melbourne 
prices over the twelve months of 
almost exactly 10 percent

 
(151 points on 1552)—or more than 
the increase in the basic wage. And 
i t  may be remarked here that the 
same table shows an increase in 
wholesale prices since 1933 of over 
20 per cent. —and also that the rise 
from June, 1937, to July, 1937, 
was twice as great as that for the 
preceding six months. 

Moreover, as everyone knows, re-
tail prices have a habit of increas-
ing out of all proportion to whole-
sale prices—milk, bread, and similar 
commodities occur to one's mind at 
once. Even in the Statistician's re-
turn from which we have quoted it 
is set out that Melbourne wholesale 
prices declined in July in respect of 
leather, wool, eggs, tea and lamb. 
Except in respect of eggs, did the 
housewife note a decline in price in 
any of these? 

The Commonwealth's own official 
statistics, therefore, show Mr. 
Casey's statement as to higher real 
wages to have been as untrue as his 
others. 

Pensions  
Turning finally to pensions let 

Mr. Casey convict himself: "On the 
30th June, 1937, there were prac-
tically 300,000 invalid and old-age 
pensioners. The net annual in-
crease of their numbers is approxi-
mately 12,000." A little later Mr. 
Casey referred to this increase as 
"the normal growth in the numbers 
of pensioners." 

The exact figures of invalid and 
old-age pensioners as at June last 
have not yet been published, but the 

Those who have sensed the 
central faults in our present 
financial system, controlled as it 
i s by forces that are u lt ra-
national and irresponsible, and 
who can see how easi ly the 
major faults can be corrected, 
will necessarily be disappointed 
in this book by Dr. Kagawa. 

The fact that the author is a 
very lovable Japanese social 
worker and preacher makes i t  
even more necessary that criti-
cisms shall be incisive and en-
lightening. 

The reference (on p. 206) con-
cerning the possibility of a "con-
tribution of 20 million yen as a 
fund to the League of Nations" 
is perhaps the most glaring tex-
tual display of a yearning for 
some desirable end, coupled with 
a fatal lack of comprehension as 
to how money does and should 
function. 

Money is merely a claim on 
goods, and all that need be 
comprehended by other than 
specialised techn ici ans i s  
t ha t  t he  total flow of incomes 
can and must be made to equal 
the prices of wanted goods 
avai lable in each country. 

Because this obviously desir-
able arrangement is violated (as 
far as the present writer knows) 
in every c i v i l i s e d  community 
there is continual commercial 
s t r i fe .  Int er na l l y t he  resu l t  
shows as periodic crops of un-
necessary bankruptcies, and 
ever-increasing national debts; 
internationally we have the 
stupid struggle to export more 
from a country than i t  imports, 
so that the consequent trade fric-
t ion and uncerta inty resul ts 
almost certainly in warfare. 

It  can be granted that the 
curing of th is faul t  wi l l  st i l l  
leave a host of problems in 
which co-operative systems and 
brotherhood sentiments will play 
an all important part, but a 
technical fault can only be cured 
by careful mathematics founded 
upon an acceptable physical 
axiom. Tragic errors may arise if 
we fail to learn to separate in our 
system of analysis those

 
figures for the previous June show 
that 206,000 people in Australia 
were receiving old-age pensions and 
80,000 were receiving invalid pen-
sions. What a commentary on our 
prosperity! Of the old-age pen-
sioners, it was officially estimated 
that 340 out of every 1000 inhabi-
tants of the Commonwealth who 
had reached the age qualification 
had also the financial qualification 
(of destitution). And Mr. Casey 
regards this as normal, regards as 
normal that the tally should be pro-
gressively mounting at the rate he 
indicated while we are climbing to 
a level of prosperity, which "is 
higher than it has ever been in the 
previous history of this country"! 

In 1933 we had 176,000 old-age 
pensioners; in 1934, 183,000; in 
1935, 197.000; and in 1936, 206,000. 
And the "eligibility" rose from 322 
per 1000 in 1934 to 340 per 1000 
in 1936. God save us from much 
more of such prosperity! 

But let us conclude on a more 
cheerful note. It's Casey speaking 
still, and in the same budget ad-
dress: "The position of the banks 
is sound . . . London reserves have 
been greatly strengthened, and the 
banking system is comfortably 
liquid." Read that, you taxpayers, 
debtors, wage earners and pension-
ers, and forget your passing 
troubles. For does not this denote 
the triumph of the modern version 
of democracy, which has been de-
fined as "the government of the 
people by the newspapers for the 
banks"? 

things which can be reduced to 
plus and minus signs, and those 
which are in the realms of 
polemics and faith. 

Seeing that warfare develop-
ments are assuming such menac-
ing aspects in the Sino-Japanese 
sphere, one looks, but looks in 
va i n ,  f or  a ny a ppos i t e  h i n t  
in Kagawa's book of the causes 
of this denouement. 

It is likely that more than one 
factor is at work, but the fact 
must not be lost sight of that 
Australia by the actions of her 
Federal Parl iament is probably 
an accessory to influences which 
give Japan at least a plausible 
excuse for her actions. We cer- 

tainly and unnecessarily restrict 
the freedom of trade relations 
which should exist so that Japan 
can get goods l ike wheat and 
wool  in exchange for goods 
which she can so happily supply; 
and we do this at the dictation 
of a faulty financial domination, 
as previously outlined. 
Some    one    must    first    break 
away from the fatal ring and let 
commonsense   reason   have   play. 
Australia is   in   a   good   position to 
do this and if we fail we will continue 
to fulfill Kagawa’s words (p. 204): - 
“Humanity starves… because it is too 
short-sighted to try and establish a 
new economic policy based upon 
mutual love.” 

THE LIE DIRECT FOR MR. CASEY  

TREASURER’S PROSPERITY FAKE  

" BROTHERHOOD ECONOMICS " 

A Review by "Dynamics"  

New Times 
SHOPPING 

GUIDE  

and  Business 
Directory  

PATRONISE THESE 
ADVERTISERS.  

Their     advertisement     helps 
your paper.  Say you saw it in the 
"New Times."  

GENERAL  
INDUSTRIAL ADHESIVES Pty. 
Ltd., 155 Yarra St. Cold Glues, 
Dextrine. 
"LEUKOL." By far the most up-to -
date Toothpaste. No Toothache. 
No Extractions. No Pyorrhea. 
30,000 packages sold without ad-
vertising. From local Chemist; or 
send 2/- to W. Winford, 45 St. 
Elmo Rd., N.21. 

MELBOURNE  

ABBOTSFORD. 
HOLLINS, A. R., 405 Victoria St. 
Motor Repairs of all kinds. J 2047. 

ALBERT PARK.   
GROCERIES.      C. Paten. Corner 
Page and Boyd Streets. 

ASCOT VALE.  
A. J. AMESS, 390 Mt. Alexander Rd. 
(Next Tram Sheds.) Motor Garage. 
Just   Price   Discount—Repairs   and 

Supplies. 

AUBURN . 
BLACK CAT LIBRARY and Ladies 
Hairdrsr. 639 Burw'd Rd. Haw. 1779 

BLACKBURN .   
“A" GRADE MOTOR ENGINEERS 
Station Garage, Whitehorse Road. 
WX 1490. 
HAIRDRESSER and Tobacconist. 
Ladies' and Gents.'. Wright, 122 
South Parade. 
MOTOR  REPAIRS,   Straton's. 
Better  Service.  Lower  Cost.  WX 
2748. 
PAINTER, PAPERHANGER, etc. G. 
B. COLLIER, 8 Wolseley Cres. 

BOX HILL.  
ALL Electrical and Radio Needs. 
G. G. Foster, W'horse Rd. WX2581. 
BOOT REPAIRS. Work Guaran-
teed W. Tolley, 975 W'horse Road. 
BOX HILL FURNISHING CO. 247 -
9 Station St. Cash or Terms. CHAS. 
L. COX, TAILOR. Men's and 
Boys' Wear. 285 Station St. 
CHEMIST. F. Cheshire, For Your 
Prescriptions. 270 Station Street. 
COOL DRINKS, Sweets, Smokes. 
R. Dannock, 1124 Whitehorse Road. 
CYCLE SHOP and Oxywelding. 
"Alwin" Station St., South of Rly. 
DRAPERY. For Smart Styles and a 
Fair Deal, TAIT'S Corner Stores 
DRESSMAKER.   Mrs. Evans. 
Station St., opp. Baptist Church. 
ELECTRICAL  &  RADIO.   Holli -
day.  Opp Stn. Sales, Repairs. WX 
2677. FURNITURE REMOVERS. 
Gill Bros., 254 Station St. WX2073 
GROCER, W. M. Anderson, 14 
Main St.  WX 1233. 
HAIRDRESSER and Tobacconist. 
L. Larsen, Station St., opp. Gilpin's 
IRONMONGER & SPORTS STORE 
F. P. Park, 10 Main St. WX1290. 
MARS LAUNDRY CO. WX 2662. 
Pick up & Deliver. Quality G'teed. 
RENNIE'S BLUE TAXIS.    WX1946,
City Prices. Day and Night Service. 
TAILOR, J. G. Penson, 227 Station 
Street. Suits Hand Made from 95/-. 
W. A. MOODY, 1014 W'horse Rd. 
Fruit, Vegetables Delivered Daily. 
WATCHMAKER and Jeweller. 
Barnes.   Station Street.   Repairs. 

CAMBERWELL .  
SPORTS DEPOT & Leather Goods. 
E. Goslin, 777 Burke Rd. Haw. 4900. 

CARNEGIE.  
P. A. McWHINNEY, Grocer, Con-
fectioner. Opposite State School. 

CITY.  
ANNOUNCING Naytura Cafe 
Health Service & Store. Free 
dietetic advice. 800 Lt. Collins St. 
C 6001. 
A TAILORED SUIT at Moderate
Price. Dress Suits. DOYLE. C. 
6192. Wentworth House, 203 
Collins St. 
ATTENTION! Naytura Hostel. 
Vegetarian Guest House. Accom. 
State & Inter. Guests. Haw. 74. 

(Continued on page 3.) 
 

THE CURE 
"I have always believed 

that the solution of the 
mental il ls of the modern 
world is to be found in the 
work of the hands." 
—Dame     Lyons     in     Mel-
bourne,   September   13. 
* * * 

So, if you are mentally wor-
ried because your wages 
won't allow you to keep 
your wife and children in 
decency, go and dig in 
your  garden (i f  you have 
one), and everything will 
be all r ight.  
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From platform, press, and, for all 
I know, pulpit comes the call to the 
nation to rejoice because prices are 
rising. They want you to realise 
that because your wages buy less 
you are better off. 

The papers make it perfectly 
clear. Higher prices to the producer 
means that he can buy more from 
other producers. Employment in-
creases and more people have wages 
of some sort. This means pros-
perity, a word used in economics to 
mean, "more work." 

There is only one snag in this. 
The wages do not rise with the 
prices. Prices are inclined to be 
snobbish. They think wages are 
rather vulgar, so when wages rise 
they move up one, just as you do 
in the bus when a child gets in with 
a stick of rock. 

Therefore, you must pay for your 
prosperity by having to buy less. 
You cannot expect to get a good 
thing like prosperity for nothing. 
Surely a little spot of poverty is a 
small price to pay for prosperity? 

* *  

The behaviour of prices has been 
the subject of much speculation. 
Hitherto it has been assumed that 
they do as they please, and nobody 
can control them. During a slump 
businessmen pray for prices to rise. 
Some of them gather to the Stock 
Exchange every morning and sing 
the well-known hymn, "There's a 
home for litt le prices above the 
bright blue sky," in the hope of en-
ticing them upwards. 

The experts keep asking, "Have 
prices touched bottom?" the idea 
being that when they do they will 
bounce up again. 

And the sad thing is that when 
they do rise, after a time people 
want them down again. Shopkeep-
ers complain of falling custom, 
workers protest against the cost of 
living. But all in vain. As a fam-
ous poet once wrote: 

"The   moving   prices   rise, and 
having riz,  

Not all your Unions' protests to 
Big Biz  

Can take a single penny off the 
pint  

Nor make   one   cabbage cheaper 
than it is." 

Thus prices are never where you 
want them, but are always going to 
be. For this reason most econom-
ists are Hegelians in philosophy. 
They believe that nothing is; it only 
becomes. The universe is in a state 
of permanent flux, and the right 
price-level, like everything else, 
never is, but is always becoming. In 
the recent debate, however, the 

President of the Board of Trade 
suggested that at some future date 
the Government might exercise 
some control over prices. "A point 
will come," he said, "when the rise 
would have reached the limit of 
effectiveness, and the new circum-
stances will have to be watched." 

The suggestion here is that, some-
where in the economic universe, 
there is a point, hitherto unlocated 
by sliding scale or telescope, where 
the relation between wages, employ-
ment and prices is such that every-
body will be able to buy enough of 
what they want without disadvan-
tage to producer or consumer. 

It is known as "The Point of 
Economic Balance," or "The Capi-
talist Millennium." When we reach 
it the economic system will function 
harmoniously and trade will be one 
grand, sweet song. 

Economists have laboured for 
years to find a formula for reaching 
this point, but without success, the 
results varying from 25 yens per 
pood to 65 feet above sea level. 

Drama and tragedy have attended 
these efforts to find the right for-
mula. Only last week a highly 
respected old professor rushed into 
the School of Economics waving a 
piece of paper and shout ing, 
"Eureka!" 

"But," said the others, when they 
had worked out his formula, "you 
have not allowed for the fluctuations 
of the Bessarabian wheat market, 
the inflation of Jugo-Slavian cur-
rency, nor the variations of the Gulf 
Stream." And the old man burst 
into tears and became an astrologer. 

In the meantime you should take 
a broad view of the situation. 
Though your purchasing power may 
be reduced as a natural consequence 
of prosperity, there are more peo-
ple earning, so the total income of 
the nation has increased. There-
fore, the way to feel prosperous is 
to forget your individual circum-
stances and think of yourself as 
Britain. 

* * 

You must merge your personality 
in that of your fellow-countrymen. 
Start by identifying yourself with 
the man next door. Say to yourself:  

"Every day and in every way I 
become more and more Mr. Whiffle-
pip. His joys are my joys, his sor-
rows my sorrows. Twin-souled 
participators in Britain's greatness, 
we dwell in unity of purpose like 
two scrambled eggs on the same 
toast. Divided, we suffer a 10 per 
cent, increase in cost of living; 

united, we ride the crest of the wave 
of national prosperity." 

Having thus achieved one-ness 
with the man next door, continue 
the process down the street. It will 
come easier as you proceed; the 
first three houses are the hardest. 
In a short t ime your soul, freed 
"from its prison of limited individual-
ity, will pass blissfully into a na-
tional Nirvana, there to enjoy an 
increased aggregate of purchasing 
power. It is simply a matter of 
modifying the ego. 

This, I feel sure, is what the Gov-
ernment expects us to do. This is 
the only interpretation of its assur-
ance that prosperity is increasing, 
although as individuals we are get-
ting less of it. 

The trouble is misguided people 
keep talking about the "Consumer." 
Yet it is doubtful if there is such a 
beast. No reputable economist al-
lows for its existence, and they all 
make it quite clear that the whole 
purpose of a sound economic sys-
tem is Production. Any Govern-
ment will subsidise the producer. 

 

but who ever heard of a Govern-
ment subsidising the consumer? 

Now and then some Government 
will announce its intention of insti-
tuting a National Dividend, or some 
other means of adjusting people's 
incomes to the cost of living. But 
whenever that happens a coup d'etat 
will abolish the Government over-
night and a violent storm will de-
stroy the crops. You cannot monkey 
with Cosmic forces. 

Many economists regard the con-
sumer as a myth, originating from 
prehistoric times when the purpose 
of producing food was to eat it, and 
not, as now, to sell it. 

Sometimes this popular supersti-
tion about consumers gets on an 
economist's nerves. Now and then 
he will think he is seeing one, and 
he will say, "Go away!" and pro-
mise to knock off the drink. 

Nevertheless, it is a good thing 
for Ministers to hold the promise of 
an adequate income before the 
people. All who have had to do 
with beasts of burden will testify 
to t h e  incentive-value of t h e  
dangling carrot. 

THE IMPUDENCE 

OF GREGORY, 

M.H.R. 

Electors' Servant 
Wants   "Requests," 

Not "Demands"  
From the "West Australian 

Wheatgrower" of September 9: 
The crew of the m.v. Koolinda 

recently forwarded their views 
on national insurance in particu-
lar, and the abolition of poverty 
in general, to West Australian 
Federal Ministers. All, even 
though some of the replies were 
evasive and unsatisfactory, re-
plied courteously—with one ex-
ception. The exception was Mr. 
Gregory. Mr. Gregory read the 
Koolinda men a lesson in man-
ners—objected to their making 
demands—and declined to make 
any further observations. 

Here is the correspondence: — 
From Mr. S. Strack, on behalf of 

the Koolinda men: — 
"I have been asked by the 

members drawn from the depart-
ments of the m.v. Koolinda— 
namely, sailors, greasers, cooks 
and marine stewards—to forward 
you the following resolution: — 

"We, this assembled meeting 
drawn from all sections of the 
crew of the motor-vesse1 
Koolinda, protest against you, or 
any West Austral ian member 
of the Senate or House of Re-
presentatives supporting such a 
measure as the National Insur-
ance Bill, as we know it to be 
another shrewd method of tax-
ing the community. 

"We demand that you abstain 
from voting for such a poverty-
stricken measure, and that you 
help us to force the Federal 
Government to assert its right to 
control all moneys as laid down 
in the Australian Constitution. 

"Such moneys to be used as 
the experts may advise for the 
abolition of poverty. 

"In a land of full and plenty, 
such as Australia, we know 
poverty to be unnecessary. 

"I hope that your opinion coin-
cides with the above resolution, 
as mass public opinion is going 
to be the big factor in Austra-
lian political life from now on." 

* * *  
From Mr. H. Gregory, Mem-

ber for Swan, to Mr. Strack: — 
"I received a letter from you 

dated 27th June with resolution 
protesting against certain things. 

"I think it would be advisable 
for you to learn that when you 
are writing to a Member of 
Parliament it is much better to 
make requests than to make de-
mands. 

"Under the circumstances and, 
in consequence of the manner in 
which you have written your 
letter, I decline to make any 
more observations." 

* * *  
From Mr.  Strack to Mr.  

Gregory: — 
"Your letter of 15th July duly 

received and noted. 
"In regard to the subject mat-

ter contained therein, I would 
like to state that as members of 
Parliament are the servants of 
the people, it is not necessary 
for the people to make requests 
instead of demands. And as de-
mands are to be a feature of the 
future, I suggest that you learn 
to accept such when received 
without comment." 

 

 
 

CARROTS ARE CHEAP  

By YAFFLE, in   "Reynolds News." 

 

THIS WEEK’S GEM  
"Any government that un-

dertakes to assure reasonable 
returns to farmers, reasonable 
profits to industry, reasonable 
wages to workers, and reason-
able taxation to all, sets itself 
a hopeless task" 

—From the September cir-
cular of the Sound Finance 
League of Australia. 

*         *         * 
From which it will be seen 
that Sound Finance does not 
believe in reasonable 
government.

New Times 
SHOPPING 

GUIDE  

and Business 
Directory  

PATRONISE THESE 
ADVERTISERS. Their    

advertisement    helps your 
paper.  Say you saw it in the 
"New Times."  

MELBOURNE (Cont.)  
(Continued from page 2.) 

BLINDS of every sort. Car curtains 
repaired. T. Pettit, 235a Queen St. 
CAKES. PASTRY, etc. Home Hade 
"Clovelly," The Block, Elizabeth 
St. Celt. 255. 
COLONIAL BUILDING CO, 466  
Collins St., MU 1980. Call for free 
booklet on home building. DAVIS,   
668   Bourke   St.     Royal Medal 
Milkers, Separators, Engines 
DOUGLAS SOCIAL CREDIT 
BOOKSHOP.   166 Lit. Collins St. 

CITY.  
DRY CLEANING & REPAIRS.  
"Saville,"  Leonard House, Eliz. St., 
5th Floor, 
FROCKS. Coats; W., O.S.; Mod. 
Price. Kellehers, Block Court, 3rd 
Floor. 

GINGER JAR CAFE, 238 Flinders 
Lane (4 doors from Swanston 
St.). Best 3-course meal in city. 
JAS. JENNINGS, 211 Queen St., 
and  6 Regent  Arc.   Optician,  73 
years est.   Testing Free.  
MAISON MERLIN, Natl. Bk. Bldg 
271 Col. St.   Ladies' Hairdressers' 
OPTICIAN and Hearing Aids. M. L. 
COLECHIN, Champion House, 1th 
Floor, 57 Swanston St.    F 5566 
OPTICIAN, J. H. Buckham, J.P. ' 
Nat. Bk. Ch., 271 Collins. St. C. 831 
PRINTING.   E. E. GUNN. 
Off 500 Lit. Bourke St. Cent. 6021 
QUICK SERVICE T OBACCO 
KI OSK. Equitable Place. Buy 
your Smokes here! 
TAILOR, Dependable Suit for 130/-. 

P. Whitcroft, 215 Queen Street 
TAILOR,  High  Class;  H.  Stack-
poole.  Lang Arc., off 333 Lons. St 
WATCHMAKER and Jeweller. A. 
Chapman, CAPITOL HSE, 6 yrs. 
Hardy Bros., in charge Repair Dept. 

DARLING.  
ESTATE AGENT, J. White, 1 
Illowa St.   UY 6521. 

ELSTERNWICK .  
BRIDGE & SON.    Men's & Boys' 
Wear. Opp. Station. Phone L 5383. 
RADIO  &   ELECT'L   SERVICES  
Mackintosh's, 72  Glenh'tly Rd.  
L 4688. 

ELWOOD . 
THE DUCHEY LIBRARY, 3 
Ormond Road.   New Books Weekly. 

FAIRFIELD.  
BUTCHER, 93  Station Street. 
Arthur B. Heath Solicits Your 
Patronage. 

FOOTSCRAY. 
BOOT REPAIRS. A. A. Taylor. 
Station Ramp, While U Wait S'vice 
MASSEY'S GARAGE, W'town Rd. 
The Home of Motor Reconditioning 

GLENFERRIE.  
OPTICIAN, W. W. Nicholls, 100 
Glenferrie Rd.   Haw. 5845. SUITS 
to order from 70/-. H. 6813 A. 
Sutherland, 184 Glenferrie Rd. 

HAMPTON.  
BEAUTY SALON, Norma Bell,  

Hampton St., next P.O. XW2160 
BOOKSELLER,  S.  J.  Endacott,  75 
Hampton St., for all book needs. 
CHEMIST, Rod Burgess. 156a 
Hampton St.  XW 2424. 
HAIRDRESSER, Ladies and Gents. 
R. STEWART, 68 Hampton St. 
HOME MADE CAKES.  
BEAN'S, 140 Hampton St. XW1787. 
TAILOR, R. W. Simpson, Railway 
Walk. Suits Hand Made from 95/-. 

IVANHOE.  
BOOT REPAIRS. J. Fraser solicits 
your custom. 130 Upper H'berg Rd. 

P. A. MORRIS & CO.  
PTY.   LTD.  

EYESIGHT   SPECIALISTS,   PRACTICAL  
OPTICIANS. 

"YORK   HOUSE"  BASEMENT, 298   
LITTLE   COLLINS   STREET,  

MELBOURNE. 
'Phone:   Central   8400.  

 

UPHOLSTERER. Blinds & Bed-
ding. Duke's, 111 H'berg Rd. 
Ivan. 626. 

(Continued on page 7.) 

The Rt. Hon. R. G. Menzies, 
Exponent of Democracy 

And Would-Be Suppressor of Free Speech. 

Dear Mr. Menzies, — 
From one who some t ime ago was hai led as 

the Bril l iant Young Man of Australian polit ics, 
and who also loves to extol the democratic ideal, 
your latest effort to muzzle parliamentary free 
speech seems extraordinarily tactless—especially 
with a general election in the offing. It appears 
unquestionable that, added to the Prime Minister's 
exhibition of rotten sportsmanship in the House, 
this attitude will lose tens of thousands (if not 
hundreds of thousands) of votes to your party. 
Nevertheless, we find your attitude easy to under-
stand. 

For you yourself, while ready to descend to the 
lowest  of personal i t ies to sui t  your  own pur-
poses—as when you demanded to know of a mem-
ber of a Seamen's Union deputation whether he 
was not in private life a Communist—have never 
been noted for good humour when you have come 
in for crit icism in your own turn. On more than 
one occasion recently you have made an exhibition 
of yourself in public on this very point. Is it, Sir, 
because you have no good defence to much of this 
criticism? 

That any parliamentary probing on the subject 
of oil or of members' outside business interests 
should be particularly distasteful to you does not 
strike us as strange. We have not forgotten, nor 
has the Australian public, how, while Attorney 
General for Victoria, you also acted as leading 
counsel for the Shell oil interest before the Royal 
Commission on Petrol. Nor have we, or the Aus- 
 

tralian public, forgotten how, on your being trans-
lated to the Federal Attorney-Generalship, discus-
sion of that Commission's report has been effec-
tively stifled at Canberra. Nor, in spite of the 
protested ignorance of the Government of which 
you are a senior member concerning any know-
ledge of oil discoveries or developments in New 
Guinea, have we forgotten that the London Econo-
mist of June 19 last, in discussing the annual re-
ports of the Royal Dutch-Shell group of oil mono-
polists and the directors' references to exploration 
in New Guinea, said that this area "is apparently 
to be the world's next oilfield." 

What an extraordinary thing, Sir, that your 
Government should be so absolutely ignorant of 
what is apparently common talk in financial circles 
in London! What  have al l  you men been doing 
on your multitudinous trips overseas? 

We suggest to you, Mr. Menzies, that you are 
now so openly tied up, through directorships and 
associations, with Big Business outside the House, 
that you would better serve both Big Business and 
the political party which does its bidding by retir-
ing from the House altogether. We fear you will 
never achieve your ambition of becoming Prime 
Minister; you are not a Genial Personality boy— 
you haven't IT. 

Why not suggest to those of your fellow direc-
tors who are also directors of the Argus and Aus-
tralasian Ltd. that you could capably guide the 
destinies of the "new" Argus—which turns out 
to be the same old lady we have always know, 
except that she has turned her petticoats inside 
out? The “l iberal” policy of that journal would 
just about suit your mode of expression. 

THE NEW TIMES
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Japan and Wool 
Again 

A few weeks ago everything 
was rosy in the wool market. It 
was confidently anticipated that 
Japan would operate to at least 
as great an extent as she had 
done in the closing months of 
last  season, and that prices 
would equal if they did not ex-
ceed those realised in the earlier 
part of this year. 

But now things are far from 
rosy.  At the opening of the 
new season's sales Japanese 
buyers attended only as specta-
tors. The word went round that 
Japan would not be on the 
market as a purchaser unt il  
after Christmas. Prices dropped. 
Withdrawals were heavy. Gene-
ral confusion reigned. 

An attempt has been made, 
as was done last year, to dis-
count as far as possible the ef-
fect of Japan's abstention. The 
suggestion that the Federal 
Ministry intends to retaliate with 
new tariffs against Japanese 
goods has been denied. Very 
little publicity has been given to 
the hasty visit to Canberra of 
the chairman of the Australian 
Wool Board and the acting 
chairman of the National Coun-
cil of Wool selling Brokers. 
Neverthe less,  the gravest 
anxiety prevails. 

Looking to the future, it is 
asserted in the Japanese news-
papers — which, as last year, 
seem to be more fully and ac-
curately informed than anyone 
in Australia but the Ministerial 
principals—that negotiations for 
a  long-term treaty between 
Japan and Australia have prac-
tically broken down, so that, 
bad as the present position is, 
prospects are much worse. 

As was the case last year, 
Japan is ready and anxious to 
buy very large quantities of 
Australian wool, and it is only 
the Aust ra l ian Government,  
which is making it impossible 
for her to do so.  For Austra-
lian woolgrowers want to be 
paid for their product with Aus-
tralian pounds and not with 
Japanese yen. And Japan can-
not secure the necessary Austra-
lian pounds unless she can sell 
her own products to Australians. 
For years past, Japan has been 
buying something like £5 worth 
of Australian produce for every 
£2 worth of our purchases of 
Japanese goods. The deficiency 
has been made up by the trans-
fer to us, through London, of an 
accumulation of Japanese funds 
derived from her selling to other 

 

 
 

countries more goods than she 
bought in exchange. But, thanks 
largely to that "Imperial" policy 
to which our Federal Govern-
ment wishes us to be hangers-
on, these avenues are being 
pretty effectively stopped against 
Japan. And unless we make a 
direct reciprocal treaty with our 
Japanese neighbours nothing 
seems more certain than that 
we are fated to lose this most 
valuable client for one of the 
lines in which Australia re-
gularly produces a genuine sur-
plus. 

That no U.A.P. Government 
will make such a treaty is as-
sured. For the first plank of 
U.A.P.-ism is that our present 
monetary arrangements must 
not be interfered with.  And 
since those monetary arrange-
ments make no provision for 
every increase in wool produc-
tion to be accompanied by an 
equivalent increase in our money 
supplies, a U.A.P.-banker ruled 
people, being unable to buy the 
whole of their own output, will 
be unable, either, to buy goods 
in exchange for that output. 

"Expend or Commit"  

From time to time we have 
drawn attention to the dis-
honesty of the Lyons Ministry 
in putting aside into so-called 
trust funds nearly the whole of 
its surpluses of receipts over ex-
penditure during the past few 
years. The procedure was dis-
honest because the Government 
thus practically ignored the ac-
cumulated deficits of the years 
immediately before; and even 
had there been no such deficits, 
the surplus receipts of one year 
should rather have been used to 
lower taxation in the following 
year. 

The accumulated deficit was 
£17,216,000 on July 1, 1935, and 
against this the Government out 
of its surpluses has offset only 
£1,557,558, still leaving an ac-
cumulated deficit of £15,658,442. 
As against this, as the Treasurer 
explained in the House when 
presenting the 1937-38 budget, 
"the year 1936-37 closed with 
approximately £3,000,000 to the 
credit of the defence trust ac-
counts. We propose to expend 
or commit  the whole of this 
sum in the current financial year 
towards making financial pro-
vision for defence. I have used 
the words 'expend or commit' 
advisedly, as it is improbable 
that the whole of the Govern-
ment's orders for defence equip-
ment will fall due for payment 
in 1937-38, but, as the whole 
amount will be committed, I be-
lieve it is only right so to in-
form the Parliament and to make 
provision for its possible expen-
diture." 

What a neat little scheme! If, 
as the Ministry fears,  i t is 
bundled out of office at the com-
ing elections, it will have made 
sure that its successors have no 
spare funds to play wi th,  and 
it will also have made sure, by 
placing the orders for equip-
ment, that its plans cannot be 
countermanded, even though the 
electors presently vote against 
such plans. That is the Lyons 
Government's idea of democracy. 

The Government's "defence" 
proposals for this year envisage 
the expenditure of  £11,513,000, 
of which £6 millions will come 
from taxation, £2 ½ millions from 
a London loan, and the balance 
from the “trust” funds. Speaking in 
the House on August 27, Mr.  

Casey said, in attempting to 
justify the borrowing of £2½ 
millions (£2 millions sterling) 
in London: "The Government 
will be faced with the necessity 
to meet financial commitments 
in Britain on account of the 
purchase of defence equipment 
that cannot be manufactured in 
Australia, to the approximate 
amount of £2,000,000 sterling 
in the current financial year. 
These commitments will thus be 
met without necessity for en-
croaching on our existing body 
of London funds." A few 
minutes later his table of expen-
diture on public works in Aus-
tralia during 1937-38 included 
for defence only £3,309,000, and 
he added: "The figures for de-
fence in this table represent the 
approximate defence expenditure 
in Australia on works. Expendi-
ture in Great Britain for equip-
ment and for other purposes has 
been omitted." 

From this we take it that of 
the £11,531,000 defence vote 
over £8 millions, and not £2½ 
millions, is to be spent with the 
armament makers in Britain, the 
difference of nearly £6 millions 
representing orders for which 
delivery will not be given until 
after next June. If this be so, 
then Mr.  Casey's statement 
about the £2½ million loan in 
London was, to put it mildly, 
disingenuous. How does he 
propose to provide the further 
sum for the Merchants of Blood 
in Britain? Will there be another 
loan next year, or is he paving 
the way, in case Labor gets in, 
for a repetition of the mangling 
process through which Mr. Scul-
lin and the people of Australia 
were put on account of a short-
age of London funds? 

We suggest that the Opposi-
tion should give close attention 
to this aspect. In no depart-
ment of our public affairs is 
there more room for racketeer-
ing than in this matter of de-
fence. Because of the alleged need 
for secrecy in our moves against 
an enemy who has never even 
been named, it seems well-nigh 
impossible for the public to get 
any information as to how or 
on what their hard earned money 
is spent. And if anyone dares 
to raise the question a howl of 
"disloyal," "anti-British," or even 
"Communist" at once goes up 
from those who have under their 
control the manipulation of the 
vast funds concerned. If th is 
be not a racket, at least it bears 
all the outward and visible 
characteristics of one. 

 

Cows Before 
Children  

We mentioned last week the 
witholding by the Federa l 
Government of any financial as-
sistance for those great num-
bers of chi ldren who wi ll  be 
left crippled as a result of the 
epidemic of infantile paralysis in 
Victoria. In this connection we 
should like to point out that the 
Government which cannot spare 
funds for such a purpose (at 
least as long as Victoria is ad-
ministered by a Country Party 
which has broken away from the 
U.A.P, apron strings) has just 
placed on its estimates for the com-
ing year an. increase of £25,000 in 
the subsidy provided for the 
eradication of cattle tick. 

There is, of course, this 
practical aspect, that healthy 
cattle for export will provide 
handsome returns to the meat 
monopolists in Australia and 
ample funds to pay interest to  
 

 the finance monopolists in 
London. As for healthy children—
aren't we suffering for years from 
surplus labour? 

The "Australian  

Manufacturer'   on  

Parliaments 

In the course of a biting editorial, 
"The Stampede in Taxation—Can 
Nothing Check It?" the Australa-
sian Manufacturer in its issue of 
September 11 covers a good deal 
of the same ground as is traversed 
in the art icle on page 2 of this 
issue. Sett ing out the table of 
Federal taxation from 1928-29 up 
to the budget estimate for 1937-38 
it shows, as we have done, that 
taxation, instead of decreasing, is 
sharply increasing, and that last 
year the Commonwealth Govern-
ment took from taxpayers a sum 
greater than the total of £60 mil-
l ions real ised from our entire 
wool clip. 

The Manufacturer then goes on 
to suggest that a "rapacious 
Government taxes the people to 
handsomely pay an expensive Civil 
Service." We would suggest to 
our contemporary that it look a 
little further into the destination 
of taxes collected by Governments, 
both Federal and State, from the 
harassed taxpayers. We think it 
may then be induced to modify its 
views in this respect. Civil ser-
vants have economic security, of a 
sort; most of them have reasonable 
hours; but we certainly deny that 
the Civil Services are handsomely 
or even decently paid. This is not 
really a matter for argument, but 
for inspection of the schedules of 
payment, which we invite the 
Manufacturer to peruse for itself. 

Of the moneys collected by 
Governments, more than half go 
to pay interest on sums created by 
private companies (in the form of 
bank ledger entries) and lent to 
the sovereign people. Of the bal-
ance, a very high percentage is 
absorbed in the pittances paid to 
the destitute. 

We invite the Manufacturer, 
therefore, to inquire why the in-
terest on the national debt alone 
now accounts for more taxation 
than the sum total of combined 
Federal and State levies at the end 
of the war? Why a national debt 
at all? And why, in a land like 
Australia, does it  happen that 
every third person who reaches old 
age is in financial destitution? 

The Manufacturer concludes its 
editorial thus: "The incompetence 
and idle chatter of our Parliamen-
tarians are bringing the great cause 
of Democracy into ridicule. And 
something should be done—and 
done at once—to raise the standard 
of ability of our Parliamentary re-
presentat ives. Then we might 
have less Party bickering, lighter 
taxation, and wiser laws. In this 
way, and in this way only, can the 
manufacturing industries of Aus-
tralia grow and flourish and render 
to the people in fullest measure the 
great services they are capable of 
rendering." 

We agree that something should 
be done, and done at once, to make 
Parliament effective. And we sug-
gest to the Manufacturer that the 
best step to take is to put business 
methods into Parliament, to treat our 
M.P.s, who, as the Manufacturer 
says, "are virtually Civil Servants 
themselves,” as servants, to demand 
from them the same test of 
RESULTS as any manufacturer 
would demand of his own paid staff 
– in short, to put into Parlia-

ment the doctrine of personal re-
sponsibility. 

Only if we do this—and in so 
doing refuse to let ourselves fall 
into Party alignments—will either 
the manufacturing or the primary 
industries of Australia "grow and 
flourish and render to the people 
in fullest measure the great ser-
vices they are capable of rendering.'' 

Strikers and the Law 

In an editorial under the above 
heading last Friday the Argus 
lauded Sir S. Argyle for "con-
demning in his policy speech or 
Wednesday night the Dunstan 
Ministry's inaction in the gas 
strike." The Argus went on to 
say: "The Ministry was guilty of 
more than cowardice and inepti-
tude. Because of its political affi-
liation it deliberately refrained 
from enforcing against the strikers 
a law on the statute-book," etc., 
etc. 

On the following page the Argus 
gave an account of the trouble in 
the Sunbeam Colliery at Korum-
burra. In the course of i ts 
narrative appeared this statement 
from the pit manager: "Every miner 
has been given one week's notice, 
which expires tomorrow. The 
colliery will be closed indefinitely, 
because we cannot afford to pay 
the men the increased award rates, 
which become operative from to-
morrow . . .. We simply cannot 
work the mine successfully and pay 
these ridiculously high wages." 

Did the Argus have any editorial 
comment on this? Of course not. 
But i t  cannot have i t  both ways. 
If it denounces a strike by 
employees against award wages, 
then it should equally denounce a 
lock-out by the employers against 
award wages. But logic was 
never a strong point with the 
Argus, old or "new." 

A New Device for 
Sweating Insurance 

Employees 
The wealthy insurance com-

panies of Australia hit upon a new 
excuse for sweating their employees 
in the Arbitration Court last week. 
Opposing (successfully) the claim 
for an all-round increase of 4/6 a 
week for adult female employees, 
the plea was put forth that female 
employees with more than nine 
years' service had been given an 
increase of £14 last year, and the 
companies had agreed that it was 
better to give a substantial increase 
to girls making a career of insur-
ance than to spread the increases 
throughout the scale. 

On the surface this sounds very 
nice and considerate towards those 
"making a career of insurance," 
and apparently on that ground the 
companies got away with their 
case. But it would be interesting 
to know what proportion of the 
female staffs of insurance com-
panies have over nine years' ser-
vice, as against the proportion who 
have less. It seems reasonable to 
conclude that a relatively small 
number of the girls who marry 
would occupy office jobs for the 
longer periods. 

As to the morals of the arrange-
ment, with all due respect to Chief 
Judge Dethridge, they are bar-
barous. It is just and proper that,  
as a general rule, higher rates of 
pay should be awarded for greater 
efficiency—which was not raised 
in the issue. Apart from that, it is 
right that a person with a de-
pendant family should receive a 
family wage. But the insurance 
companies’ award tends the other 
(Continued on page 5, column 1.) 

THE    PRINTED   WORD 
in 

Pamphlets, Booklets, Leaflets, 
Weeklies, Monthlies, Annuals, 
Newspapers, Magazines, or 

Books  
EXCELLENTLY AND 

ECONOMICALLY 
PRODUCED 

By 
THE ADVOCATE PRESS 
143-151 a’BECKETT ST., 

MELBOURNE. 

‘Phone: F 2673 (3 lines). 
 



Sir, 
Mr. H. A. Pitt, a member of the 

Monetary and Banking Commis-
sion, has just retired from the posi-
tion of director of finance in the 
Victorian Government Service. On 
the eve of his retirement he was pre-
sented with an easy chair, and the 
occasion was considered important 
enough for a special photograph and 
publication in the newspapers. 

In the course of his reply to the 
complimentary speeches, Mr. Pitt 
complained that some cruel things 
had been said about him and the 
part he had played in connection 
with the Premiers' Plan, but that 
what he had done had been neces-
sary to save the State. As usual, 
however, there was no reference to 
all to the identity of the monster 
from whom the State had to be 
saved. 

To me this complaint from Mr. 
Pitt is the sign of a troubled con-
science, and, in my judgment, he 
would have a far better prospect of 
securing peace of mind for the re-
maining years of his life if he en-
deavoured to rectify the wrong he 
had done the community and to 
make some restitution. The same 
applies to every other man who took 
part in imposing the crime of the 
Premiers' Plan upon us. No quan-
tity of crocodile tears will ever 
drown the fact that it was a crime, 
as even the Banking Commission it-
self has been obliged to admit, nor 
will an attitude of injured innocence 
enable any of the participants to 
escape responsibility. 

The Commission's 
Admission  

On pages 209 to 211 of the Re-
port we may read: "Two of the 
most important monetary measures 
taken during the depression were 
the expansion of central bank credit 
in 1931 and 1932, and the movement 
in the exchange rate in January, 
1931. In each case, in our opinion, 
the depression would have been 
lightened and some of its worst ef-
fects avoided if these measures had 
been taken earlier . . .  the proper 
policy for the governments to pur-
sue if a depression is developing is 
to expand public works, refrain 
from increasing taxation, and avoid 
a general contraction of government 
expenditure, even although deficits 
are incurred." 

Yet Mr. Pitt, who was supposed 
to be a director of finance, an "ex-
pert," advocated and insisted upon 
the very opposite course, with its 
untold misery and suffering for mil-
lions of his fellow-citizens at a time 
when there was a superabundance 
of all the material things they ac-
tually needed to prevent misery and 
suffering. I therefore look upon 
him as a man who publicly helped 
to rob me and my family, and I 
want him to publicly know it. 

Perhaps no one has criticised Mr. 
Pitt's public activities more strongly 
than I have done, and consequently it 
is possible that his charge of cruelty 
is intended to apply to me. Mr. Pitt 
has a perfect right to object to 
cruelty as everyone else has, but it is 
usually the habit of the bully to 
squeal when he gets a taste of 
what he has been passing out to 
others. 

Powers of  

Commonwealth Bank  
There can hardly be argument 

against the fact that the only cir- 
 

(Continued from page 4.)  
way. It penal ises gir ls who may 
be saving up to get married, and 
makes some sort of resti tut ion 
when they abandon the idea of mar-
riage in favour of a "career of in-
surance." 

This insurance company 
arrangement reminds one of Myer’s 
recent announcement that 
“substantial” bonuses would be paid 
to all employees with 25 years of 
service behind them. 

 

cumstance that prevents our people 
from getting the things they need 
so badly is lack of money, and that 
money is no more real than figures 
and tickets, i.e., it is only a matter 
of bookkeeping. There is definitely 
no lack of goods. Here again, even 
the Commission has had to admit 
the truth, as follows: "The special 
function of the Commonwealth 
Bank is to regulate the volume of 
credit in the national interest, and 
its distinctive attribute is its con-
t rol of the Note Issue.  Wi th in 
the limits prescribed by law, it has 
the power to print and issue notes 
as legal tender money, and every 
obligation undertaken by the Com-
monwealth Bank is backed by this 
power of creating the money with 
which to discharge it . . .  it can even 
make money available to govern-
ments or to others free of any 
charge." (Page 196.) 

To create a thing is to bring it 
into existence, and this is the power 
vested in the Commonwealth Bank 
in regard to money. It can create 
it. If it could not create sufficient 
within the limits of the law, then, 
of course, it would be an easy mat-
ter to get the law altered. Notwith-
standing this, our aged and infirm 
were called upon to suffer pension 
reductions because it was said there 
was not sufficient Australian money 
to pay them. That was not only 
an infamous lie, but it was a cruel 
and cowardly attack on those who 
could not defend themselves. 

In simple language our only 
trouble at the time Mr. Pitt was 
brought on to the public stage was 
that our farmers could not get suf-
ficient Australian money to pay 
their Australian debts; our business 
men could not get sufficient Austra-
lian money to meet their Australian 
costs; and our people in general 
could not get sufficient Australian 
money to buy Australian goods. 
Even an intelligent child could see 
that, but apparently Mr. Pitt and 
his fellow-"experts" could not. They 
said that the way to overcome a 
shortage was to intensify it by giv-
ing the people still less, an attitude 
so absurd that one is forced to won-
der regarding the mentality of those 
who stood for it. 

"The Quickest Way to 
Recovery"  

In March 1934, this same Mr. 
Pitt opposed an increase in the basic 
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wage on the ground that "the quick-
est way to financial recovery is to 
cut down expenditure of all kinds." 
He admitted that that would be an 
unpopular remedy, but said it was 
necessary to do that or increase 
taxation to secure the balancing of 
the Budget. He demanded that the 
Budget should be balanced. This 
was merely repeating the dictum of 
Sir Otto Niemeyer, that the lives 
and progress of the people must be 
confined within the limitations of 
financial figures fixed by private 
banks. In total disregard of the 
increasing wealth of the community 
he declared that we should be 
compulsorily made poorer merely 
to fit in with the interests of private 
financiers. It was not surprising that 
three months later his name was in-
cluded in the "Honours" list with 
such financial notabilities as Sir 
Claude Reading, Sir Robert Knox 
and Colonel Cohen, who also had 
taken part in misleading the com-
munity. 

In Every Deflationary 
Move  

In July and August, 190, Sir 
Otto Niemeyer paid us a visit on 
behalf of the Bank of England (a 
private company), and directed ac-
tion along severely deflationary 
lines. That is to say, producers 
were to get less for their production, 
and the general community was to 
have less money to spend. At the 

Premiers' Conference, which as-
sembled at the beginning of 1931, a 
committee of Treasury officials sub-
mitted a report "preserving much 
of the deflationary tone of Sir Otto 
Niemeyer's statement, and strongly 
urging the curtailment of govern-
ment expenditure." Mr. Pitt was 
one of the Treasury officers. 

At a subsequent conference of 
Premiers in May and June of the 
same year, another report of "a 
Committee of economists and Trea-
sury officers" was submitted, and 
this report actually formed the basis 
of the Premiers' Plan. Professor 
Copland was the Chairman of that 
Committee, and, with Mr. G. D. 
Healy. Chairman of the Associated 
Bank's, was assisted by Mr. Pitt. 

In April the following year "a 
Committee of experts appointed by 
the Commonwealth Government to 
make a preliminary survey of the 
Economic Problem," issued its re-
port. Professor R. C. Mills (an-
other member of the Banking Com-
mission) was one of these experts, 
and the Chairman was Sir Wallace 
Bruce, of the bank-owning metal 
monopoly. Their recommendations 
included further cuts in wages and 
"the construction of public works 
when the reductions in costs of con-
struction made it possible for such 
works to earn interest." At the 
back of the report Mr. Pitt ex-
pressed the opinion "that the spirit 
of the Premiers' Plan should be 
adhered to. 

You see, he was in every defla-
tionary move, and deflation means 
crucifixion for the masses. 

Reporting the Birthday "Hon-
ours" in 1934, the Melbourne Argus 
gave the following particulars 
regarding Mr. Pitt: “He played a 
leading part at the Conferences 
which led to the institution of the 
Premiers’ Plan. He is a 
representative of the States on the 
National Debt Commission, and in 
1927 went to London on a financial 

  
 
 
mission for the Victorian 
Government. In the last four years 
of financial stress his duties have 
been most arduous, and members of 
each of the Ministries which have 
been in power in that period have 
acknowledged the soundness of his 
advice." 

In a condition of "financial" 
stress, deliberately engineered, the 
only "advice" Mr. Pitt could give 
was to attack everything except the 
cause. He had been directly asso-
ciated with the private bankers and 
other representatives of the financial 
monopoly, and undoubtedly had 
been partly responsible for the im-
position and intensification of suf-
fering and hardship on the commun-
ity during the years since 1930. It 
is not too much to say that he has 
been a reliable agent of the Debt 
system, and it is quite clear from 
his latest remarks that he would 
have permanently chained us to that 
murderous system. Yet he protests 
that criticism has been cruel! What 
about the cruel things his so-called 
Premiers' Plan did to the people? 
And what about the cruel motives 
of those agents of the International 
Money Monopoly (Guggenheim 
Gregory and Niemeyer) who came 
here to impose the hardships upon 
us? 

The Dissenter  
Is it any wonder that Mr. Pitt 

dissented from the criticisms in the 
Commission's Report against the 
failure of the Commonwealth Bank 
in the early stages of the depres-
sion? The fact of the matter is that 
the Commonwealth Bank was merely 
the catspaw of the Bank of England, 
and Mr. Pitt a catspaw of local 
banking interests. He had the 
chairman of the Associated Banks 
as a collaborator and recommended 
steps calculated to safeguard the 
banks quite regardless of the needs 
of the people. 

Listen to the admissions of the 
Commission taken from page 212 of 
its Report: "…it would have been 
better had the expansion in central 
bank credit come earlier. It should 
have been undertaken as a matter of 
policy when there was a serious 
contraction in London funds at the 
end of 1929, and should have been 
continued on a larger scale in 
1930 . . ." 

Instead of this, however, Mr. Pitt, 
working with bank representatives, 
was preparing schemes calculated to 
place us further in pawn to money-
lenders who in reality were fraudu-
lently lending what already belonged 
to the nation. The Commission 
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also said that "Even after the Pre-
miers' Plan of June, 1931, the Bank 
appears to have been rather reluc-
tant in undertaking the required ex-
pansion." But Mr. Pitt continued 
to be one of its faithful agents, and 
three years later was still preaching 
further cuts and less nutrition! 

In his "dissent and reservations" 
at the end of the Commission's Re-
port, he has written this: "It is easy 
to over-rate the importance of bank-
ing functions . . . The world's mone-
tary system is disorganised. This 
is largely due to the policy pursued 
by leading nations of throttling 
trade and bottling gold . . . I dis-
sociate myself from the criticisms of 
the conduct of the Commonwealth 
Bank during the period of acute de-
pression." 

In other parts of the Report it is 
clearly shown that the "throttling of 
trade" and the "bottling of gold" are 
both the work of bank action, but, 
despite this, he deliberately leaves 
the impression that it is the work 
of the "nations," i.e., the people 
through their elected representa-
tives! He also knows, and admits 
that he knows, that imports are pur-
posely interfered with by the bank-
ing system to suit its own purposes, 
and that the hand that caused the 
depression is the same hand that 
throttled trade. 

As for the "bottling of gold," that 
is a sad story. With the expendi-
ture of much energy we dig it from 
the ground and solemnly transport 
it for storage in another hole called 
a bank vault. So far as the Aus-
tralian people are concerned they 
have rarely seen the stuff, and their 
money seems to be just as effective 
now as it was when our Treasury 
held some substantial quantities of 
the metal referred to. So far as I 
have been able to find out, the peo-
ple eat food—not gold; they wear 
clothes—not pieces of metal; they 
build houses and hospitals with 
bricks and mortar—not with money 
symbols. Yet Mr. Pitt has always 
placed, and would continue to place, 
mere symbols not only above the 
people themselves, but also above 
the wealth they produce, and 
professes to be cruelly hurt when he 
is denounced for such stupidity. 

All men of this type must be 
brushed aside by a united people 
determined to obtain from Parlia-
ment the results they desire, and 
resolutely demanding that whatever 
is physically possible shall be made 
financially possible if the sovereign 
people so desire. 

Yours faithfully, 
BRUCE H BROWN 

SEPTEMBER 17, 1937. 

 

I. Australia is over governed and   needs   only 
one   Parliament. 
The Parliament of the People and No Party 
Politics.  

2. Parliament Exists to Make the W ill of the 
People Prevail. 
The Initiative Referendum and recall must be 
embodied in the Constitution of Australia. 

3. Money   Must  be   made   Man's  Servant,   Not 
Man's Master, and Must Be Issued  Interest 
Free   and   Without   Debt   by   the   National 
Credit Authority to the Government for all 
National Works. 

4. Abolition of All Taxation.     National Credit 
Authority to Equate Effective Demand with 
Production,   and   Abolish   Poverty. 
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EXIT OF MR. H.  A.  PITT 

"Some Cruel Things "  

A Letter to the Editor from   BRUCE H BROWN 

WOOLGROWERS, 
PLEASE NOTE!  

According to the August 
issue of the London 
Chamber of Commerce 
Journal, from the beginning 
of this year to June 19, 
Japan's unfavourable balance 
on her overseas trade 
amounted to 624,919,000 mil-
lion yen (about £46 millions 
Australian). 

This is due to the deliberate 
and progressive c l o s i n g  
against her of all but her non-
British Asiatic markets, and 
explains why she is having 
difficulty in financing pur -
chases of Australian wool. 
The Australian market, like 
these others, has never given 
Japan full reciprocity.  
 

 
SURRENDER   VALUE - OR 

PLUNDER? 

A Policy With the M.L.C.  

Further to our article a fortnight ago, "Insurance Companies as 
Workers' Enemies," a correspondent asks us to ventilate her 
experience with the Mutual Life and Citizens' Assurance Company, 
Limited. We give the case as set out by our correspondent: — 

She took out a policy with the above company for £150 at 
death or £250 at 70 years of age. On this, she states, she paid 
four premiums of £18—£72 in all—and then, finding herself 
unable to continue with her payments, inquired of the company as 
to the cash surrender value of her policy. 

She received the following reply, dated 8th inst.: —  
"Dear Madam, —- 
"In reply to your letter of the 3rd inst., we have to advise 

that the present cash surrender value of the above policy, sum 
assured and bonuses, would be £38/4/5. This quotation will hold 
good until the 15th prox. 

"Alternatively, a loan up to £34 would be available against 
the above policy which would be held as security until such time 
as the loan is fully repaid. Interest on advances of this nature 
is at the rate of 6 per cent, per annum, payable half- yearly. The 
loan may be repaid in a lump sum or by instalments at any 
time. 

"This policy makes a valuable provision for payment of £250 
and accrued bonuses (at present £14/7/6) at age 70, and we 
would recommend that the contract be continued as originally 
intended." 

Having no hope of repaying the loan, and needing the money, 
our correspondent took the £38/4/5. 

* * * * 
We   don’t feel   that   it is   necessary   to   comment   either on the 

surrender value of a policy with the M.L.C. or on the rate of interest it 
charges its clients for the loan of part of the money they have already 
paid in. But we would remind readers that this company manages, by 
dint of a struggle, to pay its shareholders dividends of 80 per cent per 
annum and upwards. 
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Here is the excellent editorial, 
which was given pride of place in 
the Australian Churchman (organ 
of the Church of England Men's 
Society in Australia) of 1st inst.: 

"The following resolution was 
recently carried by the Rockhamp-
ton Synod: — 

" 'We, the members of the Synod 
of the Diocese of Rockhampton, de-
sire to place on record in the sight 
of all men our grave concern at 
the continuance for so long of a 
state of poverty in the midst of 
abundance, as well as our deep dis-
approval of the increasing inroads 
which are still being made upon in-
dividual liberty, with the result that 
multitudes of God's children are 

being kept in a state of indigence 
and servitude. 

" 'We, therefore, urge that our 
temporal administrators take such 
means as will enable our people to 
enjoy the abundance of God's 
material blessings in freedom, with-
out imposing any additional hard-
ship on any section of the Com-
munity. 'We further call upon all 
Christian people to bring this re-
solution to the notice of their re-
presentatives in the Parliament of 
the Commonwealth by personal let-
ter in unequivocal terms, insisting 
that action be taken without de-
lay.' 

"The   Rockhampton   Diocese   is 

to be sincerely congratulated upon 
its initiative in thus leading the 
whole Church of Australia to think 
out a very important subject. It 
has laid its finger upon two things 
which are causing much searching 
of heart to many people in our 
day (a) the unnecessary existence 
of poverty in the midst of plenty, 
and (b) the Fascist tendencies that 
are gradually creeping into our 
body politic. 

"With regard to (a): There was 
a time when the world was quite 
unable to produce sufficient food 
for all its inhabitants, and a large 
part of the community were of 
necessity living below the bread 
line. Poverty and under-
nourishment were rife 
everywhere. In those days the 
privileged classes were those who 
were able to keep their larders 
full. They owned large lands to 
bear them harvests, and were able 
to keep in thrall-dom working for 
them a large retinue of serfs 
dependent upon them for the bare 
necessities of life. From these 
retainers they could mobilise 
armies to do their fighting for them, 
and thus by conquest acquire 
perhaps still further power and 
possessions, and unless a man 
wanted to starve he was forced to 
take service under them. 

"In those days there was such 
a thing as Holy Poverty, which, 
in one sense, meant that the man 
who practised it willingly deprived 
himself of the necessities of fife so 
that there might be all the more 
for someone else less fortunately 
placed. There was a virtue in thus 
becoming poor, and the parable of 
the Gospel could be literally ful-
filled, the sheep and the goats. 

"But those times have been left 
a long way behind today, through 
education of the masses and the 
advance of science in every sphere 
of life. Today we can grow twenty 
or more grains of wheat where 
only one could be grown before. 
Machinery has made it possible to 
prepare foods and clothing more 
than sufficient for the needs of all 
in a fraction of the time, and at 
the cost of a fraction of human 
toil. But human toil in the old 
days meant money or purchasing 
power; in other words, it was the 
means of distribution, and herein 
lies the anomaly that we are wit-
nessing today, poverty in the 
midst of plenty. Work is still re-
garded as providing purchasing 
power, and only a fraction of the 
work is available to be done. We 
have changed our means of produc-
tion, but not our means of distribu-
tion. Money is still power, and the 
haves have a strangle-hold on the 
have-nots by artificial means now 
which they held by sheer force in 
days gone by. 

"The   shareholders    in    a   large 

company, whose employees are on 
a stay-in strike, asking for a slight 
increase on their wage of £3/18/1 
per week, are being regaled at 
their annual meeting with the news 
that they are to receive 7.7 per 
cent, dividend on their investment 
for the year. Coffee beans by the 
thousands of tons are fed to 
boilers, as reported in our papers 
only this week, in order to keep 
the price up. The cost of living 
rises with every increase in the 
basic wage, and so one could go 
on with anomaly after anomaly. 
And all the time it is known that 
there is more than enough being 
produced today to enable every-
body to live comfortably and with-
out nagging worry and fear for 
the future. 

"The sheer wickedness of it all 
almost appalls you. One looks at 
the miserable hovels in which 
people are forced to live with their 
families in our capital cities, be-
cause of this thing we call poverty. 
A poultry farmer would not allow 
such shelters for his fowls if he 
managed his farm on the latest 
scientific lines. Christian men, 
there is only one body in the com-
munity today that can bring about a 
change in all this, the only body 
that has no vested interest, or per-
sonal axe to grind, and that body 
is the Christian Church. Rock-
hampton has led the way. Who 
will follow the lead? 

"With regard to (b), the ten-
dency to encroach more and more 
on the personal liberty of the sub-
ject, much could be said. Australia 
has her Mussolinis and her Hitlers, 
and some of them occupy the seats 
of the mighty as demonstrated but a 
short time ago in Canberra, and 
they need to be watched. What are 
the men of the Church going to do 
about it?" 

 

CATHOLICS AND 
COMMUNISM 

Outspoken Comment by 
Franciscan Journal  

The September issue of the 
widely circulated Crusader, pub-
lished by the Franciscan Fathers in 
Sydney, devotes a lengthy editorial 
to the question of practical steps 
towards social reform. In the 
course of this, when dealing with 
the attitude of "the average Catho-
lic," the Crusader says: — 

"In Australia, unfortunately, all 
that the average Catholic appears 
to be doing to combat Communism 
is to abuse its adherents, and some-
times to read articles couched in 
a similar strain, or perhaps to listen 
to a lecture now and again which ex-
patiates upon the failure of the 
Russian experiment or the excesses 
of the Government forces in Spain. 
The editor of Blackfriars, the 
Dominican magazine published at 
Oxford, says: 'The Catholic argu-
ment against Communism consists 
in evoking pictures of mongoloid 
Muscovites, with blood-imbued 
hands. We are not  f ight ing a 
bogey, but an idea, and an idea 
that is  so s trong because par t  of  
it is so true.' And another writer 
in the same magazine: 'Before we 
speak too harshly of the Commun-
ists, it is well to remember that it 
is the apathy and infidelity of Chris-
tians to their social mission which 
has made Communism possible and 
plausible . . ..’ 

"There is an old saying to the 
effect that it is not much good 
preaching to a hungry man until 
you have fed him. Similarly, it is 
not much good asking a Commun-
ist to abandon his creed until you 
have removed the abuses which 
have made him embrace it, and 
you can give him something better 
to put in its place. The masses of 
the workers today want some-
thing more material and tangible 
than a statement of principles, 
however beautiful and true, 
Before Christ preached to those 
who had followed Him 
throughout the day, He fed them: 
“I have compassion on the 
multitude.’” 

At the City Court at Melbourne 
today a lady was convicted on a 
charge of shoplifting. The 
Melbourne Herald reported the 
case in the following manner: "A 
woman was convicted on a 
charge of shoplifting, on a charge 
of larceny from a city 
emporium. She was sentenced 
to a term of imprisonment of 14 
days. The emporium at which the 
alleged larceny took place was the 
well-known place of business of 
our best advertisers, to wit, the 
Myer Emporium Ltd. In fairness 
to the relatives of the lady 
concerned, we will not publish 
her name." 

In the Melbourne Herald to-
day appeared the following 
rather unorthodox statement: 
"We have for a long time been 
advising the public to buy only 
advertised brands, and of course 
we meant more particularly such 
commodities as are advertised 
in our own columns. We have 
closely scrutinised our columns 
over the last few weeks, and are 
horrified to see that the follow-
ing incidents have been pictorially 
described: — 

"(a) That a lady was success-
ful in securing a husband by the 

use of a certain brand of tooth-
paste ; 

"(b) That a gentleman suc-
ceeded in winning a wife by 
using a particular brand of 
soap; 

"(c) That a nurse had settled 
her own nerves and the nerves 
of everyone else by the use of a 
particular sedative. 

"A reference to our files shows 
that we are not in a position to 
verify any of these alleged state-
ments. We therefore desire to 
inform our readers that we 
didn't mean what we said, or 
if we did we hope they won't 
think so." 
          *            *  *  
 

The leader of the Anglican 
Church today stated to the 
press:— 

"I am afraid that in the 
past I have allowed my 
attention to be distracted to a 
lot of immaterial and really 
negligible matters. I am 
afraid that I have been led 

 
 

 
astray by the bleatings of a mob 
of benighted sectaries. In future 
my efforts will not be directed 
to the suppression of skill-ball 
or other trivial amusements of 
the poor. I intend to attack the 
real evils in our midst, such as 
the indiscriminate gambling on 
the Stock Exchange, the 
unchecked sale of liquor at 
privileged clubs and, what I 
regard as most serious of all, 
the frightful prevalence of race 
suicide—a filthy, insidious 
practice which has grown  

apace and which must result 
eventually in the extinction of 
our race. I shall probably in 
the near future have something 
to say about the economic 
causes that have led to this 
practice, and I will certainly 
denounce the responsible 
parties, even though they include 
the parishioners of my most 
fashionable churches." 

* * *  

In the Central Court today 
Judge Hogwash gave judgment 
in the case of Garnholm v. 
Stinchar. The learned Judge 
stated that the points raised by the 
defendant were so difficult that he 
would be quite incompetent to 
give a decision that would not 
be upset by a Court of Appeal. 
Although he considered that the 
plaintiff was a liar whose men-
dacity was exceeded only by 
that of his witnesses, he (the 
learned Judge) must find for the 
plaintiff upon the facts, other-
wise he might find himself in 
difficulty. 

* * *  

At the annual meeting of the 
Woop Woop branch of the 
B.M.A. Dr. Hoggleswart stated 
that it was deplorable that the 
members of the medical profes-
sion were displaying such abso-
lute ignorance of the source of 
the epidemic of infantile paraly-
sis and of the methods that 
should be adopted to combat 
this pestilence. He was unwill-
ing to say that they were a 
pack of half-wits, but plenty of 
people would say that for 
him— 

A Voice: "If we are, what 
about the legal profession?" 

Dr. Hoggleswart: "Don't be 
dirty." 

The   proceedings   then   closed. 

LAUNCESTON, 
TASMANIA. 
Listen in to 

7LA EVERY SUNDAY 
EVENING AT 7.40. 

 

IT CANT HAPPEN HERE  

I certify that any of the under mentioned events is so unlikely 
as to warrant the use of the above title.—W. Blackstone, Minister 
for Mendacity. 

"WHAT   ARE   THE   MEN   OF   THE 
CHURCH GOING TO DO ABOUT IT?"  

"The Australian Churchman” Hits Out  

 

TO    RECALL 
RELIGION 

In the course of his charge 
to the Diocesan Synod in 
Melbourne on Monday night, 
Archbishop Head, 
pleading for a "recall to 
religion," also advocated 
rearmament, to an extent 
sufficient to enable Britain 
to "curb the military 
ambitions of Hitler, 
Mussolini and the 
Mikado"!  

Demanded that the 
Church throw in its lot with 
the armamenteers. 

Advocated increased 
taxes for this purpose. 

Counselled young men to 
join the army. 

Insisted that Australia 
should "stand up to her Im-
perial obligations." 
Denounced the gas strikers. 

Practically said that all 
good churchmen should vote 
U.A.P. 

And declared that 
Australian children must 
be taught that the policy of 
"the Em pire" in 
international affairs was 
always right. 

What a man! What a 
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NO PROSPERITY 
FOR 

PATERSON, LAING  

& BRUCE  

As a result of years of 
"sane" finance it is 
announced that Paterson, 
Laing and Bruce (S. M. 
Bruce's old firm) has had 
to write off as lost no less 
than £356,250 of its capital, 
representing nearly half of 
its shareholders' funds. The 
company has been unable 
to pay even a preference 
dividend since 1930. 
 

LABOUR is the work men 
do because nature makes 
them. In the sweat of his 
brow has man laboured, and 
been rightly proud of his 
achievement. For in the 
ways of a thousand years 
he has shifted most of the 
burden on to the backs of 
machines. 

TOIL is the work men do 
because other men compel 
them. Stalin gives it the right 
name. It is slavery, oppres-
sion, blasphemy. 

LEISURE, the workmen 
do because they want to, is 
the crown of glory. Nearly 
all the greatest 
achievements of art, of 
adventure, of invention, of 
the mind, and of the spirit, 
are the work of what we 
call leisure. 

- “Social Credit.”

SHOW THIS TO MR. 
LYONS, PLEASE!  

A YOUTH WHO COL-
LAPSED LAST NIGHT 
IN ST. KILDA ROAD 
WAS FOUND, WHEN 
EXAM INED BY 
DOCTORS AT PRINCE 
HENRY'S HOSPITAL, 
TO BE SUFFERING 
FROM THE EFFECTS 
OF STARVATION.  

—"Argus," Sept. 10.
 

THE CHIEF FACTOR 
The "Herald" report 

of Sydney wool sales: 
"Most overseas 

countries are short of 
wool stocks, and this, 
WITH INCREASING 
W O R L D  
S P E N D I N G  POWER 
DUE TO RE-
ARMAMENT, is the chief 
factor working for wool 
prosperity."  
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VICTORIA  

Electors of Australia, the time 
is arriving when we can be 
articulate. What will we have 
to say? Will  we be "pret ty 
joeys" echoing the inane plati-
tudes dinned into our ears by 
one party or another? Or will 
we be intelligent citizens ex-
p r e s s i n g  commonsense? Com-
monsense, the dictionary tells us, 
is the opinion of a community, 
and it cannot be denied that the 
opinion of the community is that 
the vast wealth, and the still 
greater potential wealth, of the 
country should be released and 
allowed to serve the needs of 
the community. As individuals, 
what is it that we want above 
all things? Ninety out of every 
hundred of us crave for release 
from fear of what the future 
may hold for one's self, and for 
those near one whom parents 
hold dearer than themselves; and 
there is a longing for self-ex-
pression—a little time to do 
those things one really wants to 
do. And this desirable state can 
be attained when we use our 
commonsense. That is, when we 
use our intelligence by using 
our right to instruct our Legis-
lative Institution, through our 
paid representatives, in what we, 
as a people, want; and by not 
allowing ourselves to be divided 
into sections parroting the dic-
tates of sectional interests. 

Balaclava Electorate. —A meet-
ing to discuss special activities 
in Balaclava will be held in the 
U.E.A. Rooms, 5th Floor, Mc-
Ewan House, on Tuesday even-
ing, September 21. The follow-
ing meetings, so far, have been 
fixed and anyone willing to help 
in the work of advertising can 
get in touch with the local 
organiser. 
Thursday, Sept. 16. - - Crofts 

Hall, 298 Glenhuntly Road 
(near Kooyong Rd.), Elstern-
wick. Local Organiser: T. 
Taylor, 5 Bundeera Road, 
Caulfield. 

Monday, Sept. 20. —St. Leon-
ards Hall, Wollesley Grove 
(near New St.), Brighton 
Beach. Local Organiser: G. 
Lagoni, 2 Bagley Street, 
Brighton. 

Thursday, Sept. 23. —A.N.A. 
Hall, Blanch Street (off High 
St., near Carlisle St., St. 
Kilda). Local Organiser: 5 
Testar Grove, Caulfield.  

Monday, Sept. 27. —A.N.A. Hall, 
Regent Street (near Rippon-
lea Railway Station). Local 
Organiser: A. Campbell, 21 
Seymour Road, Elsternwick.  

Wednesday, Sept. 29. —Social 
Club Hall, Spink Street (near 
Gardenvale Railway Station). 
Local Organiser: G. Chap-
man, 20 Younger Street, 
Caulfield. 

Wednesday, Oct. 6. —Men's Club, 
Pt. Nepean Road (near Bay 
St.). Local Organiser: W. 
Iggulden, 1 Gillard Street, 
Brighton East. 

Coburg formed a Campaign 
Committee at the meeting held 
in the Town Hall on Wednes-
day, September 8. The com-
mittee is to meet this week 
and settle down to a working 
basis. 

Brunswick  has an enthusiast 
in Mr. E. E. Smith, .2 Barrow 
Street, Brunswick, who intends 
to have a small meeting in 
Brunswick. Anyone interested 
should get in touch with him. 

Thorpdale reports activity in 
leaflet distribution as a barrage 
to signature canvassing. "In-
tend to clean up the whole dis-
trict in one sweep, in a couple of 
weeks' time," is a sentence that 
says things are stirring. "I have 
12 acres and my neighbour 15 
acres of potatoes. Good crops, 
but won't pay to dig them." 
Abundance going to waste and 
many homes sadly in need of 
potatoes. Is there justification 
in the Demand that Poverty be 
abolished? 
Brighter Times Club. – Don’t 
forget Tuesday, September 28. 

Monster dance; novelties, Monte 
Carlo, supper. Subscription, 2/2 
(includes tax), at St. Patrick's 
Hall, 470 Bourke Street, City. 

Narre Warren. —An enthusias-
tic meeting was held here on 
Wednesday, the 8th inst. The 
organiser, Mr. Lukeis, of the 
Christian Social Order Group, 
got 50 enthusiasts together, de-
spite counter attractions. Coun-
cillor Robinson showed a com-
mendable public spirit by taking 
the chair. He expressed deep 
concern about the absence of 
Dr. John Dale through il lness; 
a motion was passed wishing the 
Doctor a speedy recovery. Dr. 
Hornabrook, referred to at the 
meeting as the fiery doctor, dealt 
with the aspect of poverty from 
the medical angle, also the futil-
i ty of the Party System. He 
will be a wonderful Crusader 
when he develops the Electoral 
angle of the Campaign.  The 

Campaign Director, O. B. Heat-
ley, handled this angle in very 
simple terms, and, judging from 
the signatures obtained, the pre-
sentation was effective. It was 
learned at this meeting that Mr. 
J. W. Turner, of Berwick; Mr. 
Horrigan, of Upper Beaconsfield, 
and Messrs. Trimell and E. Ham-
mond, of Officer, are anxious to 
start something in these districts. 
They will be pleased to hear 
from anyone will ing to join 
them. 

Mr. Butler's Tour —Mr. E. D. 
Butler reports from the country 
that the response to the Cam-
paign is encouraging. Wan-
garatta is firmly entrenched and 
already has over 200 signatures. 
Mr. Butler has organised a public 
meeting for Wangaratta next 
week, and reports that things 
will move before the elections. 
Meetings are also being arranged 
for Benalla, Shepparton and 
Glenrowan. All North-Eastern 
towns can expect a visit from 
Mr. Butler, and are urged to co-
operate as much as possible now 
that the Campaign can be de-
finitely launched before the elec-
tions. New ground is also being 
opened up, and the Electoral 
Campaign will become a big 
force in the Northeast before 
long. Mr. Butler expects to 
broadcast from Shepparton, thus 
awakening further interest. 

Business Men are behind this 
campaign to abolish poverty. — 
Businessmen are now realising 
that their only real problem is 
a poverty-stricken public. They 
are also realising that in this 
country there is no need for 
poverty, and that, if the people's 
will is crystallised and a nation-
wide demand made, no power in 
the form of monopolistic 
interests can withstand it. 
To achieve this end, 
shopkeepers are using their 
influence to publicise the 
Campaign to Abolish Poverty 
by displaying posters on their 
counters and by keeping a 

 supply of l iterature and 
Electors' Demand forms, which 
they are getting their customers 
to sign. 

So that supporters of the Cam-
paign may know the shopkeepers 
who are financially helping a 
special form bearing the signa-
ture of the campaign secretary 
will be made available. The dis-
playing of this in the window 
will indicate that the shopkeeper 
is a subscriber to the Campaign 
also. All people connected with 
the movement are advised to 
look for these forms and to pat-
ronise to their utmost those dis-
playing them. 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA  

Greetings from the Marquis 
of Tavistock —A short letter 
from the Marquis of Tavistock 
conveyed g reet ings to the 
United Democrats of South Aus-
tralia. He expressed regret at 
not seeing his way clear to be-
come a patron of the movement, 
but certainly wished us well and 
forwarded us a small parcel of 
his own writings. To show that 
he is convinced of the idea of 
pressure politics and the de-
mand for results it will serve 
very well to quote from some 
of the literature: 

"There is only one road to 
safety. Either these blind guides 
must be replaced by leaders of 
vision and courage who are not 
blind; or the people of Britain 
must cease to look for leader-
ship from those who cannot lead 
and, doing their own thinking and 
taking the initiative for themselves, 
must plainly order and direct 
those who are supposed to 
represent them both as to what 
they shall do and also as to 
what they shall not do. Time 
is  shor t  and  a t  any moment 
apathy and delay may bring 
disaster." 

Our Campaign Director. —We 
are pleased to see that Mr. M. E. 
Dodd is doing some good work 
in Sydney. So glowing are the 
reports that we are afraid that 
if we are not careful the move-
ment in N.S.W, will be trying 
to keep Mr. Dodd over there. If 
that proved to be the case we 
would try a little pressure poli-
tics in order to win him back 
again. However, we are sure 
that his experience in the other 
States will be of value to this 
section of the movement on his 
return. 

A Visitor from New South 
Wales —During the week we 
were pleased to receive a visit 

from Mr. Norton, of Tamworth, 
N.S.W. It is very fine indeed 
to make contact with those from 
the other States who are inter-
ested in similar things to our-
selves. We were very pleased 
to receive Mr. Norton’s 
greetings from his district and 
we most sincerely reciprocate 
them. With groups working all 
over Australia, such as the one  

represented by Mr. Norton, they 
must surely bring about a re-
markable change in a short time. 

Greetings     from     Perth—We 
have received a very interesting 
and encouraging letter from Mr. 
T. James, Campaign Director in 
Perth.  As Western Austra l ia 
was the first State to launch the 
Electoral Campaign, naturally 
their longer experience will give 
them a greater knowledge, part 
of which, no doubt, they will be 
glad to pass on to other States. 
Mr. James enclosed a circular 
dealing with their activities dur-
ing the coming Federal Election 
period. Perhaps it is because 
the outline of their actions dur-
ing this period is so similar to 
the less detailed plan, which we 
drew up that we find their cir-
cular so interesting. We would 
l ike to commend them on i t 

 

and trust that  t h i s  a ttempt 
to capitalise the psychological 
moment during the election 
period will bear fruit. In par-
ticular, we would like to com-
ment on the suggestion that a 
trained team of speakers should 
attend every election meeting, in 
order to ask a series of ques-
tions of the candidate. These 
questions would be framed in a 
logical sequence and working up 
to a final decisive point. Thus, 
these meetings will prove educa-
tional to the team themselves, 
to the candidates and, lastly, to 
the electors assembled. We note 
that at these meetings nothing 
should be done or said to an-
tagonise the candidates, but all 
is to be along the lines of educa-
tion and publicity. We thank 
Mr. James for his letter and 
greetings, which are heartily re-
ciprocated. 

Lunch Hour Address —Rev. 
A. E. Weston delivered a very 
fine address to the members at 
the Friday luncheon. Mr. Wes-
ton said that he was not there 
to defend anything, not even the 
Church, but was going to at-
tack. This he did, and very ef-
fectively. He pointed out how a 
false philosophy had resulted in 
the world attaching too much 
importance to property and prac-
tically no importance to human 
beings. A number of questions 
were asked Mr. Weston and out 
these came a promise from him 
to assist as far as possible in 
winning the support of quite a 
number of his brother 
Ministers. 

Women’s Discussion 
Afternoon to be held in the 
rooms, Wednesday, September 
22, at 3 o’clock. Speaker, Miss 
Rose Tinge. Subject: “Woman 
and Social Conditions." 
Afternoon tea. Collection. 

  
 

 

 
 

Gathering of the Class on 
Saturday, September 25, at 8 
p.m, at Hanson Street Hall. Ar-
ranged by Mrs. Baker. Supper, 
1/-. Admission free. 

A Course of Instruction in 
credit, Social Credit, money and 
exchange will commence on 
Monday, September 20, at 8 
p.m., in the United Democrats' 
Rooms. 17 Waymouth Street, 
Adelaide. Fee, 5/-. At the 
close of the course an 
examination will be held and 
certificates granted to the 
successful candidates. 
Instructor, Mr. D. J. Amos, 
F.A.I.S. 

ELECTORAL CAMPAIGN NOTES  

ABOUT   TIME   HE 
RETIRED 

Sir Walter Massy-Greene 
(U.A.P., N.S.W.) was criti-
cised in the Senate tonight 
for his failure to attend sit-
tings of the Senate. 

Senator G. Brown (Lab., 
Q.) said that some explana-
tion was due to the Senate, 
and that an inquiry should be 
made. "I have been informed 
by the leader of the Govern-
ment (Sir George Pearce)  
that out of 112 sittings of the 
Senate since October, 1934, 
Sir Walter Massy-Greene has 
attended only 15 times, and 
on only eight occasions has 
had leave of absence," he said. 

—"Argus," Sept. 10.
             * * *  

It is now announced that 
Sir W. Massy-Greene will not 
seek re-election. We presume 
his Collins House director-
ships have become a full time 
job. 
 

THE QUESTION 

SCIENTISTS DON'T  

ANSWER  

"Now that international 
war was again knocking at 
the door  it  was rather 
late to begin study of 
crucial problems of human 
change," said the Professor 
of Mathematics at the 
Imperial College of Science 
(Professor H. Levy). 

Scientists could readily tell 
the distance of the sun 
from the earth, but such an 
elementary question—
fundamental to social life—
as to why there were so 
many poor was unanswered. 

Scientists ignored this most 
important of social questions 
because science had isolated 
itself from the general wel-
fare. 

"Herald," Sept. 11, report-
ing London Congress of 
British Association for the 
Advancement of Science. 
 

THE HISTORIC 
QUESTION 

The following is the actual 
text, as taken from Hansard, 
page 652, of the statement of 
the Prime Minister concerning 
oil in New Guinea from which 
arose last week's un-
precedented scenes in the 
House: — 

OIL IN DUTCH NEW 
GUINEA 

Mr. Lyons. —On the 27th 
August, the honorable member 
for East Sydney (Mr. Ward) 
asked the following question, 
without notice: — 

"Will the Minister for the 
Interior communicate with 
the Administrator of New 
Guinea to ascertain whether 
there is any truth in the re-
port that is circulating, that 
oil in commercial quantities 
has been found in Dutch New 
Guinea in close proximity to 
British territory?" 
I desire to inform the 
honorable member that the 
Commonwealth Government 
has no information regarding 
the discovery of oil in Dutch 
New Guinea, and, in reply to 
inquiries made of them, the 
Lieutenant-Governor of Papua 
and the Administrator of New 
Guinea, have advised that they 
have no information regarding 
any such discovery. 
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KEW.  
ANDERSON'S, 141 High St. 
Authorised Newsagent. Haw. 1145. 
BUTCHER, S. Daw.   High Street, 
Opp. Union St. Satisfaction, S'vice. 
C. KENNEDY, Grocer.   Haw. 229. 
Opp. Cemetery Clock, Parkhill Rd. 
DRY CLEANING, Depot & Library 
A. I. Fraser, 182 High St. H. 3733. 
E. WHITE.   109 High St. 
Confectionery and Smokes. 
FLORIST,  "Mayfair,” Haw.  1452 
Cotham Rd., near Glenferrie Rd. 
GIBSON'S, High St., opp. Rialto. 
Hosiery, Underwear and Aprons. 
GIFTS, & All Jewellery Repairs. Old 
Gold Bought, Greaves, opp.  Rialto. 
LADIES' Hairdresser. Haw. 5605. 
"Burnie Salon," 81 Cotham Rd. M. 
J. MARTIN, 157 High St. Haw. 
3794.   Shoe Store, Shoe Repairs. 

KEW EAST.  
WATCH, CLOCK & JEWELLERY 
REPAIRS. I. Pink, 16 Oswin St. 
WICKER & Pram Repairs. L. Pavi tt, 
2 Hale St. Pick up and deliver. 

MORELAND.  
BOOT REPAIRS. J. T. Nolan, 
Holmes St., 4 drs. Moreland Rd. 

NORTHCOTE.  
GRAY & JOHNSON Pty. Ltd. 
Leading Land and Estate Agents. 
742 High Street, Thornbury. 

SANDRINGHAM .  
A. R. RYAN. SHOE REPAIRS. 
Opp. Stn. Tennis Racquet Repairs 
BIGGS & LOMAS. Tailors. First -
class Workmaship. Suit Club. 
CONFECTIONERY and SMOKES. 
Gibson's, Bay Rd., opp. Theatre. 
GROCERS, McKAY & WHITE.  
Bay Rd., opp. Theatre.   XW 1924. 
HAIRDRESSER and Tobacconist. A. 
E. Giddings, 13 Station St. 
HOME MADE CAKES.  
F. TAYLOR, 21 Bay Rd. XW2048. 
LIBRARY, 5000 BOOKS. COUTIE'S 
NEWSAGENCY. 

PARKDALE .  
RADIO REPAIRS AND SALES. C. 
Barnett, 19 Herbert St.   XW2031. 

SPRINGVALE.  
DAIRY, M. Bowler. Buckingham 
Ave. 

R. MACKAY & SONS.  
General  Storekeepers.   UM 9269. 

WILLIAMSTOWN.  
DON B. FISKEN, Baker. 122 
Douglas Parade. 

DUNSTAN,   DAIRYMAN.  
28 Station Rd. 'Phone, W'town 124. 
HAIRDRESSER and Tobacconist. C. 
Tomkins, 165 Nelson PI., 76 Ferguson 
St. 

WINDSOR.  
E. COOKE, 49 Chapel St. W. 8044. 
High Class Butcher (Cash). 
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WHAT I THINK OF THE CHURCHES TODAY  

Perhaps I may slightly mitigate the note of 
arrogance in the title if I explain at once that 
there are many sides of the Churches' life and 
work about which I don't intend to speak at all. I 
shall not speak of theology nor of religion as a 
personal experience. My only qualification, indeed, 
to express an opinion about the Churches at all is 
that I happen to be a student of politics, and, as you 
will realise, it is impossible to study politics today 
without, at every turn, coming up against the relation 
between Churches and social questions. For the 
Church is not only a spiritual fellowship and the 
guardian of a theological doctrine. It is also a social 
institution. Everyone knows of the conflict between 
religion and politics in Russia and Germany, but 
perhaps we do not all realise the social and political 
importance of Churches in our own country. 

One of the things that has struck me very 
forcibly in recent years is that if there is a really 
difficult and thankless job to be done, something that 
brings no money, something that does not mean 
getting your name and your photo in the papers, or 
helping you in your professional advancement, 
something that is worth doing from the mere fact 
that the person doing it believes it will benefit 
other people; if there is this sort of job to be done 
you need to get either a churchman or a Communist 
to do it. Only there is this difference between 
Communists and churchmen; that no one will be 
accepted as a member of the Communist Party 
unless he is ready to put all his time and energy 
and money (if any) completely and unreservedly 
at the service of his cause; whereas anyone can 
belong to a Church. My personal impression is that 
somewhere about ten per cent, of church-goers are 
Christians, and by that I mean that about 10 per cent, 
of churchgoers live lives that mark them off from 
the rest of the community; lives that are not limited 
by personal ambition, but surrendered to service 
much greater than themselves; lives that show an 
honesty, a generosity, a courageousness for which 
personally I feel the deepest respect. The re-
maining ninety per cent, of church-goers are only 
distinguishable from the rest of the community by two 
characteristics, (1) that on Sundays they go to 
church, and (2) that when they commit offences 
against the accepted moral code they show a 
higher degree of self-consciousness and take fuller 
precautions to conceal their backsliding than their non-
churchgoing fellow citizens. 

Three Sincere Groups  
I have bracketed the Christian and Communist 

together and I know that in doing so I risk of-
fending both. But I should say that in Italy and 
Germany there are a number of young Fascists 
who show the same idealism, the same selfless de-
votion to a cause that you find in Christians and 
Communists in Australia. What I am trying to 
make clear is that in the present-day world a great 
mass of people seem to be indifferent and apathetic to 
anything that does not concern their personal success 
or amusement, but that here are three groups of 
people who are ready to forget themselves in 
working for causes that they believe to be bigger 
than any personal success. They are Fascists 
possessed with a fervour of patriotism, Communists 
yearning for Socialism, and Christians possessed with 
the determination to bring the Kingdom of Heaven 
on earth. 

And I feel, as a student of politics, that it is 
likely to be made a matter of supreme importance for 
the future of the world which of these three religions 
wins the victory. 

I know that I am here using the world religion in 
a very wide sense, but you will see that I mean by it 
a way of life that governs not only a man's thought, 
but his conduct; a scheme of values by which a man 
lives. 

And that is why it is not my purpose to make 
any gibes at the Churches, to pretend to judge 
the Churches' conduct in the past, but rather to 
point out that today there seems to me to be a 
special urgency and a special opportunity for the 
Churches to do something to save the world. 

The World in a Mess  

By special urgency I mean this. The world today 
is in rather a bad mess. It seems to be preparing for 
a second world war—much bigger and worse than 
the last. Indeed, at the present moment there are 
two pretty big armed conflicts going on. And, apart 
altogether from war, it is a world in which the 
economic arrangements give opulence and luxury and 
power to the few and insecurity and poverty and 
misery to the many. At the moment we in Australia 
are feeling rather cheerful economically; unless we 
have discovered some of the offsets of the recent 
rise in the basic wage. But already some 
economists are talking of the likelihood of another 
world depression in eighteen months’ time. 
Whether there is another depression or not it is  

By W. MACMAHON  BALL, M.A.  

Senior Lecturer in Political Philosophy 

and Modern Political Institutions, 
the University of Melbourne. 

A Broadcast delivered for the Aus-
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abundantly clear that Mr. J. M. Keynes was right 
when he said that "modern capitalism is absolutely 
irreligious, without internal union, without much 
public spirit, often, though not always, a mere 
congeries of possessor and pursuers." In a word, 
capitalist economics is built on the assumption that 
the main purpose of life is to make as much 
money as possible, and that the main test of 
success in life is the possession of money.  This 
system has resul ted in gross injustice and 
widespread and unnecessary misery. 

This is the sort of world we live in and there 
are three sorts of people who want to change it. 

For my part I prefer the Christian solution. 
But if Christians are to change the world we 
would naturally expect the Christian Churches 
to be the organisation working for the change. 
There could hardly be a greater contrast than that 
between a Christian society and the world that 
we live in. We would expect the Christian 
Churches to be at war with the world; to be 
waging an incessant fight against the injustice of 
our economic life and the primitive tribalism of 
our national ideals. If Christians don't win, then 
it's a straight fight between Fascism and Com-
munism for the religious loyalty of exasperated 
men. 

The Christians' Opportunity  

But there is not only a special urgency in the 
situation facing the Churches today; there is a 
special opportunity. In the first decade after the 
war there was a widespread spirit of disillusion-
ment, bitterness and ennui throughout the world. 
The 1920's were a decade of cocktails, jazz, Freud 
and fr ivol i ty.  But in these last  six or seven 
years there is plenty of evidence in every country 
that the young people, at least, demand some 
rule to live by, something that will give some 
purpose and value, some fixity of direction to 
their l ives. They have discovered that a life 
wi thout  some sort  of re l ig ion,  some k ind of 
ideal bigger than their own enjoyments, is a 
dull and tiring life. They have found out that a 
life free from conventional restraints sounds much 
more attractive when described from the pulpit 
than when lived in the cabaret.  They are in 
search of a loyalty. In Europe some find it in 
Fascism; some find it everywhere in Communism, 
others find it in the Oxford Groups. The success 
of all these movements is of great psychological 
importance. It shows that many people only find 
happiness when they are moved by a great ideal; 
when they are driven by a spiritual impetus. 
And it shows that there are mill ions of people 
all over the world today looking for some sort of 
spiritual lead. 

This is the special opportunity of the Churches. 

Churchmen May Protest  

Already I can hear loud protests against the 
line I am taking. Perhaps some Catholics are 
listening and they will say: "Don't you know 
that the Catholic Church has made a number of 
authoritative pronouncements on social questions? 
Haven't you read the Papal Encyclicals, the 
'Rerum Novarum' given by Leo XIII in 1891; 
the 'Quadragesimo Anno' of Pius XL, given in 
1931; and the 'Divini Redemptoris' given in 
March this year? Don't you know that the 
Catholic Church is at war with atheistic Com-
munism, and that the Pope has boldly denounced 
the nationalism of Mussolini and the racialism of 
Hitler?" 

Yes; I don't think anyone seriously interested 
in social questions can afford not to read the 
extremely important Encyclicals of the Pope. But 
I still cannot escape the conviction that if the 
Church had used the immense spiritual, intellec-
tual and political power it possesses to remove 
the economic injustices and miseries, which have 
produced the resentment that has given birth to 
Communism, then it would not need today to 
be marshalling all its forces against Communism 
itself. I can well understand the Pope's antagon-
ism to Communism as a political creed, for Com-
munism is avowedly and militarily atheistic; but 
surely Communism is a response of a social and 
economic disease. 

And equally strong protests may come from 
the Protestant Churches. “You want us to enter  

 

politics," I hear them say, "but surely you realise 
that that is not our business. Our work is to 
preach the Gospel. We try to bring a change of 
heart in the individual and we know that if in-
dividuals become truly Christian in conviction, 
their conduct will reveal the inner light and will 
produce a Christian civilisation." 

I must confess that I can never see the strength of 
this argument. It is clear that the Protestant 
Churches do in fact concern themselves not only 
with questions of faith, but with questions of 
conduct. They put enormous energy into crusades 
against alcohol and gambling, and it seems to me 
that if they put half of this energy into the attempt 
to remedy a social system that produces excessive 
drinking and gambling they might by now have 
done a good deal to make a better world. Indeed, 
(to my mind, the most depressing feature about the 
Christian Churches is the annual reports of their 
social problems department. In these reports you 
may read the figures of the vast sums gambled with 
the bookmakers or the totalisators, but not, I think, 
of the vast sums gambled every week on the stock 
exchange. You can read figures of the numbers of 
illegitimate children born, but no figures of the 
numbers of children who die in the first year of life, 
or who grow up puny and undernourished owing to 
the penalties extorted by our economic 
arrangements. I can't understand how the religion of 
the churchman can be separated from corporate 
conduct. If the Churches are going to abdicate 
the whole field of politics and economics, it is 
hard to see how they can have any impact on social 
life. But to suggest that the Churches should enter 
politics is not, of course, to urge that they should 
canvass for the U.A.P., the Country Party or the 
Labor Party. If churchmen can be satisfied with 
any existing parties there is no point, of course, in 
their entering politics. 

The Problem of War  
Perhaps I can best make my meaning clear 

when I speak of the special opportunity and 
special urgency of a lead from the Christian 
Churches today by referring to the problem of 
war. It is, I think, generally agreed that war as 
it will be fought by great nations today will mean 
the maiming and slaughtering of great numbers of 
men, women and children who are themselves 
innocent of evil intentions. As Earl Baldwin has 
put it, the technique of the next war will be to 
kill more women and children more quickly than 
the enemy. War will mean the fostering of feelings 
of fear, hatred and contempt between avowedly 
Christian countries. It will mean the mass poisoning 
of men's minds by every guile of propaganda and 
deceit. It will bring an aftermath of bitterness and 
revenge. All this, I think, is agreed. 

More than that. When a country goes to war 
today the Government says to its citizens, "Forget 
that you are Christians fighting against fellow 
Christians in Germany, in Italy or France. Forget 
that these men, women and children against 
whom you use all the scientific devices of war 
are your brothers and sisters; that they worship 
the same God and read the same Gospel. Remember 
only that you are a Britisher, or a Frenchman or a 
German. Remember that the political loyalties that 
divide you from your enemies are of much greater 
importance than the religious faith that unites you. 
Being a Britisher or being a Frenchman is, at 
bottom, more important than being a Christian." 

I don't see any way of escaping the conclusion 
that that is the logic of war; the logic that puts 
Caesar before God.    I know, of course, that the 
Churches' official reply would be that while war is 
an evil, there are nevertheless the circumstances, 
which   may   justify   war.     This   means   that   the 
Churches distinguish in theory between just and 
unjust war.    But I can't feel satisfied in my own 
mind with this position.    In the first place, I have 
never known any   national   Church denounce its own    
government    for    going    to    war, though Churches   
have   usually   denounced, on   religious grounds, the 
enemies of their own country. And, in the second 
place, the Churches do take quite a firm and 
unequivocal stand on certain kinds of conduct, which   
seem   to   me   to   have   less   mischievous results than 
modern war.    The Churches do not say that stealing 
or immorality are right in   certain   circumstances; 
they   continue   to   say that war is right in certain 
circumstances.    The Society of Friends is a notable 
exception.    And so I feel that if another war does 
come, and the Churches do not in the meantime re-
define their attitude to war, we shall have exactly the 
same spectacle   as   in   the   Great   War—the   
Christian leaders   of   every   nation   giving   the   
blessing   of God   to   the   indiscriminate   slaughter   
of   fellow Christians; the Christians of every nation 
turning their God into a tribal deity. 

How many of us, looking at the Churches today, 
would suspect that the Founder of Christianity was 
put to death as the enemy of established institutions? 
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