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Operating from Canberra is a 
little-known body which is the 
Australian Secret Service and 
Federal Law Enforcement organi-
sation all rolled into one.

Its name is the Commonwealth 
Investigation Branch.

The Commonwealth Investiga-
tion Branch had a curious, almost 
a humorous, origin. Although it 
strongly denies the paternity, it is 
really an offshoot of the Common-
wealth Police Force, which the 
then Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes) 
created in 1917, because, during 
the conscription campaign, he con-
sidered the Queensland Labor 
Government was not giving him 
sufficient personal protection.

The explosion of the famous 
"Warwick egg" against Mr. 
Hughes's anatomy created a re-
percussion which soon afterwards 
found characteristic expression—
statutory rule 325 of the War Pre-
cautions regulations.

Power to do 
"Anything"

With a comprehensiveness denied 
to later Australian Prime Minis-
ters, even in these authoritarian 
days, this rule gave the Common-
wealth Attorney-General power to 
do "anything" he considered neces-
sary for the enforcement of Federal 
laws, including creating of a Com-
monwealth police force.

This    strangely    begotten    con-
stabulary died of ridicule after an 
inglorious existence of about two 
years.

"It was succeeded," says the Her-
ald, "by the Investigation Branch, 
which startlingly reversed the tradi-
tions of Commonwealth depart-
ments by providing itself with an 
endowment fund of £500,000, and 
proceeding to spend yearly less 
than half of the income from this 
sum, thus turning Federal law en-
forcement and allied activities into 
a highly profitable business for the 
taxpayer.

"This is by no means a fanciful 
version of the results of the famous 
Abrahams case, which caused such 
a sensation in Melbourne some 
years ago.

"Officers of the investigation 
branch made a sudden raid on 
certain business interests suspected 
of enormous taxation evasions.

"The books and documents seized 
were of such a character that the 
interests affected paid more than 
£500,000 into the Commonwealth 
Treasury.

"This is believed to be the great-
est tax recovery haul in English 
history—at any rate, since the 
days of the Tudors.

"In addition to having retrieved 
this vast sum, the branch collects 
£5 for every investigation into a 
naturalisation application, and at 
present the receipts from this 
source run into £7500 a year.

"The branch costs only about 
£12,000 a year, so, considering the 
direct financial result of the Abra-
hams raid, it owes the taxpayers 
nothing."

The fact that the Branch has 
been able to balance its budget 
must be very grati fying to Sir 
Keith Murdoch, but taxpayers, and 
citizens generally, would be well 
advised to examine the activities, 
actual and potential, of the Branch 
before patting themselves on the 
back too heartily.

The Branch and Alien 
Immigrants

"It is the special business of the 
Commonwealth Investigation Branch 
to find out all about the prospective 
alien migrant and his guarantors 
for the Minister of the Interior, 
who is guided by the report of the 
branch in issuing or withholding 
the coveted landing permit.

"The branch gauges the 
prospect of any particular alien 
migrant of establishing himself in 
Australia, and the likely effect 
upon employment of Australians if 
he is permitted to enter.

“It investigates his local police 
record, watches his conduct in 
Australia, keeps tab on his 
movements, and enters these part-

icular in secret dossiers, so that, 
much to his surprise, the alien 
finds that he is an old 
acquaintance of the branch, if not 
always a friend, when, seven years 
after he first entered Australia, he 
comes before it to apply for 
naturalisation papers.

"The branch is in close touch 
with British and Continental police 
departments, to make sure that no 
aliens with criminal records come 
here as migrants."

Once upon a time, when flag-
wagging politicians blamed all our 
ills on to Communists, the Branch 
took great care to look into the 
credentials of visitors or im-
migrants suspected of opinions 
with even a faint tinge of red.

But the efforts of Japan, Ger-
many and Italy to take what in-
ternational finance has denied to 
them, has placed the Bolshies of 
Moscow, or wherever else Bolshies 
hail from these days, well on the 
road to being our gallant allies, 
instead of "those b— Bolshe-
viks." The scapegoats who stop 
the blame for our domestic troubles 
change with such bewildering 
rapidity that the Department of 
the Interior has decided to over-
look the colour of an immigrant's 
political opinions, and to concen-
trate on the state of his pocket-
book and industry. The Depart-
ment is between the devil and the 
deep blue sea. It wants the im-
migrant to be self-supporting, so 
that he will not be a charge on 
publ ic funds. It  does not want 
him to take another man's job and 
pay. In carrying out this impos-
sible task, the Department enlists 
the help of the Commonwealth 
Investigation Branch.
The poor mugs. Nothing that
the Department, the Branch or the
immigrant can do will help the im-
migrant to be self-supporting or
save the jobs of Australian workers.
Those things are governed by
banking policy, which dictates
that money shall be issued at a 
certain rate and recalled at a cer-
tain rate.

Perhaps it is too much to expect 
an Investigation Branch to look 
into such an elementary and im-
portant matter.

The Wolf in Sheep's 
Clothing

All the activities of the Branch 
are not of the hopeful and harmless 
order of investigating the pocket 
book and underclothing of immi-
grants.

Just read what the Herald has 
to say:

"The Branch, in addition to 
carrying out a wide range of cur-
rent activities, has a contingent 
function of prime importance.

"The contingency contemplated 
and fully provided for is that a 
State Government may decline to 
use its police to assist in enforcing 
a Federal law.

"That contingency has happened 
twice, and, on the first occasion—
during the fruitless attempt by the 
Bruce Government to deport Tom 
Walsh and Jacob Johanson, leaders 
in the great seamen's strikes which 
paralysed Australian shipping in 
post-war years—it served to bring 
into being a momentous Federal 
law, the Peace Officers Act of 
1925, which is administered by the 
Commonwea l th  Invest i gat i on 
Branch.

"With a comprehensiveness of 
grasp which a W. M. Hughes, 
with all his War Precautions ex-
perience might well envy, this Act 
provides in a very few words for 
the appointment of peace officers 
with full police powers anywhere 
in the Commonwealth, in the event 
of a civil emergency.

In the Days of J. T. Lang
"By the mere act of swearing 

in, the Commonwealth may thus 
obtain a special police force of 
unlimited size, which is not 
subject to interference by State 
Governments. There is only one 
limitation—it may operate only 
in respect of breaches of 
Commonwealth law. 

“This Act was used at once to 
appoint men to guard Walsh and

Johanson at Garden Island, when 
the Government of New South 
Wales declined to place its police 
at the disposal of the Common-
wealth for this purpose.

"Seven years later, when, owing 
to the refusal of another New 
South Wales Government to re-
spect Federal law, arrangements 
were made to invoke this Act at a 
moment's notice.

"When there seemed imminent 
danger of civil disturbance, in con-
sequence of the Lang policy, a 
panel of 10,000 or more names of 
men, eager to be sworn in, was 
ready, and at the first hint of dis-
order the Commonwealth would 
have possessed a civil  guard of 
any size required to protect life, 
guard Federal property and pre-
serve the peace.

"Thus rioting would have been 
quelled at once had the New South 
Wales police been uncertain of its 
responsibilities in that exciting and 
dramatic period.

"At Canberra, the Prime Minis-
ter's Lodge was kept under secret 
observation by the peace officers, 
and arrangements were made to 
throw cordons around the Com-
monwealth Offices, Parliament 
House and the telegraphic and 
telephonic services, if necessary.

"It all sounds very melodramatic 
to-day, but only those in close 
touch know how acute the tension 
was."

The Cat Out of the Bag
This lets the cat out of the bag 

properly. The Branch may be un-
spectacular and undemonstrative, 
but there only has to arise a 
"national emergency" that is a 
challenge to the credit monopoly, 
and we shall have Fascism and 
Communism combined, at their 
worst.

The sneaking little Spolettas of 
Canberra will be seen in their true 
light, as bankers' watchdogs, and 
their ranks will, no doubt, be aug-
mented by a host of hot-headed 
young fools, as yet untouched by

The U.S.A. railways are re-
nowned for their excellent service 
and safe operat ion. Bear ing in 
mind the great number of miles 
covered, and the millions of pas-
sengers carried, it is a fine testi-
mony to those responsible for the 
safety of travellers that only three 
passengers were k illed in 1937. 
But there were others who jour-
neyed! Unfortunates, who hadn't 
tickets and so had to perch pre-
cariously on buffers, carriage roofs, 
or on the brake-rods underneath. 
Death took heavy toll of these, for 
2500 humans met their end vio-
lently and unnecessarily. There was 
p le nty of  room in the safety o f 
the carriages, but these "down-and-
outs" couldn't get tickets. A 
shortage of tickets? Oh, no! the 
booking offices can supply all 
"permits-to-travel" that may be 
required.

Banks also issue permits-to-
travel or money tickets, which en-
able people to travel in the "train 
of life." Comparatively few people 
now command every luxury, and 
they may enjoy a comfortable jour-
ney, safe from danger. The vast 
majority only just manage to pay 
their way, whilst the jobless, un-
able to get tickets, hang on as best 
they can, bewildered and confused 
by the perplexit ies of a fast-moving

economic hardship or the struggle 
to earn their own livings, 
spoiling to get into a fight and 
mow citizens down with 
machine-guns or bat them on the 
bean with batons.

We wonder how many of the 
university students, who so glee-
fully hopped into the fray in de-
fence of "law and order" during 
the police strike of 1923 in Mel-
bourne, would behave in similar 
fashion in this year of grace, 1938, 
now that they have experienced 
the workings of our glorious econo-
mic system.

Thinking back over those years, 
one recollects that a frightful fuss 
was made when a few bright boys 
from the inner suburbs smashed 
the windows of the then thriving 
business of Craig, Williamsons. 
Many years later the Argus an-
nounced in an obscure paragraph 
that the same business had been 
placed under the control of a re-
ceiver. Shortly after, the business 
was closed.

Wrecked by the banks. Wrecked 
by banking policy, which left 
people without enough money to 
buy the goods in Craig's windows. 
Wrecked by the particular bank 
which put in the receiver. Not 
just the windows wrecked, mind 
you, but the whole business!

No pol ice, State or Federal,  
were called in. No volunteers were 
called for or sworn in to stop this 
blatant smashing, or the similar 
smashings which go on every day— 
smashings of human life and of 
property;
But just let a State Premier try to 
assert a degree of financial 
autonomy, or a few poor devils on 
the waterfront hanker after a few 
extra shillings a week, and ten 
thousand bludgeons will be ready 
instantly to "restore law and 
order."

The heads to be hit the hardest 
when the "emergency" arises have 
probably already been carefully 
listed by the Branch.

Which is all  very comfort ing 
in a free democracy.

world. Hunger and sickness dan-
gerous ly reduce the ir strength, 
their grip relaxes, then disease and 
despair soon knock them off.

Well, there is plenty of room on 
this earth; enough food, clothing, 
and shelter for everyone. The 
trouble is at the Booking Office, 
where money tickets are issued. We 
have a right to demand economic 
secur it y as we t ravel on th is  
p lanet . Season t ickets are not  
good enough; we must demand a 
life-pass in the shape of uncon-
dit ional monetary claims, so that 
the cry of "Tickets, please!" will 
not f ind us empty-handed, as it 
now so often does.

We are heirs to a great heritage, 
and are shareholders in the Terra-
Firma Life Line. Our task right 
now is to exert sufficient pressure 
upon our representatives on the 
Parliamentary Board of Manage-
ment, so that they will have issued 
suff icient money tickets to enable 
us all to enjoy a safe and com-
fortable journey through life. Ac-
cording to the recent Royal Com-
mission on Banking Report (para. 
504), the Commonwealth Bank can 
"make money available to Govern-
ments or to others free of any
charge." You see, it can be done, 
but the Central Booking Office 
awaits instructions.

A U S T R A L IA 'S     O G P U

"T IC K E T S, P LEA SE!"
By MARK DODD.

New Times
SH O PPIN G  

G U ID E
and Business 

Directory
PATRONISE THESE 
ADVERTISERS.

Their advertisement helps 
your paper. Say you saw it in the 
"New Times."

GENERAL
ELECTRO-PLATING—Nickel, Sil ver 
and Chromium Plating. Highest 
Grade Work Only. W. R. SPEAK-
MAN, 69 Latrobe Street, Melbourne.
INDUSTRIAL ADHESIVES Pty. 
Ltd., 165 Yarra St. Cold Glues, 
Dextrine.
"LEUKOL." By far the most up-
to-date Toothpaste. No 
Toothache. No Extract ions. No 
Pyorrhea. 80,000 packages sold 
without advertising. Send 2/- to 
W. Winford, 183 Waterdale Rd., 
N.21.

MELBOURNE
ABBOTSF ORD.

HOLLINS, A. R., 406 Victoria 
St. Motor Repairs of all kinds. J 
2047.

ALBERT P ARK .  
GROCERIES.    C. Paten  (cor. Page 
& Boyd Sts.).   Wood, Coal & Coke. 
Orders called for and delivered.

ASCOT VALE.
A. J. AMESS, 390 ML Alexander Rd. 
(Next Tram Sheds.) Motor Garage. 
Just   Price   Discount—Repairs   and 
Supplies.

AUBURN.
BLACK CAT LIBRARY and Ladies 
Hairdrsr. 639 Burw'd Rd. Haw. 1779

BLACKBURN.  
“ A" GRADE MOTOR ENGINEERS 
Station Garage, Whitehorse Road.
W X 1 4 9 0 .
HAIRDRESSER and Tobacconist. 
Ladies' and Gents.'. Wright, 122 
South Parade.
MOTOR REPAIRS, Straton’s. Better   
Service.  Lower Cost.  WX 2748.
PAINTER, PAPERHANGER, etc. G. 
B. COLLIER, 8 Wolseley Cres.

BOX HILL.
ALL Electrical and Radio Needs. 
G. G. Foster, W'horse Rd. WX2681. 
BOOT REPAIRS. Work Guaran-
teed W. Tolley, 976 W'horse Road. 
BOX HILL FURNISHING CO. 247-
9 Station St. Cash or Terms. 
CHAS. L. COX, TAILOR. Men's 
and Boys' Wear. 286 Station St. 
CHEMIST. F. Cheshire, For Your 
Prescriptions. 270 Station Street. 
COOL DRINKS, Sweets, Smokes. 
R. Dannock, 1124 Whitehorse Road. 
CYCLE SHOP and Oxywelding. 
"Alwin" Station St., South of Rly. 
DRAPERY. For Smart Styles and a 
Fair Deal, TAIT'S Corner Stores
DRESSMAKER.   Mrs. Evans. 
Station St., opp. Baptist Church.
ELECTRICAL  & RADIO.   
Holliday. Opp Stn. Sales, Repairs. 
WX 2677.
FURNITURE REMOVERS.
Gill Bros., 264 Station St. WX2073 
GROCER, W. M. Anderson,
Main St.   WX 1233.
HAIRDRESSER and Tobacconist. 
L. Larsen, Station St., opp. Gilpin's.
ICE & FUEL.   J. Underwood.
770 Station Street.    WX 2547.
IRONMONGER & SPORTS STORE P. 
P. Park, 10 Main St. WX1290. 
MARS LAUNDRY CO. WX 2662
Pick up & Deliver. Quality 
G'teed.
RENNIE'S BLUE TAXIS.    WX1946 
Prices. Day and Night Service 
TAILOR, J. G. Penson, 227 Station 
Street. Suits Hand Made from 96/-.
MOODY, 1014 W'horse Rd. Fruit, 
Vegetables Delivered Daily.
WATCHMAKER and Jeweller, 
Barnes.     32  Main  Street.     Repairs.

BRUNSWICK . 
F AM O US     FOR     BEAUTIFUL 
Townsend, 42 SydneyRoad.    FW 
1986.
TOWNSEND. Your Hairdresser and 
Tobacconist is at 46 Sydney Road.  
Look for the Neon Sign.

CAMBERWELL
SORTS DEPOT & Leather Goods. E. 
Goslin, 777 Burke Rd. Haw. 4900

(Continued on page 3.

M R . B U S I N E S S  M A N ...............
an advertisement in this paper will bring you 
in direct contact with buyers who are 
appreciative of VALUE…

PHONE M 5384 AND APPROACH THEM.
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It i s my duty to give you a 
brief resume of some meetings of 
the British Association for the 
Advancement of Scientific Know-
ledge.

This will hurt me more than it 
does you, but you must be kept 
up to date.

We will start with the address 
of the president, Sir J. Stamp. His 
subject  was "The Impact  of 
Science Upon Society."

It  appears that Scientists are 
not only engaged in increasing 
noise and reducing the population. 
Sir Josiah, for instance, has dis-
covered that science advances more 
quickly than politics and economics, 
and wants them better adapted to 
each other.

He did not suggest any improve-
ment in the economic system, by 
which s o c i e t y  could benefit 
materially f r o m  scientific dis-
coveries. Instead, he suggested 
making the mind of man more 
adapted to scientific progress by 
the use of experimental psychology. 
No doubt, he thought that would be 
easier and less objectionable to the 
City.

On this question of the improve-
ment of men's minds, Dr. Julian 
Huxley said the necessary change 
must depend mainly on the im-
provement of the brain. One way 
achieving this is:

Some system for using a few 
highly-endowed individuals to pro-
duce all the next generation.

This   would   mean   choosing 
the highest types of men, such as 
you, sir, or—Oh, well, thanks    very 
much.      It    would   mean, I    say, 
choosing the highest types of men      
and making them fathers of the next 
generation.   No   others   need apply.

Sir    Josiah    admitted    that    
the people     might     object    to     
such methods of improvement.    
But he seemed to regret it, for 
he said that a "benevolent 
dictator" could "add 2 in. to our 
stature and 7lb. Or 8lb, to our 
weight by applying our modern 
knowledge of diet."

But, in any case, it would be 
more than any dictator's life 
was worth to suggest adding 
weight to our women.

So the discussion on improving 
man's brain and body was left 
indecisive, for lack of dictators.

Turning   to   the   discussion   
on Astronomy, we are led to 
question whether   man   is   worth   
improving at all.     Sir James Jeans 
reminds us that in our own 
universe there are   as   many   
stars   as   grains   of sand   in the 
Sahara.

This in itself is sufficient to con-
vince any child of the futility of 
washing behind its ears.

And it is clear from these figures 
that you are, comparatively, of so 
little importance that you may as 
well let Sir J.'s dictator dispose of 
you in the most scientific way.

HAS SPACE A 
FASHIONABLE FIGURE?
Asking the question, "How Big 

is Space?" Sir James said that the 
origin of the solar system has long 
been discussed by "cranks whose 
fancies are unchecked by scientific 
knowledge."

And to prove the difference be-
tween a crank and a scientist, he 
said that a new telescope, now 
being made, may solve the question 
whether space comes to an end or 
not.

This is important, as it shows 
that science has already advanced 
to the point reached by mediaeval 
monks, who believed that space 
stopped at the floor of heaven.

Meantime, there are various 
theories. One is that space is 
finite, and curves back into itself. 
Another is that it is infinite, and 
has "a negative curvature." I think 
that means it has a fashionable 
figure.

We also learn that there are 
several other universes, all running 
away from ours. I didn't gather 
why. It may be because they don't 
like our faces, or they may just be 
playing tag. I see no reason why 
universes shouldn't have their fun. 
Fleas do.

"UNSUBLIMATED 
AGGRESSIVENESS."

Having hinted that man is not 
fit to manage his own existence, the 
scientists went to Blackpool Pleasure 
Beach to study "the psychology of 
mass entertainment." One of their 
discoveries here was that hitting or 
throwing things was "an outlet for 
unsublimated aggressiveness."

As a result of his investigation, 
Sir Josiah said he would like to 
experiment with the workers of a 
large factory, to see the effect of 
entertainment on cheerfulness and 
output.

So you see from   a   scientific point 
of view, the purpose of entertainment 
is to make you satisfied with your 
wages and get more work out of 
you. I trust this will not make you 
want to ''sublimate your 
aggressiveness" by hitting a scientist 
on the bean.

I have said enough, I think, to 
show that the function of the 
masses is not to use science, but to 
let science use them, and that the 
Impact of Science on Society will 
result in a nice, well-organised ant-
heap.

It is true Sir John Orr gave

It  has been suggested that a 
study of ethnology and anthropo-
logy will not help us to solve the 
problems facing the modern world. 
It was stated that measuring the 
craniums of prehistoric and con-
temporary men will not help us to 
solve the problem of poverty, and 
maybe this is true, but it is prob-
ably no less true that ethnological 
studies may help us considerably 
after the poverty problem has been 
solved.

At present truth is scattered 
abroad like the dismembered body 
of Osiris, but the new economics, 
like Isis, will, by solving the econo-
mic and social problem, bring all 
these dismembered truths once 
more into unity.

Ally or Enemy?
Therefore, insofar as ethnology 

contains the truth about the sub-
ject it  studies, to that degree is 
it not to be lost sight of while we 
fight a more pressing battle on 
another front.

I do not claim to be either an 
ethnologist or an anthropologist, 
but I have taken an interest in 
these subjects and I know that an 
understanding of the facts of an-
thropology has been of great help 
in understanding the phenomena 
underlying politics and finance.

As a social science, anthropology 
must be either an ally or an enemy 
of monetary reform, but whether 
it will be the one or the other will 
depend not on the facts studied 
by anthropologists, but on the 
background against which they are 
studied.

Centralisation
Unti l  recently i t  has been 

assumed by anthropologists that a 
centralised form of organisation 
was a natural growth. Influenced 
by the Darwinian theory of evolu-
tion, they imagined that the growth 
of centralisation was a step up-
wards in the evolution of culture. 
Instead, as we are beginning to 
see, it  was a retrogression or, 
rather, a perversion. Men like 
Herbert Spencer and Sigismund

a different interpretation. He 
said science ought to adapt it-
self to man, and give him what 
he wanted. He even suggested 
that, as science could provide 
enough food for everybody, 
everybody ought to have enough 
food.
But this was very out of date 

and unscientific, and I cannot 
understand why such a spoilsport 
was invited to the party.

Freud have confused society with 
centralised social organisation. 
Consequently, they have been in 
the dilemma that natural man 
would not naturally settle into his 
(assumed) natural social 
organisation. Herbert Spencer 
identified social organisation and 
organism, and, instead of logically 
concluding that the interest of the 
individual must coincide with the 
interests of the organism, he 
postulated the antagonism of man 
and the State. His philosophical 
generalisations would have made 
him a Socialist and a 
Totalitarian, had not his acute 
powers of observation detected the 
hostility between man and 
centralised organisation. His 
identification of organisation and 
organism prevented him seeing the 
unnaturalness of centralised society 
and precluded his forming a unified 
philosophy.

Organisation or 
Organism?

In our own day we see the 
psycho-analyst, Freud, making a 
similar identification of social 
organisation and organism, and 
stalemated by the consequent an-
tagonism of man to his environ-
ment. Both assumed the natural-
ness of something which was 
extremely artificial and then won-
dered at the seeming disharmony 
between man and his social organi-
sation. (Incidentally, a great deal 
of psychology is only an escape 
mechanism—a getting away from 
reality. By studying the psycho-
logical  effects of frustrat ion, 
psychologists get so used to taking 
the cause of social frustration for 
granted that they end by assum-
ing its naturalness.)

The Fight Against 
Centralisation

Now, so long as sociology, ethics, 
anthropology, . philosophy and re-
ligion are visioned against a back-
ground which assumes the natural-
ness of centralisation, so long will 
opponents of centralisation in 
finance and government find it 
difficult to make converts amongst 
advocates of those sciences and 
studies.

But, just as centralisation is 
being attacked in the financial field, 
so it is being attacked in the anthro-
pological field. Writers like Elliot 
Smith and W.  J.  Perry have  
shown how centralisation of social 
organisation arose, while 
Matinowski and Hogben have 
demonstrated the decentralised 
nature of Law.

Those who are fighting against 
centralisation in finance cannot 
afford to remain indifferent to their 
fellows who are fighting against 
centralisation in other fields. While 
monetary reformers are attacking 
on the front, the newer anthro-
pologists are helping to turn the 
flank. They may have no small 
part in the final victory.

To neglect anthropology or to 
fail to give support to the new 
anthropological school is only to 
deliver up a few more trenches to 
the enemy.

INSIDE VIEW

"There is a virtual dictatorship 
of the Treasury over the House 
of Commons, and the majority 
view in Parliament is no longer 
allowed to be the ruling force in 
this country." '

This statement was made by 
Mr. R. D. Crook, general secretary, 
Ministry of Labour Staff 
Association, at the annual confer-
ence of the Association at Bristol 
on May 15.

—"Social Credit."

IS  A N T H R O P O L O G Y  A    U S E L E S S
ST U D Y ?

By W. BROWNLEY.

WALLOP!  OR THE IMPACT OF
SC IE N C E

By YAFFLE, in "Reynolds News."

OPEN   LETTER TO DR.   PRIESTLEY

Dr. R. E. Priestley,
C/o Melbourne University.
Dear Dr. Priestley,—
This letter is addressed to you at Melbourne 

University, though you have now left that institu-
tion for a more lucrative job at Birmingham. 
( A n d very sensibly, too. Why should you con-
tinue working for people who are poor only because 
they cling to an antiquated money system?)

But, before leaving, you compiled, according 
to the Melbourne  ''Herald"   (escape from having 
to read which must surely solace your 
departure), a long report, in   which you   
"trenchantly criticised University   endowment, 
administration, and   relations with the 
community."

Now, with the latter two criticisms we are not 
here concerned.    We admire you for pointing out 
that the   University suffers from the same blight 
of artificial poverty   as   the vast   majority   of   the 
citizens of Victoria.

Yet, Doctor, one wonders whether, after all, 
the University is free from blame.   Nothing has 
been more remarkable than   the lush growth in 
recent years of the Economics School—a school 
sporting that well-known defender of the present 
banking system—Premier’s Plan Copland. If the 
University will persist in turning off the credit tap 
with one hand, it can hardly expect to gather 
riches with the other. 

According to the “Herald,” you have remarked, 
and, if so, very truly, that the University is not, as 

 it should be, a centre of contemporary reform 
movements. It still teaches, does it not, a system of 
economics largely based on Adam Smith's 
"Wealth of Nations"? This book was published 
some 150 years ago, almost exactly in the same 
year that Watt's invention of the steam engine 
ushered in the power-economy of to-day, and 
reduced the age of scarcity, which Smith described, 
and the conclusions he drew therefrom, to an 
exhibit in the chamber of horrors of the past.

So, even though scarcity died 150 years ago, the 
University (and the "Herald") haven't yet dis-
covered that pleasing fact. There seems room for a 
bit of trenchant criticism here.

There was, however, one possible construction of 
your suggestions which you would do well to 
abandon. It is this: That the State Government, 
and city councils, should divert a larger share of 
their PRESENT revenues into the University's 
stocking. In other words, that the University 
should be made the driest corner of the bankers' 
dungeon; so that, to change the metaphor, it may 
glide, serene, smug and swan-like, over the turgid 
pool of the poverty of the common herd.

If that is Alma Mammy's object, then the public 
will know how to act. The State, which contributes 
pretty liberally, considering its fat-headed money 
system, to your former University, has every right to 
demand that it shall not teach stale doctrines which 
favour the little ring of credit monopolists at the 
expense of the rest of the people.
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The Banks in 
Palestine

Following closely on the re-
port that Herr Hitler had or-
dered the Banks in Germany not 
only to stop selling securities, 
but to buy securities and to stop 
the slump which developed in 
the Berlin Bourse, it is reported 
from Palestine that a crowd at-
tacked Barclay's  Bank. The 
police stepped in and repulsed 
the attack, killing one Arab. The 
crowd also attempted to set on 
fire the Anglo-Palestinian Bank.

The reaction of a dog caught 
in a trap is to bite the first thing 
it can get its teeth into, even a 
hand which is endeavouring to 
free i t. It  has no thought of 
going out after the person who 
set the trap. Al l animals  re-
act similarly, and, unfortunately, 
many humans display no higher 
degree of intelligence. The Arabs 
have spent many years shooting 
a few Jews, for they can see in 
the influx of the Jews the im-
mediate cause of their loss of 
livelihood.

But gradually the Arabs are 
attaining a clearer vision of the 
sources of their exploitation. 
They have realised the extent of 
their exploitation by oil interests, 
and have proceeded to fire the 
pipelines to demonstrate their 
realisation.

This realisation has apparently 
brought them no little happiness. 
But what was thought to be a 
mountain has only turned out 
to be a foothill, and the sur-
mounting of it has left the Arabs 
with a vision of the real moun-
tain of exploitation and oppres-
sion. That mountain is the 
banking system. A system con-
trolled internationally, by Gen-
tile as well as Jew. A system 
which may have its headquarters 
at Wall Street, or in London or 
elsewhere, and which can almost 
invariably invoke the law of a 
country to protect its property 
and privilege, although it is it-
self above the law and outside 
control.

The   Arabs   will   do   well   to 
forget    the    Jews    and   the    oil 
wells and to concentrate on the 
pseudo-British    banks.     They 
might   then   achieve   something 
wor thwhile.       Their     efforts 
have to be constructive, not 
merely destructive.

Is Mr. Bruce
Reaching His

Dotage?

When Mr. S. M. Bruce started 
his "nutrition" racket in 1935 we 
were of the opinion that he had 
suddenly become mindful of the 
hard row which Australia's far-
mers had had to hoe, and that 
he was intent on putting over a 
little publicity to boost sales of 
their products.

Three years later, and Mr. 
Bruce is still hard at it. He 
apparently believes in the racket, 
and if the people of the world 
won't be properly nourished, the
League of Nat ions wi ll  be 
moved to jolly well make them 
be properly nourished.

The hottest news on the sub-
ject is to be found in last Satur-
day's Herald, and it surely will 
not be long before other planets 
will be called in to solve this one-
big-two-world problem, especially 
as a disastrous plenitude of crops 
is again threatening the world 
with starvation.

The hot news is as follows: —
"An important speech wil l, 

it is understood, be delivered by 
the Australian High Commis-
sioner (Mr. Bruce) to the forth-
coming League of Nations As-
sembly on the nutrition question, 
which was initiated by Austra-
lia in 1935.

"It is felt that, if the League 
can gain and develop the ad-
herence of members to plan in-
ternational co-operation designed 
to raise the standard of human 
welfare, the nations deliberately 
turning their back on this mat-
ter, will find it difficult to jr. their 
action at the Bar of world opinion.

"This question has become of 
major interest, especially since 
Mr. Bruce initiated discussion on 
allied subjects, of which the most 
important is the standard of liv-
ing, a preliminary report on 
which was issued by Professor 
Hall recently.

"The Brit ish press shows 
l i ve l y interest in the forthcom-
ing discussions, leading articles 
appearing in the Times, and in 
other London and provincial 
dailies.

"Australia will raise discus-
sions in the Assembly, under 
the headings of "Standard of 
Living,' 'Economic Depressions,' 
'Agricultural Credits,' and 'Nu-
trition.' "

Mr. Bruce will, of course, be 
wearing the old school tie.

In the pocket of his  grey 
striped trousers there will be a 
sufficiency of coins, and at his 
bank there will be ample finan-
cial credit to ensure his own pro-
per nutrition during his arduous 
labours.

Mr. Bruce would quite justi-
fiably get hot under the collar 
if some busybody started to con-
cern himself over the nutrition 
of Mr. Bruce, a matter which he 
is quite capable of looking after 
himself, thank you, Sir, and 
damn your impudence.

It is a wonder that the solu-
tion does not suggest itself to 
him. Put more money in the 
pockets of the people, more effec-
tive money, and just see whe-
ther they do not quickly learn 
how to look after themselves.

It is true that one or two 
people might, at first, eat all 
day like a cow and make 
themselves sick, but that is no 
reason for holding up the 
experiment. 

They will soon learn sense!

There are quite a number of 
people (not themselves noticeably 
short of material goods) who claim 
that poverty has an ennobling in-
fluence. There are also some who 
quite sincerely believe that poverty 
has in itself the power to refine 
and elevate the spirit.

D e a n Fa r r a r ,  i n  h i s  L i f e  o f  
Christ, states quite plainly that 
what he calls "a decent poverty," 
which would be that of the Car-
penter of Nazareth, is the ideal 
state for the spiritually minded. It 
is seldom, however, that Deans and 
Archbishops can enjoy that ad-
vantage, some of them being com-
pelled to live in palaces, attended 
by liveried servants, and often having 
to dine at houses where the service 
consists of hothouse flowers, 
silverplate, and lengthy and expen-
sive me nus. But  that is  by the 
way. We will concede that to use 
Venetian crystal and a wine list 
served by a butler, while footmen 
i n l iver y a t t e nd  t o  t he  i nne r  
man, is not incompat ible with  
"do ing our  duty in that  state of 
life to which it has pleased   God to 
call us.

Voluntary or Imposed?
We will go further still, and say

that a voluntary renunciation of
material comforts and satisfactions
may strengthen and purify the
spirit. St. Francis of Assisi 
evidently found it so. Nor should we
lightly dismiss as futile and foolish
such efforts at self-discipline, as
Macaulay does when he speaks
scornfully of Dr. Johnson's 
"celebrating the tragedy of Calvary by
butterless buns and milkless coffee.”
This is a shallow criticism, for Dr.
Johnson was far too much addicted to 
the pleasure of the table, and his 
“butterless buns and milkless coffee” 
on   Good Friday indicated a sincere 
attempt to overcome this weakness of 
the flesh, and a   real and humble 
appreciation of the Great 
Sacrif ice that he believed had 
been made for him.

It is very necessary, however,  
to distinguish between such volun-
tary abnegat ion as this  and a 
poverty condit ion that is imposed 
by incomplete distribution of the 
fruits of the cultural heritage. An 
imposed poverty can have no 
spiritual value whatever. On the 
contrary, it is more than liable to 
breed a crop of evils that may 
cr ipp le a character for life. To 
argue, therefore, as many do, that 
we must do nothing to remove the 
causes of poverty, because poverty 
in itself has some spiritual virtue, 
is to build an argument on a very 
unsound major premise.

Freedom
No human being can rise to the 

full measure of his powers t ill he 
is free. He must be free to choose, 
f ree to  expand , f ree to  dare.  
Charles Kingsley, in his Hypatia 
says that every free-willed person 
feels at times that he must do cer-
tain th ings for no other reason 
than that he wants to do them. 
He was speaking of Pelagia's  
brother, the young monk, and he 
adds: "It is a pity when there is 
nothing but a monastic training to 
f ight  th is  desire." Better the 
"choose thou" than the "thou shalt 
not."

The world is slow to recognise 
th is. Forever and forever the 
progress of mankind to  adult 
stature is arrested by the pedagogic 
att itude of those who seek to dic-
tate condit ions to secure the moral

welfare of other people. "It would 
never do" is ever on their lips. The 
higher education of women was 
opposed by such arguments as: "It 
would make them vain." "It would 
spoil them for simple pleasures." 
"It would destroy their essential 
womanliness." To all of which 
Sydney Smith sarcastically replied 
that  "the laws of  man are not  
greater than the operat ions of 
Nature, and there is no fear of a 
woman's deserting her child for a 
quadratic equation."

The refusal to allow subject 
nations self-government offers as 
justif ication: "They are not fit for 
it ." (How can they be, except by 
trial and error?) And we dare to 
say that  of  other  peoples while  
we ourselves hand over to a private 
monopoly (through our Govern-
me nts)  t he power  o f  l i f e  a nd  
death!

Charity
So quite a number of these wise-

acres, who doubt everybody's good-
ness and wisdom but their own, have 
quite made up their minds that to 
abolish poverty from the world 
would be to destroy a sanctifying 
and ennobling influence from our 
sp ir itual l ife. Those who give 
would lose the blessed opportunity 
of exercising their charity, while 
those who now receive—the beauti-
ful quality of gratitude! So two 
revered institutions would vanish 
from our national life - - Lady 
Bountiful and "the deserving poor." 
Well, Robert Louis Stevenson says 
that there are no deserving poor, 
as "charity unduly puffs up those 
who  g ive a nd  humi l ia t es t hose 
so the 'deserving ' would as soon 
d ie as take it ."  There a r e
innumerable instances to prove 
that recipients of "charity” hate 
the hand that feeds them. Quite 
naturally, too.

Evil Effects
Poverty stifles genius, atrophies 

the sense of  beauty, makes us 
mean, self-seeking and sordid—
and very, very often makes us dis-
honest. It makes us gamble and 
drink, it  breeds cr imina ls  and  
drives normal human beings to 
despair and suicide. It destroys 
faith in human nature, and even 
in God's goodness. It breeds hate 
and revenge and a consuming envy. 
It is a total denial of the-father-
hood of God as it is a denia l of  
the brotherhood of man—for what 
earthly father would be guilty of 
lavishing every good thing on one 
son or daughter—good clothes and 
food, and a liberal education—while 
the rest of his children went rag-
ged, hungry and ignorant? Those 
who acquiesce in poverty, then, 
deny God's fatherhood.

Concentration on 
Material Things

So far from concentrating our 
thoughts on material things, the 
abolition of poverty would set us free
from their domination. A hungry, ill-
clothed or insecure person must be 
intensely occupied with thoughts 
of material necessit ies. I think it 
was Carlyle who said that the 
only way to despise and forget 
the body was by f irst taking pro-

per care of it ; and he ought to 
know, seeing that the dyspepsia 
that he acquired in his years of 
struggle with poverty ruined h is 
temper and destroyed the 
happiness of his gifted wife. A 
young girl, seeking her fortune in 
two of our big capital cit ies, 
f ind ing employment hard to get, 
and highly unsatisfactory when at-
tained, told me recently that her 
terrible experiences at that t ime 
made her permanently conscious 
of the need of material things—
that they gave her a preoccupation 
with them that she never pre-
viously had, and which she now 
could not rid herself of. As an 
intellectual girl, and one naturally 
set upon h igher things, she de-
plored the effect on her outlook, 
which was the dire result of her 
temporary lack of money and the 
attack on her health and morale  
the harassing sense of insecurity 
brought.

Thrift
Poverty is never good, whether  

it be poverty of the mind, soul or 
body, and poverty of the body too 
often means, at last, the poverty 
of the other two. Our "thrift"  
campaigns, arising from the pov-
erty complex, must tend to cult i-
vate in generous young minds that 
penuriousness that will make them 
Scrooges some day. A wise 
management of one 's resources,  
in order that one may not be a 
charge on others, must be com-
mended, but to assume that thrift 
is in itself  a v irtue, and sav ing 
and st int ing a valuable aid to  
character, is ridiculous. That that 
view is taken by many, neverthe-
less, can be testif ied to by social 
credit lecturers, who have so often 
been asked, when they pleaded for 
plenty to be distr ibuted: "What  
about thrift?"—as though it were 
a posit ive, and not merely a re-
lative, good. As a matter of fact, 
we have instances in which it has 
degenerated i n t o  a loathsome 
poverty, such as one reads of in 
the newspapers, when old men and 
women are found dead in rags, 
emaciation and squalor, with large 
quant it ies of money concealed 
about their premises.

Bread or Soap?
Poverty is at war with every 

decent feeling, denies every decent 
condit ion, even cleanliness. As 
George Gissing points out in New 
Grub  St reet ,  the smug  sayi ng  
that "one can be clean, no matter 
how poor one is," is as fa lse as 
most of the things that are said 
about poverty by those who are 
not poor.

It is an absolute fact that there
are people in the c ity of 
Melbourne who cannot afford to 
buy soap. Should we condemn 
them then, if they and their houses 
are d irty? Let the cleanest of us 
ask, if, being very hungry, we were
confronted with the choice 
between a bar of soap and a loaf of
bread, what our choice would be!

*           * *
If man had not long ago recog-

nised poverty as an enemy, would 
he throughout the ages have bent 
h is energ ies to  conquer ing it ? 
That conquest has been his major 
preoccupation, and he has potentially 
succeeded at last in that long 
st ruggle. Would it not  then be 
the worst sort of madness to refuse 
to reap the fruits of that great 
victory?
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The processes actually employed 
in different countries to create 
artificial rain all belong to one or 
other of three methods:

(a) Condensation, produced by
lowering of the temperature
of the air.

(b) Ionisation of the 
surrounding air.

(c) Violent    air-disturbance,
secured by the emission of
a     continuous     series     of
sound-waves, which, by
spreading   out   into   space,
enforce   the   union   of   the
fine droplets.

Artificial Condensation
First, then, let us consider arti-

ficial rain produced by the conden-
sation of water-vapour.

In various ways, an absolute 
and definite cooling of the upper 
or lower strata of the atmosphere 
is effectuated. It is thus that the 
aeroplane is used to precipitate 
into space dust-substances carried 
at very low temperature. We may 
also expect the discharge of finely 
powdered carbonic snow. The 
method has actually been employed, 
in the course of trials, to distribute 
as much as two tons of dust-matter 
in a single flight!

Another process, of which a 
great fuss has been made in Ger-
many and in the United States, 
consists in building powerful bel-
lows, to launch into space columns 
of air which rise to a very great 
height and reach temperatures of 
70 degrees C. and 30 degrees C.

As with vacuum-condensers, 
there exists a method very much 
developed in Germany, which takes 
the form of enticing rain by arti-
ficially creating, quite close to the 
ground, and by injection, a kind 
of ice-fog, thus rapidly bringing 
about condensation of the steam 
contained in the upper layers of 
the air.

This latter process, which is cap-
able of creating valuable showers, 
does, however, involve a pre-
existent supply of water. However 
small this may be, it does mean 
in many cases a serious obstacle 
to the practical employment of the 
method for ordinary use. And so 
the proverb which says that "if 
you want rain, all you need to do 
is to water your garden," really 
rests upon a basis of truth.

Now let us see how rain is 
made by artificial ionisation of the 
atmosphere.

Artificial Ionisation
The methods derived from this 

principle are being perfected day 
by day. Artificial ionisation of 
the atmosphere is brought about 
by the application in different 
forms of salts of radium, and even 
more preferably by radio-active 
emanation.

The aeroplane can be used, or 
the discharge of the ions into space 
can be achieved by means of 
rockets. Indeed, we are even likely 
to see the installation on solid 
ground of ion-emission posts, 
mounted on pylons.

In order to secure the ionisa-
tion of important sectors of the 
atmosphere in the most economic 
manner possible, the idea has been 
mooted to employ heavy smoke 
clouds, similar to those employed 
in the navy, these smoke-clouds 
being made radio-active at the 
moment of discharge in the 
neighbourhood of the ion-generator. 

The radio-active smoke dis-
persed into the atmosphere  
neutralises the activity of the elec-
tric field. Accordingly, the inter-
repulsion of the droplets ceases, 
and larger drops form. It is 
raining!

When five or six of these 
rockets were sent up into space, 
we were lucky enough to see rain 
fall several times, in 1936 and

1937, in the Chevreuse Valley and 
once in Beaujolais. There was one 
time, at Gif, in the Department of 
Seine-et-Oise, when the pheno-
menon was actually produced in 
the middle of a perfectly fine, 
cloudless day. It rained in torrents!

A trip round the countryside 
demonstrated that over a radius of 
about six miles from the spot 
where the experiment had been 
carried out, not a single drop of 
rain had fal len, and the fine 
weather was universal.

The method of creating arti-
ficial rain by ionisation of the air 
can be achieved in quite another 
manner. This is a procedure by 
which artificial clouds are dis-
charged, made radio-active in im-
mediate proximity to the ground, 
by the use of the smoke-pots, well 
known in employment as protective 
agents against the effects of frost, 
hoar-frost at the time of the April 
moon, and preferably before sun-
rise.

Applied in this way, the smoke-
bombs bring the dew streaming 
down in a regular shower, inducing 
condensation of the vapours con-
tained in the higher layers of the 
atmosphere. But, quite apart from 
this particular beneficent action, 
the radio-active smoke-clouds have 
a very real effect in stimulating 
the sap in plants and thus forward 
the development of all kinds of 
cultivation.

We would also mention here the 
method of ionisation of the atmos-
phere employed in the U.S.S.R., 
which consists in the use of con-
trolled ultra-short wireless waves.

Finally, let us examine the ques-
tion of artificial rain obtained 
through air-disturbance.

Air-Disturbance
We have previously explained the 
attempts which are being made 
produce precipitation of steam in 
the form of rain, by bringing 
about the expansion of the water-
vapour contained in the atmos-
phere.

Experiments in the laboratory 
have demonstrated that the sound 
waves, which determine the effects

of maximum condensation of 
water-vapour, are the ultra-sounds, 
inaudible to the ear. But, unfor-
tunately, the transmission of these 
ultra-sounds in the air by means of 
emission-apparatus can be effected 
only over very short distances, 
ranging between a few inches and 
a few yards.

How then can we reach the 
clouds situated at heights of 
several hundreds or thousands of 
feet in the sky?

The sound waves which spread 
over the widest field are the infra-
sounds, which will take effect at 
distances of several scores of miles. 
But these, too, are inaudible to the 
human ear.

Let us mark, in passing, the 
striking analogy with the infra-red 
and the ultra-violet rays, rays 
which are invisible to the human 
eye, and which appear in other 
respects to be of poor physical 
power, but are so rich to-day in 
remarkable phenomena, the results 
of which have been applied to the 
solution of so many new chemical 
problems.

These ultra-sounds and infra-
sounds are, day by day, more 
widely discussed, and point to the 
possibility of solving ere long 
problems which may well upset 
humanity altogether.

The very real progress attained 
in the technique of artificial rain-
making by means of sound-waves 
has reached the point of endowing 
the infra-sonorous waves, which 
spread over a wide distance, with 
the faculty of producing physical 
effects identical with those pro-
duced by the ultra-sounds, which, 
as we have now seen, produce their 
maximum effect in bringing about 
the precipitation of vapour in 
water-drops.

How is such a miracle to be 
worked? The procedure is simple 
enough: the emission of continuous 
sound-waves at low frequency, by 
means of an apparatus based on 
the principle of the organ-pipe, 
worked by a powerful bellows, 
with the object of bringing about 
disturbance in layers of air far 
away from the atmosphere. The 
effect of this process can be felt 
in the concussion of windowpanes 
at a distance of miles, the sound-
vibration being comparable to 
that produced in an ordinary 
dwelling-house after a thunderclap 
or a distant burst of gun-fire.

These sound-emission posts are 
either fixed or mobile. They can 
even be fitted on an aeroplane. 
The bellows and the compressor

are fed by electric motors or by 
explosion. A vent, which opens 
and shuts rapidly, creates a suc-
cession of sound-recoils similar to 
those we have previously noted 
as following violent bursts of 
thunder or the explosion of gun-
fire, which cause concussion in the 
air powerful enough to make 
window-panes shake—and to bring 
about immediate precipitation of 
rain.

The emitter of high-angle sound 
waves has practically become a 
kind of "automatic gun." It is 
perfected by a fixture in parabola-
form, set so as to direct or con-
centrate the collection of waves in 
any section of the atmosphere de-
sired.

The rainy winters which we are 
experiencing in France are the 
logical consequence of two 
causatory factors. Firstly, accidental 
phenomena of ionisation in a dis-
turbed atmosphere, following upon 
the development of electricity in its 
application to industrial uses. Sec-
ondly, disturbance arising from all 
the various kinds of vibrations and 
mechanical and acoustic concus-
sions which create noise -- e.g., 
escape of steam from locomotives, 
rumbling of aeroplanes, etc.

It was precisely by the study of 
the anomalies observed in the 
phenomena of nature that the re-
search workers soon found them-
selves on the road to industrial 
solutions, giving them a choice 
of methods for resolving the prob-
lem of artificial rain.

Practical tests, utilising one or 
other of the methods described in 
previous paragraphs, have already 
taken place in different countries.

Over many of the technical sta-
tions, however, there hangs an air 
of mystery. It is easy to under-
stand when we note that artificial 
rain may well play an important 
part, from the point of view of 
national defence—"passive defence," 
as it  is called—in case of war. 
For it  is the fact that rain is an 
ideal means for the precipitation of 
poisonous gases.

And, quite apart from this, on 
level ground, the creation of an 
artificial torrent of rain may quite 
well produce considerable diffi-
culties for an enemy attacking 
force—e.g., loss of visibility, which 
is a nuisance to aircraft.  And,  
over and above this, there is the 
moral effect on the soldier, who 
does not go forward to the attack 
with a good heart when the ground 
is soaked.

It is amusing to find that in 
German literature the "rain-mak-
ing" apparatuses have been chris-
tened "rain-guns" by our neigh-
bours across the Rhine. And 
they might equally well, if the 
occasion arose, be called "anti-gas 
guns."

In Hol land i t  is Professor 
Veraart who is the great specialist 
in obtaining arti ficial  rain by 
chilling the upper atmosphere.

In Soviet Russia many experi-
ments have also been undertaken. 
Thanks to the aeroplane, dust 
charged with positive electricity 
has been expelled into the atmos-
phere. Carried to a very high 
potential, the purpose of this dust 
is to neutralise the action of the 
electric field in the air.

Attempts have also been made 
in the U.S.S.R. to create artificial 
rain by the discharge of controlled 
ultra-short wireless waves. Here 
they are, at last, hoping to effect 
the discharge of special gases cap-
able of producing condensation of 
the water-vapour, in combination 
with other measures. The man in 
charge of these experiments is 
Professor Curden. In an official 
summary, it is explained that the 
method consists in creating in the 
air an artificial cloud, electrically 
charged, and that the results 
obtained are absolutely conclusive. 
The experiment was an exact re-
production of the natural pheno-
menon. As with the French ex-
periments at Gif, which we have 
mentioned before, there was a 
completely blue sky all round the 
spot where the test was under-
taken.

What a boon it will be for the 
vast regions where devilish periods 
of drought hold sway so often! 
The French provinces of Northern 
Africa would seem to be specially 
marked out as the first district to 
benefit by this important and 
salutary work.

As for our own country and 
latitudes, an effective application 
might well be in the dispersal of 
fog from the aerodromes and air-
fields.
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S ir ,  — D r. P a u l  D a n e  i s  a  w e l l -
k n o w n  a n d  h ig h l y - r e s p e cte d  c i t i -
z e n  o f  M e lb o u r n e . H e  h a s t a k e n  
p a r t  f r e q u e n t l y  i n  t h e  S a tu r d a y  
e v e n in g  " H e c k l e  H o u r "  d e b a te s  
f r o m  3 D B ,  a n d  h a s  a l w a y s  g i v e n  
a  g o o d  a c c o u n t  o f  h i m s e l f .  N o  
o n e  w o u l d  q u e s t i o n  t h e  s i n c e r i t y  
o f  h i s  d e s i r e  t o  s e e  c o n d i t i o n s  
m a d e  b e t t e r  f o r  t h e  p e o p l e  i n  
g e n e r a l ,  a n d  e v e r y o n e , w h o  t a k e s  
a n  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e s e  m a t t e r s  
k n o w s  t h a t  h e  h a s  n o t  s p a r e d  
h i m s e l f i n  a d v o c a t i n g  w h a t h e  
b e l i e v e s  t o  b e  t h e  r e m e d y  f o r  
o u r  d i f f i c u l t i e s .  B e c a u s e  o f  t h i s ,  
I  a m  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a n x i o u s  t h a t  
n o th i n g  i n  t h i s  le t t e r  sh o u ld  b e  
c o n s t r u e d  a s  a n ta g o n i s t i c  t o  h i m .  
I p r o p o se  m e re l y  t o  o f fe r  s o m e  
c o m m e n t o n  h i s  re ce n t  c o n t r i b u -
t i o n  t o  t h e  M ed ic a l  J o u rn a l o f  
A ustr a l ia , a s  p u b l ish e d  o n  A u g u s t  
6 , a n d  i n  o r d e r  t h a t  t h e re  m a y b e  
n o  m is c o n c e p t i o n s  o r  
m i s q u o ta t i o n s ,  I  g i v e  t h e  t e x t  o f  
h i s  l e t t e r  i n  fu l l  a s  i t  a p p e a re d  in 
the Medical Journal. It was a s  
f o l l o w s :

" S i r ,  — I  a g r e e  w i t h  D r .  J o h n  
D a l e  i n  h i s  g e n e r a l  c o n d e m n a -
t i o n  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  h e a l t h  i n su r -
a n c e  s ch e m e  a s  a  m e a n s o f s o cia l  
s e r v i c e .  I t  c a n  o n l y  h a v e  o n e  
c e r t a i n ,  r e s u l t ,  a n  i n c r e a s e  i n  
t a x a t i o n  o r  a n  i n c r e a s e  i n  c o s t s  
o f  s o m e  s o r t ,  t h u s  a  d e d u c t i o n  
f r o m  w a g e s .  B u t  I  p r o f o u n d l y  
d i s a g r e e  w i t h  m y  v a lu e d  f r i e n d  
w h e n  h e  c o n s id e r s  t h e  m o n e ta r y  
s y s t e m  t o  b e  a t  f a u l t .  H e  s t a t e s  
t h a t  t h e  m o n e t a r y  s y s t e m  f a i l s  
t o  e f fe c t  t h e  n e ce s s a r y  e x c h a n g e s .  
B u t  I  w o u l d  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  i t  i s  
n o t  t h e  m o n e t a r y  s y s t e m  t h a t  
e f fe c t s  e x ch a n g e . E x c h a n g e  i s  
f a c i l i t a t e d  b y  t h e  m o n e t a r y  s y s -
te m ; b u t  i t  ca n ,  a n d  d o e s , g o  o n  
w i t h o u t  t h e  m o n e t a r y  s y s t e m ,  
s u c h  a s  e x c h a n g e  o f  g o o d s  
b e t w e e n  n a t i o n s .  I t  i s  p r o d u c -
ti on  a n d  e x ch a n g e  o f g o o d s a n d  
s e r v i c e s  t h a t  c a l l  f o r t h  a  m o n e -
t a r y  s y s t e m ,  n o t  v i c e  v e r s a ,  a s  
D r . D a le  a n d  h i s  D o u g la s  C r e d i t  
fr ie n d s  b e l i e v e . — Y o u rs ,  e t c . ,  

" P A U L  G .  D A N E . "

If Not in Money, 
Then Where?

N o w ,  i f  t h e  m o n e t a r y  s y s t e m  
i s  N O T  a t  fa u l t ,  a s  h e  s o  e m -
p h a t i c a l l y  d e cla r e s ,  t h e n  w h e r e  
D O E S  t h e  f a u l t  l i e ?  I t  h a s  
b e e n  p r o v e d  i n  t h e s e  c o l u m n s  
t h a t  b o o m s  a n d  s l u m p s  a re  t h e  
r e s u l t  o f  f i n a n cia l  m a n i p u la t i o n ,  
a n d  a n y o n e  w h o  h e s i t a te s  t o  a c -
c e p t  t h i s  s ta te m e n t  a s  a  fa c t  i s  
r e fe r r e d  t o t h e  M a c m i l l a n  R e p o r t  
in  E n g la n d  o r  t h e  R e p o r t  o f  t h e  
M o n e ta r y  a n d  B a n k in g  C o m m is -
s i o n  i n  A u s t r a l i a  f o r  c o n f i r m a -
t i o n .  E v e r y  m o t h e r  k n o w s  t h a t  
i f  o n l y  s h e  h a d  t h e  m o n e y  s h e  
c o u l d  g e t  p l e n t y  o f  f o o d  a n d  
c l o t h e s  f o r  t h e  y o u n g s t e r s ,  a n d  
d r e s s  b e t t e r  h e r s e l f .  E v e r y  
s h o p k e e p e r  k n o w s  t h a t  i f  o n l y  
h e  c o u l d  g e t  p e o p l e  t o  c o m e  t o  
h i s  s h o p  w i t h  m o n e y t o  s p e n d  h e  
w o u ld  h a v e  n o  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  d i s -
p o s i n g  o f  t h e  g o o d s  o n  h i s  
s h e l v e s  o r  i n  re n e w in g  s u p p l i e s . 
E v e r y  f a r m e r  k n o w s  t h a t  i f  
o n l y  t h e  p e o p le  h a d  m o r e  m o n e y  
h e  w o u ld  h a v e  n o  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  
g e t t i n g  a  re m u n e r a t i v e  p r i c e  f o r  
h i s  p r o d u c t s ,  a n d  c o u l d  t h e n  
e s ca p e  f r o m  th e  c l u t c h e s  o f  t h e  
b a n k e r .  E v e r y  G o v e r n m e n t  
k n o w s  t h a t  i f  o n l y  i t  w e r e  n o t  so  
l i m i t e d  f o r  f u n d s  i t  c o u l d  p r o -
v i d e  fa r  g r e a te r  s e r v i ce s  fo r  t h e  
c o m m u n i t y  a n d  i m p r o v e  c o n d i -
t i o n s  a l l  r o u n d .  E v e r y  d o c t o r  
k n o w s  t h a t  i f  o n l y  h i s  p a t i e n t s  
h a d  i n c o m e s  e q u a l  t o  t h e i r  d e -
m a n d s  o n  h i s  t i m e  a n d  sk i l l ,  h e  
w o u l d  n o t  h a v e  t o  c a r r y  s o  
m a n y  b a d  d e b t s  o r  t a k e  p a r t  i n  
t h e  u n s e e m l y  s c r a m b l e  f o r  a  
b e t t e r  s h a r e  o f  t h e  i n a d e q u a te  
s u p p l y  o f  m o n e y .

Facts are Facts
A l l  th e  a r g u m en t  i n  t h e  w o rl d  

w i l l  n o t a lte r th es e fa cts , w h et h e r
w e  a re  w i ll in g  t o  b eli ev e th em  o r  
n ot.  T h e s cie n tis ts  o f 1 8 9 8  w o u ld  
n ot  b elie v e  th a t  a  m an  h ad  
d is co v e red  th e  lo ca l a n a es th etic ,

b u t  t h e  f a c t  r e m a i n e d  t h a t  h e  
H A D  d i s c o v e r e d  i t ,  a s  w e  n o w  
k n o w  t o  o u r  j o y .  A n d  i f  w e  l o o k  
i n t o  t h e  s p h e r e  o f  h e a l t h ,  i n  
w h i c h  t h e  w o r t h y  d o c t o r  m i g h t  
b e  e x p e c te d  t o  h a v e  a  c l o s e  
i n te re st ,  w e  w i l l  f i n d  t h a t  t h e  o n l y  
r e a l  d i f f i c u l t y  i s  t h e  m a tte r  o f  
f i n a n c e , a n d  t h a t  th a t  d i f f i c u l t y  i s 
c h r o n i c . E v e r y  m e d i c a l  m a n  
k n o w s  t h a t  t h e  p r o fe s s i o n  i s  
a c c o m p l i s h i n g  o n l y  p a r t  o f  w h a t  
i t  c o u l d  a c c o m p l i s h  i f  i t  w e r e  n o t  
s o  h a m s t r u n g  t h r o u g h  i n a b i l i t y  t o  
p u r ch a s e  t h e  la te st  e q u i p m e n t  
a n d  t h e  b e s t  d r u g s .  O n l y  la st  
w e e k ,  n e w sp a p e r  re p o r t s o f h osp ita l 
m ana ge m en t p rov ide d a b u nda n t 
co n firm at ion  o f th is d isgra ce fu l 
co n d it ion .

Maternity Wards 
Urgently Needed

In  th e A rgus of A u gu st 2 4 , fo r  
e x a m p le ,  t h e re  w e r e  t w o  s i g n i -
f i c a n t  i t e m s .  T h e  f i r s t  w a s  
h e a d e d :  " M A T E R N I T Y  
W A R D S :  U R G E N T  N E E D . "  
T h i s  r e fe r r e d  t o  t h e  c e r e m o n y  a t  
S t .  V in c e n t 's  H o s p i t a l  i n  c o n -
n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  
a  c o t  t o  t h e  n e w  M a t e r n i t y  
H o s p i t a l .  T h e  M o t h e r  R e c t r e s s  
o f  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  e x p r e s s e d  h e r -
s e l f  a s  f o l l o w s :

" T h e  n e w  M a te r n i t y  H o s p i t a l  
w a s  p r o v i n g  a  v a l u a b le  a d d i t i o n  
t o  S t .  V i n c e n t ' s .  T h e  a n t e -
n a t a l  d e p a r t m e n t  a t t a c h e d  t o  i t  
w a s  w e l l  a t t e n d e d .  I t  w a s  i m -
p o s s i b l e  t o  a d m i t  a l l  t h e  p r o s -
p e c t i v e  m o th e r s  w h o  a p p l i e d ,  b e -
c a u s e  t h e r e  w a s  n o  r o o m  f o r  
t h e m .  M o r e  m a t e r n i t y  h o s p i t a l s  
a r e  n e e d e d  u r g e n t l y  i n  M e l -
b o u r n e .  T o  e c o n o m i s e  i n  t h i s  
d i r e c t i o n  w a s  a  s h o r t s i g h t e d  
p o l i c y  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  G o v -
e r n m e n t .  M o t h e r s  a n d  b a b i e s  
h a d  t o  l e a v e  t h e  W o m e n 's  H o s -
p i t a l  a f t e r  o n l y  s e v e n  o r  e i g h t  
d a y s  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  g r e a t  d e -
m a n d  o n  a c c o m m o d a t i o n .  T w o  
o r  t h r e e  d a y s  e x t r a  w o u l d  m a k e  
a n  e n o r m o u s  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  
h e a l t h  o f  b o th , a n d  t h e  e x tr a  
n o u r i s h m e n t  p r o v i d e d  f o r  t h e  
b a b y  w o u l d  h e l p  i t  t o  g r o w  i n t o  
a  h e a l t h y  c h i l d  a n d  c i t i z e n .  I t  
w o u l d  p a y  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  t o  
s p e n d  m o re  m o n e y o n  m a t e r n i t y  
h o s p i t a l s ,  b e c a u s e ,  i n  t h e  l o n g  
ru n , i t  w o u ld  p r o d u ce  a  h e a l th y  
n a t i o n . "

Money or Nothing
I t  w i l l  b e  s e e n  a t  o n c e  t h a t  

t h e  M o t h e r  R e c t r e s s  s p o k e  o f  
t h e  n e e d  f o r  " s p e n d i n g  m o r e  
m o n e y "  o n  m a te r n i t y  h o s p i t a l s .  
S h e  s a id  n o th i n g  a t  a l l  a b o u t  
" e x ch a n g in g  g o o d s  b e tw e e n  n a -
t i o n s . "  W h a t  s h e  w a n ts  i s  t h e  
e x c h a n g e  a n d  u s e  o f  g o o d s  
w i t h i n  A u s t r a l i a ,  a n d  s h e  h a s  
t h e  c l e a r  u n d e r s ta n d in g  t h a t  t h i s  
e n t a i l s  t h e  " s p e n d i n g  o f  
M O N E Y . "  T h e  t h i n g s  a c t u -
a l l y  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  b u i l d i n g  
o r  e x t e n s i o n  o f  a  h o s p i t a l  a r e  
l a n d ,  m a t e r i a l s ,  a n d  l a b o u r .  
T h e s e  a re  p l e n t i fu l ,  b u t  t h e  i n -
d i s p u t a b le  fa c t  i s  t h a t  t h e y  c a n -
n o t  b e  p u t  t o  u s e  u n t i l  M O N E Y  
i s  a v a i l a b l e  w i t h  w h i c h  " t o  
e f f e c t  t h e  e x c h a n g e s . "  T h e  
o w n e r  o f  t h e  l a n d  w a n t s  
M O N E Y  f o r  i t ;  t h e  p r o d u c e r s  
o f  t h e  m a t e r i a l s  w a n t  M O N E Y  
f o r  t h e m , a n d  t h o se  w h o  p r o v id e  
t h e  l a b o u r  m u s t  b e  p a i d  i n  
M O N E Y ,  a s  o t h e r w i s e  t h e y  
w o u l d  h a v e  n o  c l a i m  o n  t h e  
s h o p s  f o r  f o o d .  T h e  u s e  o f  
t h e s e  t h i n g s  i s  t h e r e f o r e  d e p e n -
d e n t  a b s o l u te l y  o n  t h e  e f f i c i e n c y  
o r  o t h e r w i se  o f  t h e  m o n e y  s y s -
te m . S u p p l y  t h e  h o sp i t a ls  w i t h  
a d e q u a te  m o n e y  a n d  th e y c a n  b e  
d e p e n d e d  o n  t o  m e e t  o u r  n e e d s ;  
b u t  d e p r i v e  t h e m  o f  m o n e y, o r  
c o n t i n u e  t o  l i m i t  t h e i r  s u p p l y  o f  
i t ,  a s  w e  h a v e  fo o l i s h l y  d o n e  i n  
t h e  p a s t ,  a n d  t h e y  m u s t  c o n t i n u e  
t o  t u r n  p e o p le  a w a y a s  t h e y  a r e  
o b l i g e d  t o  d o  n o w .

Finance the Only 
Problem

And this would continue to be the 
case, irrespective of the quantity of 
vacant land, building materials, or idle 

laboura v a i l a b le  w a i t i n g  t o  b e  u se d ,  
a n d  q u i t e  i r r e s p e c t i v e  o f  
w h e t h e r  s o m e  o th e r  n a t i o n s  
b a r te r e d  l o c o m o t i v e s  f o r  c o f f e e  
o r  n o t .  F i n a n c e  i s  t h e  o n l y  
p r o b l e m  w h e r e  m a te r n i t y  w e l fa r e  
is  c o n c e r n e d ,  a n d  u n t i l  t h e  su p p l y  
o f  m o n e y  i s  m a d e  e q u a l  t o  
t h e  n e e d s  o f th e  p e o p le ,  th e  
t r o u b le s  c o m p l a in e d  o f  m u s t  
i n e v i t a b l y  r e m a i n .  Y e t ,  i n s te a d  o f  
t a c k l i n g  t h i s  i ss u e ,  D r .  D a n e  
in d u lg e s i n  p r o p a g a n d a  
c a l c u l a t e d  t o  t u r n  o u r  a t t e n t i o n  
a w a y f r o m  i t ,  w h i l e  M r .  W .  M .  
H u g h e s  p a r a d e s  t h e  c o u n t r y  
u r g i n g  o u r  w o m e n f o l k  t o  h a v e  
m o r e  b a b i e s !  W e  c a n 't  d e a l  
f a i r l y  w i t h  t h e  b a b i e s  w e  a r e  
a l r e a d y  g e t t i n g ,  a n d  t h e  o n l y  
r e a s o n  i s  l a c k  o f  f i n a n c e — i .e . .  
M O N E Y .

The Alfred Hospital, 
Too

T a k e  t h e  o t h e r  c a s e  - -  t h e  
A l f r e d  H o s p i t a l .  N o  l e s s  a  p e r -
s o n  t h a n  S i r  A l e x  S t e w a r t  i s  
th e  p re s id e n t o f th e  B o a r d  o f  
M a n a g e m e n t , a n d  h i s  c o m m i t te e  
in c l u d e s  s u ch  w e l l -k n o w n  b e n e -
f i c i a r i e s  o f  t h e  C r e d i t  M o n o p o l y  
a s  S i r  R o b t.  K n o x , S i r  B r u d e n e l l  
W h i t e ,  a n d  C l i v e  F a i r b a i r n .  B u t  
e v e n  t h e se  h a v e  h a d  t o  m a k e  t h e  
p u b l i c  c o n fe s s io n  t h a t  t h e ir  o n l y  
p r o b le m  o f  m a n a g e m e n t  i s  f i n -
a n c e — i . e . ,  M O N E Y .  S p e a k i n g  
o f  p e r s o n s  i n j u r e d  i n  c a r  a c c i -
d e n t s  a n d  t h e i r  e f fe ct  o n  t h e  h o s -
p i t a l ,  S i r  A l e x  s a i d  t h a t  i n  t h e  
l a s t  y e a r  t h e  h o s p i t a l  h a d  d e a l t  
w i t h  8 5 4  c a s e s ,  a n d  t h a t  3 8 9  
o f  t h e s e  w e r e  a d m i t t e d  a s  i n -
p a t i e n t s , " t h e  c o s t  t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  
b e i n g  £ 3 7 3 7 ,  w h i l e  o n l y  £ 5 1 4  
w a s  r e c e i v e d  i n  r e t u r n . "  T h e r e 's  
t h e  r u b .  T h e  h o s p i t a l  h a d  b e e n  
a b le  t o  d o  e v e r y t h i n g  e x c e p t  c o l -
l e c t  s u f f i c i e n t  M O N E Y .

The True Cost
D r . P a u l  D a n e  k n o w s  ( h e  h a s  

p u b l i c l y  a d m i t t e d  i t )  t h a t  t h e  
t r u e  " c o s t "  o f  t h e  h o s p i t a l  s e r -
v i c e  w a s  t h e  t i m e  a n d  e n e r g y  o f  
t h e  d o c t o r s  a n d  n u r s e s ,  p l u s  t h e  
u se  o f  th e  a c c o m m o d a t i o n  a n d  
e q u i p m e n t .  B u t  a l l  o f  t h e s e  
h a v e  t o  b e  c o n v e r t e d  i n t o  t e r m s  
o f  m o n e y,  a n d  t h e i r  e m p l o y m e n t  
o r  u t i l i sa t i o n  i s  g o v e r n e d  b y  t h e  
M O N E Y  r e s u l t .  S i r  A l e x  e x -
p r e s s e d  t h e  h o p e  t h a t  a c t i o n  
w o u ld  b e  ta k e n  so o n  t o  re l ie v e  
h o s p i ta ls  o f  t h e  " b u rd e n , "  a n d  t o  
e n s u r e  t h a t  a n  a d e q u a t e  " r e t u r n "  
i s  m a d e  t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  fo r  t h e  
s e r v i c e s  r e n d e r e d .  T h e  " b u r -
d e n "  r e fe r r e d  t o  i s  t h e  f i n a n cia l  
b u r d e n ,  a n d  t h e  " r e t u r n "  a s k e d  
f o r  i s  a  m o n e y  r e t u r n .  T h e  
d o c t o r  w i l l  n o t  n e e d  t o  b e  r e -
m i n d e d ,  e i t h e r ,  t h a t  a  l o t  o f  t h e  
u n f o r t u n a te  i n d i v i d u a l s  w h o  b e -
c o m e  i n v o l v e d  i n  a c c id e n t s  a re  
t e r r i b l y  s h o r t  o f  m o n e y .  K n o w -
in g  t h i s,  p e r h a p s  t h e y  s h o u ld  n o t  
g e t  h u r t ;  b u t  t h e y  w i l l  d o  t h e s e  
f o o l i s h  t h i n g s .

New Equipment, But 
Can't Use It

A f t e r  S i r  A l e x  h a d  s a i d  h i s  
p a r t ,  M r .  G .  J .  C o le s ,  o f  " N oth in g  
O v e r  2 / 6 "  f a m e ,  h a d  h i s  t u r n .  
H e  i s  t h e  h o n o r a r y  t r e a s u r e r ,  
a n d  w h a t  h e  s a i d  i s  i m p o r ta n t .  It  
w a s a s fol lo w s :

" T h e  a c c o m m o d a t i o n  a n d  r e -
s o u r c e s  o f  e v e r y  d e p a r t m e n t  o f  
t h e  h o s p i t a l  h a d  b e e n  t a x e d  t o  
t h e  u t m o s t  c a p a c i t y .  E x p e n d i -
t u r e  h a d  e x c e e d e d  r e c e i p t s  b y  
£ 7 0 6 .  T h e  d e b i t  o n  t h e  b u i l d i n g  
a c c o u n t  h a d  b e e n  i n c r e a s e d  b y  
£ 2 0 7 2 .  I t  w a s  d i s a p p o i n t i n g  t o  
r e c o r d  t h a t  t h e  B o a r d  h a d  n o t  y e t  
b e e n  a b l e  t o  a r r a n g e  f i n a n c e  
f o r  n e w  b u i l d i n g s  t o  h o u s e  
m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e s ,  b u t  i t  w a s  
h o p e d  t o  o v e r c o m e  t h e se  
d i f f i cu l t ie s  n e x t  m o n th  b y a  m o-
d i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  p l a n .  
T h e  s i t u a t i o n  h a d  b e c o m e  m o r e  
s e r i o u s  a s  e a c h  m o n t h  p a s s e d .  
T h e  h o s p i t a l  X - R a y  s e r v i c e s  
w e r e  o b s o le te .  N e w  e q u ip m e n t  
p r o v id e d  b y  t h e  la te  M r .  A . M .  
N i c h o la s  c o u ld  n o t  b e  u se d  b e -
c a u s e  t h e r e  w a s  n o w h e r e  t o  
h o u s e  i t .  O t h e r  s p e c ia l  d e p a r t -
m e n t s  w e re  i n a d e q u a te  t o  c o p e  
w i t h  d e m a n d s . "

J u s t  i m a g i n e  i t !  U s i n g  o b s o -
l e t e  X - R a y  e q u i p m e n t  b e c a u s e  
t h e y  h a d  n o  M O N E Y  t o  p r o v i d e
a c c o m m o d a t i o n  f o r  n e w  
e q u i p m e n t  w h i c h  h a d  b e e n  m a d e  
a v a i l a b l e  a s  a  g i f t !  E x i s t i n g  
a c c o m m o d a t i o n  a n d  r e s o u r c e s  
( t h e  p h y s i c a l  t h i n g s )  h a d  b e e n

t a x e d  t o  t h e i r  u t m o s t  c a p a c i t y ,  
a n d  th e  m a n a g e m e n t fo u n d  i t  im -
p o s s i b l e  t o  o b t a i n  m o r e ,  N O T  
b e c a u se  t h e y  w e re  s ca r c e  o r  u n -
p r o c u r a b l e ,  b u t  e n t i r e l y  b e c a u s e  
i t  c o u l d  n o t  a r r a n g e  t h e  f i n a n c e  
( t h e  p h a n t o m  t h i n g ) .  S h o r t -
a g e  o f  m o n e y  w a s  t h e i r  o n l y  
t r o u b le ,  b u t  i n s te a d  o f  f i g h t i n g  
a g a i n s t  t h e  m o n e y s h o r ta g e  t h e y  
modified the plan of improvem e n t s !  
I n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  t h e  h o s p i t a l  
f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  o f  
t h e  s i c k  h a d  t o  b e  l i m i t e d  t o  
t h e  s u p p l y  o f  M O N E Y ,  
i n s t e a d  o f  t h e  s u p p l y  o f  m o n e y  
b e i n g  m a d e  e q u a l  t o  t h e  n e e d s  
o f  t h e  s i c k .  E x c h a n g e  o f  g o o d s  
b e t w e e n  o t h e r  n a t i o n s  w i t h  o r  
w i t h o u t  m o n e y  d i d  n o t  e n t e r  i n t o  
i t .  W h a t  w a s  n e e d e d  w a s  
A u s t r a l i a n  m o n e y  i n  A u s t r a l i a  
f o r  t h e  p u r c h a s e  o f  A u s t r a l i a n  
m a t e r i a l s ,  f o r  t h e  p a y m e n t  o f  
A u s t r a l i a n  w o r k e r s ,  a n d  f o r  t h e  
c a r e  o f  A u s t r a l i a n  s u f fe r e r s .  T h i s  
u n d o u b te d l y  i s  t h e  fu n ct i o n  o f  t h e  
m o n e ta r y  s y s te m , a n d  i t  i s  t o  t h e  
p r o v i s i o n  a n d  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  
s u f f i c i e n t  m o n e y  b y  t h e  m o n e ta r y  
s y s te m  th a t  w e  m u s t  l o o k  f o r  o u r  
r e m e d y .  D r .  J o h n  D a l e 's  p o s i t i o n  
i n  t h i s  r e s p e ct i s  i m p r e g n a b le , a n d  
th e  c o m m u n i t y  i s  e x t r e m e l y  
f o r t u n a t e  t o  h a v e  s u c h  a  m a n  
s t a n d i n g  s o  s t r o n g l y  a g a i n s t  
t h e  f o r c e s  o f  o p p r e s s i o n .

A "Depressing Effect"
C o u n t r i e s  a r e  r e s o r t i n g  t o  b a r -

t e r  o n l y  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  f a i l u r e  
a n d  g e n e ra l  b re a k d o w n  o f  t h e  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  f i n a n c i a l  s y s t e m .  
T h e  A d e la i d e  A d v er t i s e r ,  o n e  o f  
S i r  K e i t h  M u r d o c h 's  ch a i n , p u b -
l i s h e d  a  s p e cia l  a r t i c l e  o n  A u g u s t  
2 3  b y  i t s  "C i t y  E d i t o r , "  ca l l i n g  
a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  " d e p r e s s i n g  
e f f e c t "  t h i s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  b a r t e r  
i s  h a v i n g  o n  t h e  v o l u m e  o f  
t r a d e .  T h i s  s u p p o r t s  D r .  P a u l  
D a n e 's  c l a i m  th a t  t h e  m o n e ta r y  
s y s t e m  " f a c i l i t a t e s  t ra d e , "  b u t  i t  
a l s o  s u p p o r t s  t h e  c l a i m  t h a t  i f  
th e  m o n e ta r y  s y s te m  i s  n o t  fa c i l i -
t a t i n g  t ra d e ,  t h e n  t h e  m o n e ta r y  
s y s t e m  s h o u l d  b e  a l t e r e d  s o  t h a t  
i t  W I L L  f a c i l i t a t e  i t .  C o t t o n  
i s  b e i n g  p l o u g h e d  i n t o  t h e  f i e l d s  
in  t h e  U n i te d  S t a te s  b e ca u s e  t h e  
p e o p l e  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  s u p p l i e d  
w i t h  m o n e y  t o  b u y  i t .  I n s t e a d  
o f su p p l y i n g  m o r e  m o n e y,  th e  
f i n a n c ie r s  h a v e  b r o u g h t  p r e s s u r e  
t o  b e a r  o n  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  t o  
p a s s  l e g i s l a t i o n  r e q u i r i n g  t h e  
l i m i t a t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  
c o t t o n .  C o f f e e  i s  a b u n d a n t  i n  
B r a z i l ,  b u t  t h e  p e o p l e  h a v e  n o t  
t h e  m o n e y  t o  b u y  i t .  I n s t e a d  
o f  p r o v id i n g  m o r e  m o n e y,  t h e  
f i n a n c i e r s  h a v e  c a u s e d  t h e  a l -
l e g e d  " s u r p l u s "  t o  b e  t i p p e d  i n  
t h e  s e a  o r  u s e d  f o r  l o c o m o t i v e  
f u e l ,  a n d  a l s o  b r o u g h t  p r e s s u r e  
t o  b e a r  o n  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  t o  
h a v e  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  r e s t r i c t e d .  
I n  E n g l a n d ,  m i l k  i s  a l l o w e d  t o  
r u n  d o w n  t h e  d r a i n  a n d  f i s h  
a r e  t h r o w n  b a c k  i n t o  t h e  s e a  b e -
c a u s e  t h e  p e o p le  h a v e  n o t su f f i -
c i e n t  m o n e y  t o  b u y  t h e m ,  a n d  
in s te a d  o f  r e m o v in g  t h e  m o n e y  
d e f i c i e n c y ,  t h e  f i n a n ci e r s  h a v e  
d i c ta te d  l e g i s l a t i v e  m e a s u r e s  t o  
l im i t  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  m i l k  a n d  
t h e  c a t c h i n g  o f  f i s h !  A l l  t h i s  
w h i l e  p e o p l e  c o n t i n u e  t o  s t a r v e  
o r  g o  h u n g r y .  E v e n  i n  A u s -
t r a l i a ,  b e a u t i f u l  p o t a t o e s  a r e  l e f t  
i n  t h e  g r o u n d  t o  r o t  b e c a u s e  t h e  
p e o p l e  o f  A u s t r a l i a  h a v e  n o t  
b e e n  s u p p l i e d  w i t h  s u f f i c i e n t  
m o n e y  t o  b u y  t h e m .  I t  i s  n o  
u s e  s u g g e s t i n g  b a r te r  t o  t h e  fa r -
m e r ,  b e c a u s e  h e  c a n  p a y  h i s  
d e b t s  o n l y  w i t h  m o n e y .  W e  
a r e  p e r m i t t i n g  t h e  s a m e  i n s a n i t y  
h e r e  a s  i s  g o in g  o n  e l s e w h e r e —
i .e . ,  i n s t e a d  o f  p r o v i d i n g  
M O N E Y  f o r  t h e  p e o p l e  s o  t h a t  
t h e y  c a n  b u y  m o r e  p o t a t o e s ,  
o n i o n s ,  m i l k ,  f r u i t ,  a n d  t h e  l i k e ,  
w e  a r e  a l l o w i n g  t h e  b a n k e r s  t o  
d i c t a te  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t 's  p o l i c y  
a n d  b r i n g  a b o u t  a  f u r t h e r  s h o r t -
a g e  o f  b u y i n g  p o w e r .

Dr. Dane's 
Misconception

I t  i s  n e w s  t o  m e  t h a t  D r .  D a le  
a n d  " h i s  D o u g la s  C r e d i t  f r i e n d s "  
b e l i e v e  t h a t  a  m o n e t a r y  s y s t e m  
c a l l s  f o r t h  p r o d u c t i o n  a n d  t h e  
e x c h a n g e  o f  g o o d s  a n d  s e r v i c e s .
T h e i r  c l a i m ,  a s  I  u n d e r s t a n d  i t ,  
i s  t h a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  m o n e t a r y  
s y s t e m  t h r o t t l e s  p r o d u c t i o n  a n d  
p r e v e n t s  t h e  p r o p e r  e x c h a n g e  o f  
g o o d s  a n d  s e r v i c e s .  T h e y  a g r e e

with Dr. Paul Dane that it 
should FACILITATE 
production and distribution, 
and that is precisely what they 
are trying to bring about.

Even Innocent Children 
Made to Suffer

Even the innocent children are 
having needless suffering 
imposed upon them through our 
stupidity. On August 17, the
president of the Children's 
Hospital (Lady Latham, whose 
husband, the Chief. Justice of 
the High Court, helped to 
emasculate the Commonwealth 
Bank and prevented it from 
operating in the interests of the 
community) pointed out that 
in order to catch up with the 
growth of the institution, "a
tremendous increase in revenue 
was needed. Contributions and 
benefactions had diminished, 
while costs increased. The deficit 
in annual maintenance was 
£11,000. Many urgent 
requirements in building and 
equipment could not be delayed. 
The X-Ray equipment was out 
of date and would cost £2500 to 
modernise.  The pathology 
department must be enlarged. 
Accommodation for nursing 
mothers was inadequate. The 
lives of small babies sometimes 
depended on having their 
mothers at hand to nurse."

Dr. Colin Macdonald was one 
of those in attendance, and he 
made the significant statement 
that "lack of money to buy mo-
dern equipment restricted the 
work of Victorian hospitals. 
Had it been possible to buy Dr. 
Chevalier Jackson's biplane 
pleuroscope apparatus, Kelvin 
Rogers would not have had to 
go to America for the removal of 
a nail from his lung."

No matter how we may try 
to shut the fact from our minds, 
the truth remains that the only 
problem facing the committee of 
management at the Children's 
Hospita l is the question of 
finance. The members are not 
concerned with the exchange of 
goods between nations without 
the use of money. They know 
that in order to purchase equip-
ment, to pay the nurses, and to 
remain solvent financially, they 
must have MONEY. Dr. Paul 
Dane also knows it.
The Only Way
The only way to bring about 
the removal of this chronic 
money shortage is to mobilise 
public opinion and require the 
Federal Parliament to see that 
i t IS removed. That is  the 
objective of the U.E.A., and I 
am sure the organisers of that 
body would welcome the assist-
ance of every citizen of good-
will. I therefore respectfully 
suggest to Dr. Dane that he 
throw his weight (physically, 
financially and mentally) behind 
those who are working in such 
a self-sacrificing way to bring 
about the very conditions he 
pleads for. —Yours faithfully,

 BRUCE H. BROWN.

FAMOUS   AMERICAN
PREACHER ON
DEMOCRACY

P rim a r ily , d em oc racy is th e  
co n v ic t io n  th a t  th e re a re  ex t ra -
o rd in a ry  p o ss ib i l i t i es in  o rd in a ry  
p eop le an d  that i f w e th row  w id e  
th e  d o o rs  o f  o p p o r t u n i t y  s o  t h a t  
a l l  b o y s  a n d  g i r l s  ca n  b r in g  o u t  
th e  b es t  t h a t  is  in  th em , w e  w i l l 
g e t  a m a z in g  resu l t s  fr o m  u n l ik e l y  
s o u r c e s .  S h a k e s p e a r e  w a s  t h e  
s o n  o f  a  b a n k r u p t  b u t c h e r  a n d  
a  w o m a n  w h o  c o u l d  n o t  w r i t e  
h e r  n a m e . B e e t h o v e n  w a s  th e  son  
o f a  con su m p tiv e  m oth e r, h e r s e l f  
d a u g h t e r  o f  a  c o o k  a n d  a  
d r u n k e n  f a t h e r .  S c h u b e r t  
w a s  t h e  s o n  o f  a  p ea s a n t  fa th e r  
an d  a  m o th e r w h o  h ad  b een  in  
d o m e s t i c  s e r v i c e .  F a r a d a y ,  o n e  
o f th e  g rea test sc i en ti f ic  exp eri -
m e n t e r s  o f  a l l  t i m e ,  w a s  b o r n  
o v e r  a  s t a b l e ,  h i s  fa t h e r  a n  i n -
v a l id  b la ck sm i t h  a n d  h is  m o t h e r  
a  c o m m o n  d r u d g e .  S u c h  f a c t s
a s  t h e s e  u n d e r l i e  d e m o c r a c y .  
T h a t  i s  w h y ,  w i t h  a l l  i t s  
d i s c o u r a g i n g  b l u n d e r s ,  w e  
m u s t  e v e r l a s t i n g l y  b e l i e v e  i n  
i t .  
- - D r .  H a r r y  E m e r s o n  F o s d i c k .

DR. PAUL DANE AND MONEY 

Should Patients Offer to Pay in Kind?
A Letter to the Editor from BRUCE H. BROWN.
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One of these days the world will 
wake up to the fact that it owes a 
debt to Chicago. Chicago is the 
hot spot of realism. If it  disap-
proves of s o c i a l  institutions, 
Chicago says it  w it h  guns . I f  
there is a question of zoology, 
Chicago answers with tins. Chicago 
believes in the expert and despises 
the amateur. Even in the mat ter 
of funerals.

Consider this item from the Cen-
tral Queensland Herald: "Chicago, 
August 14. —Lester Mclntyre, a 
former salesman, is annoyed. On 
August 2 he climbed into a coffin 
and was bur ied in a grave, where 
he inte nds to  remain for  forty 
days. Now Oscar Atkin, a former 
tax i-driver , is trying the same 
stunt.

" 'It ain't ethical,' complained 
McIntyre through a slender shaft, 
down which people are paying 10 
cents for a peep at him. 'Still, I'm 
not worrying. Atkin isn't a pro-
fessional.' "

No one can misunderstand such 
an attitude. The professional isn't 
worrying. Quite proper ly the 
amateur should get the worry. Let 
the rest of mankind get maudlin 
about all the world loving a lover. 
Chicago has the low-down on that 
idea. You cannot feel it  would 
tolerate any nonsense about an 
amateur having to be captain, say, 
of the English cricket eleven. Ama-
choor? Nix!

Bull by the Tail
It could hardly have chosen   a

more revealing way of showing us 
how wide of the mark we all are. 
We've been making fun of 
professors for years—of their 
absent-mindedness; the jaw-
breaking words they invent  to 
stop their ideas from leaking out 
among the amateurs. In every way 
we can think of we've been showing 
our detestation of them as superior 
persons; besides showing our own 
thick-headedness by paying them 
merely for being superior. But the 
moment they do or say something 
r idiculous, we are all for  them. 
A professor who merely professes 
is less than the dust, but a professor
who misbehaves himself by 
bonneting a policeman or by 
eloping with a waitress, passes at 
once into   the   class   of   kings   
playing "bears” or   cinema   artistes   
being kind to dumb animals.    It 
isn't a very nice att itude.    
There's a bit of "something for 
nothing," as well as "I 'm as good 
as you are" about it. Or, in the 
words of the Chicago salesman, "It 
ain't ethical." Besides, we’ve got 

the  bull   by   the  tail— with the 
usual results.

Being so full of ourselves as 
amateurs, we insist on amateur  
status in everything that matters. 
We shouldn't dream, for instance, 
of allowing ourselves to be governed 
by a professional. No, thank you! 
We know that doesn't work. Never 
again will we trust the army to a 
soldier, or the navy to an admiral, 
or our public departments to any-
one in particular. Give us govern-
ment of amateurs by amateurs for 
amateurs! But somehow it doesn't 
seem to work too well. Maybe 
there's a professional in the wood-
p ile . A nd what  are we going to  
do about it?

Professional   Citizens?
The only thing, as far as I can 

see, is to take a lead from Les 
Mclntyre, of Chicago, and become 
professionals ourselves—professional 
citizens.

It 's a b it  s tar t l ing,  I know.  
There will be quite a lot of pro-
fessional jealousy h igher up. 
Everybody has come to love that 
fine old amateur chorus, "Britons 
never shall be slaves." Even the 
professionals don't mind us sing-
ing that . It  makes them laugh. 
But then they're not Brit ish, of 
course.  And they wo n't  laugh 
when we turn professional, too.

What is a professional cit izen? 
He is  a person who gets pa id  
simply because he's a citizen. And 
how does a citizen stop being an 
amateur? I was afraid you'd think 
of that. That's the nasty part. He 
will, of course, have to go through 
the mental turmoil of finding out 
what it is he wants . At the pre-
sent  mome nt  he's a pretty sick 
man, suffering from all the symp-
toms someone else says he has—and 
only to be cured by the bloke who 
invented the symptoms. Only in 
his lucid intervals could he sing 
with Kipling's "old men": 

"Because we know we have 
breath in our mouths, 

And think we have thought in
our  head, 

We   shall   assume   that   we   are
alive,

Whereas we are really dead." 
Writers of fairy tales thoroughly 
understood this human inability to 
discover what mankind wants, or 
they wouldn't  have wr it ten so 
many yarns about people having 
wishes and coming a buster.

Are You a Slave?
But, at any rate, it is quite evi-

dent from the fervour of "Rule 
Britannia" that people don't want

to be slaves; and it looks as if it  
might be a step in the right direc-
tion if we said to the Cabinet  
Minister 's: " It 's your job to see 
that Britons never will be slaves." 
We shall probably have to tel l 
them again. Ministers are hard of 
hearing when you say anything 
unusual. And, when it does s ink 
in, the first thing they'll say is that 
you aren't slaves. That, of course,

Books are pouring out from 
publishing houses at an ever-
accelerating rate, and the ordinary 
reader can never hope to be up to 
date,  no  matter  how narrow a 
f ield of reading he may select. 
Press reviews are useless. Only  
too frequently what would appear 
to be criticisms are only adver-
tisements, and even when they are 
criticisms, they are only too often 
either too meagre or too adulatory 
to  be of  any use.

So, how is one to form a mesh 
which will catch the good books 
and reject the bad? Not only that. 
How is one to know of excellent 
books already published without 
wa it i ng  fo r  t hem to  become  
classics?

The task is obviously beyond the 
ab il i t y o f o ne ma n,  or  eve n a 
group of men, but it would be 
possible to realise an approxima-
t ion to  th is des ir ab le goal i f  
readers were only to carefully re-
view each book they read and then 
send to  the New Times reviews 
of only such books as they thought 
really good.

Personally, I read a great deal, 
and I generally take note of what 
I read. I thought, therefore, that 
I would illustrate what I have said 
by occasional reviews of such books 
as may come into my hands and be 
worthy of treatment.

"OUTLINE” LITERATURE.
A few years ago saw an ep i-

demic of outlines. One of the best 
of the amusing ones was a satirical 
Outline of Everything. But I am 
not discussing satir ical works. I 
would refer to more serious affairs.

Now, there are two, or rather 
three, ways of attacking the out -
line problem. One may wr ite a 
broad outline of the history of the 
subject, or one may give a critical 
examination of different schools of 
thought on a given subject, treat -
ing them more or less in historical 
sequence.  Or, again, one may 
produce an historical anthology.

It has been my good fortune to 
read three good Out line books 
quite recently. The first was called 
Contemporary Sociological Theories, 
by Pit ir im Sorokin, of the Minne-
sota University. The use of the 
word "contemporary" in the tit le 
was rather  broad, as it  gave a 
critical examination of the socio-
logical theories from the Mechanis-
tic School of the 18th Century to 
the latest psychological theories of 
to-day. An able, d ispass ionate 
book, which any reader would be 
the wiser and soberer for reading.

The  o th er  two  ar e  i n t he  
"Modern Library" series. O ne is  
an Outline of Sociology, and the 
other is an Outline of Anthro-
pology. They are both edited by 
V. F. Calverton, who contributes 
fine introductory studies, and they 
contain representative articles from 
near ly every reputed sociologist 
and anthropologist. Six shillings 
each,  and a wonderful bargain!  
They are books which I would 
highly recommend to all serious 
students of social problems (and 
especially to fr ivolous persons—
for the ir appealing style might  
make even the frivolous to think 
seriously).
Contemporary Sociological Theories, 

by P. Sorokin. (From the Pub-
lic Library.)

Outline of Anthropology, by V. F.
Calverton. (Price, 6/-; obtainable 
from F. M. Stapleton, 166 Litt le 
Collins Street, Melbourne.)
Outline of Sociology, by V. F. 
Calverton. (Price, 6/-; obtainable

is the recognised boloney to feed 
slaves with . You'l l  have to  be 
rather  f irm with  them. Eve n if  
he is an amateur, you simply must 
have a Minis t er  who knows a 
slave when he sees one.

But what is even more important 
than that is for yourself to know 
whether you are a slave or not. If 
you can't  f ind that  out , you'l l  
always be a bloomin' amachoor.

from F. M. Stapleton, 166 
Lit tle Collins Street,  Mel-
bourne.)

—W. BROWNLEY.

"THE FIGHT FOR LIFE." 
By Dr. Paul De Kruif.

Dr. De Kruif is the author of 
earlier works, such as Men Against 
Deat h and Why Keep  Th em  
A l ive? The Fi gh t  f or  L i fe i s  
his latest, and only published this 
year .  His  wri t ings, al l  in the 
style of a master of his subject, 
are directed to showing the marvel-
lous and magnificent achievements 
of medical science in the way of 
preventive and curative medicine 
and of surgery; but he reiterates 
that these are not available to the 
vast majority of the people of the 
world, owing to their high cost and 
the people's poverty. The last 
paragraph of the Prologue in his 
latest book reads as follows: "Now 
the ground is cleared for this 
chronicle of the fight against the 
death of mothers, against the maiming 
death of infantile paralysis, and the 
story of the new wars to wipe out 
tuberculosis and syphilis. What is 
the chance for victory in a 
nation organised for profit, not 
for l i fe?”

Further on in the book he says: 
"More and more among the 
owners of the lives of the people, 
the belief spreads that too much 
human life is what ails us. Now, 
the mass of the people do not own 
their science. The owners of the 
lives of the people are also the 
ones who own the science of the 
fight for life. To-day they can 
turn it off and on, like water from 
a spigot. There are mutterings 
among the people that the balancing 
of the human budget comes before 
the balancing of the budget in terms 
of money. To-day's denial of life is 
not a permanent one. It is only a 
symptom of the mortal sickness of 
an economic order now dying.

"To-day there are headline-howls 
for economy, and bellowing about 
the need to have done with 
national spending. It is deplor-
able, doubtless, that 25 per cent, 
of the national income is eaten up 
by taxes. You may ask, too, where 
does all of the people's money come 
from? And the simple answer is 
now more and more widely known. 
Now, when we are threatened with 
war, the President and Congress 
do not hesitate to go to those 
bankers who buy the nation's bond 
issues." The author shows, at the 
end of the book, how unnecessary 
and uneconomic it is that the people 
should be deprived of their science, 
and he uses the following words:

"But what economic obstacle is 
in the way of giving the people 
life, when it is costing our whole 
nation—its rulers and owners in-
cluded—billions to keep the people 
only half alive and to let them die? 
Will the people wait, will they be 
patient, when they know there is 
not even a rotten economic reason 
why their dear ones should drown 
in the blood of consumptive death, 
perish with childbed fever, go 
blind, become heart-wrecked, and 
go mad with syphilis? The people 
are beginning to know that life is 
no longer a question of do / live 
or do / die? No; in their onward
march of life it now becomes do 
we live or do we die?

The relief of suffering and the 
prevention of dying cannot be 
best served for all so long as 
there remains any money consid-

eration between the people and the 
fighters for their lives."

He concludes this fine literary 
and scientific effort with these 
words:

"This reporter believes that all 
considerations of private profit are 
not only wasteful but infamous if 
they frustrate the fight for life; if 
they deny the right of one human 
being to live."

-E. S. WILLIAMS.

A M A TE U R S   A R E N 'T    E TH IC A L

By THE WALRUS.

B O O K    R EV IEW S

N O  L IC E N C E  D O E S  M E A N
PR O H IB ITIO N

A  " Y e s"  V o t e  w i l l  u n d o u b t e d ly  d e p r i v e  o f  t h e i r  L ic en c e s ,  H o te ls ,  
G r o c e r s ,  S p i r i t  M e r c h a n t s ,  C l u b s  a n d  W i n e  S e l l e r s .

E m i n e n t  V ic to r ia n  C o u n se l h a s  g iv e n  h is  o p in i o n  t h at if  t h e  " N o -
L ic e n c e "  r e so lu t i o n  w e r e  c a r r i ed  a t  t h e  P o ll  o n  O c to b e r  8 ,  a p a r t  f r o m  
te m p o r a r y  p r o v i sio n s a n d  u n im p o r t a n t e x c ep t io n s ,  the fo ll o w i n g  p o si t io n  
w o u ld  e x i s t:

T he  m a n u fa c t ur e  o f  l i q u o r  w i l l  no t b e p r o h ib ite d ,  but  a f te r  
m a n u f a c t u r e  i t c a n  b e s o l d  o n l y  f o r  d e l i v e r y  b e y o n d t h e  l i m i t s  o f  
th e  S ta te .

W i t h i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  V i c t o r ia  t h e  s a l e ,  s u p p l y ,  b a r te r  o r  d i s p o sa l  
o f  l i q u o r  w i l l  b e  i l l e g a l  a n d  p u n i s h a b le .

B r e w e r s  a n d  v i g n e r o n s  w i l l  n o t  b e  a b l e  w i t h i n  t h e  la w  t o  se l l  
o r  m a k e  d e li v e r y  o f  l i q u o r , a n d  e v e n  i f  o t h e r  r e ta ile r s w e r e  a b le  to  
o b ta in  s u p p l i e s  o f  l i q u o r  f r o m  m a n u f a c t u r er s ,  t h e y  c o u ld  n o t  l e g a l l y  
s e l l  i t  o r  e v e n  g r a t u i t o u s l y  d i s p o s e  o f  i t .

E v e n  a ss u m i n g  t h a t l i q u o r  c o u ld  b e o b ta in e d ,  th e  p ro h i b it io n  
a g a i n s t  i t s  s u p p l y  o r  d i s p o s a l  w o u l d  a p p l y  t o  t h e  gr a t u i t o u s  
s u p p l y  o f  l i q u o r  t o  a  g u e s t  i n  a  p r i v a t e  h o u s e .

THIS IS PROHIBITION WITH A VENGEANCE.

VO TE N O      X
AT THE PROHIBITION POLL, OCTOBER 8.

A uth orised b y J.J. L iston and B rig .-G en eral J. C . Stew art, A ssistant 
D irector, The B lock, C ollins S treet, C .1.
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KEW EAST.
WATCH, CLOCK & 
JEWELLERY REPAIRS. 1. Pink, 
16 Oswin St. 
WICKER & Pram Repairs. L. 
Pavitt, 2 Hale St. Pick up and 
deliver

MORELAND.
BOOT REPAIRS. J. T. Nolan, 
Holmes St., 4 drs. Moreland Rd.

NORTHCOTE. 
GRAY   A   JOHNSON   Pty.   Ltd 
Leading Land and Estate Agents. 
742 High Street, Thornbury.

PARKDALE.
RADIO REPAIRS AND SALES.
C, Barnett, 19 Herbert St.   XW2031

SANDRINGHAM. 
A. RYAN, opp. Stn., Shoe Repairs. 
Tennis Racquets Restrung from 
7/6.
BIGGS & LOMAS. Tailors.  First-
class Workmanship.    Suit Club. 
CONFECTIONERY and SMOKES. 
Gibson's, Bay Rd., opp. Theatre.
GROCERS. McKAY A  WHITE.
Bay Rd., opp. Theatre.   XW 1924.
HAIRDRESSER and Tobacconist. 
A. E. Giddings, 13 Station St. 
HOME MADE CAKES. F . 
TAYLOR, 21 Bay Rd. XW2048. 
LIBRARY, 5000 BOOKS. 
COUTIE'S  NEWSAGENCY.

ST. KILDA. 
HARVEY'S COFFEE GARDEN.
Sweets.   Smokes.   227 Barkly 
Street

SPRINGVALE. 
DAIRY, M. Bowler. Buckingham 
Ave. R. MACKAY & SONS. 
General  Storekeepers.   UM  9269.

WILLIAMSTOWN. 
DON B. FISKEN, Baker. 122 
Douglas Parade.
DUNSTAN,  DAIRYMAN 28 Station 
Rd. 'Phone, W'town 124. 
HAIRDRESSER and  Tobacconist 
C. Tomkins, 166 Nelson Pl., 76 Fer-
guson St.

WINDSOR.
E . C O O K E , 4 9  C ha pe l S t. W . 
80 44 . H i g h  C la s s  B u t c h e r  
( C a s h ) .
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VICTORIA
S P E A K E R S ' C L A S S — O w in g

to  th e  in c re a s i n g  d e m a n d  fo r  
sp e a k e r s  w h o  a r e  th o r o u g h l y  
fam i lia r  w it h  a ll  th e  sa lien t  p o in ts  
o f th e  ca m p aig n ,  U .E .A . h ea d-
q u a r te r s  w i l l  b e  c o n d u c t in g  a  
reg u la r  sp e ak e r s' c la s s  e ve r y tw o  
w eek s,  s ta r t in g  fr o m  W ed n e sd a y,  
S e p t e m b e r  1 4 .  A l l  t h o se  w h o  
w o u ld  l ik e  to  b eco m e  th o ro u g h ly  
c o n v e rsa n t  w i th  th e  p r e se n ta t io n  
o f th e  ca m p a ig n  a re  a sk e d  to  a t-
ten d  th ese  m ee tin g s.  T h e y w il l  
p ro v id e  o p p o r tu n it ie s fo r  e v e r y-
o n e  t o  o v e r c o m e  t h e i r  w e a k  
p o in ts  in  fro n t o f a  fr ien d ly  a u d i-
e n c e .  A l l  t h o s e  w h o  d e s i r e  t o  
c o m e  a l o n g  a n d  l is t e n  w i l l  a l so
b e  w e lco m e .

Y O U T H     S E C T IO N .  - -  T h e
U .E .A .  Y o u th  S e c t io n  c o n t in u e s  
to  m a k e  ra p id  p ro g res s,  a n d  h a s  
b ee n  g iv e n a  gr ea t  a m o u n t  o f  
p u b l ic it y  in  th e  d a i ly  p re ss . T h i s  
h a s  r e su l te d  in  m a n y  in q u i r ie s .  
T h e  yo u t h  m u s t  b e  co n g ra tu la te d  
o n  th e  r e su l t s  th e y a re  ac h ie v in g  
a t  th e  p r e s e n t  t i m e .  I t  i s  a  l o n g  
tim e  sinc e  w e h av e  seen  su ch  en -
th u s ia s m .  I t  is  g r o w i n g  r a p i d l y .

M I D D L E        B R I G H T O N
M E E T IN G . — T h e  n e x t b ig  m ee t-
i n g  o f  t h e  Y o u t h  S e c t i o n  i s  t o  
tak e  p lace  n e x t  T u e sd a y n ig h t.  
S ep tem b er  6 ,  a t  th e  n ew  M aso n ic  
H a l l ,  C h u r c h - s t r e e t ,  M i d d l e ,  
B r ig h t o n .  T h is  p ro m i se s  to  p ro -
v id e  a  reco rd  a tten d an ce ,  a n d  a l l 
th o se  s u p p o r te rs  w h o  h a v e  n o t  
h e a r d  t h i s  t e a m  i n  a c t i o n  a r e  
u rg ed  to  b e  p resen t. A  b ig  p ro -
g ram m e  h as  b een  m ap p e d o u t fo r  
f u t u r e  a c t i v i t ie s ,  a n d  m e e t i n g s  
a re  to  b e  sp eed ed  u p  to  th e  p o in t 
w h e re  th e y w il l b e  ru n  e v e r y  1 0  
d a y s .  A c t i o n  h a s  b e c o m e  th e  
k e y n o te  o f t h e  c a m p a ig n .

E L S T E R N W IC K .  - -  T h e  fo l -
lo w -u p  m ee ting  fro m  th e  p u b lic  
m e e t i n g  s h o w e d  a  n u m b e r  o f  
n ew  face s . A ll  p rese n t sh o w e d  a  
v e r y  k e e n  i n te r e s t ,  a n d  a  v e r y  
s tr o n g  g r o u p  ca n  b e  e xp ec te d  a t  
th is  c e n tre .

S T R E E T  S P E A K I N G .  - -  I n
co n ju n c t io n  w i t h  o th e r  p u b lic i t y  
th e  Y o u th  S ec tio n  is a lso  co n -
d u c t in g  s t re e t  sp e a k in g  in  th e  
s u b u r b s ,  w i t h  g r e a t  s u c c e s s .  
S p ea k e rs  a r e  th u s g iv e n  e x p e ri -
en ce , w h ile  th e  m ov e m e n t i s b e -
i n g  p u t  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  b e fo r e  
th e  p u b l ic .

S O C I A L  A C T I V I T I E S  O F  
Y O U T H  S E C T IO N .  - -  A p a r t  
f r o m  t h e  m o r e  s e r i o u s  w o r k  o f  
th e  ca m p a ig n ,  th e  yo u n g  p e o p le  
a lso  h av e  a  v e r y s tr o n g  so c ia l  
co m m it tee  fo r  th e  p u rp o s e  o f  
p ro v id in g  re lax a tio n  a n d  fo r  ra is -
in g  fu n d s  t o  c o n d u c t  t h e  c a m -
p aign. T heir first H o use P arty last 
S a tu rd a y n ig h t w as  v e r y su ccess-
fu l, b o th  f in an c ia ll y  a n d  s o c ia ll y .  
I t  i s  i n t e n d e d  t o  i n t e r e s t  n e w  
p e o p l e  a t  t h e s e  e v e n i n g s .  W e  
h a v e  b e e n  a s k e d  t o  r e p o r t  t h a t  
th e  n e x t  s o c i a l  n ig h t  w i l l  b e  a  
p i c t u r e  p a r t y .  T h i s  w i l l  t a k e  
p lace  o n  S ep te m b e r  1 4 , a n d  t ic -
k e t s  w i l l  b e  a v a i l a b l e  a t  t h e  
U .E .A . roo m s.

H A W T H O R N .— A l l  s u p p o r t -
e rs  in  H a w th o rn  a re  a sk e d  t o  a t-
te n d  th e  U .E .A .  g r o u p  m e e t in g  
n e x t  T u e s d a y  n ig h t ,  S e p te m b e r  
6  to  b e held  a t the h o m e o f M rs. 
A llso p ,  2 6  G ro v e - ro ad . F u tu re  
a c t iv i t i e s  w i l l  b e  d isc u s se d .

K E W . - -  A l l  s u p p o r t e r s  a r e  
ask e d  to  n o te  th a t m ee t in g s  ta k e  
p la ce  e v e ry  W e d n e s d a y  e v e n in g  
a t th e  h o m e  o f M rs . W e b b e , 5  
E g lin to n - s tree t.  E v e r yo ne  w e l -
com e.

C A N T E R B U R Y . -      T h e  p re -
lim in a r y    w ork    for   a   b ig  p ub lic
m e e t i n g  a t  t h i s  c e n t r e  h a s  b e e n  
c a r r i e d  o u t ,  a n d  t h e  d a t e  o f  t h e  
m e e t in g  w a s  d e c i d e d  a t  t h e  f i r s t  
gro up    m ee ting   la st   n ig ht.   S ep -
te m b er  1 .     A l l  t h o s e  d e s i r o u s  
h e lp in g  a r e  a s k e d  to  g e t  in  to u c h  
w i th  U .E .A . h ead q u a r te r s .    I t  is
ex p ec t e d  t h a t  t h e  p u b l ic
w ill   take p lace in   ab o u t a  fo r tn igh t,  
an d    the sp ea k ers w ill   be D r .  D a le  
a n d  E r ic  B u t l e r .

CENTRAL COUNCIL.—The
d e le g a tes  fro m  th e  v a r io u s  e lec -
t o r a t e s  a r e  a s k e d  t o  b e  p r e s e n t  
a t  th e  U .E .A .  r o o m s  n e x t  T u e s-
d a y  e v e n i n g ,  S e p t e m b e r  6 ,  fo r  
t h e  q u a r t e r l y  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  
C o u n c i l .  A  r e p o r t  o f  b u s i n e s s  
a n d  a c t i v i t ie s  w i l l  b e  s u b m it t e d  
b y th e  e x e c u t iv e .

S Q U A S H  E V E N I N G  A T  
B O X  H IL L .— M r.  a n d  M r s . G e r-
ran d,  o f 2 5  B irdw o od -s tree t, are  
k in d l y  m a k in g  th e i r  h o m e  a v a i l -

"CASEY'S ABORTION"
Sir, —Prompted by Mr. Clapp's 

successful action in giving a name 
—'The Spirit of Progress"—to the 
Railway Department 's recent  
achievement, I think people gener-
ally could do no better than give 
names to the achievements of our 
political and other "leaders." For 
instance, during the "war to end 
war" we had the War Precautions 
Act, which could well have been 
named "Bil ly's Menace." S ince 
then we have had other political 
"achievements," which could have 
been named respectively "Stan's
Deception," "Scullin’s Blunder," 
etc., etc., etc. However, it  is now 
too late to label these, but not too 
late to give a title to Mr. Casey's 
achievement, and I propose, Sir, 
that you invite your readers to 
compete (for an imaginary prize) 
in giving a name to the so-called 
Nat ional Insurance Act , and as 
f irst entry I submit : "Casey's 
Abortion.' ' When you, Sir, have 
made a decision as to the best title, 
no other t itle be then used in this 
journal when reference is made to 
this Act.

I   make   this   suggestion   with   a
view to bringing some measure of
general contempt or ridicule upon
it. Once a suitable t it le has been
adop t e d    it should not be difficult to 
get it publicly adopted. One has
only   to   say   when   any   friend   or
acquaintance   refers   to   the   Act:
"Oh, most   people now call   it   'so-
and so.”

The weapon of ridicule could be 
used to a greater extent than we 
have been using it in dealing with 
the enemy and his servants. Among 
other methods, ditties and limer-
icks could be composed to record 
their exploits or sing their praises, 
as (so I believe) were some of 
our nursery rhymes originally 
directed at people in authority. -
Yours, etc.,

"S.N."
Hawthorn, Vic.

CASE FOR 
PROHIBITION

Sir, —Although realising the 
financial power of vested liquor in-
terests, and how they have the 
means of buying out all opposition, 
I hope your democratic paper will 
publish this letter, advocating pro-
hibition, as a gesture to those of 
your readers who desire to see 
both sides of this question published.

All sincere advocates of social 
reform, on principle, are moralists 
who visualise a society free from 
physical and mental bondage, of 
dope and vice. A more perfect 
physical and spiritual civilisation 
is our inspiration, or, at least, 
should be.

In the first place: Why do men 
drink intoxicating liquor? In my 
experience of drink on the mind 
of the victim, the intoxicating effect 
on the mind is the sole reason for 
its popularity with the masses. It 
is a medium in which they can 
forget temporarily their poverty, 
thus reducing the drinker's already 
low mentality (caused by the 
bankers' press, radio and pulpit 
propaganda) to infinitesimal pro-
portion, and making them more 
helpless than would be the case if 
kept compulsorily sober. It speaks 
for itself that in dense slum areas 
more public houses and wine shops 
exist, on a population basis, than 
elsewhere.

The U.E.A. in striving to create 
an intelligent democracy, must, on 
principle, assist in the coming 
liquor referendum to abolish one of

a b le  fo r  a  sq u a sh  e v e n i n g  o n  
S a tu rd a y n ig h t,  S ep te m b er  2 4 . 
B e s i d e s  p r o v i d i n g  a n  o p p o r -
tu n i ty  fo r  t h e  s u p p o r te r s to  g e t 
to g e th e r  an d kn o w  eac h  o th e r,  it  
w i l l  h e lp  r a is e  fu n d s  fo r  th e  
m o v e m e n t.  A ll th o se  w h o  th in k  
th a t  th e y c ou l d  h e lp  in  o r g an is in g  
th is  e v e n in g  a re  a sk e d  to  g e t  i n  
t o u c h  w i t h  M r .  H .  G e r r a n d ,  
w h o s e  'p h o n e  n u m b e r  i s  W X  
1 2 2 2 ,  o r  M iss J . R o b in son ,  5  B a r-
c e lo n a - s t re e t ,  B o x  H i l l;  'p h o n e ,  
W X  1 3 0 5 .

the most deadly mental dopes 
enslaving our democracy—intoxi-
cating liquor.

This sob stuff about creating un-
employment by abolishing one of 
the greatest dope trades in the 
world is sheer bunk. Common 
sense instinctively tells us that the 
basic wage of married men would 
be better spent in providing milk, 
bread, groceries, fruit, clothing, 
recreation and better housing for 
the wives and children of those at 
present suffering through bread-
winners "shouting" drinks all 
round in public houses, on a wage 
scarcely allowing the bare neces-
sities of life, excluding beer money.

Again, this sob stuff regarding 
curtailing the liberty of individual 
action by imposing prohibition. Is 
it a liberty for a married man to 
spend his family's wages on in-
toxicating liquor? No; I call it un-
bridled licence. Wives and chil-
dren of these creatures must be 
protected by prohibition or the 
blackfellow's act. The present en-
forced poverty of the innocent is 
intensified by such liberty.

Can you imagine the New Social 
Order we are striving for, in which 
the people have won wealth and 
leisure, only to dissipate same in 
drink and licentious living! Poverty 
under such circumstances could 
never be abolished.

To me the issue is clear: pro-
hibition is necessary to sober the 
poverty-stricken masses, in order 
to give them back their lost in-
stinct of self-preservation.

Then God help the financial 
racketeers. —Yours, etc.,

"C.S.B." 
South Melbourne.

NATIONAL 
INSURANCE   REPEAL
Sir, —Those people who have 

started to organise the electors of 
Western Australia to demand the 
repeal of the National Insurance 
Act are to be congratulated on 
their action. I hope all other States 
will do the same; especially Vic-
toria, home of the financial octopus.

Were it not for the New Times, 
we would never hear of these 
things, which is another reason 
why you deserve our sincerest 
thanks. —Yours, etc.,

R.   F.   GILBERT. 
Caulfield, Vic.

YOUTH AGAINST
THE NEW 

DEPRESSION"

Magnificent Meeting 
at  Elsternwick

The     U.E.A.     Youth     
Section made another big step 
forward in its   campaign   in   
Balaclava electorate with a 
magnif icent meeting at Elsternwick   
last   Thursday   night August   25.     
A   large   attendance comfortably   
filled   the   hall, and showed   its   
keen   appreciation of the   very fine   
addresses  with enthusiastic   
applause.      One   of the finest 
meet ings ever seen in Melbourne,  
it  produced the  following splendid 
report on the second page of the 
following morning's Sun:

"F LUENT Y OU NG
DEMOCRATS   SWAY

ELDERS."
"Six earnest young people, 

addressing a meeting at  
Elsternwick last night, painted a 
gloomy picture of Australian 
social conditions, assailed the 
political party system and  
demanded act ion to end the 
paradox of poverty in the midst of  
plenty.

"With obvious sincerity, the 
youngest, a g ir l of 19, declared 
that children were a luxury for 
people on the basic wage, and a 
calamity for people on 
sustenance.

"All showed a sound knowledge 
of current national and interna-
t ional affairs. They eschewed 
"isms", placed great faith in demo-
crat ic government , and blamed 
both electors and polit icians for 
many of the social ills.

"They were members of the 
Youth Section of the United Elec-
tors of Australia, and convinced 
many of their elders, who signed 
pledges to replace their present 
member of Parliament if he would 
not support progressive tax reduc-
tion and stop production restric-
t ions. Points from the addresses 
were:

"The prosperity of a nat ion is
not judged by what it can produce, 
but what it  can buy.

"Those who control the nation's 
credit hold the people's destiny in 
the hollow of their hands.

"The money system should f it  
facts and not the narrow columns 
of a banker 's ledger.

"In a democracy, people do not 
beg or petit ion, but demand their 
just r ights.

"The people's will should be 
imposed on Parliament, and not 
Parliament's on the people."

This report  speaks for itself. 
The first five speakers gave short 
addresses of five minutes. Er ic 
But ler was the last speaker , and 
in a magnif icent address of half  
an hour crysta ll ised the main 
points of the campaign, and tho-
roughly convinced the large audi-
ence that it was their responsi-
bility.
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E LE C T O R A L  C A M P A IG N  N O T E S

L E T T E R S  T O  T H E  E D I T O R

How You Can Help the "New Times" to 
Increase Its Fighting Strength

A PRACTICAL SUGGESTION FOR EVERY
READER

With, the advent of the recent financial appeal, the "New 
Times" was given a further lease of life. However, it is essential 
that immediate steps be taken to increase our REVENUE sufficiently 
to fully liquidate our costs. We have already taken steps in this 
direction by starting to build up our advertising revenue and sales. 
The possibility of getting increased advertising partly depends upon 
an enlarged circulation. This is where EVERY reader can help 
without cost to him- or herself.

WHAT YOU CAN DO
We are frequently asked: "What can I do?" Well, you can 

introduce the "New Times" to your friends, to people interested 
in reform and, whenever the opportunity presents itself, to strangers.

Ask them to try it for a few weeks. Don't rely on them having 
the initiat ive to order it from a newsagent. Get them to sign the 
"Order on Newsagent" form printed below. They do not commit 
themselves to take it for a fixed period—and they do not have to 
pay you any money. Pass on the form to their nearest newsagent, 
who will supply at 3d. per week. Further copies of the form may 
be had, free and post free, from the "New Times." Parcels of 
specimen copies of the "New Times" are also available (free and 
post free).

The "New Times" is fighting YOUR fight. Will you help  it 
to do so more effectively?

ORDER ON NEWSAGENT.

To.................................................................................
(Newsagent)

Address ...............................................................................

PLEASE SUPPLY UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE ONE COPY OF "THE
NEW TIMES."

Signed…………………………………………………………….

Address……………………………………………………………

TO OUR READERS—
You may obtain your copy of "THE NEW TIMES" from 

any authorised newsagent. Should your agent not have supplies, 
please ask him to communicate direct with New Times Ltd., Box 
1226, G.P.O., Melbourne, C.I. ('phone M 5384).

If you wish to have your copy posted direct from this 
office, please complete the form below and mail it, accom-
panied by remittance payable to New Times Ltd.

S UB S C RI P T I O N      F O R M.
To New Times Ltd.,

Box 1226, G.P.O., Melbourne, C.I.
Please forward me "The New Times" for……………………….
months, beginning with issue dated………………………, 193….
                  cheque     
I enclose  postal note for the sum of……………………………..

  money order 

Name…………………………………………………………………

Full Postal Address………………………………………………..

Date………………………..

The subscription rate to “THE NEW TIMES” is 15/- for 12 
months; 7/6 for 6 months; 3/9 for 3 months, post free.


