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P i c t u r e s q u e  i n  t h e i r  l a n g u a g e ,  
a s  i n  m a n y  o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  o u r
A m e r i c a n  c o u s in s  h a v e  g i v e n  u s  
th e  e x p r e ss i o n , " W e e v i l s  i n  t h e  
w h e a t , "  a s  a  s y n o n y m  f o r  d a f t ,  
o r  c r a z y .  It  i s  a  p e c u l i a r l y  a p -
p r o p r i a te  e x p re ss i o n  f o r  u s  i n  
A u s t r a l i a ,  fo r  t h e  p o s i t i o n  i n  re g a r d  
t o  t h e  w h e a t  i n d u s t r y  i s  a b o u t  a s  
c r a z y  a n d  a s  s t u p i d  a s  t h e  m i n d  
o f  a  m o r o n  c o u l d  d e v ise.

W h e a t  b r i n g s  2 / 4  a  b u s h e l  a t  
c o u n t r y  s i d i n g s ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  w e  
a r e  t o  f i x  t h e  h o m e  c o n s u m p t i o n  
p r i c e  a t  4 / 8 ,  w h i c h  a p p l i e s  t o  
a b o u t  o n e - f o u r t h  o f  t h e  o u t p u t ,  
a n d  t h e  f a r m e r s  w i l l  r e c e i v e  
a b o u t  2 / 1 0  a  b u s h e l  a t  c o u n t r y  
s i d i n g s ,  w h i c h  i s  a ct u a l l y  b e l o w  
th e  c o s t  o f  p r o d u c t i o n .  B u t  t h e  
w h e a t  i n d u s t r y  i s  o f  g r e a t  
n a t i o n a l  v a l u e ,  a n d  m u s t  b e  
m a i n ta i n e d ,  o t h e r w i s e  t h e re  w i l l  
b e  a n  a p p a l l i n g  d r i f t  f r o m  t h e  
l a n d .  I n  a n y  c a s e ,  t h e  p r i c e  o f  
w h e a t  h a s  v e r y  l i t t l e  e f f e c t  o n  
t h e  p r i c e  o f  b r e a d .

Better Than Ripley
B e l i e v e  i t  o r  n o t ,  t h e  l a st  p a r a -

g r a p h  i s  a  fa i r  re s u m e  o f  a  s ta te m e n t  
m a d e  b y  M r . D u n s ta n , t h e  P r e m ie r  
o f  V i c t o r ia ,  o n  W e d n e s d a y ,  
A u g u s t  3 1 .  A n d  i f  t h e  w i l d e s t  
n i g h t s  o f  f a n c y  o f  a  d e m e n te d  
a l c h e m is t  e v e r  s o u n d e d  a s  c r a z y  
a s  t h o s e  r e m a r k s  b y  t h e  
P r e m i e r ,  t h e n  w e  a r e  p r e p a r e d  t o  
b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  s q u a r e  r o o t  o f  
m i n u s  o n e  i s  a  r i g h t - a n g l e d  
t r i a n g l e !

M r .  D u n s ta n 's  m a th e m a t i c s  a r e  
n e a r  e n o u g h  t o  f a u l t l e s s ,  f o r  
t h r e e  b u s h e l s  a t  2 / 4  a n d  o n e  
b u sh e l  a t  4 /8  g i v e  a  t o ta l  o f  fo u r  
b u s h e l s  f o r  1 1 / 8 ,  o r  a n  a v e r a g e  
o f  a b o u t  2 / 1 0 ,  a s  s ta te d .  A c t u a l l y  
i t  i s  2 / 1 1 ,  b u t  w e  w o u l d  h a te  t o  
m a k e  h i m  a  l i a r  f o r  a  p e n n y .

M u c h  a s  w e  m a y  c o m m e n d  
h i s  m a t h e m a t i c s ,  w e  f e e l  u n a b le  t o  
a w a r d  h i m  a n y  s o r t  o f  p r i z e  f o r  
h i s  l o g i c .  I f ,  b y  t h i s  r i d i c u lo u s  
im p o s i t i o n  o f  a  1 0 0  p e r  c e n t,  t a x  o n  
h o m e  c o n su m p t i o n  w h e a t,  t h e  
fa r m e r s  r e ce i v e  2 /1 0  a  b u s h e l  o ver  
a ll, and  st i l l  th is price is less than 
the cost of production, h o w  w i l l  t h i s  
k e e p  t h e  f a r m e r s  o n  t h e  l a n d  a n d  
m a i n ta i n  t h i s  i n d u s tr y  o f  n a t i o n a l  
im p o r ta n c e ? W e  m a y  b e  v e r y  
d e n s e ,  b u t  w e  fe e l  th a t  s a le  b e lo w  
fi n a n c ia l  c o s t  ca n n o t  b e  c o n t i n u e d  
e i t h e r  i n d e fi n i te l y  o r  e v e n  l o n g ,  
w i t h o u t  b a n k r u p t c y  s u p e r v e n i n g .  
W i l l  t h a t  b e  m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e  
i n d u s t r y ,  a n d , i f  s o ,  a t  w h o se  e x -
p e n se ?

Bankruptcy is Inevitable
T h e  a n s w e r  i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h a t  

t h e  w h e a t  fa r m e r s  w i l l  a l l  g o  
h o p e le s s l y  b a n k r u p t  i n  t h e  e n d ,  
b u t ,  i n  t h e  m e a n t i m e ,  t h e  g e n e r a l  
p u b l i c  w i l l  b e  b l e d  s o  a s  t o  p r o -
l o n g  t h e  p r o c e s s  a n d  s t a v e  o f f  
a s  l o n g  a s  p o s s i b l e  t h e  i n e v i t -
a b l e  d e b a c l e .  A n d ,  w h e n  t h a t  
p o i n t  i s  r e a c h e d ,  w h a t  w i l l  h a p p e n  
t o  t h e  a b a n d o n e d  f a r m s ?  T h e y  
w i l l  n a tu r a l l y  r e v e r t  t o  t h e  
b e n e f i ce n t  b a n k s ,  i n  w h o s e  i n -
t e r e s t s  t h e  a g o n y  i s  t o  b e  p r o -
l o n g e d .  E v e n t u a l l y ,  b y  v i r t u e  
o f  t h e  m o r t g a g e s  w h i c h  t h e y  
h o l d  o v e r  t h e  f a r m s ,  t h e y  w i l l  
g e t  t h e  fa r m s  a t  h a l f  r a te s.  W h i l e  
t h a t  h a p p y  d a y  i s  c o n f i d e n t l y  
a w a i t e d ,  y o u  a n d  I  a n d  t h e  
f a r m e r s  a r e  b e i n g  k i d d e d  i n t o  
p a y i n g  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o n  t h o s e  
m o r t g a g e s  f o r  a  l i t t l e  w h i l e  
lo n g e r , b y  re a so n  o f  t h e  h o m e  
c o n s u m p t i o n  p r i c e  w h i c h  o u r  
p r i z e  P r e m i e r  a d v o c a t e s .

Half Measures are 
Futile

I f  t h e  f a r m e r s  a r e  t o  b e  
h e l p e d ,  a n d  t h e i r  v i t a l l y  i m p o r t -
a n t  i n d u s t r y  m a i n t a i n e d ,  i t  
m u s t  b e  o b v i o u s  t h a t  t h e  p r i c e  
t h e y  r e c e i v e  f o r  t h e i r  w h e a t  w i l l  
h a v e  t o  b e  a b o v e  t h e  c o s t  o f  
p r o d u c t i o n . A n y  o t h e r  
a r r a n g e m e n t  i s  t h e  c r a s s e s t  o f  
s t u p i d i t y .  E i t h e r  w h e a t  f a r m i n g  
m u s t  b e  m a d e  p a y a b l e  o r  t h e  
i n d u s t r y  m u s t  c e a s e ,  a n d  t h e  
s o o n e r  t h e  b e t t e r .  T h e r e  i s  n o  

halfway house, like "almost 
payable" or "nearly profitable." 
To talk that way is consummate 
balderdash, and the Premier 
must know it. If, as Mr. 
Dunstan states, the price of 
wheat has very little effect on 
the price of bread, why not do 
the thing properly and make 
the home consumption price 
6/8 or whatever sum is 
necessary to make the overall 
price something above the cost 
of production? If we must be 
bled, for the love of sanity let 
us be bled to some purpose. It  
is surely better to be bled white 
and save the wheat industry,  
than to be bled half white, lose 
the wheat industry after years 
of pernicious anaemia, and our-
selves perish financially along 
with the industry which we have 
half-heartedly tried to save.

If we are not prepared to do 
this, then let us embrace the 
only other alternative. Let the 
wheat industry go smash right 
now, and see what we can do 
about the appalling drift which 
Mr. Dunstan prophesies. The 
Dunstan plan is a "this year, 
next year, sometime" plan for 
the murdering of the wheat in-
dustry.  Under i t,  we are not 
even to have the four to one 
chance of "never," which alone 
might reconcile us to the accept-
ance of a half-measure, shilly-
shallying proposition.

Is the Wheat Industry 
Important?

Suppose we now indulge in a 
little heresy by asking ourselves 
if the wheat industry, as now 
established, is really of vital im-
portance? Three-fourths of the 
wheat we slave and sweat to 
grow is sold overseas at a price 
less than the cost of production. 
To make good the deficit, we at 
home must pay at least double 
world prices for our one-fourth 
share. What does this amount 
to, when all is said and done? 
Simply this, that, in pursuance 
of some crazy notion, we grow 
wheat and practically give away 
three-quarters of it, receiving no 
benefit as a result of our incred-
ible generosity. The same ap-
plies to our meat. We grow fine 
quality mutton, send the best 
of it overseas, where it is sold 
below the cost of production. 
We at home then pay far higher 
prices for low-grade stuff that 
is so far removed from being 
two-tooth mutton that you might 
reasonably think it came off an 
alligator. Our butter is dealt  
with on similar lines. The people 
in London can buy first-grade 
Australian butter cheaper than 
we can, buy it in Melbourne, 
although the price they pay in-
cludes the cost of transport over 
12,000 miles, insurance, handling 
charges and all the other costs 
which are necessarily incurred 
when goods are exported.

Madhouse Economics
Similar examples can be pro-

duced ad nauseam; and all 
illustrate the very simple pro-
position that the economic sys-
tem under which we live was 
clearly not devised for our bene-
fit. The wheat, butter, meat and 
other industries are kept going 
at our expense, and not merely 
as a temporary expedient but 
with the intent that it shall be 
a permanent basis for the re-
spective industries. This should 
be apparent even to the moder-
ately intelligent person. How 
much more screamingly obvious 
should it be to Professor Cop-
land and his two colleagues who 
are to form our Economic Advis-
ory Council? But will they do 
anything to put an end to this 
ridiculous position, or will they 
just carry on, assuming that the 
basic principles of the system 
are sound? This last is what is 
technically known as a 
rhetorical question. No answer 
is required or expected, for we 
know only too well what these

gentlemen will do; and, what is 
more important,   we   know   
why!

The Sanctity of Debt
T h e  n o r m a l ,  r e p u te d l y  sa n e  

b u s in e s s m a n  re a l i s e s  t h a t  w h e n  
h i s  b u s i n e s s  r e a c h e s  t h e  s t a g e  
w h e r e ,  e v e n  w i t h  t h e  h e l p  o f  
b o u n t i e s ,  t a r i f f s ,  f i x e d  h o m e  
p r i c e s ,  a n d  o t h e r  s i m p l e  t r i c k s ,  
h e  s t i l l  f a i l s  t o  c o v e r  t h e  c o s t  
o f  p r o d u c t i o n ,  h i s  b u s i n e s s  i s  
b e t t e r  s h u t  d o w n .  I f  h e  h a s  a n y  
s e n s e , h e  s h u t s  d o w n  f o r t h w i t h ,  
o th e r w i s e  h e  k n o w s  t h a t  h e  w i l l  
u l t i m a te l y  b e c o m e  b a n k r u p t,  a n d  
t h e  R e g i s t r a r  i n  B a n k r u p t c y  w i l l  
m a k e  s o m e  r u d e  c o m m e n ts  u p o n  
h i s  a ct i o n  i n  c o n t i n u in g  i n  b u s i -
n e s s  a f t e r  k n o w i n g  t h a t  b a n k -
r u p t c y  w a s  i n e v i t a b l e .

W h e n ,  h o w e v e r ,  w e  c o m e  t o  
t h e  w h e a t  i n d u s t r y  w e  a r e  t o l d  
t h a t  i t  i s  v i t a l  t o  k e e p  i t  g o i n g ,  
a n d  a r e  a d v i s e d  t o  a g r e e  t o  
m e a s u r e s  w h i c h  w i l l  n o t  p u t  i t  
o n  a  p a y a b l e  f o o t i n g ,  b u t  w i l l  
m a k e  i t  t r a v e l  m o r e  s l o w l y  a l o n g  
t h e  p r i m r o s e  p a t h  t o  t h e  e v e r -
l a s t i n g  b o n f i r e .  W h y  i s  t h i s ?  
I f  o n e - f o u r t h  o f  t h e  o u t p u t  i s  
a l l  t h a t  w e  c o n s u m e  a t  h o m e ,  
w h y  w o u l d  i t  n o t  b e  b e t t e r  t o  
r e s t r i c t  o u r  o u t p u t  t o  o u r  h o m e  
n e e d s ,  a n d  c e a s e  e x p o r t i n g  a t  a  
l o s s ?  I f  w e  w e r e  t o  d o  t h a t ,  
t h e  h o m e  p r i c e  c o u l d  b e  l o w e r  
t h a n  4 / 8  a  b u s h e l ,  a n d  t h e  r e t u r n  
t o  t h e  fa r m e r s  s t i l l  e n g a g e d  i n  
p r o d u c t i o n  w o u ld  b e  a  p a y a b le  
r e tu r n . T h e y  w o u ld  b e  h a p p y  
( m o d e r a te l y ) ,  a n d  w e  w h o  b u y  
b r e a d  w o u ld  b e  h a p p y  ( a p p r o x i-
m a t e l y ) ,  e v e n  i f  t h e  l o w e r  p r i c e  
o f  w h e a t  d i d  n o t  l o w e r  t h e  p r i c e  
o f  b r e a d .  ( A c c o r d i n g  t o  M r .  
D u n s ta n ,  t h e  p r i ce  o f  w h e a t ,  y o u  
w i l l  r e m e m b e r ,  h a s  p r a c t i c a l l y  
n o  e f fe c t  o n  t h e  p r i c e  o f  b r e a d ;  
b u t  w e  w i l l  d e a l  w i t h  t h a t  a t  
s o m e  l a te r  d a te . )

I f  t h e  f a r m e r s  a n d  t h e  A u s t r a -
l i a n  c o n s u m e r s  w o u l d  b e  h a p p y  
( o r  t h e r e a b o u t s )  u n d e r  s u c h  a n  
a r r a n g e m e n t ,  w h o  e l s e  i s  t h e r e  
t o  c o n s i d e r ?  T h e  a n s w e r  i s  
r e a l l y  v e r y  s i m p l e ,  a n d  i t  e x -
p l a i n s  w h y  M r .  D u n s t a n  c o n -
s i d e r s  t h a t  i t  i s  v i t a l  t o  m a i n -
t a i n  t h e  w h e a t  i n d u s t r y .

Our Overseas Debt
T h e r e  i s  o n e  g r o u p  o f  p e r s o n s  

w h o  a r e  d e s p e r a t e l y  c o n c e r n e d  
in  t h e  m a in te n a n ce  o f  o u r  w h e a t  
i n d u s t r y .  T h e s e  a r e  o u r  o v e r -
s e a s  c r e d i t o r s ,  w h o  a r e  n o t ,  a s  
s o m e  w o u l d  h a v e  u s  b e l i e v e ,  
w i d o w s  a n d  o r p h a n s  w h o  h a v e  
l e n t  u s  t h e i r  m o n e y  i n  t h e  p a s t ,  
a n d  a r e  n o w  d e p e n d e n t  u p o n  
r e c e i p t  o f  t h e  i n t e r e s t  t h e r e o n  
f o r  t h e i r  l i v e l i h o o d .  O u r  o v e r -
s e a s  cr e d i t o r s  a r e ,  i n  t h e  m a in ,  
f i n a n c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  w h i c h  l e n t  
u s  f i n a n c ia l  c r e d i t  w h i c h  t h e y  
c r e a t e d  o u t  o f  n o t h i n g .  T h e y  
w e r e ,  i n  t h e  f i r s t  i n s t a n c e ,  w h e n  
t h e  d e b t  b e g a n , i n s t r u m e n ta l  i n  
o b t a i n i n g  f o r  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  
o f  A u s t ra l ia  e s se n t i a l  g o o d s  a n d  
s e r v i ce s ,  p u r c h a se d  o v e r se a s  w i t h  
t h a t  f i n a n c i a l  c r e d i t .  W e  d i d  
n o t ,  a s  s o m e  m a y t h i n k , i m p o r t  
m o n e y ,  b u t  g o o d s .  O u r  o b l i g a -
t i o n  is ,  h o w e v e r , t o  re p a y  m o n e y ,  
w i t h  i n t e r e s t .

T h e s e  f i n a n c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  
h a v i n g  c o n t r o l  o f  m o n e y  i s s u e  
a n d  r e c a l l ,  a r e  a b l e  t o  r i g  p r i c e s  
i n  t h e  w o r l d  m a r k e t s ,  a n d  t o  
t a k e  g o o d  c a r e  t h a t  w e  n e v e r  
g e t  e n o u g h  m o n e y t o  r e p a y  t h e i r  
d e b t  i n  m o n e y .  I n  t h e  q u a n t i t y  
o f  g o o d s  e x p o r t e d ,  w e  h a v e  r e -
p a i d  t h e  d e b t s  m a n y  t i m e s  o v e r .  
F o r  e x a m p le , d u r i n g  t h e  w a r  w e  
i n c u r r e d  d e b ts  f o r  w a r  p u r p o se s .  
A t  t h a t  t i m e  t h e  p r i c e s  o f  p r i m -

a r y  p r o d u c t s  w e r e  h i g h .  N o w ,  
w h e n  w e  s e e k  t o  r e p a y  t h o s e  
d e b ts  i n  m o n e y,  w e  r e ce i v e  v e r y  
l o w  p r i c e s  f o r  o u r  p r i m a r y  p r o -
d u c t s ,  a n d  a r e  b a r e l y  a b le  t o  p a y  
t h e  i n t e r e s t  o n  t h e  l o a n s ,  
a l t h o u g h  w e  e x p o r t  g r e a te r  a n d  
g re a te r  q u a n t it ie s  o f g o o d s ,  w h i c h  
c o s t  u s  i n  e f f o r t  a b o u t  a s  m u c h  
p e r  u n i t  t o  p r o d u c e  a s  t h e y  d i d  
d u r i n g  t h e  w a r .

Puzzle: Find the Pea
In  t h e  a n cie n t  sp o r t  o f  

th i m b le r i g g in g ,  t h e  p l a y e r  c a n n o t  
p o s s i b l y  p i c k  t h e  t h i m b l e  w i t h
t h e  p e a  u n d e r  i t ,  f o r  t h e  
s i m p l e  r e a s o n  t h a t  t h e  p e a  i s  i n  
t h e  s h a r p e r ' s  h a n d .  T h e  
o v e r s e a s  d e b t s i t u a t i o n  i s  n o t  
a p p r e ci a b l y  d i f fe r e n t .  N o  m a t te r  
h o w  m u c h  p r i m a r y  p r o d u ce  w e  
e x p o r t ,  t h e  b a n k e r s  a r e  a b le  t o  
s e e  t o  i t  t h a t  t h e  p r i c e s  w e  
r e c e i v e  w i l l  n e v e r  b e  su f f i c i e n t  
f o r  u s  t o  g e t  e n o u g h  m o n e y  t o  
p a y  o f f  t h e i r  d e b t .  I t  i s ,  o f  
c o u r se , a  f l a g r a n t  s w i n d le , a n d  
w e  s h o u l d  a c t  a c c o r d i n g l y .  T h e  
s e n s i b l e  t h i n g  t o  d o  w o u l d  b e to  
o f fe r  a  fi n a l  se t t le m e n t i n  g o o d s  
i n s t e a d  o f  m o n e y .  I f  t h i s  
o f f e r ,  w h i c h  c a n  b e  a  
g e n e r o u s  o f f e r  a s  t o  q u a n t i t y ,  i s  
n o t  a c c e p te d , w e  sh o u ld  i m m e -
d ia te l y  s h u t d o w n  o n  a l l  w h e a t  
p r o d u c t i o n  n o t  r e q u i r e d  f o r  h o m e  
c o n s u m p t i o n ,  a n d ,  i f  n e c e s s a r y ,  
le t  o u r  c r e d i t o r s  h a v e  t h e  fa r m s .  
W i t h o u t  t h e  b r a i n s  a n d  t h e  
l a b o u r  o f  t h e  f a r m e r s ,  t h e y  w i l l  
b e  p r a ct i c a l l y  u s e le s s , a n d  w i l l  
e v e n tu a l l y  s u r r e n d e r  t o  t h e  e m -
b ra c e  o f u le x  e u r o p s e u s  a n d  t h e  
u b i q u i t o u s  b l a c k b e r r y .

M a k e  n o  m i s t a k e  a b o u t  i t .  W e  
in  A u s tr a l ia  ca n  l i v e  w e l l  a n d  
c o m f o r t a b l y  w i t h o u t  i m p o r t i n g  
m o r e  t h a n  a  f e w  v i t a l  t h i n g s  
w h i c h  w e  d o  n o t  p r o d u c e  h e r e .  
W e  g r o w  p l e n t y  o f  f o o d  a n d  
m a t e r i a l s  t o  p r o v i d e  c l o t h i n g  
a n d  s h e l t e r .  W e  c a n  a m u s e  
o u r se l v e s  w i t h o u t  i m p o r te d  f i l m s ,  
a r t i s t s  a n d  s m u t t y  m a g a z i n e s  
f r o m  t h e  U . S . A .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  
w e  c a n  c r e a t e  m o n e y  o u t  o f  
n o t h i n g ,  t h e  s a m e  a s  t h e  b a n k s  
d o .  A f t e r  a l l ,  m o n e y  i s o n l y  
m e a s u r e m e n t ,  a n d  i t  d o e s  n o t  
m a t t e r  i n  t h e  s l i g h t e s t  o f  w h a t  
i t  i s  m a d e .  A u s t r a l i a n  n o t e s  a r e  
n o  b e t t e r  a n d  n o  w o r s e  t h a n  
B a n k  o f  E n g la n d  n o t e s .  W h a t  
m a t t e r s  i s  t h e  p r o d u c t i v e  c a p a c -
i t y  b e h i n d  t h e m ,  a n d  t h a t  w e
h a v e  i n  f u l l  m e a s u r e .

Is This Repudiation?
I n  v i e w  o f  w h a t  w e  h a v e  

a l r e a d y  s a i d ,  w e  c a n n o t  b e  r e -
g a r d e d  a s  b e in g  u n d e r  a  m o r a l  
o b l i g a t i o n  t o  d o  m o r e  t h a n  r e p a y  
in  g o o d s  t h i s  d e b t w h i c h  w a s  i n -
c u r r e d  i n  g o o d s .  I f  o u r  o f f e r  t o  
d o  t h i s ,  w h i c h  i s  a  p o s s i b l e  f e a t ,  
i s  r e f u s e d ,  a n d  w e  a r e  s t i l l  a s k e d  
t o  p a y  i n  m o n e y ,  w h i c h  o u r  
c r e d i t o r s  a re  a b le  t o  m a k e  a n  
im p o s s ib i l i t y ,  w e  w o u ld  b e  q u i t e  
j u s t i f i e d  i n  r e f u s in g  t o  a c k n o w -
le d g e  t h e  d e b t  a n y  l o n g e r .  T h a t  
w o u l d  n o t  b e  re p u d ia t i o n ,  b u t  a  
s i m p l e  r e a l i s a t i o n  o f  t h e  f a c t  
th a t  w e  h a v e  b e e n  s u ck e r s  l o n g  
e n o u g h ,  a n d  n o w  s e e  t h a t  w e  
h a v e  b e e n  e m b r o i l e d  i n  a  g a m e  
w h i ch  i t  w a s  n e v e r  i n te n d e d  w e  
s h o u l d  w in .  T h e r e  a r e  l i m i t s  t o  
h u m a n  e n d u r a n c e ,  a n d  t h o s e  
l im i t s  h a v e  b e e n  w e l l  a n d  t r u l y  
o v e r s t e p p e d  b y  n o w .  T h e  t i m e  
h a s  c o m e  f o r  a  s h o w d o w n ,  u n -
l e s s  w e  a r e  p r e p a r e d  t o  r e m a i n  
th e  s l a v e s  o f  a  c o n s c ie n ce le ss  
m o n o p o l y  f o r e v e r ,  a n d  t o  k n o w  
t h a t  o u r  c h i l d r e n  a n d  o u r  u n -
b o r n  c h i l d r e n  m u s t  fa c e  t h e  sa m e  
s o u l - d e s t r o y i n g  se r f d o m  a f t e r  u s .
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D extr ine .
"L E U K O L ."  B y far  the  m o st up -to -
d a t e  T o o t h p a s t e . N o  T o o t h a c h e .  
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80 ,00 0  pac kag es so ld  w itho u t  a d-
v e r t is ing . Se nd  2 /- to  W . W in fo rd ,  
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MELBOURNE
A B B O T S F O R D .  
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A L L  E lec t r ic a l  a n d  R ad io  N ee d s .  
G . G . Fo ster , W 'ho rse  R d . W X 2 681. 
B O O T  R E P A IR S . W o rk  G u a ra n -
teed  W . T o l le y , 9 7 5  W 'h o rse R o ad .  
B O X  H IL L  F U R N ISH IN G  C O . 24 7 -
9  S ta t io n  S t .  C ash  o r  T e rm s . 
C H A S . L . C O X , T A I L O R . M e n 's  
an d bo ys ' W e ar . 28 6  S tat io n S t . 
C H E M IST . F . C h esh ire , For  Y o u r  
P rescr ipt io ns. 27 0 S tatio n  Street. 
C O O L  D R I N K S , S w ee ts , S m o ke s .  
R . D anno ck, 1 124 W hiteho rse R oad. 
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" A l w in "  S ta t io n  S t . ,  So u th  o f  R ly .  
D R A P E R Y . F or  Sm art  S ty les an d  a  
F a i r  D e a l ,  T A I T ' S  C o r n e r  S t o r e s
D R E S SM A K E R .   M rs . E v ans . 
S ta t io n   S t . ,   o p p .  B ap t is t   C h u rc h .
E L E C T R I C A L  &  R A D I O . H o l li -
d a y. O p p  S tn . S a les , R ep a ir s . W X  
2677.
F U R N I T U R E  R E M O V E R S . G i ll  
B ro s.,  2 6 4  S t a t io n  S t .  W X 2 0 7 3 . 
G R O C E R , W . M . A n d e r s o n , 1 4  
M ain  S t .    W X  1 23 3 . 
H A IR D R E SSER    and   T obacco nist.  
L . Larsen, S tation St., opp. G ilpin 's.
ICE & FUEL.    J.  Underwood.
440 & 770 Station Street.    WX 2547.
IRONMONGER & SPORTS STORE 
F. P. Park, 10 Main St. WX1290.
M A R S  L A U N D R Y  c o .  W X  2 6 6 2
P ic k u p  &  D e l iv e r.  Q u a l it y G 't e e d .  
R E N N I E 'S  B L U E  T A X IS . W X 19 4 6  
C it y  P r i ce s . D ay  a n d  N ig ht  S e r v ic e  
T A I L O R , J . G . P e n s o n,  2 2 7  S t a t io n  
S t re e t .  S u it s  H a n d  M a d e  f ro m  9 5 /-.  
W .  A . M O O D Y . 10 1 4  W 'h o rs e R d .  
F r u i t , V e g e t a b le s  D e l i ve r e d  D a i l y .  
W A T C H M A K E R  a n d  J e w e l l e r.
B a r n e s .  3 2  M a i n  S t r e e t .  R e p a i r s .

B R U N S W I C K .
" F A M O U S      F O R      B E A U T I F U L  
W A V E S . "     M is s  T o w ns e n d ,  4 2  S yd-
n e y  R o ad .    F W  1 98 6 . G . W .  
T O W N S E N D . Y o u r H a i r d r e s s e r a n d  
T o b a c c o n is t  is  a t  4 6  S yd n e y  R o ad .      
L o o k  f o r  t h e  N e o n     S ig n .

C A M B E R W E L L
SPORTS DEPOT & Leather Goods. 
E. Goslin, 777 Burke Rd. Haw. 4900.
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"Audacity, audacity, and    still 
more audacity."    Thus Danton, in 
his discourses upon the secret of 
success.    If that worthy sage is still 
in a position   to   intelligently   ob-
serve things temporal, he must ex-
perience, very acutely, indeed, the 
thrill of all whose doctrines stand 
against the ravages of time.   Indeed, 
as he proudly observes the actions 
of our financial oligarchy, as ex-
pressed through the latest product 
of our "go-as-you-please, do-what-
you-like" use of democracy, he must 
feel a little outmoded and outdone. 
Especially so should he compare the 
provisions of the   National   Insur-
ance Bill with the real needs of the 
people and the cause of an unful-
filment of those needs.   It may even 
cause him to survey anew the whole 
subject of audacity, and to tel l us 
just   when   audacity   ceases   to   be 
audacity    and   becomes   downright 
imposition and fraud.

Audacity in Excelsis
It   is   indeed a long time since any 

government has so deliberately 
exceeded the conditions of its elec-
tion.      It   very    forcefully    brings 
home to an observant mind the way 
our Governments have in coming 
before us on purely fictitious issues 
which are afterwards relegated to 
the limbo of forgotten things, to be 
revived only when these disciples of 
expedience desire a renewal of 
their engagements as the people’s 
servants.     Take, for example, the 
party which has won the last three 
elections upon the issue of  "sane 
government."      Sane   government! 
Ye Gods and little fishes!   Do you 
call   sane   government   that   which 
allows poverty, with all   its associate
evils, to flourish in a land of 
plenty?   To some extent, of course, 
we   should    be    thankful    for   the 
atrocities   of negation   and neglect 
with which the Lyons' and preced-
ing Governments have characterised 
their   administration.      They   have 
prepared us for this more positive 
offspring of democratic frustration 
and political   fraud, to be known, 
purely for purposes of identification 
of course, as the National Insurance 
Bill.      Shades     of     Shakespeare! 
What's in a name?    A rose under 
another name would smell as sweet, 
and this    National   Insurance   Bill 
would be just as impotent.     Nat-

ional Insurance! Fiddlesticks 
Spades are spades, not because of 
a collection of letters, but because 
of their adaptability to a certain 
purpose. So with Insurance Bills. 
They are only so in reality if they 
fulfil the promise of an otherwise 
meaningless name; and all the ora-
tory of a Demosthenes, the cun-
ning of a Machiavelli or the chil-
dren of a fecund Prime Minister 
cannot decree otherwise.

What is Insured?
And this Bill insures against 

what? Poverty? Perish the kindly 
thought. Know ye not that 
poverty is a corner-stone of privi-
lege and the profitable machination 
of the financial racket in whose in-
terest society is at present admin-
istered. Poverty can only be abol-
ished when a financial system con-
taining such inimical features is 
liquidated.

Does    it    insure    the    people's 
health?     That   is, of   course, the 
province of Nature, who invariably 
responds   according   to   the   treat-
ment she receives.    Poor food, ex-
cessive   work   and   insufficient   re-
creation, worry   and   hopelessness 
produce   bad health.     What, then, 
of this   Bill?     Does   it endeavour 
in any way to deal with such prob-
lems?     It   does   not.     The   basic 
causes of ill-health will remain un-
touched.     The   best that   can be 
done is to wait until the people are 
sick, and then "concede" them the 
advantages    of    society's    medical 
knowledge in   a   limited-- most 
limited—degree.       These    "advan-
tages” do not include good food, 
trained   nursing   (except   in   grave 
extremities) or   convalescence   in 
suitable   surroundings   and   condi-
tions.    True, this political product 
of either a distorted sense of hum-
our, desire to   serve vested   inter-
ests or heartless mockery, does ac-
tually   make    some    provision   for 
payment during absolute incapacity 
—and then, back to work and the 
rigours of contemporary life!
So, actually, the Bill insures 

merely against certain economic 
effects of extreme ill health. All 
developing forms of sickness must 
be treated during the full intensity of 
the present struggle for existence by 
the only practical method under such 
circumstances—medicine. Rest and 

a happy, healthy people, and in 
reality attained the heights of sane 
government. And as they look down 
upon the pleasant vista of human 
goodness which grows in the valley of 
economic security and plenty, they 
may well look at each other in 
pleasant surprise and murmur gently: 
"Is it not wonderful?" "Wasn't it 
easy?" and "It never hurt us a bit."

A world of poverty with all its 
evil    attendants—crime, depravity, 
war, frustration   and   insanity—is 
like a muddy pool.   It affects every-
thing in it with its own nature and 
colour.     Many who appear beyond 
the   approach   of   poverty   are   not 
beyond the effects of poverty. That 
story  is  best  told  by the histories 
of   war,   revolution,   and   everyday 
life   with its commercial industrial-
ism and more simple aspects.     In 
that   cavalcade   of   human   experi-
ence the monarch has suffered with 
his subjects, the militarist with the 
pacifist, the theist with the atheist, 
and the reactionary with the revo-
lutionary.    Such things are not re-
specters   of   colour, race, country, sex, 
religion    or    political    creed. They 
affect us all.     And as they affect us 
all, it behoves all of us to interest 
ourselves in their possible abolition.

Make a start with the National 
Insurance Bill. Join in demanding 
its repeal and its replacement with a 
real "national insurance" which 
increases, not decreases, that vital 
condition of well-being—the 
purchasing power of the people.

A campaign is being launched for 
that purpose. Support it morally, 
financially and physically. There is 
a task for the least of us. Refuse to 
allow the financial power which has 
hitherto controlled our destinies to 
continue to evade responsibility to the 
people. Demand a "national 
insurance" that shall become, not a 
burden on the people, but a blessing. 
This can be achieved by financing it, 
not from the already insufficient 
purchasing power of the people, but 
from fundamentally the same source 
that provides countless millions for the 
perpetuation of useless and destructive 
wars.

"LET   US   FACE   THE
FACTS   BEFORE   IT   IS

TOO LATE"

At the conclusion of what is 
regarded as his most brilliant and 
convincing address, ERIC BUTLER, 
speaking at Middle Brighton, made 
the following appeal for individual 
action: —

"Each    and    every    individual 
has got to play his or her part 
in what is going to be the greatest 
drama in the history of the 
human race—a drama which in the 
next few years is going to decide 
the fate of man for centuries   to   
come.     This   new   dynamic 
movement has entered into active   
campaign   against the rising tide of 
economic collapse and    growing     
despair, and    we are confident that 
just so soon as every individual 
assumes his full   responsibility   the   
final victory   is   only   a   matter   of   
time and     pressure.     Napoleon     
has said that a   battle is won   or lost 
in    five    minutes, and, judging from 
economic trends at the present   
time, we   are   approaching with 
increasing rapidity the five minute'   
period   in   our   struggle. 
Democracy is to be put to the test, 
and   you   as   individuals   are going    
to    make    your    decision. No one 
else can make that decision   for   
you, but   remember, the future of 
your children and everything   that   
you   hold   dear depends upon a 
correct decision. A   determined   
decision.     A   decision   burning   
with   a   new   hope and   a   new   
conception   of   what civilisation 
should be, instead of the criminal 
madness which exists   at   the   
present   time.     But there   is   only   
one   way   by   which you can reach that 
correct decision, and that is by facing 
facts and realities. I therefore appeal to 
each and every person present this 
evening—let us face the realities, let us 
face the facts….before it is too late.”

RED   HERRINGS AND   FINANCIAL
SHARKS

A Story   of   Sprats and   Mackerels
By HERBERT    KAY.

surgery must wait till the 
condition has developed to a degree 
rendering the sufferer incapable of 
further work.

The   actual remuneration   which 
the Bil l is intended to provide in 
the event of sickness   is in itself a 
travesty against even the accepted 
degree   of   justice   and   the living 
standards   of   our   present   system, 
which through the courts, has de-
clared the minimum upon which a 
man, wife and child can exist un-
der   ordinary   circumstances.       In 
the conditions of sickness they are 
to be paid approximately one-third 
or less of this amount.    The Bill 
only    applies    to    breadwinners— 
wives   and   children   are   not in-
cluded in its scope.   The latter evi-
dently   possess   some   strange 
immunity to ill-health which has 
not been hitherto noticed.    Or 
perhaps the Bill is merely political 
humbug to which we are becoming 
so inured: and those who are 
perpetrating it do not wish to 
commit themselves more than 
possible.    So far as this Bill is 
concerned, wives and children are 
not the responsibility of the State.    
It is quite conceivable   that   an   
explanation   of   this may be found 
in the theory that wives   vote in   
accord   with   their husbands, while 
of   course, children have no vote at 
all.    Suffice i t  to say that i t wi ll 
need al l  the political demagogy its 
sponsors are capable of to convince 
the people that this measure is 
worthy of any vote—except   in   the   
cause   of its repeal.

"Peace" and War
When this   Bill is brought into 

operation every individual (already 
earning   insufficient    wages) is to 
have his income still further reduced. 
Industry is to be taxed correspond-
ingly, thus   helping prices to   still 
further increase.    Both charges are 
iniquitous, because   they   are   un-
necessary.     They represent charges 
upon the sections   of   society least 
capable   of   meeting   them.     This 
Government which objects to ex-
penditure    on    the    infirm    should 
study its budget.    It has set aside 
£40 odd million for defence.   What 
will it do for extraordinary expen-
diture if war breaks out?    It will 
find all  the money it needs.    Let 
the Government not wait for war, 
but   now   draw   upon   that   eternal 
source   in   a   manner   that   will in-
sure the well being of the people—
young and old, married or single—
irrespective of any conditions   but 
that of existence.

It may well be that the 
advocates of "sane government" 
would then find that they had killed 
two birds with the one stone: 
provided a sound basis of defence—

OPEN LETTER TO R. G. MENZIES
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B L I N D S  o f e ve r y  s o r t .  C ar  c u r ta in s   
r epa ired   T    P e tt it , 2 3 5 a  Q ueen  S t.
"C IR C U L E X ” c lears    up    all   
C hilb la in s.    P ho ne  R ichard  E . 
B ro thc ie J 1 8 7 3 .
C A K E S . P A S T R Y , e tc . H o m e  M ad e  
"C lo v e l ly ,”  T he    B lo c k, E lizab eth  S t .    
C e n t .  2 5 5 .
D A V IS , 56 8    B o u r ke    S t .     R o ya l 
M ed al M i lke rs , Se parato rs , E ng ine  
D O U G L A S  SO C I A L  C R E D I T  
B O O K SH O P .    1 66  L it .  C o llin s    S t .
G I N G E R  J A R  C A F E , 2 38  F lind ers  
L an e  (4  d o o rs  f r o m  S w a n s to n  S t .  
B e s t  3 - c o u r s e  m e a l  i n  c i t y .  
J A S .  J E N N I N G S , 2 1 1  Q u e e n  S t .and    
6    R egen t   A rc.    O p t ic ian , y e a rs  e s t .    
T e s t i n g  F r ee . 
M A ISO N  M E R L IN , N at l. B k . B ld  2 7 1  
C o l l in s  S t .   L a d ies '  H a ird r e s s e r  
O P T I C I A N  a n d  H e ar in g A ids , M . L . 
C O L E C H IN , C ham p ion  H ouse 4 th  
F lo o r , 5 7 S w a n sto n  S t .    F  55 6  
O P T I C I A N , J .  H .  B u ckh a m , J .P . 
N at . B k  C h .,  2 71  C o llins  S t .  C . 83  1
P . A . M O R R IS  &  C O ., O P T IC I A N  
2 9 8  L t .  C o ll in s  S t r ee t ,  an d  8 0  M ar -
sh a l l S t re e t ,  Iv a n h o e . 
P R I N T I N G .   E .  E .  G U N N . O f f  6 0 0 
L it . B o u r ke  S t .   C e n t .  6 0 2  
Q U IC K       S E R V I C E       T O B A C C O  
K IO S K . E q u it ab le  P la c e . B u y  y o u r  
S m o ke s  h e r e !
T AI L O R ,   H ig h    C lass;   H .   S tac k-
po o le .  L an g  A r c ., o f f  3 3 3 L O N S .  S t . 
W A T C H M A K E R  and  J ewe ller . M . 
C hapm an , C A P IT O L  H SE , 6  yr s . 
H ardy B ro s., in  ch arg e R ep air  D ep t.

DARLING.
E S T A T E  A G E N T , J . W h ite , 1  I llo w a  
S t .     U Y  6 5 2 1 .

E L S T E R N W I C K .  
B R I D G E  & S O N .    M en 's  & B o y s  
W e a r . O p p . S ta t io n . P h on e  L  6 38 3  
R AD IO    &    E L E C T 'L    S E R V IC E S
M ac kin to sh 's ,  7 2   G le n h 't ly   R d .  L
4588.

F A I R F I E L D .
B U T C H E R , 9 3  S t a t io n  S t r e e t .  
A r th u r  B . H e a th  So l ic its  Y o u r  P a t-
ron age .

FOOTSCRAY.
B O O T   R E P A I R S .   A .   A .   T ay lo r .
S tat io n  R a m p , W h i le  U  W ait S 'v ice .
M A SS E Y 'S  G A R A G E , W 'to wn  R d .
T he  H o m e o f M o to r  R econ d it ion in g

G L E N F E R R I E .
O P T I C I A N , W .   W . N ich o lls , 1 0 0  
G le n fe ir ie  R d .   H a w .  5 8 4 5 .
S U I T S  to  o rd e r  fr o m  7 0 /- .  H . 6 8 1 8 . A .
Su th e r lan d , 1 84  G len fe r r ie  R d .

H A M P T O N .
B E A U T Y   S A L O N ,  N o r m a B e l l ,
3 3  H am p to n  S t.,  next P .O . X W 2 16 0  
B O O K SE L L E R ,   S.   J.   Endacott,  75 
H a m p to n  S t .,  f o r  a l l b o o k  n e e d s . 
C H E M I S T , R o d  B u rg e ss . 1 56 a 
H a m p to n  S t .   X W  2 4 24 . 
H A I R D R E S S E R , L a d ies an d  G e n ts . R .  
ST E W A R T ,  6 8   H am pton   St. 
H O M E  M A D E  C A K E S. B E A N 'S , 14 0  
H a m p ton  S t.  X W 1 78 7  
T AI L O R . R .  W    S im p so n , R ai l wa y  
W a l k . S u i t s  H an d  M ad e  f r o m  9 5 /- .

IVANHOE.
B O O T  R E P A I R S. J . F ras e r  so l ic its  
yo u r  cu sto m . 13 0 U pper  H 'be rg  R d

P. A. MORRIS & CO.
PTY.    LTD. 

EYESIGHT   SPECIALISTS, PRACTICAL
OPTICIANS.

"YORK   HOUSE” BASEMENT.
 298   LITTLE   COLLINS   STREET,

MELBOURNE.
'Phone:   Central   8400.

And at 80  MARSHALL  ST.,   IVANHOE.
'Phone:   Ivanhoe 88.

U PH O L S T E R E R .   B linds   &    
B edd in g .  D u ke 's , 11 1 H 'be r g  R d . 
Iv an . 62 6

K E W
ANDERSON’S 141 High St. 
Authorised Newsagent. Haw. 1145

Hon. R. G. Menzies, P.C. 
Dear Mr. Menzies,

Wednesday's "Argus" of this week gave some 
verbatim reports of the pearls of wisdom that fell 
from your lips when the luxury liner, in which you 
are returning, touched Fremantle. You spoke of 
Australia's vital necessity of overseas markets, 
pointing out that Britain, with her necessity of 
security in the event of war, is about to grow more of 
her own primary produce, so will therefore require 
less from us. You said , in effect, that if Britain 
cannot take more primary produce from Australia, we 
must seek the trade of foreigners.

You explained that the dying demand of the old 
world for primary produce now compelled us to de-
velop an export trade in secondary products, and 
that Britain would co-operate with us towards that 
end. You made reference to the unnatural state of 
Europe's markets, which were prevented from taking 
more from Australia by the "fear of war."

If you were possessed of ordinary business ability 
(and we are sure you are not) you should have 
told the British bondholders that Australia could pay 
interest and sinking funds on debts in primary pro-
ducts, and that if they were not prepared to accept 
our primary products at proper prices, which could be 
readily arranged and pegged, they could whistle any 
tune they liked because we wouldn't dance. That 
would have been both businesslike and Australian on 
your part.

Your proposal to seek foreign fields is amazing 
indeed, coming from   you   who, as   a member of 
Lyons Cabinet, did your part in smashing down our 
trade with Japan., France and Italy; and binding 
Australia into the Ottawa monstrosity.

Instead of talking all this woeful rubbish, you 
should come out into the open and let the people

see the desperate game you are playing in consolidating 
the power of the international financial gang that 
controls the standard of living of every country in 
the world. It is time you explained to Australians that 
the people of other countries would willingly buy more 
of our products if they had the money, but that they 
are short of money just as we are, and that the 
money supply of all countries is controlled by private 
financiers who are not subject to the Parliament of 
any country.

This awful objective of seeking export markets 
for goods which our own people are too poor to buy 
should stick in the gizzard of anyone with tuppence-
worth of thinking capacity. If we cannot buy the 
goods that are forcibly exported, from where shall we 
obtain the money to purchase the imported goods which, 
in normal trading, would come to us by way of 
exchange?

The outlook generated in the mind of anyone who 
could digest the drivel you talked would be very 
black. Your old bag of tricks contains nothing new, and, 
if Australia were to embark on the programme you 
recommend, capturing the export markets of ether 
countries, we should soon find some hostile guns 
directed towards us. The truth, Mr. Menzies, is that 
the rotten financial system, of which you are such a 
stout upholder, has broken down again, and we are on 
the fringe of another financial collapse, which, 
according to the eminent (and orthodox) Sir Geo. 
Paish, will strike the world very soon, and be worse 
than the last one. The thin thread which holds you in 
the Kooyong seat will surely snap at the next 
elections, and we hope you will be replaced by a 
man who will give the people credit for a bit more 
intelligence than you apparently consider your 
fellow men to possess.

THE NEW TIMES
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Pitfalls for the 
Unwary

T h e  w o r k  o f t h e  V i c t o r i a  M is -
s i o n s  t o  S e a m e n  i s  t h r e a t e n e d  
b y  a  se r i o u s  s h or ta g e  o f  fu n d s .  
A c t u a l l y  t h e r e  i s  a n  o v e r d ra f t  o f  
m o r e  t h a n  £ 1 0 0 0 ,  a n d ,  u n le s s  
a s s i s ta n c e  i s  g r a n te d ,  a n  i m m e -
d ia te  c u r t a i lm e n t  o f  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  
o f t h e  M iss io n s  w i l l  b e  n e c e s sa r y  
a n d  i n e v i t a b l e .

A n  a p p e a l  i s  b e i n g  m a d e  f o r  
f u n d s  w i t h  w h i c h  t o  e l i m i n a t e  
t h e  o v e r d r a f t  a n d  t o  c o n t i n u e  
t h e i r  w o r k .  T h e  o b j e c t  o f  t h e  
M iss io n s  is t o  m a k e  th e  l i v e s o f  
se a m e n  m o re  b e a ra b le  w h e n  t h e y  
a r e  i n  p o r t ,  a n d  i s  o n e  t o  b e  
c o m m e n d e d ,  f o r  s e a m e n  l e a d  a  
h a r d  l i fe  a n d  a r e  n o t  o v e r p a id ,  
c o n s id e r i n g  t h e i r  s k i l l  a n d  t h e  
h a r d s h ip s  t o  w h i c h  t h e y  a r e  c o n -
t i n u a l l y  e x p o s e d .  F o r  t h e s e  
r e a s o n s ,  t h o se  w h o  c o n t r i b u te  t o  
t h e  f u n d s  o f  t h e  M i s s i o n s  m a y  
b e  s a t i s fi e d  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  g i v i n g  
t h e i r  s u p p o r t  t o  a  w o r t h y  c a u s e .

T h e r e  i s o n e  p r e c a u t i o n , h o w -
e v e r ,  t h a t  a l l  i n t e n d i n g  c o n t r i -
b u to r s  s h o u ld  t a k e .  T h e y  s h o u l d  
t a k e  g o o d  c a r e  t h a t  t h e i r  d o n a -
t i o n s ,  i n  fa c t ,  r e a c h  t h e  s e a m e n ,  
a n d  a r e  n o t  s w a l l o w e d  u p  i n  
r e d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  b a n k  o v e r d r a f t .  
A t  t h e  r i s k  o f  b e in g  w e a r i s o m e l y  
re p e t i t i o u s ,  w e  w o u ld  r e m in d  
p r o s p e c t i v e  c o n t r i b u t o r s  t h a t  i f  
t h e i r  d o n a t i o n s  a r e  u s e d  i n  
e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  o v e r d r a f t  
th e i r  m o n e y w i l l  d i sa p p e a r  fr o m  
c i r c u l a t i o n  a n d  b e n e f i t  n o  o n e .  
A s  M r .  R e g i n a ld  M c K e n n a ,  a  
f o r m e r  C h a n c e l l o r  o f  t h e  E x -
c h e q u e r ,  s t a te d  i n  h i s  b o o k ,  
" P o s t - W a r  B a n k i n g  P o l i c y " :  
" .  .  .  E v e r y  b a n k  l o a n  a n d  e v e r y  
b a n k  p u r c h a s e  o f  s e c u r i t i e s  
creates a dep osit , and every re-
pa ym en t  o f a  bank lo an  and  
every bank sale destroys one."

It  m u s t b e  r e g a r d e d  a s  b e y o n d  
a r g u m e n t  t h a t  a n y  d o n a t i o n s  t o  
t h e  M i s s i o n s  t o  S e a m e n  w h i c h  
a r e  u s e d  e i t h e r  p a r t i a l l y  o r  
w h o l l y  i n  re d u ct i o n  o f  th e  b a n k  
o v e r d r a f t  w i l l  n o t  b e n e f i t  t h e  
se a m e n  i n  a n y  w a y .  S u c h  d o n a -
t i o n s  w i l l  b e  c a n c e l l e d  o u t  o f  
e x i s te n c e ,  l e a v i n g  t h e  M is s i o n s  
w i t h  a  d i m i n i s h e d  d e b t ,  c e r -
ta i n l y ,  b u t  n o  n e a re r  p r o v id i n g  
c o m f o r t s  f o r  s a i l o r s  t h a n  t h e y  
w e re  b e f o r e  th e  d o n a t i o n s  w e r e  
re c e i v e d . T h e  i n v i t a t i o n  t o  c o n -
t r i b u t e  s o  t h a t  t h e  o v e r d r a f t

m a y  b e  e l im in a t e d  i s  p r a c t i c a l l y  
t h e  s a m e  a s  a s k i n g  c o n t r i b u t o r s  
t o  t h r o w  t h e i r  m o n e y  d o w n  a  
d r a i n ,  o r  t o  u s e  t h e i r  s u r p l u s  
p o u n d  n o t e s  a s  p i p e - l i g h t e r s .

T h e  m o r a l  i s  o b v i o u s .  I f  y o u  
w a n t  t o  h e l p  t h e  s e a m e n ,  y o u  
s h o u l d  d o  o n e  o f  t w o  t h i n g s —
e ith e r  m a k e  a  d o n a t i o n  i n  g o o d s ,  
w h i c h  c a n n o t  b e  p a i d  i n t o  t h e  
b a n k  i n  e l im in a t i o n  o f t h e  o v e r -
d r a f t ,  o r  e l se ,  i f  y o u  m u s t  g i v e  
m o n e y ,  t i e  a  s t r i n g  t o  i t .  
S t i p u l a t e  t h a t  n o t  a  p e n n y  i s  t o  
b e  a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  o v e r d r a f t ,  o n  
p a in  o f im m e d ia te  c e ssa t i on  o f  
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e .  W e  
p r e s u m e  th a t  t h e  b a n k  h a s  s o m e  
s o r t  o f  s e c u r i t y  f o r  t h e  a d v a n c e  
t h a t  h a s  b e e n  m a d e .  V e r y  w e l l ,  
t h e n ,  l e t  t h e  o v e r d r a f t  r e m a in ,  
e v e n  i f i n t e r e s t  i s  e x t o r t e d  f r o m  
th e  M i s s i o n s  s o  l o n g  a s  i t  e x i s t s .  
I f  y o u  m a k e  y o u r se l f a  p a r t y  t o  
r e d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  o v e r d r a f t ,  b e -
l i e v i n g  t h a t  y o u  a r e  h e lp i n g  t h e  
s a i l o r s  b y  y o u r  d o n a t i o n ,  y o u  
w i l l  n o t  o n l y  b e  o f  n o  h e l p  t o  
t h o s e  w h o m  y o u  w i s h  t o  a s s i s t ,  
b u t  w i l l  b e  a n  u n w i t t i n g  p a r t n e r  
i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  c o n s p i r a c y  t o  re -
d u c e  t h e  a l r e a d y  s h o r t ,  a n d  e v e r -
d w i n d l i n g  m o n e y  s u p p l y .

Thirty-Seven 
Million Dollars

T h e  e s ta te  o f  t h e  l a te  A n d r e w  
M e l l o n  h a s  b e e n  v a lu e d  a t  t h e  
e n o r m o u s  f i g u r e  o f  3 7 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  
d o l la r s ;  o r ,  i n  A u s tr a l i a n  m o n e y ,  
n i n e  a n d  a  q u a r t e r  m i l l i o n  
p o u n d s !  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  i t  i s  b e -
l ie v e d  th a t  th e  d e c e a se d m a d e  
c o n s i d e r a b l e  g i f t s  o f  p r o p e r t y  t o  
h i s  fa m i l y  a n d  f r ie n d s  b e f o re  h i s  
d e a t h ,  s o  t h a t  h i s  t o ta l  w e a l t h  
c a n n ot  b e  a c c u r a te l y  e s t im a te d .  
A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  t e r m s  o f  h i s  
w i l l ,  a l l  b u t  a  s m a l l  p o r t i o n  o f  
t h i s  v a s t  f o r t u n e  w i l l  b e  v e s t e d  
i n  a  C h a r i t a b le  a n d  E d u c a t i o n a l  
T r u s t .

I n  t h i s  m a n n e r  i t  c a n  b e  s e e n  
t h a t  t h e r e  i s  s o m e  t r u t h  i n  t h e  
s a y i n g  t h a t  t h e  e v i l  m e n  d o  
l i ve s  a ft e r  t h e m . T h i s  fu n d  o f  
th i r t y -se ve n m i l l io n  d o l la rs , w h i c h  
c o u l d  n o t  h a v e  b e e n ,  a n d  w a s  
n o t  i n  f a c t  h o n e s t l y  a c c u m u -
l a t e d ,  i s  n o t  t o  b e  d i s t r i b u t e d ,  
b u t  w i l l  r e m a i n  i n  o n e  l o a th so m e
l u m p ,  t h e  i n t e r e s t  f r o m  w h i c h  
w i l l  b e  d e v o te d  t o  c h a r i t a b le  a n d  
e d u c a t i o n a l  p u r p o s e s .

I t  i s  a  w e l l - k n o w n  f a c t  t h a t  
t h e  M e l l o n  f o r t u n e  w a s  s t a r t e d  
b y  a s  f o u l  a  p i e c e  o f  t r e a c h e r y  
a s  c o u l d  b e  r e c o r d e d .  M e l l o n  
w a s  t h e  h o l d e r  o f  a  l o t  o f  
se cu r i t ie s w h i c h  h e  k n e w  to  b e  
p r a c t i c a l l y  w o r th l e s s ,  b u t  w h i c h  
h i s  f r i e n d s ,  u n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  d i d  
n o t .  W i t h  w h a t  i s  c a l l e d  b u s i -
n e s s  a c u m e n  b y  s o m e ,  y o u n g  
A n d r e w  u n l o a d e d  t h e  l o t  o n  h i s  
f r i e n d s ,  c l e a n e d  u p  a  t i d y  s u m ,  
a n d  l e f t  t h e m  t o  b e a r  t h e  l o s s .  
A f t e r  t h i s  c o u p  h e  n e v e r  l o o k e d  
b a c k ,  b u t  w e n t  f r o m  w e a l t h  t o  
g r e a te r  w e a l t h ,  f i n a l l y  e n d in g  u p  
a s  o n e  o f  A m e r i c a 's  g r e a te s t  a n d  
w e a l t h i e s t  i n d u s t r i a l i s t s .  B e i n g  
a  c i t i z e n  o f  t h e  l a n d  o f  t h e  
A l m i g h t y  D o l l a r ,  h e  w a s  a t  o n e  
t im e  a p p o i n te d  U n i t e d  S ta te s  
A m b a s s a d o r  t o  G r e a t  B r i t a i n ,  
h i s  b u s i n e s s  m e t h o d s  b e i n g  
a p p a re n t l y  n o  b a r  t o  w h a t  sh o u l d  
b e  a  p o s i t i o n  o f  h o n o u r .

I t  i s  t h e  q u i n t e s s e n c e  o f  i r o n y  
t h a t  t h i s  f o r t u n e ,  a c c u m u l a t e d  
u n d e r  t h e  r u l e s  o f  a n  e c o n o m i c  
s y s t e m  w h i c h  p e r m i t s  h a l f  t h e  
w o r l d  t o  l i v e  c o n t i n u a l l y  a t  o r
n e a r  s u b s i s t e n c e  l e v e l ,  s h o u l d  
n o w  b e  d e v o t e d  t o  c h a r i t a b l e

A  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  
i n  S o u th  A u s t r a l i a  t h i n k s  w e  c a n .  
In  v i si t i n g  t h a t  H o u se  o f  w i t  a n d  
w i s d o m  o n  A d e l a i d e 's  N o r t h  
T e r r a c e , o n e  d o e s  n o t  g a in  t h e  
i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  a n y o n e  p r e s e n t  
i s  v i o l e n t l y  e m p l o y e d .  I n  f a c t  
t h e r e  i s  a n  a t m o s p h e r e  o f  " d o l c e  
f a r  n i e n t e "  t h e r e  t h a t  i s  m o s t  
s o o t h i n g .  V e r y  f e w  m e m b e r s  
a p p e a r  t o  b e  m u c h  i n te r e s t e d  i n  
th e  d e b a te , q u i t e  a  n u m b e r r e a d  
n e w s p a p e r s  t o  w h i l e  a w a y  t h e  
t i m e ,  w h i l e  t h e  r e s t  s i m p l y  c a n -
n o t  e n d u r e  t h e  t e d i u m  o f  s i t t i n g  
f o r  m o r e  t h a n  h a l f  a n  h o u r ,  s o  
th e re  i s  a  c o n s ta n t  e g re s s ,  w h i c h  
m u s t  b e  d i s c o n c e r t i n g  t o  t h e  
m e m b e r  w h o  i s  i n t r o d u c i n g  a  
B i l l — u n t i l  h e  g e t s  u s e d  t o  i t .

Keeping Them In 
Their Place

B u t  i t  i s  o n e  o f  t h e s e  g e n t l e -
m e n  w h o  i s  a f r a i d  t h a t  w e  a r e  
m a k in g  u n e m p l o y m e n t  t o o  a t t r a c -
t ive . R e a de rs  o f  D i c k e n s  w i l l  re -
m e m b e r  t h a t  t h e  P o o r  L a w  
G u a r d i a n s  e n te r t a i n e d  t h e  sa m e  
f e a r s  a b o u t  t h e  w o r k h o u s e .  I t  
c e r t a i n l y  w o u l d  b e  a  s h o c k i n g  
t h i n g  i f  w e  a l l o w e d  t h e  p o o r  t o  
g e t  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  t h e y  h a d  a s  
m u c h  r i g h t  t o  t h e  g o o d  t h i n g s  
o f  l i fe  a s  m e m b e r s  o f  P a r l i a m e n t  
a n d  P o o r  L a w  G u a r d ia n s .  W h y ,  
w e  w o u ld  n e v e r  b e  a b le  t o  k e e p  
t h e m  i n  t h e i r  p l a c e !  T h e  k i n d  
a n d  q u a n t i t y  o f  g r u e l  t h a t  w a s  
s e r v e d  t o  O l i v e r  T w i s t  a n d  t h e  
o t h e r  i n m a t e s  o f  t h e  w o r k h o u s e ,  
n o  d o u b t ,  w a s  i n s t r u m e n ta l  i n  
r e d u c i n g  t h e i r  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  
a u th or i t y ,  a n d  s o  w a s  o n e  m o r e  
f a c t o r i n  m a i n ta i n i n g  t h e  
"s ta b i l i t y  o f  t h e  B r i t i sh  n a t i o n . "  
T h i n k  w h a t  w o u l d  b e  t h e  r e s u l t  
i f w e  r a ise d  th e  p re se n t r i o t o u s  
u n e m p l o y e d  r e l i e f  o f  6 / -  ( o r  
t h e r e a b o u t )  p e r  w e e k !  S o m e  o f  
t h e  u n e m p l o y e d  m i g h t  g o  g a y  
a n d  k e e p  tw o  h o m e s ,  j u st  a s  p e r -
s o n s  o f  s u b s t a n c e  h a v e  b e e n  
k n o w n  t o  d o ,  t h o u g h  t h i s  m a y  
n o t  h a v e  b e e n  i n  t h e  m i n d  o f  
t h e  a n x i o u s  m e m b e r .

A Poser
W h a t  h e  w a s  a f r a i d  o f  w a s  
t h a t  t h e  r e c i p i e n t s  m i g h t  l o s e  
t h e i r  t a s t e  f o r  w o r k .  I t  w o u l d  
s e e m  t h a t  w o r k  i s  n o t  a  t h i n g  
t h a t  o n e  f a l l s  i n  l o v e  w i t h  f o r  
i t s  s a k e  a l o n e .  T h a t  i s  w h y  i t  i s  
c o n s id e r e d  n e c e s sa r y  t o  m a k e  t h e  
a b se n c e  o f  w o r k  a s  u n p le a s a n t  a s  
p o s s i b l e .  B u t ,  y o u  m a y  a s k :  
" I f  w e  h a v e  a t t a i n e d  t o  t h a t  
p i t c h  o f  p r o g r e s s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  
n o t  e n o u g h  w o r k  f o r  e v e r y b o d y ,  
o r  i f ,  o n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  t h e r e  i s  
w o r k ,  b u t  w e  h a v e  n o t  m o n e y  t o  
p a y  f o r  i t ,  w h y  h a v e  s u c h  f e a r s  
t h a t  t h e  a f fe c t i o n s  o f  t h e  p e o p le  
m a y  b e  w e a n e d  f r o m  t h e  i d e a  o f  
w o r k ? "

T h a t  m ig h t  b e  a  p o s e r  t o  t h e  
g e n t l e m a n  c o n c e r n e d  ( I  a m

p u r p o s e s .  T h a t  s o  m a n y  m i l -
l i o n s  o f  p e o p le  a re  c o n s ta n t l y  i n  
n e e d  o f  c h a r i t y  i s  d i r e c t l y  a t -
t r i b u t a b l e  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  w e  
a l l o w  t h e  e x p l o i t a t i o n  w h i c h  
p u t s  l a r g e  f o r t u n e s  i n  t h e  h a n d s  
o f i n d i v i d u a l s a n d  t h u s  o p e n s  t h e  
w a y  t o  f u r t h e r  a n d  " b e t t e r "  
e x p lo i ta t i on .

T h e  e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  c h a r i t -
a b le  a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l  t r u s t  w i t h  
t h e  m o n e y  f i l c h e d  f r o m  t h e  
p e o p l e  i s  o n l y  a  p a r t i a l  r e s t i t u -
t i o n .  C a r n e g i e  a n d  R o c k e f e l l e r  
d i d  m u c h  t h e  s a m e  w i t h  t h e i r  
w e a l t h ,  a n d  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  
t h e  u n t h i n k i n g  m u c h  p r a i s e .  
T h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  v i r t u e  t o  b e  t o  
b e  g a i n e d  f r o m  t h e  p a r t i a l  
r i g h t i n g  o f  a  g r i e v o u s  
w r o n g ,  a n d  l e s s  w h e n  t h e  
s e t t l o r  h a s  o b v i o u s l y  h o p e d ,  
b y  h i s  a c t i o n ,  t o  p e r p e t u a t e  
i n  s a n c t i t y  a  n a m e  w h i c h  i t  
w e r e  b e s t  s h o u l d  q u i c k l y  b e  
f o r g o t t e n .

s o r r y  t h a t  I  c a n n o t  r e m e m b e r  
h i s  n a m e — i t  c e r t a i n l y  o u g h t  t o  
g o  d o w n  t o  p o s t e r i t y — b u t  a s  
a l l  m e m b e r s o f t h e  S . A .  G o v e r n -
m e n t  a r e  s o  m u c h  a l i k e ,  i t  
d o e s n 't  r e a l l y  m a t te r ) ,  b u t  h e  
w o u l d  p r o b a b l y  r e p l y  t h a t  m e n  
o n  t h e  b a s i c  w a ge  w o u ld  b e  so  
e n v i o u s  o f  t h e  w i l d  t i m e  e n -
j o ye d  b y  t h e  u n e m p lo y e d  g a i l y  
g o i n g  t o  t h e  s t o r e s  i n  t h e i r  
se c o n d h a n d  c l o th e s , w i t h  t h e i r  
r a t i o n - t i c k e t s ,  t h a t  t h e y  w o u l d  
a l s o  d o w n  t o o l s ,  a n d ,  f i n a l l y ,  
t h e r e  w o u l d  b e  n o  o n e  d o i n g  
t h e  h a r d ,  d i r t y  j o b s ,  a n d  i t  
m i g h t  e v e n  h a p p e n  t h a t  t h e  
o t h e r  s o r t  o f  p e o p l e  ( M . P . s  a n d  
t h e  l i k e )  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  g e t  r i d  
o f  t h e ir  su r p lu s  t i s su e  i n  r o a d -
c o n s t r u c t i n g  a n d  w h a t n o t !

Work
I n  s p e a k i n g  o f  w o r k ,  h o w -

e v e r , w e  g e n e r a l l y  m e a n  s o m e -
t h i n g  m e c h a n i c a l  a n d  m a n u a l ,  
l i k e  c r a c k in g  s t o n e s .  W e  d o  n o t  
m e a n  t h e  s o r t  o f  w o r k  t h a t  i s  
a  p r i d e  a n d  a  p l e a s u r e ;  s o m e -
t h i n g  t o  w h i c h  w e  c a n  g l a d l y  
g i v e  o u r  b e s t  e n e r g i e s .  T h e r e  
i s  a  t r e m e n d o u s  l o t  o f  t h a t  s o r t  
o f  v o c a t i o n a l  w o r k  i n  t h e  
w o r l d ,  a n d  p r o b a b l y  a l w a y s  
w i l l  b e ,  a n d  n o  o n e  w o u l d  n e e d  
t o  b e  s t a r v e d  i n t o  d o i n g  i t ,  b u t  
w h a t a re  w e  t o  d o  a b o u t t h e  
s t o n e - c r a c k i n g  s o r t  o f  j o b ?  T o  
o n e  w h o  h a s  n e v e r  p u t  i n  t im e  
c r a c k in g  s t o n e s ,  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  
s a y  p o s i t i v e l y  w h e t h e r  i t  h a s  
a n y  a t t ra c t i o n  f r o m  th e  " s o m e -
t h i n g  a t t e m p t e d ,  s o m e t h i n g  
d o n e "  a n g l e ,  b u t  o n e  s u p p o s e s  
n o t ,  a s  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  n o t  f o r c e d  
t o  e n g a g e  i n  i t  a r e  s o  f u l l  o f  
f e a r s  t h a t  w e  w i l l  n o t  k e e p  t h e  
g o a d  s h a r p  e n o u g h  t o  k e e p  t h e  
w o r k e r s  a t  i t .  P o o r  o l d  P h a r a o h  
h a d  t h e  sa m e  p r o b le m .  S e e  h o w  
t a s k m a s t e r s  w i t h  w h i p s  h a d  t o  
b e  e m p l o y e d  t o  k e e p  t h o s e  
Is r a e l i t e s  f r o m  t u r n in g  d o w n  
b r i c k - m a k i n g  a n d  o p e n i n g  a  
b a n k !  E v e n  a s  i t  w a s ,  h e  d i d  
n o t  g e t  r i d  o f  t h e m  w i t h o u t  
s a c r i f i c i n g  a  l o t  o f  l o o t .  I t  a l l  
m a k e s  i t  v e r y  c l e a r  t h a t ,  n o  
m a t t e r  w h a t  w e  t h i n k  o f  w o r k  
f o r  o u r s e l v e s ,  t h e r e  i s  a  s o u l -
l e s s  p i e c e  o f  m e c h a n i s m  c a l l e d  
t h e  w o r k i n g - m a n  w h o  m u s t  b e  
k e p t  a t  i t ,  f o r  n o t  o n l y  w o u l d  
i t  b e  a w k w a r d  a l l  r o u n d  i f  h e  
w a s n 't ,  b u t  i t  w o u l d  b e  b a d  f o r  
h i s  m o r a l s ,  f o r  e v e r y b o d y  
k n o w s  ( o r ,  a t  l e a s t ,  e v e r y b o d y  
i n  t h e  L i b e r a l  F e d e r a t i o n  
k n o w s )  t h a t  w h e n  n o t  w o r k i n g ,  
t h e  w o r k i n g - m a n  i s  d r i n k i n g ,  
g a m b l i n g  a n d  f i g h t i n g .

Leisure
You a r e no t  to con fuse  

leisure with unemployment, 
however. Leisure is what you 
have when someone leaves you 
a legacy, or what you inherit 
when your paternal parent had 
a very successful deal on the 
Stock Exchange (which is en-
tirely different from the low 
gamble of the working-man on 
dogs or horses). You may spend 
that sort of leisure as you like, 
without fear of criticism from 
members of Parliament or any-
one else. You have a right to 
it, which is clearly not the case 
when you only work for it. That 
may be juggled with by arbitra-
tion courts or wages boards, and 
be reduced in times of bank de-
flation, taxed to produce arma-
ments or anything that might 
seem good and proper to the 
powers that be.

T he Co m ing  o f K in n ear
Take a man like Sir Walter 

Kinnear now. He knows all 
about it. He told us over the air 
on several occasions how 
surprised he was on coming to 
Australia to find that widows 
and dependents of the working 
man were not provided for. Of 
course, that’s all over now. Sir 
Walter has seen to that 
himself. He has this lovely 
scheme by which the working

m a n  w i l l  h a v e  1 / 6  p e r  w e e k  
d e d u c te d  f r o m  h i s  w a g e s ,  a n d  
h i s  e a r n i n g  s o n s  a n d  
d a u g h t e r s  8 d .  a n d  1 / -  f r o m  
t h e i r s ,  a n d  e v e r y t h i n g  i n  t h e  
g a r d e n  w i l l  b e  l o v e l y .  B e i n g  
n a t u r a l l y  c u s s e d ,  t h e  w a g e -
e a r n e r  m i g h t  o b j e c t  t o  h a v i n g  
th i s  t h r i f t y  d e v i c e  m a d e  c o m p u l -
so r y , a n d  c o m p la in  o f t h e  h ia tu s  
b e t w e e n  h i s r e d u c e d  p u rc h a s in g  
p o w e r  a n d  t h e  w e e k l y  g r o c e r y  
b i l l ,  b u t  t h a t  i s  j u s t  l i k e  t h e  
w o r k i n g - m a n .  H e  n e v e r  s e e m s  
to  b e  a b le  t o  se e  t h i n g s  f r o m  th e  
n a t i o n a l  p o in t  o f  v i e w .  H e  n e v e r  
p a u s e s  t o  r e f l e c t  h o w  n e c e s s a r y  
i t  i s  f o r  G o v e r n m e n t s  t o  r e s o r t  
t o  s c h e m e s  l i k e  t h i s  w h e n  t h e  
i n te r e s t  b i l l  o n  b a n k  l o a n s  i s  
a s s u m i n g  s u c h  c o l o s s a l  p r o p o r -
t i o n s  t h a t  s o m e t h i n g  s i m p l y  
m u s t  b e  d o n e  a b o u t i t— a n d  w h o  
s h o u l d  m a k e  t h e  s a c r i f i c e  b u t  
t h o s e  w h o  a r e  m o s t  a c c u s t o m e d  
t o  i t ?

"Defence"
T h e r e  i s  d e f e n c e ,  t o o .  W h a t  

w i t h  t h e  G e r m a n s  a n d  Ja p a n e s e  
a n d  I t a l i a n s  c o n c e n t r a t i n g  
t h e i r  w h o l e  t h o u g h t s  o n  t h e  
c o n q u e s t  o f  A u s tra l i a  ( I h e a r  f r o m  
a n  u n i m p e a c h a b l e  a u t h o r i t y  t h a t  
i t  i s  t h e  c h i e f  o b j e c t  o f  t h e  
R o m e - B e r l in  ta l k s ) ,  h o w  c a n  n o n -
c o m b a t a n t s  l i k e  M r .  L y o n s ,  
M r .  C a s e y  a n d  M r .  M e n z i e s  
f e e l  s a f e  u n t i l  l a r g e  s u m s  o f  
m o n e y  a r e  s p e n t  i n  a t  l e a s t  
p u t t i n g  u p  a  s h o w  o f  d e f e n c e ?  
H a v i n g  b u t  a  l o w  o p i n i o n  o f  
F a s c i s t  a b i l i t y ,  w e  s h a l l  a s s u m e  
t h a t  w e  c a n  e a s i l y  sta l l  t he m  o f f  
w i t h  t h r e e  b a t t l e s h ip s  a n d  a  fe w  
b o m b in g - 'p l a n e s .  A f t e r  a l l ,  w e  
h a v e  o n l y  9 0 0 0  m i l e s  o f  
c o a s t l i n e  t o  " d e fe n d , "  a n d  t h a t  
i s n 't  m u c h  w h e n  y o u  s a y  i t  
q u i c k l y .

Sir Walter and 
the Worker

B u t  i t  i s  s o  h a r d  t o  g e t  t h e  
" w o r ke r"  t o  th in k  o f a n y o n e  b u t  
h i m s e l f  a n d  h i s  w i f e  a n d  c h i l -
d r e n . D o e s  h e  e v e r  g i v e  a  t h o u g h t,  
a s k  y o u ,  t o  p e o p l e  l i k e  S i r  
W a l t e r  K i n n e a r ,  w h o  c o m e  a l l  
t h e  w a y a c r o s s  t h e  w o r l d  ( f i rs t -
c l a s s )  t o  f i x  u p  h i s  a f f a i r s  f o r  
h im  a n d  e n s u r e  h i m  e c o n o m i c  
se c u r i t y  s o m e w h a t b e l o w  t h e  
b r e a d  l i n e ?  S i r  W a l t e r  K i n n e a r  
m a y  h a v e  a  w i f e  a n d  c h i l d r e n ,  
a n d  h o w  i s  h e  t o  k e e p  t h e m  i n  
t h e  s t y l e  t o  w h i c h  t h e y  h a v e  
b e e n  a c c u s t o m e d  u n le s s  h e  c a n  
r e ta i n  t h i s  s o r t  o f  b u r e a u c r a t i c  
j o b ?  Y o u  w i l l  n o t e  t h a t  S i r  
W a l t e r 's  c o n c e r n  i s a l l  f o r  t h e  
w o r k i n g - m a n , t o o  ( w h i c h  m a k e s  
th e  la tte r 's  i n g ra t itu d e  th e  m o re  
i n e x p l i c a b le ) ,  a s  h e  i s  n o t  p l a n -
n in g  fo r  t h e  m a n  w h o s e  i n c o m e  
ex cee d s £ 7  a w ee k, unless he is a 
manual worker. You see! It i s  t h e  
h a n d  l a b o u r e r  w h o  e x c i t e s  h i s  
h u m a n i t y  a n d  p i t y .  F o r  a l l  S i r  
W a l t e r  c a r e s ,  t h i s  o th e r  m a n  c a n  
s p e n d  h i s  £ 7 / 1 0 / -  a  w e e k  a n d  
u p w a r d s  j u s t  a s  h e  l i k e s ,  b u t  h e  
i s  j o l l y  w e l l  g o i n g  t o  s e e  t h a t  
t h e  w o r k i n g - m a n  a c t s  l i k e  a  
g o o d  c i t i z e n ,  a n d  h e l p s  t o  p a y  t h e  
i n te r e s t  a n d  a r m a m e n t  b i l l .  T h a t  
w a s  a  l o v e l y  t a l k  h e  g a v e  u s  
(e v id e n t l y  r e c o r d e d , s o  a s  w e  c o u ld  
g e t  i t  r e p e a te d ) ,  fu l l  o f  t h e  m o s t  
g l o w i n g  o p t i m i s m  a b o u t  t h e  
f u t u r e  o f  t h e  w o r k i n g - m a n ,  n o w  
th a t  N a t i o n a l  In s u r a n c e  h a s  m a d e  
h i s  l i f e  o n e  g r a n d ,  s w e e t  s o n g .  
S l i g h t l y  r e m i n i s c e n t ,  t o o ,  o f  t h a t  
o t h e r  p h i l a n t h r o p i s t 's  v i s i t  i n  
1 9 3 1  ( a l s o  a  S i r ) — S i r !  O t t o  
N i e m e y e r .  H e ,  t o o ,  p u t  o u r  
h o u s e  i n  o r d e r  f o r  u s , a n d  
d e p a r t e d  w i t h  u n c t u o u s  
f a r e w e l l s .  W h a t  w e  w o u l d  d o  
w i t h o u t  t h e se  v i s i t a t i o n s  i t  i s  
im p o s s ib l e  t o  s a y .  W e  m i g h t  e v e n  
g e t  so m e  c r a z y  n o t i on  t h a t  w e  
sh o u ld  p u t  o u r  o w n  h o u s e  i n  
o r d e r  b y u s i n g  o u r  o w n  w e a l t h  
f o r  o u r  o w n  p e o p l e ,  a n d  o u r  o w n  
c r e d i t  t o  f i n a n c e  o u r  o w n  
u n d e r ta k i n g s .

We might even be so unortho-
dox as to give the working-man 
(and everyone else) economic 
security, without reducing him to
below subsistence level, by drawing 
up a genuine balance sheet and 
distributing purchasing power on the 
strength and value of our national 
assets. So you see how necessary 
these titled visitors are!
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In preaching on "The Des-
tiny of Man" last Sunday even-
ing, we came to the conclusion 
that man's destiny was to realise 
the Kingdom of God on earth. 
We saw that  i t  was for the 
Kingdom of God that Chr is t  
lived and worked and died. We 
were reminded that He taught 
His disciples to pray, "Thy will 
be done; Thy Kingdom come on 
earth, as in heaven"; and that  
this process of establishing the 
Kingdom was the actualising of 
God's thought among men.

Then, I indicated, that when 
we asked how this was to be 
done, we immediately came face 
to face with some serious, prac-
tical problems, which involved 
our social and political respon-
sibility as citizens of a demo-
cratic State. It  is this aspect of 
the matter that I would l ike us 
to consider to-night, for it must 
be obvious to those who are tak-
ing an intel l igent  interest  in 
world affairs  that  Christ ianity 
in its organised expression is 
lamentably failing to stem the 
tide of militaristic imperialism 
which threatens to overwhelm 
civilisation.

It  is quite certain that indi-
vidual piety is not enough. In-
deed, when you come to think 
of it, there must be thousands of 
individually pious people in this 
country alone who never think 
of religion in social and political 
terms; with the disastrous re-
sult that their social and politi-
cal action tends to defeat their 
most pious aspirations. I need 
only remind you of one instance. 
When the present Government 
appealed to the country eleven 
months ago they made the ques-
tion of defence one of their main 
electioneering cries. We were 
not at war, nor were we being 
seriously threatened — though, 
even i f we were being threat-
ened, it  should have been clear 
to those who take the name of 
Christ that the policy of building 
up armaments was one directly 
opposed to His teaching and 
ethic. Well ,  what  was the re-
sult? Christ ian people were 
among the majority of those who 
endorsed a policy of armaments. 
Even supposing that they were 
ready to turn the other cheek to 
their private enemies, they were 
ready immediately to hit back at 
their country's enemies. So they 
voted for a policy of defence. By 
so doing they committed them-
selves to war, if hostilities should 
break out at any t ime.

And now Mr. Lyons, after 
falling in with the demand for 
armaments, and having helped 
to get the world into the sorry 
muddle that it is, has the 
impudence to ask the Churches 
to set aside a day of intercession 
and prayer  to the Almighty to 
get us out of it. "Our hope of 
achieving a lasting peace," he 
says, "must emanate from the 
intervention of a Higher Power." 
That, I submit, is meanly throw-
ing the responsibility on to God 
for man's misdoings. "In doing 
this," said Mr. Lyons, "we shall 
be making a declaration of our 
faith and trust in  God." Why 
didn't Mr. Lyons and his col-
leagues make a declarat ion of 
faith and trust in God at the last 
election, instead of putting their 
faith and trust in munitions of 
war?

Now I   know that it will be 
argued that this political action 
was not designed to provoke war, 
but to maintain peace, but surely 
no one can dispute the fact our 
“defensive” armaments are for the 
purpose of defending an imperial-

istic polit ical  regime. And what 
I want  to make clear is this: 
Action of this kind can never 
bring us nearer to the Kingdom 
of God, for it is designed to 
defend the kingdom of Mammon. 
So we witness the sorry spectacle 
of Christians praying for 
individual redemption on the one 
hand, and voting for collective 
damnation on the other.

Let me give you another in-
stance. Another of the Govern-
ment 's claims for  support  was 
on the grounds of Sound Fin-
ance.  Not ,  you  wi l l  remem-
ber, for Sound People, sound 
physical ly and mental ly, but 
Sound Finance. And what did 
this amount  to, but bolstering 
up a money system that keeps 
large numbers of the people in 
poverty whilst at the same time 
we are export ing millions of 
bushels of wheat, tens of thous-
ands of bales of wool, and ship-
load after shipload of meat. 
Granted that we must export in 
order to import, it is neverthe-
less true that we have to find 
markets abroad for much of our 
produce because there is not the 
market at  home. And wh y is 
there not the market at home? 
The answer is simple: It is be-
cause the methods of so-called 
Sound Finance keep the masses 
of the people chronically poor. 
Thus they cannot purchase the 
things needful for building up a 
healthy life.

Yet these Christian politicians 
were able to persuade Christian 
cit izens to vote for a system 
which denies to the poor their 
just  rights. Wil l  any p ious 
Christian deny that Christ's in-
junction was to feed the hungry, 
to sustain the weary, and to let 
the oppressed go free? Would 
they deny that the Kingdom of 
God, whatever else it is, includes 
justice, brotherhood, peace and 
love? And is it sound finance 
always to allow the cost of liv-

ing to overreach the incomes 
distributed to the workers, to 
increase the already grievous 
burden of taxation, to keep large 
numbers who are denied the 
r ight to earn a living, in a state 
of indigency? You may balance 
figures in a ledger whilst st il l 
the people starve in a land that 
may be said to be "flowing with 
milk and honey." So, here again, 
the Christ i an who voted  for  
what he called "stable govern-
ment," "sound finance," and the 
building up of armaments, was 
defeating by his political action 
what he prays for every time he 
recites the Lord 's Prayer. He 
prays, "Thy Kingdom come on 
earth, " and then proceeds to 
vote i t  out of existence.

This was precisely that con-
flict which Christ waged when 
He was al ive in Palest ine. He 
was at  war with civi l i sat ion 
then, and what did He find? He 
found the religious people of His 
day doing, in effect,  what so 
many religious people are doing 
now. He found them support -
ing a regime which shut the 
children from the Father's house. 
There was no escaping this con-
flict, and when He said, "Think 
not  that  I came to send peace 
on the earth, but a sword," He 
was not speaking in terms of 
armaments, but of the inevitable 
division between those who want 
the Kingdom of God, really and 
truly, and those who do not.

You may cal l  Him an im-
pr act i ca l  ideal ist  i f  you wil l ,  
or you may think in your hearts 
t hat  i t  i s  imposs i b l e t o fo l -
l ow H i m i n  t h ese  d ays o f  
enmity between nations (which 
enmity, after all, is but the en-
mity and competition between 
rival groups within each nation), 
but, for the sake of al l  that is 
true and holy, don't  call your-
selves followers of Christ when 
you register your vote against 
Him at every election.

"But what are we to do?" you 
may ask, "when no political party 
stands for the ethic of Christ in 
political relations, and when voting 
is compulsory, so that if we don't 
vote we are penalised?" Well, is 
it so great a sacrifice to be penalised 
for the sake of justice? Is our 
Christianity so anaemic that we dare 
not be penalised for the sake of 
Christ? But, after all, just as you 
may take a horse to the water but 
cannot make him drink, so you may 
be compelled to go to the ballot box

on penalty of a fine if you do not, 
but they cannot make you register 
a vote against your convictions. You 
can always endorse your ballot 
paper in such a way that it will 
bear witness to your convictions, 
whilst making it worthless for the 
kingdom of Mammon. Why should 
we fall into the trap of voting for 
Tweedledum or Tweedledee?

But that, of course, is by no 
means all that Christians are called 
upon to do. What I want to make 
clear to-night is that we are living 
in a political and social order which, 
by no stretch of the imagination, 
can be called Christian, and which 
we, as citizens, are being called 
upon to support. Yet, if we are 
under the moral imperative of fol-
lowing in the way of Christ, how 
can we support it? Nevertheless, a 
mere attitude of opposition is not 
enough. What was the situation in 
which Jesus found himself when He 
proclaimed the Kingdom of God? 
He certainly found Himself in con-
flict with civilisation, but the con-
flict arose because He was propa-
gating certain teachings and re-
vealing a way of life which would 
reverse the entire social and politi-
cal order. And the political lead-
ers, with whom were allied most re-
ligious leaders, as is the case to-
day, were not slow to see it. They 
knew that if the people listened long 
enough to this Man and began to 
take His teaching seriously, that all 
their interests and privileges would 
be undermined. Between Him and 
them no sort of compromise was 
possible. He could neither accom-
modate His teaching to existing in-
justice, nor could they accommodate 
their way of life to His.

His teaching clave like a sword 
through human society and divided 
men of all ranks, and divided them 
in their most intimate relations. 
"For I came to set a man at vari-
ance against his father, and the 
daughter against her mother, and 
the daughter-in-law against her 
mother-in-law; and a man's foes 
shall be they of his own household." 
It could not be otherwise, for once 
men caught the vision of a uni-
versal kingdom of justice and peace, 
of sweet brotherliness between man 
and man, and among all peoples, 
how could they let that vision go, 
even when their kindred turned 
against them? So they witnessed 
in their turn and created such a 
situation that the religious and po-
litical leaders deemed it expedient, 
if the people were to be kept in sub-
jection, to put an end to this Man.

It should be made clear that the 
Temple at Jerusalem was not only 
the headquarters of the priesthood 
but was also the political seat of the 
Jewish nation.

But the seed of the Kingdom of 
God had been sown, and the vision 
has never been wholly lost. It is 
being revived in our day, though 
not always in Christ's name, and 
we, I trust, shall do our part to 
revive the flame.

But, seeing that we are involved 
in, and collectively responsible for 
a social order which fails to reflect 
the best and noblest aspirations of 
humanity, we must begin to act con-
structively to change that order. I 
have said, and I repeat, that per-
sonal piety, the kind of piety that 
exhausts itself in what are called 
religious exercises and in accepting 
a purely personal salvation, is not 
enough. Indeed, it may actually 
hinder the coming of God's king-
dom.

There is no danger to the exist-
ing political and social order in this 
kind of teaching; it is all right to 
make people one in Christ, but 
not one in the sharing of God's 
Providence. It is all right to re-
deem their souls, but not to redeem 
them from political and economic 
bondage. So the Churches which 
teach this doctrine of purely per-
sonal salvation can depend upon 
the patronage of the wealthy, and 
also depend upon their assistance 
in endeavouring to silence those 
who dare to make Christ's true 
mission known.

Coupled with this detestable 
teaching is the soulless, institutional 
charity-mongering, so beloved 
among those who are personally 
"saved," with its insulting patron-
age of the poor who are the help-
less victims of an equally soulless 
society.

Do not think for one moment 
that I under-rate the importance of 
a change of heart, but there is no 
real change of heart unless the 
eyes of the spiritually blind are 
opened, and we see life in its naked 
truth. And one of the things we 
have to see is that it is not enough 
to look after Lazarus on the door-
step, but to learn why he is there. 
It is not enough to feed the hungry, 
but to learn why they are hungry. 
It is not enough to give of one's 
surplus, but to learn why one has a 
surplus whilst another goes with-
out. And it is not enough to sen-
timentalise about loving one's ene-
mies, whilst at the same time we 
submit to a policy of preparing to 
blow out his brains.

(Continued on page 7.)

T H E    C O N F L IC T    O F    C H R IS T    W IT H  
C IV IL ISA T IO N

"Think not that I came to send peace on the
earth: I came not to send peace, but a sword!"—

Matt, x., 34.

A Sermon by REV. W. BOTTOMLEY, Delivered   at   the 
Unitarian   Church, East Melbourne, Sunday   Evening, September

4, 1938.
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S i r ,  — O n  A u g u s t 3 0  t h e  V i c -
t o r i a n  G o v e r n m e n t a p p o in te d  a  
" S t a t e  E c o n o m i c  C o m m i t t e e , "  
a n d  i n  a n  e a r l i e r  s t a te m e n t  t h e  
P r e m ie r  e x p la i n e d  t h a t  t h e  a p -
p o in t m e n t o f  t h e  C o m m it t e e  w a s  
c o n s id e re d  t o  b e  n e ce s sa r y , " b e -
c a u s e  o f  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  t e n -
d e n c y  o f  t ra d e  a n d  o th e r  w o r l d  
m o v e m e n t s  t o  a f f e c t  t h e  i n t e r -
n a l  e c o n o m y  o f  V i c t o r i a . "  H e  
w e n t  o n  t o  s a y  t h a t  " i t  w a s  c o n -
s i d e r e d  a d v i s a b l e  t h a t  t h e s e  
c h a n g e s  a n d  d e v e lo p m e n t s  sh o u ld  
b e  su r v e ye d  b y  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  
a u t h o r i t y ,  w h o s e  o p i n i o n s  a n d  
a d v i c e  w o u l d  b e  r e a d i l y  a v a i l -
a b le  t o  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t .  . . . It  
w o u ld  b e  w i th i n  th e  s c o p e  o f  t h e  
C o m m i t t e e 's  p o w e r s  t o  r e c o m -
m e n d ,  i n  t h e  e v e n t  o f  i n d i c a -
t i o n s  p o i n t i n g  s t r o n g l y  t o  a  
t r a d e  r e c e ss i o n , t h a t  t h e  G o v e r n -
m e n t ' s  p r o g r a m m e  o f  p u b l i c  
w o r k s  s h o u l d  b e  a c c e le r a te d ,  a n d  
t o  w h a t e x te n t  i t  s h o u ld  b e  a c-
ce le ra te d  t o  o f fse t ,  a s  fa r  a s  p o s -
s i b l e ,  t h e  d e f l a t i o n a r y  e f f e c t  o f  
s u c h  a  r e ce s s io n . "  In  m a k in g  t h e  
a n n o u n c e m e n t o f  t h e  a ct u a l  a p -
p o in t m e n t,  t h e  G o v e rn m e n t  e x -
p l a i n e d  t h a t  " i n  t h e s e  t i m e s  o f  
ra p id  e c o n o m i c  ch a n g e s i t  w a s  
n e c e s s a r y  f o r  a n  e x p e r t  c o m -
m i t t e e  t o  i n v e s t i g a te  a l l  r e l e v a n t  
p h a s e s  o f  f i n a n c e  h e r e  a n d  o v e r -
s e a s ,  a n d ,  w h e n  n e c e s s a r y ,  t o  
s u g g e s t a p p r o p r i a te  G o v e r n m e n t  
a c t i o n ;  a l s o  t o  re c o m m e n d ,  
s h o u ld  t h e  n e e d  a r i s e , t h e  i n -
a u g u r a t i o n  o f  a  l o n g - r a n g e  p o l i c y  
b y  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t . "

Alleged "Reasons"
B e f o r e  a n y t h i n g  i s  s a i d  a b o u t  

t h e  m e n  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  a p -
p o i n t e d  t o  t h e  C o m m i t t e e ,  i t  
w i l l  b e  w i s e  t o  h a v e  a  b r i e f  l o o k  
a t  t h e  s ta te m e n t i s s u e d  b y  t h e  
G o v e r n m e n t .  In  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e ,  
th e  a p p o in t m e n t  h a s b e e n  m a d e  
b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  t e n -
d e n c y  o f  t r a d e  a n d  o th e r  w o r l d  
m o v e m e n ts  t o  a f fe c t  t h e  i n te r n a l  
e c o n o m y o f V i cto r ia .  T h e  im m e -
d i a t e  q u e s t i o n  t h a t  a r i s e s  f r o m  
t h i s  i s :  W i l l  t h e  a p p o i n t m e n t  
o f  t h e  C o m m i t te e  c h e ck  th e  te n -
d e n c y  r e f e r r e d  t o ?  T h e  a d v e r s e  
e f fe c t  o f  t h i s  " t e n d e n c y "  i s  t o  b e  
se e n  o n l y  i n  t h e  re a l m  o f  f i n a n ce ,  
a n d  i t  i s  n o t  w i t h i n  t h e  p o w e r  
o f  e i t h e r  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  o r  t h e  
G o v e r n m e n t  t o  a l t e r  t h a t  e f f e ct .  
O u r  e x p o r t e r s  w i l l  s t i l l  c o n t i n u e  
t o  s u f fe r .

T h e  n e x t  p o i n t  i s  t h a t  t h e  
c h a n g e s  s h o u l d  b e  s u r v e y e d  b y  
a n  i n d e p e n d e n t a u t h o r i t y .  In  t h i s  
r e s p e ct ,  p e r h a p s  w e  h a d  b e t t e r  
re s e r v e  c o m m e n t a b o u t t h e  C o m -
m i t t e e 's  i n d e p e n d e n c e  u n t i l  w e  
h a v e  h e a r d  a  l i t t l e  m o r e  a b o u t  
t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  i t s  m e m b e r s .  B u t  
w h a t  i s  t h e  u s e  o f  h a v i n g  t h e  
c h a n g e s  s u r v e y e d  b y  a n y  o n e  
u n l e s s  w e  a r e  i n  t h e  p o s i t i o n  t o  
d e a l  w i t h  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  w h e n  i t  
has b e e n su rve ye d ?

A n o t h e r  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  a p p o in t -
m e n t  i s  t o  h a v e  t h e  o p in i o n s  a n d  
a d v i c e  o f  t h e  T h r e e  G r e a t M e n  
" re a d i l y  a v a i l a b le  t o  t h e  G o v e r n -
m e n t . "  I t  i s  a  f a c t ,  a s  w e  s h a l l  
s e e ,  t h a t  t h e i r  o p i n i o n s  a n d  a d -
v i c e  a r e  a l re a d y  a v a i l a b le  t o  t h e  
G o v e r n m e n t  a n d  h a v e  b e e n  s o  
a v a i l a b le  w i t h o u t i n t e r r u p t i o n  f o r  
m a n y  y e a r s  p a s t .  I n d e e d ,  w e r e  
i t  n o t  f o r  t h e  o p in i o n s  a n d  a d v i ce  
t h e y  h a v e  a l r e a d y  g i v e n ,  t h e y  
w o u l d  n o t  h a v e  b e e n  a p p o i n t e d  
t o  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  a t  a l l .  T h e i r  
i d e a s  a r e  O . K .  w i t h  t h e  b a n k e r s .

T h e  f i n a l  re a s o n  i s  s o  t h a t  t h e y  
m a y  r e c o m m e n d  a n  a c c e le r a t i o n  
o f  t h e  p u b l i c  w o r k s  p r o g r a m m e  
t o  o f f s e t  t h e  d e f l a t i o n a r y  e f f e c t  
o f  t h e  t r a d e  r e c e s s i o n .  A s  a  
t r a d e  r e c e s s i o n  i s  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  
b a n k  p o l i c y ,  a n d  a s  a n y  
a c c e le r a t i o n  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  w o r k s  
p r o g r a m m e  d e p e n d s  o n  t h e  
m o n e y  a v a i l a b l e ,  a n d  a s  t h i s  i n  
t u r n  i s  a l s o  d e p e n d e n t  o n  b a n k  
p o l i c y ,  i t  i s  c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h e  
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  o f  t h i s  
“ i n d e p e n d e n t ”  a u t h o r i t y  w i l l  
h a v e  t o  b e  i n  h a r m o n y  w i t h  b a n k  

p o l i c y  o r  b e i g n o r e d .  T h a t  t h e i r  
p r o p o s a l s  w i l l  s u i t  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  
o l i g a r c h y  i s  a  m a t te r  o f  c e r t a i n t y ,  
b e c a u s e  c a r e  h a s  b e e n  t a k e n  t o  
s e l e c t  o n l y  s a fe  m e n .  T h i s  w i l l  b e  
se e n  f r o m  w h a t  fo l l o w s .

Part of Their History
T h e  t h re e  m e n  s e le cte d  a re  

P r o fe s s o r  C o p la n d ,  M r .  A .  T .  
S m ith e r s,  a n d  M r .  R .  V .  S .  M c -
P h e r s o n ;  a n d  w e  a r e  t o l d  t h a t  
a l l  th re e  o f  t h e m  "h a v e  h a d  w id e  
e x p e r i e n ce  i n  e c o n o m i c  m a tte r s. "  
In  s u p p o r t  o f  t h i s  a s s e r t i o n , t h e  
M e lb o u rn e  A r g u s g a v e  t h e  f o l -
l o w i n g  p a r t i c u l a r s :

" P r o f e s s o r C o p l a n d  h a s  b e e n  
D e a n  o f  t h e  F a c u l t y  o f  C o m -
m e r c e , U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M e lb o u r n e ,  
s i n ce  1 9 2 4 .  H e  w a s  l e ctu r e r  i n  
H i s t o r y  a n d  E c o n o m i c s , U n i v e r -
s i t y  o f  T a s m a n ia ,  1 9 1 7 ; D i r e c t o r  
o f T u t o r i a l  C la ss e s , 1 9 1 9 ; P r o fe s -
s o r  o f E c o n o m i c s ,  1 9 2 0 .  P r o f e s -
s o r  C o p la n d  h a s  a cte d  a s  e c o n o -
m i c  a d v i se r  t o  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t s  
o f  A u s t r a l i a  a n d  N e w  Z e a l a n d ,  
a n d  i s  t h e  a u t h o r  o f  a  n u m b e r  
o f  w o r k s  o n  e c o n o m i c  s u b je c t s . "  
( T h e  " A r g u s "  p u r p o s e l y  o m i t t e d  
r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  p a r t  h e  p l a y e d  
i n  t h e  P r e m i e r s '  P l a n  f r a u d . )

" M r . A .  T .  S m i th e r s  j o i n e d  t h e  
S ta te  T r e a s u r y  i n  1 9 1 1 ,  a n d  w a s  
a p p o i n t e d  a s s i s t a n t  a c c o u n t a n t  
t o  t h e  T r e a s u r y  i n  1 9 3 1 .  I n  
1 9 3 6  h e  b e c a m e  a c t i n g  d i r e c t o r  
o f  f i n a n c e ,  a n d ,  o n  t h e  r e t i r e m e n t  
o f  M r .  H .  A .  P i t t  l a s t  y e a r ,  h e  
w a s  a p p o i n t e d  d i r e c t o r .  M r .  
S m i t h e r s  h a s  a t t e n d e d  e v e r y  
m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  L o a n  C o u n c i l  
s i n c e  1 9 2 7  a s  o n e  o f  t h e  V i c -
t o r i a n  G o v e r n m e n t  a d v i s e r s . "  
( N o  m e n t i o n  w a s  m a d e  o f  t h e  
p a r t  h e  p l a y e d  i n  t h e  P r e m i e r s ' 
P l a n  f r a u d  e i t h e r . )

" M r .  R .  V .  S .  M c P h e r s o n  b e -
g a n  h i s  b u s i n e s s  c a r e e r  i n  t h e  
C o l o n i a l  B a n k  o f  A u s t r a l a s i a  
L t d . ,  a n d  s h o r t l y  a f t e r w a r d s  sa w  
a c t i v e  s e r v i c e  i n  S o u t h  A f r i c a  
w i t h  t h e  V i c t o r i a n  M o u n t e d  
R i f l e s .  O n  h i s  r e t u r n  t o  A u s -
t r a l i a  h e  s e r v e d  t h e  b a n k  i n  
m a n y  o f  i t s  c o u n t r y  b r a n c h e s .  
H e  j o i n e d  t h e  A . I . F .  w h e n  t h e  
G r e a t  W a r  b r o k e  o u t ,  s e r v i n g  i n  
t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  F i e l d  A r t i l l e r y .  
H e  w a s  w o u n d e d  i n  F r a n c e . H e  
re j o i n e d  t h e  C o lo n ia l  B a n k , a n d  
u p o n  i t s a m a lg a m a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  
N a t i o n a l  B a n k  o f  A u s t r a l a s i a  
L t d .  h e  w a s  a p p o i n t e d  s u b -
m a n a ge r  o f th e h e a d  o f f i ce , w h i c h  
p o s i t i o n  h e  h e l d  u n t i l  h e  t o o k  
o v e r  th e  m a n a g e m e n t o f t h e  N e w  
Z e a l a n d  L o a n  a n d  M e r c a n t i l e  
A g e n c y  C o .  L t d . ,  M e l b o u r n e . "  
( H e r e  a g a i n  n o  r e fe r e n c e  w a s  
m a d e  to  t h e  c o n n e c t i o n  b e t w e e n  
t h e  N a t i o n a l  B a n k  a n d  t h e  c o m -
p a n y  t o  w h i c h  M r .  M c P h e r s o n  
h a d  b e e n  t r a n s fe r r e d  a s  m a n a g e r .)

Sticking   to   Failures
A f t e r  re a d i n g  t h a t  b r i e f  b i o -

g r a p h y  o f  t h e s e  T h r e e  G r e a t  
M e n ,  t h e  f i r s t  q u e s t i o n  t h a t  
n a t u r a l l y  c o m e s  t o  o u r  m in d s  i s  
t h i s : W h y  h a s  t h e  V i c t o r i a n  
G o v e r n m e n t  a g a i n  s o u g h t  t h e  
a d v i c e  o f  m e n  w h o s e  a d v i c e  i n  
th e  p a s t  h a s  a l w a y s  p r o v e d  d i sa s -
tr o u s ?  W i th  a l l  t h e i r  " w id e  e x -
p e r i e n c e  i n  e c o n o m i c  m a t t e r s "  
th e y  h a v e  l e d  u s  i n to  i n cr e a s in g  
s e r v i t u d e  a n d  p o v e r t y  w h e n  
t h e  e a r t h  i s  a  v e r i t a b l e  G a r d e n  
o f  E d e n ,  a n d  a p p a r e n t l y  t h e y  
a r e  n o t  i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  h o n e s t  
e n o u g h  t o  g i v e  a d v i c e  t h a t  w o u ld  
l e s s e n  o u r  s e r v i t u d e  a n d  r e m o v e  
o u r  p o v e r t y .

G od the O n ly 
A ltern ative to  Co p land !

P r o f e s s o r  C o p la n d 's  a d v i c e  t o  
t h e  F e d e r a l  G o v e r n m e n t  h a s  
b e e n  s o  f u t i l e  t h a t  t h e  P r i m e  
M i n i s t e r ,  i n  t h e  n a m e  o f  t h e
C a b i n e t ,  h a s  a c t u a l l y  a s k e d
f o r  s o m e  d e c e n t  a d v i c e .  I t  
r e m i n d s  m e  o f  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  
r e f e r r e d  t o  b y  J e s u s  w h e n  H e  
t o l d  t h e  p a r a b l e  o f  L a z a r u s  
a n d  t h e  r i c h  m a n .  T h e r e  i s  
a l r e a d y  a  m a n  i n  t h e  B r i t i s h  

E m p i r e  w h o  h a s  s h o w n c le a r l y  
w h a t  s h o u l d  b e  d o n e  i n  o r d e r  t o  
m a k e  G o d 's  w o n d e r fu l  b o u n t y  
a v a i l a b l e  t o  a l l  t h e  p e o p l e ,  
a n d  t o  d o  i t  w i t h o u t  s t e a l i n g  
f r o m  a n y o n e ; b u t  P r o f e s s o r  
C o p l a n d ,  a  s e r v a n t  o f  M a m m o n ,  
h a s  s e t  h i m s e l f  t o  r i d i c u le  t h i s  
g e n iu s  a n d  t o  g i v e  c o n t r a r y  
a d v i c e  t o  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t .  A f t e r  
a c c e p t i n g  t h i s  b a d  a d v i c e , t h e  
G o v e r n m e n t n o w  h a s  t h e  m e a n  
e f f r o n t e r y  t o  g o  t o  G o d  a n d  
a s k  f o r  a  w i s e  m a n  t o  b e  s e n t ,  
a s  i f  i t  h a d  n e v e r  h e a r d  o f  t h e  
m a n  D o u g la s . W e  m a y  r e a s o n a b l y  
a n t i c i p a t e  G o d 's  re p l y , a s  f o l l o w s : 
" N o ; y o u  h a v e  D o u g l a s  a n d  t h e  
n e w  e c o n o m i s t s .  H e a r  t h e m .  I f  
y o u  w i l l  n o t  h e a r  t h e m , t h e n  y o u  
w i l l  n o t  h e a r  M e , a n d  w o u l d  n o t  
b e  p e r s u a d e d ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  o n e  
r o s e  f r o m  t h e  d e a d  t o  t e l l  
y o u . "  T h e  o n l y  t h i n g  s t a n d i n g  
b e t w e e n  A u s t r a l i a  a n d  
c o m m u n i t y  h a p p in e ss  i s  f i n a n c e ,  
a n d  y e t  t h i s i s  t h e  v e r y  t h i n g  t h e  
G o v e rn m e n t  r e fu s e s  t o  t o u c h .  
N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  t h i s  g r o s s  
b e t r a y a l  o f  G o d  a n d  H i s  p e o p le , 
M r . L y o n s  a n d  t h e  m e m b e rs  o f  h is  
C a b in e t  h a v e  th e  im p u d e n c e  t o  
m a k e  h y p o c r i t i c a l  a p p e a l s t o  a  
H i g h  A u t h o r i t y  f o r  g u id a n c e .

Independence of a Kind
T o  g e t  s o m e  i d e a  o f  t h e  k i n d  

o f  in d e p e n d e n c e  w e  m ig h t  e x p e c t  
f r o m  t h e  T h r e e  G r e a t  M e n  
se le c te d  b y  t h e  V i c to r i a n  G o v e r n -
m e n t  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  r e v i e w  
t h e  p a r t  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  p l a y i n g  
i n  t h e  l a s t  t e n  ye a r s  o r  s o , p a r -
t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  F A C T S :

1 . T h a t  t h e  t r o u b l e s  o f  t h e  
w o r l d  i n  g e n e r a l ,  a n d  o f  
A u s t r a l i a  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  a r e  
d u e  a b s o l u te l y  t o  a  s h o r ta g e  
o f  m o n e y ;

2. T h a t    t h e    s h o r ta g e    i n    t h e
m o n e y   s u p p l y    w a s    
d e l ib e ra t e l y  b r o u g h t  a b o u t  
b y  t h e a c t i o n s    o f  t h e    
in t e r n a t i o n a l fin a n cie rs ;

3. T h a t  t h e  s u p p l y  a n d  p o w e r
o f    m o n e y    in     A u s tra lia    is
c o n t r o l l e d  b y  a  f e w  m e n  o n
th e     d i re cto ra te s    o f    b a n k s
a n d  t h e i r  a l l i e d  i n s t i t u t i o n s ;
a n d

4. T h a t  t h e  r e m e d y ,  s o  f a r  a s
A u st ra li a    is    c o n ce r n e d , l ie s
d e fi n i te l y   w i t h in    t h e    p o w e r
o f  t h e  F e d e r a l  P a r l i a m e n t .

L e t  u s  c o n s i d e r  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  
o f  P r o f e s s o r  C o p l a n d  f i r s t .

Professor Copland's 
Activities

T h i s  m a n ,  a f t e r  s e r v i n g  t h e  
b a n k e r s  s o  w e l l  i n  1 9 3 1  a n d  
a f t e r w a r d s ,  w a s  r e c e n t l y  g r a n te d  
l i fe  t e n u r e  o f  t h e  S y d n e y  M y e r  
C h a i r  o f  C o m m e r ce  a t  th e  M e l-
b o u r n e  U n i v e r s i t y ;  h e  a t t e n d e d  
th e  W o r l d  E c o n o m i c  C o n fe r e n c e  
fia sc o  in  L o n d o n i n  1 9 3 3 ; h e  w a s  
c h a i r m a n  o f t h e  C o m m i t t e e  t h a t  
i n i t i a t e d  t h e  P r e m i e r s ' P l a n ;  h e  
h a s  b e e n  a d v i s e r  t o  o n e  o f  t h e  
l e a d i n g  p r i v a te  b a n k s ;  h e  m o v e s  
i n  c l o s e  a s s o c ia t i o n  w i t h  m e m -
b e r s  o f  t h e  t h r e e  m o n o p o l i e s  
w h i ch  o w n  th e  w h o le  o f t h e  n in e  
p r i v a t e  t r a d i n g  b a n k s ;  h e  a c -
c e p t e d  a  m u c h  l o w e r  r e d u c t i o n  
i n  h i s  o w n  p a y  t h a n  h e  d e c la r e d  
w a s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  o t h e r s ;  a n d
a m o n g  m a n y  o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  i n  
th e  c o u r s e  o f h i s  w o r l d  t o u r  h e  
c o n f e r r e d  p e r s o n a l l y  w i t h  t h e  
G o v e r n o r  a n d  E c o n o m is t s  o f  t h e  
B a n k  f o r  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S e t t l e -
m e n ts  a t  B a s le ,  w h i c h  s e e k s  t o  
c o n t r o l  t h e  w o r l d  t h r o u g h  f i n -
a n ce .  A r e  w e  t o  a s su m e  th a t  h e  
m e r e l y  d i d  t h a t  f o r  f u n ,  o r  w a s
h e  t h e r e  t o  r e c e i v e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
a t  t h e  s e a t  o f  t h e  In te r n a t i o n a l  
W o r l d  G o v e r n m e n t ?

I s  i t  a n y  w o n d e r  t h a t  t h e  a p -
p e a l  o f  h i s  M a je s t y  K in g "  G e o r g e  
V .  fe l l  o n  d e a f  e a r s  a t  t h e  W o r l d  
E c o n o m i c  C o n fe r e n c e ? A t  t h e  
o p e n i n g  o f  t h a t  C o n f e r e n c e ,  o n  
J u n e  1 2 ,  1 9 3 3 ,  h e  s a id : " I  a p p e a l  
t o  y o u  t o  c o - o p e r a te  f o r  t h e  s a k e  
o f th e u l ti m a te g o o d  o f t h e  w h o le  
w o r l d .  It  c a n n o t  b e  b e y o n d  t h e  
p o w e r  o f  m e n  s o  t o  u s e  t h e  v a s t
r e s o u r c e s  o f  t h e  w o r l d  a s  t o  
a s s u r e  t h e  m a t e r i a l  p r o g r e s s  o f  
c i v i l i s a t i o n .  N o  d i m i n u t i o n  o f  
t h e s e  r e s o u r c e s  h a s  t a k e n  p l a c e ,  
w h i l e ,  o n  t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  
d i s c o v e r y ,  i n v e n t i o n  a n d  
o r g a n i s a t i o n  h a v e  m u l t i p l i e d  
t h e s e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  t o  s u c h  a n  
e x t e n t  t h a t  a b u n d a n c e  o f  p r o -

duction has itself created new 
problems." It was a question of 
using our resources, and the 
agency for this is MONEY. 
That, however, must not be 
touched!

Debts a Virtue
T h i s  s a m e  p r o f e s s o r  h a s  t o l d  

u s  t h a t  a  c o u n t r y  c a n  o n l y  g r o w  
r i c h e r  a s  i t s  d e b t s  g r o w  g r e a te r ;  
t h a t  c a p i t a l i s m  m u s t  fe e d  o n  i t s  
o w n  f a t  o r  p e r i s h ;  a n d  t h a t  a  
c o n t i n u a l  e x p a n s i o n  o f  i n v e s t -
m e n t  i s  e s s e n t i a l  i f  i n d u s t r y  i s  
n o t  t o  c o l l a p s e .  W h y ,  y o u  m a y  
a s k , s h o u ld  a n  a p p a r e n t l y  w e l l -
e d u c a te d  m a n  ta l k  s u c h  r u b b i sh ?  
P e r h a p s  t h e  a n s w e r  i s  t o  b e  
f o u n d  i n  t h e  a t t a c k  m a d e  u p o n  
m e  s o m e  t i m e  a g o  b y  a  g e n t l e -
m a n  w h o  u se d  th e  n o m -d e -p lu m e  
" B a n k e r , "  a n d  w h o  o b j e c t e d  
s t r o n g l y  t o  m y  s a y in g  t h a t  h i s  
" re c o g n i se d  a u th o r i t i e s "  a re  t h e  
b a n k e r s  t h e m s e l v e s .  H e  w r o t e :  
" I  r e f e r  y o u r  r e a d e r s  a n d  M r .  
B r o w n  t o  a u t h o r i t i e s  w h o  a r e  
n o t  b a n k e r s ,  a n d ,  t o  i n s ta n c e  o n e  
o r  tw o  o f o u r  m e n , I w o u ld  m e n -
t i o n  P r o fe s s o r  C o p la n d  a n d  D r .  
W o o d . "  A t  t h e  m o m e n t  w e  a r e  
n o t  i n t e r e s te d  i n  D r .  W o o d ,  a n d  
c a n  l e a v e  h i m  o u t .  T h e  p o i n t  i s  
t h a t  P r o fe s s o r  C o p l a n d  w a s  re -
g a r d e d  b y  t h e  b a n k i n g  a u t h o r i -
t i e s  a s  o n e  o f  " t h e i r "  m e n ,  a n d  
in  v ie w  o f  w h a t h e  h a d  d o n e  a n d  
w h a t  h e  h a d  r e c e i v e d  f o r  d o i n g  
i t  t h e  b a n k e r s  h a d  e v e r y  r e a s o n  
f o r  c l a i m i n g  h i m  a s  " t h e i r s . "

Professor Copland's 
Employers

I f  y o u  w i l l  l o o k  a t  t h e  U n i -
v e r s i t y  C a l e n d a r  f o r  1 9 2 5  y o u  
w i l l  se e  s o m e  o f  t h e  j u s t i f i ca t i o n  
f o r  t h i s  a t t i t u d e .  T h e  g r e a t  p r o -
f e s s o r  i s  i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  t h e  
F a c u l t y  o f  C o m m e r c e ,  w h i c h  
c o n s i s t s o f  t h e  D e a n  a n d  t h i r t e e n  
m e m b e r s .  T h e  D e a n  i s  t h e  P r o -
fe s so r  h i m se l f,  a n d  t h e  t h i r te e n  
m e m b e rs  a re  a p p o in te d  a n n u a l l y ,  
a s  f o l l o w s :

T w o  b y  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  C o u n -
c i l ;

T h r e e  b y  t h e  F a c u l t y ;  
O n e  e a c h  b y  t h e  C h a m b e r  o f  
C o m m e r c e ,  t h e  C h a m b e r  o f  
M a n u fa ctu re s , t h e    C h a m b e r  o f    
A g r i cu l t u re , th e     A ss o ci a t e d
B a n k s ,  t h e  S t o c k  E x c h a n g e ,  
t h e  In s u r a n c e  I n s t i t u te , t h e    
J o in t    C o u n c i l    o f A c c o u n t i n g  
B o d i e s ,  a n d  t h e  T r a d e s  H a l l  
C o u n c i l .  

N o th in g    c o u ld    b e    c le a r e r    t h a n  
t h a t  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  F a c u l t y  
o f  C o m m e r c e  i s  t o  m a i n t a i n  a n d  
s p r e a d  th e  h o c u s    p o c u s    o f   t h e  
e x i stin g     e c o n o m ic    s ys te m , fo r
e v e r y  m e m b e r  o f  i t  i s  a  b a n k e r s '  
m o u th p ie c e .     Q u i t e  a  n u m b e r  o f  
t h o s e  w h o  w e r e  t h e  a p p o i n te d  r e -
p r e s e n ta t i v e s      o f      t h e      se v e r a l  
b o d i e s  m e n t i o n e d  w i l l  b e  i m m e -
d i a te l y  r e c o g n i s e d .     O f  t h e  t w o
a p p o in te d      b y     th e     U n i ve r si t y  
C o u n c i l  o n e  w a s  S i r  R o b e r t  G i b -
s o n , w h o     a fte r w a rd s     b e c a m e  
C h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  C o m m o n w e a l t h  
B a n k  B o a r d , a s  t h e  r e p r e s e n ta t i v e     
o f   t h e    M e ta l    M o n o p o l y , w h i c h  
c o n t r o l s  t h r e e  o f  t h e  p r i va te      
tra d in g      b a n k s .      In      h is  
ca p a ci t y    a s    C h a ir m a n     o f    th e  
C o m m o n w e a lt h  B a n k  B o a r d , h e  
w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  m e n  m o s t  r e s p o n -
s i b l e  f o r  t h e  s u f fe r i n g s  i m p o se d
u p o n  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  A u s t r a l i a  i n
th e   ye a rs   fo llo w in g    1 9 2 9.     T h e  
th r e e    a p p o in te d  b y  t h e  F a cu l t y
in c l u d e d     M r .    E .     C .     D y a s o n
w h o se     n a m e    w a s   a ctu a l l y    p u t  
f o r w a r d  f o r  a  s e a t  o n  t h e  
M o n e t a r y   a n d    B a n k in g    
C o m m is sio n .

The other eight included R. B. 
Lemmon, E. V. Nixon, and M. B. 
Duffy. Everyone of these men
has shown himself opposed to
any change in the financial sys-
tem, and all have been stalwarts
for what is so euphoniously 
called "the maintenance of sound 
monetary conditions." Mr. Nixon 
was a member of the Monetary 
and Banking Commission, and
Mr. Duffy was, subsequently 
elevated to the Board of the 
Commonwealth Bank, where he 
helped Sir Robert Gibson to 
betray the people of Australia 
to the private controllers of 
finance. Sir Lennon Raws, 
subsequently became the 
successor to one of the two 
Council members appointed 
annually, and it was fitting that 
he should also be a member of 
the Metal Monopoly controlling 
three of the private banks. Can 
there be the slightest doubt from 
all this that when Professor 
Copland speaks he speaks for 
his employers, the bankers ?

The Part He Has Played
H e  h a s  ta k e n  m o re  th a n  h is  

re a s o n a b le  s h a re ,  n o t  o n l y  i n  
m a in ta i n i n g  a n  i n a d e q u a te  a n d  
o b s o l e s c e n t  m o n e t a r y  s y s t e m ,  
b u t  a l s o , th r o u g h  t h e  i n fa m o u s  
P r e m i e r s ' P l a n ,  i n  i m p o s i n g  
h a r d s h i p  a n d  p o v e r t y  o n  t h o u s -
a n d s  o f  p e o p l e  m e r e l y  t o  f i t  i n  
w i t h  fi n a n c ia l  c o n d i t i o n s d e l i b -
e r a te l y  e n g i n e e r e d  t o  b r i n g  a b o u t  
d e f l a t i o n .  W h o  c o u l d  b e  a  b e t -
t e r  " e x p e r t "  f o r  t h e  b a n k e r s ?  
A n d  w h o  w o u l d  b e  m o r e  su i t a b le  
t o  s e n d  a b r o a d  t o  v i s i t  t h e  h e a d -
q u a r te r s  o f  t h e  In t e r n a t i o n a l  
F i n a n c i e r s ,  a n d  t o  h a v e  t h e  
" p r i v i le g e "  o f  p e rs o n a l  c o n v e r sa -
t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  f i n a n c ia l  m a g n a te s  
o f  o t h e r  l a n d s ?  H e  h a s  n e v e r  
l a c k e d  p u b l i c i t y .  H e  w r i t e s  
s p e cia l  a r t i c l e s  f o r  t h e  M e l b o u r n e  
" H e r a l d "  a n d  i t s  a s s o c i a t e  
p a p e r s , a n d  a l l  t h e  m o n o p o l i st i c  
n e w s p a p e r s  h a v e  q u o t e d  h i m  a s  
a n  a u t h o r i t y .  T h e y  h a v e  e v e n  
a d o p t e d  t h e  s t u f f  h e  w r i t e s  a s  
t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e i r  e d i t o r i a l s .  
U n t i l  n o w  th e s e  n e w s p a p e r s  h a v e  
s u c c e e d e d  i n  c l o u d i n g  t h e  i s s u e  
b y  k e e p in g  a  la r g e  se c t i o n  o f  t h e  
p e o p l e  u n d e r  t h e  c o m b i n e d  
h yp n ot i s m  o f  u n in te l l i g i b l e  t e ch -
n i c a l  p h r a s e s  a n d  i n s p i r e d  f e a r  
o f  c h a n g e .

The Other Two
R e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  o t h e r  t w o  

m e m b e rs  o f  t h i s E c o n o m i c  C o m -
m i t t e e ,  M e ss r s . S m i th e rs  a n d  
M c P h e r s o n ,  m u s t  b e  d e f e r r e d  
u n t i l  n e x t  w e e k ,  b u t ,  i n  t h e  
m e a n t i m e ,  i t  i s  a s  w e l l  t o  r e -
m e m b e r  t h a t  n o t h i n g  t h e  G r e a t  
P r o f e s s o r  m a y  d o  a s  a  m e m b e r  
o f  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  w i l l  a l t e r  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  t h e  m a t t e r  i s  o n e  w h i c h  
i s  c o n t r o l l e d  b y  t h e  d i r e c t o r s  o f  
t h e  b a n k i n g  s y s t e m ,  a n d  t h a t  
t h e y  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  c o n t r o l  i t  
u n t i l  s u c h  t i m e  a s  a  m a j o r i t y  o f  
t h e  p e o p l e  d e m a n d  t h a t  t h e i r  
F e d e r a l  G o v e r n m e n t sh a l l  t a k e  
c o n tr o l  o f  t h e  r e s o u r c e s  o f  t h i s  
w o n d e r f u l  c o u n t r y  i n  t h e  i n t e r -
e s t s  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  w h o  d w e l l  i n  
i t .  T o  b r i n g  t h a t  a b o u t  i s  t h e  
r e a s o n  fo r  t h e  e x i s te n c e  o f t h e  
U .E . A . ,  a n d  e v e r y  p e r s o n  i n  t h e  
c o m m u n i t y  w h o  d e s i re s  f r e e d o m  
fr o m  th e e x i st in g c o n d iti on s o f 
i n s e c u r i t y  a n d  a p p r e h e n s i o n  
sh o u ld  im m e d ia te l y ge t  in  t ou c h  
w i t h  t h a t  o r g a n i s a t i o n  a n d  i n -
q u i r e  h o w  h e  o r  s h e  m a y  h e lp .  —
Y o u r s  fa i t h fu l l y ,

B R U C E  H .  B R O W N .

A JOKE OR AN OUTRAGE?

Three Great Men as an Economic 
Committee

A Letter to the Editor from BRUCE H. BROWN.



If we were living in an order of 
society where the people had no 
political power, I would say that 
the only method open to those who 
were pledged to the Kingdom of 
God would be one of passive re-
sistance. But we are living in a 
country where the people have won 
political power, though as yet we 
have not learned to use it suffi-
ciently for just and noble purposes. 
And to make our political activi-
ties effective towards establishing 
the Kingdom of God in our midst, 
we should study hard the Sermon 
on the Mount and the rest of 
Christ's practical teachings with a 
view to getting them represented 
in Parliament and on all our public 
bodies.

But this we will never do so long 
as we support a party system by 
which men become the hired 
mouthpieces of so-called "leaders" 
who are tied hand and foot to the 
money-power. For any man or 
woman to be an effective repre-
sentative of the people's good-will 
it  is necessary that they should 
be as independent as Christ and 
ready to go either into one lobby 
or another, or stay out altogether, 
according to whether the measures 
submitted are in accordance with 
the principles of the Kingdom of 
God or the Kingdom of Mammon. 
It  ought to be quite clear that if 
the moneyed interests send a man 
into Parliament (and they do suc-
ceed in doing so, even in parlia-
mentary democracies), then that 
man is their servant, and they see 
to it that he toes the line.

Is it any wonder, considering 
the manifold evils existing in the 
world at the present time, that 
there is a conflict between Christ 
and civi l isat ion? And the fact  
that the Churches are not in con-
flict with present-day civilisation is 
an indication that they are not do-
ing the work which He did, or pro-
pagating His teaching. We hear 
talk of revivals, and of movements 
for deepening the spiritual life, but 
no talk of attempting to put into 
practice, politically and socially, the

way of Christ. As Dr. Herron 
lecturing before the Christian Citi-
zenship League in Chicago, said as 
far back as the year 1897, "we can 
have no such revival as that for 
which we wait, until we have in 
mind a clear distinction between the 
Christian life and the life that is 
conventionally religious. There can 
be no more reckless or mischievous 
misuse of language than the 
indiscriminate way in which the 
term Christian is used. To accept 
the existing Christian religion may 
be very remote from accepting 
Christ and the order of things for 
which He stood. A man may be 
devout, generous, good, and just, 
according to the best current 
standards of the Church, and yet 
be in no sense a follower of 
Christ. The Christian li fe is not 
in our creeds as a, theory, much 
less in our practice as a Christian 
society . . .. The Church does not 
even profess faith in Christ in the 
sense of taking Him at His word, 
and believing His life livable and 
workable in the world. I know of 
no Church that requires or expects, 
or that pretends to require or ex-
pect, that its members shall really 
do the things which Christ com-
manded."

Those words, I submit, are 
equally true to-day. We need, 
above all things else to-day, men 
and women who will commit their 
lives to the task of changing the so-
cial and political order into one in 
harmony with the truth which Jesus 
taught, and whether they call them-
selves Christians or not does not 
matter one iota, if only they do the 
will of the Father.

Depend upon it those who stand 
for the social order of the Kingdom 
of God are bound to meet the ex-
isting order of things in clearly de-
fined lines of conflict. It cannot be 
otherwise. Those who accept the 
present order, those who see no 
challenge to their moral and spirit-
ual life in the monstrous inequali-
ties and injustice of present-day 
conditions cannot be spiritually alive

History is universal experience 
—infinitely longer, wider, and more 
varied than any individual's ex-
perience. How often do we hear 
people claim a knowledge of the 
world and of life because they are 
sixty, or seventy, years old. There 
is no excuse for any literate person 
if he is less than 3000 years old  
in mind.

It has been my good fortune to 
see some bits of history in the 
making, at close quarters, and yet 
in the position of detachment en-
joyed by the onlooker. This ex-
perience has taught me that it is 
o ften a game of  chance. It  has 
also given me some light into the 
processes of manufacturing artifi-
cia l history. Nothing can deceive 
like a document.

Here lies the value of the war of 
1914-1918 as a training ground 
for historians. Governments have 
opened their archives, statesmen 
and generals their hearts, in t ime 
to check their records by personal 
examination of other witnesses. 
After twenty years' experience of 
such work pure documentary his-
tory seems to me akin to mytho-
logy. For those who still put their 
faith in it, here is a short story: 
When the British front was broken 
in March, 1918, and French rein-
forcements came to help in filling 
the gap, an eminent French general

to the promise of the Kingdom; but 
those who are alive, whose eyes 
have been opened, and who are 
filled with a great love for God and 
man, will enter into the conflict with 
the song of victory upon their lips.

So on we march to battle. 
With souls that shall not rest 
Unt il the world  God gave us 
Is by the world possessed; 
And   f illed with perfect manhood 
In beauty it shall move, 
One heart, one home, one nation,  
Whose king and lord is Love.

arrived at a certain army corps 
headquarters and there majestic-
ally dictated orders giving the line 
on which his troops would stand 
that night and start their counter-
a t tack in the mor ning. Af ter  
reading it with some perplexity, 
the British corps commander ex-
claimed: "But that line is behind 
the German front: you lost it yes-
terday."  To wh ich he rece ived  
the reply, made with a knowing 
smile: "C'est pour l'histoire."

* * *
I have often wondered how the 

war went on at all, when I have 
found how much of their t ime 
some of the commanders spent in 
preparing its history. If the great 
men of the past, where the evidence 
is more difficult to check, were as 
historically consc ious as this, it  
may well be asked what value can 
be credited to our documentary 
researches. But a sound rule of 
historical evidence is that while 
assertions should be treated with 
crit ica l doubt  admiss ions are 
likely to be reliable. By applying 
this test we can go a long way to-
wards a clear verdict on history—
and on history in the making.

The longer  I watch current  
events the more I have come to  
see how much trouble arises from 
the habit, on all sides, of suppress-
ing or distorting what we know 
quite  well is  the truth  out  of 
loyalty to a cause or institution—
at bottom, this loyalty being usu-
ally a care for our own interests. 
The history of 1914-1918 is full of 
examples. Passchendaele, perhaps, 
provides the most striking. It is 
clear from what Haig said before-
hand that his motive was a desire 
to, and be lief that he could, win 
the war single-handed in 1917 by a 
Brit ish offensive in Flanders be-
fore the Americans arrived. By 
the t ime that he was ready to 
launch it all the condit ions had 
changed, and the chief French com-
manders expressed grave doubts. 
He had been warned by his engi-
neer staff that the Ypres area was 
bound to revert to swamp if the 
drainage system were destroyed 
under the heavy bombardment ne-
cessary before an offensive, and by 
his meteorological experts that ac-
cording to careful records "in 
Flanders the weather broke early 
each August with the regularity of 
the Ind ia n monsoon." In h is  
eagerness to persuade a reluctant 
Cabinet to let him fulfil his dream, 
he disclosed none of these facts. 
Instead he gave a statement of the 
exhaustion of the German reserves 
which went beyond even the opti-
mistic figures furnished, to meet his 
desire, by his Intelligence Staff. 
When the Cabinet  sa id that  it 
would be difficult to replace heavy 
casualties, he assured them that he 
had "no intention of entering into 
a tremendous offensive involving 
heavy losses." When the Cabinet 
questioned the wisdom of attack-
ing without French a id, he de-
clared that the French would take 
an adequate part in the offensive—
though he had privately told his 
Army Commanders that he did not 
expect much from the French.

Launched on the last  day of  
July, the offensive failed completely 
where it was most vita l. Haig 
reported that  the results were 
"most satisfactory." The weather 
broke that very day, and the offen-
sive became bogged. Disturbed 
by the mounting toll of casualties, 
the Prime Minister crossed to 
Flanders. Haig told him that the 
poor phys ique of the prisoners 
then being taken proved that the 
enemy was exhausted by his attack. 
When the Prime Minister wanted 
to test this, one of Haig's staff 
telephoned to give instruction that 
"all able-bodied prisoners were re-
moved from the corps cages" before 
his arr ival. The chain of decep-
tion continued, until 400,000 men
had been sacrificed. In later years 
Haig was wont to argue that “the 
possibility of the French Army 
breaking up compelled me to go 
on attacking.” But in his letters at 
the t ime he declared that its morale
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wa s "e xc e l le nt . "  A nd  next 
spring when his own army, thus 
brought to the verge of exhaustion 
failed to withstand the German 
offensive he blamed the Government.

Haig was an honourable man, 
according to his lights—but his 
lights were dim. The consequences 
which have made "Passchendaele" 
a name of ill-omen may be traced 
to the combined effect of his ten-
dency to deceive himself; his ten-
dency, therefore, to encourage his 
subordinates to deceive him; and 
their "loyal" tendency to tell a 
superior what was likely to coin-
cide with his desires.

* * *
We learn from history that…. 

Nothing has aided the persistence 
of falsehood and the evils resulting 
from it more than the unwillingness 
of good people to admit the truth

(Continued on next page)

H I S T O R Y  T E A C H E S  U S
By  L ID D E L L  H A R T .  
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C. KENNEDY, Grocer.  Haw. 229. 
Opp. Cemetery Clock, Parkhill Rd.
DRY CLEANING, Depot & Library 
A. I. Fraser, 182 High St. H. 3783.
E. WHITE.   109 High St. 
Confectionery and Smokes.
FLORIST,  "Mayfair,” Haw .  1452 
Cotham Rd., near Glenferrie Rd
GIBSON'S, High St., opp. Rialto. 
Hosiery, Underwear and Aprons.
GIFTS, & Al l Jewellery Repairs. Old 
Gold Bought. Greaves, opp. Rialto.

KEW.
IMPERIAL  DAIRY.     R.  H.   Kent. 
9  Brougham  Street.    Haw.  3243. 
LADIES' Hairdresser. Haw. 5605. 
"Burnie Salon," 81 Cotham Rd. 
M. J. MARTIN, 157 High St. Haw. 
3794.   Shoe Store, Shoe Repairs. 
MOTOR GARAGE.    Kew Junction 
Service  Station,  Cr.  High & Den-
mark Streets.     Haw. 6457. 
RADIO EXPERT.   J. G. Littlewood, 
267  High  St.     Also  Elec. Applncs.

KEW EAST.
WATCH, CLOCK & JEWELLERY 
REPAIRS. 1. Pink, 16 Oswin St. 
WICKERS & Pram Repairs. L. Pav-
itt, 2 Hale St. Pick up and deliver.

MORELAND.
BOOT REPAIRS. J. T. Nolan, 
Holmes St., 4 drs. Moreland Rd.

NORTH COTE. 
GRAY   A   JOHNSON   Pty.   Ltd. 
Leading Land and Estate Agents. 
742 High Street, Thornbury.

PARKDALE. 
RADIO REPAIRS AND SALES.
C, Barnett, 19 Herbert St.   XW2031.

SANDRINGHAM. 
A. RYAN, opp. Stn., Shoe Repairs. 
Tennis Racquets Restrung from 7/6.
BIGGS & LOMAS. Tailors.   First-
class  Workmanship.    Suit Club. 
CONFECTIONERY and SMOKES.
Gibson's, Bay Rd., opp. Theatre.
GROCERS,  McKAY  &   WHITE.
Bay Rd., opp. Theatre.   XW   1924.
HAIRDRESSER  and  Tobacconist. 
A. E. Giddings, 18 Station St. 
HOME MADE CAKES. F . 
TAYLOR, 21 Bay Rd. XW2048. 
LIBRARY, 5000 BOOKS. 
COUTIE'S NEWSAGENCY.

ST.  KILDA. 
HARVEY'S COFFEE GARDEN.
Sweets.   Smokes.   227 Barkly Street

SPRINGVALE 
DAIRY, M. Bowler. Buckingham 
Ave. 
R. MACKAY & SONS. General 
Storekeepers.   UM 9269.

WILLIAMSTOWN.
DON B. FISKEN, Baker. 122 
Douglas Parade.
DUNSTAN, DAIRYMAN . 28 
Station Rd. 'Phone, W'town 124. 
HAIRDRESSER  and  Tobacconist. 
C. Tomkins, 165 Nelson Pl., 76 Fer-
guson St.

WINDSOR.
E. COOKE, 49 Chapel St. W. 8044. 
High Class Butcher (Cash).
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when it was d isturbing to their 
comfortable assurance. Always 
the tendency continues—to be 
shocked by natural comment  and 
to hold certain th ings too 
"sacred" to think about. I can 
conceive no finer ideal of a man's 
l ife than to face life  with clear  
eyes instead of stumbling through 
it like a blind man, an imbecile, or 
a drunkard—which, in a thinking 
sense, is the common preference.

If there is one clear lesson from
history it is not that "the end 
justif ies the means," but that "bad
means deform the end." A main
hindrance to real progress is the
ever-popular myth of the "great
man"—a clay idol, whose pedestal
has been built by the human 
desire to look up to someone, but
whose form has been carved by
men who have not yet  outgrown
the desire to be regarded, or to
picture themselves, as great men.

              * * *

The only hopeful system of 
government is rule by men who 
are t ruly c ured of the lust o f 
powe r .  We ha ve  yet  to  t ry  it .  
The most dangerous folly is failure 
to realise our own capacity for 
folly. That failure is a common 
affliction of authority.

The crit ics of authority have 
always been rebuked in self-right-
eous tones—if no worse fate has 
befallen them—yet have constantly 
been justified by history. For the 
tendency of all Governments is to 
infringe the standards of decency 
and truth . . . Hence the duty of 
the good cit izen is to he a watch-
dog upon Government lest it im-
pair the fundamental objects which 
it exists to serve.

We learn from h istory that de-

m o c ra c y  h a s c o m m o n ly  p u t  a  p re -
m iu m  o n  c o n v e nt io na l it y . T h e re b y ,  
th is  sy s te m  o f  g o v e r n m e n t te nd s  to  
re s u lt  in  th e  tr iu m p h  o f  m e d io c r it y ,  
a n d  t o  e x c lu d e  f i r s t - r a te  a b i l i t y  i f  
th is  is  c o m b ine d  w ith  h o n e s ty . B u t  
d i c t a t o r s h i p  a l m o s t  i n v a r ia b l y  
m e a n s  t h e  t r iu m p h  o f  s tu p id it y , a nd  
o f  tw o  e v i ls  th e  f o r m e r  is  t h e  le a st . 
W h a t  is  o f  v a lu e  in  E n g la n d , a n d  
w o r t h  d e f e n d i n g ,  i s  i t s  t r a d i t i o n  
o f  f r e e d o m — t h e  g u a ra n te e  o f  i t s  
v i ta l it y . S o  m a n y  ta lk  " p a tr io t is m "  
w ith o u t  th in k i n g  w h a t th e ir  e n d  is .  
O u r  c iv i l is a t io n ,  l ik e  th e  G r e e k , h a s , 
f o r  a l l  i t s  b lu n d e r i n g ,  t a u g h t  t h e  
v a lu e  o f  f re e d o m  o f  c r it ic i s m  o f  
a u th o r i t y  a n d  o f  h a r m o n is i n g  t h i s  
w i t h  o r d e r .  A n y o n e  w h o  u r g e s  
a  d if f e r e n t s y s te m ,  f o r  e f f ic ie n c y 's  
s a k e , is  b e t r a y in g  t h e  v i t a l  t r a d i -
t io n.

T h e  m o s t  i n e f f ic ie n t  d e m o c r a c y  
i s  b e t t e r  t h a n  a n y  t y r a n n y — a n d  
le ss  in e f f ic ie n t in  th e  lo n g  ru n , b e -
c a u s e  le s s  s o u l -d e s t r o y in g .  I  h a v e  
h a d  o p p o r t u n it y  to  a p p re c ia te  th is  
le sso n  o f  h is to r y  in  o b s e r v ing  th e  
e n f o r c e d  o r  s e lf -d e c id e d  d e p a r tu r e  
o f  t h e  a b le s t  a s s is ta n t s  o f  s o m e  o f  
o u r  m o d e r n  d i c t a t o r s ,  a n d  t h e  
g r a d u a l d e t e r io r a t i o n  i n  t h e  m o r a l  
a n d  m e n t a l q u a l i t y  o f  t h o s e  w h o  
h a v e  r e m a i n e d .  I t  i s  c h a r g e d  
a g a in s t  d e m o c r a c y ,  w ith  so m e  ju s -
t ic e ,  t h a t  i n  a  la r g e  S t a t e  i t  b r e e d s  
a  m u l t i t u d e  o f  s m a l l  t y r a n t s .  B u t  
I  h a v e  n o t  o b s e r v e d  th a t  t h is  te n -
d e n c y  is  a n y  l e s s  w h e r e  P a r l ia m e n t  
i s  s u p e r s e d e d  b y  t h e  r u le  o f  o n e  
b ig  m a n .  T h e  d ic t a t o r ,  i n d e e d , is  
e v e n  m o r e  u n d e r  t h e  c o m p u ls io n  
to  sa t is f y  h is  su p p o r te r s  b y  f in d in g  
t h e m  j o b s .  A n d  a s  t h e  o p p o r -
tu n it y  fo r  v e n t ila t i ng  c o m p la in ts  is  
d im in i sh e d , it  is  e v e n  m o r e  d if f ic u lt  
to  c h e c k  th e  a b u se  o f  a u t h o r it y  b y  
s m a l l  t y r a n t s .  M o r e o v e r ,  a  d i c -
ta to r  w h o  e m b o d ie s  th e  a u th o r i t a -
r ia n  p r inc ip le  m u s t  u p h o ld  th e  a u -
th o r i t y  o f  h i s  s e r v a n t s .

T h e   m o re    I   re f le c t   o n  th e    
e x pe r ie nc e  o f h isto ry , th e    m o r e    I
c o m e  t o  se e the  fa lse ne ss  o f so lu t io ns  
a c h ie v e d  b y  fo rc e , a n d  to  su s p e c t  
e v e n  t h o s e  in s t a n c e s  w h e r e  f o r c e  
h a s  h a d  t h e  a p p e a r a nc e  o f  re so lv in g  
d if f ic u lt ie s.

VICTORIA
ERIC BUTLER. - - Eric ad-

dressed the first meeting on the 
Electoral Campaign at Seymour 
on Thursday, September 1. A 
good attendance listened with 
keen interest to an address deal-
ing with the new depression and 
the power of the Electoral Cam-
paign as a mechanism by which 
the present economic trend 
could be reversed. Judging from 
the enthusiasm and the ques-
tions the audience was very im-
pressed with the idea, and, as 
one of the audience said in mov-
ing a vote of thanks, "It  is 
sound common sense." It is 
possible that this meeting will 
be followed up with another in 
about a month.

As we go to press, Eric is 
leaving for a trip to Deniliquin 
where he intends to hold a 
meeting next week. Owing to 
the present price of wheat, he 
is desirous of finding the reac-
tion of the wheatgrowers to the 
campaign. A report of results 
will be published when it comes 
to hand.

SPEAKERS   CLASS.   -      All
those supporters who are desir-
ous of making themselves fami-
liar with every aspect of the 
Campaign are asked to be pre-
sent at the U.E.A. rooms next 
Wednesday night, September 
14. Owing to the increased de-
mand for speakers it is essential 
that this class be made an im-
portant feature. It will also 
provide an opportunity for the 
supporters to meet and discuss 
progress.

HAWTHORN. A   Group
meeting was held at the home 
of Mrs. Allsop on Tuesday 
evening, several newcomers to 
the Group being present. Mr. 
Sandford addressed the meeting, 
and reports that good progress 
is being made. The next meet-
ing will take place next Tues-
day evening, September 13. All 
local supporters are asked to be 
present. The address is 26 
Grove-road, Hawthorn.

KEW.—The Kew Group will 
meet as usual every Wednesday 
evening at the home of Mrs. 
Webbe, 5 Eglinton-street. All 
local supporters invited.

MURRUMBEENA. Mr.
Sandford addressed a small 
gathering at this centre on 
Wednesday evening, August 31. 
A small, enthusiastic group has 
been formed as a result of the 
meeting. All supporters desir-
ous of helping are asked to get 
in touch with the secretary at 
37 Hobart-road.

CANTERBURY. - - All sup-
porters at this centre are asked 
to note that the first big meet-
ing at this centre will take place 
on Tuesday, September 20. The 
speakers will be Dr. John Dale 
and Eric Butler. The hall for 
the meeting has not yet been 
decided upon, but will be 
announced next week. All those 
supporters who can help in any 
way are asked to get in touch 
with headquarters immediately.

YOUTH   SECTION.  - -  The
youth sect ion conducted the 
third meeting of their series in 
Balaclava electorate on Tuesday 
night, September 6, at Middle 
Brighton. A good audience at-
tended and was very impressed 
with the speeches. The next 
meeting has not yet been ar-
ranged, but the date and place

will    be    published    when    they 
have been decided.

DEBATE.—The Youth Sec-
tion will debate a team from 
the Y.M.C.A, on the 19th of 
October. Subject: "Is the Party 
System of Government Demo-
cratic?"

BENDIGO.—The first gene-
ral meeting of the Bendigo 
Group took place on Wednes-
day evening last, September 7, 
at the home of Mr. J. S. 
Lazarous, 445 Hargreaves-
street. A report of same was, of 
course, not yet to hand as the New 
Times went to press.

SOUTH AUSTRALIA

TOWN HALL MEETING.—
A meeting of citizens, convened 
by "A Society Working for a 
Christian Social Order," in co-
operation with "The United 
Democrats" and other organisa-
tions, was held in the Adelaide 
Town Hall on Thursday, Sep-
tember 1, at 8 p.m. The Leader 
of the Opposition, Mr. R. S. 
Richards, surrounded by other 
members of Parliament, presided 
over an enthusiastic gathering of 
1100 electors, who had come to-
gether to listen to three eloquent 
and earnest speakers on the sub-
ject of "The Dole and Unem-
ployment." Rev. Norman Craw-
ford very fittingly introduced the 
chairman. Rev. C. D. Brock 
spoke for half an hour on the 
subject of "Plenty," and showed 
clearly that scarcity of the 
necessi t ies of l i fe is a thing 
of the past. Then followed a 
harrowing tale of "Poverty" by 
Rev. A. C. L. Sanders. No man 
is better fitted to speak on this 
matter than Mr. Sanders, who 
has been in charge of Methodist 
Mission Churches for the past 
six years at Glanville, and now 
at Brompton.

The next speaker was Mr. 
Bruce Brown, newly arrived in 
Adelaide from Melbourne, where 
he is so well known on account 
of his co-operation with Dr. Dale 
in an effort to awaken the people 
to the needless horrors of pov-
erty. In his inimitable way, Mr. 
Brown delivered an impressive 
address on "Realities," and 
showed "money" the only means 
available for distributing the 
"plenty" is the cause of "pov-
erty," through an insufficient 
amount being created by those 
who enter financial figures in 
books.

The gathering was unanimous 
in passing a resolution demand-
ing that "The Government shall 
abolish the dole, find work for 
our people at award rates, or, al-
ternatively, pay the basic wage 
to all unemployed people."

A petition requesting Parlia-
ment to permit a deputation to

present the resolution to the bar 
of Parliament was signed by 
over 600 people. If Parliament 
grants the petitioners' request, 
and the deputation reach the bar 
of the House, it will be the first 
time in the history of South Aus-
tralia.

PORT   ADELAIDE. — The
meeting in Port Adelaide pro-
testing against National Insur-
ance was a great success and has 
set the ball rolling.

ANGASTON. - - Mr. Bruce 
Brown and others are going to 
Angaston on September 14 to 
address a meeting in the Town 
Hall on the question of National 
Insurance.

GAWLER. -- A meeting is 
being arranged here for the pur-
pose of protesting against 
N a t i o n a l Insurance. Speakers 
from Adelaide will attend.

LOWER RATES.—The lower 
rates campaign is moving along 
in various localities. A great deal 
of enthusiasm is being aroused.

WOMEN'S   DIVISION.—On
Wednesday, September 21, Mr. 
Bruce Brown will address the 
Ladies' Luncheon, his subject 
being "As Certain as the Sun-
rise." Don't miss this impressive 
speaker, and bring your friends.

U R G E N T !
It is essential that those sup-

porters who are purchasing New 
Times shares on terms should 
maintain their monthly payments 
accord ing to  schedule. If YOU 
have neglected to do so, will you 
please rectify the matter as quickly 
as possible?

LETTERS   TO   EDITOR
Several letters to the editor 

have been held over until next 
issue owing to pressure on our 
space.

ELSTERNWICK    CITIZENS
are  invited to join  in a protest 

against

"NATIONAL   INSURANCE."
Meeting to be held on 

Sunday, 18th September, at
3 p.m., in the

U.F.S. Dispensary Hall, Selwyn
Street, Elsternwick.

(Opp.   Station.)
Address by Mr. F. Paice.

Musical  Items.     ::x:    Collection.
R. Tytherleigh, Hon. Sec 

Orchestra: Amateur Instrumen-
talists are asked to apply at 11.

Point Nepean Road.

Printed by  H.  E.   Kuntzen, 143-151   a'Beckett
Street, Melbourne, for   New   Times   Limited,

Elizabeth   House, Melb.

EL EC TO R A L  C A M P A IG N  N O TE SHISTORY TEACHES   US
( C o n t in u e d  f r o m    p r e v io u s  p a g e .)

How You Can Help the "New Times" to 
Increase Its Fighting Strength

A PRACTICAL SUGGESTION FOR EVERY

READER
With the advent of the recent financial appeal,  the  "New 

Times" was given a further lease of life. However, it is essential 
that immediate steps be taken to increase our REVEN UE sufficiently 
to fully liquidate our costs. We have already taken  steps in this 
direction by starting to build up our advertising r evenue and sales. 
The possibility of getting increased advertising pa rtly depends upon 
an enlarged circulation. This is where EVERY reader  can help 
without cost to him- or herself.

WHAT YOU CAN DO
We are frequently asked: "What can I do?" Well,  you  can 

introduce the "New Times" to your friends, to peopl e interested 
in reform and, whenever the opportunity presents it self, to 
strangers.

Ask them to try it for a few weeks. Don't rely on t hem having 
the initiative to order it from a newsagent. Get the m to sign the 
"Order on Newsagent" form printed below. They do no t commit 
themselves to take it for a fixed period— and they do not have to 
pay you any money. Pass on the form to their nearest 
newsagent, w ho will supply at 3d. per week. Further copies of 
the form may b e had, free and post free, from the "New Times." 
Parcels of specimen copies of the "New Times" are also availab le 
(free and post free).

The "New Times" is f ight ing YOUR f ight.  Will you he lp it  
to do so more effectively?

ORDER ON NEWSAGENT.

To.......................................................................................
(Newsagent)

Address ...............................................................................

PLEASE SUPPLY UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE ONE COPY OF "THE 
NEW TIMES.”

Signed………………………………………………………………….

Address………………………………………………………………..

ARTHUR W.   JONES
OPTICIAN. Green's   Building  

(4th   Floor),

62   SWANSTON   STREET, 
MELBOURNE.

( 9 doors from St. Paul’s)
Same Address since 1908.

Consultation Daily.
Phone: Cent 6693.

TO OUR READERS—
You may obtain your copy of "THE NEW TIMES" 

from any authorised newsagent. Should your agent not have 
supplies, please ask him to communicate direct with New 
Times Ltd., Box 1226, G.P.O., Melbourne, C.I. ('phone M 5384).

If you wish to have your copy posted direct from this office, 
please complete the form below and mail it, accompanied by 
remittance payable to New Times Ltd.

S U B SC R IP T I ON     F OR M.
To New Times Ltd.,

Box 1226, G.P.O., Melbourne, C 1………………………….
Please forward me "The New Times" for……………………...
months, beginning with issue dated………………………….., 193…
                   cheque     

I enclose postal note   for the sum of………………………………
                  money order 

Name…………………………………………………….

Full Postal Address………………………………………

…………………………………………………………..

Date…………………………
The subscription rate to “THE NEW TIMES” is 15/- for 12 
months; 7/6 for 6 months; 3/9 for 3 months post free.


