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Nothing pleases the U.A.P, 
press better than to raise the spectre 
of Langism, and today the Lang 
bogey is being worked nearly as 
effectively as ever. But this time there 
is a difference, for those against 
whom the bogey is now being 
worked are not the persons who 
vote sometimes for and sometimes 
against Labor. They are the mem-
bers of the Labor movement itself. 
Labor, it is being said, failed to do 
better in the elections because of the 
public's dread of Mr. Lang; and so 
political Labor is urged to free itself 
once and for all of the incubus, on 
the ground that J. T. Lang is too 
heavy a burden for any movement 
to carry. 

What the Senate Vote 
Showed  

But is this suggestion true? The 
facts hardly seem to support it. The 
only real test of the Commonwealth 
vote is the Senate. The vote for the 
Representatives was unsatisfactory 
from many points of view. The num-
ber of seats won by the different 
parties in the Lower House bore no 
true relation to the votes cast for 
or against them—partly through the 
tinkering with electorate boundaries, 
partly through the scandalous abuse 
of the principle of one vote, one 
value, by the designing of constitu-
encies unequal in numerical strength. 
And again, in seats that were con-
sidered safe for one party or another, 
there were many cases where the 
party representing quite a large 
minority of electors put up no can-
didate. 

In the Senate, however, every 
elector of every State was given 
the opportunity of directly 
expressing his or her view 
towards the major political parties. 
And here, while it appeared that 
Labor votes far outnumbered those 
cast for any other party, it also 
became evident that New South 
Wales was voting Labor to an 
extent that compared more than 
favourably with any other part of 
the Commonwealth. 

With New South Wales itself, in 
spite of the nearness of the spectre, 
returning four Labor Senators for 
four Senate vacancies, and return-
ing them more easily than other 
States returned theirs, it seems 
rather lame to ascribe the compara-
tive failure in the Representatives 
to Mr. Lang. 

Why Labor Failed in the 
Representatives  

The principal and general reason 
why Labor failed to win the Lower 
House was the gerrymandering of 
electorates. The next subsidiary 
reasons were probably as follows: 

In urban electorates the fear of 
Labor was not dread of Lang. 
Nearly every elector with any intelli-
gence now knows that the shutting 
of the N.S.W. State Savings Bank 
was a wicked ramp worked by the 
U.A.P, through its tools, the late 
Sir Robert Gibson, the renegade 
Laborite Lyons, and others. Nearly 
everyone with any intelligence now 
agrees that Lang's proposal to re-
duce overseas interest compulsorily 
was an equitable one, and even 
more equitable than the compulsory 
reduction of local interest. And the 
persons who do not know these and 
similar things, or who, knowing 
them, oppose them, would be U.A.P, 
voters no matter what happened. 

What Labor had to live down in 
the urban areas was not Langism, 
but Scullinism. For most people 
are well aware that the shadow of 
another depression hangs over us. 
And those people remember that in 
the last depression it was Mr. 
Scullin who put into operation the 
infamous Premiers’ Plan; it was 
Mr. Scullin who allowed real 
wages to be cut 10 per cent, and 
higher salaries more; it was Mr. 
Scullin who reduced the pensions; 
and it was Mr. Scullin who, 

having thus treacherously betrayed 
the workers who put him into 
office, took the usual politician's 
trip to London. Langism, whether 
you agree with it or disagree with 
it, represents strength; Scullinism 
represents pitiful weakness. 

If we are to have another depres-
sion, many people argued, Labor 
under Curtin would hardly be more 
likely to stand up against the banks 
than Labor under Scullin. If Labor 
is returned to office, the banks are 
more likely to put on the screws 
than if we return Lyons; at least, 
under Lyons the storm is likely to 
be made less severe, since the whole 
theme of his and the U.A.P.'s exis-
tence is that "sound" finance alone 
can save us from depressions. And 
so these people, often sympathetic 
to Labor but remembering the dis-
astrous Scullin regime, voted for 
the U.A.P. 

The Boycott Boomerang  

In the country it was probably 
those men in the Labor ranks who 
are now loudest in their antagonism 
to Mr. Lang who did Labor the 
most damage. The opposition to 
Mr. Lang in Labor circles comes 
chiefly from what are called the in-
dustrialists—meaning mostly the 
Communists who have for some 
time been penetrating the unions, 
and in alliance with them the dis-
gruntled politicians and ex-poli-
ticians (mostly suspected of Com-
munistic leanings also) who have 
tried conclusions with Mr. Lang 
and come off second best. These are 
the men who, in the way in which 
Reds within the Labor party gener-
ally manage to raise just before 
elections some issue, which will badly 
damage Labor's prestige, raised this 
time the cry to boycott Japanese 
goods. 

Nothing could have suited the 
U.A.P, better than such a cry—as 
we pointed out at the time. The 
farmers, and particularly the wool 
men, had been waiting for more 
than twelve months to show the 
Government what they thought of 
the anti-Japanese tariff of last year. 
And when the Reds came along 
with their boycott cry, the U.A.P, 
men said to the farmers: "We are 
prepared to admit we made a mistake 
with our tariff. But we acted in good 
faith, and when we saw our mistake 
we did our best to correct it. We en-
tered into new relations with the 
Japanese, which will give you back 
most of what you lost. But if you 
vote for Labor, if you put into power 
these industrial workers, who don't 
give two hoots for you, your position 
will be worse than ever. A boycott 
against Japan means a boycott by 
Japan. And what will happen to 
your wool then?" The U.A.P, press 
played up the boycott story for all it 
was worth, and the farmer chose 
the devil he knew rather than the 
devil he didn't know. 

Defence Argument  
If the diagnosis we have just made 

is anywhere near the mark, Labor 
was not defeated either by Langism 
or by its so-called isolationist policy 
in defence. We don't think the de-
fence issue played such a very im-
portant part in securing votes one 
way or the other. Precious few of 
those who were offended by Labor's 
announcement that it would not 
implicate Australia in an overseas 
war without consulting the people 
of the Commonwealth, would ever 
have voted Labor in any case; Im-
perialism and "sound" finance go 
hand in hand. On the other hand, 
Labor may have gained a percentage 
of votes by the conscription issue, 
which it raised in answer to Mr. 
Lyons’s defence proposals. Mr. 
Curtin and his party certainly had 
all the honours of the argument; 
but it was rather a futile argument, 
since most anti-conscriptionists 
were probably already anti-
Lyonsites. In any case, Labor was 
foolish in allowing the election to 

 be fought so largely around the 
issue of defence, which was the 
ground a bankrupt Ministry had 
clearly chosen months before. It was 
the only fresh ground left for a 
Government whose rearward trail 
was strewn with nothing but 
failures and broken promises, and 
which, as a result of Labor's 
swallowing the defence bait, was 
fairly successful in diverting atten-
tion from its inglorious record. 
Immediately after Mr. Lyons de-
livered his policy speech, we noted 
how he had completely side-stepped 
saying a single word about the ruin-
ous trade diversion policy entered 
on last year—and Labor speakers 
generally allowed him to get away 
with it, and with other cardinal sins 
of commission and of omission. 

Something That Has to 
be Lived Up To  

Whether or not it be true, as we 
believe, that it is Scullin rather 
than Lang that Labor has to live 
down, it becomes increasingly clear 
that there is something to which 
either Labor or any other party 
which may seek to hold the Treasury 
benches will have to live up. That 
something is the challenge to the 
monopoly of finance, the monopoly 
of industry and the monopoly of 
party pre - selection - - al l  of 
w h i ch ,  t o  t h e  s t u d e n t ,  ca n  
be summed up under the first 
heading of the monopoly of 
finance. In one way or another, 
this challenge was the theme, which 
accounted for the sensational vote 
recorded by Independents in four 
U.A.P, strongholds in Melbourne. 
It was the theme, which threw Arch-
dale Parkhill out of Parliament 
altogether. And last week saw it 
given a new and most emphatic 
expression. 

A   Shock   from 
Queensland  

We refer to the allocation of the 
Social Credit party's votes in 
Queensland, where the majority of 
those who believe in the particular 
proposals for monetary and social 
reform advocated by Major Doug-
las, despairing of any measure of co-
operation from either Labor or the 
U.A.P, in that State, formed 
themselves some time ago into a 
separate political entity. In Wide 
Bay their candidate provided one 
of the sensations of the elections by 
easily topping the poll, and only the 
action of Labor electors in casting 
their second preferences for the 
Lyons Government rather than for 
monetary reform preserved the seat 
for the Ministry. But it was where 
Social Credit candidates had to be 
eliminated to arrive at a final result 
that they gave the two major parties 
something to scratch their heads 
about. In the Griffith seat in Bris-
bane, out of about 6000 first votes 
for a Social Credit candidate nearly 
five-sixths of the second preferences 
were cast against the sitting Labor 
man and in favour of the U.A.P. 
On the strength of this, the U.A.P, 
candidates for the Senate were jubi-
lant. The first count had put them 
slightly ahead of the sitting Labor 
Senators, and they were confident 
that in the allocation of almost 
50,000 Social Credit Senate votes 
they would certainly get enough to 
keep their noses in front. Yet, when 
the tally went up, it appeared that 
about four out of five of these votes 
had gone to Labor. 

These two sets of seemingly con-
tradictory figures bear every appear-
ance of the sort of vote which party 
politicians hate, a well organised 
bloc vote which is liable to be 
cast for one party’s man in one 
place an for another party’s man 
in another. It is the sort of thing, 
which simply isn’t done, which is 
not to be found within the covers 
of any manual of party politics. It 
keeps parties guessing, and is 
liable to have the dangerous result 
of making party candidates look 

 to the individual electors within 
their constituencies rather than to 
party headquarters. In other 
words, though the Social Crediters 
in Queensland are themselves 
nominally a party, they have in this 
election dealt a terrific swipe at 
orthodox party politics. If they 
preserve their strength—and it is 
far more likely to increase than to 
diminish—they can definitely pro-
mise themselves at the next election 
that they will be able to control the 
Queensland Senate, and in all proba-
bility several of the Representative 
seats also. 

Unless we are the world's worst 
judges, we don't think Queensland 
Labor will in the future adopt the 
same cavalier attitude to monetary 
reform that it has done in the past; 
and we shall be surprised if some of 
the U.A.P, aspirants for political 
honours don't do some serious think-
ing also. 

Labor Has Been Too 
Cocksure  

But it is the Labor party, which 
is due for the deepest thinking. As 
a party the U.A.P., being the 
creature and the chosen mouthpiece 
of the private banks, will never ad-
vocate anything, which might inter-
fere with the banking monopoly. 
But Labor is supposed to be all out 
for monetary reform, and on that 
account it has been very cocksure 
that monetary reformers would 
give it their second preferences. 
Moreover, since (in Labor's opin-
ion) no monetary reformer had a 
chance of ever polling a consider-
able vote, this second preference was 
in practice as good as a first vote. 

But now the scene is changing. 
Tired with Labor's dilly-dallying, 
tired with its schemes of reform 
which appear to begin and end with 
nationalisation—which does not 
necessarily mean reform and which 
may even be a worse and more abso-
lute tyranny—reformers are up and 
doing. There is every prospect that 
in the next elections they will be 
far more formidable a force to be 
reckoned with than they were in 
those just past. 

What is Labor going to do about 
it? With the disposition of the 
population in the electorates so cun-
ningly loaded against it, it has little 
hope of winning command of the 
Lower House unless it can attract 
the support of this growing indepen-
dent vote. That vote will not be 
attracted except by a strong policy, 
because it believes that the U.A.P, 
programme carries within itself the 
seeds of its own destruction, and it 
would sooner leave those seeds the 
little while longer that they need to 
sprout than change from one unsat-
isfactory set of politicians to another 
who are nearly as unsatisfactory. 
The type of strength, which lies in 
Socialism, does not appeal to the 
independent voter, who is mostly 
middle class, and as definitely 
opposed to State bureaucracy as he 
is to private monopoly. If he is to 
give any sort of support to Labor, 
it will not be to a Labor party with 
the Communistic element in the off-
ing; it will not be to a Labor party 
which appears to have little more 
idea of what to do in an emergency 
than Mr. Scullin had; it will not be 
to a Labor party which believes it 
can rectify all our ills by raising 
taxation still higher. 

The   Policy   the 
Independent Wants  

The independent voter neither 
expects nor desires that Labor will 
set out down to the last detail how 
 (Continued on page 3, column 4.) 
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I am happy to present to you 
the latest revolutionary theory. It 
was introduced, aptly enough, by 
the Chief Constable of Salford—in 
short, by a policeman. In a lec-
ture entit led, "Some aspects of 
road safety from the official point 
of view," he said: 

"The failure of the human mind 
to react quickly and correctly at 
the critical moment is mainly re-
sponsible for the ill-success of 
Parliament, police, and highway 
authorities in their efforts to bring 
about a greater degree of safety 
among road-users." 

The idea is that the Mind of 
Man is out of date, and he needs 
a new one.  The old one is no 
use for modern progress. 

As a revolutionary theory i t  
shows considerable advance on the 
others. Most revolutions have 
been satisfied with a new political 
and economic system. But our 
system having been tried and 
found perfect, we will leave it as 
it is, and alter the human mind to 
fit it.  

There will be some opposition 
to this drastic Change of Mind. 
For centuries Englishmen have 
been accustomed to the idea that 
systems should be adapted to man, 
not man to systems. 

This was all very well for the 
old systems. But the marvels of 
modern progress have changed the 
old estimates of the relative value 
of man. It  would be a pity i f,  
having invented such a beautiful 
thing as a fast  car ,  we had to 
scrap it because man refused to 
adapt his mind to it. We cannot 
afford such a loss to civilisation. 

The human mind is very im-
perfect. As our policeman points 
out, it  cannot be relied upon to 
react correctly at critical moments. 
In other words, presence of mind 
is less common than absence of 
mind. 

This is doubtless because people 
think that presence of mind is 
needed only in exceptional circum-
stances, such as danger. And as 
men do not like the idea of living 
in a perpetual state of danger, 
they have a prejudice in favour 
of absentmindedness. 

Further, the general bel ief is 
that most noteworthy creations of 
the human mind—literature, art, 
philosophy, religion, and whatnot 
—have been produced when the 
mind was in a state of partial ab-
sence; that is to say, when it was 
wandering, or engaged in the old-
fashioned practice of Contempla-
tion. 

It is possible, indeed, to argue 
that culture depends mainly on 
absentmindedness. 

I   confess   very   little   literature 

of lasting value has been produced 
by people displaying presence of 
mind. A state of crisis is not 
conducive to great thoughts. 

I know of no poet, for instance, 
who has produced even a short 
sonnet while engaged in dodging 
a bullet, avoiding an irritable bull 
or motorist, or sidestepping a 
punch on the nose. 

Doubtless, for such reasons, 
humanity has so far been inclined 
to encourage Contemplation rather 
than Quick and Correct Reaction. 

*        * 
* 

Nevertheless, if we are to have 
any scientific progress at all, Ab-
sence of Mind must go, and be 
replaced by a state of perpetual 
Presence of Mind.  "It  should 
be possible," says our policeman, 
"to take action against those who 
. .  .  wander about public roads 
with complete disregard of the 
risks . . ." 

In other words, contemplation 
out of doors will be prohibited. 
The New Mind must be one that 

 

is impervious to distractions, ex-
cept in places statutorily specified 
as Places For Thinking Within 
The Meaning of The Act. 

The flowers in Spring, the gold 
of Autumn, the memory of last 
night's kiss, or the thought of the 
pint that is to come — such things 
must be rigidly excluded from the 
mind when its owner is out of 
doors.  They dist ract h im from 
his first social duty of getting out 
of the way of missiles. 

The police will be empowered 
to take all necessary steps to dis-
courage contemplation. Any per-
son wearing a thoughtful expres-
sion on the public highway will be 
liable to arrest for loitering with 
intent to contemplate. 

"The nation should be made 
traffic-conscious through educa-
tion," said the reformist. 

This should be simple.    A regu- 

lar submission to sudden and un-
expected noises should speedily 
cure children of their natural ten-
dency to freedom of bodily move-
ment, joie de vivre, and other im-
pediments to traffic control, and 
teach them to regard their earthly 
existence as one prolonged Criti-
cal Moment. 

By a daily dose of nervous 
shocks, we should quickly develop 
in the race that habit of creeping 
nervously through life, which is 
essential for correct reaction to 
scientific progress. 

Finally, this new theory about 
the human mind will be known in 
future as The Statesman's Char-
ter or The Politicians' Alibi. 

It will free our rulers from all 
responsibi l i ty for their own 
bloomers.  In future the fai lure 
of any legislation to deal ade-
quately with any situation will be 
attributed to the failure of the 
human mind to react correctly to 

it.    We shall be able to say, for 
example: 

"The failure of the human mind 
to react correctly at such critical 
moments as dinner-time, and con-
vince the human body that it has 
enough to eat, is mainly respon-
sible for the ill-success of Parlia-
ment  in adapt ing purchasing 
power to the cost of living." 

If this can be realised, things 
will go more smoothly. And Eng-
land will enjoy a degree of na-
tional discipline and political unity, 
which no ruler, from the Grand 
Inquisitor to Hitler, has imagined 
even in his most optimistic mo-
ments. 

In the past, many unkind things 
have been said about the Phari-
sees, who thought that man was 
made for the Sabbath, not the 
Sabbath for man. 

Now we have reverted to the 
Pharisees' theory. Man was made 

for systems, not systems for man. 
Industry was not made to provide 
man with things; man was made 
to provide industry with markets. 
Even industry does not exist for 
its own sake, but only to enable 
Finance to lend money to it. As 
the Morning Post said recently: 

"Such a system (Social ism) 
may still leave the workers unsat-
isfied with their wages, except at 
the cost of unsound finance"— 
which means that sound finance 
is more important than the stan-
dard of living, and that man was 
made for money, not money for 
man. 

After this, surely man wil l  
readily sacrifice such a small thing 
as his mind to traffic control.  

 

HAS LABOR TO LIVE  

DOWN   LANG—OR  

SCULLIN?  

(Continued from page 2.)  
it proposes to deal with every emer-
gency that may arise. But he does 
want from Labor an explicit assur-
ance that it will give effect to these 
things: 

1. That it will enable foreign na-
tions which are ready to buy our 
surplus   produce, and   particularly 
our wool, to do so by selling us 
their produce. 

2. That   it   will   release enough 
money to enable Australians to buy 
either the whole of their own indus-
trial output or exports in return for 
imports—thus   preventing    imports 
from ruining local manufactures. 

3. That in the development of 
this country it will allow no obstacles 
to hold i t  up other than physical 
ones; that where social works or 
services are required or desired it 
will take stock of the resources in 
materials, men and skill, and if all 
these are present that it will put the 
works in hand straight away. 

4. That the money required to do 
these things, in so far as it  is new 
money, will not be obtained from 
the private banks as fresh doses of 
interest-bearing national debt   (no 
matter at how low a rate of inter-
est) but that it will   be   national 
money, issued through the nation's 
own bank, and as free of interest as 
is the national note issue. 

Many Labor men agree that 
these things should be done. Many 
will contend that Labor is ready to 
do them. But is i t? Recall  for 
yourself all the speeches delivered 
on behalf of Labor in the weeks that 
have passed, and what will you find? 
A medley of promises, counter-
promises and contradictions; some 
speaking Socialism, some higher 
taxation, some the forty-hour week, 
some a non-contributory national 
insurance scheme financed out of 
taxation (a contradiction in terms); 
nowhere a clear, definite, unequiv-
ocal statement of policy. Until that 
statement does come, Labor will 
never get the support it requires. 
And neither its head-hunting expedi-
tion after J. T. Lang nor its sudden 
solicitude for the Chinese will set 
it on the right path. 

 

NEW MINDS FOR OLD  

By YAFFLE, in Reynolds' News 

  

Mr. A.  W. Relph, Chairman, Melbourne 
Chamber of Commerce. 

Dear Sir, — 
In a statement to the press on Monday you are 

reported to have said that the reduction of taxes 
is being impeded because Australia is paying for 
public works out of revenue instead of out of loan 
moneys, and you instanced an estimated expen-
diture under that head of nearly £7¾ millions by 
the Commonwealth this year. 

The conclusion you drew was this: "Either private 
industrial enterprise must be checked as a result of 
the continuance of extreme taxation, or the public 
works expenditure will have to be seriously 
curtai led. If  private enterprise is checked in this 
manner the total collections of taxes will fall off 
accordingly. If public works expenditure is curtailed 
in a young country like Australia, where so much 
requires to be done, general stagnation wil l  
fol low. There is only one way open to steady 
progress, and that lies in the direction of efficient 
expenditure of loan moneys on productive works," 
etc. 

We think, Sir, you stated the case fairly and 
logically except, if  you will  pardon us, in one 
important respect. That is in he suggestion that 
the ONLY was open is expenditure of loan 
moneys. 

In the f irst place, this is not an open way at 
al l . Annual taxation to pay interest on loan 
moneys is today one quarter of what our total 

national debt was in 1901, and interest accounts 
for almost exactly half our total Federal and 
State taxes, and considerably more than half of 
most of our local government taxes. Therefore, 
if we agree with you, as we do, that taxation is 
already an intolerable burden, we must also sub-
mit to you that we are nearing the end of our 
tether with regard to interest-bearing loans. 

What we suggest to you, as a practical alterna-
tive is that, instead of the loan moneys you speak 
of, the finance required should be ISSUED; that 
the bookkeeping entries for public works 
should be as free of interest as our national note 
issue. 

We submit that this is only logical. You will 
admit with us that there is no shortage of the 
physical things needed for public works, nor of 
the physical things needed to pay those engaged 
in them. Now, i f  there is enough money in 
existence in Austral ia to enable those physical 
things to be bought and paid for, it is clearly the 
right of sovereign Governments to secure it by 
taxation, and such taxation need not be unduly 
burdensome. 

But taxation sufficient to cope with our physical 
capacity for public works would be absolutely 
overwhelming. Therefore, it seems to be evident 
that there is not enough money in existence (this 
can also be proved technically, and quite easily). In 
which case the alternative to a sovereign Government 
is not to borrow, at interest, from within itself, but to 
issue the deficiency of its own right. 
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"We deplore the present un-
Christian social system which 
encourages immorality by fre-
quent enforcement of late 
marriage, and makes necessary 
the limitation of families, for 
financial reasons, by many 
parents who actually desire 
more children. We urge the 
State and Federal Govern-
ments to take steps to end the 
existing social order and by 
the abolition of poverty to
make it possible for people to 
live the normal, happy lives to 
which we are entitled." 

—Resolution carried by the 
North West Synod of the 
Methodist Church at Mildura, 
November 1-4. 
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ATTENTION! Naytura Hostel. 
Vegetarian Guest House. Accom 
State & Inter. Guests. Haw. 74. 
BLINDS of every sort. Car curtains 
repaired. T. Pettit, 235a Queen St 
CAKES, PASTRY, etc. Home Made 
"Clovelly," The Block, Elizabeth St. 
Cent. 265. 
DAVIS, 568   Bourke   St.     Royal 
Medal Milkers, Separators, Engines 
DOUGLAS SOCIAL CREDIT 
BOOKSHOP.   166 Lit. Collins St 
GINGER JAR CAFE, 238 Flinders 
Lane (4 doors from Swanston St.) 
Best 3-course meal in city.  
JAS. JENNINGS,  211  Queen  St. 
and  6  Regent  Arc.   Optician,  73 
years est.   Testing Free.  
MAISON MERLIN, Natl. Bk. Bldg. 
271 Col. St.   Ladies' Hairdressers 
OPTICIAN and Hearing Aids. M. L. 
COLECHIN, Champion House 4th 
Floor, 57 Swanston St.    F 5566 
OPTICIAN, J. H. Buckham, J.P. 
Nat. Bk. Ch., 271 Collins St. C. 831 
PRINTING.   E. E. GUNN. Off 600 
Lit. Bourke St. Cent. 6021 QUICK      
SERVICE      TOBACCO KIOSK. 
Equitable Place. Buy your Smokes 
here! 
TAILOR, High Class; H.   Stack-
poole. Lang Arc., off 333 Lons. St 
WATCHMAKER and  Jeweller.  
M. Chapman, CAPITOL HSE, 6 yrs 
Hardy Bros., in charge Repair Dept. 

DARLING.  
ESTATE AGENT, J. White, 1 Illowa 
St.    UY 6521. 

ELSTERNWICK.  
BRIDGE & SON.   Men's & Boys' 
Wear. Opp. Station. Phone L 5383, 
RADIO   &   ELECT'L   SERVICES.  
Mackintosh's, 72 Glenh'tly Rd. L 
4588. 

FAIRFIELD.  
BUTCHER, 93 Station Street. 
Arthur B. Heath Solicits Your Pat-
ronage. 

FOOTSCRAY. 
BOOT REPAIRS. A. A. Taylor. 
Station Ramp, While U Wait S'vice. 
MASSEY'S GARAGE, W'town Rd. 
The Home of Motor Reconditioning 

GLENFERRIE .  
OPTICIAN, W. W. Nicholls, 100 
Glenferrie Rd.   Haw. 6845. 
SUITS to order from 70/-. H. 5813. 
A. Sutherland, 184 Glenferrie Rd. 

HAMPTON.  
BEAUTY SALON, Norma Bell, 33 
Hampton St., next P.O. XW2160 
BOOKSELLER,   S.  J.  Endacott,  75 
Hampton St., for all book needs. 
CHEMIST, Rod Burgess. 156a 
Hampton St. XW 2424. 
HAIRDRESSER, Ladies and Gents, 
R. STEWART, 68 Hampton St. 
HOME MADE CAKES.  
BEAN'S, 140 Hampton St. XW1787 
TAILOR, R. W. Simpson, Railway 
Walk. Suits Hand Made from 95/- 

IVANHOE.  
BOOT REPAIRS. J. Fraser solicit) 
your custom. 130 Upper H'berg Rd 

P. A. MORRIS & CO.  
PTY.   LTD. EYESIGHT   

SPECIALISTS, PRACTICAL  
OPTICIANS. 

"YORK   HOUSE” BASEMENT, 298   
LITTLE   COLLINS STREET,  

MELBOURNE.  
'Phone:  Central 8400.  

And  at 80 MARSHALL  ST.,  IVANHOE.  
'Phone:  Ivanhoe 88.  

UPHOLSTERER. Blinds & B*d 
ding. Duke's, 111 H'berg Rd. Ivan 
626. 

KEW. 
ANDERSON'S, 141 High St. 
Authorised Newsagent. Haw. 1146. 
BUTCHER, S. Daw. High Street, 
Opp. Union St. Satisfaction, S'vice. 
C. KENNEDY, Grocer. Haw. 229. 
Opp. Cemetery Clock, Parkhill Rd.  
DRY CLEANING, Depot & Library 
A. I. Fraser, 182 High St. H. 3783. 
E. WHITE.   109 High St.
Confectionery and Smokes. 
FLORIST, "Mayfair," Haw. 1452 
Cotham Rd., near Glenferrie Rd 
GIBSON'S, High St., opp. Rialto. 
Hosiery, Underwear and Aprons. 
GIFTS, & All Jewellery Repairs.Old 
Gold Bought, Greaves, opp. Rialto. 

(Continued on page 7.) 
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Professor Copland 
Breaks His Silence 

For months past the New Times 
has been warning businessmen to 
beware of making commitments far 
ahead,  because a l l  the signs 
pointed to a further dose of de-
pression. That our forecast was 
right has now been proved by the 
facts. Prices are tumbling in all 
directions, and particularly in the 
commodities in widest use, such as 
base metals, rubber, cotton and 
wool. 

While we were writing in this 
fashion, those who have in the 
past been regarded as the com-
munity's authorities on finance and 
economics were saying the direct 
opposite. They were, in fact, ex-
pressing fear that recovery was 
proceeding at so fast a rate as to 
be positively dangerous, and they 
actually expressed the opinion that 
our advance towards boundless 
prosperity should be deliberately 
slowed down. 

One of these self-constituted 
authorities was D. B. Copland, 
principal author of the Premiers' 
Plan, Sidney Myer Professor of 
Commerce and Dean of the 
Faculty at the University of Mel-
bourne. In our issue of August 
27 last we went so far as to sug-
gest that it might be in the public 
interest to place the Professor 
under the charge of a couple of 
mental specialists. The Professor 
took heated exception to our re-
marks at the time, and publicly 
threatened one of our staff that 
the New Times would hear further 
from him. We presume he meant 
in the way of legal proceedings, 
but threatened men live long, and 
so far no writ  has been served 
upon us. 

On that occasion we criticised 
Professor Copland for two speeches 
he had just delivered, in which he 
was reported as saying, (i.) that 
taxes should be kept up to prevent 
the community from going too far 
in the direction of prosperity, and 
(ii.) that investment should be 
slowed down, whether in housing, 
factory construction, public works, 
or capital goods in general,  for 
the purpose of "extending the pre-
sent level of prosperity for a 
longer period than would be pos-
sible if private investments became 
excessive and internal costs rose 
rapidly." 

Whether or not as a result  of 
our ridiculing him, or whether per-
haps because he saw that his pros- 

 
 

perity talk was fading into thin 
air, the Professor has been re-
markably silent since then. But 
once more he bobbed up in last 
week's press. In the meant ime 
Mr. Copland has turned a few 
economic Catherine wheels, and 
the tenor of his latest discourses 
is (according to his favourite 
organ, the Melbourne Herald) that 
"nothing short of a pronounced 
move in the United States will 
stop the descent to depression." 
That was in Wednesday's Herald, 
and again on Saturday he said: 
"Any attempt to revive industry 
in the United States is of great 
moment to the whole world. It 
is more important than the Span-
ish civil war, or the Sino-Japanese 
dispute . . .. Without  a revival 
of capital construction in housing, 
factory extension and public 
utilities, economic reconstruction 
could not be accomplished . . .. 
Unless industry revives in the 
United States it will be very diffi-
cult to avoid a major depression. 
The revival of American industry 
will ensure the continuance of 
prosperity in the other democratic 
countries, provided they show 
economic statesmanship." 

The first comment we should 
make on these remarks is that they 
are just as undiluted humbug as 
most  o f  t he other  s tatements,  
which have come from D. B. Cop-
land of recent years. Why, for 
instance, does Mr. Copland speak 
of "the continuance of prosperity 
in the other democratic countries”? 
To us the qualification seems either 
senseless or a deliberate playing 
to the gallery. 

But , turning to the substance 
of his remarks, it will be seen that 
the Professor makes two major 
claims. One is that Australian 
prosperity depends on American 
prosperity; the other that economic 
reconstruction depends on "capital 
construction in housing, factory 
extension and public utilities." 

Always assuming that the Pro-
fessor is correctly reported in the 
Herald, we would characterise the 
first of these claims, that Austra-
lia's prosper ity depends on 
America's, as a barefaced lie—and 
we don't care whether the Pro-
fessor threatens us with a wr it  
for it or not. The basis of Aus-
tralia's prosperity is, or should be, 
what Australia produces for her-
self; and, in the case of a con-
siderable proportion of her people 
being engaged in producing some-
thing which Australia does not use 
herself, the success with which this 
portion of our production can be 
exchanged for things from abroad 
which Australia needs or desires. 
Given these conditions, there is no 
reason why Australia should not 
be prosperous if every other coun-
try in the world went broke. Any 
suggest ion to the contrary is 
simply an admission that the finan-
cial system, which Professor Cop-
land has spent so many years in 
defending, is a lying system, which 
fails to reflect the physical facts. 
Which comes to this: that Profes-
sor Copland is either a liar now 
or he has been a liar for years. 
And he can take that compliment 
whichever way he likes. 
Mr. Copland's second claim, that 
economic reconstruction depends 
on capital construction in housing, 
factory extension and public utili-
ties, shows, first, the folly, falsity 
and inhumanity of the system to 
which he subscribes. To him, it 
seems houses, factories and 
public utilit ies are not things to 
be undertaken according to the 
community’s needs, but devices 
for shoring up the financial 
arrangements of a banker-ridden 
world. Secondly, the very fact 

 that he makes such a claim is an 
admission that the normal flow of 
money into the community's pocket 
through the production of 
consumable goods is not  suf ficient 
to  enable those goods to be 
purchased for consumption. 
Money issued through the 
construction of houses, factories and 
public utilities is money which is 
not straight away taken back 
from the public through the sale 
of those articles, but which is 
mainly charged into goods or ser-
vices over a long period. Houses 
are mostly either sold on long 
terms or else their capital cost is 
charged into years of rent; the 
price of factories is similarly 
charged into the goods produced 
from them over a period of years; 
and the cost of public utilities is 
likewise charged over a long 
period into the services provided 
by those utilities. So that all these 
devices of the Professor are noth-
ing more or less than a temporary 
subsiding of the incomes which are 
available to consumers for the 
purchase of ordinary household 
commodities. 
 

Sir George Paish 
Admits It  

Professor Copland is thus forced 
to admit in a roundabout way that 
community income is never equal 
to the prices that must be charged 
for the community's goods. For it 
must be remembered that if a first 
injection of added income through 
capital construct ion of publ ic 
works makes up a first shortage 
for the time being, the subsequent 
injections will have to grow pro-
gressively bigger, since in the 
second cycle there will be a repeti-
tion of the first shortage plus the 
extra amount required to enable 
the costs of previous capital con-
struct ion to be recovered. And 
so the process will go on ad 
infinitum—or, as soon as it is 
slowed up, we shall have another 
major depression, and the wholesale 
writing off of capital as lost. 

From another source during the 
week we noted a similar admission 
—and again from an "orthodox" 
economist. In its issue last Satur-
day the Melbourne Herald reviewed 
a book newly published by the 
"eminent British economist," Sir 
George Paish, entitled "The Way 
Out. " We quote the review: 
"There are no half measures in 
Sir George Paish's plan of cam-
paign. The British Empire must 
abandon its policy of self-sufficiency 
because it cannot, as a whole, buy 
all its peoples need to sell to main-
tain their solvency" (our italics). 

There you have both a f irst 
class admission and a first class 
piece of humbug. If the people 
of the British Commonwealth can-
not as a whole buy all they need 
to sell to escape insolvency, it is 
perfectly clear that all the British 
people are short of is money; that, 
as we have just said, the incomes 
distributed through productive in-
dustry (and subsequently redistri-
buted through payments for ser-
vices and through the taxes im-
posed by governments) are never 
sufficient of themselves to pay the 
prices which must be charged for 
goods if producers are to remain 
solvent. 

The    obvious    way    out    is    for 
governments to ascertain this 
deficiency and to make it up by the 
issue of more money, as and when 
required. But does Sir George Paish 
admit this logical conclusion? No 
more than D.B Copland does. 

Whereas Copland wants us to bor-
row our way out of debt to the 
banks by going more deeply into 
debt to the banks, Paish suggests 
that we pass the buck on to the 
foreigner. If we can't buy all we 
have to sell in order to maintain 
our solvency, h is suggest ion 
amounts to this: that  we sell 
abroad more than we buy from 
abroad. In the physical sense this 
means that we must send away 
more of our production than that 
for which we receive a tangible 
return—in other words, that we 
must deliberately set about im-
poverishing ourselves. And even 
in the lopsided financial sense the 
scheme is unworkable, because in 
the first place every other country, 
which works under bank domina-
tion, is in the same boat as our-
selves, and its people are unable 
to buy as much as they must sell 
if they are to remain financially 
so lvent .  In t he past ,  th is  has 
been tided over for the time by 
giving the foreigner credit—that 
is, by letting him run into debt. 
But it then follows that the debtor, 
in order  to pay interest  on the 
debt, must also sell abroad more 
than he buys f rom abroad. And 
so we have come to our present 
impasse, where, in spite of more 
abounding production than ever, 
goods are piling up unsold, debts 
are repudiated on all sides, prices 
are dropping calamitously, and 
producers are once again facing 
bankruptcy. The only thing needed 
now is another masterpiece of a 
Premiers' Plan for slashing wages 
and pensions—and, as things are 
going, this also must come shortly. 
 

London Under the 
Yarra  

The absurdit ies to which we 
have just referred were well illus-
trated by still another announce-
ment in the press a few days ago. 
There is a scheme afoot, and a 
very sensible one, to build a tun-
nel under the Yarra to replace the 
slow and obsolete Williamstown 
ferry. One of the promoters of 
the scheme, a Melbourne builder, 
now announces that the proposal 
is likely to be carried out in the 
immediate future. And why? 

The tunnel wi l l  be about a 
thousand yards in length, and will 
consist of two iron tubes, each 
lined with concrete, beneath the 
r iverbed. Each tube will  be 18 
feet across, giving room for an 
8-foot roadway and a footway of 
almost 4 feet. 

Is it announced that the con-
structional difficulties of the tun-
nel have been worked out, that 
drainage has been provided for, 
that  the B.H.P.  or some other  
fi rm has announced that i t  can 
make the pipes of the required 
size? No such thing. There was 
probably never any difficulty on 
any of these or similar scores. The 
difficulty that has been overcome 
is the difficulty of financing the 
scheme. The financial cost has 
been estimated at £390,000, and 
London capital has been provided, 
bearing interest at £3/13/8 
percent, for 20 years. 

Would you just think that out? 
Australian materials are available, 
Australian labour, Australian en-
gineers and bui lders.  The job 
wi l l  be done in Aust ra l ia  and 
will be used by Australians. But 
it could not be proceeded with 
until London capital was 
available! 

Actually, this London capital 
will never be visible, because all 
payments will be made with 
Australian cheques, Australian  

bank notes and Australian silver 
and bronze coins. Then where does 
London come in? Simply by a 
series of entries in bank ledgers, 
first debiting certain London ac-
counts and crediting certain Aus-
tralian accounts, and later re-
versing the process as the loan 
(plus interest) is repaid. Is there 
any reason in the wide world why 
the necessary entries could not be 
made without any reference to 
London at all? Absolutely none— 
except the same reason why Cop-
land and Paish talk such unutter-
able nonsense,  and  why,  just  
when we are told we are into an 
era of prosperity, we find ourselves 
suddenly plunged again into de-
pression. That reason is that the 
private banking companies have 
seized the community's books, and 
that money, meant to be a system 
of accounting for work done and 
energy expended, has become in-
stead the weapon by which a few 
favoured gangsters dominate the 
community and its energies, while 
their political and economic ser-
vants and hangers-on perpetuate 
a lying and wicked swindle. 
 

No Need for 
Woolgrowers' 

Losses 
The wool selling position con-

tinues to deteriorate so rapidly as 
to cause something akin to panic 
in business circles, which realise 
the important part played by this 
commodity in the present financial 
income of the community. Dur-
ing the past week the following ad-
missions have been made in the 
Australian metropolitan press: — 

Prices have dropped from 15 to 
20 per cent, in the last three weeks, 
and from 25 to 40 per cent, since 
the beginning of the season. This 
week's sales mark the lowest point 
yet, and it is not even suggested 
that low water mark has been 
reached. Moreover, these figures 
are not a true guide, since for the 
past two or three weeks specially 
selected catalogues have been 
offered, containing more than their 
proportion of superior and most 
saleable wools. The worst drop, 
up to 40 per cent, has been in 
crossbreds, which comprise more 
than half of the offerings in Mel-
bourne. At Monday's Melbourne 
sales 35 per cent, of the wool sub-
mitted was withdrawn. At the 
London sales, which began on 
Tuesday, there was a drop since 
last sales of 15 to 20 per cent, in 
merinos and 20 to 25 per cent, in 
better crossbreds. 

Even in the face of all this, and 
in face of the great difficulty of 
selling any but the best wool at 
any price at all, the daily press is 
running a campaign urging wool-
growers to face the market and to 
let their wool go at any price it  
will fetch. The reasons given do 
not credit  the grazier with any 
more sense than that of the sheep 
he shears. One suggestion, for in-
stance, is: "Let the producer offer 
his wool as usual and help the 
Australian Wool Board in its 
scientific research and publicity, and 
aid to place the industry on a 
sound footing whether the price be 
medium, high or low." Behind that 
suggestion runs the idea that one 
of the difficulties in selling wool 
is that people haven't heard of it. 
Another suggestion is that 
withholding of wool now will be 
“a factor in preventing revival of 
the market at the end of this 
season and at the beginning of 
the next.” This is a call for a 
suicide battalion, a suggestion 
that growers go insolvent this 
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 season in order to preserve their 
solvency next season. 

The one suggestion we have not 
seen put forward in any responsible 
or influential quarter—except by 
Sir David Rivett, to whom we re-
ferred on this page last week—is 
that the situation should be faced 
realistically and dealt with on 
practical lines. 

Our difficulties in selling wool 
do not arise from any unwilling-
ness of buyers to take it, but only 
from our making it impossible for 
them to adopt normal means of 
paying for i t.  Those means are 
the sale in Australia of sufficient 
of their own produce to establish 
credits for purchasing. The genesis 
of this immediate crisis dates from 
the tariff aimed at Japan in May 
last year, when an embargo was 
placed on the purchase of Japanese 
goods by the people of this coun-
try. Although that embargo has 
virtually been lifted, the action 
taken has only drawn more pointed 
attention to our never being buyers 
of Japanese goods to anything like 
the extent to which Japan pur-
chased ours. So that, although per-
haps 40 per cent, of Japan's dif-
ficulties have been overcome, the 
other 60 per cent, have not; and 
similar tariff action against Japan 
elsewhere has not made i t any 
easier for her to establish foreign 
credits anywhere, and particularly 
surplus credits to be used in buy-
ing Australian wool. With Japan-
ese competition virtually absent, 
and with Continental European 
buyers in much of the same fix, 
English buyers (who have the 
necessary credits through sales to 
us) cannot be blamed if they are 
now sitting back, watching the 
market stagnate for want of com-
petition, and trying to gauge bed-
rock before they enter the market 
seriously. For, in spite of the 
balderdash given out to us by 
U.A.P, politicians last year about 
Bradford not letting us down, we 
have not yet heard of any large-
scale business house, which makes 
patriotism rather than price the 
keynote of its instructions to its 
buyers. 

We assert without fear of con-
tradiction that the wool position 
could be corrected within a few 
weeks by our Federal Government 
if it chose to take the action which 
is well within its constitutional 
powers. The home consumption 
price of wool, or of any other 
needed commodity, is naturally af-
fected by the amount of money, 
which consumers have at their dis-
posal. Control over our money 
supplies is constitutionally vested 
in the Federal Parl iament. In 
dealing overseas it is not nominal 
price, but exchange value of ex-
ports against imports, which is the 
vital factor. And every one of our 
late big customers for wool is to-
day prepared to offer us as much 
real wealth in return for our wool 
as  they eve r  we re.  And t he 
Federal Parliament has all the 
necessary powers to make what-
ever trade treaties are desirable. 

In connection with overseas 
trade, this technical difficulty may 
arise, that although the exchange 
value of wool may be fair its 
monetary price may not cover in-
ternal costs of production. For 
instance. Japan may offer us three 
yards of rayon in return for one 
pound of wool; but i f the rayon 
is priced at 4½d this will give the 
woolgrower only 13½d for his 
wool whereas he may require 15d 
or 16d. In effect, although the 
national result would be highly 
satisfactory, this would mean that 
the Australian consumer of rayon 

would be getting an unduly cheap 
article at the expense of the Aus-
tralian wool producer. Obviously 
this matter of equities could be 
dealt with in several ways. There 
might be Government control at 
the point of exporting and import-
ing; there might be a straight-out 
levy of ½d a yard on rayon to 
provide a subsidy for the wool-
grower; there are dozens of ways 
in which the problem could be 
solved in a just and satisfactory 
manner. 

The whole point is that wool is 
not really in a desperate position 
at all; that woolgrowers are suffer-
ing absolutely without any real 
necessity; that the remedy is in 
the hands of the Federal Parlia-
ment—and that Parliament is not 
likely to apply the remedy unless 
woolgrowers (and, indeed, the 
whole community, who will shortly 
be affected) bring pressure to bear 
on the Federal politicians. 

More Overseas 
Joyriding? 

Hardly has the Federal Minis-
try been returned—in fact, the re-
constituted Ministry has not even 
been announced—before we have a 
repetition of the unseemly scramble 
for further jaunting overseas. 
According to this week's press, 
Earle  Page is a  cer ta inty to go 
to London next year to discuss 
the revision of the Ottawa agree-
ment; T. W. White is an even 
money bet, and the Prime Minister 
and R. G. Menzies are running 
neck and neck for third place— 
and third trip each within about 
three years. 

We understood that Ottawa re-
vision was one of the subjects to 
be discussed by several of our po-
litical tourists this year and last, 
and we are convinced that the 
bulk of the citizens of this coun-
try wi l l  not easi ly be persuaded 
of the necessity to close Parlia-
ment up again for months while 
further lengthy discussions (and 
dinners) take place in London for 
the alleged purpose of making ar-
rangements which in all proba-
bility are already cut and dried. 

As regards Ottawa itself, its re-
sult has been to increase English 
sales to Australians out of all 
proportion to the increase in Aus-
tral ia's sales to England; with 
this has, of course, gone an in-
crease in the unsatisfactory con-
ditions of our trade with other 
overseas countries, as well as a 
good deal of dissatisfact ion on 
the part of local manufacturers. 
But neither a fresh Ottawa agree-
ment nor any revision of its terms 
will ever give us satisfactory trad-
ing conditions. All such arrange-
ments merely cut str ips off one 
end of the b lanket  and st i t ch 
them on to the other end, quite 
overlooking that the blanket is 
too short,  no matter how i t is 
patched. The solut ion,  as we 
have just ind icated in the case 
of wool, is to be found, not in 
London nor in Ottawa, but in 
Canberra. And i t  is the only 
solut ion which wi l l  establ ish 
friendly relations and nourishing 
trade with all  our customers, 
British or foreign. 

Roosevelt's 
" Ultimatum "  

We would have   never    believed 
that Mr. Roosevelt was genuine in 
his bold show of fighting the battle 
of his people against the real, 
though irresponsible, government of 
finance. Conditions and pros-

pects in the United States are 
admittedly no better today than 
they were when he instituted his 
much-advertised New Deal. Busi-
ness is stagnating; destitution is 
rife; on Roosevelt's own admis-
sion, something like one-third of 
the entire population is practically 
starving; and the major "solu-
t ions" tr ied by the President  
have been the doubling of the na-
t ional debt and the destruct ion 
and restriction of a great deal of 
the nation's production. 

Roosevelt, in our opinion, is 
nothing better than a snide show-
man, and his so-called "ultima-
tum" to the financiers on Monday 
has showmanship written all over 
i t.  Padded out with a good deal 
of platitudes about "higher stan-
dards of living and a more just 
distribution of the gains of civili-
sation," with" the truism that "a 
contented society rests on the solid 
foundation that all have enough," 
and that "we should provide flex-
ible machinery which will enable 
industries throughout the country 
to adjust themselves progressively 
to better labour conditions"-
strongly reminiscent of Mr. Lyons, 
that one—what was the substance 
of Mr. Roosevelt's effort to stop 
the new depression ? Simply this: 
that if private capital did not take 
up the burden of recovery from 
the business recession (a new 
word for depression), the Govern-
ment would. 

Thus, you see, President Roose-
velt prefers to leave recovery to 
private capital. Private capital 
means principal ly the private 
banks, and the procedure involved 
is for the private banks to issue 
to industry more private bankers' 
interest-bearing credits (that is, 
debts). Never at any time has 
President Roosevelt made the least 
attempt to remedy the American 
consumer's lack of income by in-
creasing the national supply of non-
interest-bearing money. His most 
recent stroke of genius was to 
release several hundred millions of 
"frozen" gold in order to provide 
the private banks with the 
opportunity of issuing, with safety 
to themselves, probably ten times 
that amount of interest-bearing 
private money through their over-
draft or loan system. 

A further scheme now in pros-
pect is that costs must be cut (not 
that incomes must be raised to 
meet  costs),  and to this end i t  
is proposed to sugar the pill of 
wage reductions by guaranteeing 
workers twelve months of con-
t inuous employment. Slavery is 
to be tempered, you see, by the 
promise that it will be perpetual. 

President Roosevelt may have 
been surprised, but no sensible on-
looker was, that the first reaction 
to his brave words of recovery 
was a further spectacular drop in 
the price of all American indus-
trial securities. 

A New Freeze Out? 
At  the beginning of  this year , 

it will be remembered, a large 
portion of the Victorian Govern-
ment's Cool Stores at Victoria 
Dock was mysteriously burnt out. 
The subject is recalled by a pros-
pectus just issued by the Metro-
politan Ice and Fresh Food Com-
pany Ltd., recently formed from 
a proprietary company. The part 
of the prospectus of particular in-
terest is the statement that, sub-
sequent to the Cool Stores fire, a 
committee appointed by the 
Government investigated the 
posit ion, and as a result of its 
recommendations the 
Government undertook not to 
rebuild the stores, provided

that additional cool storage facili-
ties were made available by pri-
vate enterprise. 

The directors of the "private 
enterprise" which thus appears to 
be gett ing a gift  of a further 
freeze-out of public ownership or 
control includes H. E. Thone-
mann, director of Sydney Cold 
Stores and of other companies 
connected with the inner financial 
ring; H. D. Giddy, a director of 
the Herald, and otherwise con-
nected with the inner financial and 
newspaper ring; and S. H. Wil-
son, a director of Swan Brewery 
(of which Harold Cohen is chair-
man), and also connected with 
the inner financial ring. 

We are not suggesting that any-
thing improper has occurred in 
connection with the Dunstan Gov-
ernment's decision not to rebuild 
the Government Cool Stores, but 
instead to hand over the supply-
ing of cool storage to gentlemen 
of the type just enumerated. But 
we incline to think the public will 
be interested to hear of it. 

The All-British 
Finkelsteins 

In the pleasant game of mud-
slinging which is now going on 
between the Argus and the Herald 
over the sources of their respective 
news, probably the most amusing 
touch was this statement in Mon-
day's Herald: "Foreign news from 
tainted anti-British sources is dan-
gerous. A news service cannot  
rise above its source." To which 
it added on Tuesday: "The prin-
cipal sources of the Australian As-
sociated Press are authoritative and 
British." 

We take it from this that the 
Herald wishes to stress how Brit-
ish is the source of  most  o f its  
own foreign news, the idea seem-
ing to be that only British sources 
can be relied on for a true pre-
sentation of what happens in, say, 
Germany or Italy. 

Looking a lit t le further  into 
one or two of these great British 
sources, we find that the Herald 
boasts of the London Daily Herald 
and the Manchester Guardian. The 
Daily Herald is the great Labor 
paper of England; it is controlled, 
we believe, by a Jew who, subse-
quent to the Daily Herald's hos-
tility to King Edward at the time 
of the abdication (a course which 
received the warm editorial ap-
proval of the Times) figured among 
the first peerages of Edward's suc-
cessor. The Manchester Guardian, 
we also understand, has passed out 
of the hands of the Scott family 
whose great journalistic tradition 

the Herald r ightly praises, and, 
if our information is correct, is 
also Jewish-controlled (as is, of 
course, the Herald itself). 

For   a   thoroughly   tainted   and 
glaringly   biased account of what 
goes on in Fascist countries, and 
particularly    in    anti-Jewish    Ger-
many, we could imagine no better 
sources than   the   (Jewish) Daily 
Herald   and   the   (Jewish) Man-
chester   Guardian.    And   can   you 
see such papers—or Reuters, which 
we are given to understand is also 
under   Jewish   control—giving   fair 
play to the Arab struggle against 
the Jews in Palestine?    Or giving 
a   detached   account   of   events   in 
Russia, Spain, China, or    other 
places     where     Communistic     in-
fluences have been so hard at work 
—Communism   being   founded   by 
the   Jew   Marx    (Mordecai) and 
carried on principally by Jews of the 
type of   Bela   Kun   (Cohen), 
Trotsky    (Braunstein) and    Lit-
vinoff   (Finkelstein)?    In passing, 
the name Finkelstein carries a re-
markable association of ideas with 
Fink, the   elderly   Jew   who   con-
trols the all-British Herald. 

While we are on the subject of 
what is tainted and what is anti-
British, we should like to suggest 
to the Herald that it might indulge 
in a little domestic cleaning-up. 
For some time past it has been 
featuring advertisements for a 
show in one of Melbourne 's  
theatres, which has specialised in 
suggestive wording and illustra-
tions. Some days ago, entry into 
the Commonwealth was forbidden 
of certain cheap reprints of a 
Continental painting on the ground 
of indecency. Immediately there-
after the Herald carried for some 
days the following: "Banned! The 
Modigliani Nude—But not at the 
Marcus Show. 30 Great Scenas. 
50 Adorable Allures." We sug-
gest to the Herald that advertis-
ing of this type is very badly 
tainted, and that it is also quite 
foreign to all that is decent in the 
Bri t ish character.  But perhaps 
the all-British trademark does not 
extend to the advertising columns. 
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The following Works by Eimar 
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                                       5/8d posted 
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Sir, —It has always been a mys-
tery to me why the members of 
the Trades Unions have gone on 
year after year accepting condi-
tions which are a negation of all 
they are supposed to be striving 
for .  Why i s  i t  t ha t ,  a l t hough 
the output per worker has in-
creased substantially since the 
Harvester Judgment in 1907, 
neither the employee nor the com-
munity has obtained any benefit 
from it? Instead of getting bene-
fits, the employee finds himself 
with greater insecurity than ever 
and the community with a greater 
millstone of debt. Why have the 
workers been so docile in the face 
of these developments? 

Mr. John Cain's Views  

In the Magazine Section of the 
Argus of November 13, in pride 
of place, there is a laudatory ar-
ticle on John Cain, Leader of the 
Victorian Labor Party, and if the 
contents are typical of the out-
look of the men the workers select 
as  t he i r  " l eader s, " t hen the  
reason for their lack of progress 
is obvious. These "leaders" of 
the workers are leading them into 
the hands of the bankers. 

There were five outstanding 
features in this report of an in-
terview with Mr. Cain, as fol-
lows.:—- 

1. Before him on his table were 
two great piles   of letters labelled 
"Congratulations,” and     he    ad-
mitted that as   "a plain man” he 
likes   to   know   that    he    has   the 
goodwill   expressed   in   those   two 
piles of letters. 

2. He obtains inspiration today 
from   J.   M.   Keynes   as   the   head 
and front of the financial group; 
and   Major   Attlee, Leader   of the 
Labor   Opposition   in   the   House 
of Commons, as the biggest man 
in the political group.    He regards 
these    men    as    "leaders    in    the 
world's thought." 

3. He   must   always   know   what 
is going on at Geneva, in London, 
and in the United States. 

4. Work, and   still   more   work, 
is preferable to higher incomes. 

5. Slums    should   be   abolished, 
but only if finance permits. 

It  is difficult  to bel ieve that 
these are the best ideas we can 
hope to get from this "leader of 
a powerful pol it ical party," but 
the reference he has made to Mr. 
Keynes and Major Attlee as his 
"heroes" and "leaders in the 
world's thought" indicate that it 
would be futile to hope for any-
thing better from him. 

The first feature reminds me of 
another Labor "leader," who, 
though also a "plain man," posed 
specially in London recently for 
Press photographers and had pic-
tures of himself in several of the 
leading newspapers, publicity and 
applause for the "leader" of the 
workers being considered more 
important than a denunciation of 
the factors which keep them in a 
condition of economic slavery. It 
is the same old game of feeding 
the vanity of the spokesmen so 
that they will go on talking the 
orthodox economic rubbish we 
have been hearing for years, quite 
regardless of the fact that the posi-
t ion of those for whom they 
should be speaking is continually 
going from bad to worse. 

The Economists  
The second feature calls attention 
directly to Mr. Keynes and Major 
Att lee, but i t  also brings to mind 
several other significant persons 
associated with them. Mr. Keynes is 
an orthodox economist, somewhat 
more liberal views than most of his 
confreres, but he st il l  submits to 
the finance of the nation being 
under private control,  thus 
showing himself opposed to 
democracy, as i t  is impossible 
to have government by the 
people for the people while the

 

 

people can do only what a pri-
vate monopoly will allow them to 
do. Whatever they do is gov-
erned by the finance available, and 
at present the amount available is 
determined by non-government in-
terests. 

From Mr. Keynes it is only a 
step to Colin Clark, another ortho-
dox economist and a member of 
the British Labor Party. He, too, 
submits to the usurpation by pri-
vate bankers of the prerogative of 
the Crown to issue and control 
the nation's money, and is at pre-
sent in Australia advocating that 
we should go further and further 
in debt to the private banking 
system. Presumably he has per-
sonal contact with Major Attlee, 
and may be regarded as one of his 
"advisors," for Britain is debt-
ridden also. 

From Colin Clark we think of 
Mr. W. B. Reddaway, st i l l  an-
other orthodox economist specially 
brought to Austral ia from the 
Bank of England. This man re-
cently persuaded the Arbitration 
Court to increase wages by 6/- a 
week, well knowing that the bene-
fit of any such increase would im-
mediately be taken away from 
the worker through a r ise in 
prices.  This,  as every fami ly 
man knows, has actually happened. 
He gets 6/-,  and is charged 6/6 
for his food, which means that, 
although he handles more money, 
he gets less for it. That is always 
his experience. 

From Mr. Reddaway we think 
of W. K. McConnell, of the Syd-
ney University, another orthodox 
economist and ex-member of the 
Labor Party, who now writes for 
the Sound Finance League (the 
bankers) against the community 
controlling its own credit. 

From Mr. McConnell our mind 
goes to Professor L. F. Giblin, 
another orthodox economist and ex-
Labor Member of Parliament, but 
now a director of the Com-
monwealth Bank. This man not 
only advocated severe cuts in 
wages when product ion was 
greater than ever, but has taken 
part in enforcing them, and yet 
is still welcomed in Labor circles. 

With Professor Giblin on the 
Commonwealth Bank Board is 
Mr. M. B. Duffy, a person who 
takes a prominent part in shaping 
the policy of the Industrial Move-
ment at the Trades Hall .  This 
man, too, has helped, and is still 
helping, to prevent workers from 
getting their just share of pro-
duct ion.  Mr .  Duffy,  I under-
stand, is taking a leading part in 
the "Lang Must Go" campaign, 
thus helping to split the Labor 
Movement in the interests of the 
Money Monopoly. Apparently, 
Mr. Lang must go, because he is 
for  the workers against  the 
bankers. 

All these economists are asso-
ciated with a Chair at the Uni-
versity endowed by the banks, 
while Mr. Duffy is associated with 
the bankers through his appoint-
ment to the Board of the Com-
monwealth Bank. Every one of 
these men is endeavouring to keep 
the bulk of the people in a state 
of mesmerism about the origin and 
control of Australian money. Con-
sider the activities of each one of 
them separately, and see whether 
you can find any occasion when 
he has explained to the 
workingmen why it is that they 
keep going round in circles and 
get no better off. 

With men of the type of Keynes 
and Clark around him, i t  is not 
a matter for wonder that Major 
Att lee and the Br i t i sh Labor 
Party have accomplished so little 
for the British workers, of whom 
some 20 millions have less than 
6/- a week to spend on food. 
Food is, of course, plentiful, but 
the poor beggars can’t get 
sufficient 
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money to buy it. Yet Major  
At t lee is just as si lent about 
the cause of this disgraceful state 
of affairs as Mr. Keynes, Mr. Cain, 
and all the others mentioned of like 
mind. 

Eyes on the Ends of the 
Earth  

The third feature reveals that 
Mr. Cain, l ike so many other 
Labor "leaders," is more con-
cerned about what is going on 
elsewhere than in his own coun-
t ry.  What  goes on at  Geneva,  
in London, or in the United States 
should have nothing to do with 
the quantity of Australian money 
that shal l  be made available to 
the Aust ra l ian people.  That is 
a matter, which should be gov-
erned by the goods produced in 
Australia, and, until we have the 
sense to apply this principle, then 
the workingman must inevitably 
remain a slave. 

Work Before Freedom  

The fourth feature is appalling. 
We are told that ignorant slaves 
are happier and preferable to in-
tel l igent free men. It  is better, 
in Mr. Cain's opinion, to keep the 
workers in a state of poverty with 
plenty of work to sing and laugh 
over than to increase their incomes 
and encourage them to purchase 
the products of science and ma-
chinery. 

May I quote from the Argus 
as follows: — 

"Are the workers happier to-
day?" 'Mr. Cain's eyes flashed. 
"Make no mistake. It takes more 
than affluence to make happiness. 
I often tell this story. There was 
once a poor boot maker who was 
so happy that he laughed and sang 
at his work. A millionaire brought 
him his boots to mend because he 
wanted to help such a splendid 
fel low. "Take them back," said 
the boot maker; "they don't need 
mending." The millionaire still 
wanted to help, so he sent the 
boot maker a £100 note. The 
boot mender had never seen one 
before.  He accepted i t  wi th 
thanks and guarded it; but he was 
always having to think of a safe 
place for it, and at last, unhappy 
and exasperated, he sent it  back 
to the mil l ionaire. "Here, keep 
your note," he said; "I haven't had 
a moment's peace since I got it." 
Mr. Cain thinks that there is a 
lot of political philosophy in that 
story." 

It never occurred to the poor 
fool boot maker that the £100 note 
was given to be spent; that other-
wise it would be useless, and that 
i t  was never  meant  t o be  
"guarded" or put in a safe place. 
He did not understand that it was 
only a ticket of claim, and the 
millionaire did not tell him! He 
was allowed to believe that it was 
some holy and precious thing to 
be handled gently and to be care-
fully preserved, just as thousands 
of workers are also being en-
couraged to believe in this twen-
tieth century. Mr. Cain suggests 
that it is better to keep the worker 
and his family financially poor 
than to remove their ignorance 
about the nature, purpose, origin, 
and control of Australian money. 
And he is heralded as the "leader" 
of the Victorian Labor Party! 

Slums and   Finance  

The fifth feature confirms the 
reasonableness of the foregoing 
criticism. Mr. Cain says he is 
opposed to slums, but thinks 
finance is more important than 

 

good housing.  "We may have 
to provide a fund," he says, "to 
make up the difference between 
the economic rent and the amount 
some people will be able to pay." 
If Mr. Cain were actually paid by 
the bankers, he could hardly do 
thei r work bet ter.  What  is a 
"fund"? What does it consist of? 
What would i t  look l ike i f we 
could see i t? It  is obvious that 
what we actually need for the 
abolition of slums are land, build-
ing materials and labour, of which 
there is abundance. If i t  is only 
a "fund" that prevents our making 
use of these things, why are we 
doing nothing to produce the 
fund? Are we short of it because 
it is made of something we have to 
import and cannot make ourselves? 
The t ruth is that  a fund is 
nothing more real than entries in 
a book, but Mr. Cain still clings 
to the pagan idea that these entries 
are more important than human 
beings and their living 
condit ions. So long as we submit 
to this insanity, we submit 
inescapably to the continuance of 
the existing unchristian conditions 
and to rule by the private banker. 

Standardisation  

If the foregoing were not suf-
ficient to condemn Mr. Cain, then 
another part of feature 5 supplies 
the deficiency. He said, 
"Standardisation will help by re-
ducing the cost of building." This 
means that the buildings are to be 
brought down to a financial basis 
imposed by the money monopoly, 
whereas the buildings should be of 
a nature that  would provide 
homes for the people and the 
finances should be made equal to 
these requirements. According to 
Mr. Cain, however, our workers 
must not have homes of their own 
choice, but must be regimented 
into barracks, for that is what 
standardisation would mean. 

What   the Worker 
Must   Decide  

The question every worker must 
decide is whether he is content to 
go on having every increase in his 
income taken from him through 
higher prices, or whether he is 
going to demand an increasing 
share of the expanding quantity 
of goods. If the former, then he 
should continue as he has been 
going; but if the latter, then he 
must either get rid of leaders of 
the Cain type or bring about a 
radical change in their ideas and 
actions. 

It stands to reason that if the 
worker is granted an increase in 
his wages his employer must 
charge more for his goods in order 
to pay the increase; but if the 
worker received a payment direct 
from the Treasury or the Com- 

 
 

Every advocate of monetary 
reform knows that his greatest 
obstacle is the deliberately 
fostered and widespread 
opinion that monetary prin-
ciples cannot be understood 
except by experts. The Story 
of Money has been written to 
explode that false belief, and to 
set out in the simplest and 
clearest of language just how 
our money system is operated 
and where and why it fails to 
work. 

Its   contents   include.:   The 
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monwealth Bank, which did not 
have to go through the books of 
the employer, then there would 
be no excuse for increasing prices, 
and the worker would have the 
wherewithal to demand a greater 
share of goods. There is no other 
way, but it is impossible to ar-
range this while the private money 
monopoly is permitted to dictate 
how much Australian money shall 
be brought into existence and to 
reduce the quantity at will. The 
Commonwealth Government must 
issue its own money on the basis 
of the community's production 
with regular equation with prices. 
When this is done, payments can 
be made as indicated, and every-
one will benefit. 

Workers,  what  about  i t? If  
you want it you must demand it 
from your Federal Parliament, 
which alone has the power to 
rectify matters. If you want con-
ditions rectified, then you should 
get in touch immediately with the 
U.E.A., and lend a hand in the 
splendid work being done by that 
organisation. 

Yours   faithfully, 

BRUCE H BROWN 

10 Parkside-street, 
Malvern, S.E.4. 
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beginnings of money; the 
coinage; the banknote and 
fixed deposit; the structure 
of Australia's money system; 
how bank credit is supplied 
and cancelled, and why it is 
inefficient and insufficient; 
the velocity of money; how 
in te r na t iona l  t r ad e i s  
financed; international loans; 
the flight of capital; Australia's 
money monopoly and how it is 
composed; the need to finance 
consumers; the national 
dividend, its meaning and 
justification. 
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You must wake and call me early; 
call me early, mother dear;  

Tomorrow 'll be the happiest day of 
all this rotten year,  
For the   Argus    will    have    some 
news, mother—the    first     time 

that it 's had;  
And won’t the   Herald be angry, 
mother, and won't Sir Keith go 

mad ? 

There'll   be   many   a   black, black 
eye, they say, but none so black 
as  Keith's,  

For the Argus seems to have the 
idea  that   it's   only   a  matter   of 
wreaths;  

But   the   feeling   is   in   my   heart, 
mother    (though    the    time    is 
overripe  

For   a   decent   cable   service) that 
we'll still get the same old tripe. 

We’ll still get the same old tripe, 
mother, that we've had for many 
years,  

And we'll hear what the gangsters 
overseas will allow to reach our 
ears ; 

 If the Reds who made a hell of 
Spain must be canonised by the 
Press,  

The     crowd     that     controls    the 
cables, mother, will tell  us what 
names to bless. 

If Stalin starts another purge and 
bumps his colleagues off,  

We'll   only   learn   if   we   have    to 
cheer   or   whether   we   have   to 
scoff ;  

And if we must go to war, mother, 
we'll learn that we have to go; 

But why, or for whom, or in what 
 

The outstanding appeal in Mr. 
Justice Doggebiskit's list today was 
that of Joseph Ignatius Swogwhistle, 
who appealed against a sentence of 
fifteen years' imprisonment and a 
flogging, imposed on him by Mr. 
Hogwash, P.M., on his conviction for 
using insulting words in a public place. 

Constable Heliogabalus had de-
posed that the appellant, in the public 
street, had told him, the constable, to 
"go to hell." No evidence had been 
offered for the defence. Thereupon the 
magistrate had convicted 
Swogwhistle, and inflicted the penalty 
above set out. From this conviction 
and sentence the defendant (appellant) 
now appealed. 

Mr. Dimwit, K.C., on behalf of the 
appellant, argued that the words used 
constituted no offence, as the mere 
statement that a man could ''go to hell" 
meant nothing, and therefore the 
words must be treated as a nullity. He 
quoted many legal decisions in 
support of his argument, and referred 
to the well-known maxim, Nudum 
Pactum ex quo non oritur actio. He 
contended that the principle there-in 
stated was one that applied to the 
present case and, as there was no such 
place as hell, no action could arise, 
and no offence could be created

 cause, I   doubt    if    we'll    ever 
know. 

Do you think we shall ever read, 
mother, why British troops sup-
press 

The poor unfortunate Waziris, and 
shall we learn from the Press 

Why Franco 's lads who were 
"Rebels" when it seemed that 
their cause was lost 

Should now be described as "Na-
tionalists" when it's certain the 
Reds are tossed? * 

I 'm cer tain we'll hear again, 
mother, how England won the 
war, 

And finished some thousand mil-
lions of pounds worse off than 
she was before; 

But to whom that money is owing, 
mother, and who does well in a 
war, 

Are matters that will be left alone, 
as they've always been before. 

But   it's   nice   to   see   them argue, 
mother,  no  matter  what  people 
say,  

For   both the   Argus and Herald 
are  keen  to  be   Queen   of  the 
Bray.  

I haven't yet heard from the Age, 
mother,   but   I   think   they   are 
three of a type,  

And   we'll   still   get   the   same   old 
tr ipe, mother, we'll still get the 
same old tripe. 

* I must apologise for this, but 
I can't think of any other rhyme 
and I haven't time to rewrite the 
verse. Besides, this was how I 
dreamt it. —W.B. 

 

by the appellant's insistence that 
the informant should go to a place 
which did not exist. 

His Honour: "Do you say there is 
no such place as hell, Mr. Dimwit?" 

Mr. Dimwit: "I say, your Honour, 
that whatever the position may have 
been in the past, there is no such 
place now. Hell was judicially 
abolished by Judge Foster in the 
County Court at Melbourne in the 
year 1935, when the learned Judge 
informed a small boy that there was 
no such place." 

His Honour: "That would seem to 
be conclusive, but I would like to 
hear what Mr. Hoggleswart, who 
appears for the Crown, has to say." 

Mr. Hoggleswart, K.C.: "I can 
only say, your Honour, that Mr. 
Dimwit has not given you all the 
facts. It is true that Judge Foster 
abolished hell, but he restored it. I 
tender to your Honour a copy of the 
Melbourne Sun, in which the learned 
Judge is reported as having stated 
that he and others had been accused 
of acting with Communists in their 
efforts to promote peace. The Judge 
had then, according to the report, 
gone on to say that he would accept 
the aid of the devil himself if the 
devil were working for peace.  

For centuries we have been led to 
believe that England had a 
practical monopoly of the spirit 
of fair play. It was something ap-
parently that grew out of the soil, 
for  those of  English bir th and 
blood failed to retain it if  long 
enough removed from the country 
of their origin. For instance, we 
do not ascribe it to Americans, but 
of course that may be due to the 
pernicious mixture of the blood of 
foreigners. 

In view of many recent happen-
ings, however, it may be ques-
t ioned whether  the t imeworn 
claim has any longer any validity. 
The manner in which a lawful and 
popular king was hustled off his 
throne, and the extremely unsports-
manlike, not to say shabby and 
disreputable way in which this dig-
nified and unoffending gentleman 
has been persecuted ever since is 
a scath ing commentary on the 
spirit of Brit ish fair play. There 
was something very slimy in the 
way in which the whole thing was 
done, followed by the attempt to 
prevent him from broadcasting his 
farewell to his people, and the 
subsequent ban on that broadcast 
in Great Britain; then the mud-
slinging from pulpit and press, 
even after he had quietly and un-
ostentatiously removed himself 
from home, family and many dear 
associations and passed into his 
lonely exile. 

One would have thought that 
malice and vindictiveness would 

 

Now, your Honour, the learned 
Judge has conceded the existence 
of the devil, for a Judge would not 
use such terms lightly; it is 
obvious that the devil must have 
some place of residence, and, 
although the critics of the legal 
profession contend that he spends 
all his time among the lawyers, I 
think it safe for your Honour to 
assume that he must have a place 
to sleep in at night. Therefore, 
your Honour, the concession of 
the existence of the devil connotes 
the existence of hell as being the 
home residence or domicile of the 
devil; and I contend that Judge 
Foster must be taken to have re-
stored hell to that honoured and 
respected position which it formerly 
occupied in every Christian com-
munity." 

His Honour: "That argument 
seems convincing to me. What have 
you to say, Mr. Dimwit?" 

Mr. Dimwit: "I was unaware of 
the learned Judge's subsequent de-
cision and I am not at all certain 
that it is conclusive. In the first 
place, Judge Foster's statement 
would appear to be, not a judicial 
decision, but  by way of  obi ter  
d icta only. Your Honour is, of 
course, aware of the definition of 
obiter dicta* by the late Lord Jus-
tice Bowen— 

His Honour: "Yes; I know it, 
Mr. Dimwit. Proceed." 

Mr. Dimwit: "Thank you, your 
Honour. In the second place, the 
alleged offence was committed in 
the interval between the abolition 
of hell by Judge Foster and its 
restorat ion (if  any) , so that  it 
would appear that at all relevant 
times hell had no existence what-
soever. I would like an adjourn-
ment of seven days in order to 
consider the legal aspect of this 
matter." 

His Honour: "That 
application is granted, Mr. 
Dimwit." 

The Court then adjourned for 
seven days. 
*This phrase, obiter dicta, is some-

what incomprehensible to those of us 
who are not lawyers. We have there-
fore sought the assistance of our legal 
correspondent, Mr. William Blackstone. 
He informs us that among lawyers the 
relevant part of any decision of a 
competent court that is binding upon an 
inferior court is referred to as the ratio 
decidendi. The bunk is referred to as 
obiter dicta – meaning remarks passed 
on the side. The reference to Bowen L.J. 
was apparently obvious to Mr. Justice 
Doggebiskit, but may not be know to 
our readers. Bowen’s famous definition 
of obiter dicta was: “A gratuitous 
impertinence which binds nobody least 
of all him who utters it.” 

- Ed., N.T. 

have ended here; but no. If his 
marr iage by an of ficer of  the 
church to which he belonged could 
have been prevented, it certainly 
would have been done. The only 
sportsman in the mean crowd of 
vilif iers who came to his rescue 
on that occasion found it wiser to 
leave his native country also, and 
live overseas. 

* * * 
It  d id not end here. A h igh 

official of the English Court takes 
the occasion of a public dinner to 
sling some more mud. He in-
forms the guests that the funeral 
of King George was robbed of its 
dignity and ceremonial significance 
by the act ion of  the Duke of  
Windsor who insisted on rushing 
it through. We are not told that 
any voice was raised on that occa-
sion or subsequently to kill this 
slander. It was left for the tor-
mented ex-King to publicly refute 
it himself, and to explain that the 
ceremonial time had been short-
ened by the express desire of the 
widowed Queen, who felt herself 
unable to  bear so long a s train 
on her emotions. 

Did the Queen Mother refute 
the lie to ld at the banquet? Did 
the King's successor do so, or  
others present on the occasion of 
the funeral preparations, who must 
have known the truth, offer a re-
buke or protest? English stand-
ards must have changed. 

The rule now appears to  be 
"When a man is down, kick him," 
even if no fault can justly be at-
tr ibuted to him. He is down, that 
is enough, and therefore fair game. 
Yet how these cowardly traducers 
must have bowed and fawned and 
scraped to him in the hour of his 
glory! One wonders whether he 
has any faith left in mankind. It 
is rather satisfactory to note that 
the high official in question excused 
himself from attending another 
dinner soon after his lie was thrown 
back at him, because the Duke of 
Kent (who appears to be the best 
of the crowd) was to be present. 
It certainly would have been awk-
ward. 

Then we have the man who has 
never failed to show his sincere 
sympathy wit h  t he work ing  
classes prevented from going to 
the United States—though his pur-
pose is to study those matters that 
make for the improved conditions 
of workers—by that very class that 
he has set  out  t o  help , even 
though he has lost  a throne in 
order to wed their countrywoman! 

But a worse slap in the face 
than that  awaits  h im. Another  
mean Caiaphas, anxious to follow 
the noble example of the head of 
his church, denies him, a war 
veteran, the right to attend an 
Armistice Day service. Apparently 
his presence would pollute the 
sacred precincts. Was the same 
ban placed on other divorced per-
sons, or those who had married 
divorced persons, on that or any 
other occasion? Does the marry-
ing of a divorced person mean ex-
communication? If so, why is it 
not generally enforced? But this 
alleged follower of the Prince of 
Peace, who appears at the service 
with six medals on his surplice, 
concentrates his ban on one person 
only, his late King, for whom he 
had offered prayers on hundreds 
of occasions, and of whom he had 
adjured the Almighty countless 
times to allow him "long to reign 
over us." 

*  * * 
A woman said to me recently, "No, 

I do not sing the National Anthem any 
more, because although millions of 
people bawled it for years, none of 
them made the least attempt to save 
him when he was thrown to the 
wolves. So why should we be 
hypocrites and go on singing, God 
Save the King, for clearly we don’t 
mean it?” 

The crowning touch, however, has 
yet to be added. 

Mr. Herbert Morrison, a Labor 
M.P., is author of this choice 
utterance: “The choice before former 
kings is either to fade out of the public 

 

 

eye or be a nuisance. It is a hard 
choice for one of the Duke's 
temperament, but it is a pity that he 
has chosen to continue his public 
activities. He cannot complain, 
therefore, if his movements are subject 
to critical comment. Either the Duke's 
advisers are very bad, or he will not 
accept sound counsel." 

Is not this a gem? Is it not a shining 
example of British fair play? First, we 
are told that the once-adored and 
flattered monarch is a public nuisance, 
and can only cease to be one when he 
becomes a frivolous nonentity. Then, 
because he was too much of a man to 
be a King of England, he must cease 
all attempts to do service to his fellow 
human beings. He should, we assume, 
confine his activities to the racetrack 
at Auteuil or the Casino at Monte 
Carlo. 

Then, although a mature man of 40-
odd, he needs "advisers" to tell him 
how he should shape his life, and it is 
clear that (since he is bent on the 
foolish idea of raising the standard of 
human life) they are "bad" advisers, or 
worse—that is, they are not bad, he is 
too pig-headed to pay attention ot their 
wise counsels. And last, “he cannot 
complain.” Has he complained, though 
no man on earth has a better right to? 
How nobly are they served who desire 
to serve others! For the rest, had we 
not better, for very shame’s sake, 
cease talking about British “fair play”? 

ENGLISHMEN   AND   FAIR   PLAY  

By LEONORA POLKINGHORNE 

WHO'S TO BE QUEEN OF THE BRAY? 

By W. BLACKSTONE. 

[Note to Ed itor. —I not ice with deep regret  the dir ty 
jabs that are being exchanged (with journalistic gentility) 
between the Argus and the Herald over the question of the 
independent cable service. Before I went to bed last night I re-
read the Argus on its service—"very too much laudatory," as 
my f r iend ,  Mr.  Soitch i It ur ts ,  would  say.  From the 
Herald I got  the fo llowing: —” . . . the world  is combed for 
news which is intelligently presented without bias or colour-
ing" (sic, or, in the circumstances, should the proper word be 
"sick"?) . For some relief I turned to my o ld friend Tenny-
son, and this line met my eye: 

"There's many a black, black eye, they say…."  
Whether it was this combination, or whether it was the 

crayfish and bottle of beer, I am unable to state, but the 
following doggerel came to me in my sleep. If I remember 
rightly, a similar phenomenon marked the writ ing of the late 
(very late) Mr. Coler idge's  "Kubla Khan," but , whereas Mr. 
Coler idge was unrepentant, I must apologise to the shade, 
memory, and executors ( if any) of the late Lord Tennyson, 
and also express my regret  to your readers ( if any); but  the 
thing has been done now, so it  is  too late to  t ry and undo 
it .]  

A CASE FROM THE DING BAT 
COURTS 

' IS THERE A HELL?"—LEGAL DIFFICULTIES  

("New Times" Independent Cable Service.)  

New Times 
SHOPPING 

GUIDE 

MELBOURNE (Cont.)  
(Continued from page 3.) 

LADIES' Hairdresser. Haw. 5605. 
'Burnie  Salon,"  81  Cotham  Ku.  
M. J. MARTIN, 157 High St. Haw. 
37U4.   Shoe  Store,  Shoe  Repairs.
MOTOR GARAGE.    Kew Junction 
Service  Station,  Cr.  High  &  Den-
mark Streets.     Haw. 6457.  
RADIO EXPERT.   J. G. Littlewood, 
267  High  St.     Also  Elec.  Applncs.

KEW EAST. 
WATCH, CLOCK. & JEWELLERY
REPAIRS. 1. Pink, 16 Oswin St. 
WICKER  & Pram Repairs. L. Pavitt, 2 
Hale St. Pick up and deliver. 

MORELAND.  
BOOT   REPAIRS.    J.   T.   Nolan, 
Holmes St., 4 drs.  Moreland Rd. 

NORTHCOTE.  
GRAY   &   JOHNSON    Pty.   Ltd. 
Leading Land and Estate Agents. 
742 High Street, Thornbury. 

PARKDALE.   
RADIO REPAIRS AND SALES. 
C. Barnett, 19 Herbert St.   XW2J131.

SANDRINGHAM.  
 A. R. RYAN. SHOE REPAIRS. 
Opp. Stn. Tennis Racquet Repairs 
BIGGS & LOMAS , Tailors.   First-
class Workmaship.    Suit Club. 
CONFECTIONERY and SMOKES . 
Gibson's, Bay Rd., opp. Theatre. 
GROCERS, McKAY & WHITE.  
Bay Rd., opp. Theatre.   XW  1924. 
HAIRDRESSER  and  Tobacconist, 
A. E. Giddings, 13 Station St. 
HOME MADE CAKES. F. 
TAYLOR. 21 Bay Rd. XW2048. 
LIBRARY , 5000 BOOKS. COUTIE'S  
NEWSAGENCY. 

ST.  KILDA.   
HARVEY'S COFFEE GARDEN.  
Sweets.   Smokes.    227 Barkly Street

SPRINGVALE . 
 DAIRY , M. Bowler. Buckingham 
Ave.  
R. MACKAY & SONS. 
General  Storekeepers.   UM 9269. 

WILLIAMSTOWN. 
 DON B. FISKEN, Baker. 122 
Douglas Parade. 
DUNSTAN,  DAIRYMAN . 28 
Station Rd. 'Phone, W'town 124. 
HAIRDRESSER  and  Tobacconist. 
C. Tomkins, 165 Nelson PL, 76 Fer-
guson St. 

WINDSOR. 
E. COOKE , 49 Chapel St. W. 8044. 
High Class Butcher  (Cash). 
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VICTORIA 
Electors of Australia, do you 

ever review the vast development 
we have wrought in Australia, and 
the wealth we are producing, and 
which we can progressively in-
crease? A little more than a life-
time ago, Melbourne did not exist. 
When we gaze at this ci ty, with 
its noble buildings and beautiful 
garden suburbs, the pride of accom-
plishment stirs one—the thought of 
the ingenuity and constructiveness 
of man is balm to our self-esteem. 
But how appalling and disconcerting 
to our intelligence is the other 
aspect,  when we gaze at  the 
poverty and insecurity of 90 per 
cent, of the people who helped 
bring this city to what it is, and 
produced the visible and invisible 
wealth of the nation! Has it ever 
occurred to you that we are per-
mitting precious moments of hap-
piness to flit by for no other reason 
than that we are not exercising 
our right to utilise the phenomenal 
wealth which we, in association, 
have brought into being? 

Such silliness is beyond under-
standing. What is the matter with 
us? 

Now, never mind about what is 
the matter with the other fellow. 
Let us find out what is the matter 
with one's self,  and when we do 
that we will be close to under-
standing what is the matter with 
all of us. We all know there is 
something wrong. One of our 
main troubles is that we are wait-
ing for the other fellow to do some-
thing about it. We deride and re-
buke him for being apathetic; we 
cal l  him a fool  for putt ing up 
with existing conditions; we even 
go so far as to say that he de-
serves what he is getting—and we 
are oblivious to the fact that we 
are looking into a mirror. Ad-
mittedly we, the people, are fool-
ish in accepting conditions as they 
are, but there are degrees of fool-
ishness reaching to culpability and 
criminality. 

When one is unaware of the 
cause, effect and cure of the exist-
ing unsatisfactory state of our 
social order, one can be classed as 
an ignorant fool, requiring help 
and enlightenment; but those who 
have an inkling of what is wrong, 
and those who definitely know, and 
who are waiting on the other fel-
low to do something, are willful 
fools, and are eligible for a less 
enviable classification. If self-
respect is to be retained, there is 
no shirking of responsibility in this 
matter. On enlightenment one's 
duty is clear: to enlighten the 
lesser fools and to see that they 
do not lapse into the greater ones 
by remaining inactive. 

Readers of this column are most-
ly more or less enlightened, and 
may consider this week's contribu-
tion rather scathing; but decidedly 
it is not, except where the cap fits. 

Each week, for the benefit of 
new readers, a condensed explana-
t ion of the U.E.A, and of the 
Electoral Campaign is 
incorporated in the introduction to 
the Campaign Notes. This week we 
will simply state them as follows:  
We know that plenty exists; 
therefore, there is no need for 
poverty or economic insecurity. 
Parliament was brought into being 
for the sole purpose of bringing 
into effect the will of the people. 
Pol i t icians are elected to re-
present in Parliament that which 
the people require it to bring into 
effect. The United Electors of 
Australia (Non-Party) is a co-
ordinating factor in the self-effort 
of electors to convey to their Mem-
bers what it is they wish them to re-
present in Parliament for Par-
liament to enact. The U.E.A, has 
made available Demand and Un-
dertaking forms which, when 
signed by sufficient numbers of 
electors, convey in a clear, 
decisive form instructions to 
Parliamentarians. It is the duty of 
every elector to acquaint his or 
her friends and acquaintances 
with the simple ideas set out 
above, and to obtain their 
signatures to forms, and also to 
receive a promise from them 

 that they, in turn, will pass the 
idea along. 
Eric    Butler    reports    himself as 

being sun-browned, swarthy and fit 
for the fray.   He has been busy 
visiting various towns, making per-
sonal contact and paving the way 
for meetings.    A big meeting was 
held     at     Benalla     on     Tuesday, 
November   16.     We have not re-
ceived a report of it, but can con-
fidently assert that it was a success. 
The Rev. Wilkinson occupied the 
chair and he had arranged pre-
viously that the churches announce 
the meeting from the pulpit.    Eric 
reports that he had arranged with 
a few enthusiasts that an official 
Group be formed at this important 
centre, and work be systematically 
taken in hand from now on.  Eric 
will be in Melbourne on Friday to 
attend   a   special   meeting   of   the 
Youth Movement.    He will go up 
to Whittlesea on Tuesday, Novem-
ber   23, to   address   an   organised 
meeting.      Then   he   is   going   to 
Gippsland   for   a   few   days   before 
leaving   for   the    North, through 
Donald, Ouyen and Mildura. From 
Mildura over to Swan Hill, Kerang, 
Mitiamo, Lockington.     Thence to 
Wangaratta.      The   country   press 
will   be   reporting   these   meetings, 
with   special   articles   prepared   by 
Eric.      He    has    faith    that    the 
ravens will appear—he has not the 
wherewithal, otherwise, to    help him 
on the way.    Supporters don't fail 
to take this into consideration. 
Miss Josie Robinson is another 
Youth   Crusader   taking   the   field. 
She has been twice to Werribee this 
week, making arrangements for a 
meeting.    Leaflets are in the hands 
of business people, with whom she 
has   arranged   distribution   to their 
customers.     This move cannot be 
commended     too     highly.       Miss 
Robinson is giving her weekends 
and evenings to solid work in the 
cause of youth; daylight hours dur-
ing the week are not her own, and 
it is only youth’s energy, coupled 
with sincerity, that enables her to 
meet the strain.    May her example 
stir youth to action in their own 
interests. 

Dr. John Dale, City Health 
Officer, will give an opening ad-
dress at Werribee, and introduce 
Miss Robinson at this, her first 
meeting, in her crusade through the 
electorate of Corio. The meeting 
will be held in the Presbyterian 
Hall, Werribee, on Monday even-
ing, November 22. 

Organising in certain elec-
torates is being quietly undertaken, 
and U.E.A.-ites can rest assured 
that we are shaping into a solid 
position. 

Last week you wrote to your 
State Member (did you?); this 
week don't let one Federal Mem-
ber escape. The effrontery of 
flaunting undisguised dictatorship 
for everyone to see cannot be per-
mitted to pass unchallenged in a 
democracy. Is the consideration 
of the nation's financial require-
ments—its very lifeblood—of such 
little importance that the State 
Premiers can be so more urgently 
engaged as to cancel the meeting 
of the Loan Council? Telegraphic 
messages wil l  be sent to the 
Premiers acquainting them with the 
amount allotted to their respective 
States. From whence do the mes-
sages originate? And there is the 
little matter about the allotting. Is 
it possible that certain Premiers 
are making the farce and swindle 
of Governments borrowing their 
own money too public by their 
attacks when in Council, and that 
autocratic action is taken to pre-
vent them by not holding the 
meeting? Write to your Member 
and ask for an explanation. 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA  

Adelaide Division. —As a result 
of the elections, the Adelaide 
Division is able to report progress. 
Mr. F. H. Stacey signed an un-
dertaking to bring forward and 
announce in the House – i .e.,  to 
“re-present” – any demand 
which a majori ty of his electors 
might from t ime to t ime make, 
and to keep this demand 
constantly be-fore Parl iament, 
provided only that such demand 
or demands shal l be reasonable,

 physically possible, and 
constitutional. By his action Mr. 
Stacey has shown himself to be 
what is known in E.C. circles as 
"a proper democrat." Though 
electoral campaigners at this 
election played a relatively small 
part in the election, all Adelaide 
Division democrats can rejoice at 
the victory. We are not concerned 
about Mr. Stacey's party 
affiliations, religion, private 
business, or personal opinions. He 
must be left as free as we desire 
to be ourselves. By his expressed 
attitude and his victory, he has 
fulfilled his part so far as we are 
concerned. As our elected repre-
sentat ive or servant , he now 
awai ts our orders. It  i s for  us 
to give him those orders—i.e., to 
declare our policy, say what we 
want or state what is required in 
terms of our agreement with him. 
We must place him in the enviable 
position of one having authority 
and power—the power of a demo-
crat ic majori ty of his electors, 
than which power there is none 
greater in this world. From now 
on the responsibility is ours. 

One other point! Mr. Stacey 
will never be asked to take orders 
from the Electoral Campaigners. 
All demands to him must go from 
a majority of his electors. 

The function of the Electoral 
Campaigners is threefold: 

1. To   clarify   and   unify   a   de-
mand for   results   (e.g., the aboli-
tion of poverty); 

2. To protect the member from 
any   interference   by   groups   other 
than   a   majority   of   his   electors; 
and 

3. To advise him so soon as a 
majority   of   his   people   have   
declared   a policy   for him to   bring 
and     keep     before    the    Federal 
House. 

The responsibility, therefore, 
rests with the awakened electors 
of the Adelaide Division. 

Beetle Party. —A Beetle Party 
arranged by Mrs. Charles Baker 
and Mrs. Reg. Crick, will be held 
in the clubrooms on November 
25,  a t  8 p.m. ,  in a id of the 
Women's Auxiliary funds. 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA  
The Federal elections are over 

and campaigners all over Aus-
tral ia wi l l now be expected to 
carry on with the vital programme 
of getting the demand-results 
propaganda over to the masses, 
who have now shown conclusively 
that they are waiting for the lead 
which only the Electoral Campaign 
can give them. 

The impact of the Campaign 
on the people is shown in the elec-
tion results, which mean that the 
people are realising at last the 
stupidity of changing from one 
party government to another in 
the attempt to obtain economic 
security. Economic security can 
be obtained as soon as a majority 
says definitely they want it irre-
spective of the party in power. 
The only reforms worthwhile 
have come from outside Parlia-
ment; pressure politics will give 
Australians what they require. 

The Electoral Campaign groups 
throughout West Australia will do 
an immense service by holding 
small house meetings in every 
street where i t is possible to do 
so. Two hours spent talking per-
sonally to, say, a dozen persons 
is of more value than public meet-
ings, which are mostly unsatisfac-
tory, although public meetings as 
such must be taken advantage of 
and exploited as far as possible. 

Important to Al l  Groups, Etc. 
—All groups and branches are 
requested to noti fy headquar-
ters as soon as possible of the 
names of all group officers, the 
place, day and hour of meeting, 
for headquarters records. 

Liberty Fair.  — Liberty Fair 
was opened by the president of 
the Wheatgrowers' Union, Mr. T. 
H. Powell, supported in the chair 
by Mr. R. Rushton, chairman of 
the State Secretariat,  and the 
director of the Electoral 
Campaign, Mr. V. J. Dury. The 
fair was a very del ightful 
function and social ly quite a 
success. The financial returns 
are not yet to hand, but a 
satisfactory balance can be 
looked for.   

The thanks of the State Secre- 

Dr. R. W. Hornabrook, whose 
last-minute independent candida-
ture for Henty was responsible for 
a vote that gave Sir H. Gullett  
the shock of his political life, is 
living up to his name of "the fight-
ing Doctor." He is well into the 
fight to clean up politics—whether 
in the matter of pre-selection of 
candidates by coteries, in the 
loyalty of members to party mach-
ines rather than to their own elec-
tors, in the holding of public com-
pany directorships by Cabinet 
Ministers, or in any other abuse 
that should not be tolerated. 

One of the shocks which his re-
cent candidature gave him was the 
shameless way in which candidates 
for the Representatives sign the 
declaration required by the Elec-
toral Act and affirm that their 
election expenses have not ex-
ceeded £100—a declaration which 
he asserts very few have any 
right to make. We have received 
the following correspondence from 
the Doctor on this subject: — 
The Editor, 

The New Times. 
Sir, —I am enclosing a copy of 

some correspondence dealing with 
the question of electoral expenses. 
In doing so it is not with any in-
tention of making myself a nuis-
ance, but it is with the intention 
of making some effort to clean up 
the rotten position into which we 
have drifted in recent years. Under 
present conditions I am supposed 
to have put up for the recent 
Federal elections with an expendi-
ture of not more than £100, or I 
am supposed to know that not 
more than the above sum has been 
spent on my behalf. Now, to any 
man knowing the facts, it is im-
possible for me without commit-
ting perjury to sign that declara-
tion in its present wording, and 
what applies to myself also applies 
to at least the majority of mem-
bers, from the Prime Minister 
down—it cannot be done. 

What happens is this—these 
men sign the declaration and some 
of them even declare that their ex-
penses have been "ni l"; at the 
same time they are ful ly aware 
that amounts up to several hun-
dreds have been spent in their in-
terests. If they are not aware of 

tariat are extended to all those 
wonderful women workers who 
worked so hard, and also to the 
male members who gave so freely 
of their services in erecting and 
pul l ing down the various stal ls 
and in the hundred-and-one jobs 
attached to organising the fair. 

President 's Fund - - Wil l  al l 
who are prepared to support the 
above fund or who know of any 
person who would be willing to 
subscribe let headquarters know 
as soon as possible? It  is im-
portant that headquarters be re-
lieved of as much financial strain 
as possible so as to increase the 
efficiency of the Secretariat. Men 
and women of goodwill are needed 
—men and women of vision who 
are wanting Christianity to be-
come a force in the life of the 
community. This is the way you 
can help. Do it  now. 

New Groups. - - By the last 
mail advice has been received from 
Mr. J. S. Rooke, Geraldton, that 
a group has been formed there. 
Mr. Walker, chairman, and Mr. 
J. S. Rooke as secretary, will make 
an efficient executive. Congratu-
lations, Mr. Rooke, on your suc-
cessful organising effort; may 
your group make solid progress. 

It  is hoped to be able to re-
port the formation of new groups 
at Bilbarin and Babakin shortly, 
and so the Campaign spreads and 
grows in strength from day to 
day. To those who are feel ing 
weary, to those who are 
despairing let this news of 
fresh groups being formed 
come as a reviving draught. 
Campaigners, just as Gali leo 
said the world moved, so does 
this Campaign grow.

these facts then they reveal a men-
tality that absolutely unfits them 
for being our representatives in the 
Federa l House.  I cannot  put  i t  
in plainer English than that. 

It is about time that the people 
were roused to the absolute neces-
sity for a full inquiry being made 
into the expenses incurred during 
an electoral campaign. I would 
like to see that inquiry start with 
the present Prime Minister as head 
of the Government, and a declara-
tion made on oath. 

At the present time the big 
moneyed interests of the country 
are practically able to buy the votes 
of the people through the hun-
dreds, and, in some cases thous-
ands, of pounds paid into the 
party funds. This certainly does 
not tend to clean politics, nor does 
it lead to clean Government— 
though it may lead to a few 
knighthoods. As at present car-
ried through, the whole question 
of electoral expenses is mere 
camouflage. —Yours faithfully, 
RUPERT W. HORNABROOK, 
38 Hopetoun Road, 

Toorak, 
November 12, 1937. 

COPY OF LETTER FOR-
WARDED TO THE COMMON-

WEALTH   ELECTORAL 
OFFICER   FOR   VICTORIA. 
Dear Sir, —In answer to your 

letter of 9th November, 1937, I 
am returning my papers, giving 
my electoral expenses, but I have 
drawn my pen through the words 
to which I honestly cannot con-
scientiously subscribe as I am fully 
aware that other expenses must 
have been entailed—such as the 
running of motor cars on polling 
day by my friends or supporters. 
I know that these cars cannot be 
run without petrol or drivers and 
that petrol and drivers necessarily 
mean expense. Thanking you. — 
Yours faithfully, 
RUPERT W.   HORNABROOK. 
Australian Club, 

November 11, 1937, 2.30 p.m. 

COPY OF DECLARATION AS 
SIGNED. 

And I do solemnly and sincerely 
declare that this return is true in 
every particular and that except as 
appears by this return I have not 
and no person has with my know-
ledge or authority paid any elec-
toral expense incurred by me or on 
my behalf or in my interest at or 
in connection with the said elec-
tion (the words here printed in 
italics are those through which I 
drew my pen. —R.W.H.) or in-
curred any such expense or any 
liability for any such expense or 
given or promised any reward of-
fice employment or valuable con-
sideration on account or in re-
spect of any such expense. 

R.  W.  HORNABROOK. 
Nov.  11, 1937. 

Witness, F. Hagelthorn, J.P. 

The declaration as at present 
worded is so complicated and in-
volved that it must have been 
compiled by a legal luminary 
notorious for visualising from the 
point of rectitude but seldom com-
mon sense. The declaration is a 
farce and leads to prevarication. — 
R.W.H. 

* * *  
Dr. Hornabrook informs us that 

he wrote personally to the Prime 
Minister on the 16th inst., en-
closing a copy of the declaration 
form.  It  wi l l  be interest ing to 
see just what is Mr. Lyons's re-
action. 

For ourselves we agree with Dr. 
Hornabrook that the majority of 
electors who sign the present 
form must do so in bad faith, and 
that either the limitation of ex-
penses should at once be abolished 
or members who have broken the 
law should be unseated. The subject 
is certainly one for an immediate 
and searching inquiry. 
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