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That the path of a Professor is 
strewn with thorns as well as roses 
is a proposition with which our 
old friend, Professor Copland would 
readily agree. And so would 
Professor S. H. Roberts. Challis 
Professor of History at the Sydney 
University.

Perhaps the outstanding feature of 
the experience of both Professors is 
that rose petals have been liberally 
strewn on their paths by Sir Keith 
Murdoch and the Melbourne 
Herald. It was the prosperity-by -
common-sacrifice (i.e., sacrifice by the 
common people) ramp that put 
Professor Copland on the Herald 
pay roll many years ago. Professor 
Roberts made the grade by a 
series of uncomplimentary remarks 
about Herr Hitler and Aryan 
Germans in general, penned on his 
return to Australia after several 
months spent in Germany enjoying 
German hospitality,

The Professor has now come to 
light with a series of articles on the 
origins of the last World War (the 
1914-1918 one). He draws 
attention to "the terrible analogy 
between those pre-war years and 
to-day." In the prewar period the 
drift to war appeared inevitable. It 
appears inevitable to-day, even in 
spite of the fact that people, at 
least, know what modern warfare 
means.
The Shallowness of 
Professors
A n d  w h a t  a r e  t h e  P r o fe s s o r 's  

c o n c l u s i o n s ?  D o e s  h e  
c o n c l u d e  t h a t  s o m e  
f u n d a m e n t a l  c a u s a t i v e  f a c t o r  
w a s  i n  o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  p r e -
w a r  y e a r s ,  t h a t  i t  o p e r a t e d  
d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r s  o f  w a r f a r e ,  
a n d  t h a t  i t  h a s  r e m a i n e d  i n  
o p e r a t i o n  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  y e a r s  
of    so called peace? Not a bit 
of it.  He fishes round for the 
origins of the last World War in 
the happenings of 1900 to 1914; 
years in which Britain and Ger-
many were ALREADY AT 
WAR. The warfare then was 
political and economic, mainly 
economic. It flowered into 
military warfare in the ripeness 
of time.

What, dear   Professor, drove 
Germany to reach out to Bagh-
dad, to South America and else-
where, to   flood   Australia   and 
other    countries    with     "cheap, 
German goods,” and to try and 
snatch Britain's export markets? 
What   drove   Britain   to   defend 
her markets?

Perhaps we err in asking such 
questions of a Professor, just as 
we would err in asking Profes-
sor Copland what was the real 
origin of the depression? To a 
Professor these events just hap-
pen. They are to be accepted 
as divine visitations, and that is 
that.

Germany did reach out to 
Baghdad. She did start to under-
sel l Brita in on the world's 
markets. She did get Turkey in 
the bag.

Why not simply accept these 
facts and cease to worry busy 
Professorial journalists about 
such stupid matters as causes? 

The Professor is prepared to 
accept these facts as the causes 
of the war, and leave it at that. 
Britain's record was blameless, 
except insofar as she failed to 
tell Germany with brutal plain-
ness that she would fight on the 
side of France. The Professor 
would like to believe that if 
Britain had told the world this 
in 1913 there never would have 
been a World War.

He would like to believe that 
the next conflagration might as 
easily be avoided and that all 
that Britain has to do to avoid 
war is to refuse to regard as 
private any fight started 
anywhere by anyone, but to hop 
right in, like the proverbial 
Irishman. It is difficult to know 
what conclusions a Professor 
will reach when he really warms 

up to his work. The Professor, 
not satisfied with the efforts 
outlined above, proceeded to 
drag out the old chestnut about 
Germany's war guilt. No doubt, 
he will have the blessing of 
Theodore Fink if he is prepared 
to go on record that the guilt 
for the next war as well will  
rest on Germany's shoulders.

The Alternatives Facing 
the Have-Nots

It  is t rue that most of the 
active steps which might lead 
to armed conflict are now being 
initiated by the have-not nations 
—namely, by Germany, Italy 
and Japan. These nations have, 
at some stage, found themselves 
deprived of all the things which 
the international financial sys-
tem forces nations to prize and 
scramble for. They have found 
themselves without export  
markets, without access to raw 
materials, without means of pro-
viding work for their citizens, 
and, in accordance with financial 
rules, consequently unable to 
provide avenues for the distribu-
tion of money to their citizens. 
Britain and America are unable 
to point to the stupidity of this 
assumption that money can be 
distributed only in respect of 
employment, for they themselves 
observe the same rules.
The penalty for loss in the 
scramble for markets and em-
ployment is stagnation, internal 
disruption and eventual extinc-
tion. People in glass houses 
must not throw bricks. The time 
for Britain to censure Germany's 
conduct with any degree of jus-
tice will arrive when Britain puts 
her own financial house in order, 
and shows Germany what can 
be done in the way of distributing 
machine-produced goods 
without insisting on employment 
as the sole possible means of 
providing consumers with neces-
sary money.

Adopting the present rules, 
Germany has had no option but 
to reach out for markets, raw 
materials and employment. She 
has had no option but to re-arm. 
As we have said, failure in the 
economic struggle spells death, 
and the instinct of self-preserva-
tion is so strongly planted in 
man that it is the other fellow's 
life which goes when it comes 
down to a matter of "his li fe 
or mine."

The Autumn 
Manoeuvres

At the time of writing, Ger-
many has one million soldiers in 
uniform, and their exercises are 
being carried out perilously close to 
the Czechoslovakian border. Our 
newspapers fill our ears with stories 
of the efficiency and preparedness 
of the Czech army, and 
alternately with stories of the 
weakness and unpreparedness of 
the Czech army. They put the 
same sort of ballyhoo over in the 
war years, one day telling us that 
one Australian soldier was the 
equal of ten Huns, and the next 
day that our soldiers were fighting 
with unexampled bravery against 
unprecedented odds. It seems 
reasonably clear that if Germany 
decides to step into Czechoslo-
vakia nothing short of world 
war will stop her—that is, if the 
game continues to be played in 
accordance with orthodox rules.

If these rules are to be 
observed, Britain will find that 
she simply cannot pull out of 
the struggle, no matter how fed 
up she is of the stupidity of it 
all.
Changing the Rules

Fortunately, however, it is within 
the power of any country to change 
the rules insofar as its own domestic 
economy is concerned. Britain can, 
if she will, pull out of the struggle 
with absolute safety. All she has to 

d o  i s  t o  p r o v i d e  a  m a r k e t  a t  
h o m e  f o r  a l l  sh e  c a n  p r o d u c e ,  
a n d  f o r  a l l  t h a t  f o r e i g n e r s  c a r e  
t o  p o u r  i n to  h e r  s h o p s  a n d  w a r e -
h o u s e s .  A l l  t h a t  i s  r e q u i r e d  t o  
s e t  u p  t h i s  m a r k e t  i s  a  s t e a d y  
a n d  a d eq u a te  f l o w  o f  m o n e y i n to  
t h e  p o c k e t s  o f  h e r  c i t i z e n s .  
M o n e y  i s  a  t i c k e t ,  a  c o s t l e s s  
cr e a t i o n ,  a  d e v i ce  w h i c h  s h o u ld  
a s s i s t  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  r e a l  
w e a l t h .  B y  m a k i n g  B r i t i s h  
m o n e y a c h ie v e  t h a t  p u r p o s e  i n  
B r i ta i n , t h e  B r it i s h  G o v e rn m e n t  
c o u ld  c u r e  o v e rn i g h t  t h e  t e n s io n  
e x i s t i n g  i n  E u r o p e  a n d  e l s e -
w h e re .

I n  t h e  N a t i o n a l  T a l k  o n  S u n -
d a y  l a s t ,  P r o f e s s o r  M u r d o c h  
c o n c lu d e d  h i s  se r i e s e n t i t le d  " A  
C r e e d  f o r  A u s tr a l ia . "  L i k e  m a n y  
o th e r s , h e  h a s b e e n  g i v i n g  so m e  
th o u g h t  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  u n h a p p y  
s ta te  o f  s o c ie t y ,  a n d  i t  i s  a p p a r -
e n t l y  h i s  o b j e c t  t o  a s s i s t  i n  
b r i n g i n g  a b o u t  s o m e  i m p r o v e -
m e n t  i n  o u r  l o t  b y  f o r m u l a t i n g  
a  " C r e e d "  m a d e  u p  o f  a r t i c l e s  
i n  w h i c h  i s  s e t  o u t  t h e  a t t i t u d e  
w e  s h o u l d  a d o p t  t o w a r d s  t h e  
e v i l s  t h a t  b e s e t  u s .

T h e  f i r s t  e v i l  t o  b e  d e a l t  w i t h  
b y  h i m  w a s  t h a t  o f  w a r .  W h i l e  
a g r e e i n g  t h a t  i t  w a s  a n  e v i l  t o  
b e  e ra d i ca te d , h e  r i g h t l y  p o in te d  
o u t  t h e  e x t r e m e  d i f f i c u l t y  
i n v o l v e d  a n d  t h e  f u t i l i t y  o f  a n y  
e f f o r t s  i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  w h i c h  
fa i l e d  t o  a t ta c k  t h e  h i d d e n  c a u se s  
o f  w a r .

N e x t ,  h e  p l e a d e d  f o r  b e t t e r  
s o c ia l  a n d  e c o n o m i c  c o n d i t i o n s ,  
a n d  t h i s  e n ta i l e d  a  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  
o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  o f  j u s t i ce  a n d  
fre e d o m .

In  t o ta l i t a r i a n  S t a te s , f r e e d o m  
w a s  s u p p r e s s e d  i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  
o f  a  s o - c a l l e d  p u b l i c  g o o d ,  a n d ,  
i n  It a l y  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  t h e r e  h a d  
b e e n  c o n s i d e r a b le  g a i n  o f  m o r e  
t h a n  a  m e r e  m a t e r i a l  k i n d .  B u t  
t h e  l o s s  o f  f re e d o m  w a s  t o o  h i g h  
a  p r i c e  t o  p a y ,  a n d  t o t a l i t a r i a n -
is m ,  t h e r e fo r e , c o u ld  n o t  b e  a  
p e r m a n e n t  a b i d i n g  p l a c e .

I n  t h e  d e m o c r a c i e s ,  t h o u g h  
t h e  p e o p l e  r e t a i n e d  t h e i r  f r e e -
d o m ,  y e t  i t  w a s  a  f r e e d o m  t h a t  
le ft  m u c h  t o  b e  d e s ire d .  G o v e rn -
m e n ts h a d  fa i l e d  t o  s e c u r e  e c o n o -
m i c  w e l l - b e i n g  f o r  t h e  p e o p l e ,  
m a n y  o f  w h o m  w e r e  i n s u f f i -
c i e n t l y  n o u r i s h e d .  A n d  h e r e  
d a n g e r  l a y .  B e c a u s e  o f  t h e  
fa i l u r e  o f  G o v e r n m e n ts  t o  t a k e  
a d e q u a t e  s t e p s  t o  e n s u r e  p r o p e r

T h e  w o r l d  h a s  o n l y  t o  s e e  a  
s i n g le  d e m o n s tr a t i o n  o f  a  sa n e  
e c o n o m i c  a n d  m o n e t a r y  s y s t e m  
i n  o p e r a t i o n  t o  r e a l i s e  t h e  f u l l  
e x t e n t  o f  i t s  p r e s e n t  d e p r a v i t y .

F o r  t h a t  m a t te r ,  t h e  d e m o n -
s tr a t i o n  c o u ld  b e  g i v e n  h e r e  i n  
A u s t ra l ia .

T h e  " e x p e r i m e n t  i s  w o r th  t r y -
i n g ,  e v e n  i f  i t  i s  t r i e d  m e r e l y  t o  
s a v e  S i r  K e i t h  M u r d o c h  f r o m  
t o o  p r o d i g a l  a n  e x p e n d i t u r e  o f  
r o se  p e ta l s  o n  t h o s e  l e a r n e d  P r o -
f e s s o r s ,  w h o s e  f u n c t i o n  i t  w i l l  
b e  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  n e x t  w a r  a n d  
th e  n e x t  d e p re ss io n  t o  t h e  n e x t  
g e n e r a t i o n  ( i f  a n y ) .

li vin g      con d i tion s,     the      pe op le 
m i g h t  b e  g o a d e d  i n t o  F a s c i s m .

H e n ce , fr e e d o m  a lo n e  w a s  n o t  
e n o u g h ;  j u s t i c e  a l s o  w a s  n e c e s -
s a r y — j u s t i c e  i n  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  
o f  w e a l t h  a n d  o f  l e i s u r e ,  a n d  
e q u a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  m a k e  t h e  
b e s t  u s e  o f  l e i s u r e .

A t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  t h e  P r o f e s s o r  
r a i s e d  t h e  q u e s t i o n  w h e th e r  r e -
l i g i o n  o f f e r e d  a n y  s o l u t i o n ,  b u t  
h e  h a d  b e e n  u n a b l e  t o  d i s c o v e r  
t h a t  t h e  C h u r c h e s  g a v e  a  c r e e d  
f i t t e d  f o r  t h e  p r o b l e m s  o f  o u r  
t i m e .  T h e  P o p e ,  i n d e e d ,  h a d  
s a i d  m u c h  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  p r e -
s e n t  s o c i a l  e v i l s .  In  h i s  E n c y c l i -
c a l  l e t t e r ,  " Q u a d r a g e s i m o  A n n o , "  
h e  h a d  c o n d e m n e d  t h e  s y s te m  
w h i ch  a l l o w e d  w e a l t h  a n d  " i m -
m e n s e  p o w e r  a n d  d e s p o t i c  
e c o n o m i c d o m in a t i o n "  t o  b e  
" c o n c e n t r a te d  i n  t h e  h a n d s  o f  a  
fe w , "  a n d  h e  h a d  re tu rn e d  t o  th e  
q u e s t i o n  m o r e  r e c e n t l y  i n  
" D i v i n i  R e d e m p t o r i s . "  B u t ,  
a s k e d  t h e  P r o f e s s o r ,  w h a t  i s  t h e
C h u r c h  d o i n g  t o  c o r r e c t
t h e  e v i l s  th e    P o p e    c o n d e m n s ?  
H a s  t h e  C h u r c h  a c c e p te d  t h e  
pro n o u n ce m e n t,  o r     m a d e     i t     a n  
a r t i cl e    o f i ts    C r e e d ?

A f t e r  e x h o r t i n g  u s  t o  s t r i v e  
t o  l e a d  t h e  w a y  i n  t h e  e v o l u t i o n  
o f  d e m o c ra c y  t o  a  b e t te r  w o r ld ,  t o  
b e  a  n a t i o n  d e t e r m i n e d  t o  g i v e  
t o  e v e r y  c h i l d  t h e  c h a n c e  o f  
g r o w i n g  i n t o  t h e  b e s t  k i n d  o f  
m a n  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  b e ,  t h e  
P r o f e s s o r  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  q u e s -
t i o n  o f  n a t i o n a l  d e fe n c e ,  a n d  
s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  i t  w a s  d e s i r a b l e  
t o  m a k e  o u r  c o u n t r y  o n e  w o r th  
w h i l e  d e f e n d i n g  b y  i m p r o v i n g  
th e  c o n d i t i o n s  u n d e r  w h i ch  o u r  
p e o p l e  l i v e .  H e  t h e n  c o n c l u d e d  
b y  i n v i t i n g  l i s t e n e r s  t o  f o r w a r d  
t h e i r  c r i t i c i s m s  t o  h i m .

-T h e  A dv oca te (M e lb .),  A u g.  4 . 
A u g u s t  4 .

O rig ins  o f W orld  W ar

P R O F E S S O R  M U R D O C H  A T T A C K S  
S O C IA L  IN J U S T IC E

A ‘Yes vote will be a vote for Prohibition—(Herald, 8/8/38.)
CALL THE PROHIBITION BLUFF

VOTE NO 
Authorised by J.J Liston and Brigadier-General J. C. Stewart, Assistant Director, The Block, 

Collins Street, C.1.
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AUBURN
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BLACKBURN.
"A "  G R A D E  M O T O R  E N G I N E E R S  
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C H A S. L . C O X  T A I L O R .   M e n 's  &
B o y ' s  W e a r .    2 8 5  S ta t io n  S t .  
C H E M I ST    F . C h e sh ire , F o r  Y o u r  
P resc r ip t io n s  27 0  S ta t io n  S t r e e t .  
C O O L  ,D R I N K S , S w e ets ,  S mo k e s.  
D a n n o ck, 1 124  W hiteho rse Road. 
CY C LE  S H O P  a n d  O x y w e ld in g .  
"A lw in ”  S ta t io n  S t . S o u th  o f R ly .  
D R A P E R Y .   F o r S ma rt S ty les a nd  a  
F a ir   D ea l.   TA IT 'S    C orner    Stores
D R E SS M A K E R .   M rs. E va ns .  
S ta t io n S t . ,  o p p .  B a p t is t  C h u r c h .
E LE CTR ICA L   &  R ADIO .   H o lli d a y .   
O p p S tn . Sa les ,  R e p a irs .  W X 2677.
F URN ITUR E  RE M O VE R S.
G ill B ro s., 25 4  S tat io n  S t. W X 20 73
G R O C E R , W . M . A n derso n , 14   M ain  
St.  W X  1233. 
H A IR D R E SSE R   a nd   To ba cco n is t. L  
L arsen  S tatio n S t., o pp. G ilp in's. 
ICE  &  F UE L.   J . U n derw o o d. 440 & 
770 Station Street.     WX 2547.
IRONMONGER & SPORTS STORE F. 
P. Park, 10 Main St. WX1290.
MARS LAUNDRY CO.   WX 2662 Pick 
up &  D e liv er . Q ua lity  G ' teed .
RENNIE'S BLUE TAXIS.    WX1946 C ity  
P rices    D a y a nd  N ig h t Serv ice
T A IL O R    J . G .  P enson, 227  Stat io n  
Street Suits Ha nd M ade fro m 95/-.
W . A . M O O D Y , 101 4   W 'ho rse R d. 
F ru it , V eg e ta b les  D e liv e r ed  D a ily .  
W A T C H M A K E R  a n d  J e w e lle r .  
Barnes      32 Main   Street.     Repairs.

BR U N SW IC K .
"F AM O U S     FO R      B E AUTIFUL 
W AVE S."    M iss To wnsend, 42 Sydney  
R oa d.   F W  1 986 . 
G . W . T O W N SEN D . Y o ur H a ird res-
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There comes a t ime to all of us, 
brothers and   sisters, when it 
behoves us to reconsider the value 
of things which   we   have   long   
regarded as necessary and 
unchangeable.

Many a man, a lone with  h is  
thoughts in the silence of the night, 
said to himself: "Things cannot go 
on in t he  sa me  wa y fore ver ," 
and decided that, perhaps, the time 
really has come to change socks.

In the same way, the Brit ish 
people—and I use the term in its 
broadest sense, including those who 
are neither Scots nor Yorkshiremen 
—have always prided themselves 
on their freedom of speech.
Let us, therefore, in a spirit of 

love, pause a moment to inquire of 
our souls whether, after all, Free-
dom of speech may not prove to 
be an impediment to progress.

I was reminded of this by a re-
cent letter to a daily paper: —

"GOSSIP IS DYING OUT."
"Gossiping . . . is not so com-
mon as it was. Nowadays, cheap 
and   interesting   newspapers, the 
cinema, the wireless . . . supply 
most of the topics of small talk, 
and there is no need to pry into 
other people's affairs." 

We have here, intelligently fore-
cast, the next important stage   in the 
history of democratic government 
— the    abolition    of    private 
opinions.

It is undeniable that the greatest 
impediment to law and order is the 
free and uncontrolled expression 
of personal opinions. No advance 
can be made towards national unity 
while people are permitted to choose 
their own topics of conversation.

The   State can never be 
established on a firm basis so long 
as the mass of the people persist 
in the habit of talking to one 
another in their spare time.

Sooner or later, therefore, 
private conversation   will   have   to   
be   replaced by the State 
Regulation and Control    of    
Opinions.    Topics    of conversation 
will be provided by a central    
body    under    the    direct 
supervision of a Minister of State.

F o r t u n a t e ly ,  t h e  m a c h i n e r y  f o r  
th e  m a ss  p ro d u c t io n  o f  s ta nd a rd is e d  
o p in io ns  is  a lr e a d y  e s ta b l is h e d . T h e  
B . B .C . h a s  m a d e  g re a t s t r id e s  to -
w a rd s th e  f in a l a bo l it io n  o f  c o nve r -
sa t io n .  G o ss ip  is  a lre a d y  n e a r ly  im -
p o ss ib le , if  o n ly  fo r  th e  re a so n  th a t 
no b o d y  c a n  h e a r  w h a t  a ny b o d y  sa y s .

I t  i s  a  c o m m o n  t h i n g  f o r  a  m a n  
to  b e c k o n  to  h is  f r ie nd ,  le a d  h im  
w i t h o u t  a  w o r d  t o  a  r e m o t e  p a r t  
o f  t h e  c o u n t ry , a nd , p a u s ing  a t la s t  
u p o n  t h e  s u m m i t  o f  a  l o n e l y  h i l l ,  
s a y  t o  h im : " N o w ,  w h a t  w a s  t h a t  
y o u  s a id ? "

SH EEP W IT HO U T A  
BUTCHER.

A lre a d y  th e  p e o p le  fe e l lo s t w h e n  
th e  w ir e le s s  i s  t u r n e d  o f f . I n  th e  
a w f u l s i l e n c e  th a t  f o l l o w s , th e y  
w a n d e r ,  w it h o u t  a im  o r  g u id a n c e ,  
l ik e  sh e e p  h a v in g  no  b u t c h e r . T h e y  
a re  g e tt i ng  to  re l y  up o n  m e c h a n ic a l 
a id s  t o  s o c ia l  i n t e r c o u r s e .  I  a m  
to ld  th a t t h e  o r ig ina l f u nc t io n  o f  
c ro o n in g  w ith  d a nc e  m u s ic  w a s  to  
p r o v id e  th e  c o u p le s  w ith  te n d e r  
s e n t i m e n t s  a n d  s a v e  t h e m  t h e  
t r o u b le  o f  i n v e n t i n g  t h e i r  o w n .  
A nd  no w  m a n y  lo ve rs  p re fe r  to  s it , 
h a n d  i n  h a n d ,  b e f o r e  a  r a d i o ,  
r a th e r  th a n  u n d e r g o  t h e  s t r a i n  o f  
te ll i ng  th e ir  lo ve . " W h y  m a k e  y o u r  
o w n  lo v e ,"  th e y  a sk , " w h e n  i t 's  o n  
ta p ? "

A nd  I  h e a r d  o f  o ne  a rd e n t  s w a in  
w h o ,  k e e p i n g  t r y s t  w i t h  h i s  b e -
lo v e d  i n  a  p la c e  w h e r e  n o  r a d io  
w a s  a v a ila b le , t u r n e d  u p  w e a r ing  a  
g r a m o p h o n e  o n  h is  h a t ,  a n d  d e -
c la r e d  h is  p a ss io n  w ith  t h e  a id  o f  
s ix p e n n y  r e c o r d s .

V e ry  soo n  e ve ryo ne w ill be  co m -
p e l le d  b y  la w  to  w e a r  h e a d p h o ne s  
d u r in g  th e ir  le is u r e  h o u r s ,  a nd  t h e  
f ina l sta g e o f  na t io na l u n it y  w i ll be  
a ch ie ve d .

D u r in g  th e  t r a ns it i o na l p e r io d  i t  
m a y  b e  a d v isa b le  to  c o n t in u e  th e  
o u t w a rd  se m b la nc e  o f  p e rs o na l e x -
p re ss io n . F o r  i ns ta n c e , p u b l ic  
m e e t in g s  a n d  d e b a te s  w i l l  s t i l l  b e  
h e ld ,  b u t  t h e  sp e e c h e s  w il l b e  
p ro v id e d  b y  th e  B .B .C ., w h i le  th e  
sp e a k e rs , w ith  g a g s  o n , w i l l  p r o v id e  
th e  g e s t u r e s .

T h e re  w i ll , o f  c o u rse , a lw a y s be  
e x c e p t io ns . W h e n  o rd ina r y  p e o p le  
h a v e  c e a s e d  " t o  p r y  i n t o  o t h e r  
p e o p le 's  a f f a i r s , "  t h e  I n c o m e  T a x

T h e  fo llo w ing  h a s be e n re c e ive d  
b y  t h e  W e s t  A u s t r a l i a n  W h e a t -
g r o w e r f r o m  th e  A c t in g  S e c r e ta r y  
( M r .  J a m e s  K e l l y )  o f  t h e  M o v e -
m e n t  to  R e p e a l  t h e  N a t io n a l I n -
s u r a n c e  B i l l :  —

I  h a v e  b e e n  r e q u e s te d  b y  m y  
c o m m i t t e e  t o  s u b m i t  a  l e t t e r  t o  
y o u r  j o u r n a l  g i v i n g  p u b l i c i t y  t o  
th e  m o v e m e n t  t h a t  is  b e in g  p r o -
m o t e d  to  e n a b le  th e  p u b l i c  to  d e -
m a n d  th e  re p e a l o f  t h e  N a t io na l  
I n s u r a n c e  B i l l .

A  f a lse  im p re ss io n  se e m s  to  h a ve  
b e e n  g a t h e r e d  i n  m a n y  m i n d s  t o  
th e  e f fe c t t h a t i t  is  t o o  la te  to  d o  
a n y t h i n g  n o w  t h a t  t h e  B i l l  h a s  
be c o m e  la w .

N o t h i n g  i s  f u r t h e r  f r o m  t h e  
t r u t h .  I t  i s  n o t  t o o  l a t e ,  a n d  t h e  
B i l l  w i l l  o n l y  r e m a i n  la w  ju s t  a s  
lo n g  a s  th e  p u b l ic  la c k  th e  n e c e s -
s a r y  d e t e r m in a t io n  to  h a v e  i t  r e -
p e a le d . N o  m a n- m a d e  la w  is  ir re -
v o c a b l e ,  t h e r e f o r e  i t  h a s  b e e n  
d e c id e d  to  ta k e  a  p e t it i o n  r o u n d  in  
th e  e le c to ra te s  o f  a l l th o se  F e d e r a l 
m e m b e r s  w h o  s u p p o r te d  t h e  B i l l ,  
a n d  a s k  t h e  e le c to r s  to  s ig n  s u c h  
p e t it io n ,  d e m a nd in g  th e  im m e d ia te  
r e p e a l o f  t h e  sa id  N a t io n a l I n s u r -
a n c e  B i l l .  A s  t h is  m o v e m e n t  w i l l  
b e  C o m m o n w e a l t h - w i d e ,  i t  i s  
o b v io u s  t h a t  t h e  L y o n s ' G o v e r n -
m e n t w i l l h a ve  no  a lte r na t iv e . T h e y  
w i l l  h a v e  t o  r e p e a l  t h e  B i l l  
if  a l l t h e  m e m b e r s  w h o  re c e iv e  a  
p e t i t i o n  t h r e a t e n  t o  v o t e  a g a i n s t  
th e  G o v e r n m e n t o n  a ny  a nd  e ve r y  
o c c a s io n , u n t i l t h e ir  d e m a nd s  a re  
obeyed .

T h e  i n d e c e n t  h a s te  w it h  w h ic h  
t h is  i n i q u it o u s  l a w  w a s  r u s h e d  
th r o u g h  b o th  H o u s e s  o f  P a r l ia m e n t  
in  C a nb e rra , c le a r ly  ind ic a te s  th e  
G o v e r n m e n t 's  fe a r  o f  a l lo w ing  th e  
p e o p le  t im e  t o  o rg a n ise  e f fe c t iv e  
p r o te s t s  a g a in s t  i t .

a n d    M e a ns    T e s t    I n sp e c to r s    w i l l  
c a r r y  o n  t h e  j o b .

* * *
W e  a r e  n o w  t a k i n g  y o u  o v e r  t o  

a  b o i l e r  f a c t o r y ,  w h e r e  y o u  w i l l  
h e a r  t h e  f i r s t  r i v e t s  b e i n g  h a m -
m e r e d  in to  th e  b o i le r s  o f  t h e  s is te r  
s h ip  t o  t h e  Q u e e n  M a r y .

G o o d n a i g h t .  e v ' r y b u d d e h !  
G o - o -o d na ig h t !

The   Federal   Government   may 
have won the first round, but the 
public of this country can easily 
prove their superiority over such 
dictatorial actions, and it is quite 
certain that electors will sign the 
petition in thousands to free 
themselves from the bonds of 
financial slavery.

Collectively, the people are abso-
lute ly invinc ib le, so it is not  
expecting too much to say that,
with the completion of the peti-
t ions throughout the Common-
wealth, the Bill will be repealed 
before it is allowed to come into 
operation.

The fact that many fr iendly 
societies have made arrangements 
to participate in the profits of the 
scheme need not be allowed to in-
terfere in this determined stand,  
which the people will most cer-
tainly make, to show that they are 
the masters of the situation, and 
that they have the power, when 
they determine to use it, that will 
compel their servants (their repre-
sentatives) to obey orders and 
represent the people, instead of 
financial institutions.

The following is the order given 
by the electors to their Minister, 
in the form of a petit ion:

Petit ion to Mr. (insert member's 
name here), M.H.R., —We, the 
undersigned electors in the (name 
of electorate) electorate hereby de-
mand the repeal of the National 
Health  and Pensions Insurance 
Bill.

As the member for this con-
st it ue nc y ,  yo u a re  her e by  
i ns t r uc te d to insist upon the 
repeal of the said Nat ional 
Insurance Bill,  under threat of 
withdrawing your support from the 
Lyon's Government on any and 
every occasion when a vote or 
division is being taken in the 
House.

This will g ive the Government 
no a lternat ive but to accede to 
your request and repeal the Bill ,  
or your action will bring about the 
dismissal of the Government from 
office.

We know the National Insurance 
Bill is now law, but we also know 
there is no man-made law that is 
ir revocable. Any law ca n be 
repealed if the majority of the 
electors in the Commonwealth of 
Australia demand its repeal.

We, therefore, demand the imme-
diate repeal of the National Insur-
ance   Bill    and we will hold you 
personally responsible to us if you 
fail to carry out our orders.

E M P IR E  D E B T  F A R M S
The propaganda for emigration 

schemes is getting under way. 
The response from the people for 
whom plans are being made— 
from individuals desiring to seek 
fortune and economic security in 
some unpopulated "vast space of 
the Empire"—is, up to now, not 
forthcoming.

But this is early yet, the plan-
ners are prepared to conduct a 
sustained campaign and to spend 
a lot of money painting rosy pic-
tures of opportunity in the col-
onies; arrangements will be made 
to "assist" selected applicants, 
chief qualifications required being a 
strong arm and a weak head, 
plus a childlike, faith in the good-
will of the plan.

The whole business is designed 
to recruit a new wave of debt-
fodder; the vast empty spaces of 
the Empire are regarded by the 
financial octopus as a field for ex-
ploitation—a huge "debt-farm."

The prospect for the emigrant 
is the opportunity to slave out his 
life to secure the financier's debt-
fetters firmly on himself and to 
provide real wealth for the 
planners to “play” with.

The security for the emigrant 
to live in freedom from debt, 
however hard he works, 
however bountiful may be the 
crops he produces, will be found 
missing from the migration 
plans.

--Social Credit.
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SO YOU WONT TALK!

By YAFFLE, in   "Reynolds News."

OPEN LETTER TO THE   MINISTER FOR DEFENCE

REPEAL OF NATIONAL INSURANCE? 

Electors To Be Organised

M r .  H .  V .  C .  T h o r b y ,
M in i ste r  o f  S ta te  fo r  D e fe n ce ,  V ic to r ia  B a r ra ck s ,  St .  K i l d a  R o a d ,  M e l b o u rn e ,  S .C .I .

D e a r  M r . T h o rb y ,—
W h e n E n g la n d  w en t to  w a r  in  1 9 1 4 , i t  h a s b e en  sa id ,  a l l th e  sa i lo rs  c a m e a sh o re  to  d ig  p o ta to es w h ile  t h e  

f a r m e r s  m a n n e d  t h e  f le e t .  T h i s  w a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  A s q uith  " b u s in e ss a s u su a l"  p o l icy . N o w  in  1 9 3 8  w e  find  A u stra lia  
w ith  a fa rm er in  cha rg e o f the  D efence p o r tfo lio , an d  th e  p e o p le  b e in g  b lu ffed  in to  b e liev in g  th a t  i t  i s  g o o d  b u s in e ss  to  
s p e n d  m i l l io n s  o f  p o u n d s  o n  re a rm a m e n t , b e c a u se  t h is  g iv es  e m p lo y m e n t .

T h e  d a ily  p re ss th ro u g h o u t th e  C o m m o n w e a lth  h a s b e en  s t a r r in g  y o u  a s  th e  m a n  b e h in d  t h e  g u n . Y o u  h a v e  b e e n  
p ic t u re d  s h a k i n g  h a n d s  w i th  s o ld ie r s , sa ilo rs, a n d  a v ia to rs, f ir in g  o ff  b ig  c a n n o n s, p re ss in g  m a g ic -b u t to n s a n d  
p e rfo rm in g  a l l so r ts  o f a c ts  w h ic h  a re evid en tly  c alcu la ted  to ca p tu re th e p u blic  im a gin atio n , th e re b y  d iv e r tin g  a t te n tio n  
fro m  th e  ex t r a  ta xa tion  w h ich  is ab ou t to  a cco m pa n y a ll th is m unitio n in g r a ck e t. T h e re  is  a n  a m a zin g  si m ila r ity  b e tw een  
th e  m et h o d s o f th e  A u st ra li a n  p re ss i n  b o o stin g  y o u a n d  th e  ca m p a ig n  c o n d u c t ed  b y  th e  n e w s p a p e r s in  E ng la n d  to  
l io n ise  B r ita in 's  w a r  m in is te r— th e  H e b rew , H o re -B elish a .

I f  a  s u f f i c i e n t  n u m b e r  o f  p e o p l e  o n l y  k n e w  t h e  e x t en t  t o  w h i c h  t h e  p r e s s ,  f i n a n c e ,  a n d  a r m a m e n t s  a r e  
l in k e d  to g e t h e r ,  th i s  r a m p  i n  w h ic h  y o u  a r e  t h e  c e nt r a l  A u st r a l i a n  f i g u r e  ( o r  d u p e )  c o u ld  n o t  b e  s o  d el i g h t fu l ly  
p u t  a c ro s s .   I n  E n g l a n d ,  th e  la n d  o f  th e  f re e , th e p o p u la t io n  is  s ta m p ed e d  b y  th e  p r e s s  in to  s w a l l o w in g
a n y th in g , e ve n  to  th e  ex te n t o f  a l lo w in g  th e  in te r na t io n a l  Je w ish  fin a n c ie r , S i r   O t to    N ie m ey er  (w ho  in t r o d u c ed  
o u r  d e p r e s s i o n )  to  h o ld  a  s e a t  o n  th e  B a n k  o f  E n g l an d  a n d  to  b e  c h a i r m a n  o f  V i c k e r s  a t  t h e  s a m e  t im e .  V ic k e rs ,  
b y  th e  w a y ,  a r e  i n te r n a t io n a l ly  o w n e d , a n d  a l t h o u g h t h e i r  w o rk s  a r e  in  E n g l a n d  t h e y  a r e  n o w  s u p p l y in g  
m u n i t io n s  t o  fo r e ig n  c o u n t r ie s  w h i c h  m a y  b e  a t  w a r  w i th  E n g l a n d  a n y  d a y . 

T h e  d a i ly  p r e s s o f  A u s t r a l ia  g iv e s  t h e  p u b l ic  to  b el ie v e  th a t  th e  m a n u fa c tu r e  o f  m u n i t io n s  in  A u s t r a l ia  is  a  
g o v e rn m e n t  m o n o p o ly  a n d  th a t  in  t i m e s o f  c r is is— s u c h  a s th e  p re s e n t — w e  mu st o rg a n ise  p r iva te  firm s to  
su p p lem e n t arsenals. T h e  t ru th  is  th a t  w h e th e r  th e  a c t u a l  m a n u fa c tu r in g  of m u ni tion s is c a rried  o ut by  g ove rn m ent o r  
p riva te e n te r p ri se , th e  m a jo r  p o rt io n  o f  th e  r a w  m ate r ia ls  c o m e s  f r o m  in d u s t r ie s  o w n e d  o r  c o n t ro l le d  by  th e  m et a l  
a n d  o th e r t ru sts  o p er a ti n g  i n  A u st ra l ia . L e a d , z in c a n d  co p p er , fo r e xa m p le , a re  co nt ro lled  b y  th e  C o l l i n s  H o u s e  
( B a i l l ie u )  g r o u p . T h e s e  m e ta l s  p l a y  a  v i ta l  p a r t in m u ni tio n  m a k in g . L ikew ise  s te el, th e  A u stra lia n  p ro d u c tio n  o f   
w h ich  is  co n tr o lled  b y  th e  B ro ke n  H il l S tee l tru st, is  e q u a lly  essen t ia l. G ig a n tic  q u a n t i t ie s  o f  th e s e  m e t a l s  a r e  b e in g  
p u r c h a se d  b y  yo u r  d e p a r tm e n t , a t  p r ice s th a t a re  h ig h ly  p r o f it a ble  t o  th e  m o n o p o l is tic  su p p l ie r s , w h i le  s it t in g  a t  
yo u r  e lb o w , to  g ive  yo u  th e  b en e fit  o f th e i r kn o w led g e , a re  S i r  C o l i n  F r a se r  a n d  S i r  A le c  S t e w a r t , o f  th e  C o ll i n s  
H o u s e  m e t a l  m o n o p o l y ,  a n d  M r .  E s s i n g t o n  L e w i s ,  o f  Br o k e n  H i l l P ty . T h e se  g e n tle m e n  a re  m e m b e r s o f  th e  
D e fe n c e  A d v is o r y  P a n e l  c r e a te d  b y  th e  L y o n s G o v e r n me n t a n d , l i ke  g o o d  b u s in e ss m e n , w e  m u st a ssu m e  th ey  w o u l d  
n o t  o b je c t to  re ce iv in g  w a l lo p in g  b i g  o rd e rs f r o m  Au st r a l ia 's  W a r O f f ic e . T h e n ,  b o t h  S i r  C o l i n  F r a s e r  a n d  M r .  
E s s i n g t o n  L ew is a re d ire cto rs o f C o m m o n w ea lth  A irc ra ft C o rp o ra t io n , w h ic h  h a s h u g e  c o n t ra c ts  t o  s u p p ly a e ro-
p la n e s  to  t h e  D e fe n c e  D e p a r tm e n t .  I t  i s  a n t ic ip a te d th a t  C o m m o n w e a l th  A i r c r a f t  C o r p o r a t io n  w i l l  m a k e  a  
fin a n c ia l  lo s s ( fo r  p a t r io t ic  re a so n s , w e  s u p p o se ) o n  th e  y e a r 's o p e ra t io n s , b u t  th e  m o n o p o l i st ic  su pp lie rs  of  the ir  
ra w  m a te ria ls  m a y  b e  ex p ec ted  to  re a p  rec o rd  p r o fits .

I f y o u  c o n s id e r  th i s s ta te  o f a f fa i r s  to  b e  s a tis fac to ry , th en  y o u  a re  a n t i-A u st ra lia n . M a y b e  yo u  h a ve m is se d  t h e  
s ig n i fi c a n ce  o f  th e  p re t ty  w e b  o f  f l a t te ry  th a t  h a s b e e n  s p u n  a r o u n d  y o u  b y  t h e  p r e s s,  a n d  p e r h a p s  th e  p re se n c e  in  
y o u r  d e p a r tm e n t  o f  th e  w a tc h d o g s o f th e  m o n o p o l ie s m e a n s n o th i n g  to  yo u . Y o u  a r e  a n  e x t r e m e l y  u n s u i t a b l e  
M i n i s t e r  f o r  D e f e n c e ,  a n d  o u r  a d v i c e  t o  y o u  i s  t o  ge t  b a c k  t o  y o u r  f a r m  a n d  b e c o m e  a  s u b s c r i b e r  t o

T H E  N E W  T I M E S .
P . S . — H o w  s t r a n g e  t h a t  L a b o r  L e a d e r  C u r t i n  a n d  h is  b o y s  h a v e  n o t  a s k e d  y o u  a n y  

q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  r e -a r m a m e n t  ra m p .  T h e y  m u s t  b e  t o o  b u s y ,  s u re ly .
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CITY.
Health Service & Store. Free 
dietetic advice. 800 Lt Collins St C 
6001.
A TAILORED SUIT at Moderate 
Price. Dress Suits. DOYLE, C6192. 
Wentworth House. 203 Collins St 
ATTENTION! Naytura Hostel 
Vegetarian Guest House, Accom. State 
& Inter Guests.  Haw. 74. 
BLINDS of every sort. Car curtains 
repaired T Pettit, 235a Queen St 
"CIRCULEX" clears up all Chil blains. 
Phone Richard E. Brotchie , J 1873.
CAKES, PASTRY, etc. Home Made 
"Clovelly," The Block, Elizabeth St . 
Cent. 255.
DAVIS, 568   Bourke   St.     Royal 
Medal Milkers, Separators, Engines 
DOUGLAS SOCIAL CREDIT 
BOOKSHOP.   166 Lit.  Collins St.
GINGER JAR CAFE, 238 Flinders 
Lane (4 doors from Swanston St.). 
Best 3-course meal in city. 
JAS. JENNINGS, 211 Queen St., and  
6   Regent   Arc.    Optician, 73 years est.   
Testing Free. 
MAISON MERLIN, Natl. Bk, Bldg., 
271 Col. St.   Ladies' Hairdresser. 
OPTICIAN and Hearing M. L. 
COLECHIN, Champion House, 4th 
Floor, 57 Swanston St.    F 5566. 
OPTICIAN, J. H. Buckham, J P. Nat. 
Bk. Ch., 271 Collins St. C. 831. 
P. A. MORRIS & CO., OPTICANS. 
298 Lt. Collins Street, and 30 Marshall 
Street, Ivanhoe.
PRINTING.   E.  E.  GUNN. Off 600 Lit. 
Bourke St. Cent. 6021
QUICK SERVICE      TOBACCO 
KIOSK , Equitable Place. Buy your 
Smokes here.
TAILOR, High Class: H. Stack
poole. Lang Arc., off 333 Lons St.
W A T C H M A K E R  a n d  J e w e l l e r .  M .  
C h a p m a n ,  C A P I T O L  H S E ,  6  y r s .  
H a r d y  B r o s . ,  i n  c h a r g e  D e p t ;

DARLING
ESTATE AGENT, T. White, 1 Illowa 
St. UY3521.

ELSTERNWICK. 
BRIDGE & SON.    Men's & Boys 
Wear. Opp. Station. Phone L 6333. 
RADIO  &  ELECT'L  SERVICE 
Mackintosh's,  72 Glenh'tly  Rd. L 
4588.

FAIRFIELD .  
BUTCHER, 93 Station Street, 
Arthur B. Heath Solicits Your 
Patronage 

FOOTSCRAY.
BOOT REPAIRS A. A. Taylor. 
Station Ramp, While u Wait S'vice.
MASSEY'S GARAGE, W'town Rd. The 
Home of Motor Reconditioning

GLENFERRIE.
OP TICIAN. W. W. Nicholls, 100 
Glenferrie Rd.   Haw. 6845. SUITS to 
order from 70/-. H. 5813 A. 
Sutherland, 184 Glenferrie Rd..

HAMPTON.
3EAUTY SALON, Norma Bell 33 
Hampton St., next P.O. XW2160 
BOOKSELLER, S.  J.  Endacott, 75 
Hampton St., for all book needs, 
CHEMIST, Rod Burgess. 56a Hampton 
St.  XW 2424. 
HAIRDRESSER, Ladies and Gents R. 
STEWART, 68 Hampton St. HOME 
MADE CAKES. BEAN'S, 140 Hampton 
St. XW1787 
TAILOR, R. W   Simpson, Railway Walk. 
Suits Hand Made from 95/-

IVANHOE.
BOOT REPAIRS. J. Fraser solicits our 
custom. 130 Upper H'berg Rd.

P. A. MORRIS & CO.
PTY.   LTD. 

EYESIGHT   SPECIALISTS, PRACTICAL
OPTICIANS.

"YORK   HOUSE” BASEMENT,
 298   LITTLE   COLLINS   STREET.

MELBOURNE.
'Phone:   Central 8400.

And at 80 MARSHALL ST., IVANHOE.
'Phone:   Ivanhoe 33.

UPHOLSTERER. Blinds & Bedding. 
Duke's, 111 H'berg Rd. Ivan. 626

KEW
ANDERSON’S, 141 High St. Authorised 
Newsagent. Haw. 1145
BUTCHER, S. Daw. High Street, Opp. 
Union St. Satisfaction S’vice.

(Continued on page 7.)
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Artists and 
Democracy

A significant feature of modern, 
trends in democracy is the ap-
parent failure to foster art and 
the a rt is ts  in our midst.  Mr. 
J. R. Darling, the headmaster of 
Geelong Grammar School, made 
some pointed references to this 
matter when opening an art ex-
hibition in Melbourne this week. 
Referring to living artists, he 
said: "We do occasional lip-
service to them, and, eventually, 
when their struggle is over, we 
sometimes honour them with 
decorations. But when they are 
struggling, we neglect their work 
and fail to encourage them."

Continuing, Mr. Darling said 
that artists, musicians, actors 
and priests played a more im-
portant part in a community 
than engineers and architects, 
and an infinitely more important 
part than the mere seller of 
commodities.

The voice crying out in the 
wilderness has this advantage: 
it may be heard with difficulty 
and by few, but, at least, it has 
little to fear from competition. 
It is seldom enough that any 
prominent person feels impelled 
to say such things as Mr. Dar-
ling has said, and for that reason 
his remarks become news and 
are reported in the press. While 
frequent comment upon the sub-
ject would, of course, remove 
the novelty which gives news 
value, and would, therefore, re-
sult in less or no publicity, we 
welcome Mr. Darling's observa-
tions, and wish that there were 
more people who would stress 
the points which he made.

We live in a world of con-
siderable scientific achievement, 
where the essentials of life, in 
a purely physical sense, should 
be available to all without argu-
ment and without great effort  
on their part being obligatory. 
It is, therefore, regrettable that 
"mere sellers of commodities" 
should assume such importance 
that they relegate into com-
parative obscurity the artists 
who contribute to our lives 
those things which make life 
something more than a mere 
existence.

It  is without doubt the 
stranglehold which the financial 
monopoly has clamped upon the 
throats of mankind which brings 
about this paradoxical situation.

To allow the monopolists of 
money issue to keep the supply 
short and to consent to the 
proposition that distribution of 
goods and services shall be 
limited because the measurers 
by which distribution is cus-
tomarily effected are insufficient 
in number, is about as sensible 
as to agree that there shall be 
no more length, and no more 
breadth, because there are no 
rulers to measure them with.

We feel confident, from our 
own repeated observation, that 
art is generally allowed to lan-
guish, not because the people 
are indifferent, but because they 
are obliged to neglect art in the 
entirely unnecessary and un-
worthy scramble for to-morrow's 
dinner. The forcible focussing 
of our attention and the greater 
part of our energy upon securing 
food, clothing and shelter, neces-
sarily makes us exclude the finer 
things in life, no matter how 
much we appreciate and desire 
them.

To what are we to attribute 
the unexpected success of Colonel 
de Basil's ballet season in Aus-
tralia? To the support of the 
wealthy sellers of commodities, 
or to the white-collar brigade, 
who, starved of beauty, went 
again and again, to the limit of 
their slender financial resources? 
And who is it who make the 
concerts of Tauber, Flagstad, 
Sargent,  and other visi ting 
artists possible, if it is not the 
mass of people rather than the 
wealthy few? Our point is  
surely proved by the existence, 
here and in England, of an 
astonishing number of amateur 
dramatic, operatic and choral 
societies, the members of which 
seek emotional and spiritual 
satisfaction in artistic self-ex-
pression, no matter on how 
humble a scale.

With painting, the position is 
different and more difficult. You 
cannot, with limited financial 
means, acquire a share in the 
delight of a picture as you can 
in the joys of a singer, a dancer 
or an actor. The spirit of demo-
cracies is more than willing. It 
is, as always, the purse that is 
lamentably weak; and it is that 
which accounts for the loss to 
Australia of such people as the 
late Henri Verbrugghen, Maurice 
Abravanel, and others whom we 
would have welcomed as 
acquisitions to our artistic life. 
They were forbidden to us be-
cause of the existence of an 
arbitrary and unwarranted money 
shortage, deliberately brought 
about by those to whose advan-
tage it is to keep the money 
supply low.

We cannot stress the point too 
firmly or too often. The best 
things which life has to offer us 
are withheld, and will continue 
to be withheld, until such time-
as we combine to demand re-
lease from the domination of 
orthodox financial theories, and 
the bankers who promulgate and 
defend those theories against all 
reason and against common 
justice.

The Mathematics of 
Bank Robberies

The   thieves   who robbed   
Barclay’s Bank a Nablus, in 
Palestine, last week are reported to 
have escaped with £5000.  This is 
rather a small amount, and better

results might have been obtained 
by pirating a pay-roll. However 
ignorant they may be of ethics, 
for robbery even of a bank must 
be regarded as unethical 
conduct, the robbers should, 
by now, be better informed upon 
economics.

The average unthinking citizen 
looks enviously at a bank, and 
thinks of the money reposing 
within its massive walls. Actual-
ly, the amount of real money, in 
the form of bullion or legal ten-
der, to be found in any one bank 
or in the aggregate of all banks, 
is almost insignificant when com-
pared with the amount of phan-
tom money represented by the 
pen-and-ink figures in the ledgers. 
We say "phantom" money ad-
visedly, because it has no 
existence in fact, and never had an 
existence; and yet, the presence 
or absence of those figures on the 
credit side, a phenomenon in the 
absolute control and discretion of 
the bankers alone, means pros-
perity or misery for you and me 
and all those who depend upon us 
for their welfare.

Take a look at the next bank 
balance sheet that is published, 
and see the magnitude of the fig-
ures set out as assets of the bank. 
Then have a look at the cash 
stated to be held by the bank. 
You may be surprised to see how 
very little there is to meet the 
claims of its depositors, suppos-
ing they all came at once to de-
mand payment in legal tender. 
The bank will, of course, be bank-
rupt, for its obligation is to pay 
its depositors in legal tender, and 
there is no bank (other than a 
bank with the power to issue 
notes that will be legal tender) 
which could do that. Banks be-
ing, by the very nature of the 
beast, in a perpetual state of 
bankruptcy, it will readily be seen 
that they are not really good 
marks for those who contemplate 
robbery.

There are those who may not 
willingly agree that it is unethi-
cal to rob a bank. We wish en-
tirely to dissociate ourselves from 
any suggestion of incitement to 
rob; but, as a matter of the pur-
est ethics, those who commend 
bank robbers on the ground that 
it is a case of dog eating dog, and 
therefore somewhat removed 
from normal ethical considera-
tions, are not entirely illogical in 
their reasoning. Banks, by virtue 
of their monopoly of credit, the 
volume of which they increase or 
diminish usually without having 
any proper regard to the increase 
or decrease in the real wealth of 
the community, effectively rob in-
dividuals of the fruits of their 
labour. Suppose, for example, the 
banks do what they have threat-
ened to do, if certain proposed 
legislation takes place, and stage 
a general calling in of overdrafts. 
That will inevitably mean a num-
ber of forced sales by their own-
ers of assets pledged to the 
banks. Such sales will realise low 
prices, which will automatically 
lower prices all round. The man 
who has a home at present readily 
saleable at £1000, will find that, 
if he is forced to sell it in the near 
future, when the banks have 
started the downward trend of 
prices, it may bring only £800. 
If he then says that the banks, 
by their unwarranted act ion, have 
robbed him of £200, it would be 
difficult to prove him wrong, either 
to his own satisfaction or to the 
satisfact ion of the ordinary rules of 
logic.

It must appear a puzzle to 
many students  of the New 
Economics why the plain facts 
that are put before the people 
are not immediately accepted. It 
is as though a powerful search-
light was turned on a ruined 
building—the roof falling in, the 
walls tottering, mould and decay
everywhere - - and those who 
watched said: "Well, we do not 
pretend that as a permanent 
res idence i t  is  a l l that could 
be desired, but we can't expect 
perfection here below, and we 
can see no serious fault with it." 
In vain you point out that the 
falling roof and tottering walls 
are a menace; the crowd shrugs 
and smiles—and passes on. Why 
is this so? Surely the reason is 
that these people are not seeing 
the ruin as it IS, because their 
vision is clouded by all sorts of 
preconceived ideas, obstinate 
prejudices, false sentiment and 
unused thinking faculties. Thus 
handicapped, oblique vision is 
certain, straight thinking impos-
sible.

Education
The first stumbling-block lies 

in the fact that so few people 
want to think. There must be 
some grievous fault in our edu-
cational system, when this is the 
case. Certainly the stuffing and 
cramming of history (as dates 
and wars) into unwilling heads 
does nothing to s timulate 
thought processes. Too many 
teachers appear to regard chil-
dren as so many empty vessels 
into which it is their duty to 
pour certain facts, which are 
poured back again at examina-
tion time. How seldom do we 
hear: "Now what do you think of 
the Feudal System? Or what 
would you have done if you had 
been in Cardinal Wolsey's place, 
and asked for a decision?" The 
chances are that, if such 
questions were asked, an 
unorthodox answer would bring a 
shocked reprimand, and the value 
be immediately lost. Great stress 
is placed in some schools on 
drill and athletic exercise and 
games, even to the extent of 
making them compulsory, but 
the thinking muscles are left to 
atrophy. We are so fond of 
imposing our ideas on the young 
that we have no time left to 
encourage them to sprout a few 
themselves.

Patriotism
A notable instance is the salut-

ing of the flag. On Eyre 
Peninsula once, a young Church 
of England priest dared to 
question the advisability of this 
daily ceremony in the public 
schools. The vituperation that fell 
on his head could hardly have 
been more severe if he had 
committed a crime. Indeed, to 
many people he had committed a 
crime; yet, the chances are, that 
if some of these people were 
asked what was the chief danger 
to peace in these times, they 
would promptly say it was the 
intense nationalism of Italy and 
Germany.

One might well ask what is 
the difference between com-
pelling our children to salute the 
Union Jack and repeat a certain, 
formula, and the methods of Hit-
ler and Mussolini. In a hundred 
ways we are telling our children 
that we are always right, and the 
other fellow always wrong. 
Even now, when every adult 
person knows perfectly well that 
our adventure in South Africa 
against the Boers was no better, 
probably worse, than the Italian 
conquest of Abyssinia, it is open 
to doubt if there is a single 
teacher in the Commonwealth 
who would dare to say as much 
to his  pupils .  I f he did,  he 
might look out for trouble. Such 
is the brand of patriotism we 
encourage! We do not say: “You 
belong to a democracy which is 
imperfect in many respects, but 
as it is a democracy, as such 
things go, it is your duty to study

its defects, take your history-
book as a torch and see where 
we have erred in the past, and 
resolve within yourself that, so 
far as in you lies, you will try 
to build up a better democracy, 
so that you do not lose it 
altogether. Be f r a n k l y  
ashamed of past errors and in-
justices, and strive to see that 
they are not repeated. This is 
patriotism. All others are spur-
ious brands."

Young Heads on Old 
Shoulders

As it is (since it is clear that 
no teacher is asked or expected 
to say things like that) few 
people progress mentally beyond 
adolescence. The leading articles 
in our daily press are a striking 
example. The belligerence, sus-
picion and distrust of the school 
playground is evidenced both in 
our politics and our international 
relations. "Yah! You're one 
yourself! You're another! Just 
try it on, see!" This appears to 
be the level beyond which we 
cannot rise. But i f we were 
taught in our receptive years 
that we all belong to one human 
family, that every individual, 
every class, every nation has an 
equal right to fair play, justice, 
and an adequate standard of 
living; that combating bad condi-
tions, social injustice, disease and 
poverty would require our fight-
ing powers, so that we should 
have neither time nor inclination 
to fight each other; that co-
operation and not conflict should 
the aim of all reasonable human 
beings, would we be in the 
frightful mess we are in now? 
How can we expect the stupidity 
and horror of poverty to be 
fully realised while still there 
lingers in so many minds the 
"God bless the Squire and his 
relations, and keep us in our 
proper stations" spirit? How 
often we hear that blasphemy 
against humanity: "It is not the 
slightest use doing anything for 
the poor. They will always be 
like that. Give them everything 
to-day, and to-morrow they 
would be in the same position 
again." Thus the comfortable 
salve their consciences Thus 
they seek to escape the trouble 
of thinking.

Fiddling While Rome 
Burns

There are many factors operat-
ing to encourage them in this 
mental laziness. The Associated 
Press is putting in good work on 
it, the radio is doing its bit, the 
intense concentration on sport 
is a powerful aid to the avoid-
ance of thinking. It is quite a 
normal and accepted thing in 
any family to switch off the 
national and international news 
to listen-in to the cricket that is 
being played in England, even 
i f i t is  not a Test match. A 
protest would be regarded as 
highly unreasonable. Listen to 
any conversation between men 
in tramcars, hotel lounges, clubs, 
the street. If they are not dis-
cussing cricket, football or golf, 
be certain it is the races. Even 
our national stations broadcast 
the odds, and give long disserta-
tions on the chances of different 
horses, as though it were a mat-
ter of the greatest moment 
There are, however, gleams of 
light in the darkness. The De-
partment of Social Services, for 
example, does great research 
work among young students, and 
the programme is a compre-
hensive one, but such institutions 
are not as well-known as they 
should be, nor do they touch the 
masses of the people.

Meanwhile, while our “leaders” 
are showing every day the effects 
of muddled thinking, it is, perhaps, 
too much to expect that the rank 
and file should be more advanced.

M U D D L E D  T H I N K I N G
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Dubb: Fer-the-luv-of-Mike, wot's 
gone wrong 'ere, 'Grace? Accordin' 
our figures, we don't owe nothin'. 
We 'ave paid out about twenty 
pounds more than we 'ad in.

Horace: Heck! That can't be,  
Dad. I counted them figures up 
twice. They must be right.

Dubb: Yeah? Then it must be the 
pencil    wot's    wrong.    Yer   better 
sharpen it.

Horace: Cripes, Dad! Do yer 
know wot I've done?'

Dubb: Yeah. Yer  mus t 've  
counted up the truck number in-
stead of the cheque. Where did 
yer get this ten pounds from?

Horace: Can't yer see? That's 
wot we owe the bank this quarter.

Dubb: Well, spare-me-days. 
That 's expenses, a in't  it ? Yer  
gotta put that on the side we are 
payin' out , no t on the side we  
'ad in.

Horace: Oh, yeah! That's right. 
That makes a bit of difference, 
don't it?

Dubb: Are you tellin' me?
Horace: Yer know, Dad, count-

in' up them figures is like 'avin' a 
pleasant dream. Everything comes 
yer way t il l yer wakes up, an' 
then . . .

Dubb: Never mind about yer 
blanky dreams. Wot's this two 
pounds ten yer got 'ere?

Horace: That ain't two pounds 
ten.  That 's ten past two. That 's 
the time I gotta take the meat out 
of the oven.

Dubb: Meat or no flamin' meat, 
you've counted it up anyway. Keep 
yer pr ivate engagements out of 
the family accounts, can't yer?

Horace: Shucks! Fancy me 
count in' up the t ime. Now a in't  
it easy fer a bloke ter make a mis-
take in countin'? That's 'ow them 
bank johnnies gets into trouble. 
They might 'ave their telephone 
numbers in their minds, an’...

Dubb: That's more than yer got 
in yours, anyway. Get another 
piece of paper, an' start over again. 
This piece looks like it's been used 
fer blott in' paper. An' keep this 
in yet mind—we only got a cheque 
fer sixteen pounds ter start with.

Horace: O.K.! Now we owes
the bank ----

Dubb: Leave the bank out fer 
a bit.

Horace; But, Bad, we gotta pay 
something. A debt is a debt, even 
if it a in't a possible starter.

Dubb: We borrowed eight 
pounds from Uncle Bob, too, an' 
we gotta pay that. We also owe 
'Odges, the grocer, ten pounds. 
The grocer gave us value to that 
amount, but the bank only gave us 
a piece of paper, for which we 'ad 
ter give them more than 'alf our 
farm, an' they 'ave already 'ad 
more than that back in interest, so, 
morally speakin', we don't owe 'em 
nothin'.

Horace: Yeah; but "morally 
speakin'"  don't  run the law in 
this country. They . . .

Dubb: Will yer get on with them 
figures, an' stop arguin'?

Horace: Well, ten pounds fer the 
grocer, an' eight pounds for Uncle 
Bob makes er— eighteen. Eighteen 
inter s ixteen won't  go,  and ' I  
can't force 'em ter go. I ain't a 
bloomin' riveter.

Dubb: No. That makes it a bit 
awkward. Well, pay the grocer six 
an' Uncle Bob five. That's eleven. 
Now there's two pounds fer rates, 
an' another . . .

Horace: 'Ere, 'old on a bit, Dad. 
Ain't we goin' ter the Show next 
week? We can't go there with 
nothin' in our pockets.

Dubb: Well, we can't go—that's all.
Horace: But wot about Mum. 

She ain't been anywhere fer a year, 
an' she's gettin' ratty as a clucky 
'en.

Dubb: Yeah! It 's the only bit of 
pleasure she gets once in a year. 
Darn me if I knows whether I'm 
on me 'ead or me feet, when it  
comes ter payin' out the cheque.

Horace: Oh, there's Mr. 'Odges 
comin' up the steps.

Dubb: 'Ello, George. Come right 
in. Make yerself comfortable.

Hodges: Thanks. Say, what are 
you two up to now? Writ ing a 
novel or something?

Dubb: Cripes! Nothin' as easy 
as that , George . We are  t r yin '  
ter iron out the cream cheque an' 
make it  spread a  bit ,  but  I  f ind  
the blanky thing ain't made of 
'lastic.

Hodges: No, Dubb, there isn't 
much give in 'em. I've found that 
out, too.

Dubb: I wos thinkin' about that 
ten pounds I owe yer, George. I 
wos figurin' that if I wos ter pay 
yer . . .

Hodges: Oh, never mind that, 
Jake. You've been dealing with 
me for the past thirty years, and 
always paid when you had it. I'm 
not the bloke to sing out for a 
few quid now. Forget about it.

Dubb: It's mighty good of yer, 
George. If  the bank wos a bit  
more like that, after all I paid 'em, 
I might . . .

Hodges: As a matter of fact, I 
called to see if you would put some 
pumpkins and tomatoes in the 
Show again this year. You haven't 
said anything about it yet.

Dubb: Oh, what 's the use, 
George. Those agricultural shows 
is all right fer some people, but 
they're a waste of time at best.
Yer makes   a   big   display of   the 
wonderful things we can grow. 
Yer shows the people wot Nature 
can do, with the 'elp of man. Yer 
tells 'em that there's more where 
them came from. Then most of 
the people in the show looks at 
'em an' goes away 'ungry. That 
don't make sense ter me.

Horace: Yeah, an' wot did Par-
son Fudge say when 'e opened the 
Show last  year? 'E sa id, "We 
should all be thankful to the good 
Lord fer His bounteous gifts," an' 
the unemployed wos wonderin' 
where the catch wos.

Dubb: Yeah, an' then Parson 
Fudge prayed to the Lord ter give 
us our daily bread, when 'e ought 
ter be askin' the Lord ter give us 
enough common sense ter use the 
thing's He's already given us.

Hodges: But you must admit  
that Parson Fudge meant wel l.  
He's doing a lot for the unem-
ployed.

Horace: Yeah. 'E's doin' every-
thing bar tacklin' the money sys-
tem wot is prevent in' the people 
from gettin' the Lord's bounteous 
gifts.

Hodges: I agree with all you 
say, but we should keep the Show 
going, all the same.

Dubb: But wot is the idea of 
these shows, anyway?

Hodges: Well, it encourages the 
g rowers  to  produce  more ,  and  
of a better quality, for the markets.

Dubb: But wot's the good of that 
if  the unemployed an' . . .

Hodges: All right, Jake! You 
needn't rub that in every time I  
see you. I agree with you on those 
things, but we can't let the Show 
down. The people would be dis-
appointed.

Horace:   Wot   I   say   is   this: 
There ain’t much sense in puttin’ a 
plate of nice dinner outside a 
prisoner’s cell where ‘e can’t reach 
it. That’s just what….

Dubb: ‘Orace, if it ain’t that cheap 
terbacca I can smell, it must be the 
meat burnin’.
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Horace: Cripes! So it is. Mum 

won't 'a lf read the riot act over 
that.

Hodges: Well, Jake, let's forget 
our troubles for a while, and divert 
our attention to the Show. There 
are prosperous t imes ahead, and 
we shall be proud of our Show 
then.

Dubb: Listen, George! Prosper-
ous times 'ave been a'ead fer the 
past ten years, but the trouble is 
they keep so darned far a'ead we 
can't catch up with 'em.

Hodges: But it's different now. 
Did you see where the Federal 
Government balanced its budget 
and had three millions surplus?

Dubb: Yeah, I saw that, George. 
I saw somethin' e lse, too. I saw 
the destitution of the people in-
creasin' at the same time. I saw an 
increase in the number of bank-
ruptcies an' suic ides, an' the 
people gettin' further into debt and 
misery every day. Oh yeah! They 
balanced their budget, but it cost 
all that misery ter do it. Now, 
George, wot is the good of a 
balanced budget when it brings 
such results as that?

Horace: Stone-th'-crows! ' It 's 
like usin' a sledge hammer ter kill 
a mosquito on a bloke's for'ead, an' 
missin' the mosquito. It's the bloke 
wot gets 'it.

Dubb: Ha! Ha! Ha! 'Grace 
always gets them funny turns when 
'e 's worked up. It  comes on ' im 
in jerks like. Just like my truck 
with a couple of plugs missin'.

Horace It beats me, Dad, 'ow 
yer can laugh with that cheque an' 
them bills in front  of yer.

Dubb: Well, 'Orace, as the finan-
ciers say, "It 's that fine Brit ish 
spirit wot can laugh in the face of 
difficulties wot's keepin' the Hem-
pire a-goin'."

Horace:   Yeah, but    wot   they 
mean is, as long as the poor mugs 
laugh it  off an' keep quiet, there'll 
be  no  trouble  fer  them  an'   they 
can keep on rookin' us.

Hodges: Oh, come, Horace! 
Those are very strong words.

Horace: Stone-the-blanky-crows! 
Ain't  it  about t ime we .  . .

Dubb: Shut  up,  'Orace ! 'Ow 
is that  meat looking'?

Horace: Yer might be able ter 
see the meat if yer peal 'a lf  an 
inch of coke from round it. It wos 
nearly catchin' fire.

Dubb: That 's northin'. When 
Mum comes in there'll be an 
explosion.

Hodges:     Why    worry?     Even 
King Alfred burnt the cakes, you 
know, Horace.

Horace: Yeah! 'E could afford 
to burn 'em. Wot's more, 'e could 
'ave chopped the old woman's 'ead 
off if she made a noise about 
it . I a in't  game ter t ry that.

Dubb: 'Orace, 'ave you been 
readin' that Edgar Wallace book 
again ? Er—wot was yer sayin' 
about the budget, George?

Hodges: I see it this way. If the 
Government balanced its budget, it 
must be square with everybody, 
and good times must follow.

Dubb: Well! They 'ave balanced 
their budget fer the past three 
years, but is the condition of the 
peop le  any be t te r? No. I t  is  
worse. Why? Because the Govern-
ment AIN'T square with every-
body, that 's why. The Govern-
ment balanced its budget, but it 
didn't balance its ACCOUNTS.

Hodges: But that's all 
blarney. I don't see any 
difference.

Dubb: No. That's why the 
Government goes on doin' it , 
George; 'cos you an' the rest of 
the people don't see it. Now listen. 
I got a cheque 'ere fer sixteen 
pounds. If  I paid only you an' 
didn't pay anything off wot I bor-
rowed from the bank an' me 
brother Bob, I could balance me 
budget, couldn't I?

Hodges: Yes, to be sure you 
could, but that wouldn't be 
straight.

Dubb: Course not, but ain't that 
just wot the Government is doin'? 
Now look at it  this way, George: 
If the Federal Government bor-
rowed fifteen million pounds last 
year an' didn't show any of  that 
debt in the budget, they are 
‘ idin’ that debt from the people 
an’ don’t intend payin’ it off . 

Hodges: Well, yes; if they did 
that.

Dubb: That’s just wot they done. 
So, in that case the Government is

'idin' the true state of the ac-
counts, an' the true position is that 
the three million surplus is only a 
blind,  just  throwin' dust  in the 
eyes of the people.

Hodges: Bless me, Dubb, I see 
the trick now.

Dubb: Yeah! That would make 
our national accounts twelve mil-
lion on the wrong side. Fer-the-luv-
of-mike, George, why don't yer 
wake up ter these things?

Hodges: What would happen if 
I did that with my accounts?

Dubb: They'd probably send yer 
bankrupt, an' then put yer ter cool 
off in gaol fer a bit.

Hodges: So, it amounts to this: 
If the Government cook their ac-
counts, it is called "sound finance," 
but if I do the same thing it would 
be called a criminal offence!

Dubb: Yeah, that 's it . You'd  
get five years in gaol and the 
bankers would get five per cent. 
The Government makes one law 
fer the people and another fer the 
bankers.

Horace: An' 'ere's me an' Dad 
tyin' ourselves in knots tryin' to 
figure out 'ow we are goin' to pay 
back wot we borrowed, an' we gotta
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live below the bread-line ter do it.  
It 's a bloomin'  gangster's racket

Dubb: Yeah. That's 'ow MY 
budget stands, George.

Hodges: I'll have something to 
say to our Federal member 
when I see him at the Show. 
. . .  Oh, what about the 
pumpkins and tomatoes?

Dubb: Good-o, George! I'l l do 
me best. If it gives a bit of pleasure 
ter the crowd, it's worth a bit of 
trouble on my part .

Hodges: Thanks, Jake! Now 
I’ll be going.

Horace: Oh, listen, Mr. 
Hodges! If Mum is over at your 
place, just break the news about 
the meat to 'er, will yer?

Hodges: Right-o, Horace! 
I’ l l see to that. Good-bye!

Dubb: 'Day, George! See yer at 
the Show.

Horace: Well, Dad, wot I say 
is this: The Government can't say 
anything against me if I do the 
same as they did an' cook our 
accounts a bit.

Dubb: Don't be such a blanky 
fool. 'Ow are yer goin' ter cook 
figures when yer can't even cook a 
flamin' joint of meat? Reach me 
them matches.
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Dubb & Son Meet the Grocer
By VIVIAN PUGH, in   "The New World."

Mr. Dubb and his son, Horace, are seated at the table in their 
home.   With pencil and paper, they are endeavouring to make 
their small, monthly cream cheque cover a multitude of irri-
tating debts, when George Hodges, the grocer, steps in.
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NO-LICENCE IS NOT PROHIBITION 

Liquor Camouflage Revealed
In spite of the evidence of the"Nameless" Counsel, and the later 

confirmation by an "Independent" authority, let  us repeat in the 
most emphatic terms that No-Licence is NOT Prohibition.

Prohibition prohibits the manufacture, sale, exportation, importa-
tion, transportation barter or other disposals of liquor. NO-LICENCE 
prohibits ONLY the SALE of liquor within the State.

If a "YES" victory is carried on October 8, not one brewery or 
distillery or hotel will necessarily close (only the liquor-bar will be 
closed).

The export trade at present conducted by the breweries and 
distilleries will go on, and respectable citizens will be able to obtain 
limited supplies of liquor from outside the State, by legislation, to 
be framed in accordance with No-Licence experience in New Zealand.

Furthermore, who was responsible for the abolition of the demo-
cratic principle of Local Option after the poll of 1930? NOT the 
Temperance forces of the State. Liquor influences were alone responsible 
for the introduction of the State No-Licence vote, which will operate 
on October 8.

Having engineered into the Constitution of the State the undemo-
cratic principle of a State-wide vote, with 3-5ths majority required by the 
"Dry" forces the Liquor Party is now afraid of its own choice. Perhaps 
they do not take into account the fact that Temperance sentiment in 
Victoria is rapidly growing, even among the moderate drinkers, 
who have seen the perils of this traffic for the youth of this land.

We agree with the "Age" that the issue is "one of fact and not 
of opinion."

Let any wise elector read for himself the whole content of the 
Licensing Act, not just that section which the Liquor Party often 
quotes, but this section, too: "This section shall not apply to sales 
by brewers of liquor or makers of wine, being their own manufacture, 
to persons not residing or carrying on a business within the district 
to which the vote applies, and to be delivered beyond the limits 
of such district."

Let the "Nameless" Counsel, and the "Independent" confirmers, 
and the "Age" newspaper, and every other authority honestly and 
fearlessly face the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth. 
The result will be then a general agreement that—

“No-Licence Is Not, and Cannot Be, 
Prohibition”

(Authorised by the Victorian Local Option All iance.)



Sir, —A gentleman who has been a 
regular reader of the New Times 
has     asked     me this     question: 
"Doesn't it give you a pain having 
to write this stuff all the time?" Up 
to now I have not been con-
scious of any physical pain in writ-
ing,  but   I   do  feel  pained  at the 
knowledge  that  the  community  in 
general  is still so ignorant on the 
all-important   question   of   money. 
Writing the stuff is entirely volun-
tary on my part.    I do not HAVE 
to   do   it, but, having   discovered 
that    the    financial    s y s t e m     is 
fraudulent, it would be dishonour-
able to remain silent.    Indeed, sil-
ence would mean that I had be-
come a party to the robbery of the 
community and the literal murder 
of millions of people, to say noth-
ing of the untold suffering need-
lessly     imposed    on    millions    of 
others.    Because of this, the facts 
must be shouted from the house-
tops, and we must keep on shout-
ing them until the people at large 
realise the truth and the identity of   
their   oppressors.     The   people 
must be made aware that the pri-
vate controllers of this fraudulent 
system are becoming possessed of 
the wealth of the world, and also 
the dictators as to   what   may be 
done with the gifts of God. When 
the citizens do understand this they 
will   rush   to   assist   in   the   great 
work of the U.E.A., an organisa-
tion destined to establish real demo-
cracy   in    Australia   by   requiring 
Parliament   to   serve   the   interests 
of THE PEOPLE.   At present it 
serves   only   the   interests   of   the 
bankers.

Australia "Cannot 
Afford"
A few days ago, Mr. R. G.  

Casey, the present Commonwealth 
Treasurer (a bankers' mouthpiece 
and himself such a beneficiary of 
the fraudulent system that he is 
never without plenty of buying 
power), told the representatives 
of the Old Age and Invalid Pen-
sioners that  the Government 
"could not afford" to grant their 
reasonable requests. The Prime 
Minister has also intimated that 
all the money available in the im-
mediate future will be required for 
defence purposes, and, consequently, 
it would not be possible to increase 
the social services. Both gentle-
men know full well that what pen-
sioners and other sections of the 
people require is food, clothes and 
shelter; that there is plenty of 
these and we are capable of pro-
ducing plenty more; that in order 
to get these things the people 
must have money; that access to 
goods depends absolutely on the 
AVAILABILITY of money; and 
that, unless the availability is con-
trolled by the national Parliament, 
then all Governments and all people 
are at the mercy of those who do 
control it. These are statements 
of fact. They are not matters of 
opinion. It is, therefore, obvious 
that the Government's ability to 
"afford" is dictated by the quantity 
of money made available by the 
producers of money, and NOT by 
the quantity of wealth made avail-
able by the producers of wealth. 
Who, then, ARE the producers of 
money?

"If It Had the Money"
Evidence has been given in 

these columns from week to   week 
that the only part of our system 
that is not functioning 
satisfactorily is the financial   part.     
Material, workers, and work are 
plentiful.   The only thing we lack is 
MONEY.    The Government 
could satisfy the pensioners  "if it 
had the money"; it co u ld  g iv e  us   a   
uniform   railway gauge "if it had   
the money"; it could give us 
hospitals, schools, roads, bridges, 
and all sorts of other services “if it 
had the money”; it could remove 
slums from all districts “if it had the 
money.” The employers of labour 
could introduce a 30-hour week im-

mediately "if they had the money" 
to meet the additional expenses. 
Everything depends on money. It 
was because of an alleged shortage 
of money in 1931 that we were 
forced to submit to the mis-called 
Premiers' Plan, under which wages 
were cut, pensions reduced, govern-
ment expenditure curtailed, and 
taxation increased. It seems almost 
incredible that at a time when pro-
duction was increasing we allowed 
a "financial" emergency to pre-
cipitate an era of poverty, misery 
and unprecedented distress.

More   Financial 
Stringency

But we did, and the sad thing is 
that, through ignorance on the sub-
ject of money, we are about to 
allow similar criminality again. It 
is because of financial stringency 
that necessary Government works 
are being deferred, and for the 
same reason, plus the fear of in-
creased taxation, that certain asso-
ciations representing the well-to-do 
are clamouring for economy and 
st ill more economy. We were 
laughed at by some when we gave 
the warning several months ago 
that another depression had been 
started, but thoughtful people are 
not laughing at the portents to-
day. Even the economists are 
alarmed, and are going about the 
country suggesting that Govern-
ments should "borrow" and spend 
more loan money on public works 
to make up for the withdrawal of 
credit by the banks. Parrot-like, 
the so-called "captains of industry" 
( like the Hon. E. W. Holden,  
M.L.C. of Adelaide), and the hire-
ling press generally, are echoing 
t he  sa me  p lea .  Mo re  "Loa n 
Money!" What sort of money is  
that?

Study Misdirected
If   the   Taxpayers' Association, 

the charitable organisations, the un-
employed committees, the Church 
leaders, and the supposed intel-
lectuals among us, devoted to a 
genuine study of the origin and 
control of money half the time they 
give to restrictions and patch-work 
"relief" schemes, they would soon 
realise that there is no real need 
for taxation, no occasion for this 
perpetual screaming about govern-
ment economy, no call for charity 
as we know it, and no reason 
whatever for any able-bodied person 
to be unemployed. Instead of this, 
we see the Taxpayers' Association 
asking the Government to spend less; 
the benevolent societies arranging 
bridge parties to gather "funds"; the 
Unemployed Central Committee 
talking about anything but the 
REAL cause of unemployment; the 
Church dignitaries pleading for a 
change of heart, instead of a more 
Chr istian distribut ion of God's 
free gifts in the form of food, 
clothing and shelter; and the 
intellectuals f illing the press and 
the radio with a lot of moonshine 
about quotas, embargoes, tariffs, 
price levels, exchange, recession, 
and all the rest of it.

All Dodge It
Why do all these people avoid 

the true issue—MONEY? And 
what IS this money—the imposed 
shortage of which prevents our 
making use of our wonderful re-
sources except for the purpose of 
going fur ther  into debt  to  the 
money cont ro llers? Eve n the 
Science Congress of 1935 would 
not discuss it. From the welter of 
verbosity displayed on that occa-
sion, not the faintest explanation of 
the most vital thing in the whole 
world's economy, MONEY, could 
be g leaned. Dr . Duhig, in h is 
a t tack on the super st it ions a nd 
taboos of the present civilisation, 
was the only one to get anywhere 
near it, when he admitted that the 
real wealth of the world is solely 
goods and services. It was because 
a man named J. T. Lang said 
something like this at the 
Premiers’ Conference in 1931 that 
a worldwide and intensive 
campaign has been waged to dis-
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credit him. Evidently a 
discussion of money came within 
the taboos to which Dr. Duhig 
referred.

Mr. Tunnecliffe's Idea
Two or three years ago Mr. 

Tunnecliffe (now Speaker of the 
Victorian Parliament) suggested 
that Victoria should borrow fifty 
million pounds. Assume, for the 
sake of illustration, that the Loan 
Council agreed with the idea. What 
would have happened? At that time 
the total amount of "cash" in the 
whole of the Commonwealth was 
only £48,000,000 and was held as 
follows:

By the   Banks..   £21,000,000
    By the Public.  £27,000,000 
It  can be seen at once that had 
the whole of the cash been sur-
rendered by the banks and the 
public the loan would have still 
been unfilled to the extent of 
£2,000,000. Not only so, but the 
banks, being without any cash, 
would have had to close their doors 
and there would have been a 
general state of panic. Obviously, 
therefore, the Treasury does not 
get "cash" when it borrows. What 
it gets is bank money in the form-
of a cheque.

As a general rule, "cash" is 
used for the payment of wages and 
for small retail transactions. Almost 
the whole of our business is con-
ducted on the bank credit or cheque 
basis. In Australia  there is, 
roughly, six hundred millions of 
this bank credit money, and this is 
the sort of money the Governments 
borrow. Let us visualise the 
procedure.

How Loans are Worked
The loan would be "placed on 

the market" and the public re-
quested to subscribe. Applications 
would be accepted by banks, stock 
exchanges, and post offices. Cash 
applications are always very small, 
and simply mean that the amount 
of cash represented by these 
applications    is    transferred from 
the public   to   the   banks    (a   
definite benefit   to the banks.)   With   
this additional cash   in   their   tills   
they create and issue further credit 
money, which they do. The 
applications which are paid by 
cheque mean that the banks' liability 
to depositors becomes a liability by 
the bank to the Government, and 
this is recorded by debiting the 
depositor and crediting the Govern-
ment in the bank ledgers. The 
proportion of the loan not taken 
by the public is "subscribed" by 
the banks, which merely enter the 
appropriate figures in their books 
and send a cheque to the Govern-
ment  for  the lot.  No cash is 
passed over to the Government at 
all, and the banks have only under-
taken to accept Government cheques 
to the amount stipulated. The 
quantity of legal money as we 
know it in notes and coin is not 
increased at all. The transaction 
is simply an expansion of the quan-
tity of bank money, consisting as 
it  does of entries in books, but 
this increase of bank money, which 
costs the banks nothing, is imme-
diately added to the national debt 
and commits all of us in perpetuity 
to additional payments each year 
for interest.

A Heap of Books
You can easily imagine what 

these "funds" would look like if 
you could see them. They are a 
heap of books with figures in them. 
So when Mr. Casey says we cannot 
"afford" it, or that "funds are not 
available," he is merely saying that 
sufficient figures have not been 
written in the money books, and 
that the Government has no con-
trol over the books or the people 
who write the figures. For many 
years prior to 1929 these expan-
sions of bank money were regularly 
made for the Bruce-Page Govern-
ment, and we called it a period of 
great prosperity. In 1929, how-
ever, the expansions for 
community benefit were not only 
arbitrarily stopped, but similar 
advances, in the form of overdrafts 
to industry, were also called in. 
God and human nature got the 
blame, but they had nothing to do 
with it. The bankers alone were 
responsible, just as they alone are 
responsible for what is going on in 
the same direction today.

A Confidence Trick
Have you farmers, you public 

servants, you wage earners, you 
pensioner s a nd you re tur ned  
soldiers nothing to say about such 
a confidence trick, which robbed 
you of fa ir pr ices, fa ir pay, and 
fair comfort in old age or infirmity? 
And it is about to be done to you 
again! If you feel sceptical about 
anything I have written, consider 
what responsible, expert men have 
had to say on the subject. The 
President of the Midland Bank in 
England:
"In a community like ours, with 
steadily-growing production and 
population, unless there is a cor-
responding growth in the supply 
of money we cannot avoid defla-
tion, with its inevitable accompani-
ment of trade losses and unem-
ployment. The amount of money 
in existence varies only with the 
action of the banks in increasing 
or diminishing deposits. Every 
change in the quantity of money is 
effected pr imar i ly  t hr ough  t he  
a ct ion of the bank, and ultimately 
through the Bank of England."

In the last few weeks proof has 
been furnished that trade losses 
ARE occurring and unemployment 
increasing, and here now is the 
clearest admission, by one who 
knows, that the Bank of England is 
responsible for it. This Bank of 
England, mind you, is a private 
business, and NOT a Government 
institution, as so many innocently 
think. The financial difficult ies of 
the Empire have been brought 
about by this private organisation, 
but none of the great newspapers 
wil l publish any cr it ic ism of it. 
The explanation of this is to be 
found in the fact that bankers also 
control the channels of publicity. 
The Governor of the Bank of Eng-
land is a member of the committee 
controlling the London Times, and 
his brother is the director of the 
Brit ish Broadcasting Corporation. 
Bank directors will also be found 
assoc iated with pract ica lly the 
whole of the great dailies and most 
of the broadcasting services.

Destroyers of Money
The   President   of   the   Midland 

Bank told   us, too, that 
"Every bank loan CREATES a 
deposit, and every   repayment of   
a   loan   DESTROYS   a deposit."

Th is shows that banks not only 
create money (and "create" means 
to produce out of nothing), but  
they also destroy i t ;  and when 
they call in overdrafts they actually 
cancel money before the business 
man has had the chance to liquidate 
h is  costs . That  is  how it is that 
so many of our best people are 
ruined in times of depression, and 
why necessary works are so often 
held up because funds are not 
available.

"A Sorry Farce"
Another well-known authority, 

in the person of Professor Soddy, 
informs us as follows:
"The cheque system, itself beneficent, 
has enabled the banks continuously 
to create and destroy money at 
will. It is the power of the private 
mint which imper ils the future of 
scientific civilisation; which makes 
politics a sorry farce, and reduces 
Parliament to a sham.  It is a 
manifest injustice to those who 
have to earn money that private 
f irms (banks), by a stroke of the 
pen, should be empowered by the  
cheque system to CREATE it . 
But  it  is far worse that  the 
money of the country, by a mere 
refusal of a banker to continue a 
credit to a debtor, should be sud-
denly and secretly destroyed again." 
Through the cheque system the 
banks are private mints, and there 
is not the slightest doubt that the 
credit system, as now operated, is 
the smoothest and most gigantic 
swind le  ever sl ipped over the 
world.

Strokes of the Pen
It is therefore, literally true to 

say that money can be created by 
a mere stroke of the pen, and yet 
how we suffer because we have 
not made suff icient strokes with  
the pen! Th is f inanc ia l question 
was shirked at Lausanne, at the 
Ottawa Conference, and at the 
Wor ld Economic Conference in 
London. All these conferences 
are organised by the people who 
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are beneficiaries of the present 
murderous arrangements, and are 
keen to have them continued. They 
are also always represented by  
"safe" men, such as S. M. Bruce, 
Sir John Latham, Sir Earle Page, R. 
G. Casey, R. G. Me nz ies, J .  A.  
Lyons, T.  W. White, Professor 
Copland, and the like. Strange, 
also, is it not, that when these 
fellows go abroad they always have 
to present themselves to the 
financial dictators. Mr. Menzies has 
just been conversing with the 
Governor of the Bank of England 
(Mr. Montagu Norman) and the 
President of the Reichsbank in 
Germany (Dr. Schacht). Contem-
poraneously, Sir Earle Page was 
conversing with the financiers in 
London and then with Pierpont 
Morgan in New York. A couple of 
years ago Sir Archdale Parkhill did 
the same! So did Professor Copland 
just after he had helped to impose 
the Premiers' Plan on us! The 
financiers treat their servants well.

Finance is the Key
Even the London Times has 

admitted that Finance is the key 
of nearly all policy, but it never 
suggests that it is about time this 
was used to unlock the world's 
abundance for the benefit of human-
ity. Why are people so timid in 
tackling this issue? There is no 
such thing as natural money. Every 
bit of it is made or created by 
someone. And there is nothing 
wrong in creating or cancelling 
money, just, as there is nothing 
wrong in printing and cancelling 
railway t ickets, but the point is 
that the NATION, and the Nation 
alone, should be the initial OWNER 
of the money, and that the money 
should never  be cancelled at a 
rate greater than the value of the 
services used and the goods con-
sumed.

Taxed for Our Own 
Goods

So long as there are goods for 
sale and we can make more goods, 
the     Commonwealth     Government 
has   the   power   to   issue   regularly 
enough   money   to buy the goods. If   
the   value   of   these   goods   and 
services was used by the Govern-
ment as the basis of money, then it   
would   not   cost   the   people   a 
penny in taxation.    As it is, how-
ever, the   Government   never   uses 
its power to monetise the nation's 
production, but   hands   the   power    
as   a present to the   private banking 
system, who then   "lend' the    
product    of   it   back   to   the 
Government in the form of book 
entry loans for public works, and 
the Government charges it to the 
citizens   as   debt, repayable to the 
banks through taxation.    In other 
words, the   people   are   taxed   for 
their   own   goods   and   their   own 
property.

Notwithstanding all this, the 
Commonwealth Treasurer had the 
audacity to say in the House of 
Representatives that members of 
Parliament who mention "credit 
wil l not  be regarded as good 
angels. For whom was he 
speaking? Who would be offended if 
the subject WERE discussed? It  
would be much more fitting to say
that members of Parliament who 
FAIL to tell the people the truth 
about the financial system and the 
money swindle are greater traitors 
than soldiers who betray the 
comrades in wart ime.

The Crux of the Thing
For once   I agree   with one of 

Sir   Keith   Murdoch’s papers. On    
Saturday last, in   its editorial, the 
Adelaide   News   said:   "Food   has 
been in such abundance that it has
been destroyed because it lacked a 
market.    For that state of things 
overproduction, has   not   been to 
blame so much as the inability of 
many    millions    to    buy, through 
absence    of    purchasing    power.” 
That is the very crux of the thing. 
Ample    buying    power    CAN be 
made available, AND WILL BE 
MADE AVAILABLE   when you 
demand   it.     That   is   the   purpose 
for   which   the   U.E.A.   has been 
organised, and if you  fail to give it 
your wholehearted assistance, both 
financially and personally, then you 
will have only yourself to blame if 
you are the victim of another 
depression. We have the power to 
prevent depressions if we join 
together and use it.—Yours 
faithfully, BRUCE H. BROWN

WHY BE SHORT OF BUYING POWER? 
You Have Only Yourself to Blame

A Letter to the Editor from BRUCE H. BROWN.
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Every year sees a larger and 
larger output of books on every 
subject . To keep up to date in 
even one small branch of literature 
would be beyond the abil ity of 
even a person of leisure, with no 
other hobby than reading. Even 
for such a person the collection of 
even the cream of the output would 
be beyond his ability. How, then, 
are ordinary persons to avoid 
squandering what spare t ime they 
have in reading books which will 
ult imately prove to have been 
purely ephemeral? There is a per-
sistent inflation in books, which 
tends not only to decrease the 
chance of readers securing and 
reading the rea lly good books 
which, from time to time, appear, 
wh ic h te nds  t o  push  good 
books published in the past outside 
the reader's remembrance.

One method is to read books 
only when they have proved of 
suff icient value to warrant their 
be ing brought out in a further 
edition. The danger of this is that 
one is always slightly out of date, 
but it is probably better to be a 
little out of date and conserve time 
than to make a frantic effort to be 
right on time, and then waste time 
and energy reading mere husks.

I have recently noticed the re-
printing of two books, in cheaper 
editions, too, which can most profit-
ably be read by all persons who 
desire to have a clear picture of 
the world around them, and to have 
an understanding of the problems 
with which we are confronted.

The first is My Country and My 
People, by Lin Yutang. This book 
may be described as a dispassionate 
anatomy of Chinese political, social 
and personal life. The wr iter is 
quite ready to face up to the short-
comings of his people, and does so, 
but what is better he gives the 
reader an intelligent understanding 
in the causes of these weaknesses. 
No less is he consc ious of, and 
proud of, the glorious tradition and 
heritage of Chinese civilisation. It 
is, at the same time, a penetrating 
criticism and appreciation of 
Western culture.

It  is  wr it ten in what  I would  
call a charming style. I envy the 
ability of anyone to write as Lin 
Yutang does, and marvel when I 
remember that he is writing in a 
language not his own. Messrs. 
Heinemann are to be congratulated 
on bringing out an English edition. 
(It was originally published in 
America.)

It was with no less pleasure that 
I saw that Hutchinsons have re-
printed, amongst their very cheap 
pocket edition, The Growth of 
Civilisation, by W. J. Perry. This 
writer mainta ins that the history 
of civilisation can be written with-
out mentioning a single king or 
person—and does it. It is one of 
the most thought-provoking books I 
have read in the last  twenty 
years.

Another excellent book which 
has broken forth into the cheap 
edit ion is Upton Sinc la ir 's Oil. 
This is easily Sinclair's best novel, 
though it is more than a novel. It  
is an interpretation of international 
polit ics from the viewpoint of the 
o il interests. But don't  let that

put you off—I said it was Upton 
Sinc la ir 's best  novel. But  it  is 
more than that. It is an extremely 
good novel, which compares more 
than favourably with those from 
the pen of any other contemporary 
writer.

My Country and My People, by 
Lin Yutang (Heinemann and Co.). 
Price, 7/6; postage, 8d.

The Growth of Civilisation, by W. 
J . Perry (Penguin Series). Price, 
9d.; postage, 2d.

Oil, by Upton Sinclair. Price, 
4/-; postage, 5d.

My copies from F. M. Stapleton, 
166 Litt le Collins Street, Mel-
bourne, C.I.

-W.   BROWNLEY.
* * *

Man's Worldly Goods (The 
Story of the Wealth of Nations), 
by Leo Huber ma n.  — Th is  is  a  
book that should be read by every-
one who desires to be informed on 
the manner in which the world of 
to-day has become ruled, not by 
justice, equity and common-sense, 
but by the power of money.
In a most interesting and breezy 
manner  the wr iter goes back to 
the Middle Ages, when society con-
sisted of three parts in this order 
—the Church, the Aristocracy and 
the Workers — or, as the author 
puts it—"the Pray-ers, the Fighters 
and the Workers." He descr ibes 
in detail how the economic life of 
the t ime wa s conducted, a nd 
shows, step by step, the develop-
ments in trade, commerce and 
finance up to the present t ime. 
There is evidently nothing new in 
the trusts, cartels and monopolies 
of the present t ime, as these a ll 
had their counterpart, the author 
declares, in the guilds of the past; 
but, just as the necessities of com-
merce gradually superseded the 
guilds, so economic necessity is to-
day demanding adjustments which 
the Financ ial Monopoly opposes 
by such means as Fascism and 
Nazism. The chapter on "Whose 
Natural Laws?" is most entertain-
ing.  The author  says; "The 
economists, at the time of the in-
dustrial revolution, developed a 
series of 'laws,' which they sa id 
were as true for the social and 
economic world as were the laws 
of the scientists for the physical 
world." He goes on to say: "The 
businessmen of the period were 
able  to  se lect  with  great  ease 
natural laws which were complete 
justification for their actions." We 
find to-day commercial men, bank 
managers and others using the un-
intellectual jargon of economists of to-
day for exactly the same purpose. 
In fact, the more one reads of this 
book the more one realises that 
human nature in bus iness is the 
same in all ages.

It may be that the author has a 
sl ight leaning towards Socialism 
as the next step in economic 
adjustment, but whether this be so 
or not this book is well worth 
reading, as showing the gradual 
assumption of power by the com-
mercial and financial cliques down 
through history.

-E.   S.   WILLIAMS.

DR.   HORNABROOK'S 
NEW POST

Dr. Rupert Hornabrook, of 
Melbourne, has been appointed 
unofficial adviser of the Japanese 
Foreign Office. The appointment  
carries no sa lary, and his chief 
purpose in accept ing the post , 
he says, is to improve Anglo-
Japanese relations.

—

VICTORIAN PREMIER,
SOCIAL SERVICES
AND   FINANCE

Sir, —At the quarterly dinner, in 
the Melbourne Town Hall, Mr. 
Dunstan is reported in the Argus 
of August 10 as having said: "If 
people demand better social ser-
vices they have got  to pay for 
them. It is not possib le to pro-
vide such services and at the same 
time reduce taxation." He con-
cluded his speech by saying: "Within 
the limits of its f inancial resources 
the Government will do everything 
possible in the interests of the 
people and the development of the 
country."
The first statement can mean one of 
two things—either that, by
increasing taxation, improvements 
in our social services can be paid 
for out of revenue, or that money 
can be borrowed for the purpose, 
and repaid, principal and interest, by 
increased taxation. There is not 
much difference. According to Mr. 
Dunstan, this exhausts the possi-
bilities of providing such services.

Since taxation means a further 
reduction of the people's purchas-
ing power, Mr. Dunstan's state-
me nt  mea ns th is : If we dema nd 
a better educational system, exten-
sion of electricity supplies, better 
roads, more water conservation 
schemes or re-afforestation, we 
must consume less of the wheat, 
wool, fruit, butter and meat which 
we produce, in spite of the fact 
that about seventy per cent, of our 
people already consume less than 
they need, while we can't f ind 
markets for our surplus. He must 
know, and he certainly does not 
question the fact, that for all pos-
sible social services we have suffi-
cient man-power and materials.

On the other hand, he says 
that everything   possible   will   be   
done, "within the limits of the 
Government’s financial resources," 
thereby explicitly   acknowledging   
the   fact money   alone   stands   in   
the way of   further   progress   in   
the State and better conditions in 
the lives of the people.

Not many people would doubt 
Mr. Dunstan's sincerity in wishing 
to do everything possible for the 
people whose Premier he is, and, 
doubt le ss,  h is  Gove rnme nt  has 
le g is la ted  to the best of its ability. 
Therefore, since his own words go 
so far (probably without his realis-
ing i t ) ,  it should not be very diffi-
cult to induce him to see the folly 
of our present monetary system and 
the unnecessary dependence of 
Governments on the private owners 
of that system. —Yours, etc.,

ALAN   C.   RUSSELL. 
Benalla, Vic.

ROCKS AHEAD!
Sir, —There must be a lot of  

d irty polit ica l work ahead, such 
as increased taxat ion, reduct ion 
of expenditure on social services, 
compulsory militarism, etc., and 
st re nuous ef forts  wil l be made 
to have a Labor Government in 
pow er  t o  ca rry  it  out ,  jus t  a s 
they were in 1914 and in 1929, 
when poor Mr. Scullin was kid-
ded to bring out Sir Otto Nie-
meyer . The power behind the 
present Cabinet wil l make all 
ar rangements. Then, when the 
d irty work has been carr ied out 
to the sat isfact ion of the sa id  
power, the Labor  Governme nt  
wil l  be  empt ied out  aga in a nd  
the react ionar ie s put  back in  
o ff ice. So the game goes on. 
Haven't you noticed the indica-
t ions of a change, such as the 
recent statement of "Joseph 
Aloysius," that there may be an 
ear ly e lect ion; the st r ikes and 
threatened st rikes here and 
there,  and the other  inc idents 
having a tendency to 
temporar ily discredit  the 
present  globetrot t ing 
Governme nt? Does anyone 
know if anything matters in 
Aust ra lia?
Yours, e tc .,

“C. SHORE.”
Sydney.

"PROSPERITY” IN 
ENGLAND AND   THE 
IMMIGRATION RAMP

Sir, —By th is  week 's Emp ire 
Air Mail I received a letter from 
friends who had lived in Austra-
lia for many years, but are now 
more or less permanently domi-
ciled in England. I quote the fol-
lowing signif icant extracts as 
emanating from a well-informed 
and reliable source, and leave you 
and your readers to form your own 
conclusions:

"I see what you say, as to York-
shire wool trade and prosperity in 
genera l here. Well, for about  
eighteen months or two years, ending 
about December 1936, there was 
comparative genuine prosperity. By 
'genuine ' I mean it  really rested
very litt le on armaments, which had 
scarcely commenced here up to that 
t ime, and which even now is not 
yet in full  swing. But it was a 
prosperity which, with all the outer 
turmoil, could not last.  It only 
needed, among other things, the 
collapse in U.S.A., with consequent 
fall in prices of commodit ies, 
etc., to br ing it  to an end. And 
every country ye ll ing for more 
trade and, a t the same time, 
straining every muscle to prevent 
trade by tariffs—including England. 
At the present t ime, without 
armaments, there would be a 
ghastly depression in England. 
As it  is there is a large falling off in 
general trade, and this would be 
much worse except that arma-
ments money reaches these outside 
trades. Australia is bound to feel 
the draught , just as we fee l it  
directly U.S.A. is in trouble. 
Argent ine, doing much similar 
trade to Australia, is now in con-
siderable diff iculty because of 
drought, as well as lower prices."

After observations regarding liv-
ing conditions in Paris, my friend 
proceeds as follows:

"The Rev. R. G. Nicholls, of 
Fitzroy, is here recruit ing lads for 
farm work in Aust ra lia . He was 
on the wireless and holding what 
was obviously a written-out and 
well-rehearsed conversation with a 
lad anxious to go to farm work in 
the Great Open Spaces. The lad 
was desperately keen (according to 
programme), and the Rev. R. G. 
Nicholls was able thus to break 
the news gently that the com-
mencing remuneration, in addition 
to  keep, was 1/- weekly. After 
some few months it was, I think, 
5/-. (It may have been a year; I 
forget.) Then,  I th ink, after two 
or three years it  was 10/ -, or  
even 15/-. I forget exactly. Any-
way, it didn't dampen the lad. As 
he said, there were those Great 
Open Spaces, and the horses and 
the dewy mornings, etc. Then the 
lad's mother conveniently arrived 
at the 'mike' and expressed a little 
(but not too much) anxiety about 
her son's going all that distance, 
etc. All of which (as arranged) 
was successfully dealt with by Rev. 
R.G.N. We ll, dur ing the early 
part of his conversation, the Rev. 
R.G.N. said that he always l iked 
to refer to Australia as 'Britain, 
with all the latest improvements.' 
And, in th is last part , w ith the 
lad's mother, one of the induce-
ments or assurances was, 'Yes, and 
we are getting a Health Insurance 
Scheme soon.''

 Commenting on this latter re-
mark, my correspondent goes on to 
say: "My mind went back thirty 
years or so, when I was one of a 
cheering crowd at about midnight, 
as we watched election results and 
saw that Campbell Bannerman, I 
th ink it was, was winning, and 
that Lloyd George would, there-
fore, bring in Health Insurance. 
'Brita in, with a ll the latest 
improvements.’  Oh, dear!
Whilst this came through on the 
wire less, Charlie (that’s the lad)  
sa id to the Rev. R.G.N., in 
response to that weekly sh il ling, 
and th ink ing of those Great 
Open Spaces, ‘Yes, but when I 
get into the country I fee l as if a  
great load was taken off my 
shoulders.’” My correspondent  
remarks that his wife , who was 

listening with h im, observed, 
“Well you wil l be able to get 
a big load on your shoulders 
when you go.” Was she right? 
I th ink so. —Yours, etc .,

“CHARMAIN”
Kew, Vic.

B O O K  R EV IE W S L E T T E R S T O    T H E  E D I T O R

"Youth Against the New Depression"
MASONIC HALL, St. George's Road (off Glenhuntly Road),

ELSTERNWICK. 
DON'T FORGET THE DATE-

THURSDAY, AUGUST 25th, 8 p.m. 
Hear the Brilliant U.E.A. Youth Section in Action.

If you missed the Brighton meeting, where the Youth Section 
made history, here is another opportunity to hear them in 
action. All under 22 years of age, they challenge the existing 
social order in no uncertain manner. The onward march of 
youth, with its vision of new ideals, is causing Melbourne to sit 
up.  Bring your young friends to hear these champions of 
Australian youth.

AN OPPORTUNITY AND A RESPONSIBILITY!

People of 

BEND IG O AN D DISTR ICT

Arrangements are be ing 
made to establish the 
Electoral Campaign to 
Abolish   Poverty in Bendigo.

Get in touch with
MR. T.   CROMBIE,

70 Casey Street, Bendigo,
and help in the f ight  for

DEM OCRACY.

New Times 
SHOPPING

GUIDE
and  Business

Directory
PATRONISE THESE 

ADVERTISERS.
Their advertisement helps your 

paper. Say you saw it in the "New 
Times."

MELBOURNE (Cont.
(C o n t in u e d  f ro m  p a g e  3 .)

C. KENNEDY, Grocer.   Haw. 229
Opp. Cemetery Clock, Parkhill 
Rd.
DRYCLEANlNG, Depot & Library A. 
1. Fraser, 182 High St. H. 3733.
E. WHITE.   109 High St. 
Confectionery and Smokes.
FLORIST, "Mayfair,' Haw. 1462 
Cotham Rd., near Glenferrie Rd.
GIBSON'S, High St., opp. Rialto 
Hosiery, Underwear and Aprons
GIFTS, & All Jewellery Repairs. Old 
Gold Bought. Greaves, opp. Rialto

KEW.
IMPERIAL DAIRY. R. H. Kent 9 
Brougham Street. Haw. 3243.
LADIES'  Hairdresser.  Haw.  5605. 
"Burnie Salon,"  81  Cotham  Rd. 
M. J. MARTIN, 157 High St.  Haw. 
3794.    Shoe  Store,  Shoe   Repairs. 
MOTOR  GARAGE.     Kew Junction 
Service   Station,   Cr.   High  &   Den-
mark Streets.      Haw. 6457. 
RADI O EXPERT.   J. G. Littlewood. 
267   High   St.      Also   Elec.   Applncs

KEW EAST .
WATCH, CLOCK & JEWELLERY 
REPAIRS. 1. Pink, 16 Oswin St 
WICKER & Pram Repairs. L. Pav itt, 
2 Hale St. Pick up and delivery

MORELAND.
BOOT REPAIRS. J. T. Nolan, Holmes 
St., 4 drs. Moreland Rd.

NORTHCOTE. 
GRAY   &   JOHNSON    Pty.   
Ltd Leading Land and Estate 
Agents 742 High Street, 
Thornbury.

P A R K D A L E .
R A D IO  R E P AIR S AN D  SA L E S.
C, Barnett, 19 Herbert St.   XW1031

SANDRINGHAM.  
A.  RYAN, opp.  Stn.,  Shoe  Repairs 
Tennis Racquets Restrung from 
7/6.
B IG G S  &  L O M A S . T a ilo r s .    F i r s t  
c la s s  W o r km an sh ip .    Su it C lu b . 
C O N F EC TIO N E R Y  and  SM O K E S. 
G ibso n 's , B ay  R d ., o p p . T hea tre .
G R O C E R S .  M cK A Y   &   W H I T E .
Bay  Rd., opp.  Theatre.   XW   1924.
H A IR D R E S S E R   a n d   T o b a cco n is t  
A .  E .  G id d i n g s , 1 3  S t a t io n  S t .  
H O M E  M A D E  C A K E S . W .  
T A I L O R , 2 1  B a y  R d . X W 2 0 4 8 . 
L I B R A R Y , 5 0 0 0  B O O K S. 
C O U T I E 'S   N E W S A G E N C Y .

S T .  K I L D A .
H A R V EY 'S  C O FFE E  G AR D E N .
Sweets.   Smokes.   227 Barkly Street

S P R I N G V A L E .
D A I R Y , M . B o wle r . B uc k ing h a m  

A v e . 
R . M A C K A Y  &  S O N S .
General Storekeepers.   UM 9269.

WILLIAMSTOWN. 
DON  B.  FISKEN, Baker.
1 2 2  D o ug la s   P ar ad e .
D U N S T A N ,  D A IR Y M A N . 2 8  
S ta tio n  R d . 'P h o ne , W 'to wn  1 2 4 . 
H A I R D R E S S E R   a n d   T o b ac co n is t 
C . T o m kins 1 66  N e lso n  P L , 7 6  F er -
g u s o n  S t .

WINDSOR.
E. COOKE, 49 Chapel St. W. 8044. 
High Class Butcher (Cash).
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VICTORIA
PROGRESS. —We are pleased 

to report that indications over the 
past few weeks show that the 
campaign is now starting to cap-
ture real public interest on a 
wider scale. Many more inquiries 
for information, etc., are starting 
to come in, and, with the splen-
did groundwork which is being 
completed in Kooyong, the cam-
paign is quickly developing to the 
stage where its power can be ex-
erted. The Youth Section has 
played a big part in bringing a 
new spirit of vitality and action 
into the movement. They were 
recently responsible for getting 
good publicity for the movement, 
both through the press and on the 
air. With the trade decline de-
veloping, the movement is going 
to become the spearhead in the 
attack for reform, and it is 
essential that the organisation 
be in the position to deal with 
the pos ition. All supporters 
who have not offered to help in 
some way are asked to come 
forward now. There is a 
tremendous job to be done, and it 
needs people of purpose and 
tenacity. Each and everyone can 
play his or her part in what will 
be the greatest drama in 
human history—the fight for 
economic liberty.

YOUTH    SECTION. — The
youth met at the home of Mrs. 
Edwards on Wednesday night 
last, and finalised all arrange-
ments for the Elsternwick meet-
ing to be held in the Masonic 
Hall, St. George's-road, next 
Thursday night, August 25. A 
number of keen new faces was 
present, and this coming meeting 
should be very successful. All 
supporters who missed this bril-
liant team at Brighton are urged 
to take this opportunity of hear-
ing them in action. If you know 
any young people, bring them 
along to hear "Youth Against 
the New Depression." Intensive 
publicity has been given to the 
meeting. It is probable that street 
speaking will also take place next 
Friday night. All young people 
who are desirous of joining up 
are asked to get in touch with 
headquarters, or the secretary, 1 
Gillard-street, Brighton East.

KEW GROUP. —The primary 
meeting for the purpose of form-
ing a Kew Group was held at the 
home of Mrs. Webb last Thurs-
day night. This meeting was the 
first of a series in Kooyong for 
the purpose of capitalising the 
Town Hall meetings. Those pre-
sent showed a very keen interest, 
and, after a brief discussion, it 
was decided to form an official 
U.E.A. Group. Mrs. Webb was 
appointed chairwoman and or-
ganiser, while Mr. T. Landy was 
appointed secretary. It was de-
cided to hold the group meetings

weekly, on Wednesday nights, 
Mrs. Webb has very kindly made 
her home available for these 
meetings, and will be very pleased 
to get in touch with any support-
ers in Kew who are keen to help. 
Remember, every Wednesday 
night at 5 Eglinton-street, Kew. 
All supporters welcome.

HAWTHORN.—Will all sup-
porters  in Hawthorn make a 
point of attending the initial 
meeting for the purpose of form-
ing a U.E.A. Group at this cen-
tre? The date is next Wednes-
day, the 24th, at the home of 
Mrs. Allsop. 26 Grove-road. This 
meeting is very important, as it 
is essential that the U.E.A. push 
on with the work of laying down 
groups throughout the Kooyong 
Electorate.

GIPPSLAND.—It is with re-
gret that we announce that the 
response to the appeal for a regu-
lar broadcast over 3UL, Warra-
gul, has not yet been sufficient 
to warrant proceeding. All that 
is required is the sum of £l/9/-
per week. Once again we urge 
all supporters throughout 
Gippsland to write in and state 
how much per week they can 
contribute towards this worthy 
objective. It need only be 
sixpence a week, but let 
headquarters know immediately. 
Now is the time— not to-
morrow or the next day.

SOUTH AUSTRALIA
WOMEN'S  DIVISION.— The

next monthly luncheon will be 
held on Wednesday, August 24. 
Men are cordially invited to at-
tend.  Rev. A. C. Sanders will 
give an address on his ex-
periences in social reform work. 
Rev. Sanders is vice-president of 
the Christian Social Order, and 
his address should contain much 
of interest to all working for 
that ideal state.

TOWN HALL MEETING.—
United Democrats (Non-Party) 
will join with other organisations 
to help make a success of the 
Adelaide Town Hall meeting, 
convened by the society work-
ing for a Christian social order. 
Speakers will address the meet-
ing on "Plenty, Poverty and 
Realities." A resolution will be 
submitted, calling for a deputa-
tion to present members of Par-
liament with a statement of the 
people's reasonable and just de-
mands. The meeting is arranged 
for Thursday, September 1, at 
8 p.m.

WEST AUSTRALIA
REPORT FROM KOO-

LINDA GROUP.—H.Q. has re-
ceived, as usual, a very lengthy 
report from the secretary of the 
M.V. Koolinda Group. The 
amount of work done for the

Campaign by this Group is truly 
amazing, and one could not con-
vey a correct idea of it unless the 
full report was published. Propa-
ganda leaflets and other Cam-
paign literature have been dis-
tributed in Carnarvon, Darwin, 
Point Sampson and many other 
towns. Prominent people—magis-
trates, school teachers, union 
secretaries, local M.P.s, and 
clergymen—have been contacted, 
either by personal interviews or 
directly addressed propaganda 
articles, and funds have been 
raised to assist the various funds 
of H.Q.

COUNTRY PRESS AND 
NEWSPAPER LETTERS. —
The State Director of Campaign 
and the Hon. Director of Pub-
licity are keeping both the met-
ropolitan and country newspapers 
well supplied with letters to the 
editors and other articles. This 
form of propaganda is having ex-
cellent results.

LOCAL    OBJECTIVES. -
Don't forget local objectives. If 
you know of a possible one let 
H.Q. know of it, or get started 
on it yourself, and they will as-
sist.

The Pingelly Local Objective 
is still going great guns, and citi-
zens in that area are getting 
plenty of education in the prin-
ciples of the Electoral Campaign 
at work; in fact, they have the 
local M.P. quite worried.

LOWER THE RATES CAM-
PAIGN.—The State Director of
Campaign is still seeking infor-
mation in readiness for the 
launching of "Lower the Rates 
Campaign." If you have any in-
formation relative to the rates, 
loans and interest of any roads 
board or council, forward it 
along, for he can use it.
BROADCASTING.—Do not 
fail to listen in to the weekly 
broadcast from Stations 6AM and 
6PM every Sunday night at 9.45. 
RESOLUTION PASSED BY 
CONGREGATIONAL UNION. 
—A resolution passed at the re-
cent annual meeting of the Con-
gregational Union indicates that 
this body of people is alive to the 
paradox of poverty amidst plenty, 
and is prepared to take action to 
remedy the anomaly. The reso-
lution reads as follows: —

"This Council draws attention 
to: —
"(a) The right of every individual 
to a reasonable standard of living.
"(b) The power of modern industry 
to produce goods and services in 
abundance, 
"(c) The present undiscovered 
poverty of a large section of the 
community.
"(d) The need for an informed 
and   d e t e r m i n e d    public 
opinion to seek a remedy for the    
present    situation.     In view of 
the foregoing, this Council would 
urge all individuals   and   groups   
within the community to co-
operate in any necessary action to 
remove   the   un-Christian 
anomaly   of   poverty   in   the 
midst of abundance." This   
resolution clearly shows that 
members of the Congregational
Union understand that in-
complete distribution of the real 
wealth of industry is a fundamen-
tal wrong in society to-day, an 
absolutely     unnecessary    wrong 
that must be speedily remedied if 
we are to avoid economic chaos. 
By stressing the need for organ-
ised    and    determined    p u b l i c  
opinion, they also show that they 
are aware of the only power ex-
isting that is strong enough to

bring about the desired change. 
They make only one mistake by 
suggesting that this p u b l i c  
opinion should seek a "remedy."

Public opinion should only con-
cern itself with demanding re-
sults, and in reality is incapable 
of devis ing a remedy. The 
remedy is the job of the experts 
who are qualified to do the job; 
and, since they exist in abund-
ance, it is  the job of public 
opinion to demand of their repre-
sentatives that these experts be 
engaged to produce the desired 
results—and keep on demanding 
until the demand is acceded to.

MR. CURTIN INVITED TO 
SPEAK. —Mr. Curtin, the leader 
of the Opposition in the Federal 
Parliament, is to be invited to 
address an audience of Campaign-
ers and give his and the Labour 
Party's views on the present so-
called National Insurance Bill. 
As this is a matter which vitally 
concerns all workers in Australia, 
we are trusting that Mr. Curtin 
will accept our invitation, and so 
enable us to get a clear definition 
of the Labor Party's attitude to 
the Bill and national insurance in 
general.

NATIONAL INSURANCE 
CIRCULAR. — Circulars setting 
out the fallacies of National In-
surance, and exposing the present 
Bill for what it really is, a method 
to standardise and commercialise 
poverty by assuming that it is in-
evitable and permanent, have
been distributed to leading citi-
zens, organisations and doctors. 
It is felt that by continually re-
minding the people of the trap 
they are being gulled into, they 
will kick the traces before it is 
too late, and demand the stan-
dard of health insurance that 
Australia, as an exceedingly 
wealthy nation, is capable of giv-
ing them.

PAPER SALES. — We are 
happy to be able to report a fur-
ther increase in the sales of the 
New Era and the New Times. This 
is indeed an encouraging sign. 
We would urge all those 
supporters who obtain their 
papers from H.Q. to be sure to 
order their copies in advance, 
otherwise they will be in danger 
of missing them.

CONTRIBUTIONS. - Have 
we had your contribution yet? If 
not, may we suggest that you 
send it along as soon as possible. 
You can subscribe to any of the 
following funds: The President's 
Fund, the Broadcasting Fund, 
the Poster Fund—all of which re-
quire and deserve your support 
and assistance.

PRESSURE POLITIC! 
IN TASMANIA

The following matter 
suggests the nature of the 
activities being carried out by 
"The United Democrats" (Non-
Party), 101 Collins Street, 
Hobart. Further information 
may be had from the honorary 
secretary.

* * *
PETITION TO   THE PRIME

MINISTER.
For   Permission   to   Remove   

theSlums of Hobart.
Sir, —We, the undersigned, 

citizens of Hobart, request 
permission to remove the slums 
of Hobart and to build in their 
place houses suitable for 
workers on the low wage 
levels.

As all the labour and 
materials will be supplied locally, 
no expense will    be    incurred    
either    by    the Commonwealth 
Government or by the other 
States.

The question, therefore, is 
one of purely local concern, but, un-
fortunately, under the 
Constitution, neither the City 
of Hobart nor the State of 
Tasmania has the power to issue 
the money tickets necessary for 
the exchange goods and labour.

The power to do this has been 
g i v e n to the Commonwealth 
Government. We, therefore, ask
you, as the head of the 
Commonwealth Government, to 
issue the necessary instructions to 
enable the slums of Hobart to be 
cleared. To this end we ask you to 
release in Hobart goods and 
services to enable 6000 houses to 
be built by issuing the necessary 
credit through the Commonwealth 
Bank; the same to be repayable 
from rents received.

The State Government is willing 
to pay for the cost of issuing the 
necessary credit, provided such
cost does not exceed ½ (half) per 
cent.

As the people of Hobart are
backing the issue of credit by their 
own labour and services, we 
wish to state that we do not desire 
any interest on the loan of our 
own credit. (Signed)—
THE CITIZENS OF HOBART 
Note: 
Present   weekly   rent   of   a

£1000 house     ..............   30/-
Under new scheme, rent of a

 £1000 house ..................   14/-
Burden on rates.......................    nil
Burden   on   taxpayer   . .    ..   nil 
Security for credit . . Houses built

Printed by H.   E.   Kuntzen, 143-151   a'Beckett
Street, Melbourne, for   New   Times   Limited

Elizabeth   House,   Melb

E L E C T O R A L  C A M P A IG N  N O T E S

TO OUR READERS—
You may obtain your copy of "THE NEW TIMES"from any 

authorised newsagent. Should your agent not have supplies, please 
ask him to communicate direct with New Times Ltd., Box 1226, 
G.P.O., Melbourne, C.1. ('phone M 5384).

If you wish to have your copy posted direct from this office, 
please complete the form below and mail it, accompanied by 
remittance payable to New Times Ltd.

S U B S CR I P T IO N     F O RM .
To New Times Ltd.,

Box 1226, G.P.O., Melbourne, C.1.
Please forward me "The New Times" for………………………….
months, beginning with issue dated…………………………., 193…

cheque     
I enclose postal note  for the sum of………………………………...

money order

Name………………………………………………………………..

Full Postal Address………………………………………………….
Date…………………………………………………………………
The subscription rate to “THE NEW TIMES” is 15/- for 12 months; 
7/6 for 6 months; 3/9 for 3 months, post free.

How You Can Help the "New Times" 
to Increase Its Fighting Strength

A PRACTICAL SUGGESTION FOR EVERY
READER

With the advent of the recent financial appeal, the  "New 
Times" was given a further leas e of life. However, it is 
essential that immediate steps be taken to increase our 
REVENUE sufficiently to fully liquidate our costs. We have 
already taken steps in this direction by starting to build up our 
advertising revenue and sales. The possibility of getting 
increased advertising partly depends upon an enlarged 
circulation. This is where EVERY reader can help without cost 
to him- or herself.

WHAT YOU CAN DO
We are frequently asked: "What can I do?" Well, you  can 

introduce the "New Times" to your friend s, to people 
interested in reform and, whenever the opportunity presents 
itself, to strangers.

Ask them to try it for a few weeks. Don't rely on t hem 
having the initiative to order it from a newsagent. Get th em to 
sign the "Order on Newsagent" form printed below. They do not 
commit themselves to take it for a fixed period— and they do 
not have to pay you any money. Pass on the form to their 
nearest newsagent who will supply at 3d. per week. Further 
copies of the form may be had, free and post free, from the 
"New Times." Specimen copies of the "New Times" are also 
available (free and post free).

The "New Times" is f ight ing YOUR f ight. Will you 
help it  to do so more effectively?

ORDER ON NEWSAGENT.
To...................................................................... ……………………

(Newsagent)

Address……………………………………………………………..

ARTHUR W.  JONES
OPTICIAN. Greens Building (4th 

Floor),

62 SWANSTON STREET
MELBOURNE

(9 doors from St. Paul’s)

Same Address since 1908.


