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In t e r n a t io n a l  p r e s t ig e ,  a b o u t  
w h ic h  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  s o  m u c h  
ta lk  o f  la t e , is  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  
d e s i r a b le  a n d  s o u l - s a t i s f y i n g  
t h i n g s  t h a t  o n e  c a n  h a v e .  I t  
i s  a s  th e  w in e  o f  t h e  g o d s ,  e n -
a b l in g  o n e  t o  s w in g  a lo n g  w i t h  
l ig h t ,  b l i th e so m e  s te p , h e a d  h e ld  
h ig h , w h i l e  th e  w h i t e  m a n 's  b u r -
d e n  r e s t s  a s  e a s i l y  o n  i t s  b e a r e r  
a s  a  h a v e r s a c k  o n  t h e  s h o u ld e r  
o f  a  h i k e r .  I n  f a c t ,  t h e  o n l y  
d r a w b a c k  t o  in te rn a t io n a l p re s t ig e  
is  th a t  on e can 't ea t  it .

W e  h a v e  t h e  l a r g e s t  c i t y  i n  
t h e  w o r l d ,  t h e  g r e a t e s t  e m p i r e ,  
w e  h a v e  w o n m o s t w a r s  o f  a n y  
im p o r ta n c e  s in c e  t h e  d e a th  o f  
H a r o ld  a t  H a s t i n g s ,  t h e  s u n  
n e v e r  s e t s  o n  u s ,  a n d  n o w —
t o  a d d  t o  o u r  l is t  o f  su p e r la t iv e s ,  
w e  a r e  g iv e n  c re d it  b y  a n  A m e -
r ic a n  p u b l ic a t io n  f o r  h a v in g  T H E  
s lu m  e m p i r e  o f  t h e  w o r ld .  W h a t  
a n  h o n o u r !

The Heart of Empire
O th e r    c ou n tr ie s    h a v e    s lu m s , 

o f   c ou rse , bu t fo r   s ize , at   le a st,  
th ere   is   noth in g    in    the   w orld   to  
c o m p a re     w ith     L o n d o n , w h e re  
so m e  8 0 %  o f    a    p o p u la t io n    o f  
n in e    m ill io n    a re   in     re c e ip t   o f  
an     in c om e   o f    u n d e r    4 5 /- p e r  
w ee k .        In       1 93 6 , w h e n     th e 
M e a n s  T e s t  w a s  w o r k i n g  a t  f u l l  
p r e s s u r e , 1 0 %  o f  B r it a in 's  
p o p u la t io n     w a s   re c e iv in g    le ss    
th a n  1 0 / -  p e r  w e e k ,  t h e ir  a v e r a g e  
e x p e n d i t u re  o n  f o o d  b e in g  4 / - ,  o r  
ab ou t    2 ½     pe r   m ea l.        T h a t 
re p re se n te d    4 ,5 0 0 ,0 0 0   m en , 
w om en  an d c h ild re n ; 2 0 % o f th e  
p o p u la t io n ,  r e p r e se n t in g 9 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0
(c on s id e ra b ly     m o re    tha n   
A u st ra lia 's  to ta l p o p u la t io n ,)   w e re  
in    rec eip t   o f le ss th an  1 5 /- pe r 
ca p ita pe r w e ek  on  food s ligh tly le ss  
th an  3 ½  d . pe r m ea l.

T a k in g  it th at th e n e x t s t r a t a  
re p re se n t in g  a    fu r th e r  2 0 %  o f  th e  
p o p u la t io n  w h o  l i v e d  i n  lu x u r y  
o n  a  f o o d  b u y in g  a v e r a g e  o f  8 / -
p e r  h e a d  p e r  w e e k ,  o r  n e a r l y  
4 ½ d .  p e r  m e a l ,  a r e  a b le  t o  b e  
f i l l e d ,  t h o u g h  n o t  n o u r i s h e d ,  i t  
m u s t  b e  a p p a r e n t  t h a t  3 0 % o f  
G re a t  B r i t a in 's  in h a b i ta n t s , 
1 3 ,5 0 0 ,0 0 0  in  a l l , a re  a c tu a l l y  
s t a r v in g .

How They Live
B e f o r e  w e  b r i n g  t h e  s t o r y  

h o m e ,  s o  t o  s p e a k ,  i t  m ig h t  b e  
a s  w e l l  t o  g o  in t o  t h e  m a t t e r  o f  
h o w  B r it a n n ia 's  s o n s  a n d  d a u g h -
te r s  m a n a g e  t o  k e e p  a l i v e  a t  a l l  
u n d e r  s u c h  c o n d it io n s , a ls o  h o w  
th e y  d ie , a s  m a n y  t h o u s a n d s o f  
t h e m  d o  e a c h  y e a r .  H e r e  i s  
o n e  c a s e .  A  n i n e t e e n - y e a r - o l d  
g i r l ,  o n e  o f  a  f a m i l y  o f  t h r e e  
w i t h  a  t o t a l  w e e k l y  i n c o m e  o f  
8 / 6  ( 5 / - r e n t ,  3 / 6  f o o d ) ,  d i e d .  
T h e  fu n e ra l w a s  s to p p e d  a n d  a n  
in q u e s t  o r d e r e d . T h e  c o r o n e r ' s  
j u r y  r e t u r n e d  a  v e r d i c t  t o  
t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  t h e  g i r l  h a d  
d i e d  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  
" U N I N T E N T I O N A L  N E G L E C T  
o n  th e p a r t  o f th e  p a r e n t s , "  t h a t
n e g l e c t  b e i n g  d u e  t o  
" I G N O R A N C E  A N D  
P O V E R T Y . "  W e  a r e  l e f t  t o  
i n f e r  t h a t  h a d  t h e  p a r e n t s  n o t  
b e e n  i g n o r a n t ,  t h e  g i r l  c o u l d  
h a v e  b e e n  k e p t  a l i v e  o n  h e r  
s h a r e  o f  t h e  w e e k l y  f o o d  b u d get.

W h i l e  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  E n g -
l a n d ' s  u n e m p l o y e d  i s  b a d ,  i t  
o f t e n  h a p p e n s  t h a t  t h o s e  w h o  
a r e  w o r k in g  a r e  e v e n  w o r se  o f f .  
A  p a y  s h e e t  sh o w in g  t h e  w a g e s  
p a id  t o  te n  m e n  f o r  a  fu l l  w e e k 's  
w o r k  i n  a  B i r m in g h a m  s t e e l  
w o r k s  s h o w s  a  t o t a l  a m o u n t  
p a i d  o f  £ 2 5 / 1 2 / 2 ,  t h e  w a g e s  
r a n g i n g f r o m  £ 5 /5 / -  d o w n  t o  
1 8 / 7 .   T h e  1 8 / 7  b e in g  p a i d  t o  
a n  u n s k i l l e d  l a b o u r e r  a g e d  2 3 .

N atu ra l ly ,  p e o p le      o n      su ch  
w a ge s  c a n n o t fe e d  th e m se lv e s  
p ro p e r ly  n o r , in  v ie w  o f th e fa ct th at  
th e  ren ta l o f  a  s lu m  ro om  in  a n  
E n g l ish  c ity — 1 0 /- to  1 3 /- p e r w e e k  
on  a n  a v e ra g e — is  h ig h , c an  th e y  
a ffo rd  d ec e n t a c c om m o d at io n . In  
fac t , it  is  n o t u n u su a l fo r tw o  
fam ilie s  to  sh a re  on e  ro o m .

How They Die
A  c o m p a r i s o n  b e t w e e n  t w o  

s u b u r b s  o f  G la s g o w — C a t h c a r t ,  
a  c o m f o r ta b le  m id d le  c la s s  s u -
b u r b ,  a n d  C a l t o n ,  a  w o r k in g -
c l a s s  s u b u r b — g iv e s  s o m e  i d e a  
o f  t h e  lo s s  o f  l i f e  d u e  t o  p o v e r t y .

I n  C a t h c a r t ,  2 7 , 0 0 0  p e o p l e  
l i v e  o n  a n  a r e a  o f  1 3 0 0  a c r e s ,  
w h i l e  C a l t o n ,  w i t h  a n  a r e a  o f  
3 3 3 ,  o n e -q u a r te r  o f  C a th c a r t 's ,  
h o u s e s  a  p o p u la t i o n  o f  3 4 ,0 0 0 .  
I n  C a t h c a r t  t h e  a v e r a g e  h o u s e  
s p a c e  fo r  e a c h  p e r so n  is  s ix t e e n  
y a r d s  b y  f if te e n , in  C a lto n  it  is  
seven  ya rd s b y  sev en .

O n e  p e r s o n  d ie s  e a c h  y e a r  t o  
e v e r y  1 0 0  l i v i n g  i n  C a t h c a r t .  
T w o  p e r s o n s  d ie  e a c h  y e a r  t o  
e v e r y  1 0 0  p e rs o n s l i v in g  in  C a l-
ton .

F i v e  i n f a n t s  u n d e r  o n e  y e a r  
o f  a g e  d ie  o u t  o f  e v e r y 1 0 0  b o rn  
in  C a th ca r t .  T h ir teen  i n f a n t s
u n d e r  o n e  y e a r  o f  a g e  d ie  o u t  o f  
e v e r y  1 0 0  b o r n  in  C a l t o n .  

T h e  c o m p a r a t iv e  d e a th s  f r o m  
re s p ira to r y  d is e a se s  i n  t h e  t w o  
s u b u r b s  a r e  f o u r  t o  o n e ,  a n d  
t h e  in f e c t i o u s  d i s e a s e  r a t io  is  
seven  to  on e .

S o ,  a t  t h e  h e a r t  o f  E m p ir e  w e  
h a v e  c o n d i t io n s  f a i r l y  
c o m p a r ab le w ith  th ose th at perta in  
in  poor, b e n ig h te d  C h in a  d u r in g  a  
fa m in e . T h e  o n ly  d i f f e re n c e  is  th a t  
w h e n  th e re is a  fa m in e  in  C h in a  
th e re is a s h o r t a g e  o f  g o o d s ,  
w h i l e  a  f a m in e  i n  E n g l a n d  
m e r e l y  m e a n s  a  s h o r t a g e  o f  
s o m e  s i l l y  l i t t le  f i g u r e s  a n d  b i t s  
o f  p a p e r .  T h e  m illio n s sta r v e ,  
w h i l e  a  s u p e r - a b u n d a n c e  o f  
f o o d  i s  s e p a r a t e d  f r o m  t h e m  b y  
a  b i t  o f  p l a t e - g la s s .

Where England Leads 
Australia Follows

As we intend to deal with actu a l   
co n d it io n s in    M e lb o u rn e  in  o u r  
n e x t  is  is su e , i t  is  n o t  in te n d e d  t o  
g o  i n to  d e t a i l  o f  o u r  l o c a l  
p o v e r t y  i n  t h i s  a r t i c l e ,  b u t  i t  
m ig h t  b e  p o in t e d  o u t  t h a t  d u r -
in g  t h e  p a s t  f e w  m o n th s  s e v e r a l  
p e o p le  in  M e lb o u rn e  a lo n e  h a v e  
b e e n  p ic k e d  u p  in  th e  s t r e e t s  
a n d  ta k e n  to  h o sp it a l in  a  d y in g  
c o n d i t io n  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  s t a r v a -
t i o n ,  w h i l e  t h o u s a n d s  ( m e n ,  
w o m e n  a n d  c h i ld r e n )  h a v e  d ie d  
w h o  w o u l d  n o t  h a v e  d ie d  h a d  
t h e y  b e e n  a b le  t o  a f f o r d  p r o p e r  
f o o d  a n d  d e c e n t  l iv in g  q u a r te rs . 

T h e  f o l lo w in g  e x t ra c t s f r o m  a  
re c e n t M e lb o u rn e  H era ld  re p o r t ,  
w h i c h  c a r r i e d  t h e  h e a d i n g  
"B a b y d ie d  o f ba d fe e d in g ,"  a re  
i l lu m in a t in g .

" T h e  p a r e n t s  o f  a  c h i l d  a g e d  
se v e n  m o n th s  w h o , sa id  th e  c o ro -
n e r , h a d  d ie d  f ro m  th e e f fe c ts  o f  
e x h a u s t i o n  c a u s e d  b y  im p r o p e r  
f e e d in g ,  w e r e  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  
s t ro n g  c o m m e n ts  o n  th e ir  'd is -
g r a c e f u l  n e g le c t . '

" A d d r e s s in g th e  p a re n ts h e  
( t h e  C o r o n e r)  sa id  'I  h a v e  c o n -
s i d e r e d  t a k in g  f u r t h e r  a c t io n  
a g a in st  y o u , b u t  in  a l l th e  c i r -
c u m sta n c e s — I h a v e  in  m in d  t h a t  
y o u  h a v e  a  la r ge  fa m i ly  a n d  a  
L I M I T E D  I N C O M E — I  d o  n o t  
i n t e n d  t o  d o  s o ! "

Armaments and the 
Enemy

W h ile  o u r  p o p u la t io n  is sta rv in g  
ou r po lit ic ia n s a re ve ry  c on ce rn ed at  
o u r  lo s s  o f  p r e s t ig e  a s  a  r e su lt  o f  
o u r in a b i l it y  to  b a c k  u p  o u r a rg u -
m e n ts b y  fo rc e du r in g  a  re ce n t E u ro -
p e a n  c r is is ,  so  it  h a s  b e e n  a r ra n ge d  
to  spe n d som e th in g  l ike  s ix ty  m il lio n  
p o u n d s  o n  re a r m a m e n t .  W e  h a v e  
n o  dou bt th at th e re w ill sh o rt ly  be  a  
r e c u r r e n c e  o f  t h e  o l d  w a r - t im e  
p o ster , "E n g la n d (o r , in  ou r c a se , 
A u s t ra l ia )  "e x p e c t s  th a t  e v e ry  m a n  
th is  d a y  w i l l  d o  h is  d u t y ,”  w i t h ,  
u n d e rn e a th , th e  p ic tu re  o f  a  
re c ru it in g  s e r g e a n t w i t h  a  p o in t in g  
f in g e r , a n d  th e  c a p t io n , “ T h is  
m e a n s  y o u . ”  O u r  d a i ly  p re ss  w i l l  
b e  p a c k e d  w i t h  so b  s tu f f  a b o u t  
s a v in g  th e  w o m e n  a n d  c h i ld r e n , 
a n d  m a in ta in in g  o u r  p r e s t ig e .

W e l l,  w e  a r e f ig h t in g  t o  sa v e  t h e

women and children. We will do 
our duty. As a matter of fact, we 
have been doing it to the best of our 
ability for some considerable time. 
Our recruiting sergeant's finger is 
pointed at the baby-loving Billy and 
his friends in the legislature—The 
enemy is here; women and children 
are being killed. "Australia expects 
that every man this day will do his 
duty." That means YOU, Mr. Elec-

N a t io n a l h e a lt h  in su ra n c e  in  
A u stra lia  w a s a n t ic ipa te d  fo r m an y 
y e a r s  b e f o r e  t h e  B i l l  w a s  b r o u g h t  
b e f o re  P arliam ent. It had been  d is-
cu sse d o n  m an y o cca sion s b y po li-
t ic ian s a n d b y  th e  pro fe ssion . O c -
ca s io n a l th re ats  o f its in tro d u c t io n  
w ere m ad e, an d w ere m et b y m ild  
p r o t e s t s  o r  g e n t le  c r i e s  o f  a la r m .  
In  the cou rse o f t im e  m ed ica l m en  
b e c a m e  a c c u s to m e d  to  t h e  b o g y ,  
an d d e sp ite  th e  w a rn in g s  o f th e ir  
le a d e rs , ig n o re d  it . C o n se q u en t ly ,  
w h en th e B ill a t la st ca m e , th e an -
n ou n c em e n t o f it s p rov is io n s st ru ck  
l ik e  a  t h u n d e r b o l t .  T h e  p r o f e s s io n  
r e e le d  f o r  a  m o m e n t ,  t h e n  le a p t  
in t o  a c t i o n .     In  th e  e a r ly  h e a t th e  
features most discussed wereth ose that 
appea red m ost p rom in ently a n d  th ru st  
th e m s e lv e s  m o st v io len t ly  b efo re  
th e  o bse rv er . Almost every     
argument was concerned w ith  
m o n e y . L i t t le  w a s  sa id ,  e x c e p t  b y  
a  fe w  th o u g h t f u l  p e o p le , o f th e  
po ssib le  e ffe ct o f  pan e l p rac tice on  
pro fession a l m ora ls an d e ff ic ie n c y ,  
o r  o f  t h e  p o ss ib l e  v a lu e  o r  d a n g e r  
o f  n a t io n a l  h e a lth  in s u r a n c e  t o  t h e  
c o m m u n i t y ,  o r  o f  th e  n e ce ss ity  o r  
de s ira b ility  o f  a n y  f o rm  o f  n a t io n a l  
h e a lt h  in s u r a n c e  in  A u s t r a l i a .  
E v e n  th e  s c o p e  o f  s e r v ic e  
r e c e iv e d  s c a n t  m e n t io n . B u t  t h e  
f e a r  o f  r e d u c e d  in c o m e s  w a s n o t 
th e  o n ly  re a s o n  fo r  t h is  a t t i t u d e .  
T h e  B i l l  w a s  n o t  t r u l y  a  h e a l t h  
b i l l ;  i t  w a s  a  f i n a n c ia l  m e a s u re, 
b rou gh t in  by th e C om m o n w e a l t h  
T r e a s u r e r ,  n o t  t h e  M in ister for 
H e a l t h , a n d ,  s o  w e  b e l i e v e ,  w as     
de sign e d    p r im ar i ly  to  re lieve  th e  
G o v e rn m e n t  o f  i t s la r g e  
e x p e n d i t u r e  o n  p e n s io n s .  M o n e y  
w a s  it s  m a in  c o n s id e ra t io n .

A s  a  re su lt o f th e  p ro fe ssion 's  
p ro te s ta t io n s  a  R o ya l C o m m is s io n  
w a s  a p p o in te d  to  in q u ire  in to  c e r -
ta in  a spe ct s o f n a t io n a l h e a lth  in -
s u r a n c e . P a r t l y  a s a  r e su lt  o f  th e  
t y p e  o f  t h e  p r o fe s s io n 's p r o te s ta -
t io n s  a n d  p a r t ly  b e c a u s e  t h e  A c t  
w a s sp on so re d  b y  a  f in a n c ia l ra th e r  
th a n  a  h ea lth  e x pe rt , th e  te rm s o f  
referen ce o f th is C om m iss ion  are  
c on c e rn e d so le ly  w ith  m on e y m a t-
te rs— th e  re m u n e ration  o f m ed ica l  
p r a c t i t i o n e r s  u n d e r  t h e  A c t .  I t  
s e e m s t h a t  t o  a  f in a n c ia l  e x p e r t ,  
a n d , in d e e d , to  so m e  m e d ic a l m e n ,  
a l l  t h in g s  a p p e a r  m e a su ra b le  in  
p o u n d s,  sh i l lin g s  a n d  p e n c e .

N o w  th a t  th e  m o re  e x c i t a b le  
m e m b e r s o f  th e  p ro fe ss io n  h a v e  
b e c o m e  so b e re d  a n d  t h e  le ss  e x -
c i t a b le  h a v e  h a d  t im e  t o  t h in k ,  
m a n y a re  a sk in g  w h y  th e  C om m is -
s io n  is  n o t p re sen te d  w ith  b ro a d e r 
v ie w s on  th e n at ion a lly  im p ortan t 
fe a tu re s o f h ea lth  in su ra n c e . T h e  
an sw er is  in  th e te rm s o f re fere n c e.  
S t i l l ,  i t  i s  n o t  f o r  u s  t o  sa y  w h e -
th e r  a n y  p a r t ic u la r  e v id e n c e  is  o r  
is  n o t  a d m is s ib l e . I f  a  m a n  h a s  
s o m e th in g  o f  im p o r ta n c e  t o  s a y ,  
h e  s h o u ld  se e k  a n  o p p o r tu n it y  o f  
s a y in g  it  w h i le  t h e r e  is  s t i l l  t im e .  
M a n y  t h in g s  m u s t  b e  s a id ,  a n d  
m a n y  t h in g s  d o n e  b e f o r e  n a t io n a l  
in su r a n c e  w i l l  b e  a c c e p t a b le  t o  
t h e  p r o f e s s io n  in  A u s t r a l ia .  F o r  
t h e  p r o p e r  w o r k i n g  o f  a n y  s u c h  

tor and Mr. Politician.
With regard to our prestige, per-

haps it is as well that it isn't a 
necessary part of our diet.  If it 
were our people would suffer even 
greater disabilities as a result of 
malnutrit ion, for Europe has 
adopted France's coined phrase, 
"Perfidious Albion," and America, 
with good reason, has called us 
THE SLUM EMPIRE.

S c h e m e  th e    good -w ill    o f   th e     
p ro fess io n  m u st be  se cu re d .

It h a s b e en  o ff ic ia lly  a n n ou n c e d  
t h a t  t h e  h e a l t h  p r o v is i o n s  o f  t h e  
A c t  w i l l  n o t  c o m e  in to  o p e r a t io n  
u n t i l  M a y  1 9 3 9 . T h is  w i l l  g i v e  
t im e  f o r  t h e  f o r m u la t i o n  o f  a  
s c h e m e  th a t  w i l l b e  a c c e p ta b le  t o  
th e n a tion  a n d th e pro fess ion  a like . 
M a sse s  o f  d a ta  a r e  a v a i la b le  n o w  
th a t w e re u n o b ta in a b le  b e fore th e  
d r a f t in g  o f  t h e  B i l l .  I f  t h e  F e d e ra l  
E xe cu t iv e o f th e B r it ish  M e d ic a l 
A sso c iation  w e re to m e et th e 
G o v e r n m e n t  n o w , i t s  m e m b e r s  
w ou ld be provided w ith su ffic ient 
i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  e n a b le  t h e m  t o  
d i s c u ss n at ion al h e alth  in suran ce  on  an  
equ al foo tin g w ith  th e G overn m ent 's  
e x p e r t s . Fo rm e r l y  th e y  h a d  n o  
r e p l y  t o  t h e  e x p e r t s '  a r g u m e n t s .  
T h e y s tate d  th e c a se fo r th e  
p ro fession , bu t w e re un ab le to  
s u b s t a n t i a t e  t h e i r  c l a im s .  T h e y  
h a d  t o  a c c e p t  a s  c o r r e c t  t h e  f ig u r e s  
a n d  s ta te m e n ts  p re se n te d  to  t h e m ;  
f o r  t h e y  t h e m s e l v e s  h a d  n o n e . 
A n d  it  w a s  o n  th e se  f ig u re s  a n d  
s ta te m e n t s  t h a t  t h e  B i l l w a s  b a se d .  
N o w  is  t h e  t im e  f o r  t h e  Fe de ra l 
C ou n c i l to  c o lla b o rate w ith  th e  
C om m on w ea lth  D e partm e n t o f  
H e a lt h , th e  h e a lt h  d e p a r tm e n ts  o f  
th e  v a r io u s  S ta te s , a n d  o th e r  in -
f o rm e d  b o d ie s , in  th e  e v o lu t io n  o f  
a  s c h e m e  o f  h e a lth  in su ra n c e  th a t  
w ill be a  tru e  he a lth  in su ra n ce, de -
s i g n e d  f o r  t h e  w e l f a r e  o f  t h e  
p o ore r p e o p le , an d in c lu d in g  in  its  
s c o p e  n o t  m e r e l y  a  f e w  s e r v ic e s  
fo r th e w a g e  e a rn e r , bu t g o o d  g en e r a l  
s e rv ic e s  f o r  t h e  u n e m p lo y e d  an d  
th e  un em p lo ya b le a n d fo r th e 
b r e a d w in n e r  a n d  h i s  d e p e n d a n ts .

It  m a y re a so n a b ly  b e  d o u b te d  
w h e th e r  n a t io n a l h e a lt h  in s u r a n c e  
i s  r e q u i r e d  i n  A u s t r a l i a .  I f  w e  
m u s t  h a v e  i t ,  le t  i t  b e  i n  su c h  a  
fo rm  th a t  it  w i l l g iv e  u s  c a u se  fo r  
p r id e  a n d  w i l l b e  a  c re d it  t o  o u r  
n at ion .

P la n s  fo r  t h e  s u b s id i s e d  e x p o r t  
o f  1 0 0  m i l l io n , b u sh e l s  o f  w h e a t  
ha ve be en c om p leted b y  the U .S .A .  
D e p a r tm e n t o f  A g r ic u ltu re . It  h a s  
b e e n  e s t im a te d  t h a t  n e a r l y  o n e -
th ir d  o f  A m e r i c a n  f a m i l i e s  h a v e  
n o t e n o u g h  to  e a t ,  ju d g e d  b y  m o d -
e rn  s ta n d a r d s .

* * *
" W e m a y be ab le to  d o  st il l m ore  

d u r i n g  t h e  n e x t  t w o  y e a r s  t h a n  
in  th e  f ir s t  th re e  y e a r s  o f  o f f ic e ." -
Premier Aberhart.

O U R    SL U M    E M P IR E

M E D I C A L  J O U R N A L  O N  N A T I O N A L
IN SU R A N C E

"Financial Measure—Not a Health Bill"

''Designed   to   Relieve   Government   of   Pensi ons
Expenditure"

T h e  fo l low in g  i s  an  e d ito r ia l, u n d er  th e  h ea d in g , "N a t ion a l H ea lth  
In su ra n ce  In  A u stra lia ,"  a p p ea ring  in  " T h e  M ed ica l J ou rn a l of  A u s-
tra l ia "  o f  N o ve m b er  2 6 .

New Times
SH O PPIN G  

G U ID E
and Business 

Directory
PATRONISE THESE

ADVERTISERS. 
Their     advertisement     helps 

your paper.   Say you saw it in the 
"New Times."

GENERAL
ELECTRO-PLATING—Nickel, Sil -
ver and Chromium Plating. Highest 
Grade Work Only. W. R. SPEAK-
MAN, 69 Latrobe Street, Melbourne.
INDUSTRIAL ADHESIVES Pty. 
Ltd., 155 Yarra St. Cold Glues, 
Dextrine.
"LEUKOL." By far the most up-to -
date Toothpaste. No Toothache. 
No Extractions. No Pyorrhoea. 
30,000 packages sold without ad-
vertising. Send 2/-to W. Winford, 
183 Waterdale Rd., N.21.

MELBOURNE
ABBOTSFORD.

HOLLINS, A. R., 405 Victoria St. 
Motor Repaint of all kinds. J 2047.

ALBERT PARK .
GROCERIES.   C. Paten (cor. Page 

& Boyd Sts.).   Wood, Coal & Coke. 
Orders called for and delivered.

ASCOT VALE.
A. J. AMESS, 390 Mi. Alexander Rd. 
(Next Tram Sheds.) Motor Garage. 
Just   Price   Discount—Repairs   and 
Supplies.

AUBURN.
BLACK CAT LIBRARY and Ladies 
Hairdr. 639 Burw'd Rd. Haw. 1779

BLACKBURN.
"A GRADE MOTOR ENGINEERS 
Station Garage, Whitehorse Road. 
WX 1490.
HAIRDRESSER and Tobacconist, 
Ladies' and Gents.'. Wright, 122 
South Parade.
MOTOR  REPAIRS.  Straton's. 
Better  Service. Lower  Cost.  WX 
2748.
PAINTER, PAPERHANGER, etc. 
G. B. COLLIER, 8 Wolseley Cres.

BOX HILL.
ALL Electrical and Radio Needs. G. 
G. Foster, W'horse Rd. WX2681. 
BOOT REPAIRS. Work Guaranteed 
W. Tolley, 975 W'horse Road. BOX 
HILL FURNISHING CO. 247- 9 
Station St. Cash or Terms. CHAS. L. 
COX, TAILOR. Men's and Boys' 
Wear. 285 Station St. CHEMIST. F. 
Cheshire, For Your Prescriptions. 270 
Station Street. COOL DKINKS, 
Sweets, Smokes. R. Dannock, 1124 
Whitehorse Road. CYCLE SHOP and 
Oxywelding. "Alwin" Station St., 
South of Rly. DRAPERY. For Smart 
Styles and a Fair Deal, TAIT'S 
Corner Stores
DRESSMAKER.   Mrs. Evans. 
Station St., opp. Baptist Church.
ELECTRICAL  & RADIO.   Holli day.  
Opp Stn. Sales, Repairs. WX 8677.
FURNITURE REMOVERS.
Gill Bros., 254 Station St. WX2073
GROCER, W. M. Anderson, 14 Main 
St.  WX 1233.
HAIRDRESSER  and  Tobacconist.
L. Larsen, Station St., opp. Gilpin's.
ICE & FUEL.   J. Underwood.
440 & 770 Station Street.    WX 2547.
IRONMONGER & SPORTS 
STORE F. P. Park, 10 Main St. 
WX1290.
MARS LAUNDRY CO.  WX 2662
Pick up & Deliver. Quality G'teed. 
RENNIE'S BLUE TAXIS. WX1946 City 
Prices. Day and Night Service 
TAILOR, J. G. Penson, 227 Station 
Street. Suits Hand Made from 95/-. 
W. A. MOODY, 1014 W'horse Rd. 
Fruit, Vegetables Delivered Daily. 
WATCHMAKER and  Jeweller. 
Barnes. 32 Main Street Repairs.

BRUNSWICK .  
"FAMOUS     FOR     BEAUTIFUL 
WAVES."    Miss Townsend, 42 Syd-
ney Road.    FW 1986.
G. W. TOWNSEND. Your Hairdresser 
and Tobacconist is at 46 Sydney 
Road. Look for the Neon Sign.

CAMBERWELL
SPORTS DEPOT & Leather Goods. 
E. Goslin, 777 Burke Rd. Haw. 4900

(Continued on page 3.)

NOTICE
In  fu tu re th e telep h on e n u m -

b e r  o f  t h e  " N e w  T i m e s "  w i l l  
b e  M U  2 8 3 4 .

T h e  “ N e w  T i m e s”  O f f i c e  
w i l l  b e  lo c a te d  a t  M c E w a n  
H o u s e ,  3 4 3  L i t t le  C o l l in s  
S t r e e t  (F i f t h  F lo o r ) .

T h e  p o sta l  a d d r e s s  w i l l  
r e m a in  u n a l te r e d — B o x  1 2 2 6 , 
G .P .O .  M e lb o u r n e . 



D e m o c r a c y     is     no t    re a d y     fo r  
N a t io n a l I n s u r a n c e .     H e n c e  I  h a v e  
s h e lv e d  ind e f i n i te l y  m y  s c h e m e  fo r  
e ns u r in g    i n s u r a nc e .      F ir s t    th i ng s  
f ir s t.    I ns u r a n c e  c o m p a n ie s  w i l l  no t  
i n s u re    s i x    p e o p le     (p a r d o n)  s ic k  
p e o p le .     T h e re f o r e  t h e  n a t io n  c a n 't  
b e  i n s u r e d  t i l l  w e  h a v e  m a d e  i t  f i t  -
w h e re    i t    b e lo n g s .      W h a t    i t    is  
m a d e  t o  f i t  I  n o w  p r o p o s e  t o  
e x p l a i n .     B u t  m i n d ,  i t 's  o n l y  f o r  
c i r c u la t io n  a m o ng s t   t h e   In ne r    
C a b ine t .

Mixed Vitamins
I h a v e  k n o w n  f o r  a  lo n g  t im e  

th a t th e  p e o p le  w o u ld  no t f i t— w e r e  
n o t f it .      H a rd ly    o ne    c o u ld    s ta nd  
up  t o  a  d a y ’ s  m a rc h ,  o r  c a r r y  a  g u n .      
I t ’ s  t h e ir  o w n  fa u lt .      T h e y  w i l l  m ix  
th e i r  v i t a m in s  l ik e  c o c k ta i ls .      N o    
D    v ita m in     sh o u ld    b e  ta k e n  w i t h  
a n y  B  v i t a m i n ,  a n d  v i c e  v e r s a .     
B u t  I  m u s t n 't  g e n e r a l i se  o r  
d o g m a tise .      I    be l ie ve     th a t    D e -
m o c ra c y , lik e    w ate r, a lw a ys    f ind s it s  
o w n  le v e l.

N e v e r t h e le s s ,  I  f i n d  i t  n e c e s s a r y  
to  g i v e  D e m o c r a c y  a  b o n e  t o  p i c k  
— i.e . , a    sc h e m e , p la n , e c o no m y , th a t  
w i l l  p r o v id e  a  N a t io n a l  p la c e  f o r  
e a c h    u n it  o f  p o p u la t io n    t o  f it  in to .  
H e n c e  th e  te r m ,  N a t i o n a l  F i t n e s s .

I  h o p e  I 'm  n o t  t o o  l a t e  w i t h  t h i s
s c h e m e .      D i ve r s    d ise a se s    sh o w    a
m a rk e d  u p w a r d  t re n d .      S i n c e  th e
r i s e  o f    u ne m p lo y m e n t   d u r in g    th e
u n f o r tu na te  D e p re ss io n ,  no w  h a p p i l y
o v e r ,  p s it t a c o s is    (p a rr o t   d ise a se )
i s  o n  th e  i n c r e a s e .     T h i s  i s  d u e  t o  
th e  fa c t  t h a t  t h e  u n e m p lo y e d
s i t ,  s i t ,  s i t — o r ,  t o  u s e  a  m e t a p h o r  
w h ic h  g a ve  th e c o m p la in t   its    n o m  
d e  p lu m e—th e y  pe rc h .

  N o w  i t  is  im p o s s i b le  t o  b e  p e r -
p e r f e c t ly  f i t ,  u n le s s  a l l  o r  b o th  o f  
t w o  t h i n g s  o c c u r .     T h e  f i r s t  i s :  
M a k e  a  h o le  t o  f i t  a  m a n ;  t h e  
s e c o n d  i s  l i k e  u n t o  i t ,  o n l y  
d if f e r e n t :  M a k e  a  m a n  t o  f i t  a  h o le .  
T h e  la t te r  is  t h e  o n l y  N a t io n a l w a y  
o f  a c h ie v ing    N a tio na l   F itne ss

Two Public Utilities 
Must Help

T h e  o n ly  w a y  to  d o  th i s  i s  t o  
i n a u g u r a te      a      N a t io na l    F i t ne ss  
C a m p a ig n    fo r  P ro m o t ing    P h y s ic a l 
J e rk s . F o r  th i s  i t  w i l l  b e  n e c e s s a r y  
t o  u s e  t w o  p u b l i c  u t i l i t i e s :  —  ( a )  
T h e    R a d io ;   ( b )  T h e    P r e s s  G a n g .   
T h e  R a d io  c a n  b e  a b u s e d  
( c o r r e c t io n  —  fo r      " a b u se d ”  re a d  
“u se d " )  t o  a r o u s e  t h e  s le e p e r    ( i f  
a n y ) : a n d ,  i f  n e c e s s a r y ,  s h o c k  h i m  
i n t o  j e r k s .     I f  t h i s  f a i l s ,  t h e  P r e s s  
G a n g  c o m e s  i n  a n d  je r k s  h i m  i n t o  
s h o c k s .   B r i l l ia n t l y    w r i t te n     s ta r -
t i c le s p r o v e  a    N a t io n a l p a n ic  c a n  b e  
c a us e d    b y    re a l ist ic    b ro a d c a st s    o f  
in v a s io n    f ro m     o r     b y    a no th e r  
p la ne t  o r  n e th e r  w o r ld .    ( A p ro p o s  o f  
n o th ing , I    u nd e r s ta nd    a    B r it ish  
T r a d e    D e le g a t io n    is    
c o n te m p la t i n g a  to u r  o v e r -a i r  t o  
e x p lo r e  e v e r y  a i r -v e n u e    o n  th e    
c h a n c e  o f  l i g h t i ng  o n  a  ne w  m a r k e t  
b e y o n d  F a r  E a s t . )

N o w    t h e    p a r t    p la y e d    b y    t h e  
P r e s s  G a ng     is     im p o r ta n t .      
D e m o c r a c y  h a s h a d  so  m a n y  s h o c k s

o v e r  t h e  a i r  t h a t  i t  d o e s n ' t  a n y  
l o n g e r  g e t  s h o c k s  o v e r  th e  a i r  u n -
l e s s  i t ' s  p r e s s e d  i n t o  s a y i n g  i t ' s  
h a d  s h o c k s  o v e r  th e  a ir .  O th e r w ise  
D e m o c ra c y  m e re ly  sh a k e s it s  ta w n y  
h e a d  a n d  s a y s :  " A n o t h e r  n e w  
ja z z  e f f o r t  .  .  . .  T h e y  t h i n k ,  w e  
th i n k ,  I  t h i n k  t h e  P r e s s  G a n g  w i l l  
n o t  n e e d  p r e s s i n g  i n t o  t h i s  N a -
t i o n a l  s e r v i c e .  A m e n . "

V e r y  w e l l ,  t h e n .  A n  h o u r ' s  
s o l i d  p h y s i c a l  j e r k s  b e f o r e  w a k -
i n g ,  a n o t h e r  o n  r i s i n g .  R e p e a t .  I t  
i s  a d v i s a b le  t o  e x e r c i s e  f o r  a b o u t  
4 5  m i n u te s  e a c h  h a lf  h o u r ,  a n d  a  
l i t t l e  e x e r c i s e  b y  w a y  o f ,  a n  
a p p e tise r  be fo re  m e a ls , w h ic h  sh o u ld , 
p r e f e r a b ly ,  b e  r e p la c e d  b y  f a s ts .  I f  
t h i s  i s  d i f f i c u l t  a t  f i r s t ,  t h e n  l i g h t  
m e a l s ,  p r e f e r a b l y  o n c e  a  d a y  o r  
l e s s .  A n  a r m y  m a r c h e s  o n  i t s  
s to m a c h ; b u t  i f  t h e  s to m a c h  i s  
o v e r l o a d e d ,  t h e  m a r c h i n g  i s  a p t  
t o  b e  b u m p y .

T h i s  b r i n g s  m e  b a c k  t o  t h e  
q u e s t io n  o f  d ie t .  M o s t  p e o p le  e a t  
m u c h  to o  m u c h .  T h e r e  is  a  c o n -
s id e ra b le  le a k a g e  o f  fo o d  to  th e  
u ne m p lo ye d , w h o , no t h a v in g  d o n e  
a ny th ing  to  w h e t  th e  a p p e t i te ,  sh o u ld  
h a ve  n o  a p p e t i t e . 'T is  s a id  th a t i f  a  
m a n  s h a l l  n o t  w o r k ,  n e i t h e r  s h a l l  
h e  e a t .  I t 's  n o t  t h e  p r i c e  ( s o r r y , —
p r iz e )  th a t m a k e s  th e  ra c e  w o r t h  
ru nn ing --it 's  t h e  e f f o r t ,  t h e  s t r a in in g ,  
s tr iv i ng , m u sc le s  t a u t,  fa c e s  
t w i t c h i n g ,  s t o m a c h s  e m p t y ,  a n d  
th e n  th e  f i n a l sp r in t  u p  th e  s t r a ig h t .  
I f  t h e r e ' s  n o  p r i z e ,  n o  b u t t e r e d  
b u n ,  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  j u d g e 's  
b o x , is n 't  i t  s t i l l  s u p r e m e l y  w o r th  
w h i le ?  D e m o c r a c y  w a n t s  b u n s  
w i t h  b r e a d  a n d  b u t t e r .  I t  s h o u l d  
le a r n  t o  w a n t  g u n s  i n s t e a d  o f  b u t -
te r .

A D—- Sick Notion
W e 'r e    o n l y    a    D    s ic k    N a t io n

( e r r a tu m — f o r  " D  s ic k "  r e a d  " D  6 " )
W e  c a n ' t  b e  A l  t i l l  e v e r y  m a n  i s
f i t ,  m a y  f i t ,  m u s t  f i t .     L i k e  e v e r y -
th ing  e lse  it ’s  a  m o ra l   q ue st io n . T h e  
D  6 - e r s  a r e  D  6  b e c a u s e  o f  f la b b y  
m o r a ls .  T h e y  r e f u s e  to  w o r k  tw e n t y -
f o u r  h o u r s  a  d a y  i f  ne ce ssa r y ,  lo o k in g  
fo r  w o r k .  T h e y  s it  o n    t h e ir  psitta cosis, 
and     live     o n    d o le s,. P h y s ic a l  
f i t ne ss  d e p e nd s  o n  th e  e f f o r t  t o  ea r n  
o ne ’s   sa lt , o th e rw ise o ne ’s ca k e is  
do u g h ; i t  d e p e nd s  o n  c o n t in u a l 
s tr iv i ng  t o  r e a c h  t h e  u n a t ta i na b le —
e ve r y o n e    k no w s    th a t , w e  h a v e  
p le n t y  f o r  e v e r y o n e  t o  e a t ,  w e  
h a v e  t o  e x p o r t  t h e  s u r p l u s  t o  
o t h e r  n a t i o n s ,  a n d  t h e y  h a v e  t o  d o  
t h e  s a m e .  ( W h a t  t h e  l a s t  n a t i o n  
d o e s  w i t h  i t  I  d o n ' t  k n o w ) . B u t  
i t 's  t h e  m o r a l  d i s c ip l i n e  th a t  m a k e s  
u s  f i t  w h e r e  w e  b e lo n g .  T h e  no n -
s ta y e r s  a re  no n -s t a r t e r s .  
O b v i o u s l y ,  i f  t h e y  f a i l  to  re a c h  
th e  h o le  th e y  sh o u ld  f it  i n , t h e y 'd  f a i l  
t o  f i t  i n  i t  i f  t h e y  g o t  th e r e .  T h is  i s  
t r u e  s u r v i v a l  o f  t h e  f i t t e s t — o f  
t h o s e  f i t  t o  d e f e n d  t h e  Nation.

M y  sc he m e  a p p l ie s e q ua l l y  to  
ju ve ne sce n ts, a d o l e s c e n t s ,  a nd  
s e n e s c e n t s .  C o - o p e r a t i o n  i s  s o -
l i c i t e d .  I t  h a s  b e e n  o f f e r e d  b y :  
N a t io n a l P o st -h o le -d ig g e rs ' A s s o c . ,  
T h e  A s s o c ia te d  S h o o t in g  G a lle r ie s ,  
A t h l e t i c  S i n g l e t  M a n u f a c t u r i n g  
C o . ,  S p o r t i n g  G o o d s  M a n u f a c t u r -
e r s ,  G a s  C o m p a n ie s  a n d  P o w d e r  
P u f f  M a n u f a c t u r e r s .

A s a  s ta r t ,  I p r o p o s e  to  p r o v id e  
s w im m ing  p o o ls  f o r  e ve r y o ne ,  b y  
d ig g i n g  c a n a l s  f r o m  th e  s e a - b o a r d  
to  th e  C o m m o n w e a lth  B a nk  B o a r d ,  
v ia  th e  I n n e r  C a b in e ts .  T h is  w i l l  
p r o v id e  w o rk ,  a nd  a ls o  a  h id d e n  
a n c h o r a g e  w h e r e  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  
F le e t c a n  f lo a t u n -a r m e d  ( so r r y , —
u n h a r m e d )  sh o u ld  a n y  e n e m y  d ro p  
i n .  I t  c o u ld  a l s o  p o p  o u t  a n d  s u r -
p r is e  'e m  a n d  t h e n  p o p  b a c k  a g a i n  
a n d  s h u t  t h e  d o o r .  T h a t  w o u l d  
d e f e n d  t h e  F le e t ,  t h e  I n n e r  C a b i -
n e t s  a n d  t h e  B a n k  B o a r d .

J u s t  a  m i n u t e .  H e r e ’ s  
D e m o c r a c y  w a n t i n g  t o  h a v e  a  
s a y .  B u t  w h a t  o n  e a r t h  c a n  I  s a y  
t i l l  I ’ v e  m a d e  D e m o c r a c y  f i t - - - - ?

W e l l ,  i t  se e m s  a l l  se t t le d  t h a t  
A u s t r a l i a  w i l l  s o o n  b e  f i g h t i n g  i n  
th is ne x t w a r  th a t is  g o i ng  to  m a k e  
D e m o c r a c y  s a f e  f o r  t h e  W o r ld .

D a i l y  w e  r e a d  o f  p la n s ,  p r o -
g ra m m e s ,  c o n f e re nc e s,  d i sc u ss io n s,  
o r g a n i s a t i o n ,  r e o r g a n i s a t i o n ,  o f  
n e w  p o s t s  c r e a t e d ,  m e n  a p p o i n t e d  
t o  t h e m .  T h e  o n l y  t h i n g  y e t  t o  
b e  d e c id e d ,  i t  s e e m s ,  i s  w h e r e  t h e  
w a r  i s  t o  b e  f o u g h t .  O n e  p u b l i c  
m a n  t e l ls  u s  o u r  r e a l  f ro n t i e r  is  
S ing a p o r e ,  a no th e r  sa y s  it  i s  t h e  
M e d ite r r a ne a n ,  a nd  y e t a n o t h e r  a s -
s u r e s  u s  t h a t  i t  i s  i n  t h e  " F a r  
E a s t "  s o m e w h e r e .

Keeping in Step With 
England

B u t ,  h o w e v e r  m ix e d  t h e  g e o -
g r a p h y ,  a l l  se e m  a g r e e d  th a t A u s -
t r a l i a  m u s t  " k e e p  i n  s t e p  w i t h  
E n g l a n d . "  S o  a c c o r d i n g l y  f r o m  
t h a t  c o u n t r y  w e  h a v e  i m p o r t e d  a  
k i n d  o f  s u p e r -d r i l l - s e r g e a n t  t o  g i v e  
u s  t h e  c o r r e c t  l e f t — r ig h t — le f t .

C e r ta in l y  h e  is  to  b e  c a l le d  " I n -
s p e c t o r  G e n e r a l . "  A n d  m o s t  l i k e -
l y  h e  w i l l  re c o m m e n d  th i s  t o w n  t o  
b e  f o r t i f ie d ,  s o m e  n e w  r a i lw a y  t o  
b e  b u i l t ,  i n s i s t  o n  a l l  c a m p  g a t e -
p o s ts  b e ing  w h ite w a sh e d , p e r h a p s  
a b o l i sh  s lo u c h  h a ts .

B u t ,  w r i t i n g  a s  a n  A u s t r a l i a n  
p r i v a t e  s o ld ie r  l e f t  o v e r  f r o m  t h e  
la st  w a r , I 'm  s u re  h e  w i l l  be  m o re  
c o nc e r ne d  a b o u t th e  w a y  th e  tr o o p s  
p r e s e n t  a r m s ,  h o w  th e y  sa l u te  o f -
f ic e r s ,  o r  d o n 't  s a l u t e  t h e m ,  w h e -
t h e r  s o m e  b u t t o n  o r  o t h e r  i s  u n -
d o ne — " S e e  to  i t ,  S e r g e a n t- M a jo r"  
— t h a n  a b o u t  t h i n g s  t h a t  t h e  a v e -
r a g e  A u s t r a l i a n  w o u l d  r e g a r d  a s  
m o r e  i m p o r ta n t .

S t i l l ,  t h e  B i g  D a y  w i l l  c o m e .  
T h e  A u s t ra l ia n  s o ld ie r y  w i l l  m a r c h  
p a s t th e  s a lu t i n g  b a se ,  b a n d s  p la y -
i n g ,  f l a g s  f l y i n g — " L e f t ,  r i g h t ,  
l e f t "  -  b a y o n e t s  f l a s h i n g  -  " E y e s  
r i g h t ,  e y e s  f r o n t " — c r o w d s  c h e e r -
ing .

" S p le n d id !  A  m a g n i f i c e n t  b o d y  
o f  m e n . I  i n d e e d  d e e m  it  a n  h o no u r  
to  c o m m a n d  s u c h  t r o o p s . "

Last Man, Last Shilling
A n d  t h e n — w e ll ,  a s  o u r  p o l i -

t ic ia n s  se e m  c o n v in c e d  th a t  
" A u s t r a l i a  w i l l  b e  t h e r e , ”  i t  w il l 
so o n b e :  " W e  d o n ' t  w a n t  t o  l o s e  
y o u ,  b u t  w e  t h i n k  y o u  o u g h t  t o  
g o . "  A n d ,  a  l i t t l e  l a t e r :  " T o  t h e  
l a s t  M a n  a n d  t h e  l a s t  S h i l l i n g . "

I t  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  b e  a l l  r i g h t  f o r  
t h e  s h i l l i n g .  T h e  la s t  w a r  p r o v e d  
th a t  t h e  s h i l l i n g s ,  a n d  t h e  p o u n d s  
to o ,  c o u ld  ta k e  c a r e  o f  t h e m s e l v e s .  
I n  f a c t, t h e y  i nc r e a s e d  a n d  " m u l -
t i p l i e d "  a s  n e v e r  b e f o r e .  B u t  i t  
w a s  d i f f e r e n t  w i t h  m e n .  T h e y  h a d  
a  w a y  o f  d im in is h i ng  in  n u m b e r s . 
I n d e e d ,  a t  t i m e s  i t  l o o k e d  a s  
th o u g h  t h e re  re a l l y  w o u ld  b e  a  la st  
m a n .  T h e  W a r  o f  A t t r i t i o n ,  a s  
t h e  B r i t i s h  H i g h e r  C o m m a n d  
te r m e d  i t ,  w o u ld  b e  w o n  b y  h i m .  
T h a t  w a s  t h e  w h o le  i d e a  b e h i n d  
t h e i r  s t r a t e g y ,  t h e y  s a i d .  T h e y  
s a w  h i m  s t a n d i n g  o n  t o p  o f  a  
t r e n c h ,  " S o m e w h e r e  i n  E u r o p e , "  
w i t h  1 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  G e r m a n  c o r p s e s  
o n o ne  s id e , a nd  1 0 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  A l l ie d  
c o r p s e s  o n  t h e  o t h e r .

No Crude Australian
H e  w o u ld ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  h a v e  b e e n  

n o  c r u d e  A u s t r a l ia n  s o ld ie r ,  b u t  a  
B r i t i s h  G u a r d s m a n  j u s t  b r o u g h t  
o v e r  f r o m  M il i ta r y  P o l ic e  d u ty  i n  
L e ic e s t e r  S q u a r e .  T h e r e  h e  w o u l d  
b e  s t a n d i n g ,  b u t t o n s  p o l i s h e d ,  
b a d g e s  sh in ing , e y e s  f i x e d  s tra ig h t 
a h e a d ,  a t  a t t e n t i o n  ( o r  p r e se n t i n g  
a r m s , I  f o r g e t  w h ic h ) , w h i le  th e  
W o m e n 's  A r m y  A u x i l i a r y  C o r p s  
b a n d  p l a y e d  t h e  G e n e r a l  S a l u t e  
a n d  " I t ' s  a  l o n g  w a y  t o  T i p p e r -
a r y . "  T h e n  h e  w o u l d  b e  p a id  o f f  
— 1 / -  f o r  t h e  d a y — w ith  th a t  la s t  
s h i l l i n g , a l l  t h e  o th e r  s h i l l i n g s  h a v -
i n g  t u r n e d  i n t o  p o u n d s  b y  t h e n !

Awaiting the Higher 
Command

But, of course we are concerned 
only with the last Australian. He had 
frozen to death while waiting for the 

British Higher C o m m a nd  to  c o m e  a nd  
in sp e c t h im  a f te r  t h e  A . I . F . 's  la s t  
b a t t le .  T h e r e  t h e y  f o u n d  h i m ,  e v e n  
i n  d e a t h ,  s ta nd in g  to  a tte n t io n , fa c e  
f r e s h ly  sh a ve n , b o o ts  a n d  ba d g e s  
p o l ish e d ,  c h i n - s t r a p  i n  p l a c e .  F o r  
b y  t h i s  t im e  h e  h a d  be c o m e  a  
p ro p e r ly  d isc ip l i n e d  s o ld i e r .  H e  h a d  
s a l u t e d  e v e r y  o f f ic e r  i n  th e  A l l i e d  
f o r c e s ,  na v a l a n d  m il i t a r y ,  a nd  m a n y  
G e r m a n  o f f ic e r  p r i s o n e r s  b e s id e s .  
H e  h a d  d o n e  g u a r d  a t  B u c k i n g h a m  
P a l a c e .  B u t  t h e r e ,  t h e  n i g h t  b e fo re  
h is  m a te s  h a d  b e e n  w ip e d  o u t.  W h e n  
th a t m a c h ine -g u n  s ta r te d  to  s w e e p  
t h e  t r e n c h ,  t h e y  h a d  n o t  b o b be d  
th e ir  h e a d s , be c a u se ,  " L ie u te n a n t  
h a s n 't  g i v e n  o rd e r ,  C h o o m ."

T h a t 's  w h a t  m i g h t  h a v e  h a p -
p e n e d  t o  t h e  l a s t  s o l d i e r .  A n d  I  
w a n t  t o  p r e v e n t  i t  h a p p e n i n g  t o  
t h e  n e x t  s o l d i e r .  I  w a n t  t o  s e e  
h i m  t a k e  h i s  g i r l  o u t  .  .  .  w i t h o u t  
b e i n g  t o ld  b y  s o m e  G r e n a d ie r  
g u a r d s m a n  t o  d o  u p  th e  to p  b u t t o n  
o f  h i s  t u n i c ;  a n d  t h a t  w h e t h e r  h e  
e n d s  u p  a s  G . O . C . ,  A . I . F . ,  i n  U . K . ,  
o r  a s  a  f u l l  p r i v a t e .

I s h o u ld  t h e re f o re  su g g e s t  t h a t  
s o m e  e x -p r iv a te  o f  t h e  A .I . F . b e  
a p p o in ted  I . I .G .— In sp ec t o r o f In -
s p e c to r  G e n e r a l .

LIFE AND 
ABUNDANCE

B e t w e e n  1 9 2 4  a n d  1 9 3 5  th e  o u t -
p u t  p e r  w o r k e r  i n  m i n e s  a n d  f a c -
t o r i e s  i n c r e a s e d  b y  2 5  p e r  c e n t ;  
i n  e n g i n e e r i n g ,  b y  5 2  p e r  c e n t . ;  
a n d  i n  m a n y  o t h e r  i n d u s t r i e s  b y  
2 7  p e r  c e n t ,  a n d  u p w a r d s .

E v e n  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e  t h e  l a s t  f e w  
y e a r s  s h o w  a n  i n c r e a s e  o f  p r o -
d u c t i o n  p e r  m a n  o f  2 7  p e r  c e n t .

W h a t  d o  t h e s e  f i g u r e s  m e a n ?
I s  t h e  s t a n d a r d  o f  l i v i n g — o f  

p e r s o n a l  s e c u r i t y — i n c r e a s i n g  a s  
th e  ra te  o f  o u tp u t o f  w e a lth  p e r  m a n  
is ?

I t i s  n o t .
W e     a r e     b e i n g     c h e a t e d — d e -

f r a u d e d  o f  w e l l - b e i n g ,  a b u n d a n c e  
o f  a l l    t h o s e    t h i n g s    re q u i re d    t o  
m a k e  l i f e  f r e e  a n d  s e c u r e  f o r  a l l  
i n  h e r e  o n  o u r  d o o r s t e p .

I n c r e a s i n g     o u t p u t     p e r     m a n  
( w i t h     th e     h e lp     o f     m a c h ine s )  
m e a n s  m o r e  w e a l t h  a n d  l e s s  w o r k  
i s  N O W a v a i la b le .

If w e  de m a nd  w o rk , w e  a re  
ch ea tin g o u rselves; if  w e  liste n to  
p l a n n e r s  w h o  i m p l y  t h a t  m o r e  
a n d  m o r e  jo b s  m u s t  b e  f o u n d  w e  
a r e  c o n s p i r i n g  a g a i n s t  f a c t s ,  t r y -
i n g  t o  c h e a t  t h e  f a c t s .

I t  i s  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e  o u t p u t  
t o  c o n s u m e r s  t h a t  i s  r e q u i r e d ,  
a n d ,  f u r t h e r ,  t h a t  d i s t r i b u t i o n  
m u s t  i n c r e a s e  a s  o u t p u t  p e r  m a n  
inc re a s e s ,  a nd  a s  la b o u r  d e c re a s e s.

T o  d e m a n d  W O R K  i n  f a c e  o f  
t h e  f a c t s  o f  t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  
l a b o u r - s a v i n g  m a c h i n e r y  i s  i n s a n e  
a n d  d a n g e r o u s .

T o  d e m a n d  t h e  " w a g e s  o f  t h e  
m a c h i n e , "  s o  t h a t  c o n s u m e r s  m a y  
c h o o s e  a n d  c o n s u m e  t h e  i n c r e a s -
i n g  o u t p u t  o f  t h e  m a c h i n e s ,  i s  
s a n e ,  p r a c t i c a l ,  a n d  s a f e ,  b e c a u s e  
i t  f i t s  t h e  f a c t s ; b e c a u s e  i t  f i t s  t h e  
f a c t s  o f  p r o d u c t i o n  i n  r e la t i o n  t o  
i t s  p r o p e r  o b je c t i v e — i. e . ,  c o n -
s u m p t i o n — c o r r e c t l y .

T o  d e m a n d  W O R K  ( m e a n i n g  
e m p lo y m e n t )  i s  t o  d e m a n d  a  f o r m  
o f  s la v e r y ,  w h a t e v e r  a n d  h o w e v e r  
i t s  d e g r e e  m a y  v a r y  w i t h  t h e  c o n -
d i t i o n s  o f  d i f f e r e n t  " j o b s . "

F o r  a  h u m a n  l a b o u r e r  t o  i n s i s t  
o n  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  c o m p e t e  w i t h  a  
m a c h i n e  a s  h i s  o n l y  d i g n i f i e d  
c la i m  o n  t h e  m e a n s  o f  l i f e  i s  t o  
t h r o w  a w a y  h i s  b i r t h r i g h t ,  a n d  t o  
c o n d e m n  h i m s e l f  t o  d e s t i t u t i o n  
p l u s  d e g r a d a t i o n .

— S o c ia l  C re d i t ,  L o nd o n .

F o r t y - th r e e  o f  t h e  [ C a na d ia n ]  
s e n a t o r s  h o l d  1 9 9  d i r e c t o r s h ip s  
o r  o f f ic e s  i n  1 5 1  c o m p a n ie s  w h o se  
k n o w n  a s s e ts ,  w i th o u t  d u p l i c a t i o n ,  
a d d  u p  to  8 ,5 0 0 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  d o l l a r s .  
T h is  f i g u r e  r e p r e s e n ts  o v e r  
5 0 p e r c e n t  o f  C a n a d ia n  i n d u s t r y  a n d  
f i n a n c e ,  i n c lu d i n g  a l l  r a i l r o a d s . - -
F o r t u n e
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THE BROKEN COLUMN

National Fitness
B y   " W A F F L E . "

"MY ARMY, O MY ARMY"

Wanted—An "Aussie" as I.I.G.
B Y  H A R L E Y  M A T T H E W S .  

C o n d e n se d fr o m   " T h e  P ub lic is t . "
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PATRONISE THESE
ADVERTISERS. 

Their    advertisement     helps your 
paper.   Say you saw it in the "New 
Times."

MELBOURNE (Cont.)
(Continued from page 2.)

C I T Y .
H ea lth  Se rv ice  & S to r e . F re e  d ietet ic  
adv ice . 80 0  L t C o l lins  S t C  6001.
A T AILO RED SUIT at M oderate Price, 
Dress Suits DO YL E. C . 6192 Wentworth 
House
ATTENTION!     Naytura     Hostel 
Vegetarian Guest House.    Accom. State 
& Inter, Guests.   Haw   74 
BLINDS of every sort. Car curtain 
repaired T. Pettit, 235a Queen St 
"CIRCULEX"  clears   up   all Chil blains.    
Phone Richard E. Brotchie J 1873.
CAKES, PASTRY, etc. Home Made 
"Clovelly," The Block, Elizabeth St. 
Cent 265.
DAVIS, 568 Bourke St. Royal Medal 
Milkers, Separators, Engines 
DOUGLAS SOCIAL CREDIT 
BOOKSHOP. 166 Lit. Collins St. 
GINGER JAR CAFE, 238 Flinders Lane 
(4 doors from Swanston St.). Best 3-
course meal in city.
JAS. JENNINGS, 211   Queen St., and   
6   Regent   Arc.    Optician, 73 years est.   
Testing Free. 
MAISON MERLIN, Natl. Bk. Bldg., 
271 Col. St.   Ladies Hairdressers. 
OPTICIAN and Hearing Aids, 
M. L. COLECHIN, Champion House. 4th 
Floor, 57 Swanston St.     F 5566 
OPTICIAN, J. H. Buckham J,P Nat 
Bk. Ch., 271 Collins St   C, 831. 
P. A. MORRIS & CO., OPTICIANS 298 
Lt. Collins Street, Marshall Street, 
Ivanhoe. 
PRINTING.   E. E.  GUNN, Off 600 
Lit. Bourke St., Cent 
QUICK      SERVICE      TOBACCO 
KIOSK . Equitable Place. Buy your 
Smokes here!
TAILOR, High   Class; H.   Stackpoole.  
Lang Arc., off 333 LONS. St. 
WATCHMAKER  and Jeweller. M. 
Chapman, CAPITOL HSE, 6 yrs. Hardy 
Bros., in charge Repair Dept. 

DARLING.
ESTATE AGENT, J, White, 1 Illowa 
St.    UY 6521.

ELSTERNWICK.
BRIDGE & SON.    Men's & Boys' 
Wear. Opp. Station. Phone L 5883. 
RADIO   &    ELECT'L   SERVICES.
Mackintosh's, 72 Glenh'tly Rd. L 
4588.

FAIFFIELD.
BUTCHER, 93 Station Street. 
Arthur B. Heath Solicits Your Pat-
ronage.

FOOTSCRAY.
BOOT REPAIRS. A. A. Taylor 
Station Ramp, While U Wait S’vice. 
MASSEY'S GARAGE, W'town, Rd. 
The Home of Motor Reconditioning

GLENFERRIE .  
OPTICIAN, W, W. Nicholls, 100 
Glenferrie Rd, Haw. 6845, 
SUITS to order from 70/-. H. 5813 A. 
Sutherland, 184 Glenferrie Rd.

H A M P T O N .
BEAUTY SALON, Norma Bell, 33 
Hampton St. next P.O. XW2160 
BOOKSELLER,  S.  J.  Endacott,  75 
Hampton St., for all book needs.
CHEMIST, Rod Burgess. 156a 
Hampton St.  XW 2424.
HAIRDRESSER, Ladies and Gents. 
R. STEWART, 68 Hampton St. 
HOME MADE CAKES BEAN'S, 
140 Hampton St. XW1787 TAILOR, 
R. W. Simpson, Railway Walk. Suits 
Hand Made from 95/-,

I V A N H O E
BOOT REPAIRS J Fraser solicits 
your custom. 130 Upper H'berg Rd

P. A . MORRIS & CO .
PTY.   LTD. 

EYESIGHT   SPECIALISTS, PRACTICAL
OPTICIANS.

"YORK   HOUSE” BASEMENT, 298   
LITTLE   COLLINS   STREET,

MELBOURNE.
'Phone:  Central 8400.

And of  80 MARSHALL ST.,  IVANHOE.
'Phone: Ivanhoe 88.

UP H O LST E RER . B linds &  B edd ing .  
D u ke's, 1 1 1 H 'be rg R d. Iva n. 626

K E W .  
AN D E R SO N'S, 141 H ig h St. Authorised 
N ewsagent. H aw. 1145 .
BUTCHER, S. Daw. High Street, Opp. 
Union St Satisfaction , S’vice.

(Continued on page 7.)

COMPETITION
T H E  Y O U T H  S E C T I O N  

W A N T S  A  N A M E —

A  S t r i k i n g ,  M i l i t a n t  N a m e  t o  
A p p e a l  t o  Y o u t h .

S e n d y o u r  s u g g e s t io n ,  w i t h  3 d .  
E n t r a n c e  f e e ,  t o  M i s s  J .    

B a r n a r d ,  Ho n .    S e c . , c /o  U .E . A .  
R o o m   (a d d re s s    e lse w h e re ) ,  b y  

D e c e m b e r  1 2 .

5/- P R I Z E  W I L L  B E  
G I V E N  F O R  T H E  

S E L E C T E D  T I T L E .
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Progress   and 
Prejudice

From time to time it is 
necessary for a paper such as ours 
to make a statement of policy, in 
order that our readers may use that 
statement as a kind of standard 
measure by which to compare 
performance.

The trouble is that, having 
been brought up in a world of  
labelled thought, we are all 
inclined to carry the “he   who   is   
not   with   us   is against us" 
attitude to absurd extremes.    
Two schools of thought, whose 
ultimate goal is the betterment 
of social conditions, but whose 
methods for attaining that one 
objective differ, are obviously in 
the same   camp.    Unfortunately, 
however, it often happens that 
members of both schools, each of 
which has much to commend it,  
are so busy trying to convert 
each other to their way of thinking 
that the common enemy is 
forgotten, and, worse still the
common ideal is lost in an 
unseemly wrangle.

In standing four square to its 
non-party, non-sectarian 
principles, the New Times has 
reserved the right to applaud good 
works by any section of the 
community or any member of 
the community, irrespective of the 
platform represented.    In these 
circumstances there is a remote 
possibility that even the Lyons 
Government may earn our 
commendation and receive our 
support.    On the other hand, 
however, we reserve the right to 
criticise any specific act on the
part of anyone which does not 
conform to our general idea of 
rightness, justice and logic.

We consider that the activities 
of Montagu   Norman   and   Sir   
Otto Niemeyer are anti-social, 
and trust that the time will come 
when such activit ies will be 
considered criminal, but is not 
because Montagu Norman and Sir 
Otto Niemeyer are said to be 
Jews that we object to those 
activities. We have many 
supporters who are Jews, and they 
are as loud in their condemnation 
of such men as are our Gentile 
adherents.

We have seen fit to condemn 
some Church dignitaries, not 
because they are Church 
dignitaries, but because they have 
used their pulpits for the purpose 
of disseminating anti-social 
doctrine.     Those   of   us   who   
are Christians furiously resent the 
forging of Christ’s   signature   to   

anti-social propaganda, and that 
resentment is due to the fact that we 
do believe in Christianity.

We have been accused of having 
anti-British sentiments. On the con-
trary, our sentiments are pro-Brit-
ish, not because we think that it is 
more important for a Britisher to 
be well fed and cared for than for 
a German, a Chinese or a Mexican, 
but because, by an accident of birth, 
it has happened that the section of 
the world in which we have our 
being is a British country (in our 
case, Australia), and because the job 
at hand is the logical one to under-
take. This, in our opinion, can be 
done more effectively by discovering 
and pointing out the evils that exist 
in our social order, than by singing 
"Rule Britannia" quite regardless 
of the fact that some of the "rulers" 
are seeking food in Brittania's refuse 
bins.

Unfortunately, there is a large 
section of our community that is of 
the opinion that an empire can be 
great, irrespective of whether its 
people are happy or not. That same 
body is also of the opinion that one 
cannot be pro-British unless one is 
willing to be anti-anything else on 
demand. According to that reason-
ing, it would have been necessary 
for us to have had a hatred of some 
nation or another without cease 
since the signing of the Armistice, 
in order to win approval.

An article contained in this issue, 
entit led "Our Slum Empire" will 
be construed by our traducers as 
being anti-British — we maintain 
that it is pro-British, in that it is 
written in the hope that it will have 
the effect of improving the lot of 
some of our suffering fellow-Brit-
ishers and defeating the real anti-
British, who are unpatriotic and in-
human enough to use their power to 
check legislation aimed to benefit a 
section of the British public.

A leading scientist has written to 
the effect that the future of humanity 
may be decided in this century. 
Science, properly applied to the 
problems of humanity, would have 
the eminently desirable result of 
raising man still higher above the 
animals; improperly applied, as at 
present, evolut ion must take us 
back to our beginnings, far below 
that level.

The New Times is on the side of 
those who, irrespective of class, race 
or creed, are fighting for the con-
tinued improvement of man's status 
in the scheme of things. In this 
fight it is handicapped on all sides 
by those who fear that the general 
gain will mean their individual loss. 
The banking fraternity find us suffi-
ciently important to "advise" their 
clients against advertising in our 
columns, employees of large con-
cerns who support us are frowned 
upon by their employers, the frowns 
sometimes having a concrete effect 
on their futures. While we are thus 
handicapped in our efforts to sup-
port those who, in their various 
ways, are working for the abolition 
of poverty and its attendant disease 
and misery, the Press, controlled by 
those who thrive on widespread 
misery, seeks to damn our policy by 
a reiteration of contumely and 
ridicule.

Our demand is that the brains and 
scientific skill which have been ap-
plied to industry with s u c h  
astounding results in the last 
hundred years shall be applied to 
our economic and educational 
systems. Such brains are at the 
disposal of the community, but 
the press and the wireless are at 
the disposal of only an interested 
and selfish section. The secret of 
the atom has been disclosed; why 
not the secret of how to feed our-

WAIMATE, November 21. —
Everyone over here is awaiting 
anxiously the Government's pro-
nouncement as to how it is going 
to finance the country during the 
next three years. So far no de-
finite information has been given 
though the published utterances of 
the Prime Minister, to the effect 
that "Currency must be based on 
production", plus the unmistakable 
concern of the "granny" press, en-
courages monetary reformers to 
hope that something really worth 
while will follow the pronounce-
ment.  In the meant ime we wait .

Brave Words and 
Public Credit

Unfortunately, Mr. Savage's 
brave words in the past have not 
been followed up by equally brave 
action. He has spoken, and still 
cont inues to speak, quite a lot 
about using the Public Credit, but 
when it comes to a showdown one 
f inds  h is def init ion of  Public 
Credit differs widely from what 
monetary reformers mean by it.

With Mr. Savage, Public Credit 
is little else but savings plus the 
issuing of loan money through the 
Reserve Bank, not costlessly, but 
as a debt to be laid on the already 
debt burdened shoulders of the 
community.

There has been a good deal of 
this sort of talk during the past 
three years, and monetary reform-
ers are not likely to be deceived 
by it. But that which does cause 
them to be optimist ic is the fact 
that the Government will not be 
able to finance its colossal Social 
Security Scheme by orthodox me-
thods, even if the present so-called 
prosperity holds—which it will not 
—and if a depression sets in—
which it  sure ly wil l—much less  
wi ll they be able to do so. What, 
then, will the Government do?

Monetary reformers, knowing 
the minds of many of the Govern-
ment members, are not without 
hope. Yet "there's many a slip  
twixt the cup and the lip," and one 
asks oneself whether this Govern-
ment has the "guts"—it's a nasty 
word, but it is expressive—to defy 
the financial hierarchy and see the 
ensuing battle through. Will they 
be strong enough to f inish the 
job, even though they be equal to 
putting their hand to the plough? 
One confesses, knowing full well 
how many mighty ones have fallen 
in the past through the patronage 
and wiles of the financiers, to a 
feeling of misgiving about it. 
Nevertheless, we are hopeful, and 
will continue to hope.

Granny Press is Agitated
Dear old Granny Press is much 

agitated about the deplet ion of  
the country 's ster ling funds. A 
few years ago they stood on bal-
ance at £40,000,000, but now they

selves on the food we have? The 
secret has been discovered, but the 
discoveries have been prevented 
from handing it on by censorship, 
and prevented from putting it into 
practice by Privilege and its servile 
Governments.

In our efforts to gain our objec-
tive, we endeavour, in so far as is 
humanly possible, to clear our minds 
of prejudice in any shape or form. 
Being human, however, it is possible 
that we will feel a certain pride if  
it is as a result of our efforts that 
the desirable state of affairs which is 
our objective should come about 
first with the British Empire, so 
that a friendly world would feel 
disposed to look up to us. Then we 
would not only be pro-British, but 
would feel that we had the right to 
be proud of our nationality.

In the mean time, however, an 
American magazine has published a 
photograph over the caption, 
“Britain’s Slum Empire.”

are down to £9,000,000. This is 
regarded as a grave matter by the 
dear old thing, especially in view 
o f  th e  fac t  t ha t  a  loa n o f  
£17,000,000 falls due next year, 
and must be paid in sterling.

"What will the Government do 
about it?" she asks.

Mr. Savage says there is no need 
to worry, a solution of the diffi-
culty will be found all right, and 
financiers overseas are not to be 
perturbed about it. New Zealand 
has always met her obligations in 
the past, and will continue to do 
so, etc., etc.—but "Granny" is in 
sore distress over the business! 
Anyway, it will be interesting to 
see how a Government boasting 
that  it has closed down on over-
seas borrowing completely is go-
ing to extricate itself from the 
posit ion and remain within the 
orbit of orthodox finance.

People Behind the 
Government—Rebuff to 
Press

The elections were a great tri-
umph for the Government. Be not 
deceived by paper talk or the con-
trary attitude of "distinguished 
visitors" from these parts. This 
Government has the solid support 
of the great mass of the people, 
and if it carries out its pledges it 
will stay where it is for many a 
long, day to come. It  will take 
more than the newspapers to shift 
it.  One thing stands out like a 
minaret against the election back-
ground—the inability of the press 
to influence the public to-day as 
it once was able to do. Nearly 
every newspaper in the country 
was "agin' the Government", but 
it  mattered not, the Government 
went back with a bound. This,  
surely, is significant to a degree.

ORMOND CITIZENS
DEMAND REPEAL

OF NATIONAL
INSURANCE

Mr. F. C. Paice was the speaker 
at a largely-attended public meeting 
held at Christ Church Parish Hall, 
Ormond, on Tuesday, 29th ult., to 
protest against National Insurance. 
The speaker was accorded a very 
attentive hearing, and many ques-
tions were asked.

At the conclusion the following 
resolution was carried unanimously:

"That this meeting of residents of 
Ormond, representing all shades of 
political opinion, believing that the 
National Health Insurance Act is 
not in the best interests of the 
majority of the Australian people, 
calls upon the Federal Government 
to repeal this Act; further, that a 
copy of this resolution be sent to the 
Prime Minister (Mr. Lyons), the 
member for Henty (Sir Henry Gul-
lett), and each of the Victorian 
Senators,"

The body of citizens who organ-
ised this meeting are already organ-
ising one to be held at Glenhuntly 
Rifle Club Hall, Royal Avenue, op-
posite Glenhuntly Railway Station. 
Mr. Paice will be the speaker.

NATIONAL 
INSURANCE

Active Workers in the
Repeal   Campaign

to Meet
It has been suggested that as 

many as possible of those persons 
actively interested in the Repeal 
Campaign be gathered together with 
the idea of ascertaining the number 
of letters actually sent to members 
of Parliament, to compare notes, to 
consider a monster protest meeting, 
to consider subsequent act ion 
should it be necessary. Room 9, 
Fifth Floor, McEwan House, Little 
Collins Street, Melbourne, will be 
made available as a meeting place 
for those interested on Wednesday 
evening, December 7, about 8 
o'clock.

N.Z. ANSWER TO THE 
LEMON

Says Farming First, Auckland: 
land:

"The s t u p i d i t y  of Govern-
ment dealings as within the pre-
sent financial system could not 
be better illustrated than by the 
present position of the citrus in-
dustry. Governments have been 
encouraging this industry to the 
fullest extent to expand, and 
now there are, very literally, 
lemons to burn. It is expected 
that 10,000 cases of really good 
lemons will be destroyed in 
Tauranga by the end of Novem-
ber.  Now, Government's idea 
of setting this right is to help 
the lemon growers to advertise. 
The real difficulty in selling the 
lemons is not that the people do 
not want them. They are sell-
ing for three-halfpence to two 
pence each in the South Island. 
A mere fractional profit per 
lemon would satisfy the growers 
and would enable them to do 
very well, as lemons are prolific 
fru iters .  Instead of this  the 
lemon trees are being hacked 
down, and the lemons destroyed, 
will run into millions.

''There are plenty of people 
languishing on sick beds in hos-
pitals  and at home who could 
do with more cooling drinks, and 
there are other avenues for dis-
posal of lemons. Persons suf-
fering from neuritis or digestive 
troubles find them very bene-
ficia l .  Probably the greatest 
use of lemons, however, would 
be with fish, if the use of lemons 
with fish were fully developed 
in workers' homes as well as 
among the well -to-do. A fish 
shop that supplies lemon with 
its fish is considered rather 
'posh,' yet the lemon now need 
cost hardly more than the salt.

"Government's remedy for all 
this is some assistance in ad-
vertising. Now, obviously ad-
vertising may shift a burden 
from one class of commodities 
to another. It may, for instance, 
sell lemons as against apples. 
But so long as men have only 
money for lemons or  apples, 
it will not enable them to buy 
both. So the same old stupid 
system goes on, whatever Gov-
ernment is in power."
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Chairman and Gent lemen of  
Science:

The honour falls upon me to 
present to you, at this meeting of 
National Scientists assembled here 
by special command of our exalted 
and most supreme leader, the first 
public view of the new man, which 
we have named Genot. The root 
gen means to be born, become; it 
relates to the generation, the re-
production of our race. The suff ix 
ot expresses the idea of national 
native, and is found in such words 
as patriot, zea lot, he lot . There-
fore we put the two together in 
shor t  order a nd ca ll our ma n 
Genot.

Gentlemen of Science, we are 
assembled here for a great occa-
sion. We shall see our new man, 
Genot, who is destined to save our 
race and make us the great and 
recognised leaders of the world .  
I have the honour of being selec-
ted to give you a brief history of 
Genot, how he was conceived and 
what were the main traits, physi-
cal, moral and spiritual, that we 
have bred into th is great future 
man. He has been completed in 
the short space of 100 years.

The work on Genot was begun 
in the year 1918. He was con-
ceived directly after the shameful 
Treaty of Versailles, and developed 
in our National Genetic Institute. 
We started with a pure blond stock 
that could be traced back to the 
heroes of our mythology. You  
may well wonder how, in so short 
a period    as   100 years, we   have 
been   able   to   select, discard, in-
breed   and   develop   our   national 
man Genot.    Well, that is a secret 
we are not quite ready to disclose. 
However, we   can   say   that   from 
some   secret   writings    in    ancient 
Arabic   we   discovered   some   fun-
damental laws which are now leg-
end   with   Arabian horse   breeders. 
Also, from the work done on fruit-
flies by a scientist whose name we 
need   not   mention, since   he   is a 
foreigner, and no foreigner is im-
portant, we received valuable clues. 
But we have made important  
discoveries of our own.

New Man
This year 2018 sees the birth of 

our new man. He is ready to go 
into production. Little traits and 
deta ils  ma y be bred into  h im at  
a later date, but these are not 
important. The main work 
accomplished, and, by the arith-
metical laws of multiplication and 
the rapidity of modern generation, 
we will in a few years have our 
great race of Genots. And Genots 
have been bred to conquer!

As far back as 1918 and 1920 
we discovered in our institute that 
we could make young girls repro-
duce at  10 and 11 years of age. 
By work on the glands and in-
ject ions we were able to reduce 
th is age considerably. Th is was 
the first step in our speeding-up 
process. In the old days of 1930 
and 1940 our women were bur-
dened by long breeding periods. 
The incubator reduced the genetic 
t ime only two or  three months. 
But we were forced to find new 
and more rapid methods. Our high 
scientific minds soon evolved a new 
laboratory technique in which the 
embryo is only started by the 
mother, and in a few days is taken 
from her to be grown f irst  in test  
tubes and later in spec ia l genetic  
retorts. We have been limit ing 
our g ir ls to 24 in a sing le year,  
but now that our Genot is ready 
for reproduct ion we need make 
no such restrictions.

For  the f irst ten years, as we 
have in the past, we shall keep 
all gir ls born, so that we can 

have over  two mil l ion Genots  as 
fast  as possib le .  Af ter  that  the 
natural laws of selection will be em-
ployed, for we wil l need only a  
few females for breeding purposes. 
As for natural satisfaction of the 
Genot, this has been bred out of 
h im. We have had to do this in 
order to build bone and muscle, 
and he does not seem to miss a 
thing that he knows nothing about. 
In our institute the males can re-
produce only when we give them 
injections to stimulate the glands.

Cause and Effect
In this way, forced by national 

nec ess it y,  by  a  so l id  r ing  of  
foreign pressure, by envy of our 
ne ighbours and jea lousy of the 
purity of our race, because of all 
these things, as well as the hu-
miliating economic pressure placed 
upon us by the entire world, we 
have been obliged to use our great 
sc ient if ic  minds to further  the 
rapid production of the new man 
—Genot the Conqueror! What we 
have accomplished in a short space 
of 100 years some races would not 
be able  to do in 10,000. We are 
a proud people and we cannot be 
humiliated.

Genot is here with us, and I will 
soon lead him upon the stage for 
all to behold. But before I do so, 
I want to point out certain charac-
teristics that you will soon see. 
And also I want to give you the 
reasons for certain points, so that 
you may better  understand the 
work we have done and the na-
ture of Genot.

Characteristics
First of all, Genot is six feet six  

inches tall.     We had   some seven-foot 
Genots, but we had   trouble with them 
and were unable to balance   their 
glands. You will notice that he is big 
framed and his bones you would 
find, are hardened by special   
minerals. The arms and legs are very 
powerful. The body is short and the   
neck also very short.  An even layer of 
fat covers the body. You will notice 
that the head is very small and 
narrow. This was necessary for 
reasons that will soon be made clear.

You   will observe that   the   skin 
is fairly    dark    and    hairy.     We 
wanted the pigmentation as a pro-
tection from the sun and the ha ir  
and fat to reduce our cotton and 
wool   consumption.     It was   easier to 
breed   in   these   things   than   it 
would   be   to   make   two   million 
overcoats      for      our     conquering 
Genots.

The Genots have a good eye for 
a iming but a bad eye for many 
other things. Their ears are keen 
to hear the voice of their com-
manders but dull for loud explo-
sions or machine-gun fire. Their 
nerves are almost inexistent. This 
has been a serious problem, as we 
could not go beyond certain limits, 
but you will later see that we can 
stick pins in Genot and they will 
only t ickle him.

Eats Chemical Tablets, 
Has No Sentiment

Genot has been bred to eat very 
lit t le. He has a sort of low-pres-
sure metabolism which we learned 
from the Japanese, The litt le sol-
diers of Japan are quite content 
with a bowl of r ice a day. Our 
Genot is a big fellow in 
comparison, and h is food is even 
less. We have chemica l tablets 
that he adores, but he can go for 
three days without them. Also, 
our Genot does not bleed easily. 
We have taken the heavy blood 
streams away from the surface, 
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therefore small cuts, annoying litt le 
bruises, and even superficial bullet 
wounds are nothing that would 
bother him or delay him in action.

Because of his size, his weight 
and the long endurance that has 
been bred into him, each Genot 
can carry a rif le twice the weight 
of the old, obsolete guns used in 
our last wars. Besides this he is 
able to carry six belts of cartridges 
for the new automatic type ma-
chine gun, or 200 pounds of our 
new glico-paraphene shells.

Genot resists cold, hunger, thirst 
and, what is more important, he 
has been bred totally blind to sen-
timent. That is why he knows no 
fear, and in battle gives no mercy. 
He could not  understand what 
mercy is . H is teeth are strong, 
a nd  w e  ha ve  g ive n h im some  
of the wonderful inst inc ts that 
we  fo und in  a n ima ls  o f  the 
h i g h e s t  o r d e r .  I n  t h e  f a c e  
of an enemy, Genot wil l often 
throw away his  gun and p lunge 
at his victim, sinking his teeth into 
h is soft neck. He is condit ioned 
to the taste of certain things, and, 
from infancy, he is taught that 
there are valuable minerals and 
vitamins in human blood. Most 
important of all: Genot loves 
obedience.

A Secret
I shall now tell you a great sec-

ret that is strictly in confidence. 
While the Genot has been bred to 
resist all sorts of forces, he is still 
only human, and, being human, is 
subject to certain things. Though 
we said before that he does not 
bleed easily, he can be killed by a 
bullet in the right spot. But, 
having in him a special and low 
nervous organism, this is not so 
easy. However, we have made a 
valuable discovery which is now 
inbred into  our hero. While  he 
does not wound easily, when he 
does wound, he spares us a good 
deal of trouble by dying at once. 
We figured out that it was easier 
and less expensive to breed fresh 
Ge nots  than,  to  take care of 
wounded ones. Th is conc lusion 
came from the ingenious calcula-
tions and plotted curves of our 
greatest economic mind, our  
be loved professor  of  Pat riot ic  
Economy in the National 
Security University. Stupidly for 
many centuries we have cared    for    
our wounded, but these figures    are 
clear and definite, and   show how 
man can be blind for so long and 
suddenly enlightened.

Now, Gentlemen of Science, the 
moment has arrived for you to look 
upon our work.    You are the 
f irst of the general public to have 
the privilege   of   examining   Genot.

* * *
The hairy giant, bent with long 

ape-like arms, was brought upon 
the stage. On  h is  sma ll face a  
silly grin d isclosed a fine row of 
large yellow teeth. The audience 
applauded wildly.

                    *  * *
Th is, Gent le me n,  is Ge not . 

(More applause.) Genot, bow to 
the gentlemen of science. (The great 
monster bowed four or five times in 
rapid succession.) That's enough, 
Genot.

Now, Gentlemen, we shall de-
monstrate that we can put pins in 
Genot and he will hardly feel them. 
There! See him smile! Now we 
shall make a small cut with this 
little blade, and you will see that 
hard ly a drop of  b lood wil l  be 
lost . . .. You see that Genot is 
quite complete in all respects. I 
mean by that, he has f ive fingers 
on each hand and five toes on each 
foot, two eyes, and everything 
necessary, but  each part  has 
through the genius of our science 
been altered slightly.

Now you will have a rare privi-
lege. You will hear Genot speak. 
He speaks very little, but what he 
says is most important. NOW,  
Genot, speak the four words you 
know for the gentlemen. Come, 
now, speak.

(The lecturer touched his 
fingers to his lips and nodded his 
head, as though to give consent. 
The giant stretched himself to his 
full length and raised his right 
arm high in salute.)

“I serve. Victory. Hail!”

The question of colonies for 
Germany has been to the fore late-
ly, and some people th ink it is 
really settled. Italy and Japan ap-
pear to have helped themselves, and 
Germany, without a fleet, but pos-
sibly seeking some excuse for a 
f leet, apparently relies upon the 
fear induced by her possession of 
a powerful air arm to supply her 
with colonies.

Surplus   Population 
Fallacy

It is probably vain to bring for-
ward the various arguments against 
Germany wasting her time on col-
onies, the reply to which, by Ger-
many, would probably be: "Well, 
what do you want to waste your 
t ime for?" It is, however, a fact 
that none of the three States that 
have complained about having no-
where to dump surplus population 
ever did any dumping worth speak-
ing of when they had colonies into 
which to dump surplus people. 
Forty years' possession of Korea 
d id not result in the sett lement  
there of Japanese equal to one  
year's increase of Japan's popula-
tion. There are far more Ita lians 
in a very small area in New York 
than there were Italians and a ll 
other Europeans put together in all 
the Italian colonies. Japan has not 
led. Manchuria—has not even 
attempted to do so. One author-
ity says that between 1925 and 
1935 the Japanese population in-
creased by 8,000,000, and only 
about a quarter of a million was 
sent to all the colonies. In all the 
German colonies before the war 
there were not as many settlers as 
there were Germa ns l iv ing in 
Paris, and when Germany had the 
colonies there was a great deal of 
complaint about them by Germans 
themselve s. The fer t i le  were  
blamed as being unhealthy, and the 
healthy as being unfertile.

Colonies—What For?
All that colonies meant to Ger-

many and Italy was tremendous 
expenditure without adequate 
returns. All that any of the colo-
nies could provide to Germany or 
Italy can be provided just as easily 
to-day, since there is no export  
duty upon goods from any of the 
colonies. The trouble is for Ger-
many and Italy to pay for imports. 
Even in that direction British and 
French loans have largely facilita-
ted entry of goods into both coun-
tries, but both countries have pre-
fer red the raw materia ls of  war  
to the raw materials of industry. 
Very largely the recent descents on 
Austria and Czechoslovakia were 
financed by the City of London, 
which has provided hundreds of 
millions to Nazi Germany.

The colonies about which there 
is such a fuss would not provide 
what Germany wants any more 
than Abyssinia is providing what 
Italy wants, but they would pro-
vide excuses for armaments and 
warships that are wanted to-day; 
not that either country seems to 
require much excuse of that de-
scription.

The total va lue of all imports 
into Germany from the colonies in 
1913 was £1,125,000. Yet Nazis 
claim that the loss of this relatively 
small supply is strangling German 
industry! Other nations can afford 
to be sceptical about such a claim.

Rubber seems about  the only  
raw material that Germany could 
get, after many years waiting, from 
her colonies, if they were restored 
to her.

White Man's Burden
The     most     cogent     argument 

against the restoration of colonies to 
Germany is the Nazi spirit and its 
attitude towards non-Teutonic 
peoples. The idea that no nation other 
than an Aryan nation is more than 
sub-human is a pretty good reason, 
where it is held by any nation, for 
seeing that that nation does not take 
on the white man’s burden with re-

gard to any of the sub-humans, 
since those who really hold the 
view that a nigger is a beast, and 
that everybody who is not born 
within sound of the loca l Bow  
Bells is a nigger, is likely to 
make the nigger more of
a beast than he is, and, in the long
run, not only suffer himself, but
make all other people suffer in
consequence. In short, the only
reason for refusing Germany colo-
nies is that, bad as we may be 
ourselves, Germany has openly 
declared herself to be very much
worse; and if we are not  f i t  to
have colonies, then Germany is
self-confessed as still more utterly
unfit. 

KEEP UP WITH THE 
WORLD

New deluxe Diesel - engined 
t ra ins of  sta inless stee l,  with 
sleeping and dining cars, run every 
day between Chicago and Denver, 
in the  U.S.A.  The  d is ta nce  is  
1050 miles, and these trains cover 
it in sixteen hours; and after an 
eight-hour rest they start back to 
make the re turn journey at the 
same over-all speed of 65½ miles 
per hour. Each train covers about 
375,000 miles in a year, and take 
the place of three trains and f ive 
or  s ix  s te am loc omo t ive s; it  
weighs 600 tons instead of over 
1000 tons of a steam train and 
locomotive for the same service.

* * *
Glass wool, baled so that it 

unrolls like a carpet, is being 
used to cover delicate plants in 
cold we a the r .  It  is  ma de  of  
g la ss f ibres f iner than human 
hair. It admits air and light, but 
keeps out rodents and pests. 
Each summer it can be ro lled 
up and stored away ready for 
the next winter.

* * *
Hard, durable, and fast 

colours of many shades, some of 
them being corrosion-proof, can 
be applied to metals by chemical 
and electric chemical processes. 
Aluminium for  example, can be 
made any colour of  the 
rainbow; z inc can be coloured 
ebony, brown, blue purple, and 
yellow; and copper or brass can be 
tinted black, brown blue and 
green.

* * *
High-speed photography now 

enables exposures of only one 
hundred-thousandth of a second 
to be made—that is, four thousand 
times faster than a normal box 
c amera . Moreove r ,  the  h igh-
spee d apparatus can be 
arranged so that anything from a 
few hundred to 6000 exposures per 
second can be made accurately. 
Photographs of a golfer showed that 
his club-head was travell ing at 
113, m.p.h. just before hitting the 
ball and 83 m.p.h. just after; the 
golf ba ll he h it atta ined a top 
speed of 121 m.p.h., and was 
turning at 5200 revolut ions a 
minute as it flew   through   the   
air.

* * *
Oil-engined fly ing boats can 

now fly well over 3000 miles with 
out having to stop for fuel. 
Actually the record is held by the 
German plane which on March 29 
and 30 of this year flew from 
Dartmouth (in Devon) to Cara-
ve llas, in Brazil, a distance of 
5100 miles, in 41 hours 40 min-
utes.

* * *
Manufacturing and machining 

processes can now be made so ac-
curate that irregularities of only one-
hundred-thousandth of an inch in 
the surface of ball-bearings may 
cause them to be rejected.

GERMAN DEMAND FOR COLONIES 

A New Zealand Opinion
(From "Farming First," Auckland.)

G E N O T
Man of Victory

A Not-So-Fantastic Fantasy
By MANUEL KOMROFF, in "Ken" (Chicago).

A prostituted science conceives and develops the "perfect" man. He 
resists cold, hunger, thirst, and is bred totally blind to sentiment. 
That is why he knows no fear and in battle gives no mercy. Best 
of all, however, this perfect pawn will unquestionably obey his 
Exalted Leader's each and every exacting command.

December 2 1938.



Sir, —Last week's letter from 
me finished with this sentence: 
"Logically therefore, every    
democrat should join in resisting 
the transfer to the Federal 
Parliament of men of the Stevens 
type."    I spoke of him then as a 
man who had been directly 
interested   in the financial firm of J. 
B.  Were and Son, whose head is 
also chairman of directors of the 
Melbourne Argus, and who, when 
he spoke on monetary matters, spoke 
for the Bank of New South Wales. 
Reference was made to the special 
article   he wrote   in   1934   for   Sir 
Keith Murdoch, of the Melbourne 
Herald, making it appear that the 
United    States    had    adopted    the 
Premiers' Plan, as applied in 
Australia.     That plan had resulted 
in the shameless robbery of the 
people of Australia in the interests 
of the bankers, and my own 
inquiries revealed quite definitely 
that America had NOT   adopted   
the   Premiers' Plan, as Mr.   
Stevens’ article had claimed.    An 
attempt was made by the bankers 
there, just as had been made by 
the bankers here, to impose a 
policy of severe deflation, but such 
attempts had been met with far 
greater opposition.

"The Logic of Fact"
Now, as this man is being held 

up to us publicly as the very man 
we want in the Federal Cabinet, it is 
fitting that we should publicly 
examine his public conduct. The 
heading of the article he wrote for 
the Herald was as f o l l o w s :  
" A M E R IC A AD O P T S  T H E
PREMIERS' PLAN." That meant, 
if it meant anything, that America 
was adopting   the   plan.   THEN, 
when, as a matter of cold fact, 
nothing was further from the truth.   
Mr. Stevens said: "It has not been 
easy to analyse or appreciate the 
President’s policy, because he has 
not kept to any single plan.     He 
has resorted to various expedients 
and waited for results to show 
whether they were good or bad.    
Now, at last, one thing   is   clear—
little   by little the logic of fact is 
forcing the United States upon 
much the same path to recovery 
that Australia has already   
traversed.    Experience   is taking 
the place of experiments.'' This 
part of the article suggested that 
America had had the same 
President throughout the period in 
which the world had felt the full 
effects of the rigging of the monetary 
situation by the international 
financers, whereas the truth of the 
matter was that President Hoover, 
a notorious   bankers'   agent, was   in 
command up to 1933 and actually 
framed the 1933-34 budget.    
President Hoover did attempt to 
traverse much the same path as we 
had trod, but the logic of fact 
quickly forced the people of the 
United States to realise the futility 
of it and to reject its sponsor. They 
were not forced this conclusion 
"little by little" at all, but they had 
the sense to see, after only one 
year's experience, that the policy of 
deflation was hopeless. We realised 
it, too, but our abandonment of it 
was slower and far more 
surreptitious. At the very time when
Mr. Stevens was praising deflation 
and   making it appear that others 
were adopting it, he was well aware 
that it had been abandoned by the 
bankers in Australia and that 
INFLATION was the order of the 
day. He also knows that we have 
been living   under   inflation   since 
1932.

''Divergent Features"
Mr. Stevens said: "There are still 

some features of the American plan of 
which we have had no experience in 
Australia, but the present tendency 
in the United States seems to run 
towards the elimination of these 
divergent features. The differences 
in situation between the two 
countries have created differences 
in the two methods of approach to 
certain problems, but the 
resemblances of general policy 
remain remarkable.” What did Mr. 

Stevens mean by that? Just 
previously he had said that there 
was NO definite plan, but to suit his 
purpose he quoted what he 
considered to be the "most signi-
ficant" of these divergent features, 
and gave no indication at all as to 
how the tendency ran towards their 
elimination. And fancy the appar-
ent innocence of the man! He 
thought it worthy of special mention 
that "the, resemblances of general 
policy remain remarkable." Seeing 
that the policy for both countries 
was determined by the same people, 
—to wit, the bankers—it would have 
been far more remarkable had there 
been no resemblances. He made it 
appear that the aspects of policy 
which were not in harmony with 
ours were being eliminated, but,  as 
a matter of fact, they were being 
strengthened. In October 1931, for 
example, President Hoover's credit 
proposals authorising the issue of 
up to a thousand million dollars 
were put into effect through the 
National Credit Corporation. How 
was that feature being eliminated?

"Cost and Prices"
Mr. Stevens said: "In both coun-

tries the problem of budget deficits 
had had to be faced by much the 
same measures, and in both the main 
line of policy has been directed to 
obtaining the appropriate relation-
ship between cost and prices." That 
was true in part only. Reduction of 
expenditure and an increase in taxa-
tion were only a part of the plan to 
secure the balancing of the budget 
during the Presidency of Mr. 
Hoover. That part of the plan has 
not had the same place in American 
policy since Mr. Hoover's departure 
in March. 1933. Notice particularly 
the words "has had to be faced." He 
did not tell us WHO it was that 
required it to be faced in that way. 
Nor did he offer a word about the 
fact that the bankers first deliber-
ately altered the bank rate to affect 
prices and then forced the Govern-
ment to reduce costs correspond-
ingly. In Australia we saw the 
prices drop and then the politicians 
almost falling over themselves to 
bring the costs down "in sympathy" 
with the prices. In America, how-
ever, they sought more and more to 
bring the prices back into an appro-
priate relationship with costs. That 
was more sensible than the Austra-
lian procedure, but what was really 
necessary was action to make the 
quantity of money in the people's 
purses equal to the prices they had 
to pay. This significant aspect was 
conveniently forgotten by the very 
capable Mr. Stevens.

"The Path to Recovery"
Mr. Stevens said: "America 

started on the path to recovery three 
years later than we did, because her 
vast size and economic independence 
allowed her to defy until 1933 the 
necessity for re-adjustment, which 
Australia faced in 1930-31. This 
reluctance of America to face the 
facts earlier cost her dear." Our 
own recovery is hardly a thing to 
crow about especially in view of the 
ominous portents for the next year 
or two, but the comparison made by 
Mr. Stevens in this respect was very 
misleading. America's deficits ap-
peared a year later than ours. She 
had a surplus for the year ended 
1930. During the following year, 
however, when the indications 
pointed to a deficit, the American 
administrators acted with 
characteristic promptitude. In fact, 
in February 1930, even while there 
was a surplus, the President called 
attention to the trend of events and 
required special economies. 
Moreover, within twelve months of 
the first deficit, America had put 
the first plank of the deflationists' 
platform into action through an 
Economy Act, but against this it 
must be recognised, as I have 
already said, that there was also a 
special issue of credit. In our case, 
and despite the fact that we had 
heavy Governmental deficits, the 
banks continued to call in 
overdrafts, and the Premiers’ Plan 
did not apply until 1931-32.

THE NEW TIMES

Guilt of Commonwealth 
Bank Board

It is not generally realised that 
the Commonwealth Bank Board was 
largely responsible for the depres-
sion in Australia. It prepared the 
way for the private banks. Between 
December, 1927, and June, 1928, 
the Bank Board SOLD 38 million 
pounds' worth of securities, and at 
the same time called in four million 
pounds' worth of advances, thus 
CANCELLING £42,000,000 worth 
of currency and making inevitable 
in Australia the depression which 
the banking system had already in-
augurated abroad. The very cap-
able Mr. Stevens conveniently said 
nothing about that either! It was 
in the earlier part of 1931 that the 
bankers here, with the co-operation 
of the Bank Board, put the screw on 
the Governments of Australia.

Similar Tactics in 
America

Almost the same thing occurred in 
America a few months later. On 
January 8, 1932, the American 
Bankers' Association demanded a 
balanced budget, and "drastic cur-
tailment of Government expenditure, 
so that public confidence in the high 
credit of the Government may not be 
impaired.'' On the following day, 
the New York State Bankers' 
Association strongly supported the 
demand, and added that, "while we 
realise that there are certain fixed 
charges upon the Government which 
cannot be reduced, there is a vast 
field of expenditure which has been 
increasing year after year, over 
which Congress and the Adminis-
tration have control, and should now 
materially reduce." Immediately 
afterwards President Hoover an-
nounced that the budget WOULD 
be balanced, and also that there 
would be no inflation. This an-
nouncement was considered import-
ant enough to be officially circulated 
by the American Embassy in Paris. 
Up to that point it was a clear win 
for the enemies of the people, and a 
Bill was tabled to cut the salaries of 
Government workers.

One Sane Banker
In the same month, however 

(January, 1932), the Governor of 
the Federal Reserve Bank, in the 
course of an address dealing with 
world conditions generally, said that 
"Deflation of Credit must stop if one 
hoped to see an early turn of the 
tide."It did not take that respon-
sible gentleman long to realise the 
futility of the "Premiers' Plan"! 
The next month, President Hoover 
made a strong public appeal against 
hoarders. This was to mark the in-
troduction of an anti-hoarding cam-
paign, private hoardings at that 
time being estimated at thirteen 
hundred million dollars. The great 
need, you see, was to SPEND, not 
to deprive the people of the where-
withal, as was the case with the 
Premiers' Plan. Even Hoover, re-
cognised everywhere as the servant 
of the bankers, scented the danger of 
the withholding of the country's 
money supplies. In the same year 
(December, 1932) the banks fol-
lowed through with their stroke, and 
put the screw on the City of New 
York, obtaining a pledge that ex-
penditure would be reduced by 40 
million dollars in the year 1933-34.

"Confidence!"
About the same time the Ameri-

can Chamber of Commerce 
demanded further large cuts in 
national expenditure (just as the 
Australian Chambers and politicians 
of the Stevens type had done here), 
and on January 17, 1933, President 
Hoover sent a message to the Senate 
urging the balancing of the budget. 
In this message he said: "The great 
problem before the world to-day is 
the restoration and maintenance of 
confidence." How often have we 
heard that here, too? We are 
actually hearing it again, but this 
time it can hardly be said that the 
world has been upset by the doings 
of Mr. Lang or that it is he who has 
destroyed this thing “confidence” 
in all countries.

Hoover and His 
“Confidence “ Men 
Rejected

It was in this atmosphere that the 
Presidential election was held.

Banks in America, as in other coun-
tries, were deflating and increasing 
the misery of the people, and it was 
to stop this that the people of 
America rejected Hoover and ap-
pointed Roosevelt to bring in his 
"new deal." Budget-balancing was 
suddenly and deliberately dropped. 
In fact, the budget was purposely un-
balanced, with the definite object of 
increasing the spending capacity of 
the citizens of the country. That 
was the very opposite of what the 
great Mr. Stevens was publicly 
praising in Australia, and leading 
the people to believe was being 
adopted in America. With the elec-
tion of the new President, the Sec-
retary of the Treasury addressed the 
people by means of a national broad-
cast, and said this: "If we exclude 
the inevitable obligations, such as 
public debt expenditure, and the 
Army, Navy, and Veterans, the 
ordinary expenses of the Federal 
Government are approximately 500 
million dollars. I stress this point 
because of the misleading picture 
which has been painted of an im-
mense and costly bureaucracy, and 
of the vast savings to be effected 
through the reorganisation of the 
Federal Government. Substantial 
relief to the taxpayer must be 
sought elsewhere," So, you see, they 
had critics of the Stevens type there 
also—men who sought to mislead 
the people into believing that the 
facts of life had necessarily to be 
confined within artificial limits of 
money symbols arbitrarily imposed 
by enemies of the nation.

Ox-Cart Stage
In February 1933, Henry Ford 

reminded the world that we were 
only in the ox-cart stage of the 
machine age. Within three months 
of that statement America had 
adopted a working week of five days 
and a six-hour day. What has Aus-
tralia to compare with that? In the 
face of the actual facts, it seems that 
Mr. Stevens strained even a poli-
tician's licence when he said that 
"America's reluctance to face the 
facts earlier cost her dear." It would 
have been more correct to say that 
at that time she had faced the facts 
more courageously and more reso-
lutely than any other country in the 
world. Since then we have seen the
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President hamstrung by decisions of 
a court working within the terms of 
reference prepared by the very in-
terests which seek to keep the com-
munity poor in the midst of material 
plenty.

Unconfirmed Figures
Mr. Stevens said: "America's un-

employment figures rose to the stag-
gering total of some 16 millions—
nearly twice as much, in proportion 
to population, as it was in the worst 
stages of depression here." I could 
obtain no confirmation of this. The 
official figures were 11,586,000 in 
October 1932, and 10,076,000 in 
October 1933. The figures at the 
time Mr. Stevens wrote were much 
lower, and the newspapers were 
claiming that America led the world 
in the job of recovery.

Wage Levels
Mr. Stevens said: "The United 

States, between 1930 and the begin-
ning of 1933, depressed by just on 
20 per cent, her average level of real 
wages. In Australia, we were able 
to keep the real wage steady right 
up to the present date; the standard 
of the United States worker is still 
far below that of normal times." 
The New York Times of l/l/'33 
published the following: "Since 1929 
wages have been reduced 13.9 per 
cent.; salaries, 15.9 per cent., and 
managers, directors, and executives, 
20.3 per cent." On January 5, 1933, 
the same journal stated that the 
Federal Reserve Board Index 
showed an advance of 19 per cent. 
in wages in the October-November 
period. Here again Mr. Stevens, 
"the most capable man in Australia," 
conveniently omitted to quote his 
authority for the statements he 
made.

It can be seen from the foregoing 
that Mr. Stevens has misled us in 
the past, and that in our own inter-
ests we should look carefully into his 
claims to our respect and confidence. 
Other aspects of his article will be 
considered next week, and these 
emphasise the need for giving pub-
licity not only to the latest political 
intrigue, but particularly to the pur-
poses behind it.—Yours faithfully,

BRUCE H. BROWN. 
Adelaide.

HON. B. S. B. STEVENS 

"The Most Capable Man Available"
A Letter to the Editor from BRUCE H. BROWN.
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How You Can Help the "New Times" to
Increase Its Fighting Strength

A PRACTICAL SUGGESTION FOR EVERY
READER

With the advent of the recent f inancial appeal, the  "New 
Times" was given a further lease of life. However, it is essential 
that immediate steps be taken to increase our REVEN UE sufficiently 
to fully liquidate our costs. We have already taken  steps in this 
direction by starting to build up our advertising r evenue and sales. 
The possibility of getting increased advertising pa rtly depend s upon 
an enlarged circulation. This is where EVERY reader  can help 
without cost to him- or herself.

WHAT YOU CAN DO
We are frequently asked: "What can I do?" Well, you  can 

introduce the "New Times" to your friends, to peopl e interested 
in reform and, whenever the opportunity presents it self, to strangers.

Ask them to try it for a few weeks. Don't rely on t hem having 
the initiative to order it from a newsagent. Get th em to sign the 
" Order on Newsagent" form printed below. They do not  commit 
themselves to take it for a fixed period— and they do not have to 
pay you any money. Pass on the form to their neares t newsagent, 
who w ill supply at 3d. per week. Further copies of the form may 
be had, free and post free, from the "New Times." Parce ls of 
specimen copies of the "New Times" are also availab le (free and 
post free).

The "New Times" is f ight ing YOUR fight.  Will  you he lp it  
to do so more effectively?

ORDER ON NEWSAGENT.

To .......................................................................................
(Newsagent)

Address……………………………………………………………

PLEASE SUPPLY UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE ONE COPY OF “THE 
NEW TIMES.”

Signed………………………………………………………………….

Address………………………………………………………………….
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Any person who has any doubts 
as to the possibilities of the Austra-
lian primary producers to produce 
more than enough for the present 
population, or an increased popula-
tion, would be well advised to learn 
as much as possible about the story 
and progress of the Murrumbidgee 
Irrigation Area. It  is a graphic 
story of how modern scientific meth-
ods of production turned a wilder-
ness into one of the greatest fruit 
growing areas in the world. While 
being a direct challenge to the old 
ideas of scarcity, it also portrays 
with ghastly brilliance the absurdity of 
our present economic system, which 
postulates that the more real assets the 
people produce the further they go 
into debt to the private controllers of 
our money supply.

From a Wilderness to a 
Garden of Eden

As one travels through this mar-
vellous area, with row upon row of 
grape vines and fruit trees stretch-
ing as far as the eye can see, it is a 
refreshing tonic after the arid coun-
try further south. And, as you look 
at this monument to man's ability, 
it is hard to realise that only forty 
years ago this same area was prac-
tically uninhabited and was only fit 
for carrying a few sheep. But what 
of to-day? The Murrumbidgee 
Irrigation Area now has a popula-
tion of 16,900, while the gross an-
nual production is estimated at 
£1,000,000. The industries
include rice growing, wheat, 
general agriculture, fat lambs, 
dairying and fruit. The results are 
a very definite indication of the 
abundance which can be produced in 
Australia. However, as we are all 
painfully aware, it does not imply 
that because this abundance is 
being produced the Australian 
people are getting access to as much 
of it as they desire. Mr. W. M. 
Hughes has informed us, in his 
capacity of Minister for Health, 
that a vast majority of the Australian 
people are suffering ill-health 
through lack of sufficient fruit. 
This is not because there is a 
shortage of fruit, but because the 
people have insufficient money with 
which to buy the fruit. A brief look 
at the following figures will indicate 
the tremendous progress made in 
fruit production on this area: Citrus 
fruits, 620,400 bushels; apples, 
139,000 bushels; peaches, 9849 tons: 
pears, 680 tons, and prunes, 767 
tons. This is yearly production. It 
is very interesting to note that the 
annual production of 5114 tons of 
apricots makes this area the largest 
centre of apricot production in the 
British Empire. But how tragic and 
pathetic it all seems when you think 
of the struggling plight in which a 
great number of the growers on this 
area find themselves at the present 
time!

These Markets
Markets, of course, are the things 

which worry the average fruit 
grower. However, unfortunately, 
like most primary producers, the 
vast bulk of the fruit growers have
very little idea of the realities of 
these things called markets. A very 
good market is waiting right here in 
Australia, which could consume all 
the present production of fruit, and a 
great deal more which the growers 
could easily produce. Unfortunately, 
the people who comprise this market 
have a shortage of that so-called 
mysterious thing called money in 
their pockets. If the growers asked 
why this state of affairs exists they 
would be then starting to get 
towards a solution, where many 
tons of good fruit would not be 
destroyed every year while 
thousands of people starve. 
Although unable to get any 
authoritative figures on the amount 
of fruit dumped every year on this 
area, the writer was assured that it 
was considerable. It seems rather 

appropriate that the dump outside 
Leeton is situated opposite the 
cemetery.

As they are unable to sell their 
produce in Australia, the fruit 
growers adopt the same attitude as 
all our primary producers, who seek 
to sell their goods overseas. The 
Leeton Co-operative Cannery Lim-
ited alone, which is one of the largest 
canneries in the British Empire, be-
sides exporting 200,000 cases of 
canned fruits to the United King-
dom per annum, also ships large 
quantities to Canada and New Zea-
land. However, as the people over-
seas are in the same position as our-
selves, they are also finding it in-
creasingly difficult to buy fruit. As a 
result of this, some of our alleged 
political leaders are actually now 
suggesting that we will have to con-
sume it ourselves. Fancy them dis-
covering that after all these years! 
All we need now is sufficient money 
in the hands of the Australian people 
and this will take place. We will 
then find that the disgraceful system 
which results in 45 per cent, of our 
children suffering from malnutrition 
will be obliterated.

The Rice Industry
A few brief comments on this in-

dustry in relationship to our present 
false economic system indicates that 
this section of the primary producers 
might, with benefit, ask why the 
Rice Marketing Board should be 
seeking markets overseas, when two-
thirds of the Australian nation is 
living on the breadline.

A brief outline of the rapid growth 
of this industry may prove of inter-
est to readers. Following upon suc-
cessful experiments by the Irrigation 
Commission some years ago in the 
growth of rice, this industry has 
now come into prominence on the 
areas, and has gone a long way to-
wards a solution of the problem of 
the utilisation of heavy-class soils. 
As the first commercial crop was 
grown in 1925, and since that time 
the quantity produced is 277,880 
t ons,  wor t h  a ppr oxi ma te l y 
£2,668,600, it offers still further 
proof of the ability of our primary 
producers to increase our real wealth 
to a degree never thought of by our 
forbears, who knew nothing of the 
marvels of modern irrigation 
methods.

The Story of the Scheme
In 1885 the late Alfred Deakin 

while in America was very impressed 
with the possibilities of American 
irrigation schemes, and their similar-
ity, both as regards soil and climatic 
conditions, with certain arid regions 
in Australia. The result of this was 
that an American engineer came to 
Australia in 1886 and made some 
exhaustive inspections.

Work in connection with the Bur-
rinjuck Storage Dam was com-
menced in 1905. The Berembed 
Diversion Weir was commenced in 
1906, and the main canal in 1907, 
while the water was officially turned 
on at Yanco in 1912. A few facts 
in connection with the Burrinjuck 
will indicate the tremendous size of 
this scheme, and will graphically 
illustrate how man has harnessed 
nature. The dam, which impounds 
the waters of the Murrumbidgee 
River, near Yass, has a maximum 
height of 247 feet, with a base 160 
feet thick, tapering to 18 feet at the 
top, and is 752 feet in length. It 
throws the waters into a lake, having 
an area of 12,784 acres. These 
waters are the source of supply for 
the Murrumbidgee Irrigation Areas. 
The catchment area is 5000square 
miles, and the water stored is 
771,641 acre-feet. From the dam the 
water passes along the river channel 
for the distance of 240 miles to 
Berembed Weir.

Burrinjuck not only supplies water 
for the areas, but provides for the 
hydro-electric scheme, regulates the

the flow of the river so as to serve the 
interests of riparian proprietors over 
730 miles of river frontage, assures 
constant supplies of water for the 
towns of Gundagai, Wagga, 
Narrandera, Hay, Balranald, and the 
Hay Irrigation Area, and domestic 
and stock supplies for landholders 
in the south-west of the State, the 
total area of whose holdings is over 
1,000,000 acres.

The capital invested in the whole 
scheme, covering the cost of storage 
dam, diversion weir, main canal, de-
velopments, advances to settlers, 
muni cipal  under taki ngs,  i s  
£7,859,305. The writer was unable 
to get any details in connection with 
the financial debt of the scheme 
However, the outstanding feature of 
the whole scheme is the fact that, in 
spite of the marvellous increase in 
real wealth and the possibilities of 
still further increasing it, the whole 
scheme has been written up as a debt 
by those who created the money to 
finance it—namely, the private 
banks. The growers now have the 
privilege of paying a huge interest 
bill on a wonderful scheme which 
they, in conjunction with the rest of 
the people, brought into existence. 
They now want to increase the storage 
facilities, as I will relate, and they 
will be either told there are no funds, 
or, if they do get the funds, they 
will go still further into debt in 
producing real assets.  Such are the 
wonders of the present economic 
system.

Further Water Storage 
Needed

Although in the past the Burrin-
juck Dam has proved adequate to 
supply all requirements, the recent 
extensions of the irrigation area by 
the Commission, in conjunction with
two drought years, has brought 
about a critical state of affairs. One 
of the features of our present social 
and economic system is the absurd 
way in which we always wait for a 
crisis before taking any action—or 
even discussing any action. No pro-
vision was made for the present set 
of circumstances, mostly because of 
the antiquated ideas which our 
Governments have on matters of 
national importance. Their out-
standing contribution has been to 
popularise the cry, "But where are 
the funds to come from?"

That the present position is reach-
ing a crisis is indicated by the fol-
lowing report, which was published in 
the Murrumbidgee Irrigator of 
November 15. It reads as follows: 
"As a result of investigations car-
ried out by the Irrigator, it is clear 
that, if the present dry conditions 
continue to obtain in the catchment 
area of the Burrinjuck Dam, and the 
water is used at the rate which has 
continued over the past few days, 
the dam will be cut out before 
March 16—even with the present re-
strictions which have been imposed 
on large-area farms." At the time 
of writing, the position had not im-
proved, owing to the continuance of 
the dry weather.

In order to discuss this position, 
the M.I.A. large-area holders re-
cently held a meeting, the report of 
which I have before me. As is usual 
with these meetings, everything was 
discussed except the thing which 
matters—i.e., finance. A resolution 
was passed impressing upon the 
Government the need for action. 
The Governments reply is not yet 
available, but we can be quite sure 
what i t  will  be: "We have no 
funds." And, even if the private 
controllers of money decide to lend 
them the desired amount, the primary 
producers will have the privilege of 
paying the interest bill on this debt 
for centuries to come, while the 
capital debt will probably remain 
forever—that is, unless the rules of 
the present financial system are 
altered. The more real assets the 
people bring into existence from a 
physical aspect, the further into debt 
they go from a financial standpoint. 
The primary producers in this area 
would do well to bear this point in 
mind. 

From a physical standpoint, there 
is no reason why the necessary 
storage scheme should not be 
started immediately. Several 
schemes have been suggested, 
although reliable expert opinion 
favours the diverting of the Snowy 
River. All the natural resources for 
the scheme exist, while we have

 thousands of unemployed men and 
all the other essentials to carry the 
scheme to a successful conclusion. 
Everything is ready to start, but the 
Government will raise all sorts of 
objections about funds. What the 
interested people in this area want 
to do is to point out to the 
Government that they have the con-
stitutional power to create all the 
money necessary for the job, and 
demand that they get on with the 
job. This should be done imme-
diately. As Mr. J. H. Kelly, sec-
retary of the Large Area Committee, 
has truthfully said: "The present 
dry period should not be let go past, 
because people were quick to forget, 
and the same conditions would come 
again later." This is, unfortunately, 
true.

Conclusion
The lesson to be learnt from the 

story of the Murrumbidgee Irriga-
tion Scheme is the same lesson that 
each section of the primary 
producers has got to learn. They 
have got to understand that all 
their efforts at producing real wealth 
will be seriously thwarted if the 
people as a whole have insufficient 
money to buy it. Already the effects 
of the new depression are making it 
harder for the average family to buy 
fruit, while the recent Anglo-
American Trade Treaty is a further 
blow to our fruit growers, as they 
are going to lose considerable 
preferences on the British market. 
The only logical and reasonable 
action for the fruit growers to take is 
to get in behind the Electoral 
Campaign and demand that the 
Australian people get access to 
sufficient money to buy all the fruit 
they want. Instead of dumping some  
of the i r products,  the growers 
will then find the demand fo r  
f r u i t  so  i n c r ea sed  t ha t  they 
will need to produce more. Judging 
from their past efforts, they should 
have very little difficulty in doing 
this. Furthermore, they want to 
demand that all new irrigation 
schemes be written up as an asset 
to the community, instead of as a 
debt. They will not then find them-
selves crippled with a staggering in-
terest bill, as at the present time. 
To pay interest for the use of what is 
ours is a deplorable sign of servitude, 
from which the Australian nation 
has suffered far too much.

DRESS UP!  FOR XMAS

Frank Devlin, tailor, Elizabeth 
House, Melbourne, announces a 
special purchase of the newest and 
best quality suitings for the Christ-
mas season. The range includes the 
smart fancy grey and blues in all 
pure wool worsteds, also the popular 
indigo dye, fine blue twills and her-
ringbone weaves.

These suitings are offered at the 
astonishingly low price of £4/10/-, 
£5/5/-, and £6/6/- for a master, 
hand-tailored suit to measure. A 
cordial invitation is extended to 
clients to visit the workroom, where 
all work is tailored only by skilled 
craftsmen. All branches of made-to-
measure tailoring are catered for, 
including all clerical garments and 
evening dress wear. Open till 9 Fri-
day night, and 'phone number is 
M 5177. Note address: Frank Dev-
lin, for better tailoring, 2nd Floor, 
Elizabeth House, 340 Little Collins 
Street, Melbourne, C.I.

* * *
By patronising advertisers in the 

New Times you help the paper to 
fight YOUR fight. That's obvious, 
isn't it?

Last day for acceptance of your 
Christmas suit to measure: Wednes-
day, December 7.

GOD'S OWN CITY
New York City in 1929 had a 

public debt of $1.824,000,000, 
which was far more than the 
American National debt in 
1914. Expenditure on public 
works fell like a stone from 
$174,000,000 in 1929 to 
$63,000,000 in 1933. But still 
the city’s debt kept rising. In 

1933 it was $2,208,000,000 and 
still it is going up. Capacity to 
raise more money by taxation and 
rates is at its limit. Soon New
Yorkers will be realising that they 
can’t borrow themselves out of 
debt.

T H E  M A R V E L L O U S S T O R Y  O F
P R IM A R Y  P R O D U C T IO N  IN  T H E

M U R R U M B ID G E E IR R IG A TIO N
A R E A

The Only Problem is One of Finance
By ERIC D. BUTLER.
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C . K E N N E D Y , G ro ce r .   H a w. 2 2 9 . 
O pp . C e m eter y  C lo ck , P a rkh i ll  R d ,
D R Y  C L E A N IN G , D epo t &  L ib ra ry  
A . I .  F r a s e r ,  1 8 2  H ig h  S t .  H . 3 7 3 3 .
E . W H IT E .   1 0 9  H ig h  S t .  
C o n fect io n ery  an d  S m o kes.
F L O R I S T , "M a yfa ir ,”  H a w . 1 4 5 2  
C o th a m  R d .,  n e a r  G le n fe r r ie  R d
G I B S O N 'S , H ig h  S t . , o pp . R ia lto .  
H o sie ry , U n der we a r  a n d  A p ro ns .
GIFTS, & All J ewellery Repairs. Old 
Gold Bought. Greaves, opp. Rialto

KEW
IM PE R IAL  D A IR Y .     R .   H .  K ent 9   
B ro ug ha m    S t ree t.  H a w.  3 24 3 . 
L A D IE S  H a ir d re s se r .  H a w .  6 6 0 6 . 
" B u r n ie  S a lo n ,"  8 1  C o th a m  R d . 
M . J . M A R T IN , 1 5 7  H ig h  S t.   H a w.  
3 7 9 4 .   S h o e  S t o re , S h o e  R e p a ir s .  
M O T O R  G A R A G E .    K e w J un ct io n 
S e rv ice  S t a t io n , C r . H ig h  &  D e n -
m ark  S tree ts .     H a w . 6 4 57 . 
R A D IO  E X P E R T .   J . G . L itt lewo o d , 
26 7  H ig h   S t.     A lso   E lec .  A p p ln es.

KEW EAST.
W A T C H , C LO C K  &  JE W E L L ER Y  
R E P A IR S. 1 . P ink , 16 OS WIN  St. 
W IC K E R  &  P ra m  R epa ir s . L . P a v it t ,  
2  H a le  S t . P ic k  u p  a n d  d e liv e r .

MORELAND.
B O O T  R E P A I R S . J . T . N o la n , 
H o lm e s  S t . ,  4  d r s .  M o r e la n d  R d .

N O R T H  F I T Z R O Y .  
K E IT H  PAR LO N , T he F itzroy  T a ilo r, 
4 5  B e s t  S t re e t ,  J W  1 5 5 5 .

N O R T H C O T E .  
G R A Y    &    J O H N SO N     P ty .   L td . 
L e a d in g  L a n d  a n d  E s t a t e  A g e n t s . 
7 4 2  H ig h  S t re e t , T h o rn bu r y .

N O R T H  C A R L T O N .  
W . B R O W N , H a ird resse r &  T o bac-
co n is t, 7 33  N icho lso n  S t., N . C a rlto n .

P A R K D A L E .  
R A D IO  R E P A IR S A N D  SA L E S.
C , B a rnett, 19  H erbert  S t .   X W 20 31 .

S A N D R I N G H A M .  
A . R Y A N , o pp . S tn .,  S ho e  R e pa ir s . 
T enn is  R acque ts  R estrung  fro m  7 /6 .
B I G G S  &  L O M A S , T a i lo r s .  F i r s t -
c la s s  W o rkm a n s h ip .    Su i t  C lu b .  
C O N F E C T IO N E R Y  and  SM O K E S.
Gibson's, Bay Rd., opp. Theatre.      
GROCERS. McKAY & WHITE.
B a y  R d . o p p . T h ea tr e .   X W   1 9 2 4 .
H A IR D R E S S E R   a nd   T o ba cco n is t A .  
E .  G id d in g s ,  1 8  S t a t io n  S t .  
H O M E  M A D E  C A K E S . F .  
T A I L O R , 2 1  B a y  R d .  X W 2 0 4 8 .  
L IB R A R Y , 5 0 0 0  B O O K S . C O U T I E 'S  
N E W S A G E N C Y .

S T .  K I L D A .
H AR V E Y 'S  C O FF E E G A R D E N .
S wee ts .  S m o kes .   2 2 7  B ar k ly  S tr eet

SPRINGVALE.
D A IR Y , M . B o wle r .
B u c k in g h a m  A v e .
R . M A C K A Y  &  S O N S .
G en e r a l S to r eke ep e rs .   U M  9 2 6 9 .

W I L L I A M S T O W N .
D O N   B .  F I S K E N , B a ke r . 1 2 2  
D o ug las   P a ra d e .
D U N S T A N ,  D A IR Y M A N . 2 8  S ta t io n  
R d . 'P h o n e , W 'to w n  1 2 4 . 
H A IR D R E SSE R    an d    T o bacco n ist. C . 
T o m kins, 165  N e lson  P L , 76 Ferg u s o n  
S t .

WINDSOR.
E . C O O K E , 4 9  C ha pe l S t. W . 804 4 . 
H ig h  C l a s s  B u t c h e r  ( C a s h ) .
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VICTORIA
T h e  e s t im a te  o f  e x p e nd itu re  o n  
d e fe nc e  g iv e n  to  e le c to r s  d u r ing  la s t  
e le c t i o n s  w a s  1 0  m i l l i o n  p o u n d s  
th e  t a x p a y e r  i s  i n f o r m e d  t h a t  i t  w i l l
be  7 0  m i l l io ns  o r  o ve r . T a x a t io n  o n  
th e  la tte r  a m o u n t , t o  o b ta in  in te re s t  to  
p a y  th e  in v e s tm e nts  o f  " w id o w s  a n d  
o r p h a ns "  w i l l m e a n  a  s u b s ta n t ia l  
d e d u c t io n  f r o m  th e  in c o m e  o f  t h e  
c o m m u n it y .  S o  m u c h  s o  th a t  t h e  
G o v e r n m e n t w a s  q u ite  j u s t i f i e d ,  i n  
a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  ( h ig h )  
p r i n c i p le s  o f  " S o u n d  F in a n c e ,"  t o  
d e lu d in g  t h e  e le c to r s  th a t th e y  w o u ld  
o n ly  be  re q u ire d  to  se r v ic e  th e  le sse r  
a m o u n t ; o th e r w ise  it  is  p ro b a b le  th a t  
t h e  p r e se n t  ' 'G o v e r n m e n t "  w o u l d  
n o t  h a v e  a t ta ine d  o f f ic e , a nd  t h e  re a l 
G o v e r n m e n t w o u ld  h a ve e x p e r ie nc e d  
d if f ic u lt y  in  im p o s in g  i t s  p ic k -
p o c k e t p o l ic y . I n  th r e e  ju m p s , i n  
a b o u t  a s  m a ny  m o n th s, th e  d e fe nc e  
e s t im a te s  h a v e  re a c h e d  7 0  m il l io n s .  
I f  t h is  e n e r g e t i c  d e b t  k a n g a r o o  i s  
n o t  b r o u g h t  to  a  s to p  i t  is  l ik e ly  it  
w i l l  k e e p  ju m p i n g  t i l l  i t  r e a c h e s  
t h e  h e ig h ts  o f  th e  ta x a b i l i t y  o f  
A u st ra l ia , w h ic h , " T h e  W a tc h m a n , "  
o v e r  th e  a ir ,  h a s  i n f o r m e d  a  w id e  
p u b l ic  t o  b e  o v e r  2 0 0  m i l l i o n s ,  
e s t im a te d  in  r a t io  t o  B r i t a in 's  
a r m a m e n t  e x p e nd itu re .

T h e  p o l ic y  o f G o v e rn m e n t    
b o rr o w in g  a t in te re st to  fin a n c e  
n a ti o n a l  t a k i n g s  i s  a  S W I N D L E .  

T h e  C o m m o n w e a lth  C o n s t i t u t i o n  
e m p o w e r s    F e d e ra l    P a r l ia m e n t    t o  
m a k e  la w s  .  .  .  " i n  r e s p e c t  t o  
c u r r e n c y ,  c o in a g e  a n d  le g a l t e n d e r  
. .  . b a n k in g  .  . . . "  T h e  R o y a l  
C o m m is s io n o f  B a nk in g  R e p o r t  
sa y s : “  .  . . t h e    C o m m o n w e a lth    
B a n k  .  . .  c a n  e v e n  m a k e  m o n e y  
a va i la b le  to  G o v e r n m e n t     o r     o th e r s    
f re e     o f  a ny  c h arge."

T h e  E le c to r a l C a m p a ig n  h a s  b e e n  
d e s ig ne d  t o  e n a b le  e le c t o r s  to  
c o m m a n d P a r l ia m e n t  t o  le g i s la te  
f o r  t h e  w e l l  b e i n g  o f  t h e  n a t io n ,  
t o  b e  t h e  H o u s e  o f  t h e  p e o p le , a n d  
n o t ,  a s  a t  p r e s e n t , t h e  s o v e r e ig n  
in s t r u m e n t  o f  a  p r iv a te  m o n o p o ly .     
F u l l e x p la na t io n o f  t h e  E le c t o r a l  
C a m p a ig n  c a n  b e  o b t a i n e d  f r o m :  
U n i t e d  E le c t o r s  A u s t r a l ia ,  
M c E w a n  H o u s e , F if t h  F lo o r , L it t le    
C o ll ins    S tre e t, M e lb o ur n e ,  C l .  T e l . ,  
M U 2 8 3 4 .

B A Y S W A T E R .  — E r i c  B u t l e r  
a d d r e sse d  a  v e r y  s u c c e ssf u l h o m e  
m e e t ing  a t t h e  re s id e n c e  o f  M r . a nd  
T u r n e r ,  B a y s w a t e r , o n  S a tu r d a y  
e v e n ing , N o ve m b e r  2 6 .  T h o se  
p r e s e n t  w e r e  v e r y  i n t e r e s te d ,  a n d  
E r ic  w a s  k e p t t o  a  la te  h o u r  
a ns w e r ing q u e s t io n s .  I t  i s  e x p e c t e d  
t h a t ,  a s a  re su lt o f th is  m e e tin g , a  
p u b l ic  m e e t i n g  w i l l  t a k e  p l a c e  a t  
t h i s  c e n t r e  i n  t h e  n e a r  f u t u r e .

 G E E L O N G .  - -  N e x t  w e e k  
E r i c  w i l l  a d d r e s s  a  m e e t i n g  a t  
G e e lo n g ,  o n  M o n d a y  e v e n in g ,  
D e c e m b e r 5 . T h e fo l lo w ing  n ig h t,  
T u e s d a y , D e c e m b e r  6 ,  h e  w i l l  g i v e  
a n  a d d r e s s  a t  t h e  E a s te r n  H i l l  F ir e  
S ta t io n.

B E N A L L A .  - -  T h e     A n t i -
N a t io n a l I n s u r a nc e  m e e t in g , h e ld  in  
th e   S h ire    H a ll   o n   N o v e m b e r   18 , 
w a s  su c c e s s f u l a n d  e n t h u s ia s t ic .    
I n  re sp o nse    to    a    pe t it io n   s ig ne d    
b y  r a te p a y e r s ,  t h e  c o u n c i l  a l lo w e d  
th e  u se  o f  t h e  S h i re  H a l l  f r e e  o f  
c h a r g e .  R e v .  L .  E .  W i l k i n s o n  
w a s  i n  t h e  c h a ir ,  a n d  M r .  A la n  C .  
R u s s e l l  a d d re sse d  th e  m e e t in g .   A t  
th e  c lo se  o f  t h e  m e e t in g  f o r t y  
p e r s o ns  v o lu n te e r e d to  c a n v a s  t h e  
to w n ,  s t r e e t  b y  s t r e e t ;  a  s u f f ic ie n t  
n u m b e r  t o  d o  t h e  jo b    th o ro u g h ly .     
T h e    lo c a l   p a p e r f u l ly  re p o r te d  th e

 m e e t i n g , a n d  g a v e  i t  a  f r o n t - p a g e  
s p r e a d .

W A N G A R A T T A  i s  t o  b e  
c o m p lim e n te d  o n it s  re c e nt  a c t iv it ie s .  
T h e  N o r th -E a st  is  in  c a p a b le  h a nd s ,  
a nd  M r . M c E w e n ,  th e  m e m b e r  f o r  
I n d i,  w i l l f i n d  th a t h e  w i l l  h a v e  to  
b e n d  t o  t h e  w is h e s  o f  h is  e le c t o r s  
o r  lo s e  h is  s e a t .

G I P P S L A N D  i s  f o r g i n g  
a h e a d , a nd , no  d o u b t , M r .  P a te r s o n ,  
t h e  m e m b e r ,  h a s  r e a l is e d  e re  t h i s  
th a t  h e  is  s e r v a n t  a n d  n o t  m a s t e r .

H A W T H O R N  G R O U P  w i l l  
m e e t  a t  M r s .  A l l s o p 's  h o m e ,  2 6  
G r o v e  R o a d ,  H a w th o r n , o n  T h u r s -
d a y  e v e n i n g ,  D e c e m b e r  8 .  T h is  
G r o u p  is  s te a d i l y  p ro g re ss ing  a n d  
u n d e r ta k in g  a c t ive  w o rk . T h e  G r o u p  
m e e t s  f o r t n ig h t l y .  Y o u  a r e  i n v it e d  
t o  a t t e n d .  A t  t h e  la s t  m e e t in g  M r .  
F . P a ic e  a d d re s se d  th e  G r o u p  o n  
N a t io na l  I n s u r a nc e .

G E T  T O G E T H E R  M E E T I N G  
i n  t h e  U . E . A .  R o o m s ,  F if t h  
F lo o r , M c E w a n  H o u s e , L i t t le  
C o l l i n s  S t re e t , C it y ,  n e x t W e d ne s -
d a y  e v e n in g , D e c e m b e r  7 . T h e se  
m e e t i n g s  p r o v id e  s u p p o r t e r s  w i t h  
th e  o p p o r tu n it y  to  m e e t th e ir  f e l lo w -
w o r k e r s , t o  o f fe r  s u g g e s t io n s ,  
c r i t ic i s e ,  p r a c t i s e  s p e a k i n g ,  e t c .  
C o m e  a lo ng , a nd  b r ing  y o u r  f r ie nd s !  
Y O U T H  N O T E S .  - -  F r a n k s to n  
r e s id e n ts  r e c e iv e d  t h e  f u l l  b la s t  o f  
t h e  Y o u th  T e a m 's  s i x th  m e e t in g  la s t  
F r id a y  n ig h t . W h e n  th o se  p r e s e n t  
h a d  b e e n  s a f e ly  t ie d  u p  b y  th e  u s ua l 
te a m , th e y  w e re  b a sh e d  int o  
s u b m is s io n  b y  E r ic  B u t le r  w ith  e x -
c e l le n t  r e s u lt s , ju d g in g  b y  th e  n u m -
b e r  o f  d e m a nd  f o r m s  s ig ne d ,  s h o w in g  
th a t t h e  p o l ic y  o f  " p re ss u re  p o l i t ic s  a s  
o p p o s e d  t o  p a r t y  p o l i t i c s "  w a s  
a p p r e c ia te d  b y  t h o s e  p r e s e n t . E r i c  
r e t u r n e d  f r o m  t h e  R i v e r i n a  f u ll o f  
be a ns , a nd  m e t  w ith  a  w a r m  w e lc o m e  
f ro m  th e  b o y s  o n  th e  p la t fo rm .

T H E    Y .S .    A S K S    A    Q U E S -
T I O N . —  H a v e  y o u  s t a r te d    a  
U .E . A .  G ro up  in yo ur d istr ic t? Fo l lo w  
th e  e x a m p le  o f  t h e  Y .S .  a nd c a l l  a  
p u b l ic  m e e t in g  o r  a  h o u s e  m e e t in g , t o  
fo r w a r d  th e  d e m a nd  f o r  t h e  
a b o l i t i o n  o f  p o v e r t y .  T h e  Y o u th  
T e a m  w il l  s u p p ly  s p e a k e r s  w h e r e  
re q u ire d .

P I C T U R E  N I G H T . — T o  b e  
h e ld  a t  t h e  R e g e n t  T h e a t r e  o n  
T h u r s d a y ,  D e c e m b e r  8 .  T i c k e t s  
a v a i la b le  f r o m  M is s  J e a n  B a r n a r d ,  
c /o  U . E .A . , F i f t h  F lo o r ,  M c E w a n  
H o u s e , L i t t le  C o l l i n s  S t r e e t ,  C . I .  
D r e s s  c i r c le  a n d .  s t a l l s ,  2 / 2 .  A r e  
yo u  c o m ing ? A va il y o u rse lf  o f  t h is  
p le a s u r e ,  w h ic h  w i l l  b r i n g  i n  f u n d s  
f o r  t h e  U . E . A .

A R E  Y O U  H E L P I N G  T H E  
Y . S .  T O  A D V E R T I S E ? — H e l p  
t h e  Y . S .  b y  s e n d i n g  i n  a  s m a l l  
d o n a t io n ,  s o  t h a t  t h e y  m a y  m o r e  
e a s i l y  p la c e  t h e  U .E .A .  b e fo r e  t h e  
m a n y  m il l i o n s  w h o  t r a v e l y e a r l y .  
S e n d  y o u r  d o n a t io n  t o  M i s s  J .  
R o b in s o n , Y .S .  p r o p a g a nd a  o rg a n-
i s e r ,  c / o  U .E . A .  ( a d d r e s s  a b o v e ) .

SOUTH AUSTRALIA
R A L L Y . — O n  S a t u r d a y ,  

D e c e m b e r  1 0 , a  ra l ly  w i l l  b e  h e ld  a t  
1 7  W a y m o u t h  S t r e e t .  T h is  w i l l  b e  
a  ve r y  im p o r ta n t m e e t ing ,  in v o lv ing  
A C T I O N  fo r  r e p e a l o f  th e  N a t io na l  
I n s u ra n c e  A c t . T h e  p r e s id e n t , M r .  
F in n ,  w a n ts  e v e r y o n e  t o  b e  p r e s e n t  
to  h e a r  a  r e s u m e  o f  p r o g r e s s  f o r  
p r e s s u r e  p o l i t ic s  d u r in g  t h e  p a s t  
t w e l v e  m o n t h s .  P a s t  a c t io n  h a s  
b r o u g h t a b o u t r e s u lt s w h ic h  m a k e  
M A S S  A C T I O N  a n  im m e d ia t e  
ne c e ss it y .

N o w    t h a t    t h e    P E O P L E    w a n t

OPPORTUNITY FOR 
TEACHERS

S ir ,— O ne  h e a rs  f r o m  t im e  to  t im e  
c o m p la in ts  f r o m  t e a c h e r s  a n d  f r o m  
t h e  p u b l i c  g e n e r a l l y  t h a t  m u c h  
ta u g h t i n  o u r  sc h o o ls  is  o b s o le te  o r  
ir re le v a n t, a nd  th a t  m u c h  o f  im p o r t -
a nc e  is  o m itte d .

T h e  c o u r s e  o f  s t u d y ,  h o w e v e r , i n  
c e r ta in  c a se s  o f f e r s  a  w id e  c h o ic e  o f  
t o p ic s   w h ic h  m a y  b e  s t u d ie d ,  a n d  
a m o n g     t h e s e     is     " B a nk in g     a nd  
M o n e y ."     A l l  te a c h e r s  s h o u ld  a v a i l  
th e m se lv e s    o f  t h is    o p p o r tu n it y    t o  
p o in t  o u t  s o m e t h i n g  o f  t h e  t r u t h  o f  
t h e  m o n e y  s w in d le .— Y o u r s ,  e t c . ,  

F .  A .  P A R K E R .  F r a n k s t o n ,  V ic .

AN OPEN DOOR FOR 
REFORMERS

S ir ,— It s e e m s to  m e  th a t t h e  N e w  
T im e s c a n  a d d  im p e tu s  to  m o n e ta r y  
re fo r m  b y  re c o g n is ing  a n  a v e n u e  fo r  
re fo r m e r s  o p e ne d  b y  th e  R o ya l C o m -
m iss io n  o n  M o ne ta r y  a nd  B a n k ing  
S ys te m s .

P a r a g r a p h  4 8 7  o f  t h e  " R e p o r t "  
( J u l y  1 6 / 1 9 3 7 )  r e a d s : " 4 8 7 .  — F o r  
th e  sa m e  r e a s o n  ( 'w e  th in k  th a t th e y  
a re  o u t s id e  th e  sc o p e  o f  o u r  re fe r -
e nc e ') , w e  h a v e  n o t  f o u n d  it  ne c e s -
s a r y  to  r e p o r t u p o n  o th e r  p r o p o sa ls  
in  w h ic h  th e  s u g g e s te d  a lte ra t io n s i n  
th e  m o n e ta r y  s y s t e m  d e p e n d  u p o n ,  
o r  a re  m e r e ly  inc id e n ta l to , o th e r  
s u g g e s t io n s  f o r  t h e  re c o ns t r uc t io n  o f  
th e  w h o le  e c o n o m ic  s t r uc tu r e . T h e  
p r o p o s a ls  t o  w h ic h  w e  r e f e r  a r e  
th o s e  m a d e  b y  M r .  A .  V .  G r e e n -
w o o d  a nd  th e  E q u a t io n  L e a g u e  o f  
A u s t r a l i a ,  a n d  b y  M r .  L .  G .  D e  
G a r is . "

C le a r l y  " s u g g e s t e d  a lte r a t io n s  i n  
th e  m o ne ta r y  s y s t e m "  c a m e  w ith i n  
th e  te r m s  o f  r e fe re nc e .  H e n c e , th e  
R o ya l C o m m is s io n h a s  a d d e d  s ig n i-
f ic a nc e  to  th e  " su g g e s te d  a lte ra t io ns "  
b y  s h o w in g  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  i n c id e n ta l
to  “ o th e r  s u g g e s t io n s ”  f o r
re c o ns truc t io n . T h is    is  t a n t a m o u n t  
to  s a y in g t h a t ,  i f  t h e  e v id e n c e  
b e h i n d  t h e s e s u g g e s t io n s  c a n  b e  
c o n f ir m e d , t h e  a lte r n a t i v e  is  
" r e c o n s t r u c t io n  o f t h e  w h o le  
e c o n o m ic  s t r u c t u r e . "

A s  t h e  R o y a l  C o m m is s io n ,  a t  a  
c o s t o f , sa y , £ 2 0 ,0 0 0 , h a s  th o u g h t it  
w o r t h  w h i le  to  c a l l t h e s e  p r o p o sa ls  
to  no t ic e , a n d  to  m e n t io n  th e  na m e s  
o f w it ne sse s  su b m itt ing  th e  e v id e nc e ,  
it  w o u ld  s e e m  th a t  th e r e  i s  a  d ir e c t  
a nd  d e f in i te  re sp o ns ib i li t y  o n  th e  
C o m m o n w e a lt h  G o v e r n m e n t to  f o l-
lo w  u p  th is  p a ra g ra p h  w ith  a n  e x -
h a u s t iv e  i n v e s t ig a t i o n  o f ,  a n d  r e p o r t  
o n  t h e  e v id e nc e  a nd  t h e  s u g g e s t io n s  
p u t o u ts id e  it s  sc o p e  b y  th e  r e c e n t  
R o y a l C o m m iss io n .

A C T I O N — i.e . , m o v e m e nt  is  o r ig in -
at ing  f ro m  th e  ind iv id ua l in  so  m a ny  
p la c e s  in  r e a c t io n  to  so m e th in g  th e y  
d o  no t  w a n t ( th e  N . I . P .  A c t a nd  i t s  
re s tr ic t io ns  o f  f re e d o m ) — it b e c o m e s  
o u r  d u ty ,  a s  e n l ig h te ne d  d e m o c r a ts , 
t o  u n if y  t h i s  s p o n t a n e o u s  d e m a n d  
in t o  a  u n i te d  w i l l  a n d  d ir e c t  it  t o -
w a r d s  th o s e  r e s p o n s i b le  f o r  t h e  
c a r r y in g  o u t  o f  t h a t  w i l l — i.e .,  t o -
w a r d s th e  F e d e ra l re p re se n ta t iv e  in  
e a c h  d iv is io n . W e  m u s t , th e re f o re , 
p la c e  o u r  se r v ic e s , a s  i nd iv id u a ls , a t  
t h e  d isp o s a l o f  t h e  N a t io n a l I n s u r -
a nc e  R e p e a l A s s o c ia t io n  ( N . I .R .A .) ,  
a n d  h e lp  t h e m  t o  g e t  t h e  r e s u lt  w e  
a l l w a n t , w h ic h  w il l b e  th e  f i r st  p ra c -
t ic a l s te p  t o w a rd s  P o l i t ic a l D e m o -
cr a c y .

T O W N     H A L L     M E E T I N G .
T h e s e  no te s a re  w r it te n  b e f o r e  th e  
A d e la id e  T o w n H a ll m e e t in g  o n  
N o v e m b e r  2 9 , a r r a n g e d  b y  t h e  
N . I .R . A .  A n  in d ic a t io n  o f  t h e  p u b l ic  
in te re s t  a r o u se d , a n d  p o ss ib le , is  
g iv e n  b y  th e  f a c t  t h a t  3 7 ,0 0 0  d o d -
g e r s  w e re  p r in te d  to  m e e t t h e  re -
q u ir e m e n ts o f  v o lu n ta r y  d is tr ib u t o r s ; 
a nd , s inc e  th e n , a no th e r  2 0 ,0 0 0  h a v e  
b e e n  p r in t e d  f o r  n e w  v o lu n te e r s .

I n  a n t ic ip a t io n  o f  a  r e c o r d  a tte nd -
a n c e  o f  m e m b e r s  a n d  s u p p o r t e r s  a t
th e  r a l l y  o n  S a t u r d a y , D e c e m b e r  
1 0 , M r . F i n n  h a s  b o o k e d  t h e  la r g e  
h a l l  a t  1 7  W a y m o u t h  S t r e e t .  H e r e  
is  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  y o u  h a v e  b e e n  
w a it i n g  f o r  f o r  y e a r s .

P U B L I C I T Y . — E v e r y  r e a d e r  o f  
t h e  N e w  T i m e s i n  S o u t h  A u s t r a l ia  
is  r e c o m m e n d e d  t o  r e a d  t h e  
A d v e r t is e r  o f  N o v e m b e r  2 3  ( p a g e  
2 6 , c o l.  1 ) , a n d  N o v e m b e r  2 4  
( p a g e  2 4 ,  c o l.  7 ) .

R e f o r m e r s  c a n  t h e  m o re  r e a d i l y  
jo in  in  d e m a nd in g  a n  e x h a u st iv e  
G o v e r n m e n t  i n v e s t ig a t i o n  o f  t h e  
fa c ts , p r in c ip le s , a nd  p la ns  b e h ind  
p a r a g r a p h  4 8 7 , a s  t h e r e  a r e  t w o  
na m e s  m e n t io n e d  in  th e  p a r a g ra p h , 
a n d  s o  d e m a n d  f o r  a n  e n q u ir y  w i l l  
no t inv o lv e  th e  im m e d ia te  e nd o rs ing  
o f  e i t h e r  o f  t h e  p r o p o s a ls .

A n  e x h a u s t iv e  e nq u ir y  in t o ,  a nd  
re p o r t o n ,  t h e  " su g g e st io n s  f o r  t h e  
re c o ns t r u c t io n  o f  t h e  w h o le  e c o n o -
m ic  s tr u c tu re "  w i l l i n v o lv e  e v id e n c e  
o n  a l l  a s p e c t s  o f  r e f o r m — la n d ,  
ta r if f , ta x a t io n , so c ia l, a nd  m o ne ta r y  
— a nd  w il l re q u ire  w itne sse s  f ro m  a l l  
v ie w p o in t s .  T h u s  a l l re f o r m e r s  h a v e  
in  t h is  p a r a g r a p h  a  d o o r  le a d in g  to  
th e  c o m m o n g o a l o f  d r a s t ic  a nd  y e t  
c o n s t i t u t io n a l c h a n g e s  t h r o u g h o u t  
th e  b o d y  p o l i t ic .

I  t r u s t  t h a t  t h e  N e w  T i m e s  w i l l  
t a k e  u p  t h is  p ra c t ic a l  p o l i t ic a l c o n -

A c c o r d in g  to  th e  A g e  o f  W e d ne s -
d a y ,  N o v e m b e r  3 0 ,  G e r m a n  b o y s ,  
o n  re a c h ing  th e  a g e  o f  te n , a re  c o m -
p e l le d  t o  u n d e r g o  a n  e x h a u s t i v e  
m e d ic a l t e s t ,  g re a t  a t t e n t io n  b e in g  
p a id  to  lu n g s  a n d  h e a r t , b e f o r e  a n  
e n t r y  is  m a d e  in  a  h e a lth  s ta te m e n t,  
w h ic h  is  f i le d  u n d e r  a  na t io n -w id e  
sys te m .

B y  s o m e  p e c u l ia r  m e n ta l p r o c e s s ,  
th e  A g e  d e d u c e s th a t  " t h e se  e a r ly  
e x a m ina t io n s  a c c o u n t  f o r  t h e  in -
c re d ib le  p h y s ic a l f it n e s s o f  G e r m a n  
y o u th  to -d a y . "

W e  w o u ld  su g g e st  t h a t , i f  su c h  is  
th e  c a se , w e  g iv e  o u r  y o u t h  a n  in -
te ns iv e c o u rse  o f m e d ic a l e x a m ina -
t io ns ,  o r , a lt e r na t iv e ly , sa v e  a l l  t h e  
e x p e nse  o f  b u y ing  ba tt le sh ip s  a nd  
b u i ld in g  u p  a  de fe nc e  fo rc e  to  k e e p  
H it le r  o u t , b y  i n v it i n g  h im  to  ta k e  
o ve r  A u st ra lia — to  th e  be ne f it  o f o u r  
y o u th !

* * *
T h e  o n ly  o b je c t io n  t h a t  I  c a n  s e e  

to  th e  la t te r  id e a  is  th a t  o nc e  th e  
in v a d e r s a r e  h e r e  th e re  w i l l  b e  n o  
f u r th e r  n e e d  f o r  u s  to  b o th e r  a b o u t  
w h e th e r  o u r  y o u th  is  h e a lth y  o r  no t . 
N o t e v e n  B i l ly  H u g h e s  p re te nd s  th a t  
t h e  b i r t h r a t e  a n d  p h y s ic a l  w e l l -
be ing  o f o u r p e o p le  is  o f a ny  im p o r t-
a nc e , a p a r t  f r o m  d e f e nc e  r e a s o n s .  I t  
lo g ic a l l y  f o l lo w s  th a t  i f  t h e re  w e r e  
no  d a ng e r  o f in v a s io n  w e 'd  be m uc h  
b e t te r  o f f  w ith o u t a n y  p o p u la t io n  a t  
a l l,  e x c e p t f o r  t h e  B a i l l ie u s ,  B i l ly ,  
C a s e y ,  R .  G .  M e n z ie s ,  a n d ,  o f  
c o u r s e ,  a  f e w  la c k ie s  to  d o  th e  w o r k .

* * *
C o m m e n t in g  o n  t h e  s t o c k  e x -

c h a n g e  p o s it io n  i n  A m e r ic a , t h e  
C a th o l ic  T im e 's , u nd e r  th e  h e a d ing , 
" S t o c k  E x c h a n g e  C o l la p s e "  r e f e r s  
t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  N e w  Y o r k  
S to c k  E x c h a n g e  h a s  be e n  c o n v e r te d  
f r o m  a  p r iv a te  c lu b  i n to  a  p u b l ic  in -
s t it u t io n ,  in d ic a t in g  th a t c o n t r o l is  
g ra d u a l ly  p a ss in g  f r o m  th e  h a nd s  o f  
p r iv a te  b a n k e r s  to  th e  G o v e r n m e n t  
a nd  th e  s m a ll  in v e s to r .

T h a t  i n  it s e lf  is  a  g o o d  t h in g , b u t  
th e  s a m e  p a p e r  a d d s  to  th e  e v id e nc e  
o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  t r e n d  t o w a r d s  
so c ia l a nd  m o n e ta r y  re fo r m  th e  f a c t 
th a t , d e s p ite  th e  s c re a m in g  c r i t ic is m  
a n d  g lo o m y  f o r e c a s t in g  o f  t h e  
A m e r ic a n  b a n k e r s ' p re s s , R o o s e v e lt  
i s  i n  a s  s t r o n g  a  p o s i t i o n  a s  e v e r .  .

* * *
I t  w i l l  b e  s e e n  t h a t  a  r e p o r t  i n  

th is  iss u e  f r o m  o u r  N e w  Z e a la n d  
c o r r e s p o n d e n t  r e f e r s  t o  a  s i m i la r  
s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s  i n  t h a t  c o u n t r y ,  —
ba n k s a nd  p re ss sh r ie k ing  o f th e  
S a va g e  G o v e r n m e n t 's  i n iq u it y , w h i le  
th e  o n ly  re s p o n se  o f  t h e  p e o p le  is  to  
d e m a nd  th a t th e  S a v a g e  G o v e rn m e n t  
be c o m e  ev en  m o re  " i n iq u ito u s "  a s  
q u ic k l y  a n d  t h o ro u g h ly  a s  p o ss ib le .

I t  is  ra th e r  re f r e s h in g  to  f i n d  th a t  
e v e n  th e  m ig h ty  p re s s  is  no  e x c e p -
t io n  t o  th e  r u le  t h a t  " y o u  c a n 't  f o o l  
a l l  t h e  p e o p le  a l l  t h e  t im e . "

W h ic h  r e m i n d s  u s  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  
s ig n s  t h a t  e v e n  t h e  M u r d o c h  p r e s s  
is  f o r c e d  t o  ta k e  n o t ic e  o f  w h a t  t h e  
p e o p le  w a n t , i n s t e a d  o f  t e l l i n g  
th e m  w h a t  t h e y  o u g h t  to  w a n t .

* * *
S h a k e s p e a r e  s a id ,  “ A l l  m e n  a r e  

l i a r s , ”  a n d ,  t a k in g  i t  t h a t  w o m e n  
a r e  u n d e r s t o o d  t o  b e  i n c l u d e d  i n  
th e  r e m a r k , w e  a r e  i n c l i n e d  to  a g r e e

ta c t , a n d  w o r k  d ir e c t ly  f o r  t h e  g e t-
t i ng  o f  t h e  f u l l  e nq u ir y  i n d ic a te d  b y  
th e  ve r y  s ig n if ic a n t  w o rd ing  o f  th e  
p a ra g r a p h .— Y o u rs , e t c .,

L .  G .  D E  G A R I S .  
B o x  5 9 .  G e e lo n g , V ic .

A PRACTICAL
APPRECIATION    AND

A SUGGESTION
S ir ,— A s  a n  a p p re c ia t io n  o f  t h e  

g re a t  w o r k  th e  N e w  T im es is  d o in g  
fo r  h u m a n it y , w e  h a v e  p le a s u re  i n  
e nc lo s in g  a  s m a ll  g if t  ( £ 1 )  to w a r d s  
th e  f o r m a t io n  o f  a  f u nd  fo r  th e  p u r -
p o se  o f  e s ta b l is h in g  t h e  N e w  T i m e s  
o n  a  m o r e  s e c u r e  b a s is .  I f  5 0 0  o r  
1 0 0 0  re a d e r s  inc lu d e  th e  N e w  T im e s  
i n  t h e  l is t  o f  f r ie n d s  to  w h o m  g if t s  
a r e  to  b e  p r e se n te d  th is  C h r is t m a s ,  
th e  fu t u re  o f  t h e  p a p e r  w i l l b e  a s -
s u re d . B e s t w is h e s . — Y o u rs  v e r y  
s inc e re ly ,

— " T O M .  D IC K  &  H A R R Y . "  
Y a l lo u r n . V ic .

w i t h  h i m .  B u t ,  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  
m o s t  o f  us  a re  in c li ne d  to  c o ve r  th e  
n a k e d n e s s  o f  t h e  s h a m e f u l l ie  w ith  
th e  g a r b  o f  a p p a r e n t  t r u t h .  H o n e s t  
J o e  L y o n s , h o w e v e r , h a s  n o  t r u c k  
w ith  s u c h  d e c e it s  a s  th e  f o l lo w ing  
e x t r a c t  f r o m  H a n s a r d  p r o v e s .

M r . W a r d : I n  v ie w  o f  t h e  w id e -
s p re a d  d is s a t is f a c t io n  e x p r e s s e d  b y  
a l l  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  
a g a in s t  t h e  p r o v i s io n s  o f  t h e  
N a t io n a l H e a lth  a n d  P e ns io n s  I n -
s u ra n c e  A c t ,  w i l l  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  
ta k e  a  re fe r e nd u m  o f  th e  p e o p le , in  
o r d e r  to  a sc e r ta in  th e ir  v ie w s  in  r e -
s p e c t  o f  it  b e f o re  i t  b e c o m e s  o p e r a t i v e  
i n  M a y  n e x t ?

M r .     L y o n s : T h e     h o n o u r a b le  
m e m b e r  is ju s t  a s s u m i n g  w i th o u t
a n y  b a s i s  f o r  h i s  a s s u m p t i o n ,  t h a t  
th e re    is   w id e sp re a d  o p p o s it io n   to  t h e  
A c t .   H is  la u g h t e r  d o e s  n o t  a d d  to    
a ny    e v id e nc e    o f    d issa t isfa c t io n  
w h ic h  h e  h a s  p r o d u c e d  u p  t o  t h e  
p r e s e n t ,  w h ic h  is  n i l .    T h e  
G o v e r n m e n t  h a s  n o  i n t e n t i o n  o f  
t a k i n g  a  r e f e r e n d u m  o f  t h e  p e o p le  
w i t h  r e g a r d     t o     t h is     m a t te r .—
H a n sa r d ,  N o v e m b e r  2 2 , p a g e  1 8 0 1 .

* * *

A n  A . A . P .  c a b le  f r o m  L o n d o n  
s ta te s : " S u r v e y in g  A u s t r a l i a n  a n d  
N e w  Z e a la n d  c o n d i t i o n s  a t  t h e  
a n n u a l m e e t in g  t o - d a y  o f  D a lg e t y  
a nd  C o . L td .,  t h e  c h a ir m a n  ( M r .  
E d m u n d  P a r k e r )  s a id  t h a t ,  w h i l e  
h e  w a s  n o t  p e s s im is t ic ,  h e  c o n -
s id e r e d  th e  C o m m o n w e a lth  no t a s  
p r o s p e r o u s  a s  la s t  y e a r . A u s t r a l ia  
w a s  l ik e ly  to  e x p e r ie nc e  a  na tu ra l 
s e q u e n c e  o f  r e d u c e d  s p e n d i n g  
p o w e r .

" I n  N e w  Z e a la n d  t h e  o u t lo o k  
w a s  o b sc u r e d  th ro u g h  th e  fo r w a r d  
p o l ic y  o f  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t ,  w h ic h  
w a s  d e te r m ine d  t o  c a r r y  o u t s o c ia l 
s c h e m e s  c o s t in g  £ 2 0 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  s te r l i n g .  
H e  q u e r ie d  w h e t h e r  a  p o p u la t i o n  o f  
1 , 5 0 0 , 0 0 0  c o u l d  s t a n d  s u c h  a  s t r a in ;  
w h ic h  a l r e a d y  w a s  c a u s in g  a n x ie t y . "

T h e  o l d ,  o l d  s t o r y .  T h e  n a t u r a l  
s e q u e n c e  i s n ' t  b y  a n y  c h a n c e  a  
r e d u c t io n  o f  g o o d s — n o t  t o  th e  
e x t e n t  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  l e s s  t h a n  a  
h u g e  s u p e r f l u i t y .  T h e  N e w  Z e a la n d  
s o c ia l  s c h e m e  is  n o t  r e a l l y  c o s t i ng  
tw e n ty  m i l l io n  p o u nd s , b u t  m e r e l y  t h e  
e f f o r t  o f  a  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  a  m i l l i o n  
a n d  a  h a l f  t o  a d d  t o  t h e  w e a lt h  o f  
t h e  c o m m u n i t y — w e  c a n  s e e  n o  
c a u s e  f o r  a n x ie t y  i n  th a t . T h e  
p o p u la t io n  a r e  no t  o n ly  w i l l i n g ,  b u t  
e a g e r  a n d  e a s i l y  a b le ,  t o  m a k e  th e  
e f f o r t . I f  t h e y  w e r e n 't  t h e r e  w o u l d  b e  
c a u s e  f o r  a n x ie t y .

I n  1 9 0 3  D r .  R u t h e r f o r d  H a r r i s ,  
th e  w e l l-k no w n  S o u th  A f r ic a n  
f in a n c ie r ,  w a s  c o n t e s t i n g  D u lw ic h  a t
a  b y e -e le c t i o n  i n  t h e  C o n s e r v a t i v e  
i n t e r e s t . B e i n g  u s e d  t o  t h e  f r a n k e r  
m e t h o d s  o f  y o u n g  a n d  v ig o r o u s  
c o m m u n i t ie s ,  h e  a n n o u n c e d
p u b l i c l y  t h a t  h e  h a d  s e n t  £ 1 0 ,0 0 0  t o  
t h e  C o n s e r v a t i v e  P a r t y  f u n d s. —
“ T h e  P a r t y  S y s t e m , ”  b y  B e l l o c  a n d  
C h e s t e r t o n .
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T O P I C A L  T I T B I T S  F R O M  T H E
By "LEXICON."

T H E  C A N A D I A N  M A P L E  L E A F
9 UPPER ESPLANADE, ST.   KILDA

(opposite Baths)
Under New American Management.

Exclusive Guest House.    Glorious View. Hot Water Service, 
Every Modern Convenience, Excellent Cuisine.

BOARD FROM £2/5/- per Week, including Free Monthly 
Season Tickets for Baths. Car Accommodation Free.

WEDDINGS, PARTIES, PRIVATE DINNERS AND 
DANCES CATERED FOR

Special Tariffs for Permanent Boarders.
Private Rooms With Breakfast.

Advance Bookings…………………..Phone Windsor 2071.

MRS WRIGHT, Proprietress.


