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"Our schools teach the morality 
of feudalism corrupted by com-
mercialism, and hold up the mili-
tary conqueror, the robber baron, 
and the profiteer as models of the 
illustrious and successful." Thus 
wrote Bernard Shaw in "Back to 
Methuselah," referring to the state 
of education in Great Britain.

Shaw has the happy knack of 
producing generalities which strike 
home, from time to time, with as-
tonishing force. The statement  
quoted above was recalled to us 
on Saturday evening by a let ter 
in the Melbourne Herald, printed 
over the name of S. R. Dickin-
son, Haileybury College, Brighton 
Beach. 

Mr. Dickinson is, we fear, the 
principal of Haileybury College, 
and as such, has the duty of train-
ing the minds of a number of the 
future cit izens of this country. If 
his method of training is as ill 
conceived as the letter referred to, 
then the prospect of the world be-
ing saved from itself by the bene-
ficent effects of a liberal educa-
tion, is even more remote than we 
had believed.

Defence the Duty of All?
The letter which Mr. Dickinson 

felt impelled to write has been 
headed "Defence of Our Land. 
Duty  of  All, "  and under  that  
specious heading appears an 
astonish ing example of how not to 
write letters to the papers. It is 
not sequential, it reeks with 
platitude   and prejudice, and, 
presumably, was printed solely 
because it supports   the compulsory 
training against the voluntary system 
advocated by the Minister for 
Defence. In other words, it 
supports the policy of the robber 
barons who print  the paper  in 
which it appeared.

We care lit t le what fanciful no-
tions   may    fill    the   head    of the 
writer   of   this   letter, but   we   feel 
that we should draw attention to it, 
since it emanates from the head 
master of one of our educational 
institutions.    It is difficult enough
to   educate  the  people   in  matters 
social  and economic,  without hav-
ing   the   reactionary   influence   of 
masters   upon   their   pupils   to tend  
with,  as  well  as  the fact that    
modern    education    normally 
leaves severely   alone   any  attempt 
to give  students  even a  rudiment-
ary  knowledge  of the things  they 
must know to f it  them for cit izen-
ship.

Inoffensive 
Generalisations

Professor J. H. Robinson, the 
g ift ed author  o f "The Mind  in  
the Making," pointed out that 
teachers cannot be expected to ex-
p lain to pupils the actual nature 
of business enterprise, as now prac-
tised. In his own words, "Courses 
in government, political economy, 
sociology and ethics confine them-
selves to inoffensive generalisa-
tions, harmless details of organ-
isation, and the commonplaces of 
routine morality, for only in that 
way can they escape being con-
troversial . . .. Teachers are rarely 
able or inclined to explain our 
social life and its presuppositions 
with sufficient insight and honesty 
to produce any very important re-
su lts . Eve n if  they are tempted  
to tell the essential facts, they dare 
not do so for fear of losing their 
places, amid the applause of all 
the righteously minded.”

What the Letter Said
Of course, there is no danger of 

losing their places if they are 
prepared to do what Bernard Shaw 
says, and teach the morality of

 feudalism, corrupted by com-
mercialism, and hold up the mili-
tary conqueror and his commercial 
prototypes as persons to be imi-
tated and approved.

Mr. Dickinson's letter began by 
quoting a remark by Mr. Thorby, 
to the effect that the voluntary 
system is inherent in the Austra-
lian nature, and that it should be 
regarded as a pr ivi lege, as well 
as an obligation, to belong to the 
militia.

Of this remark, Mr.   Dickinson 
says "A statement as th in as this  
can   only   be   regarded as   the 
expression of a section in 
Parliament afraid   of   the   reaction   
of   the   introduction   of   compulsory 
national training would cause to their 
election   prospects."

Leaving    aside    the    deplorable 
grammatical    construction    of    the 
sentence with its misplaced "only" 
as well, the reasoning itself leaves 
much to be desired.     We do not see 
how Mr. Thorby’s remark can be 
regarded as "thin," except, perhaps 
because it does not find favour   in   
Mr.   Dickinson's   jaundiced eyes.    
Furthermore, if there is any 
reasonable   fear   in   Mr.   Thorby's 
mind, or in the minds of the "sec-
tion   in   Parliament” that   
reintroduction of compulsory 
training will not please the 
electors, or a sufficient   body of 
electors, then   Mr. Thorby and those 
who support his view are   one   
hundred percent, justified in their  
adherence to the voluntary 
system.    Surely it is the duty of a 
member of Parliament to carry out 
the will of the majority of the 
electors, who have placed h im in 
Par liament  to represent  their 
interests. If  not , then why go 
through the recurrent farce of 
Federal elections?

Time Honoured Tactics
Mr. Dickinson's next statement 

shows that he does not despise the 
most ancient of dialectic devices. 
He says, "No intelligent man be-
lieves that this just and valuable 
system was suspended for  any 
other than po lit ical reasons . . . 
the appeasement of a certain class 
of elector."

These are t ime-honoured tactics 
in argument, although they should, 
by now , deceive no one.  "A l l  
right thinking people," "No intel-
ligent man," how often have we 
seen letter writers attempt to give, 
by the use of such prefaces, a 
spurious weight to their own pri-
vate opinions? It is true that 
compulsory training, which may, 
or may not, have been "just and 
valuable," was suspended to ap-
pease a certain body of electors. 
These were the electors who dis-
liked militarism, and were in the 
majority at the t ime of its sus-
pension. This happened in 1930, 
when a Labour Gover nment was 
in power. In the eight years that 
have elapsed since that date, there 
have bee n other Gover nme nts,  
which were not Labour Govern-
ments. If there had been any 
widespread desire for the 
reintroduction of compulsory 
training, there has surely been 
p lenty o f time to right what Mr. 
Dickinson appears to regard as a 
polit ical wrong effected against 
the will of the majority of the 
electors of the Commonwealth.

Flitting from Flower to 
Flower

Like a butterfly, flitting joyously 
from flower to flower, our worthy 
educationalist proceeded to say, 
“Realisation that in modern warfare 
whole localities can be obliterated in a 
few hours caused whole populations in 
England recently to participate 
vigorously in measures of defence and 
security.”

This is, we believe, perfectly 
correct, but  does not  seem to us 
to have any real bearing upon the 
question of whether compulsory 
training in Australia was r ight ly 
or wrong ly  suspe nded. It  may 
have some slight bearing upon 
whether it is, or is not, advisable 
to adopt some universal security 
measures in Australia at the pre-
sent t ime; but the training of sol-
d iers in modern warfare is only  
one aspect of defensive measures. 
There are also the provision of 
protective measures of all kinds for 
the civil population, the build ing 
of strategic roads and railways, 
docks, and radio stations, the or-
ganisation of food and other sup-
plies, the uninterrupted mainten-
ance of essential services, the 
evacuation of the civil population 
from certain areas, the provis ion 
of decontamination services in case 
of gas attacks, and many other 
activit ies far removed from the 
squad drill and occasional mus-
ketry training g iven to trainees 
under the system of which Mr. 
Dickinson so deeply regrets the 
suspension.

Mr. Dickinson 
Unmasked?

After a peculiarly worded state-
ment to the effect that 
"responsibility rests on every male 
of the population who is not a child 
or a senile pauper," Mr. Dickinson
comes to the main point in h is
le t t er . H e says, " If  democr acy 
mea ns,  in Aus tr a lia, that the mass
of the youth should shelter behind
the few who are prepared to be 
shot on t h e ir  b e h a lf ,  g iv e  m e  
F a s c is m, which calls all to the 
service of the State."
The italics are ours, for we feel
that this desire on the part of a
moderately prominent 
educationalist in Melbourne 
should be proper ly emphasised. 
We are quite well aware that the 
statement appears in a 
condit iona l sentence, but we are 
still amazed that Mr. Dickinson 
should have the effrontery to voice 
the sentiment at all. It will be 
noted that he does not
use an expression such as "Fas-
cism would be preferable," or other
phrase which would not necessarily
connote sympathy wit h  Fasc is t
ideals but instead, uses the words
"give me Fascism." This suggests
i m m e d i a t e l y  t h a t  h e  i s  
n o t  o n l y not opposed to Fascist 
ideals, but is even prepared to 
champion them to the extent of 
welcoming their installa tion in 
Austra lia in the p lace of  the 
democratic ideals  which are our 
national heritage.

This is, we submit, an attitude, 
which is subversive in nature, and 
wholly undesirable in the case of 
a person to whom is entrusted the 
init ial training of future cit izens 
of the Commonwealth. That any 
head master should hold those 
views pr ivately is bad enough. 
How much worse is it, then, when 
he makes a public avowal; for 
statements of this kind may be ex-
pected to carry some weight with 
the ignorant, who attribute to the 
office of head master of a second-
ary school, a wisdom and an eru-
dit ion which is not necessari ly 
found in the holder for the t ime 
being of such an off ice.

Faulty Reasoning
The reasoning in the sentence 

which we have just quoted is, of 
course, perfectly rid iculous. The 
members of the voluntary milit ia 
become such because military 
training appeals to them. To 
suggest that they volunteer either 
with the desire or the idea of 
being shot on behalf of those who 
do not volunteer is the reasoning 
of an untrained child. If the 
volunteers dwelt for any length of 

t ime upon the possibil ity of a 
painful death from gunshot wounds, 
they would pretty quick ly resign.  
Those are the sort of things which 
happen to the other fellow, and 
never to oneself! To think 
otherwise would mean the 
negation of all enterprise of any 
kind, whether civil or military, in 
which there was the slightest 
element of personal danger.

Further Foolishness
Switching from defence to Na-

tional Insurance . . . Mr. Dick-
inson apparently intended to have 
a f ield day in self -publicity . . . 
our pedagogue made an unfortu-
nate stateme nt . " I n th is  land,  
where the number and burden of 
social service is continually mount-
ing — old-age and invalid pensions, 
unemployment relief, free educa-
tion to a high standard, and now, 
national insurance — is there to be 
no recognition by the recipients of 
what they are getting? Are these 
privileges not worth defending?"

We said "unfortunate" because 
this sentence shows Mr. Dickinson 
to be ignorant of even the rudi-
ments of politics and economics. 
Does he imagine that the people 
do not pay over and over again 
for these pensions, relief, educa-
tion and insurance, which he has 
the impertinence to call privileges? 
Has he any conception of the pro-
portion of the income of these "re-
cipients of privileges" which is 
f ilched from them in the most 
ins idious way by our system of in-
direct taxation? It is a popular  
fallacy among those who pay direct 
taxes, like land and income tax, 
that they, and they alone, are 
carrying the burden of social ser-
vices which the State dare not  
withhold from the aged and the 
needy.  But  the wharf labourer  
who buys a sixpenny packet of
cigarettes pays threepence half-
penny in taxation to the Govern-
ment, just as the secondary school 
head master who buys a similar 
packet. Sales tax, likewise, falls 
equally upon the man of little in-
come as upon him whose income 
is  large . .  . equally,  that  is to  
say, as far as the amount or the 
rate are concerned, but most un-
equally when we consider the ease 
or the diff iculty with which the 
burden of taxation is borne!

Physician, Heal Thyself!
There is more in Mr. Dickin-

son's letter which is deserving of 
stringent comment. There is, for 
instance, the rather pathetic belief 
which he holds, that universal 
training improves the moral and 
physical stamina of the trainees. 
This is, at best, an uninformed and 
pious hope. The broken and 
haphazard nature of the type of 
military training under the 
system as it existed in Australia 
before its suspension was such as 
not to exercise any appreciable 
effect upon the physical stamina of 
the t r a ine e s .  As  t o  t he i r  
mo r a l stamina, it is probable that, 
if anything, this suffered a 
setback.

Upon mature cons iderat ion 
however, we have decided that this 
writer of letters to the papers is 
beyond redempt ion. If he were 
astray on minor points only, we 
might consider it worthwhile trying 
to educate him upon those matters 
of which he shows a lamentable 
ignorance. We tender him instead, 
the following advice: that holding 
the views which he does, and 
occupying the posit ion which he 
holds, he should exercise 
discretion and restraint in the 
statements and opinions which he 
proffers for consideration by the 
general public. One can, with an 
effort, suffer fools gladly, but the 
less vocal they are, the more 
gladly.
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M il i ta r ism  A n d  T h e  O ld  S ch o o l T ie

New Times
SHOPPING 

GUIDE
and Business 

Directory
PATRONISE THESE

ADVERTISERS. 
Their     advertisement     helps your 

paper.   Say you saw it in the "New 
Times."

GENERAL
ELECTRO-PLATING—Nickel, Sil ver 
and Chromium Plating. Highest Grade 
Work Only. W. R. SPEAK-MAN, 69 
Latrobe Street, Melbourne.
INDUSTRIAL ADHESIVES Pty. Ltd., 
155 Yarra St. Cold Glues, Dextrine.
"LEUKOL." By far the most up-to-
date Toothpaste. No Toothache. No 
Extract ions. No Pyorrhea 30,000 
packages sold without advertising. Send 
2/- to W. Winford, 183 Waterdale Rd., 
N.21.

MELBOURNE
ABBOT SFORD.  

HOLLINS, A. R., 405 Victoria St. 
Motor Repairs of all kinds. J 2047.

ALBERT P ARK .
GROCERIES.    C. Paten  (cor. Page & 
Boyd Sts.).    Wood, Coal & Coke. 
Orders called for and delivered.

ASCOT VALE.
A. J. AMESS, 390 Mt. Alexander Rd.
(Next Tram Sheds.)  Motor Garage.
Just   Price   Discount—Repairs   and
Supplies.

AUBURN.
BLACK CAT LIBRARY and Ladies 
Hairdrsr. 639 Burw'd Rd. Haw. 1779

BLACKBURN.
" A" GRADE MOTOR ENGINEERS 
Station Garage, Whitehorse Road. WX   
1400.
HAIRDRESSER  and  Tobacconist. 
Ladies'   and   Gents.'.    Wright,   122 
South Parade.
MOTOR   REPAIRS.   Straton's. Better   
Service.  Lower   Cost.  WX 2748.
PAINTER,  PAPERHANGER, etc. G.  B.  
COLLIER,  8  Wolseley Cres.

BOX HILL.
ALL Electrical and Radio Needs. G. 
G. Foster, W'horse Rd. WX2681. BOOT 
REPAIRS. Work Guaran teed W 
Tolley, 975 W'horse Road. 
BOX HILL FURNISHING CO. 247- 9 
Station St. Cash or Terms. 
CHAS. L. COX, TAILOR. Men's and 
Boys' Wear. 286 Station St. CHEMIST. 
F. Cheshire, For Your Prescriptions. 
270 Station Street. COOL DRINKS, 
Sweets. Smokes. R. Dannock, 1124 
Whitehorse Road. CYCLE SHOP and 
Oxyweldimg. "Alwin" Station St., South 
of Rly. DRAPERY. For Smart Styles and 
a Fair Deal, TAIT'S Corner Stores
DRESSMAKER.   Mrs. Evans. Station   
St.,  opp.  Baptist  Church.
ELECTRICAL   &   RADIO.    Holli-
day.   Opp Stn. Sales, Repairs. WX
2077.
FURNITURE REMOVERS. Gill Bros., 
254 Station St. WX2073
GROCER,  W. M. Anderson, 14 Main 
St.   WX 1233.
HAIRDRESSER  and  Tobacconist. L. 
Larsen, Station St., opp. Gilpins.
ICE & FUEL.   J. Underwood. 440 & 
770 Station Street.     WX 2547.
IRONMONGER & SPORTS STORE
F. P. Park, 10 Main St.  WX1290.
M A R S  L A U N D R Y  c o .  W X  2 6 6 2  Pick up & 
Deliver. Quality G'teed. 
RENNIE'S BLUE TAXIS. WXl946 City 
Prices. Day and Night Service 
TAILOR, J. G. Penson, 227 Station Street. 
Suits Hand Made from 95/-. 
W. A. MOODY. 1014 W'horse Rd. Fruit, 
Vegetables Delivered Daily. 
WATCHMAKER and Jeweller. Barnes. 
32 Main Street Repairs.

BRUNSWICK . 
"FAMOUS     FOR     BEAUTIFUL 
WAVES."    Miss Townsend, 42 Sydney   
Road.   FW   1986. 
G. W. TOWNSEND. Your Hairdresser  
a nd  T obacc o n is t is a t 46  S yd ne y  
R oa d . L ook  f or  the  N e on  S ig n.

C A M B ER W E LL
SP O R T S D E P O T  &  L ea the r  
G oods. E . G oslin , 77 7  B ur k e R d.  
H a w . 4 90 0

CARNEGIE
P.A. Mc WHINNEY, Grocer, 
Confectioner. Opposite State School.



THE NEW TIMES Page Three

Th e  A rg u s o f   N ov em b er 3  
rep o rts  a  l u n c h e o n  a d d r e s s  t o  
t h e  R o tary     Club, by     Mr.     
Ernest B a te ,  c h i e f  e n g i n e e r  o f  t h e  
S t a t e  E lectric ity       C o m m ission , 
th e  ch a i rm an    o f th e   d a y b e in g  
th e  cha irm a n    o f    th e      
C om m ission, M r.  G .  G . J o b b in s.

Eliminating Labour
M r .  B a t e ,  w e  a r e  t o l d ,  

d i s c losed  "h ithe rto  u n revea led  
s t r a t e g i e s "  i n  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
o f th e £ 6,1 8 3,0 00 K iew a V alley  
h yd ro-e le ct ric  s ch em e . H e  s ta t ed  
th a t  " th e K iew a  p ro ject  w ou ld  b e  
p a rsimonious in labour opera t io n s" 
(o u r ita lic s ). "T h is  w as d o n e  f o r  
e c o n o m y ,  a n d  t o  g i v e  th e 
m axim u m  freed om  from  d is-
tu rb a n c e  in  t im es  o f in d u s t r ia l 
u n re s t.  T h e  p la n  w o u ld  b e  o p e -
ra ted  b y re m ot e  c o n tr o l ,  a n d  i t  
w ou ld  b e p oss ib le, b y e lec trica l 
m e th o d s ,  to  c o n tr o l  a n y p a r t ic u la r 
fun ction o f th e p lant. "

N o  d o u b t ,  th e  m em b e rs  o f  th e  
R o ta r y C lu b  w a rm ly  a pp lau d ed  
t h e s e  s t a t e m e n t s .  T h e  f e e l i n g  
o f  s a t i s f a c t i o n  i n d u c e d  b y  a  
h ea r t y  lu n ch e o n  i s  fa v o u ra b l e  t o  
a  fr ien d ly recep tion  o f su ch a n  
an n ou n cem en t.

Applause—With 
Reservations

W e ca n  j o in  in  th e  a p p l a u s e  —
w ith  rese rva t io n s.     T h e  sci en tis ts  
and     eng ineers     w ho    have m ad e     
su ch     m a rv el lou s     th in g s possib le  
are   w orth y o f app lause.

B u t  w e  c a n n o t  a p p l a u d  a  
f i n an cia l   syst em    th a t   tak es    
from  m en  t h e  r i g h t  t o  e a r n  a n  
h o n e s t  l ive lih oo d   w ith ou t 
p rov id ing    an  ad eq ua te    
com p en sa tion.       I t    is  g ood  th a t  
m a ch in es  ca n  d o  th e  w o rk
w h ic h  w a s  fo rm er l y  d on e  b y  
m en .    I t  is  a l t o g e th e r w r o n g
th a t    th e  d isp la ced m en   should be 
thrown on the scrap h ea p  t o  fa ce  th e  
ap p a l lin g  p ro sp ect  o f s t a r v a t i o n  
f o r  t h e m s e l v e s  a n d  th e i r  
fa m i l i es .

W e  h a v e  re a d    o f H e l l  b e in g  
a b o l i s h e d  b y  A c t  o f  P a r l iam e n t .
T h e  p r o c e s s  i s  s i m p l e :  y o u  j u s t  
p a s s  th e    res o lu tio n  s h u t   y ou r  
e yes , an d — th e    n u isan ce    e x is ts  
n o lon ger.

Abolishing the 
Labourers

B ig  B u sin ess  h a s,  a t th e  in -
s t ig a t i o n ,  o r  u n d e r t h e  p r ess u re ,  
o f i t s  " r e m o t e  c o n t r o l "  ( n o t  s o

v e r y  r e m o t e ,  o f  c o u r s e ) ,  r e -
so lv ed  th a t  lab o u r sh a ll b e  ab ol -
i s h e d .  I t  i s  c o s t l y ,  a n d  m i g h t  
b e  " a n  i n c o n v e n i e n c e  i n  t i m e s  
o f  i n d u s t r ia l  u n re s t . "

B u t w h y n ot  d o  th e  jo b  th o -
roughly, and abolish the labourer?

O f c o u rse ,  th e  w h o l e  t en d e n c y  
o f in d u s t r ia l ism  is  in  th a t  d i rec -
t i o n .  T h e  l a b o u r e r  i s  b e i n g  
a b o l ish e d  b y  t h e  s im p l e  p r o c e s s  
o f  s t a r v i n g  h i m  t o  d e a t h — u n -
l e s s  h e  p r e f e r s  a  q u i c k e r  w a y
o u t .  F r e q u e n t l y  h e  d o e s !

Heritage Withheld
T h e  m a r v e l l o u s  m a ch in es  b e -

in g  in s t a l led  in  b ig  in d u s tr ia l  
con ce rn s  rep resen t  th e  p resen t  
"c l im a x , "  i f  o n e  m a y a p p l y  th e  
te rm  to  a  d ev e lo p m en t  p ro b a b l y  
s t i l l  fa r  f r o m  i t s  u l t i m a t e  p e a k ,  
o f  a  lo n g  s e r ies  o f  in v e n t i o n s  
ad ap te d  b y en g in eers  a n d  sc ien -
t i s t s  t o  t h e  s a v i n g  o f  h a r d  l a b -
o u r  M a n y ,  i f  n o t  a l l ,  o f  t h e  
b as ic in ven t ion s  h av e lon g  sin c e  
become the inheritance of the peo-
ple through the lapsing of patent 
rights.

B u t  th e y  h a v e  b e e n co rn e r ed  b y  
t h e  f e w  t o  t h e  i m p o v e r i s h m e n t  o f  
t h e  m a n y .

T h e  p r e p o s t e r o u s  n a t u r e  o f  
th e  f i lch in g  o f th e  ri g h ts  o f th e  
p e o p l e  i s  b r o u g h t  h o m e  w i t h  
m o r e  t h a n  u s u a l  fo r c e  w h e n  a  
S t a t e  i n s t r u m e n t a l i t y  i s  t h e  
a g e n c y  t h a t  b o a s t s  o f  i t s  
s tra teg y in  k eep in g  m en  fro m  a  
m ea n s  o f l i v e l ih o o d .

Th e  sam e  C om m iss ion  h as  a n 
e l e c t ri c a l  c o n t r i v a n c e  a t  Y a l -
lo u rn , w h ereb y a  w h o le  tra in ,  
con tro lled  b y on e m an  w ork in g 
g a d g e t s  o n  a  " d a s h b o a r d , "  r e -
m o v e s  i ts  " p e r m a n e n t "  w a y  in t o  
a  n e w  p o s i t i o n .

Goods Without 
Consumers

In c id en ta lly , on e  w on d e rs  w h y 
th e  p r o d u c t s  o f  s u c h  o rg a n i sa -
tion s  a re m a rk eted  a t  su ch  h ig h  
prices.

D o es  B ig  B u s in e ss  e v e r  p a u se  
to    con s id er   the    log ica l   con clu -
sion   to    its   system    o f   elim inat-
in g    th e   w ork in g m an    from  i ts  
"s o r ry  s ch em e  o f  th in g s"?  W i ll 
th ey s til l  p rod u ce g o od s  w h en  there 
are no consumers left to b u y  t h e m ?

T h e r e  i s  o n e  m o r e  p o i n t  i n  
th e  re p o r t  o f M r  B a te 's  R o ta ry  
a d d r e s s  t h a t  i s  w o r t h  m e n t i o n -

i n g .  I t  i s  t h i s :  — " I t  w o u l d  b e  
u n w i s e  t o  h a v e  a l l  t h e  S t a t e 's  
p ow e r res ou rces  c o nc en tra ted ,  
and, in the event  of the coun-
try being attacked the remote s e r i e s  
o f  s t a t i o n s  a t  K i e w a  w o uld  
o ffe r con sid erab le  ad va n ta g es  i n  
e n a b l in g  t h e  n a t i o n  t o  ca r r y  o n . "

War Without Men?
I n  t h e  e v e n t  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  

b e in g  a t ta ck ed ,  w i l l  t h e  C o m -
m i s s i o n  a n d  o t h e r  b r a n c h e s  o f  
B i g  B u s i n e s s  a d h e r e  t o  t h e  
p o licy o f b e in g  "p a rs im on iou s in  
l a b o u r  o p e r a t i o n s " ?

H o w  w i l l  t h e  c o u n t r y  c a r r y  
o n  w h e n  i t  h a s  d e p r i v e d  i t s e l f  
o f th e m a te ria l w h ich  form erly  
c o n s t i t u t e d  i t s  l a b o u r  p o w e r ?  
O r  a r e  t h e s e  e x p e c t e d  t o  h a n g  
o n  to  li fe  in  o rd e r to  b e  o n  h an d  
w h en  th e  m yth ica l en em y m a-
t e r i a l i s e s ?  I s  i t  e x p e c t e d  t h a t  
t h e y  c a n  r e s i s t  t h e  p a n g s  o f

h u n g e r  a n d  th e  te r r o rs  o f  in se -
c u r i t y  f o r  s u c h  a  r e a s o n ?  I s  i t  
f a i r  t o  d e m a n d  s u c h  a l t r u i s m  
f r o m  th o s e  w h o  h a v e  b e en  d e -
p r i v e d  o f  a l l  h u m a n  r i g h t s  b y  
a  v ic io us  sys tem  of fin an cia l con -
tro l?

Alternatives
B y  a l l  m ea n s  l e t  t h e  m a c h i n e  

d o  t h e  j o b .  B u t  l e t  u s  r e s t o r e  
to  m a n  h is sh a re in  th e  n a t ion a l  
in h e r ita n ce  b y  g iv in g  h im , a s  a  
r i g h t ,  a  n a t i o n a l  d i v i d e n d ,  a n d  
so  ena b lin g  h im  to  em p lo y p ro -
f i t a b l y  t h e  l e i s u r e  e n f o r c e d  b y  
th e  w idesp read  ad op tion  o f m e -
ch a n isa t io n  in  in d u s try .
O t h e r w i s e ,  i t  w i l l  b e  m o r e  
m erc i fu l  to  d iv e r t  s o m e  o f th e  
1 6 5 ,0 0 0  v o l ts  w h i ch  th e  d o u b l e -
c i r cu i t  l i n e  w i l l  t r a n s m i t  f r o m  
t h e  K i e w a  t o  M e l b o u r n e ,  a n d  
u s e  i t  fo r  s en d i n g  in t o  o b l i v i o n  
th e d esp a i r in g  so u ls  w h ic h a re  
d o o m e d  b y a n  a t r o c i o u s  s y s t e m  
t o  m i s e r y  a n d  d e s p a i r .

N A TIO N A L  
IN SU R A N C E

R EP EA L
Fairfield

A n  en th u s i a s t ic  g ro u p  o f  c i t i -
z e n s  h e l d  a  v e r y  s u c c e s s f u l  
s t re e t  m ee t in g  in  S ta t io n -s t re e t ,  
F a i r f i e ld ,  o n  F r id a y  n i g h t  l a s t .  A  
t r es t l e  ta b l e ,  ch a i rs ,  p en s  a n d  in k  
an d  h u rrican e lam ps  w e re 
p r o v i d e d  t o  e n a b l e  c i t i z e n s  t o  
s ig n  th e fo rm -let ter o f in d iv id u a l  
d e m a n d  f o r  t h e  r e p e a l  o f  t h e  
A ct. A  g ood nu m b er o f p eop le 
r e m a i n e d  t o  h e a r  t h e  A c t  e x -
p la in ed  b y M r .  F .  C .  P a ic e  a n d  
o th e r  s p e a k e rs.  A fte rw a rd s  m an y  
s i g n e d  t h e  l e t t e r s  a n d  l e f t  t h e  
c o s t  o f  p o s t a g e ,  e t c . ,  w i t h  t h e  
g r o u p .  O t h e r s  s i g n e d  t h e  l e t -
te rs b e fo re M r.  Pa ice sp ok e, an d  
p assed  on , ev id en tly a lrea dy  sa t-
is fied  th a t th e A c t is  n ot w a n ted .  
S e v e ra l  p e o p l e  l e f t  t h e i r  n a m es  
a n d  a d d r e s s e s ,  a n d  e x p r e s s e d  
th e i r w i ll in g n ess  to  h elp  in  th e  
c a m p a i g n ,  w h i l e  o t h e r s  p u r -
c h a s e d  s m a l l  p a r c e l s  o f  l e t t e r s  
to  d is t r ib u te  a m o n g  fr i en d s  a n d  
w o rk m a t es .  D o n a t i o n s  a m o u n t -
i n g  t o  1 0 / 4  w e r e  a l s o  r e c e i v e d .
T h is  t y p e  o f p ro te s t  m ee t in g  
sh ou ld  com m en d  i tsel f to  o th e rs  
a n x i o u s  t o  b r i n g  a b o u t  t h e  r e -
p ea l  o f th is  A ct . T h e y a re v e ry  
e f fe c t i v e ,  a n d  c o s t  l i t t l e  t o  a r -
r a n g e .  N o  t i m e  s h o u l d  b e  l o s t  
in  d o in g  a ll p oss ib le  in  th is  fig h t 
a g a i n s t  o p p re s s i o n ,  a s ,  c o m -
m en c in g  n ex t  w e e k ,  th e  p ow ers  
th a t  b e  a r e  g o i n g  t o  u s e  a g e n ts ,  
a n d  ra d i o  i n  a n  in te n s iv e  d riv e to  
p e rsu ad e p eo p le to  jo in  a pp ro v ed  

so ciet ies  im m ed ia te l y.  H u r r y i n g  
th e m  u p  t o  i m p l em en t  a n  A c t  th a t  
9 0  p e r c en t ,  o f  t h e m  d o  n o t  w a n t !  
W e  s h o u l d  u rg e  p e o p l e  n o t  t o  b e  
s ta m p e d e d  b y  th is  d riv e,  as  th ey  
a re  n ot  c om p e l led  to  j o in  b e fo re  
Ja n u a ry  2 ,  1939.

T h e Fa i r f ie ld  g ro u p  a n n o u n ces  
t h a t  i t  i s  h o l d i n g  a n o t h e r  o p e n  
a i r  m e e t i n g  i n  S ta t i o n -s t r e e t ,  
F a i r f ie ld ,  to -n ig h t (F rid a y) ,  an d  
i n v i t e s  a l l  i n t e re s t e d  t o  c o m e  
a l o n g  a n d  h e l p .

Ballarat
T h e B a lla ra t g ro u p  o f c it izen s  

w o r k i n g  f o r  r e p e a l  re p o r t s  t h a t  
t h e  m o v e m e n t  i s  g o i n g  a h e a d  
l i k e  a  b u s h  f i r e ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e y  
a re  f in d in g  g r ea t  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  
k ee p in g  u p  w i th  t h e  d em a n d  fo r  
t h e  f o r m  l e t t e r s .  A  l o c a l  p r i n t e r  
h a s  n o w  a g r e e d  t o  s u p p l y  th em  
a t  a  lo ss  to  h im se l f.  P h y s ica l  a n d  
f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  i s  b e in g  o f fe re d  
fr o m  m a n y q u a r te rs .  T h e  e f f e c t  o f  
t h e  p u b l i c  m e e t i n g  i n  t h e  C i t y  
H a l l  o n  O c t o b e r  2 5  is  a l re a d y  
o b s e r v e d ,  a s  a  lo ca l  p a p e r  r ep o r ts  
th a t  a t  a  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  b r a n c h  
o f  t h e  A . N .A .  o n e  o f  t h e  o f f i c e rs  
re p o r t e d  t h a t  s i n c e  t h a t  p u b l i c  
m ee tin g  h e is  h a v in g  in c reas in g  
d iff icu lty  in  en ro ll in g  n ew  m em -
b e r s  f o r  N a t i o n a l  I n s u r a n c e ,  
w h i l e  a n o t h e r  m e m b e r  g a v e  
n o t i c e  o f  h i s  i n t e n t i o n  t o  m o v e  
a t  t h e  n e x t  m e e t i n g ,  " T h a t  n o  
m o r e  m o n e y  b e  s p e n t  o n  N a -
t i o n a l  I n s u ra n c e  b y  t h e  b ra n ch . "

B a lla ra t g ro u p  h as  m ad e a r -
r a n g e m e n t s  f o r  M r .  F .  C .  P a i c e  
t o  a d d re s s  a n o t h e r  l a r g e  m e e t in g  
a t B a lla ra t  o n  S u n d a y,  N o v e m b e r  
2 0 ,  a t  3  p .m . ,  p ro b a b l y  in  a  
p ic tu re th ea tre .

Doctors Favour Repeal
The October i s s u e  of The 

General Practitioner devotes five 
p a g e s  t o  t h e  s u b j e c t .  " T h e  P e o p le  
D e m a n d  t h e  R ep ea l  o f  th e  N . H . I .  
A c t "  a n d  " T h e  B i r t h  a n d  
G r o w t h  o f  a  N e w  M o v e m e n t , "  
b e i n g  t h e  h ea d l i n e s .

I n  t h e  a r t i c l e  d o c t o r s  ( w h o ,  
b y  t h e  w a y ,  a r e  d e f i n i t e l y  
a g a i n s t  t h e  A c t )  a r e  u r g e d  t o  
h elp  th e  m o v e m en t fo r  rep ea l.  
A l r e a d y  a  r e p r i n t  o f t h e  a r t i c l e  
h a s  a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e  M o r d i a l l o c  
C i t y  N e w s o f  N o v e m b e r  4 .  I t  i s  
c e r t a i n  t h a t  m o r e  p a p e r s  w i l l  
f o l l o w  s u i t ,  a n d  t h a t  v e r y  s o o n  
w e  m a y  s e e  d o c t o r s  c o l l e c t i v e l y  
d e c l a r i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  a g a i n s t  
t h i s  i n i q u i t o u s  m e a s u re .

L IQ U ID A T IN G  T H E  W O R K IN G M A N

B y D .   O M IN IE .

B i g  B u s i n e s s ,  s t e p p i n g  t o  t h e  t u n e  c a l l e d  b y  " S a n e  F i n -
a n c e , "  t e n d s  m o r e  a n d  m o re  t o w a r d s  m e ch a n i s a t i o n .  Th e  c o ro l -
la r y  is  t h e  a b o l i t i o n  o f  w o rk ;  p r o g re s s i v e  g r o w t h  of  u n em p l o y -
m e n t  f i g u r e s  i s  i n e v i ta b l e  u n d e r  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .

OPEN LETTER TO A NEW CABINET MINISTER

The Gem of the Week

D iscu ss in g  th e p ro p o sa l  t o  
in t ro d u c e  th e  w ea r in g  b y m e n  
in  o ff ice h ou rs o f "op en -n eck " 
s h i r t s ,  e t c . ,  t h e  " A r g u s "  
( 4 / l l / '3 8 )  r e p o r t s  t h e  m a n-
a g e r  o f  a  c i t y  b a n k  a s  s a yin g  
th a t  p e rs o n a l l y  h e  w o u ld  n o t  
m i n d  i f  m e m b e r s  o f  h i s  s t a f f  
c a m e  t o  w o r k  i n  t h e i r  t en n i s  
"s h o r t s , "  b u t  h e  w o nd ered  w h a t  
cu s to m ers  w o u ld  t h i n k .
" T H E Y  M I G H T  T A K E  
T H E IR  O V E RD R A F T S  
E L S E W H E R E " ,  h e  s a i d !

S u ch  c yn ica l ca n d o u r is  u n-
u s u a l .  B u t  i s  i t  n o t  r a t h e r  
" r u b b i n g  i t  i n " ?

H o n o r a r y  B r ig a d ie r  G .  A .  S t r e e t .  
M i n is t e r  fo r  D e f e n c e ,  
C a nberra.

S i r ,
I f    th e    p u b lic   co u ld    h a ve   g l im p sed    b eh ind    th e  

scenes a t   C a n b e rr a    d u r in g    th e    p a st    few  w ee ks , 
w h a t  a  d i f f e r e n t  i m p r e s s i o n  e v e r y o n e  w o u ld  h a v e  o f 
yo u r  e lev a t io n  to    t h e  M i n is t r y .      W i r e -p u l l in g ,  
p lo tt in g , d isco rd    a n d    d is t ru st    h a ve    h a d    a g rea t  
g a l lo p     in d eed .       L yo n s    i s     d rea d fu lly    sh a k en ;  
M en zi e s  i s  w a t c h i n g  l i k e  a  t i g e r  r e a d y  t o  s p r i n g ,  
M i c a w b e r  P a g e  i s  w a i t in g ,  w h i l e    T h o r b y  is  s o r e  a n d  
r es en t fu l .      W h i te  h a s  d o w n ed  to o l s ,  a n d , o f  co u rs e  
w a r - t i m e  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  H u g h e s  s t i l l  h a s  a m b i tio n s.     
O th ers    a r e   p r ep a r ed    to    fa l l   in    b eh in d  a  f r e sh  
le a d er .     T h e  n a t io n a l  b u s in e s s  o f  A u s t r a lia    h a s    
b een    su sp en d ed    d u r in g    a ll    th is    fu ti le  scra m ble.

C o n s i s te n t  in  t h e  c o n s p i r a c y  o f  g u l l i n g  a n d  
d i s t r a c t i n g  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n ,  w h i l e  t h e  t a x i n g  m a c h i ne  
r o b s  u s  a l l ,  t h e  p r e s s h a s  u s e d  y o u  a s  t h e  s ta r  in  t h e  
r e - fo r m ed  C a b in e t .      Y o u r  l eg a l  t r a in i n g , b u s in e ss ,  
a b i l i ty , m i l i t a ry  r e co r d  a n d  sp o r t in g  p ro p e n s i t ie s  a r e    
q u o ted    t o    sh o w    th e    fo u n d a tio n  u p o n  w h ich th e re  
ex is ts  a  w o n d er fu l  c a p a c i ty  to  a d m in is te r  th e  D e fen c e  
D ep a r tm e n t .     A n o th e r  se c t i o n  o f    th e  p r es s    eu l o g is es 
yo u    a s    a  s u c ces s fu l  g r a z ie r  w h i c h  m a k e s  u s  s u s p e c t  
y o u  a r e  t o  b e  g i v e n  t h e  r e s p o n s ib il i t y  o f  i n t r o d u c in g  
C o m p u ls o r y  M i l i t a r y  T ra in in g .

T h e  i n c o m p e t e n c e  o f  F a r m e r  T h o r b y  a c c e l e r a t e d  
t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  h o i s t i n g  y o u  (o r  s o m e o n e  e l s e )  i n to  
t h e  D e f e n c e  p o r t f o l i o ,  b u t  ju s t  w h y  t h e  p a p e r s  s h o uld  
s e e  i n  y o u r  q u a l i f i c a t io n s  t h e  i n g r e d i e n t s  o f  a  
s u c c es s f u l  M i n i s t e r  f o r  W a r  i s  o b s c u r e .  Y o u  a r e  a  
g o o d  p a r t y  m a n ,  a n d  p r o b a b l y  a  g o o d  f a r m e r ,  a n d  i f

a n y  o t h e r  p o r t f o l i o  h a d  b e e n  v a c a n t  t h e  p r e s s  
w o u ld  h a v e  s t r e s s ed  y o u r  u n i q u e  s u i t a b i l i t y  f o r  i t .  
F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  i f  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  m a g n a t e s ,  w h o  
c o n t r o l  P a r l i a m e n t ,  h a d  s o  d i r e c t e d ,  t h e  d a i l ie s  
c o u l d  h a v e  d i s c l o s e d  th a t  yo u  p o ss e s s e d :—
/ .  L e a d e r s h i p  t o  e q u i p  y o u  t o  b e  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r .
I I . C o m m e r c i a l  A b i l i t y  t o  e q u i p  y o u  t o  b e  M i n i s -

te r  o f  C o m m e r c e .
I I I . L eg a l  Q u a l i f i ca t i o n s t o  e q u ip  yo u  t o  b e  A t -

to rn ey -G en era l .
I V . P a n n i n g  K n o w l e d g e  t o  e q u i p  y o u  t o  b e  

M i n i s t e r  f o r  t h e  I n t e r i o r .
V . E x p e r i e n c e  O u t s i d e  A u s t r a l i a  t o  e q u i p  y o u  
t o  b e  M i n i s t e r  f o r  E x t e r n a l  A f f a i r s .  
VI. B u si n es s C a p a c i t y  to  e q u ip  yo u  t o  b e  M in i s t e r  
fo r  C u st o m s .
V I I . A t h l e t i c  R e c o r d  t o  e q u i p  y o u  t o  b e  M i n i s t e r

f o r  H e a l t h .
V I I I . F i n a n c i a l  S a g a c i t y  t o  e q u i p  y o u  t o  b e  

T r e a su re r.
— a n d  s o  f o r t h .

T h is, o f co u rs e , is  a l l p a r t o f th e  d isc red ited  a nd 
d e g r a d e d  p a r t y  g a m e  c a l c u l a t e d  t o  f r u s t r a t e  t h e  
w i l l  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  a n d  to  k e e p  th e  p e o p l e  i n  s u b -
je c t i o n  to  a  h a n d f u l o f  f in a n c ie r s . T h e  c a m p a ig n  
ex p o s in g  it  a ll  i s  g o i n g  o n  a p a ce , a n d  y o u , a s a n  
A u s t r a l i a n ,  h a v e  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  d o i n g  s o m e -
th i n g  fo r  th e  n a t i o n  in s t e a d  o f  fo r  t h e  a n t i -s o c i a l  
f o r c e s  b e h i n d  t h e  s t a g e .  L e t  u s  h o p e  y o u  w i l l  
n o t  f a l l  a  v i c t im  to  t h e  c h e a p  f l a t t e r y  o f  t h e  p r e ss ,  
a n d  t h a t ,  u n l i k e  M e n z i e s  a n d  s o  m a n y  m o r e ,  y o u  
w i l l  t r y  t o  r e p r e s e n t  T H E  P E O P L E .  R e m e m b e r  
t h a t  y o u r  j o b  i s  t o  s t r i v e  to w a r d s  e n s u r i n g ,  f o r  
a l l ,  m o r e  E C O N O M I C  S E C U R I T Y  W I T H  
P E R S O N A L  L I B E R T Y .

T H E  N E W  T I M E S .
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P A T R O N IS E    T H E S E
A D V E R T IS E R S. 

T h eir     ad ve rt isem en t      helps  
y o u r p a p e r .    S a y  y o u  s a w  it  i n  the  
"N ew    T im es."

MELBOURNE Cont.)
(C o n t in u ed  f r om  p a g e  2 . )

C I T Y
H ea l t h  S e r v ic e  & S t o r e .  F re e  
d ie t e t ic  a d v i c e .  3 0 0  L t .  C o l l i n s  S t  
C 6 0 0 1 .
A  T A IL O R E D  S U IT  a t M od erate 
P r ic e . D res s S u i t s  D O Y L E .  C  6 1 9 2  
W en tw orth  H om e. 2 03 C ollins S t  
A T T E N T IO N !  N a ytu ra  H oste l 
V ege ta rian  G u est  H o u s e . A cco m  
S ta t e &  In t e r  G u est s  H a w  7 4  
B L IN D S of  eve ry  sor t . C a r cu rta in s 
rep ai red  T  P ett it . 2 35 a Q u een  S t 
" C IR C U L E X "  clears u p  a ll C h il-
b la in s . P hon e  R ich a rd  E . B r o tch ie  
J  1873.
C A K E S P A S T R Y , etc .  H o m e M a d e 
C lov el ly , ’ ’  T h e   B lock , E li zab eth  S t .    
C en t .  2 5 5 .
D A V IS , 5 68 B ou rke  S t . R o ya l  M ed a l 
M ilk ers , S ep a rato rs , E n g in es 
D O U G L A S S O C IA L  C R E D IT  
B O O K S H O P .    1 66  L it .  C o l lin s  S t  
G IN G E R  J A R  C A F E , 2 3 8 F l in d e r s 
L a n e  ( 4  d o o rs  f r o m  S w a n st o n  S t .) .  
B est  3 -cou rs e   m ea l    in   c it y .  
JA S .  J E N N IN G S , 2 11    Q u een  S t. , 
and    6    R egen t   A rc.    O p tician , 7 3 
y e a r s  e s t .    T e s t in g  F re e .  
M A ISO N  M E R L IN , N atl . B k . B ld ., 
27 1  C o l .  S t.   L a d ies '   Ha i rd resse rs. 
O P T IC IA N  an d   H earing   A id s. 
M . L . C O L E C H IN , C ham p ion  H ou se 
4 th  F loo r,  5 7 S w an ston  S t .      F  55 6 6  
O P T IC IA N , J .   H .  B u ck h a m , J .P  
N at. B k . C h ., 27 1 C oll in s S t   C . 8 31  
P. A . M O R R IS  &  C O ., O P T IC IA N S. 
2 9 8  L t .  C o l l in s  S t r ee t , a n d  8 0 M a r -
sh a ll  S t r eet , Iva n h o e . 
P R IN T IN G .    E .  E .   G U N N . O f f  600  
L it . B o u rke  S t .   C en t . 60 2 1
Q U IC K  S E R V IC E  T O B A C C O  
K IO SK . E qu itab le  P lace . B u y yo u r  
S m o k es  h e re !
T A IL O R , H igh    C lass; H .   S tack -
p o o le .   L a n g A rc .,  o f f  3 3 3  L O N S .  S t  
W A T C H M A K ER  and   Jew eller M . 
C h apm an , C A P IT O L  H SE , 6 y r s. 
H a rd y B ro s., in  ch a rg e  R ep air D ep t .

D A R L IN G .
E S T A T E  A G E N T ,  J .  W h i te, 1  
I l l ow a  S t .     U Y  6 5 2 1 .

E L S T E R N W I C K .
B R ID G E  &  S O N .    M en 's  &  B o ys '  
W e ar . O p p . S ta t ion . P h on e  L  5 38 3 . 
R A D IO    &    E L E C T'L    S E R V IC E S
M ackin tosh 's, 72   G len h 't ly   R d .   L
4588.

FAIRFIELD.
BUTCHER, 93 Station Street. 
Arthur B. Heath Solicits Your Pat-
ronage.

F O O T S C R A Y .
B O O T    R E P A IR S .    A .   A .   T a ylor .
S ta t io n  R am p , W h i le  U  W ai t  S 'v i ce
M A S S E Y 'S  G A R A G E , W ' tow n  R d
H om e of  M otor  R eco n d it io n in g

G L E N F E R R I E .
O P T IC IA N , W    W . N ich o l ls ,  1 0 0  
G len f e r r i e R d .    D a w .  5 8 4 6 . 
S U IT S  t o  o rd e r  f ro m  7 0 /-.  H . 6 8 1 8  
A . S u th e r la n d ,  1 8 4  G l en f e r r i e  R d

H A M P T O N .
B E A U T Y    SA L O N ,  N o rm a  B el l, 3 3  
H am p ton  S t ., n ext  P .O . X W 21 6(  
B O O K SELLER ,   S.   J.   Endacott,   75 
H a m p t on  S t . ,  f o r a l l  b o o k  n eed s . 
C H E M IS T , R od  B u r ge ss . 15 6a  
H am p t on  S t .   X W  2 4 24 . 
H A IR D R E SS E R , L ad ies a nd  G en ts  
R .  S T E W A R T , 6 8   H a m p to n   S t .
HOME MADE CAKES B EA N 'S , 
14 0 H am p ton  S t. X W 17 87  
T A IL O R . R . W  S im pson , R a ilw a y 
W alk . S u it s  H a nd  M ad e  f ro m  9 5/-.

I V A N H O E .
B O O T  R E P A IR S . J.  F rase r so lic it s  
yo u r  cu sto m . 13 0 U pp er  H 'b e rg  R d

P. A. MORRIS & CO
PTY.    LTD. 

EYESIGHT   SPECIALISTS, PRACTICAL
OPTICIANS.

"YORK   HOUSE” BASEMENT, 
298   LITTLE   COLLINS   STREET.

MELBOURNE.
'Phone:   Central   8400.

And at  80  MARSHALL  ST .,   IVANHOE.
'Phone:   Ivanhoe   88.

U P H O L S T E R E R . B l in d s & B ed -
d in g. D u ke 's , 11 1 H 'b e rg  R d . Ivan  
626.

KEW
ANDERSON’S 141 High St. 
Authorised Newsagent. Haw. 1145
BUTCHER. S. Daw. High Street, 
Opp. Union St. Satisfaction, S’vice.

(Continued on page 7.)
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Cabinets Within 
Cabinets

The latest development at Can-
berra is the announcement  that  
there is to  be an Inner  Cabinet  
a nd  a n O u t e r  C a b i ne t .  Th e  
Inner  Cabinet  wil l  co ns ist  of  
Lyons, Ear le Page, Menzies,  
Hughes, Casey, Thorby, and the 
new Minister for Defence, Mr. 
Street. Th is group will decide 
matters of policy in separate con-
clave, and communicate them to 
the outer group, the members of 
which will be expected to accept 
the decisions and take part of the 
responsibility for them.

This segregation of the sheep 
from the goats in the Cabinet has 
not met with universal approval, 
as the Minister for Customs (and 
f o r  Boo k  C e nso r sh ip ) ,  M r .  
White, has tendered his resigna-
tion, which Mr. Lyons has ac-
cepted with acrimony.

This delegation of the reins of 
authority to the Seven Just Men 
brings this  otherwise p leasant  
realm of ours a step nearer to the 
Fasc ist  d ictatorsh ip which has 
been on the cards for some time. 
The Murdoch Press still continues 
to criticise Mr. Lyons and all his 
works, but  Koala Joe has come 
out  in the l ight  as a strong, if  
fairly silent, man, and seems pre-
pared to resist and to ignore the 
fulminations of the Herald and its 
Special Correspondents and leader 
w r i t e r s .  I n t h i s  h e is  be i ng  
aided and abetted by Mr. Menzies, 
who appears, for the moment, to 
have abandoned his claim to the 
Prime Ministership in name, for 
the posit ion of Prime Minister in 
fact.

The Melbourne Herald reports 
that during the tense scene which 
developed in the House when Mr. 
White resigned, "Mr. Menzies sat  
beside Mr. Lyons at the table and 
had a long and earnest 
conversation with h im." Th is  
suggest s that Mr. Menzies has 
cast himself for the ro le o f the 
wily Iago to  Mr. Lyons '  
Othe llo ; but if  the pair of them 
think that the Australian people 
will consent to be the obedient 
Desdemona and suffer a restrict ion 
in the supply of air as well as of

money, they may be surprised.

There is almost the same satis-
faction in being the power behind 
the throne as in occupying the 
throne itself. If this is the course 
which has commended itself to  
Mr. Menzies that merely shows 
that he is a man of some pers-
picacity as well as of brain. A 
dictator may hold his position by 
strength of purpose and ability 
alone, but the possession of these 
qualit ies is as noth ing to the 
faculty of inspiring loyalty and 
l ik ing amongst one's adherents.  
It is in this way that Lenin, Hit-
ler, and Mussolini won to power, 
and the last two have remained so 
long where they are.

Casting a critical eye upon Mr. 
Menzies as a candidate for the 
position of Dictator of the Com-
monwealth, we are able to admit  
his possession of strength of pur-
pose a nd abil i t y. Whe n, how-
ever, we come to the question of 
his personal popularity, particu-
lar ly with the common herd who 
are expected to make whoopee 
when the Panjandrum passes by, 
we find him to be weighed in the 
balance and found ponderous, but 
wanting.

No doubt he realises this, and 
has therefore entered into the un-
holy alliance with Lyons in order 
to effect his purpose. This is all 
very well from his point of view, 
but  we regard this format ion of 
an Inner Cabinet with the utmost 
disfavour. It is not only highly 
undemocratic, but potentially of 
the greatest danger to the welfare 
of the Aust ralian people. The 
Council of Seven is lit t le more 
than a Council of One, for Lyons 
is  a  c ipher ,  E ar le  Page a nd  
Hughes are definitely back num-
bers, Thorby is, the sort of man 
who will cheerfully announce that 
our ridiculous defences are almost, 
if not quite, perfect, thereby show-
ing a woefu l ir responsib ility ; 
Street is inexperienced in political 
skulduggery, and Casey is only a 
watchdog for the financial ring.

This leaves Robert G. Menzies 
to make the shots for  Lyons to 
f ire. If, he need pay any at tention 
to any of the others in the Inner 
ring, it will be to Casey, as the 
representative of the Money 
Mo no po ly .  That  he  has  l i t t le  to 
fear  from the Monopoly, so long 
as he just plays the Dictator in the 
Hit ler  manner , must be plain to all 
who have any knowledge of  how 
Hit ler attained in the position of 
Chancellor of the German Reich at a 
time when his party was on the 
wane. So long as the monopoly of 
credit is left undisturbed, Casey will 
not object to any moves which 
Menzies may make towards a Fascist 
regime. In fact, under Fascism, that 
particular form of contro l which 
has been designated "pyramidal" ob-
tains in a most convenient form 
for the monopolists. Where control 
of a country is centred in one man or 
a l imited group, it  is necessary to 
control only that one ma n, or  that 
l imited group, in order to gain 
virtual control over the whole 
country.

For once, we are in accord with 
the Murdoch Press in its opposit ion 
to the latest Federal development. 
Why Sir Keith should oppose it we 
do not know, but we feel sure that 
the present Cabinet reshuffle is 
inimical to the best interests of the 
people, and that the sooner it is 
frustrated the better for everybody.

200 Attend Criterion 
Hall, Narrandera

With only a week to organise 
the town for this meeting, Mr. 
Rolls and Eric showed what can 
be done with tenacity and hard 
work. Although Narrandera is 
new ground, and considered 
apathetic, the meeting in the 
Criterion Hall was described by 
leading citizens as being the big-
gest and most representative meet-
ing seen in Narrandera for years. 
Leading businessmen, clergy-
men, doctors and solicitors were 
present in an audience of 200, 
which, in spite of a sultry night, 
listened to an address of over 1½ 
hours, which was described as an 
amazing feat of concentration and 
memory. The present wheat and 
wool position was dealt with, and 
National Insurance was g i v e n  
some very drastic criticism. Those 
present were hugely impressed, 
judging by the great enthusiasm 
displayed. As a result of the 
meeting one local doctor has 
arranged to get 3000 of the 
National Insurance Repeal letters 
printed himself (and distributed). 
Many inquiries were made after 
the meeting for literature and in-
formation. Friday and Saturday 
kept Mr. Rolls and Eric very 
busy meeting leading citizens 
who were    present    at    the    
meeting. Many new readers of the New 
Times were signed up and the general 
opinion was that another meeting early in 
the New Year would attract a record 
attendance. Practically all the 
leading citizens including the 
Mayor have expressed great 
interest in the Campaign, so this 
important town has now been 
opened up successfully. One of the 
local clergymen, who will be a 
valuable acquisition to the 
movement, has expressed his 
intention of putting the Campaign 
before his study class.

Big Open Air Meeting
Arrangements were made for 

Eric to address an open-air meet-
ing on Saturday night, November 
5, as Saturday is late shopping 
night in Narrandera. A big 
audience of farmers and towns-
people listened to another fight-
ing address, which brought 
dozens of inquiries in connection 
with the Campaign. Literature 
and c o p i e s  of the New Times 
were in great demand, so Eric 
and Mr. Rolls were kept to a late 
hour dealing with inquiries. One 
farmer took a supply of specimen 
copies of New Times, with the ex-
pressed intention of starting a 
group out in his area. This is real 
action. Narrandera is well on the 
map and the Campaign has 
aroused the whole district.

Future Activities
Eric informs us in a letter re-

ceived on Monday that he and 
Mr. Rolls have had to rearrange 
their original programme. They 
intend to have two meetings in 
Coolamon this week. This town 
is also new ground, but they are 
very confident that they can 
establish the Campaign as in 
Narrandera. At the end of the 
week they will return to 
Griffith and Leeton, where Eric 
expects to address several big 
meetings before returning to 
Melbourne about November 22. 
It is very likely that Eric will 
give a talk on “Democracy” 
over the local station at Griffith 
on Sunday morning, November 
20. This is a result of the large 
number of inquiries which have 

been made as to when Eric 
would be speaking again.

This address will probably be 
sponsored by the Barellan traders, 
many who missed Eric at Barel-
lan expressing a very keen desire 
to hear his message. The meet-
ings at Griffith and Leeton will 
be on the Repeal of the National 
Insurance Act. Although he in-
tended to have several meetings 
on the way back to Melbourne, 
Eric now finds that this will be

impossible. He is, apparently, 
working about sixteen hours a 
day and seven days a week at pre-
sent, but is showing that results 
can be achieved. We wish him 
all the best. Mr. Rolls is to be 
complimented on the very fine as-
sistance he is giving Eric. Eric 
expresses great admiration for his 
publicity work. Further reports 
will be published as we get them.

November 11 1938.

AUSTRALIAN 
MILLIONAIRES

Speaking in the Senate, Senator 
Lamp, a Tasmanian Labor repre-
sentative, held, regarding the de-
fence of Australia, that "those 
who have wealth and property to 
defend should be compelled to 
contribute an amount over and 
above ordinary taxes." He gave 
the following list of "Australia's 
wealthy citizens, and the wealth 
they own or control": —

Baillieu Family, £68 millions; 
John Grice, £20 millions; James 
Burns, £12 millions; G. J. Cohen, 
£11¾ millions; R. W. Gillespie, 
£14½ millions; Sir Lennon Raws, 
£9¾ millions; Sir Kelso King, 
£11 millions; W. A. Watt, £11 
millions; A. Stewart, £10 mil-
lions; R. C. Mears, £8 millions; 
Howard Smith, £7 millions; H. 
R. Lysaght, £7 millions; Sir 
James Elder, £7½ millions; J. L. 
Downer, £7¾ millions; C. Temple-
ton, £7¾ m i l l i o n s ;  F. J. 
Smith, £8 millions; Sir Hugh 
Denison, £6½ millions; Sir David 
Gordon,  £6¾ mill ions; E. R. 
Knox, £10½ millions; J. Ashton, 
£7¾ millions.

The accuracy of the statement 
was questioned, but Senator 
Lamp contended that the wealth 
was "owned or controlled" by the 
parties mentioned.

PHOTOGRAPHING 

DEBT
Ask a photographer if he can 

take a portrait of debt, and he 
will wonder what you are talking 
about, but, nevertheless, debt is 
being photographed. It is not 
suggested that anyone is likely to 
want to have a likeness of the 
National Debt framed in the 
home, or a portrait of one's overdraft 
to hang over the bed, but it may 
soon be possible to see actual 
photographs of ledger entries, and 
we shall be able to attach a photo, of 
its share of the National Debt on 
every baby's birth certificate—
Certain banks are having each 
day's ledger entries photographed. 
It would be interesting to watch 
the actual changing of a £1 into a 
franc, or its flirtation with a 
dollar! And to see the "dark 
clouds" of a financial crisis on 
the horizon with all the £'s taking 
fright and a whole flock of capital 
winging its way out of the country. 
One day we may see a newsreel 
record of banks making money!

We may be shown harrowing 
scenes of the £ suffering from 
inflation and being deflated, or 
the process of reflation when the 
financial experts do not know 
whether inflation or deflation 
should be applied. There will be 
flickers in the film when the veloc-
ity of circulation reaches a cer-
tain speed, and pictures showing 
money going round backwards as 
the economists think it goes.

Pictures of the money market 
will show piles and piles of £s. 
Some will be easy and cheap. 
Some will be tight and difficult. 
And, tucked away in cellars, will 
be bankers busily rubbing the 
notes with bars of gold to give 
them a gold backing.

—Social   Credit,   London.

ERIC BUTLER STIRS THE RIVERINA

Excellent Results Achieved
Eric Butler continues to set an example which must serve 
as an inspiration to all reformers throughout Australia. In a 
campaign which is pioneering new territory he has, with 
the aid of Mr. Norman Rolls, achieved great results. Two 
magnificent addresses in Narrandera, one of the most 
important towns of the Riverina, have aroused the whole 
district. Wonderful publicity has been given his Criterion 
Hall address, which has been described by one political 
enthusiast as recalling memories of the late Alfred 
Deakin.
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in
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POSSIBLE

POSTPONEMENT 
OF NATIONAL 

INSURANCE
Electors Show Their 

Power
We have it on good author-

ity that there is every possibil-
ity that the putting into effect 
of the National Insurance Act, 
against which Electoral Cam-
paigners and others have 
fought so consistently, will be 
postponed for twelve months. 
During that period it is 
anticipated that Cabinet will 
endeavour to put a new face 
on the old plan.

However, lest those who are 
working for the repeal of the 
Act should feel that the battle 
is over, we must point out the 
fact that now, more than ever, 
with victory in sight, it will be 
necessary to throw their full 
weight into the campaign in 
order to hammer home the now 
established fact that the people 
CAN be the rulers of Australia, 
and that our elected represen-
tatives in Canberra are there to 
do as they are told.

Some of the Federal mem-
bers who took the trouble to 
answer those who sent them 
letters demanding the repeal of 
the Bill, replied to the effect 
that they did not intend to take 
orders from electors. Notable 
among the offenders was Mr. 
Casey, Federal Treasurerand 
member for Corio, who an-
nounced in the House that he 
would not take any notice of
the letters. Mr. Casey's seat is, 
therefore, definitely unsafe as a 
result and he will probably be 
defeated at the next election.
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W h a t, g e n e r a l l y  sp e a k in g ,  d o e s  
c i v i c  p r i d e  c o n n o t e ?  I s  i t  n o t  
p r i d e  i n  t h a t  w h i c h  c h ie f l y  i m -
pre sse s a v isito r— g o od  b u i ld in gs , 
c le a n ,  w id e  s tr e e t s ;  t r e e s ,  g a rd e n s ,  
s t a tu e s ,  a n d  m o n u m e n t s ?  T h e s e  
a r e  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  c a u se  t h e  c i t i -
z e n  t o  s w e l l  h i s  c h e s t ,  a n d  u s e  
su c h  w e l l - w o r n  p h r a s e s  a s  " g a r -
d e n  c i t y , "  " q u e e n  o f  t h e  s o u th , "  
"o u r  fa i r  c i t y, "  a n d , a la s ! i f i t  is  
A d e la i d e ,  " t h e  c i t y  o f  c u l t u re . "  
W h y  a la s ?  B e c a u se  w h e n  F o s te r  
F ra se r ,  h im s e l f n o t  a  m a n  o f  c u l-
t u r e  a n d  h a r d l y  c a p a b le  o f  j u d g -
i n g ,  u se d  t h a t  u n f o r t u n a te  p h ra s e  
i n  r e f e r r i n g  t o  A d e la i d e ,  e v e r y  
c i t iz e n  p i n n e d i t  o n  a s  a n  e te rn a l  
d e c o ra t i o n ,  a n d  h e n c e f o r t h  m a d e  
n o  g r e a t  s t r u g g le  a f t e r  c u l t u r e .  
W h y  s t ri v e  f o r  s o m e th in g  o n e  h a s  
a l r e a d y  a t t a i n e d ?  H e  c o u ld  h a r d l y  
h a v e  d o n e  u s  a  w o r s e  d i s se r v i c e .

No Slums?
O f  c o u r s e ,  i t  i s  b e t t e r  t o  k e e p  

o n  m a k i n g  a  c i t y  b e a u t i f u l  t h a n  
t o  b e  a l w a y s  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  h o w  
b e a u t i f u l  i t  i s ,  a n d  i t  m i g h t  b e  
j u s t  a s  w e l l  t o  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  
"the gods see e veryw here." Statues a n d  
f i n e  b u i l d i n g s  a r e  a l l  v e r y  w e l l ,  
b u t  a d e q u a te  h o u s i n g  f o r  t h e  
p o o r  i s  b e t t e r .  T h e  p la t fo r m  o ra to r ,  
w h o  u s e s  th e  a b o v e  p h r a s e sad 
nauseam m e n t i o n  t h i s .  I f  s u c h  a n  
u n p le a s a n t m a tte r  is  m e n t i o n e d  b y  
a n y o n e , i t  is  m e t b y  t h e  b la n d  
a s s u r a n c e : " T h e r e  a r e  n o  s l u m s  
i n  A d e la i d e . "  W h a t  l i a r s  s o c ia l  
w o r k e r s  m u s t  b e !  W h e n  t h e y  
t a l k  a b o u t  r a m s h a c k l e  h o u s e s  
w i t h o u t p r o p e r  s a n i t a t i o n , n e i t h e r  
g a s  n o r  e l e c t r i c i t y ,  w i t h  t h r e e  t o  
f o u r  a d u l t s  o f  m i x e d  s e x e s  
s l e e p i n g  i n  o n e  b e d ,  w h a t  a r e  
t h e y  t a l k i n g  a b o u t ?  W h e n  w e  
p u sh  th is  q u e st i on ,  w e  a re  t o ld  t h a t  
n o  p l a c e  i s  a  s l u m  w h e r e  t h e  
p e o p le  a r e  c l e a n .

"No Need to Bother!"
T h e  t i n i e s t  h o u s e ,  t h o u g h  i t  

p o s se s  b u t  o n e  b la n k e t  ( i f a n y ) ,  
th e  c h i l d r e n  h a v e  r i c k e t s , th e  r a i n  
c o m e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  r o o f  a n d  w h i te  
a n t s  a r e  b u s y ,  c a n n ot  b e  a  s l u m  
d w e l l i n g , i t  se e m s , i f  t h e  h o u se -
w i fe  d o e s  h e r  d u t y . I f  s h e  h a s a  
w e l l -te n d e d  g e ra n iu m  o n  t h e  w in -
d o w -s i l l ,  i t  q u i t e  d e f i n i t e l y  p a ss e s

o u t  o f  t h e  s l u m  c l a s s ,  a n d ,  t h a t  
b e i n g  s o ,  w e  n e e d  n o t  b o t h e r  
a b o u t i t .  S o  i t  i s  a  p i t y  t h a t  e v e r y  
S u n d a y, a r o u n d  m id -d a y ,  p a r s o n s  
a n d  so c ia l  w o rk e r s , t o  w h o m  th e  
A . B . C .  a l l o w s  a  " T h i s  W e e k 's  
G o o d  C a u s e "  t a l k ,  k e e p  o n  h a r p -
i n g  a b o u t s u c h  h o m e s . T h e r e  a r e  
m a n y, m a n y p la c e s ,  c a l l e d  c o u r t s ,  
I b e l ie v e , q u i t e  n e a r  t h e  b u s ie s t  
c e n t r e s ,  w h e r e  r o w s  a n d  ro w s  o f  
t in y  h o u s e s— e x a ct l y  a l ik e , e q u a l l y  
depressing, all a t t a c h e d , w i t h o u t  a n  
i n c h  o f  g r o u n d  i n  f r o n t ,  t h e  
s m a l l  v e r a n d a h  a b u tt i n g  o n  t h e  
s i d e -s t re e t  a n d  a  p o c k e t  h a n d k e r -
ch ie f b a c k ya rd — a re  o c c u p ie d  b y  
f a m i l i e s  o f  t h e  p o o r .  H e r e  c h i l -
d r e n  a b o u n d ,  t h e i r  o n l y  p l a y -
g r o u n d  t h e  s m a l l  s t re e t .  It  i s  t r u e  
t h a t  t h e y  a r e  m o s t l y  s u rp r i s i n g l y  
c l e a n ,  a n d  q u i t e  f r e q u e n t l y  a s p i re  
t o  t h e  s o c i a l  d i g n i t y  o f  a n  
a s p id i str a  o r  tw o , a n d  o n e  c a n  b e  
su r e  t h a t  t h e  c h i l d re n  a re  c a l l e d  
C la r e n c e , R u p e r t ,  D a w n  a n d  S h i r -
l e y .  F i n e  n a m e s  a r e  t h e  o n l y  
t h i n g s  t h a t  a re  c h e a p ,  e x c e p t  
a s p i d i s t r a s .  ( T h i s  i s  w h a t  h a s  
d r i v e n  t h e  " c l a s s e s "  t o  p r e s e n t  
B i l l ,  P e te r ,  S u s a n  a n d  Ja n e  a t  t h e
b a p t i s m a l  f o n t . )  I t  i s  q u i t e  p o s -
s i b l e  t h a t  e v e n  su c h  p la c e s a s t h e  
a b o v e  d o  n o t  d i s t u r b  t h e  c i v i c  
p r i d e  o f  m a n y  c o n s e r v a t i v e  
c i t i z e n s . T h e y  w i l l  p r o u d l y  p o in t  
t o  the    c le a n  w in d o w  sil l a n d    t h e  
a s p id i st ra !

Effect of Lay-Out
A n other th in g  A de la ide pe op le are  

ne ve r w eary  o f  s a y i n g  i s  
A d e l a i d e  i s  w e l l  l a i d  o u t , "  
a n d  I  fe a r ,  the y  h a ve  co nt in u ed  t o  
s a y  i t  e v e n  a f t e r  a  c a u s t i c  p e r s o n  
f r o m     M e lb o u rn e    re m a rk e d  t h a t  
" i t  o u g h t  t o  b e — i t  h a d  b e e n  d e a d
l o n g  e n o u g h . "     It  i s  a  m i l e  
s q u a r e ,  a n d  s u r r o u n d e d  b y  
p a r k la n d s .   T h is  m a th e m a t ic a l  
p re c is i o n  h a s    i ts    e f fe c t s   o n    th e    
c i t iz e n s . T h e y  a r e  p r i m ,  
c o n s e r v a t i v e ,  a n d  s t ri c t l y  l i m i t e d .    
T h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  A d e la i d e  c i t i z e n s    
( I h a v e    he a rd  t h e m  m y s e l f )  w h o  
h a v e  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  t h ey  h a d  n o  
w i s h  t o  t r a v e l  o r  b e h o l d  a n y  
o t h e r  c i t y .   W h y s h o u l d  t h e y ?  I t  
m i g h t  n o t  b e  t i d y .

Parliament   House
T o  r e t u r n  t o  c i v i c  p r i d e .     T h e  

S o u th  A u s tra l ia n    P re m ie r ,  n o w

soon to be happily translated to th e  
F e d e r a l  sp h e r e  ( i f  h e  i s  n o t  
e f f e c t i v e l y  o p p o s e d ) ,  t o l d  u s  
th a t  i f w e  d id  n o t  a p p r o v e  o f t h e  
a d d i t i o n s  t o  P a r l i a m e n t  H o u s e ;  
w e  h a d  n o  c i v i c  p r i d e .  I t  w a s  a  
m e r e  d e t a i l  t h a t  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
s t ru c tu re  w a s  s t i l l  u n p a id  f o r  ( f i n -
a n c i a l l y  s p e a k i n g ) ,  a n d  t h a t  w e  
w e r e  s t i l l  p a y in g  i n te r e s t  o n  t h e  
d e b t .  A n y o n e  w h o  m e n t i o n e d  
t h a t  w o u l d  b e  l a c k i n g  i n  c i v i c  
p r i d e !  S i r  L a n g d o n  B o n y t h o n ,  
c a l l e d  t h e  " g r a n d  o ld  m a n , "  b e -
c a u s e , h a v in g  a m a s se d  a  c o n s id e r -
a b le  f o r t u n e  t h r o u g h  t h e  A d v e r-
t i s e r ,  a n d  b e in g  i n  h i s  9 2 n d  y e a r ,  
i s  d i s b u r s i n g  l a r g e  p i e c e s  o f  i t  
( a f t e r  a l l ,  w h y  p a y  l a r g e  d e a th  
d u e s ? ) ,  g a v e  £ 1 5 0 , 0 0 0  t o w a r d s  
i t ,  a n d  t h e  P r e m ie r  p a tr i o t i c a l l y  
d e c l a r e d  a t  o n c e  t h a t  h e  ( t h a t  i s ,  
o f  c o u rs e , t h e  t a x p a y e r s )  w o u ld  
d o n a t e  a n o t h e r  £ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 .

Statues
A n o th e r  fo r m  o f c i v i c  p r id e  e x -

p r e s se s  i t se l f i n  sta tu e s a n d  m o n u -
m e n ts .  H o w  m a n y o f  t h e se  a re  a  
j u s t  c a u s e  f o r  c i v i c  p r i d e ?  Is  t h a t  
o f  t h e  A u s tr a l i a n  s o ld i e r  o n  a  re a r -
i n g  h o r s e ,  t o  c o m m e m o r a t e  t h e  
B o e r  W a r ,  o n e ?  T h o u g h  a  
sp ir ite d  p ie ce  o f w o r k , a n d  c o m -
m a n d in g  t h e  b e s t  v ie w  i n  t h e  c i t y ,
o v e r l o o k in g  t h e  ri v e r ,  t h e  C r e s s -
w e l l  G a r d e n s ,  a n d  t h e  c a t h e d r a l ,  
c a n  w e  sa y  w e  r e a l l y  w i sh  t o  r e -
m e m b e r  t h a t  e p i s o d e  w i t h  p r i d e ?  
T h e n  t h e  s ta tu e  o f  B o b b y  B u rn s ,  
t h o u g h  i t ,  d o u b t l e s s ,  e x p r e s s e s  
t h e  p a t r i o t i c  fe e l i n g s  ( fo r  
S c o t l a n d )  o f  m a n y d o u r  
P re s b y te r i a n s , a g a i n s t  w h o m  h e  
d i r e c t e d  h i s  v e r s e s ,  “ t o  t h e  
u n c o ' guid," is a d e p l o r a b l e  p i e c e  
o f  w o r k ,  a n d  n o t a d d  t o  t h e  
b e a u ty  o f  t h e  c i t y .  A n yw a y, d id  n ot  
M rs. H a r l o w , w i fe  o f t he  A m e r ica n  
p r o fe ss o r  n o w  v i s i t i n g  u s ,  s a y ,  
w i t h  w o n d e r : “ W h y d o  y o u  p e o p le  
sa y  y o u  a re  W e lsh  o r  S c ot c h  o r  
Ir i sh ?  W h y  a r e  y o u  n o t  c o n t e n t  
w i t h  b e i n g  j u s t  A u s t r a l i a n s ? "  S o  
w e  m u s t  r u l e  o u t  " B o b b y "  a s  a  
c a u s e  f o r  c i v i c  p r i d e .  C o l o n e l  
L i g h t  i s  a l l  r i g h t .  I t  w a s  h e  w h o  
l a i d  o u t  t h e  c i t y,  i n  sp i t e  o f  m u c h  
o p p o s i t i o n ;  h e  i s  a  j u s t  
e x p r e s s i o n  o f  c i v i c  p r i d e .  Q u e e n  
V i c t o r i a ?  A s  a  w o m a n  w h o  
h a n d l e d  a  b i g  j o b ,  I  w o u l d  b e  
i n c l i n e d  t o  s a y  y e s ,  i f  t h e r e  h a d  
n o t  b e e n  t h e  c o n s p i c u o u s  
a b s e n c e  o f  a n y  s t a t u e  o f  
C a t h e r i n e  H e l e n  S p e n c e .  
A e s t h e t i c a l l y,  w e  c o u ld  n o t  a d m it  
e i t h e r o f t he m , a s  C . H .S . w a s  j u st  
a n o th e r t u b b y  l i t t l e  w o m a n , b u t  i f  

t o  c o m m e m o r a te  h e r  l i fe ,  s p e n t
i n  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e  o f  t h e  c i t y ,  w h y  
su r e l y !
T h e n    w e  h a v e  K i n g  E d w a r d  

V I I .     W h y ?     W e l l ,  c l e a r l y ,  b e -
c a u s e  h e  w a s  K i n g  o f  E n g l a n d .  
M u s t  w e ,  t h e n ,  c o n t i n u e  t o  h a v e  
s t a t u e s  o f  t h e  K i n g s  o f  E n g l a n d ?  
A p p a r e n t l y  n o t ,  f o r  y o u  w i l l  n o t  
f i n d  i n  " f a i r  A d e l a i d e "  a n y  s t a t u e  
o f  E d w a r d  V I I I .      N o r  a r e  y o u  
l i k e l y  t o  a t  a n y  f u t u r e  t i m e .    W a s  
i t  b e c a u s e  t h e  s e v e n t h  h a d  a  b e t -
t e r  m o r a l  a n d  i n t e l l e c t u a l  r e c o r d ?  
W e l l !     H e  h a d  a  b e a u t i f u l  w i f e ,  
a n d  a  f a m i l y ,  a  h a p p i n e s s  d e n i e d  
t o  h i s  s u c c e s s o r , E d w a r d , a n d  h a d  
l i t t le    e x c u s e    ( e x c e p t h i s   st u p i d  
b r i n g in g -u p )  fo r     h i s     f r e q u e n t  
la p s e s , b u t    n e i t h e r    t h e     A r c h -
b ish op s    o f   C a nterb ur y   a n d    Y ork ,  
n o r  a n y  c a n o n  o r  r u r a l  d e a n  w a s  
e v e r  h e a r d  t o  d e n o u n c e  h i s  d o i n g s  
f r o m    t h e    p u lp i t .      S t ra n g e ,  i sn ’ t  
i t ?    A s  f o r  i n t e l l e c t ,  d i d  y o u  e v e r  
h e a r  t h e  s t o r y  o f  h o w  h e  r u s h e d  
u p  t o  G l a d s t o n e  w i t h  a  c o p y  o f  
" B a r r a b a s, ”  M i ss    C o r e l l i ’ s  m a s-
te r p ie c e , a n d  u r g e d  h i m  t o  re a d  i t ,  
a s  i t  " w a s  t h e  f i n e s t  b o o k  h e  h a d  
e v e r  r e a d " ?    G la d s t o n e  f i r m l y  d e -
c l i n e d  t o  w a s t e  h i s  t i m e  o n  t h a t  
n o b l e  w o r k .     E d w a r d  V I I  w a s  
n e v e r  i n  A u s t r a l i a ,  b u t  t h e r e  h e  
s t a n d s ,  a n  e m b o d i m e n t  o f  w h a t  
B r i t i sh e r s  a re  su p p o s e d  t o  b e  l i k e .  
N e i t h e r  h e  n o r  h i s  r o y a l  m o t h e r  
a r e  r e p r e s e n t e d  a s  s m i l i n g — V i c -
t o r i a  l o o k s  a s  t h o u g h  s h e  w a s  sa y -
i n g ,  " W e  a r e  n o t  a m u s e d . "  W e l l ,  
n e i th e r   a re   w e.    O ur s ta tue s   a r e  
n o t  a m u s i n g ,  n o r  e l e v a t i n g ,  n o r  
ae sth e tic .

War Memorial
T h e    w a r    m e m o ria l    o n    N o r th  

T e r r a c e  i s  a  b l o t ,  e v e n  i f  p e r p e t u -
a t i n g  a  g h a s t l y  w a r  w e r e  n o t  i n  
i t s e l f  a  h o r r i b l e  m is ta k e .     W h e n  
B a d e n -P o w e l l  w a s  sh o w n  i t ,  a f t e r  
a  s i l e n c e : " I  w o n d e r  w h a t th e  
u n e m p lo y e d  t h in k  o f  i t !”   T h a t  i s  
j u s t  t h e  p o i n t .    W e  d o  n o t  m i n d  
i n c r e a s i n g  o u r  d e b t  t o  t h e  p r i v a t e  
b a n k s  s o  t h a t  w e  m a y  e x h i b i t  i n  
c o n c r e t e  f o r m  o u r  s tu p id i t i e s , o u r    
p r e j u d i c e s , o u r  i gn o ra n ce , ou r      
ji n g o i s m , b u t w h e n  i t  i s  s u g g e s t e d  
t h a t  t h e  u n - e m p l o y e d  n e e d  t o  b e  
c l o th e d , o n e  h e a r s  s u c h  r e m a r k s  
a s : " D i d  y o u  e v e r  h e a r  t h e  l i k e ?  
W e  fe e d  t h e m ,  a n d  n o w  t h e y  
a c t u a l l y  t h i n k  w e  o u g h t  t o  c l o t h e  
t h e m . "     I a m  n o t  s a y i n g t h i s   a t   
r a n d o m .      It  w a s  a c t u a l l y  s a i d  t o  
m e .

Real Civic Pride
A d e l a i d e  i s  l o v e l y .  O w i n g  t o  

lu c i d  i n te r v a l s  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  
F a th e r s ,  i t  h a s  p a r k s  a n d  g a r d e n s ,  
b u t  h o w  a b o u t  a  c i v i c  p r i d e  th a t  
w o u ld  e m b ra c e  w e l l -n o u r i s h e d ,  
w e l l - c l a d ,  w e l l -e d u c a t e d ,  h a p p y  
c h i l d r e n  i n  t h o s e  p l a c e s  w h e r e  
c h i l d r e n  m o s t  a b o u n d  ( i . e . ,  t h e  
p o o r  q u a r te r s ) ;  " w o r k m e n 's  
c o t t a g e s "  t h a t  h a ve  s p a c e ,  
c o m f o r t ,  m o d e r n  c o n v e n ie n c e s ,  
g a r d e n s , a n d  e n o u g h  sp a c e  f o r  t h e  
c h i l d r e n  t o  p l a y  i n  ( h e a v e n  
k n o w s ,  A u s t r a l i a n s  sh o u ld  n o t  
la c k  sp a ce — it  is o n e  o f t h e  t h i n g s  
w e  h a v e  t o  a  d e g r e e  t h a t  o l d e r  
c o u n t r i e s  l a c k ,  a s  w e  a r e  s o  o f t e n  
t o l d )  ?  H o w  a b o u t  a  real sta n da rd  
o f li vin g , a n d  c ea se p r a t t l i n g  a b o u t  
t h e  o n e  t h a t  d o e s  n o t  e x i s t ,  
e x c e p t  i n  t h e  s p e e c h e s  o f  o u r  
p o l i t i c a l  m i s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ?  B u t ,  
a p p a r e n t l y ,  w e  p r e fe r  t o  l e t  t h e  
M o n e y  M o n o p o l y  d i c t a te  t h e s e  
t h i n g s  t o  u s .  B r e a k  t h a t  p o w e r ,  
a n d  w e  n e e d  n o t  e v e n  g la r e  a t  a  
n e w  P a r l i a m e n t  H o u s e .

I f  b u i l t  b y  A u s t r a l i a n  w o r k m e n  
w i t h  A u s t r a l i a n  m a te r i a l s ,  f i n -
a n c e d , i n t e r e s t  f r e e  a n d  d e b t  f re e  
it  w o u l d  in d e e d  b e  a n  o c c a sio n  fo r  
c i v i c  p r i d e ;  b u t ,  f i n a n c e d  b y  a  
h e a v y ,  i n t e r e s t - b e a r i n g  d e b t ,  
w h i l e  t h e  o r i g i n a l  b u i l d i n g , u n d e r  
t h e  s a m e  s y s t e m ,  i s  s t i l l  u n p a i d  
fo r ,  w h i l e  " t h e re  is  n o  m on e y "  f o r  
s l u m  c le a r a n c e ,  m o re  o u tb a c k  
sc h o o l s , e t c . ,  e t c . ,  t he re  is  m o re  
o c c a s i o n  fo r  s h a m e  t h a n  p r i d e .

FINANCING 
DEFENCE

"Like my co lleagues on th is  
side of the chamber, I am con-
cerned about profiteering in con-
nection with defence supplies 
Honourable Senators will remember 
that when we were discussing 
proposals for increased taxes to 
meet additional defence expendi-
ture, I pointed out that it was 
unnecessary to increase either the 
sales tax or the income tax, and 
I referred to a source of wealth 
which,  so f ar ,  has not  bee n 
tapped; I refer to the credit of the 
nation. If there is one thing for 
which the nat ional cred it should 
be used, it is the defence of the 
nation. Honourable Senators will 
recollect that I drew attention to 
the recommendations of the Royal 
Commission on Monetary and 
Banking Systems that the cred it 
of the nat ion should be ut i l ised 
for nat ional purposes. I  main-
tain that  the only way in which 
we can adequately defend this 
country is by utilis ing the cred it 
o f the nat ion to that  end. My 
proposal seems already to have 
borne fruit, for yesterday's Sydney 
Morning Herald contained the fol-
lowing paragraph:

"'Following his broadcast last 
night on the new issues confront-
ing Australia as a result of the 
change in the international situa-
tion, the New South Wales Pre-
mier (Mr. Stevens) motored to 
Canberra to discuss the question 
with the Act ing Prime Minister  
(S ir  Ear le  Page) .  Ma in po int s  
in the discussion will be: A new 
monetary policy to meet the new 
conditions.''

—Senator   Richard   Darcey,
on   Appropriation   Bill;
Senate, Oct.  14.

L E T T E R  T O  T H E  
E D IT O R

A N  A P P R E C IA T I O N
Sir, —As a reader of the New 

Times since its inception, and a 
keen follower of the activit ies of 
the U.E.A., I have at last had the 
p leasure of hearing that well-
known youth, Eric Butler.

Sitt ing at the back of a large 
audience in the River ina, I was 
not only carried away with his 
dynamic personality and oratory, 
but was also able to note the in-
spired effect upon an audience 
which sat practically dumbfounded 
by his eloquence and positively 
convincing message.

Having myself canvassed prac-
tically every business and profes-
s iona l ma n,  as well as ma ny 
farmers, in that particular district, 
I can assure you that these people 
were not only satisfied that the 
objective is right, but that the 
campaign is deserving of the in-
terest and support  of each and 
every thinking member of the 
community.

Although I have heard many 
speakers o n the E.C., I regard 
Eric Butler's lucid explanation as 
outs tand ing .  I  s incere ly  hope 
that reform workers in any other 
parts of Australia which he may 
visit in the future wil l g ive him 
the assistance and encouragement 
which he so thoroughly deserves. 

Wishing the New Times and its 
campaign continued and 
increasing success. --Yours, etc.,

NORMAN F. ROLLS, 
Riverina District Organiser, 
Social Credit Movement of 

N.S.W. Narrandera, N.S.W.

A D E L A I D E  A N D  C I V I C  P R I D E

By LEONORA   POLKINGHORNE.
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Sir, —
Since the commencement of this 

series of letters on National Insur-
ance we have seen that the introduc-
tion of the scheme in Australia will 
menace our liberty, our security, our 
democracy, and our living; also that 
it will increase taxation, lower our 
incomes, and intensify the already 
extensive poverty.

It has been shown that it was not 
wanted by the public, by a majority 
of the members of Parliament, or by 
the many   societies which will be 
called upon to administer it; that it 
was bludgeoned through Parliament 
at   the   dictation   of   the   financial 
money system; that all finance re-
quired for insurance can be provided 
by the Commonwealth Bank without 
charge; that while goods will rot be-
cause   workers   will   not   have   the 
money to buy them, an increasing 
number of producers will find them-
selves forced into bankruptcy; that 
the design of the scheme is to keep 
the masses short of money; that it is 
intended to divert our attention from 
the true CAUSE of the satanic con-
dition of widespread poverty in the 
midst of actual and potential abund-
ance; that workers will have to pay 
higher prices with smaller incomes; 
that no proposal has been made to 
liberate Australian families from the 
necessity of fighting each other for 
an  inadequate  share  of an  
insufficient supply of money; that, 
instead, the scheme will transfer the 
financial burden of old-age and 
invalid pensions from the Budget to 
the pockets of the people on small 
incomes; that the scheme will not 
alter the fact that the state of 
"prosperity" in the community is 
governed, and will continue to be 
governed, by the bank rate, over 
which  the Government  exercises 
no control; that we will continue 
to  be   at  the  mercy   of  the 
bankers;    that    sacrifices    by    the 
workers  have   been   demanded   by 
the controllers of the banking 
system; that the 90 per cent,  of 
the people who are interested in 16 
percent of Australia's wealth will 
be required to surrender more of 
their portion   to   the   10  per   cent,   
who already control 84 per cent.; 
that counting our "blessings," as 
advised by Mr. Casey, will not fill 
our empty stomachs; and that a 
similar scheme in England has not 
only failed to provide security for 
the people, but has actually brought 
about a worsening of the living 
conditions and produced a C3, 
instead of an Al, population.

The Use of the Funds
After that summary it should 

hardly be necessary to say anything 
further on the subject.    It has been 
proved that the scheme is a menace, 
and that it would be in the best 
interests of the Australian people 
to insist upon the repeal of the Act. 

But   there was one other aspect 
which was referred to in an earlier 
letter, but    not   commented   upon 
specifically.    It was this: "The de-
flationary   mechanism   of   National 
Insurance helps the banking system to 
keep the   masses   from   getting their 
proper share of what they produce 
because, under such schemes, the 
workers must regularly forego part 
of their wages without being 
consulted    regarding   the    uses    to 
which such funds shall be devoted, 
is a matter for the banks to 
arrange, as we shall see."

Circular from the Bank 
of New South Wales
In March last the Bank of New 

South Wales issued a special 
circular dealing with “Social 
Services and Social Insurance.” 
After reading that circular 
carefully it is easy to understand 
the bank’s part in the current  
polit ical intrigue to secure greater 
control of the Government of the 
Commonwealth. Not only was it  
behind Sir Frederick Stewart in his 
agitation for the introduction of 
the scheme, but now is concerning 
itself with how the insurance funds 
should be used.

And that is not all, for, according 
to the particulars published on Octo-
ber 28 by the Century, a Sydney 
weekly, the same bank is out to 
secure the financial control of Aus-
tralia. That particular issue of the 
Century is worth keeping, and every 
responsible member of the commun-
ity should endeavour to obtain a 
copy.

What Can We 
"Afford"?

But before noticing the intrigue 
itself, perhaps it would be in better 
sequence if we noticed the attitude 
of the bank on the subject of 
National Insurance funds. A few 
quotations from the circular will 
make that clear.

"How far the community can 
af ford to  go (in r emoving the 
grudges of the individual citizens 
against the social system) is determined 
by its efficiency, and is always limited 
by the amount which should be set
aside for future capital replacements 
and improvements.. . .  there will 
always be anxieties as to the 
demoralising effect on the individual 
of too much assistance."

Two things stand out in connec-
tion with this. The first is that, ac-
cording to these people who dictate 
the Government's policy, everything 
must depend on what we can 
"afford" in terms of money, and the 
amount we can afford is determined 
by the producers of money—the pri-
vate banks.

Demoralisation
The   second   is   that, apparently, 

Jesus set the world a frightful ex-
ample by going about doing good, 
healing the sick, helping the needy, 
and showing kindness to everyone. 
His actions must have been more 
demoralising than our terrible slums 
and   the   bank-imposed   condit ions 
under which we kill one another in 
the struggle for money. Jesus told 
us to overcome evil with good, and 
the evil of slums and the like can only 
be overcome by giving people access 
to the things which provide the 
opposite conditions. Access to things 
is gained only through money.  
Notwithstanding what  Jesus said, 
the banks (which control most of  
the churches through DEBT) 
impose the policy of a chronic 
shortage of money, apparently with 
the intention of saving the people 
from demoralisation by making their 
living conditions more difficult. It is 
not a question of how much food or 
clothes we can produce, but how 
much "money" we can afford, and 
the people who produce the food and 
the clothes have no say at all in the 
production of the money! That is 
kind ly left to the bankers, who 
decide what we can "afford."

Collect More Than is 
Paid Back

"If an insurance scheme is to 
work satisfactorily it is essential that 
income should balance or be some-
what in excess of expenditure."

What the bank means by the term 
"satisfactory" has not been ex-
plained. From the point of view of 
the poor people on low incomes, no 
scheme that takes more from them 
than it pays back to them can pos-
sibly be sat isfactory. Hence we 
have confirmation from the bank it-
self of our earlier statement that in-
surance benefits no one but the 
banking system.

"The   best   group, or   insurance 
unit, is the whole community.    But, 
even with   so   large   a   unit, risks 
maturing   in   any   one   period   may 
vary and it is advisable to build up 
a reserve fund by paying out in 
benefits a little less than is received 
in contribution or premiums.”

There you have still further 
confirmation of the statement that the 
scheme under examination is not 
intended as a benefit to the 
community at all. It is intended only 
to help the banks in maintaining the 
delusion that the quantity of money 

must be strictly limited, and that 
every community effort must be 
governed by what we can "afford" in 
terms of money—i.e., by what the 
bankers provide.

The Real Reason
"The economic advantage of social 

insurance is that it relieves the 
Government of raising a large part 
of the necessary funds through the 
general budget. . . . Social insurance 
also permits a levelling of expendi-
ture between prosperity and depres-
sion."

Here we have confirmation from 
the bank itself of our other state-
ment that the purpose of the scheme 
is entirely financial—i.e., to relieve 
the bankers from having the liability 
of pensions included in the national 
budget. It also confirms the fact 
that the scheme is intended to cloak 
the swindle of what is called the 
trade cycle, in which the banks ex-
pand and contract the volume of 
credit money according to their 
liquid position. A "levelling of ex-
penditure between prosperity and 
depression" would divert attention 
from the CAUSE of depressions and 
thus shield the banker from the 
growing volume of indignant 
criticism.

The Appropriate Level
After   describing   the   system   in 

England the bank finished with this 
comment: "The effect of this scheme 
is to provide economic security for a 
large number of persons at a level 
appropriate to their particular 
standard of living."

Those who read last week's letter 
will know what a failure the whole 
thing has actually been in that 
country, but the mentality of the 
advocates of the scheme is elo-
quently portrayed in the last part of 
the sentence quoted—i.e., "at a level 
appropriate to their particular stand-
ard of living." That is to say, a 
man who ordinarily receives a wage
of £4 would be maintained at a level
appropriate to his standard of 1iving 
if he is paid £1 a week for part of 
the time he may be in need! If he is 
on the breadline at £4 a week in 
good health, what distance below 
that supposedly minimum line will he 
be at £1 a week in bad health? But 
that, nevertheless, will be his 
appropriate level! The bank points 
with approval to the Queensland 
scheme, under which a man with a 
wife and EIGHT children may re-
ceive as much as £2/17/- a week. 
How, I wonder, would Sir Alfred 
Davidson care to provide for ten 
human beings on that income? It is 
probable that one of his pets entails 
a greater expenditure than that.

Protection for a 
Strained Budget

In regard to the utilisation of 
funds, the bank lays it down that the 
Commission must not be permitted 
to undertake relief projects, but 
rather should subsidise Federal, 
State, or municipal Governments to 
embark on public works, using in-
sured unemployed. The idea is that 
the Commission should make good 
the loss "inevitably associated with 
public works undertaken for the re-
lief of unemployment, rather than 
as a paying proposition . . .. Thus 
far more work could be provided in 
a time of crisis than the resources of 
a strained budget usually permit."

Everything, you see, must be de-
termined on the basis of financial 
profit, and we must relieve the ten-
sion on a strained budget. You can 
almost see the budget wobbling. The 
poor thing is only a printed state-
ment, but whatever would we do 
without it? All would be chaotic, 
and potatoes would no longer grow 
in the ground!

What If Contributions 
Run Out?

"Operations under the scheme 
would have to be on a purely 
actuarial basis. That is to say, dis-
bursements should never exceed 
revenue . . . Men can be kept on 
insurance benefit only as long as 
their contributions warrant it.”

If you lose your employment 
and cannot keep up your 
contributions then that is your bad 
luck, and you would have to fall 
back on “pure relief by State 
authorities.” The same old dark-
age idea. Everything must depend 
on the amount of money, instead 

of the amount of money being 
determined by the production of the 
community and the needs of its 
people. If money runs out then we 
lay down and die, even though there 
may be heaps of food all round us, 
with plenty of pens and ink to still 
write figures in books. It is all so 
absurd, and yet we are expected to 
have respect for the highly-placed 
individuals who utter such rubbish.

This Civilisation Must 
Be Preserved

The special circular ends on this 
beautiful note: "Social security is 
essential if we are to preserve our 
civilisation. But that security can 
be purchased only by immediate sac-
rif ice and by careful planning.''

The question that naturally arises 
from this is: From whom is the 
security to be purchased, and what 
exactly is to be sacrif iced in order 
to make the purchase? Is the em-
ployee to go without food when 
there is plenty of it? If so, why? 
Is he to go without clothes when the 
manufacturers of clothes are crying 
out for customers? If so, why? Is 
he to go without proper shelter  
when there is plenty of land to build 
on and plenty of materials for build-
ing houses? If so, why? Is he to  
go without the ordinary amenities of 
life when these are being produced 
in great abundance? If so, why? 
Or is it that he must go without the 
costless tickets called money which 
give him claim to all these things? 
If so, WHY?

Obscurantism
Lord Horder, in his recent book, 

entit led "Obscurantism," says: "It 
is a confusion to think that we can 
separate the health of the body from 
the health of the mind. It is an 
obscurant notion that we can make 
a nation f it without some attention 
to the amenities of life."

Yet here we have leading mem-
bers of the community advocating a 
scheme which will make it impos-
sible for the people to obtain at all 
any of the amenities referred to. 
Nothing whatever is said by these 
"leaders" about the necessity for 
distributing the wages of the mach-
ines we are using. The espousers 
of the insurance scheme are well 
aware that machines not only cut off 
the work which hitherto has been 
the employee's only means of secur-
ing income, but make no contribu-
tion at all towards the purchase and 
consumption of things they produce 
without labour. The obvious neces-
sity is to monetise machine produc-
tion, and the monetisation must be 
carried out by a statutory Common-
wealth authority, on behalf of the 
nation as a whole, not on behalf of 
the banks. This will necessitate an 
increase in the volume of buying 
power, not a mere re-distribution of 
a totally inadequate quantity, as is 
contemplated by the insurance idea.

Better Off Without It
It is, therefore, as clear as the 

daylight that National Insurance is 
NOT intended as a benefit to the 
workers of Australia, and that, con-
sequently, the workers will be better 
off without it. It is also perfectly 
clear that financial interests alone 
are likely to receive advantage from 
the provisions of the Act, which in 
itself is an adequate reason for 
organising opposition to it. In addi-
t ion to these considerations, the
latest reports regarding the intrigu-
ing that is going on behind the poli-
tical scene places a further obliga-
tion on responsible members of the 
community to take a stand in the 
interests of the good government of 
this wonderful country. Further 
comment in this respect must wait 
until next week. —Yours faithfully, 
BRUCE H. BROWN.

N A T IO N A L  IN SU R A N C E  IS  A  M E N A C E
No. 6.

The Act Should Be Repealed
A Letter to the Editor from BRUCE H. BROWN.

How You Can Help the "New Times" to 
Increase Its Fighting Strength

A PRACTICAL SUGGESTION FOR EVERY
READER

With the advent of the recent financial appeal, the  "New 
Times" was given a further lease of life. However, it is essential 
that immediate steps be taken to increase our REVEN UE sufficiently 
to fully liquidate our costs. We have already taken  steps in this 
direction by starting to build up our advertising r evenue and sales. 
The possibility of getting increased advertising pa rtly depends upon 
an enlarged circulation. This is where EVERY reader  can help 
without cost to him- or herself.

WHAT YOU CAN DO
We are frequently asked: "What can I do?" Well, you  can 

introduce the "New Times" to your friends, to peopl e interested 
in reform and, whenever the opportunity presents it self, to strangers.

Ask them to try it for a few weeks. Don't rely on t hem having 
the initiative to order it from a newsagent. Get th em to sign the 
" Order on Newsagent" form printed below. They do not  commit 
themselves to take it for a fixed period— and they do not have to 
pay  you any money. Pass on the form to their nearest n ewsagent, 
who w ill supply at 3d. per week. Further copies of the form may 
be had, free and post free, from the "New Times." P arcels of 
specimen copies of the "New Times" are also availab le (free and 
post free).

The "New Times" is fight ing YOUR f ight.  Will you he lp it  
to do so more effectively?

ORDER ON NEWSAGENT.

To .......................................................................................

(Newsagent)

Address................................................................................

PLEASE SUPPLY UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE ONE COPY OF THE
NEW TIMES."

Signed .................................................................................

Address ..................... .............................................

  
M R .  B U S I N E S S  M A N … … … … … . .

A n  a d v e r t i s e m e n t  i n  t h i s  p a p e r  w i l l  b r i n g  
y o u  i n  d i r e c t  c o n t a c t  w i t h  b u y e r s  w h o  a r e  
a p p r e c i a t i v e o f  V A L U E … … … … . .
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"The symbol of our regenera-
tion is our new army and our new 
defence forces. It  is e ither the 
best soldier or no soldier at all.  
Because I love peace I have done 
whatever  I could  to  give us a ll 
the arms and all the defens ive 
forces that  wil l  help the nat io n 
to  preve nt  o thers from forc ing  
war on us ." So  spake Hit ler to  
his people the other day.

It  is p leas ing  to  k now that  
there is such happy agreement be-
tween would-be-dictator Menzies 
and his mentor.

* * *
Which brings us to the subject 

of the new Argus serial, "Fools' 
Harvest."

"If  war  came to Aust ralia—
what then?" asks the Argus in its 
i nt r oduct io n to  the st or y.  We 
are more interested in the ques-
tion, "If peace came to Australia 
—what then?"

When all is said and done, the 
unfortunate who was reported in 
the Melbourne Herald of Novem-
ber 7 to have died of malnutrition 
might have preferred to have died 
of lack of co-ordination of 
defence
—it's not so slow and painful.

* * *
The dismissal of three hundred 

temporary postal employees may 
not cause some of us any very 
grave concern; after all, we're not 
postal employees, temporary or 
otherwise; but the trouble is that 
it only takes a hundred dismissals 
on a s imilar scale to br ing about 
an unemployed roll of thirty thou-
sa nd.  That  is  no t  a  very  g reat  
number when one says it quickly, 
and, as the good book says, "the 
poor are a lw ays w ith  us" ; but  
the trouble is that unless we do 
someth ing to stop the ro t , ther e 
is the somewhat thought-provok-
ing possibil i ty that we may find  
ourselves with the poor.
    Already large numbers of young 
people who, while the memory of the 
1914-1918 affair, have vivid 
recollections of the 1929-1933 
struggle—People versus Privilege, 
an engagement in which the people 
were defeated—are forming 
themselves into a defence force.  
Th is youth army, however , is  
not so much concerned with 
defending Australia's shores against  
an invas ion of  host i le forces as 

 in  defending  their  own homes    
against   the    invasion     of poverty.

* * *

CASEY HITS THE OWL 
HOOT TRAIL.

Witnessing Federal Treasurer 
Casey's debut  as f ilm star , one 
was surprised to note that he had 
not apparently become the idol of 
the crowd. Playing lead in 
"Robbery Under Arms" or "The 
Insurance Ramp," he was treated 
as the villain rather than the hero 
of the piece, the film-minded of 
Melbourne's suburbia greeting his 
shadow with that type of applause 
known in America as the 
"Rasberr y ." Had he appeared  
on a stage instead of a screen, he 
would have been hooted off.

* * *

"The Br it ish Cabinet has de-
cided to spend a thousand million 
pounds on p lanes for defence," 
says the Argus independent cable 
service. "It is believed," the re-
port goes on to say, "that this 
programme could not be regarded 
by other countr ies as an excuse 
for  a  new arms race, nor  could 
it adversely affect, it  is thought, 
the ef forts be ing made by the 
Prime Minis ter (Mr. Chamber-
lain) to ensure peace."

Of course not; the world will 
understand that the planes are be-
ing built to amuse the kiddies.

* * *
The daily press is busy trying 

to persuade us that the New Zea-
land financial outlook is gloomy. 
We in Australia, it may be pointed 
out are in the happy posit ion of 
still holding the confidence of in-
ternat ional banking. If we con-
tinue at the present rate of pro-
gress, it is h ighly probable that, 
still maintaining the present happy 
relations with the money interests, 
with wars and rumours of wars, 
depressions and booms, and all 
t h e other by-products of the sys-
tem, we will owe anything up to 
two hundred thousand mil lion in 
fifty years' time. Poor old New 
Zealand, however, having put it -
self beyond the pale, will have 
missed all the fun, and, of course, 
the interest.

* * *

I t  was a nice gesture on the  
part of Mr. Lyons to create an-
other portfolio in order that Mr. 
Thorby should be allowed to re-
main a member of the Cabinet.  
After all, Thorby isn't a bad fel-
low, even though inefficient, and 
it seems rather hard to deprive a 
man of  his  job when he mea ns 
well. It would be a nice gesture 
on the part of Mr. Lyons if he,  
could carry on with the good work 
and maintain the employment of 
the excelle nt fe l lows who are 
about to be dismissed from the 
postal service.  It  is quite pro-
bable that a fair proportion of the 
men thus benefited may be useful 
as well as well-meaning.

Ken yie lds to  nobody in its  
hatred of war. Because Fasc ism 
leads inevitably to war, Ken is its 
sworn enemy. This point needs no 
labouring. Everybody ought to 
know now that Ken is against Fas-
cism.

But the Communists are also 
against Fascism. Yet Ken yields to 
nobody in its hatred of Commun-
ism.  Th is  po int  ough t  not  t o  
need elaboration either. There is 
nothing paradoxical about such a 
posit ion. It is extremely logical. 
But in these days, when the Fas-
cists see red wherever they see 
opposit ion and the Communists 
scream "Cossack" at everyone who 
won't let them call him Comrade, 
even such an obv ious thing as 
Ken's anti-Fascist and anti-Com-
munist policy can stand elucida-
tion.

So here, in simple logic, it is. 
Th ings equal to the same thing  
are equal to each other. As diseases 
of democracy, Communism and 
Fascism are both fatal aff lict ions.  
To the democratic body politic, 
Communism is tuberculosis and 
Fascism is cancer. True, they are 
different diseases, with different 
symptoms. You may even argue 
that, when they strike at a demo-
cracy, one of them is curable,  
whereas a cure for the other has 
yet  to  be d iscovered. But  the 
patient Democracy, is dead by the 
t ime e ither one of  them has run 
its  course. They ravage the body 
in different ways, but either way 
Democracy is just as dead, once it 
has succumbed to either one of 
them.

Now nobody in h is right mind 
would try to tell you that you can't 
f ight T.B. without encouraging 
cancer. Nor will you find anyone 
to-day who will tell you that, 
assuming you have neither tuber-
culosis nor cancer, you must choose 
between them to-morrow. Yet you 
will meet plenty of people here in 
free America who will loudly in-
sist that you can't be anti-Fascist 
without being pro-Communist.

Well, that's a Chinaman's choice, 
and free-born Americans don't have 
to take it.

What  if  the two  ga ngs are  
poison to each other? Must we 
knuckle down to one just because 
it fights the other? What if we'd 
rather not have gang rule at all?

What  if  the Communis ts do 
hate the Fascists? Does that pre-
empt the privilege for the rest of 
us?

A few years ago in Chicago there 
were two gangs, led by Al Capone 
and Bugs Moran, that fought each 
other tooth and nail, or, rather, rod 
and pineapple. Three million 
Chicagoans hated both gangs, and 
all they stood for. It would have 
been no more silly to tell those 
millions of law-abiding citizens that 
they couldn't disapprove of Capone 
without approving of Moran 
(since the two happened to be 
dedicated at the time to a hearty 
effort to rub each other out) than 
it is to-day to try to impose upon 
ordinary Americans a choice be-
tween White and Red sympathies.

Nor was anybody fool enough at 
that time to suggest that Govern-
ment  men who got after Capone 
were motivated in doing so by a 
desire to help Bugs Moran. Yet 
there are more than a few grown-
ups, of full adult size physically, 
walking around loose in America 
to-day who insist  that a harsh 
word about J. Capone Stalin is a 
k ind word for  A.  Bugs Hit ler .

Look at the Dies Committee. 
When it casts a weather eye on 
the act iv it ies of the Bunds it is  
quickly tagged a “Communist ” 
manifestation of New Deal 
rad ica lism. But  when it  turns to  
take a whiff of anyth ing rotten 
on the Left , as a committee 
invest igat ing un-American 
act iv it ies  has both a right and a 
duty to do, yells  go up to  h igh

heaven about “Red-baiting” reac-
tionaries. (The Communists did a 
good job, by the way, when they 
made up that term of "Red-baiting" 
—they make it sound like some-
thing two degrees worse than 
mother-beating. Who knows where 
they dug up that phrase, anyway, 
and just what does it mean?)
American Democracy stands for 
ind iv idual freedom within laws 
that safeguard individual rights, for 
individual ownership and enjoy-
me nt  o f goods a nd pr oper ty  
acquired without theft, for free ex-
ion of opinions and beliefs, both 
political and religious, and the right 
to express disagreement without 
being considered guilty of disloyalty. 
Whatever threatens these things is 
un-American.  Can any Stalinist 
say with a straight face that these 
liberties have fared any better in 
Russia than in Germany?

A plague, then of both houses. 
Ken is opposed to Fasc ism. It is 
no less opposed to Communism. 
We wish there were some way we 
could make that clear.

NEW ZEALAND
"Our informative press has been 

strangely uninformative concerning 
the economic situation in New Zea-
land. Therefore, it is hard to f ind 
out what is taking place in Maori 
Land.

"However, the voice of the people 
can be trusted. If we seek a world 
providing the greatest good for the 
greatest number, we must realise 
that it will be brought into being 
by the voice of the populace as 
against, shall we say, the voice of 
capitalist and the ruling classes.

"It is a fair ly safe bet that the 
people of New Zealand are satisfied 
that their extreme Labor regime is 
progressing along the right lines for 
the bulk of them. The drast ic 
banking proposals which were a 
feature of the policy evidently met 
with popular support.

"The Government's overwhelming 
majority at the recent New Zea-
land poll speaks for itself. It now 
remains for the Ministry to work 
out their proposals in practice.

"There is no doubt that urgent 
and drastic revision of our financial 
out look is necessary. In a wor ld 
of plenty there should be no want. 
Although this seems terribly trite, 
it  is a hard fact that the solut ion 
of this problem is the only possible 
way towards durable peace.

"Go to it, New Zealand; a little 
experimenting will be well worth 
while."

—Mack's Home Journal, Mel-
bourne, October 24.

CROOKS AND ROOKS
Behind prison bars a chess 

tournament has been played be-
tween prison vis itors and con-
v ic t s .  At  one match  a ba nker  
was p lay ing against  a master  
forger . There is noth ing nove l  
in the fact. Both create the means 
of payment  out  of  nothing, and  
the master forger has always been 
in compet it ion with the banker,  
but at a disadvantage. The banker 
has a licence, or assumes he has a 
licence, to mint money, while the 
forger has no licence whatsoever, 
and has to be even more discreet 
how he works than does the pro-
fessional money-maker. It is general 
acceptance by the public which 
g ives the commodity of  either  
gent leman any va lue. As a 
matter  of  fact , the forger may do 
less actual harm to the 
community than the banker . The 
banker accounts h is  commodity  
as debt to be repaid to h im at  
interest , but  the forger does not  
want to see h is  money again.

--“T.H.S.., “ in Socia l Credit

Page Seven

FASCISM OR COMMUNISM? 

" A Chinaman's Choice"
The fo llowing matter is an ed itoria l from the Chicago fort -

nightly,  "Ken," of October 6. We republish it , not as a free 
adver t ise me nt for that jour na l,  but  because it  br i ngs to  our  
readers a f ragme nt  o f  cur re nt  Amer ica n op ini on, it  is w ell  
expressed, and, as far as it goes, it co inc ides with the att itude of  
this paper.

T O P I C A L  T I T B I T S  F R O M  T H E  N E W S

By "LEXICON."

November 11, 1938.
THE NEW TIMES

OPPORTUNITY
Several readers have en-
quired for older back numbers 
of the "New Times" which 
contain many brilliant articles 
by the founder and late editor, 
Tom Moore. We propose to 
make available limited quan-
tities on request and payment 
of freight (which should ac-
company request).  These 
copies may also be obtained by 
calling personally at the "New 
Times" office.

T A X A T I O N
(A SIGN OF SERVITUDE)

and 

NATIONAL INSURANCE
(A MESM ERISM BY SYMBOLS)

No student of economics or monetary reform, no person 
opposed to our ever-increasing load of taxation, no one who 
wishes to understand what national insurance really implies, 
should fail to secure a copy of this frank and complete ex-
posure by a master of the subjects, Mr. Bruce H. Brown.

You will find "Taxat ion And National Insurance" direct, 
simple and convincing.

Price, 1/-; posted, 1/1.
Available from—

NEW TIMES LTD.
ELIZABETH HOUSE (BOX 1226, G.P.O.)

MELBOURNE

New Times 
SHOPPING

G U ID E
and Business

Directory
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" N e w  T im e s ."

MELBOURNE (Cont.)
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VICTORIA
Under the heading, "Short Cut to 

Utopia," there was an interesting 
contribution by an American 
correspondent in the Herald, 
Monday November 6, editorial 
In it is given a concrete example 
of the success of Electoral 
Campaign tactics: Signatures of 
voters to the number of 789,104 
were obtained in the State of 
California demanding that the 
"Thirty Dollars Every Thursday" 
plan be placed on the ballot. It 
was. The plan is also made the 
issue in the States of Arkansas, 
North Dakota, and Washington. 
Professor Irving Fisher, of the 
Yale University, is said to be the 
inspirer of the plan which is 
designed to provide 30 dollars 
every week to all persons over 
fifty years.

The purpose of the Electoral 
Campaign    in    Australia   is    to 
mobilise the electoral vote to in-
struct members of Parliament to 
re-present in Parliament the elec-
tors' DEMANDS "That Poverty 
be Banished from This Land of 
Plenty."     The   Campaign   is   a 
people's movement.  It is not con-
cerned   with any   Party, Sect   or 
Ism.    The Elector’s Demand and 
Undertaking form is the instru-
ment of the elector's expression. 
It is the elector's   first job to sign 
the form and—this is very import-
ant—see that his friends also sign 
forms.     The individual elector’s 
part in this unique Campaign is 
to spread the idea.    YOU are the 
Campaign.   There are no privates 
in   the   army   working   for   the 
Abolition of Poverty.   Each 
elector is the Commander-in-
Chief of his own actions.    Get 
busy. 

The United Electors of 
Australia, 5th   Floor, McEwan 
House, Little Collins Street, 
Melbourne, phone, MU 2834, will 
give you all the assistance it can.

"TONGALA.—Mr. Russell 
and his energetic Group held a 
meeting at Tongala on Thursday 
evening, November   3.    Mr.   
Heatley, of Melbourne assisted 
on the platform and reports that 
the idea of the   Campaign   was   
readily   accepted.    At 2 a.m.  
Mr. Heatley was aroused from 
his bed to give further   detailed   
explanations   to an enthusiastic 
group.    Tongala decided   to   
run a series of Heckle    Hour   
meetings, which keep the interest 
of the community alive.    
Arrangements are being made to 
be in attendance at 3UZ Grouch 
Hour during its transmission 
from the Shepparton station.

FRANKSTON held a Group 
meeting on Tuesday evening last, 
at which eighteen members were 
present. Good progress was made. 
It was proposed to approach the 
Youth Sect ion to bring their 
Plat form Team to address a pub-
lic meeting at Frankston. The

Tongala Heckle Hour idea was 
thought to be good, and it was 
decided to start a series in 
Frankston. Consideration was 
given to assisting Head Office 
with finance. Mr. Parker is work-
ing up the Frankston Group to be 
a real force. He will journey to 
Collingwood next Sunday, 
November 13, to address the Col-
lingwood Men's Fellowship, 
Sackville Street, at 3 p.m.

WARRAGUL.—The Postal  
Department has transferred Mr. 
Warlow to Lakes Entrance. Mr. 
Warlow's unremitting work in 
the Warragul district has consoli-
dated the Group's position. 
Although we sympathise with 
Warragul reformers over their 
loss, we can't help being pleased 
that a good man is entering a 
field which will be greatly helped 
by his experience and energy.

BENTLEIGH expects a suc-
cessful meeting on Tuesday even-
ing, November 15, to be held in 
the Church of England Hall, 
Mavho Street, Bentleigh. Dr. 
Dale and Mr. F. Paice will be the 
speakers.

BENDIGO is losing its presi-
dent, Mr. Lazarus. Frankston is 
the lucky district to gain, at Ben-
digo's expense. Mr. Lazarus has 
laid the foundations of a strong 
Group in Bendigo. It will be car-
ried on under the guidance of Mr. 
Crombie, who wishes it to be an-
nounced that the Group will meet 
every Friday evening at his home, 
70 Casey Street, Bendigo.

NATIONAL INSURANCE.—
Repeal meetings will be held at 
Ballarat and Heidelberg on 
November 20 and November 22 
respectively.

3UZ     GROUCH     HOUR. -
Members of Brighton Youth Sec-
tion   got in   good   work   at   last 
Monday's   session.    The session 
provides a first class medium for 
free propaganda. The station is 
arranging to alternate the session 
with country transmission. Coun-
try supporters should inquire 
whether their local station is in-
cluded in the programme, and, if 
so, make use of it.

SOUTH AUSTRALIA
N.I.R.A.—The will of the peo-

ple must prevail in a democracy. 
Therefore the first step for the 
members of the National In-
surance Repeal Association was 
to make experimental contacts 
to ascertain the probable will of 
the majority. This work meant 
individual approach—the group 
contact or public meeting would 
not be exact enough from the 
scientific and democratic point 
of view. The result has been 
definite proof that a very great 
majority of employers and em-
ployees want the N.I.P. Act re-
pealed.

T H E  N E W  T IM E S
So the desire that this Act be 

repealed is a democratic and 
reasonable one. It is therefore 
couched as a demand, and not 
as a request or petition.

The next step will be a publ ic 
meet ing in the Adelaide Town 
Hall on Tuesday, November 29, 
at 8 p.m. This will be the first 
step towards publicity and a 
general membership. We are sure 
that every interested person will 
attend to express his will unitedly, 
and to learn the part he or she can 
play in this campaign.

Remember, if you join the 
N.I.R.A., you have voluntarily 
enlisted in an army which is at 
war with members of the Federal 
Parliament—a war by the people 
to get Political  Democracy—
i.e., control by the people over 
their Parliamentary representatives 
and institutions. It is every 
elector's war; so be a man (or a 
woman), and play your part by 
enlisting and doing your job, in 
order to get what you want,
DEFENCE       FINANCE.

H.Q. is very gratified at the 
"repeat orders" for the letters 
to Federal M.P.'s, demanding 
that National Credit be used to 
finance the defence programme, 
without interest or taxation, as 
indicated by the Royal Com-
mission on Banking. Have you 
sent your letter? Have your 
neighbours and friends heard 
about  i t  or seen i t ? I t  is  up  
to you.

CHRISTIAN SOCIAL OR-
DER. —The following informa-
tion is supplied by the Hon. 
Sec., C.S.O.: —

The public are urged to come 
and pack the Town Hall on 
Thursday, November 17, at 8 
p.m., when the C.S.O. executive 
will report to the public the 
refusal of a majority of the State 
Parliament to receive a deputa-
t ion to state the case for the 
abolition of the ration system 
and the substitution of useful 
employment at  award rates or 
payment of the "basic wage" to 
all unemployed workers. The 
C.S.O. will ask for democratic 
direction from the public con-
cerning more definite pressure 
for this objective.

On Sunday, November 27, at 8 
p.m., a service of Repentance and 
a Corporate Call to Social Action 
will be held in the Adelaide Town 
Hall. This service will be 
unique; it should appeal to all 
well-intentioned and serious-
minded Christians—and there must 
be many such—and should prove 
a clarion call to each individual 
present to press unremittingly for 
the general and generous 
distribution of the plenty that 
abounds. What is possible for 
the common good is obviously 
of the Will of God.

WOMEN'S DIVISION. —
Members of the women's di-
vision are arranging a card 
evening to be held at the Cam-
paign Rooms, 17 Waymouth-
street, Adelaide, on Saturday, 
November 19, at 8 o'clock. Their 
object is to give you what you 
want,  and to get wha t they 
want (funds). You may play 
bridge, five hundred, euchre or 
monopoly. Supper provided. 
Collection.
WOMEN'S     LUNCHEON. —
The next luncheon will be held at 
the Campaign Rooms on 
Wednesday, November 16, at 1 
p.m. Men welcome to the 
address. Luncheon optional; 
charge, 1/-.

WEST AUSTRALIA
G A R D E N     P A R T Y .  -       T h e
L a d i e s ' C o m m i t t e e  h a s  d e c i d e d  
t h a t a  G a r d e n  P a r t y  w i l l  b e  h e l d  
o n  S a t u r d a y ,  D e c e m b e r  3 ,  a t  M r .  
a n d  M r s .  R o b i n s o n ’ s  h o m e , 1 5 0  
S u b u r b a n  R o a d ,  S o u t h  P e r t h .  
H .Q . is  a s k i n g  a l l  C a m p a i g n e rs  
t o  h e lp  t h i s  d r i v e  f o r  fu n d s  s o  a s  
t o  e n a b l e  H e a d q u a r te rs  t o  c a r r y  
o n  t h e  w o r k  o f t h e  c a m p a i g n  
m o r e  e f f i c i e n t l y .  P r o d u c e  o f a l l  
d e s c r i p t i o n s  is  r e q u i r e d ,  b e s i d e s  
d r e s s e d  d o l ls ,  fa n c y  w o r k ,  
v e g e t a b l e s ,  e t c .  G a m e s ,  
c o m p e t i t i o n s ,  a n d  o t h e r  
a t t r a c t io n s  a ls o  w i l l  m a k e  t h e  

The following extracts are from 
the report in the Benalla Standard 
of November 1:

Mr. S. C. Layton presided.
The chairman, introducing Dr. 

Dale, said that the meeting was 
sponsored by the Benalla branch of 
the United Electors of Australia. 
He had a deep conviction that no 
citizen to-day could lead a Robinson 
Crusoe existence, but had to be 
vitally concerned not only with col-
lective security, but collective pros-
perity.

Dr. Dale said he understood that 
there was a group of people in 
Benalla who considered that the pre-
sent state of affairs was extremely 
unsatisfactory. Our Western civili-
sation was in a very precarious posi-
tion, and had just postponed a war 
by the skin of its teeth. No one was 
under any misapprehension as to  
what war would mean, and that it 
would send them deep down into the 
pit.

Who is Boss?
"Who was boss in this country?", 

Dr. Dale asked. Australia still had 
democracy, and he for one did not 
want to go Fascist, nor did he want 
Communism; but he wanted to see 
democracy operating. It was not the 
hand that rocked the cradle which 
ruled the world, but the hand which 
held the money bags. You must 
have money to live. Who control-
led the supplies of money? Was it 
Government? No. If the Government 
was asked for money to attend to 
children's teeth they would be told 
they had no money; but in war t ime 
it was different—all the money that 
was needed was available.

Fear and Poverty
The outstanding things in the 

world to-day were the existence of 
fear and poverty in an age of plenty. 
For the first time in history there 
was a surplus of food, clothing and 
building materials: the essentials of 
life. This had been brought about 
by the amazing development of 
science. In the depths of the recent 
depression everything a human being 
needed was available in plenty, yet 
people had to tighten their belts to 
live. There was really no occasion 
to go without. If supplies happened 
to be short in one particular place, 
there was plenty in other parts of 
the world, and transport was cheap. 
Yet in the richest countries of the 
world children were going without 
the essentials of health.

The British Dominions and 
America were the richest countries 
in the world, but in them there were 
tens of thousands of children with-
out the necessities to properly build 
their bodies. The medical profession 
was largely to blame, because it had 
only just started to talk about this 
phase of the matter. Without the 
necessary materials, babies could not 
develop, just as a building could not 
be erected without the proper 
materials. Many thousands of our 
children in Australia are suffering 
from deficiency, which made them 
susceptible to disease.

In Australia there are thousands 
of people not getting a sufficient diet, 
Dr. Dale said. A very large propor-
tion of the people in Melbourne 
were miserably fed, in an age of over-
production, when they did not know 
what to do with the food produced.

Due to Science
Wealth came from the earth   and

was worked on with the aid of 
science. The people who owned the 
land drew a share, by virtue of their 
ownership; but the land was no more 
productive as such. The people who

fun. All gifts can be sent to Mrs. 
Robinson, 150 Suburban Road, South 
Perth. All country friends are asked to 
help as far as lies in their power.

 worked were entitled to a share, but 
it was not because they worked 
harder that the pile was getting big-
ger. No; the size of the pile was 
due to science. When God made 
man he was just as good or bad as 
be was to-day, but he had no science. 
Then be began to discover things, 
and gradually increased his power. 
He doubled his power when he 
domesticated animals. To-day there 
were thousands of machines and en-
gines exploiting some power. If the 
human being had doubled his power 
by domesticating animals, how much 
had he increased it by the inventions 
of to-day?

Science, Dr. Dale said, was in the 
common ownership of everyone, and 
every person was entitled to his 
share of its benefits—the man who 
owned the land, the man who 
worked it, and the whole community, 
which owned science. It did not 
matter what Government was in, the 
people should demand the abolition 
of poverty. It  could be done. It 
was not for the people to say how it 
was to be done. That was a job for 
experts. The people must take 
charge, and become a democracy, 
which was a state of government 
which resides in, and is exercised by, 
the people as a whole. But it was 
the person who controlled money 
who controlled government. There-
fore, before they went Fascist or 
Communist, let them give demo-
cracy a chance. Let them tell the 
Government what they wanted, and 
get it. In the words of a famous 
man, science had repeated on a 
grand scale the miracle of the loaves 
and fishes, but they were not being 
distributed. Those loaves and fishes 
had to be distributed, and it could 
done through democracy.

The U.E.A.
There is no use carrying on as we 

are, Dr. Dale concluded. The old 
business was not good enough, and 
we should try something new—try 
democracy. This would be a most 
interesting experiment, which had 
never yet been tried. Let the people 
get together and let their member 
know that they were watching him 
and demanding things. Members of 
Parliament were astounded at re-
ceiving demands from the electors, 
they had been so used to simply vot-
ing the party ticket. He asked his 
hearers to treat the matter seriously, 
and to act up to their rights.

In reply to a question, Dr. Dale 
said it was not for the electors to 
say how the trouble should be cured. 
Opinions were so diverse that, if 
they attempted to say that a cure 
should be attempted in a certain way, 
the movement would break up. The 
cure rested in control of the mone-
tary system, and the actual technique 
of the bookkeeping system to be 
adopted should rest with experts.

Changing the Horse
When it was suggested that there 

were too many changes of govern-
ment in Australia for any continuous 
policy to be tried out, Dr. Dale said 
the trouble was that they changed 
the horse, but not the jockey.

Before the meeting closed, with a 
vote of thanks to the speaker, moved 
by the Rev. C. M. Kennedy, and 
seconded by Mr. A. McIntosh, it 
was announced that the United Elec-
tors of Australia had developed a 
plan of action, known as the "Elec-
toral Campaign," which was de-
signed to bring sufficient pressure to 
bear on Parliament to make certain 
of getting the results all Australians 
wanted and knew to be possible. 
The success of this campaign 
depended entirely on a large 
enough number of electors doing 
their small share of the work. All 
interested were asked to get in 
touch with the Benalla group of the 
U.E.A. through the president (Rev. 
L.E. Wilkinsen), secretary (Mr. A. 
C. Russell), or treasurer (Mr. T. La 
Peyre.)

SUCCESSFUL MEETING AT BENALLA 

Address by Dr. John Dale
A big crowd assembled on Sunday afternoon, October 30, at
the Memorial Hall   to hear an   address   by   Dr.   John   Dale,
Health Officer for the City of Melbourne, under the auspices

of the Benalla branch of the United Electors of Australia.
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