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A FEW BRIEF FACTS
In order to give the reader 

some conception of the size of this 
industry, I have classified the fol-
lowing brief facts.

There are nearly 10,000 grow-
ers of sugar cane in Queensland 
and northern New South Wales. 
In addition to the farmers there 
are over 20,000 men employed in 
the raw sugar industry, including 
engineers, mechanics, and repre-
sentatives of nearly all the skilled 
trades. This  is  apart  fr om all  
the thousands of men on the rail-
ways, wharves, in the ships, re-
fineries and other occupations.

The capital amount invested in 
the fa rms  is  est imated a t 
£20,000,000, while the mills, with 
their plants, are worth at least 
£10,000,000.

The sugar cane produced in 
Australia in a normal year is  
about 4,000,000 tons, and raw 
sugar production is approximately 
600,000 tons. As in other pri-
mary industries, agricultural sci-
ence has played a big part. The 
yield of cane per acre has doubled 
in th ir t y years.  In 1920 each 
acre of cane harvested yielded 
1.88 tons of sugar, while in 1929 
the yield per acre was 2.41 tons. 
In 1937 an all-time Queensland 
and world's  record was estab-
lished, when production figures 
showed that only 6.76 tons of cane 
were required to make a ton of 
sugar.

Sugar experts are unanimous 
that Queensland has some of the 
finest sugar growing country in 
the world. From a physical stand-
point the industry has overcome 
practically every problem, but, like 
every other primary industry in 
Australia today, the sugar industry 
is being paralysed by our present 
privately controlled system of

debt-finance. The sugar growers 
may have hewn farms out of the 
tropical jungles, but they don't 
own them. That privilege belongs 
to the private bankers, who have

(Continued on page 3.)

Senator Collings (Queensland, 
Leader of the Opposition), speak-
ing to the States Grants (Youth 
Employment) Bill 1939, said:

“ . . . The boy, when confronted 
with the rotten and evil competi-
tive conditions in which the world 
is struggling, has to unlearn many 
of the things that have been 
taught him if he wishes to survive
in the maelstrom, where the only 
law recognised is the law of tooth 
and claw—the law of the jungle."

Senator McBride: "That surely 
is an exaggeration."

Senator Collings: "If the Min-
ister thinks that what I am say-
ing is an exaggeration of the posi-
tion, will he explain the need for 
this measure that is brought for-
ward to rescue some, at least, of 
the 90,000 young men compris-
ing that lost legion of young Aus-
tralians who, under existing con-
ditions, can find no place in the 
industrial life of this country, be-
cause they have no hope of em-
ployment. They are without hope, 
human outcasts, compelled, many 
of them, to congregate at street 
corners, where they unlearn nearly 
all the best things that were 
taught them in their earlier years. 
SOME WHO CRITICISE THIS 
Y O U T H  E M P L O Y M E N T

"I have read with much interest 
the series of articles written by you, 
under your own name, on your 
recent visit to Central China. As 
a Japanese, I admit that you show 
considerable sympathy with us and 
what we are doing, and I do not 
mind even admitting that some of 
the complaints you make against us 
are justified. But I feel that, while 
you may understand the Japanese 
in general, and feel very friendly 
towards the elderly gentlemen that 
you, as a foreigner, meet socially, 
you are out of sympathy, because 
you are out of touch, with what you 
call in your last article, the 'new 
Japanese.'

"Now, these new Japanese are 
young people. I am one of them. 
We are not necessarily army offi-
cers; many of us are in Govern-
ment offices, business houses, and 
even in the professions; and we 
feel that, in going into China, we 
must do something more than just 
exploit the Chinese for the bene-
fit of a few Japanese business 
houses. We certainly have strong 
nationalist feelings, and, if we are 
anti-British, or anti-foreign in

MOVEM EN T AS KS W HERE 
I S  T H E  M O N E Y  T O  
COME FROM ? I T SHOULD 
BE A CRIME EVEN TO MEN-
TION MONEY IN  THIS 
CONNECTION. The vital prob-
lem which confronts the Govern-
ment is to find a place for these 
young men in the scheme of 
things; and I remind the Senate 
that the conditions which make 
this Bill necessary are the Gov-
ernment's responsibility—not ours. 
The Government must, somehow, 
find jobs for the youths. Under 
present conditions these young 
men, who are potential wealth-
producers, are not only a na-
tional loss, but, as Senator Fraser 
has said, they are also a spiritual 
loss, and a cultural loss. No price 
is too high to pay to rescue them 
from the sea of misery and des-
titution in which they and their 
parents have been plunged. WE
MUST FIND THE MONEY 
TO MEET THE NEEDS OF 
THESE YOUNG PEOPLE. 
MONEY IS READILY MADE 
AVAILABLE TO BUY OR 
MAKE MUNITIONS WITH 
WHICH TO BLOW MEN'S 
SOULS TO HELL OR TO DE-
STROY THEIR BODIES AND 
HANG THEM, SHATTERED

(Continued on page 8.)

general, it is probably to some ex-
tent on those grounds. But, mainly, 
we are anti-foreign in China be-
cause we are anti-exploitation in 
the mere commercial sense, just as 
we are anti-uncontrolled-big-
business in our own country. We 
don't want a patched-up settlement 
in China, such as some of our own 
big business men and, we feel, most 
Britishers want, simply because we 
think that such a settlement would 
leave China still exploited, and this 
not for the benefit of the Japanese 
nation, or even the British nation, 
but just for the benefit of a few 
British and Japanese interests.

"Do you honestly feel, you who 
seem to write and think like some-
body who has sympathy with the 
ordinary people, that we are to 
blame for this? Do you think that, 
because we hold these convictions, 
we are 'imperialists' or 'militarists' 
of 'Fascists' or all the things you 
do not seem to like?

"You will probably answer that 
you have nothing against our 
motives, but that you do not like 
our methods; that we do not under-
stand 'business,' and that, conse-
quently, we hold business up. That 
may be true, too, but we shall 
learn in time. We are young, and 
youth is the time when you do 
learn things. It is also the time 
when people have the courage and 
the will to fulfill their ideals. We 
have this, and we are determined 
to build this 'new order in East 
Asia' as we think it should be. 
But, when the time comes for a 
general settlement, I don't think 
you will find us unreasonable, if 
your people are not unreasonable. 
We shall not ask them to change 
their ideas. They can go on think-
ing that buying cheap and selling 
dear is a basic law of nature, to 
which in their own lands all the 
laws of humanity must be subor-
dinate. All that we shall insist upon 
is that they respect our point of 
view and limit their activities in 
China to those which promote" the 
welfare of the Chinese people as a 
whole. That's all.

"'NEW JAPANESE.' 
"Tokyo,

"June 13, 1930."

VICIOUS CIRCLE
RAGS Make Paper, 

Paper Makes Money,

Money Makes Banks 
(and vice versa),

Banks Make Loans, 

Loans Make   Poverty, 

Poverty Makes RAGS.

NEW JAPAN SPEAKSW h ite  L ab ou r  in  S u gar  In d u stry  
C o n q u e r s  th e  T r o p ic s

But Financial Problem Not Yet Tackled
By ERIC D. BUTLER.

Australians, as a whole, know very little about their own great 
continent, and, some of  them, still  less about money. If  we had a 
real educational system, our ignorance on these matters would not 
be so pronounced. The following article sets out to survey one of 
Australia's most  important industries, and the manner in which 
that industry, in spite of financial difficulties, has proved a won-
derful asset in the conquering of  the tropics by white labour. I 
refer to the Sugar Industry.

For many years Queensland has been regarded by the whole 
world as a crucible, in which a great experiment was being con-
ducted. Two-fifths of Australia lies within the tropics. Could 
Queensland demonstrate that the white man could effectively con-
quer and live in the tropics?

The answer has been supplied by this great industry, with the 
result that Australia is the only country in the world where cane 
sugar is produced by white labour.

But even sugar growers are finding that they have an even 
more formidable adversary than climatic or physical conditions. 
They have overcome these, only to find a rotten financial system 
keeping the majority of them on very little above a slave basis.

Under this heading, the "Japan News-Week" (Tokyo) of June 
17 published the letter to its editor, which we reproduce below. 
"Japan News-Week" is printed in English, and is produced and 
published by non-Japanese. The editor is H. Vere Redman.

"Lost Legion of Young Australians"

SENATOR COLLINGS OUTSPOKEN

"EXEMEX'
Clears   up Obstinate 

Skin Troubles.

Obtainable only from

RICHARD   E. 
BROTCHIE,

45 Brunswick St., 
Eastern Hill, N.6.

Phone: J 1873.

" C A T A R R H E X "
Clears Up Catarrh.

A. Nasal.
B. Pulmonary,
C. Stomachic.
Obtainable only from

RICHARD   E. 
BROTCHIE,

45 Brunswick Street, 
Eastern Hill, N.6.

'Phone: J 1873.
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A  N E W  Z E A L A N D  M Y S T E R Y M U S T  M E N    M A K E    W A R ?

Evidently the Government of 
New Zealand expects to encounter 
a classic restraint of unusual kind 
on the part of suppliers, and, if its 
worst fears are realised, things are 
likely to become awkward. But it 
is not clear, on the face of the pro-
position, whether we are to infer—

(a) That    human    nature    has
changed;

(b) That, therefore, business   is
not as black as   sometimes
painted; or

(c) That the Government is even
further than usual from the
realities.

HUMAN NATURE CHANGED?
With regard to (a), and without 

going as far as Kipling, who some-
where remarked that "we are very 
slightly changed from the semi-
apes," I feel reasonably certain 
that a quarter of a century is too 
short a time for any amelioration 
to become apparent. Twenty-five 
years ago we were firmly con-
vinced that there were none like 
us.  The Germans held at least 
as firmly the same conviction of 
themselves. So also did the Latins, 
the Scandinavians, the Patagonians, 
the headhunters, and Dr. Crippen.

Our national self-esteem was 
quite naturally an extension of the 
good opinion we held of ourselves 
as individuals. Were we 
businessmen, our textbook was 
"Letters From a Self-made 
Merchant to His  Son. " Were 
we clerks,  although conscious of 
the superiority of certain clerks 
over certain other clerks, as, for 
instance, of the civil servant over 
the bank servant, and of all clerks 
over all labour, we knew, of 
course, that OUR labourers were 
better than anybody else's labourers. 
Were we workmen, we despised all 
clerks, capitalists, and 
Parliamentarians, until our 
nationality was affronted, 
whereupon our c l e r k s  became 
exalted, our capitalists bigger and 
better than anybody else's, and Par-
liamentarians . . . oh well, we 
voted for the blighters again, any-
way.

It seems to me that everything 
is pretty much as it was, or, as 
Barry Pain's Mrs. Murphy might 
say, "even more so." Certainly, 
while class distinction shows no 
abatement, it is clear that national 
ideologies are more aggressive 
today: and, if anyone is inclined to 
think I exaggerate by the state-
ment that Dr. Crippen esteemed 
himself a decent sort, we have the 
recent confession of Al Capone as 
more sinned against than sinning.

PROFITS PALL?
When, therefore, we turn to a 

consideration of (b), the picture of 
The Profiteer apostrophising the 
Pound Sterling in the famous 
words of Lovelace, 
"I could not love Thee, Dear, so

much,
Loved I not Honour more," 

doesn't seem to belong. It is my 
considered opinion that, as "The 
Letters From a self-made Merch-
ant, etc.," are still running into 
editions, there are no grounds what-

ever for pessimism as to business 
accepting its profits. So far from 
forcing contracts upon manufac-
turers, I believe it to be only neces-
sary to leave them lying around 
loose to produce an abnormal crop 
of patriotic millionaires. The cryp-
tic proposition that "Business is 
business" still holds, and is not to 
be confused with "Love thy neigh-
bour," except when knighthoods are 
being conferred.

GOVERNMENT FURTHER 
FROM REALITY?

With regard to the final pro-
position (c), it seems difficult to 
believe that any Governments 
could be further from realities than 
our Empire Governments were in 
the pre-war period, except that it 
has to be admitted that by attempt-
ing to maintain the status-quo to-
day they do appear more futile 
and ridiculous now, than then. But 
that is because we, the people, are 
nearer reality in our uncensored 
moments.

You have merely to remind your-
selves of the attitude that every self-
respecting British Government has 
always taken when it was a 
question of something good for the 
people, to perceive that Parliaments 
are really tagging along unwillingly 
behind us, and not going some-
where else altogether, though they 
probably would but for us.

For instance, they gave us old-
age pensions after—long after— 
warning us of the peculiar circum-
stances that, while it was most 
seemly for the well-to-do to accept 
a large pension from the State for 
doing nothing much, it was a de-
grading proceeding for a poor man, 
after a life of toil, to accept a small 
pension from the same source.

Again, they consented to reduc-
tion of working hours after a 
strenuous opposition, founded on 
the official belief that the health of 
the worker, although not all that 
could be desired, would suffer still 
further deterioration, since the 
worker would have more time in 
which to get drunk.

The existence of women was not 
even nationally recognised, and the 
question of women's suffrage, when 
it was thrust upon the Mother of 
Parliaments, was considered so out-
rageous that it was easily talked out 
of session by the simple expedient 
of protracting a debate on a Bill 
dealing with tail-lights on vehicles.

* * *
Whoever was the Minister re-

sponsible for the utterance quoted 
by the footwear merchant, he must 
have had something on his mind in 
thus speaking of compulsion. Pos-
sibly, all these conversations with, 
and about, Fascist peoples had had 
a more powerful effect on his mind 
than he was aware of. It is pos-
sible that, having grasped the prin-
ciple that the only way to get 
people to do something they don't 
want to do is to use force, he 
thought it just as well to introduce 
a little democratic confusion, and 
force them to do everything, 
whether they want to or not.

If that be so, we may expect a

The martyr complex, or desire 
to sublimate self-interest in some 
worthier cause, is inherent in every 
human being. War seems to offer 
the greatest scope for dramatic sub-
limation of self to a high ideal. It 
appeals to the Galahad in youth to 
"lay down his life for his country." 
One wonders though what propor-
tion of the ten millions who died 
in the last war really expected to 
be killed, as compared with that 
which dreamed of triumphal victory 
marches and decorations?

The writer longed to be old 
enough to be in the front line kill-
ing the "hated Huns," and dreamed 
youthful dreams of leading deci-
mated companies of men to victory 
over vastly-superior forces, but he 
never attained to the knowledge of 
what it meant to actually kill 
another human being, and never in 
any circumstances did he think of 
himself as being among the dead. . 
It is true that there were many 
great souls who, after exercising 
their minds on the question of 
where their duty lay, and realising 
to the full the horror of that which 
they were going to do, joined the 
fighting forces because of a sincere 
belief that by so doing they were 
helping to right a great wrong. 
Those of them who returned are, 
for the most part, convinced that 
they fought in vain. The world is 
no better today than it was in 
1914.

ECONOMIC   CAUSE, AND 
INDIVIDUAL "ESCAPE"

It is becoming a generally 
accepted belief that the main factor 
in the unfriendly relations that exist 
between the great Powers is the 
economic one. Tientsin and Danzig 
may be the excuses for a major 
conflict, and reports of insults and 
outrageous acts of violence may be 
used for the purpose of stirring up 
public feeling here, but the fact re-
mains that there would be less 
danger of war with Japan if it 
were not for the fact that vested 
interests are fearful of losing their 
valuable trade concessions in the 
Far East as a result of that nation's 
activities. By the same token, it 
is possible that many individuals 
are the more willing to go to war 
by reason of the fact that they 
think that by so doing they will 
escape from their own personal 
problems. In this post-war era of 
depressions and unemployment it 
seems reasonable to suppose that 
there are many hundreds of Aus-
tralians who feel that any change

Bill before very long compelling 
shareholders to accept dividends, 
wage-earners to accept wages, beg-
gars to receive charity, and so on.

I think it must be acknowledged 
that this wholesale compulsion is 
as good a way as any to impress 
the people that sovereignty at pre-
sent resides not in the people but 
in their representatives.

would be for the better, even war. 
That statement is not so ridiculous 
as it may seem. An unemployed ex-
serviceman once told the writer 
that, having suffered the tortures 
of mustard gas, besides being 
severely wounded on two occasions, 
he would welcome another war as a 
relief from the privations and 
ignominy of his state as an un-
wanted worker. "We was treated 
like men, not like dogs, in them 
days," he added.
Time, of course, had taken the 
edge off the man's memory of the 
horrors of war, but the fact re-
mains that, having been through 
them, he was prepared to undergo 
them again, in order to escape the 
problems of life on the dole, quite 
overlooking the fact that by going 
to war he merely found a tempor-
ary solution to the problem of fry-
ing in the pan by jumping into 
the fire. When, by the greatest of 
good fortune, he escaped death by 
the fire, it was only to find the 
problem of the frying pan greatly 
increased. None of us who is old 
enough to make a comparison be-
tween the pre-war days and the 
present would suggest for a 
moment that the world was any 
the better as a result of the Great 
War; in fact, i t is  doubtfu l  
whether one would find many 
people who would not agree that
considerably the worse, insofar as 
the lot of the majority of its 
inhabitants is concerned.

THE OLD JARGON
Today our statesmen are driv-

ing the same hard bargains as of 
old -- exchanging "rights" for 
"rights," guarantees for guarantees, 
and threatening wr ongs for  
wrongs. As of yore, it is the other 
fellow who is the scoundrel, while 
our virtue is unimpeachable. If war 
comes, as it inevitably must, unless 
we do something about it we will 
once again be asked to "fight for 
democracy," "protect our women 
and children," "make a world fit 
for heroes." Yet the last war 
taught us that war negates demo-
cracy; women and children are 
saved by peace and killed by war; 
while the lands fit for heroes to 
live in will never be discovered by 
battleships.

There are those who would argue 
that evil must be used to overcome 
evil, force with force. In that case, 
they must show us how and where 
evil was defeated in the last war, 
and tell us who is to be the judge 
who will decide between the so-
called democracies. Russia and the 
totalitarian States.

Others argue that men are born 
fighters, and that war is inevitable 
while two of them inhabit the 
earth. A few hundred years ago 
the Scots were the sworn enemies 
of the English, yet they live to-
gether amicably enough today, 
despite the fact that they are

(Continued on page 6.)

Would Producers Decline Orders?
By "THE WALRUS."

Extract from the Rockhampton "Morning Bulletin" of July 1, 
1939, under heading, "Must Accept Orders for Milita ry Boots":

"Every boot factory in New Zealand has received ord ers for the 
manufacture of military boots. One footwear merchan t stated that 
no factory was allowed to decline these orders."

Extract from W. Shakespeare's "Merchant of Venice," dated July 
22, 1598:

"Shylock: 'On what compulsion must I?   Tell me that!' 
"The Law: The quality of mercy is not strained,

(Portia)      It droppeth, as the gentle rain from heaven,
Upon the place beneath: it is twice blessed.' "

By "LEXICON."

Why do men make war? Standing up to one's knees in the 
mud of the trenches is an uncomfortable, messy busi ness. Acting 
as a target for tons of steel and high explosives a lso has its dis-
advantag es. Madness, blindness, physical incapacitation, an d death 
are not desirable ends in themselves, while being a  hero in a bath 
chair during the short period of popular adulation hardly compen-
sates for the weary years of being a poor encumbere r of the earth 
in the eyes of a public, which has forgotten to be grateful.

It might be argued that the makers of war are not those who
suffer its hurts and privations. I would suggest, however, that no
one could make war, not kings nor statesmen nor diplomats, if they
weren't reasonably certain of the co-operation of the man in the
street when it comes to doing "the dirty work." To the extent that
we show our willingness, in times of peace, to fight in time of war,
we must take our share of the blame, and, to the extent to which we
incline to belligerence and anger in our relations with our family
and neighbours, we are acquiescing in the spirit of hatred which
makes war possible.
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never cleared an acre of land in 
their history. They sit in com-
fort and only create money, and, 
by the process of only lending it 
to the sugar growers and charg-
ing them interest for the use of 
it, are slowly but surely getting 
complete control of the whole in-
dustry. And, the more work the 
sugar growers do, then the more 
assets they create for the banks. 
As for the question of the in-
creasing number of Italians in the 
industry, it appears that the banks 
welcome them more than the Aus-
tralians or Britishers because they 
are prepared to work harder. I 
used to think that slavery had 
been abolished!

THE EXPORT MANIA
Like every other primary in-

dustry in Australia today, the 
sugar industry, and its "leaders," 
suffers from the export mania. 
"Unless we can ship sugar to the 
other side of the world we are 
ruined, etc." One would think 
that all the Australian people were 
consuming as much sugar as they 
would like to.

My own impression, after a 
personal contact with the indus-
try, is that the alleged leaders and 
representatives of the industry are 
the very ones who have the least 
grip on the realities of the situa-
tion. There are, of course, ex-
ceptions. I put the following 
proposition to a secretary of one 
of the big districts: "At the pre-
sent time we tax the Australian 
consumers in order to, sell below 
the cost of production overseas. 
At the same time, large quanti-
ties of fruit are dumped, or not 
harvested, in our fruit growing 
areas. In view of the fact that 
thousands of Australian families 
cannot buy jam, or consume as 
much sugar as they desire, it 
appears obvious that if the Aus-
tralian people as a whole had 
more money, some of the biggest 
difficulties facing the sugar in-
dustry would be overcome," I 
dealt with the function of the 
Commonwealth Bank, and showed 
that the solution was quite simple. 
However, the secretary's rather 
heated and insulting reply was 
that I was a "crank," while his 
remarks on banking left me with-
out appropriate words to deal with 
such nonsense. And yet 95 per 
cent, of the cane growers, whose 
interests this man and others are 
supposed to he representing, have 
their assets in pawn to the pri-
vate trading banks. However, as 
the secretary mentioned draws a 
regular salary from those who are
doing all the slaving, I have very 
little doubt that he feels that he 
is quite all r ight. And yet re-
liable persons informed me that 
the same man, prior to getting this 
job, was interested in money re-
form. But such are the regimenting 
tactics in bureaucratically 
governed Queensland, with a 
Labor Party in office, that, in-
stead of executives functioning to 
represent the rank and file of the 
various unions, they have reversed 
the position. If democracy is ever 
to become a reality, this will have 
to be altered. I might say that 
neither in this article nor from 
the platform have I given the 
mentioned secretary's name, for 
the very good reason that I was 
without witnesses. My clashes 
wi th  the Labor  Par ty in  th is 
State have filled me with respect 
for their subtle and rather cor-
rupt tactics against those who re-
veal the truth to the public. At 
some future date I will deal with 
them in detail.

POWER ALCOHOL FROM CANE
Apart from the usual uses of 

sugar, another marvellous develop-
ment in modern chemistry has 
opened up untold possibilities for 
the sugar industry. That is, of 
course, if we had a decent money 
system. The new science of 
chemurgy means putting chemistry 
to work for the farmers.

A lot of propaganda has been 
put out on this subject by the 
Australian Power Alcohol and 
Liquid Fuel League, and there is 
no disputing the fact that power 
alcohol can easily be produced. 
As a matter of fact, a factory at 
Sarina has been manufacturing 
power alcohol successfully for 
some time. This  is  being used 
as a mixture with ordinary 
petrol.  Reams cou ld be 
writ ten on this fascinating 
subject, but I think the following 
statement by Professor R. H. 
Car r, of the Pudue University, 
United States, in the Western 
Mail, after he addressed the 
West Austra lian branch of the 
Australian Chemical Institute, 
sums the matter up in a very 
interesting manner:

"I  am amazed to find black 
strap molasses being used in 
Queensland as a fertiliser. This 
molasses is a gold mine. There 
was no need for Australia to have 
supplies of petroleum available, as 
she had plant life sufficient to 
meet her needs in power if she 
took advantage of them. It was 
expected that the supply of petro-
leum in the United States, at the 
present rate of consumption, would 
last another 25 years, when that 
country would be in the same 
position as Australia, and would 
be forced to utilise the supplies of 
fuel obtainable from plant life. 
Much work on the production of 
power alcohol had been done in 
the United States, and production 
was carried out on a commercial 
scale. It had been found that oil 
supplies could he conserved by 
using mixtures of gasoline and al-
cohol. The alcohol was sold at 
two cents (one penny) over the 
standard price of gasoline, due 
to its anti-knock qualities, its 
freedom from carbon deposit in 
the engine, and its increased oc-
tane number."

Professor Carr  concluded: 
"There is a new day dawning for 
agriculture. We are getting past 
the time when crops will be raised 
just for food. The new chemistry 
is solving problems associated 
with surplus crops which lend 
themselves readily to conversion 
to more marketable materials."

VESTED INTERESTS PREVENT 
DEVELOPMENT

Although the subject of power 
alcohol has been exercising the 
minds of many people in Queens-
land for years, nothing has been 
done. When I first arrived in 
Queensland, and came in contact 
with this matter, I  thought that 
here was an issue upon which 
businessmen and farmers could 
surely be agreed. Surely th is  
was a great opportunity for pres-
sure politics. Unfortunately, I  
found the so-called leaders the 
stumbling block. There was one 
notable exception. I had the privi-
lege of spending over an hour  
with Mr. Seymour-Howe, presi-
dent of the Australian Power Al-
cohol League. One of the best-
known men in the sugar world, 
and a leading authority on Power 
Alcohol, he spent time and money 
a ll  over Austral ia  trying to get 
a hearing from responsible citi-
zens. Apparently he got as much 
opposition from the oil monopol-

ists as Mr. Pollock did during 
he famous Royal Commission on 
Petrol .  I t  seems to be one of 
the issues, which party politics 
cannot stand up against.

In the course of my conversa-
tion with Mr. Howe I pointed out 
that all their deputations and re-
solutions would make no impres-
sion. Their Federal representa-
tives might be interested, but while 
they were controlled by the party, 
a ll  that vested interests had to 
do was to control the party. I 
pointed out that even if, as the 
opponents of power alcohol said, 
the cost was slightly more than 
ordinary petrol, we had plenty of 
men and resources in this coun-
try, with a Commonwealth Bank 
which could function in the in-
terests of the Australian people.

I outlined the idea of pressure 
politics on the matter, and before 
I left, Mr. Howe said that he was 
very interested in the proposition, 
and would give me all the assist-
ance he could. Unfortunately, his 
tragic death a week later, as a 
result of an accident, robbed Aus-
tralia of a man who had been a 
tower of strength in arousing in-
terest on this national question.

A campaign along Electoral 
Campaign lines has already been 
experimented with in one centre. 
I am in receipt of a letter from a 
correspondent there who informs 
me that he has been threatened 
from the platform, while his best 
supporter was "framed" in a de-
famation action. But he says they
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are still fighting. The following 
extract from his letter indicates 
the position: "The factory operat-
ing at Sarina, calling itself 'The 
Australasian National Power Al-
cohol Company,' is manufacturing 
i t s spirit from molasses drawn 
from the sugar mills. It is often 
claimed by the Queensland Gov-
ernment supporters that the 
Sarina factory is finding difficulty in 
disposing of its product, and that 
a sort of 'Use More' campaign 
should he inaugurated to help 
them over the difficulty. This is 
all "hooey," as we have made very 
definite attempts to secure a quan-
tity of the spirit with no success. 
Even a cheque for 30 gallons was 
returned to my friend, who tried 
to secure enough to demonstrate 
to the people that we could use 
the spirit to run a tractor. As a 
matter of fact, we have already 
tried the stuff with remarkable 
success, even to diluting it with 
water, and we proposed to set up 
a tractor in the street and show 
what could be done. I  enclose 
the reply together with the re-
turned cheque for your perusal, 
and to show that the Sarina Coy. 
does NOT experience any diffi-
culty in disposing of its product. 
We tr ied to obtain a supply 
through every channel, applying 
to the various Government De-
partments, but without success, 
with the result that we are at the 
end of our tether with regard to 
a practical demonstration. The 
Queensland Government does not 
want to help, and therein lies a 
tale. They are supposed to be 
opposed to all forms of foreign 
capital, yet they shut their eyes 
to the fact that the Sarina Coy.

is a foreign company. As a mat-
ter of fact, we had to go as far  
as Melbourne to secure the names 
of the registered shareholders." 
There then follows a list of the 
groups, all monopolies, and tied 
up with the financial ramp.

My correspondent concludes by 
saying: "So you see that the peo-
ple are led to believe that they 
can't use power alcohol without 
it is blended with American spirit, 
that there is no sale for the spirit, 
that it is economically unsound, 
and that everything is being done 
to achieve success, etc., etc."

He also adds that Mr. Forgan-
Smith is one of the bankers' best 
men. I thoroughly agree, and the 
sugar industry is never going to 
get out of the present mess while 
it is regimented by every form of 
graft known to modern politics. 
It is to be hoped that before long 
the rank and file in the sugar in-
dustry will get together and de-
mand that their paid servants do 
something.

NONSENSE FROM THE 
"LEADERS"

In the meantime the industry 
faces a hopeless position. Even 
a Royal Commission was deemed 
necessary, and, if the report, which 
I have before me, is the best ad-
vice that the "leaders" have to 
offer, the position is hopeless. Its 
statement that, "We consider that 
action for the more effective con-
trol of production is necessitated 
by the Commonwealth Agreement 
as well as the International Agree-
ment" seems to indicate the sin-
ister influence of finance working 
for control of production, in or-
der to equate it with an artificial-
ly restricted money supply. But, 
Royal Commissions, whether they 
deal with Sugar, Wheat, or any 
other industry, studiously avoid 
this subject.

Mr. A. R. Townsend, the Com-
monwealth Sugar Adviser, is re-
ported in the Cairns Post of June 23, 
as saying: "The industry in 
Australia has, rather unwisely, 
produced sugar during the last 
two years in excess of the home 
and export markets available." If Mr. 
Townsend only realised it, one of 
the best markets is here in 
Australia—but markets are 
useless without money. I wonder 
if Mr. Townsend thinks that 
money is some mysterious thing 
that cannot be produced at will. 
It appears so.

But the Royal Commission went 
even further. After dealing with 
"quotas" and the control of pro-
duction, the following gem ap-
pears: "As the total amount of 
money available for distribution 
cannot be increased . . .." This 
is quite certain while the private 
trading banks have the manufac-
turing monopoly of what should 
be controlled by the people 
through their Members of Parlia-
ment.

No review of this industry could 
be complete without briefly deal-
ing with what our High Commis-
sioner, Mr. S. M. Bruce, had to 
say at the Thirteenth Annual Con-
ference, while in Australia recent-
ly. He said, in reviewing his  
actions on behalf of the Austra-
l i an  Su gar  I ndus t r y:  "We  
reached a position of hopeless over-
production in relationship to the 
consumption power of the 
world." Mr. Bruce knows that 
that statement is contrary to facts. 
The people of nearly every coun-
try would consume a lot more 
sugar if they had the money to 
buy it. Mr. Bruce did not men-
tion that.  However, as the re-
port states that representatives of 
the Banks were present at this 
conference, he may not have liked 
to mention this matter. One must 
be charitable sometimes.

(Continued on page 8.)

O N E  O F  T H E  W O R L D ' S  G R E A T E S T  
E X P E R IM E N T S
(Continued from page 1.)
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BOYCOTT BOOMERANG

Pressure-Politics Preferable
As this is written it appears that trades unionists will be 

urged by the Trades Hall Councils in their respective States to drop 
the boycott of the National Register. This arises from the meeting 
of the Prime Minister and the Federal Labor Advisory Committee, 
which ended on Tuesday.

The proposal to boycott the National Register has been claiming 
much attention—even taking second place to "Teintsin Tension" 
or "Danzig Danger" on the front page of more than one daily paper. 
Whilst it is a most distasteful task to throw even a single drop of 
cold water on what appears to be a courageous attempt to stem 
the rising tide of political dictatorship, it must be realised sooner 
or later—and the sooner the better—that a frontal attack is not 
always the best tactics.

The boycott method may be described as "unconstitutional," 
and for that reason alone the "New Times" as an advocate of con-
stitutional action, could not positively recommend the boycott to its 
readers. However, that objection is admittedly a purely technical 
one, as the National Registration Act was hastily "wangled" though 
Parliament by a minority Government, representing a minority of 
the electors and having absolutely no mandate, actual or implied, 
from the people for any such measure as this Act, appears to be on 
more than superficial examination (especially if it be considered in 
conjunction with other associated legislation).

However, it is easy to see how the boycott would be met by 
the bogey that Parliamentary government was threatened and chaos 
impending. It is true that Mr. Menzies, his backers and his fol-
lowers themselves constitute all the immediate threat in Federal 
politics to Parliamentary government as a democratic reality (or 
the shadow of it)—as witness, the National Register Act itself. It 
is also true that no sort of chaos that matters will arise from Aus-
tralians failing to make certain ink-marks on the pieces of cardboard 
which are the outward symbols of the National Register—they have, 
in the past, come through droughts, depressions, and a world-war as 
well as could be expected, and without any such bureaucratic 
"hanky-panky." But would the daily papers ventilate these two 
facts? Would the Australian Broadcasting Commission and all 
the other channels of misinformation? Of course not. Poor John 
Citizen would be deluded into thinking that the deluge was upon 
him, and that Mr. Menzies was his only Ark—before democratic 
reformers had time adequately to place the facts before him. A 
snap election, and Mr. Menzies and his satellites might be firmly 
ensconsed in the seats of the mighty—precariously occupied at pre-
sent—and seeking fresh worlds of popular will to conquer.

No, the method that has saved Australians from another 
National candidate, that didn't come home—the National Insurance 
Act—is the one to be applied. It has none of the characteristics of 
the boomerang. Let everyone opposed to the National Registration 
Act—a majority of electors when the truth has had time to get 
around, if not already—write to their respective Federal representa-
tives at Canberra demanding its repeal. (It is certain clauses in the 
Act, rather than the card-filling process, which constitute the ulti-
mate danger.) Mr. Menzies is not quite sure about that snap 
election, and has agreed to the re-opening of the matter of 
obnoxious clauses during the coming session of Parliament. Now 
is the time for vigorous action along the above lines.

THAT EXTRA THOUSAND COPIES!

100 Copies Still Required
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Have YOU "Done Your Bit" Yet?

Sir, —I know of nothing more 
calculated to destroy democratic in-
stitutions in Australia than the boy-
cott of the National Register Act, 
Abhorrent as the legislation is, it 
cannot be defeated by a defiance of 
the law.

In the first place, it is the kind of 
legislation only made possible by the 
clamant demands of the "popular 
front" for protection against "ag-
gressors." If there is anything in 
the cry for "collective security," 
which means, according to the Com-
munist Party, an alliance of all pro-
gressive parties and peoples against 
the encroachment of Fascism, is not 
the purpose of the National Register 
Act one of the necessary steps to 
organise and weld the Australian 
people into an effective form of re-
sistance?

Those of us who believe, as I 
strongly do, that the "collective 
security" hocus-pocus is a specious 
snare, liable to corral the workers 
into an Imperialist war, can find 
legitimate ground for hostility to 
all legislation of the type of the 
National Register Act, but the so-
called militant bodies are themselves 
morally responsible for the pro-
conscription Acts of the Menzies 
Government, for they have, through 
their blindness, and by some 
obliquity of judgment, created the 
atmosphere which made them pos-
sible First, they demand an 
organisation of democracies against 
war and Fascism, and then, when 
their demands are met by an attempt 
to scientifically classify the commun-
ity for purposes of "defence," they 
shout it down as Fascism. But, as 
Aldous Huxley says, there is no 
virtue in consistency.

What does the boycott involve? 
We believe in Parliamentary insti-
tutions. We send representatives of 
the people into Parliament to carry 
out the people's will. Even when 
the legislation is odious and distaste-
ful, as the present Acts are, the only 
reasonable method is to convince the 
electors that it is wrong; it deprives 
the people of liberty, it is inimical to 
their well-being, and so on. That 
is the procedure, which everyone 
must necessarily accept.

Some Communist leaders, with a 
naiveté that is astonishing, assert 
that Mr. Menzies would be defeated 
i f he went to the country on the 
boycott issue.    They know little of 
the Australian   electors.    Elections 
are    won    through    the    success 
achieved by political parties in win-
ning over that mass of voters who 
have   no   party   affiliations.    It   is 
obvious   they   would   support   Mr. 
Menzies on a constitutional   issue. 
What a great weapon the boycott 
places in the hands of Mr. Menzies! 
If he did not appeal to the country 
on the right of Parliament to govern, 
he would not only manifest that he 
is deficient in all political sagacity, 
but he would lose prestige entirely 
in the community.    It is the chance 
of his career in consolidating the 
U.A.P.   forces   and   other   "bour-
geois" elements    What could better 
rally the dissident elements of the 
Country   Party behind   him  in  an 
election than this?   Even Sir Earle 
Page would have to sink his opposi-
tion to the Prime Minister and sup-
port him in his demand for a man-
date from the people to carry on 
responsible government.   But, if the 
Communist Party is so sure of de-
feating the Menzies Government on 
the issue of boycotting the National 
Register Act, why not waif for the 
next Federal elections and challenge

the Government on the Act itself? 
It must be remembered that it is 
not only the Act, which is at stake, 
but the whole defence policy of the 
Government. It means, if the Men-
zies Government is defeated, the 
community has turned down its 
defence policy. Is it likely?

The Labor movement is commit-
ted to political action, and must take 
the political consequences. Labor 
Members of Parliament would have 
to support Mr. Menzies on the issue 
of constitutional law. What a 
strange spectacle it would be with 
Labor Members supporting Mr. 
Menzies and the union members 
against them! All opponents of the 
pernicious Acts, which the Menzies 
Government has placed on the 
Statute Book, should rally their 
forces for the next Federal elections, 
and not allow the Government the 
strategic advantage of putting them 
on the defensive. If that should 
happen, it would mean political 
oblivion of the Labor movement for 
a generation.

It is assumed that if thousands 
refused to sign the register forms, 
the Government could not gaol them 
all. This overlooks the fact that 
there are such places as concentra-
tion camps and such things as loss 
of union rights, etc. The boycott 
would probably be provocative of 
Fascist exercise of the very power 
the unions fear. It would be easy, 
under a mandate from the people, 
to establish a military dictatorship, 
dispense with the Courts, and herd 
the recalcitrant workers into con-
centration camps. The pro-
boycotters are doing exactly those 
things likely to destroy democracy in 
Australia. They are the friends of 
Menzies, rather than of democracy, 
for, if he did not seize the 
opportunity to appeal to the country 
on the issue of "lawlessness," and 
defiance of a lawfully-constituted 
Government, he would prove 
himself the weakest Prime Minister 
that ever occupied the office. What 
of Spain? It was Franco's rebellion 
against a lawfully constituted
Government that made the 
Communist Party go berserker. The 
boycott is a chance for Mr. Menzies 
to settle himself in power for the 
next twenty years. — Yours, etc.,

J. McKELLAR. 
Melbourne.

Doctor: "Your husband needs a 
complete rest. I will prescribe a 
sleeping draught."

Woman: "When shall I  give it 
to him?"

Doctor: "Don't give it—take it"
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But what causes the employment 
of female labour? Females are em-
ployed because females want money 
and because employers, too, are in 
a desperate fight for money. To 
all, except the economists of the 
Ark age, the idea that longevity 
and females are responsible for the 
outrageous treatment being meted 
out to the youth by the Common-
wealth is too absurd for a second 
thought. Ideas of this kind are 
only to be expected from a man 
who was closely associated with 
Professors Copland and Giblin at 
the Melbourne University, and in 
the imposition of the devilish 
Premiers' Plan. Like these two 
"professors," he also has been 
paraded by the Melbourne Herald, 
giving pseudo-wise dissections of 
conditions within the framework 
of the depression. Like them, he 
accepted the depression itself with-
out attempting to analyse its 
CAUSE, and wrote reams and 
reams as it were about its effects 
and how it influenced the number 
of people at "work." He gave 
melancholy statistics of labour con-
dit ions, the number of male, 
female, and juvenile workers, and 
what is happening to them within 
the present depressed state of in-
dustry. Not the slightest help has 
ever been offered by him towards a 
solution of the real economic bar-
barism he must surely see all 
around him. Apparently he is un-
able or unwilling to admit realities, 
but is still useful to the finance con-
trollers as a propagandist, particu-
larly in turning attention from 
causes to effects. Consequently, it 
was not surprising that the latest 
conference, held only last week, 
with a discredited economist as 
"adviser," was as unsuccessful as 
its many predecessors.

A SWINDLE—NOT A 
PROBLEM!

No honest man or woman would 
dispute the FACT that material of 
all descriptions is available here in 
abundance, and that producers are 
almost breaking their hearts to get 
rid of it; that labour for all needs 
and to spare is awaiting employ-
ment; and that some of the best 
men of the community are forced 
into soul-searing idleness when they 
could be doing useful and necessary 
work; that, notwithstanding these 
things, there is pressing need for 
more and better hospitals, for more 
and better bridges to relieve traffic 
congestion, for new school buildings 
throughout the country, for an ex-
tension of the water, sewerage, and 
electric light systems; for better 
roads and footpaths, for the clear-
ance of slums, for the prevention 
of soil erosion, and so on, in all 
directions. We have the materials, 
we have the labour, and we have 
the work; but men of the type 
mentioned still talk of the "prob-
lem" of unemployment. There is

no such problem at all. We are 
simply the victims of a financial 
swindle, and the men referred to, 
unfortunately, either lack the wit 
to see it or the courage to declare 
it.

NOT A DISEASE
Unemployment is NOT a disease. 

To a large extent, it is the inevit-
able result of our labour-saving 
efforts, and merely calls for a cor-
responding adjustment of the dis-
tributing system. This adjustment 
may present difficulties to the pre-
judiced, single-track minds of the 
"experts," but it presents no diffi-
culty to those who have studied 
the question with the sole object of 
benefit to the community. Even 
the London Times recognises this, 
for it has stated that the profes-
sional economic experts have failed 
to get us out of the impasse, and 
expressed the belief that the solu-
tion will only be arrived at by 
"thinkers outside these experts, who 
are not prejudiced by preconceived 
theories." The professional experts 
have actually got us further and 
further into the mire, and it is time 
they were clearly given to under-
stand that they have been weighed 
in the balance of public well-
being and found wanting.

WHAT OF THE 1932 
CONFERENCE?

It seems to have been forgotten 
by the Commonwealth Government 
that at its own instigation a special 
committee was appointed in 1932 
"to survey the economic position in 
relation to unemployment," and 
that that committee presented its 
report to the Prime Minister on 
April 13, 1932. The personnel for 
that committee suggested by the 
Commonwealth Government was as 
follows: Claude Reading, of Syd-
ney; G. S. Colman, of Melbourne; 
and Professors Copland, Giblin, 
Melville, and Shann. It was ex-
plained in the telegram to the 
several Premiers that, "owing to 
Professor Copland's absence from 
Australia at the moment, he will be 
unable to act immediately, but it is 
hoped that his assistance will be 
available in the later stages of the 
committee's deliberations." As the 
man who has taken a leading part 
in trying to disprove the FACT 
that costs are generated faster than 
money is distributed, it was import-
ant to the "sound-finance" Govern-
ment that a specially-selected re-
presentative of the correct mental 
type should be there as a sort of 
watchdog to keep the committee 
from dealing with realities. It 
transpired that Mr. Reading (now 
Sir Claude!) was not able to act, 
and his place was taken by Sir 
Wallace Bruce, of Adelaide, another 
man who has actually done nothing 
whatever to bring better living con-
ditions to the people, but who, 
through the control he exercises in 
financial matters, has actuall y

helped to bring harm to them. 
Another interesting change in the 
personnel of the committee was the 
substitution of Professor Mills, of 
Sydney, for Professor Copland. 
Mills has taken a similar line to 
Copland in helping to keep the 
community short of money. He, 
too, is an economist of the Ark 
type, and, like opponents of pro-
gress in the past, has publicly 
argued against facts.

THEIR "RECOMMENDATIONS"
That committee made several 

recommendations, all of which have 
proved futile. These recommenda-
tions were useless to the commun-
ity, but the men who made them, 
with the exception of Professor 
Shann, who was killed, have all 
been made more economically 
secure in their respective spheres. 
They, at any rate, have not them-
selves suffered for recommending 
suffering for others. Their recom-
mendations included the following:

1. A lowering of   standards to
agree   with   the   fall   in   the 
national income;

2. A lowering of internal prices
to agree with the fall in ex-
port prices;

3. Balancing of budgets;
4. Cutting    costs    by    reducing

wages;
5. Increased efficiency in    

industry;
6. Governments to borrow only

for works which are able to
"earn interest";

7. Promotion of subs is tence
farming; and

8. Revision of the tariff.
It was pointed out at the time 

that not any of these touched the 
core of the "problem," because it is 
not possible to raise standards by 
lowering them; to give people 
more money by reducing what they 
have; to reduce the output by in-
creasing the efficiency of produc-
tion; to increase sales by giving 
people less with which to buy; to 
balance the budget by depriving the 
Government of i ts  Customs 
revenues. Every one of the recom-
mendations depended absolutely on 
the question of finance, but that 
question found no place in the 
committee's report, except to this 
extent:

"The extent of Government 
action is determined by finance. 
Any money raised for public 
works, for assistance to private 
industry, or for the balancing of 
budgets will come mainly from short-
term loans from the banks by way 
of Treasury Bills.. . . "  So the 
banks do determine what 
Governments may do!

THE   NEW 
"RECOMMENDATIONS"

Now we are told that the latest 
committee has recommended pro-
posals, which "may result in sweep-
ing alterations to social, educa-
tional and industrial systems 
throughout Australia." Note par-
ticularly that there is no mention 
of the financial system! Anything 
can be altered but that. As to the 
proposals themselves, think them 
over quietly as to their effect upon 
YOU, as the father or the mother 
of a family. Here they are:

1. School-leaving    age    to     be
raised to 15;

2. Boys and girls less than 15 to
be prohibited   from   working
in factories;

3. "Investigation” of   dead-end
jobs;

4. Industrial    tribunals    to    be
given power to fix ratios of
juniors    to    adults    and    of
females to males in 
employment:

5. Royal Commission to inquire
into   the   practicability   of   a
shorter working week;

6. Uniformity of factory legislation 
in all States: and

7. Meetings twice yearly of the 
Youth Employment Con-
ference!

SCHOOL-LEAVING AGE
What does the raising of the 

school-leaving age mean? For the 
great majority of families it will 
simply mean that Mum and Dad 
must keep their hand to the grind-
stone for a longer period, struggling 
to make ends meet, for it will be 
impossible for the youngsters to 
help by bringing in a few shillings 
for the family income. Parents 
will be subjected to further financial 
worry, and the State Governments 
will be subjected to further heavy 
expenditure in the Education De-
partments. It is, therefore, a ques-
tion of finance for both parents and 
Governments. If the financial 
aspect is put right, then the pro-
posal is right; otherwise, it will be 
a double burden on shoulders least 
able to bear it.

YOUNGSTERS IN 
FACTORIES

The prohibition of girls and boys 
from working in factories is also a 
question of finance. Employers 
now take the younger people be-
cause they have to PAY them less, 
and there is sure to be a howl if 
employers are required to pay 
higher wages without first being 
put in the financial position to do 
so. If youngsters are not to be 
permitted to work until they attain 
the age of 15 years, then, under 
existing conditions, the youngsters 
themselves must suffer, particularly 
in the homes where the income is 
small and the family large. In 
addition to this, the employer will 
be obliged, because of competitive 
conditions, to resort to the more 
extensive use of machinery, in pre-
ference to paying higher wages to 
men. In any case, this could have 
no effect at all on the dismissal of 
youths upon attaining the age of 
21. That would still go on, as it 
must go on so long as we permit 
the continuance of a fraudulent 
system of finance.

RATIOS AND THE REST
There will always be dead-end 

jobs, and no "investigation" will 
alter it. Industrial tribunals may 
fix ratios until the cows come home, 
but that will not help any business 
to remain solvent if the people of 
the community are not supplied 
with sufficient money to buy what 
the business has to sell. The ten-
dency would be to increase costs, 
so that the employer would find it 
more difficult to pay wages at all. 
As to the shorter working week, 
what prevents it now? Finance 
alone. Give the employer the 
financial wherewithal to pay the 
extra wages that would be involved, 
and his opposition will immediately 
vanish. He opposes it now simply 
because he knows that in most 
cases employers could not possibly 
stand the financial strain without 
getting into the clutches of the 
banker. But let him know definitely 
that the running of his business 
would not be subject to the ap-
proval or disapproval of the private 
financiers, and that he could 
depend on receiving accommodation 
equal to his legitimate business 
demands, and he would be ready and 
even enthusiastic to reduce hours 
immediately. Workers who take the 
trouble to notice what is going on 
already know that the only argu-

(Continued on page 8.)
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M O R E  H U M B U G

Fun Being Made of Unemployed Youth
A Letter to the Editor from BRUCE H BROWN

Sir, —There has been another conference. It was held in Mel-
bourne, and was between Commonwealth and State Ministers on 
Youth Employment. Great prominence was given in the press to 
the "recommendations," and we were informed that a special paper 
on the subject had been prepared for the guidance of the conference 
by Dr. Mauldon, of the Commonwealth Statistician's staff.  When 
I read that I felt that the results, as usual, would be abortive, and 
the summary of his "paper" strengthened that feeling. He actually 
said that "one of the DIRECT CAUSES of the youth employment 
problem" is the increasing longevity of the Australian population, 
combined with the employment of female labour as a substitute for 
adults and young males. If this be so, then the remedy is easy: 
simply co-operate with the medical profession to prevent this 
longevity, and bring in legislation to prohibit the employment of 
females! If that IS one of the direct causes, then obviously the 
cause must be removed before it is possible to achieve the desired 
end.
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

June    6th
Mr.  Ward (East Sydney) : " I  

ask the Treasurer whether certain 
Publ ic Works in various States 
are being delayed because of lack 
of finance, and whether in view of 
the recommendation made by the 
Royal Commission on Monetary 
and Banking Systems, that it is 
within the capacity of the Com-
monwealth Bank to grant finan-
cial accommodation to the Com-
monwealth and State Govern-
ments free of interest, he will take 
appropriate action to ensure that 
no further delay is incurred on 
those wor ks? If  he is  not  pre-
pared to adopt the recommenda-
tion of the Royal Commission to 
which I have refer red, wi l l  he 
state his reasons for refusing to 
do so?"

Mr. Menzies: "The honourable 
member 's question relates to a 
matter of financial policy, and i t 
is not customary to make state-
ments of policy in reply to ques-
tions." [Convenient custom.]

June    7th
In reply to the following ques-

tion previously submitted by Mr. 
Curtin: "Having regard to the 
recommendation of the Royal 
Commission on Banking that, in 
the event of conflict between the 
trading banks and the Common-
wealth Bank Board, the policy of 
the Commonwealth Bank Board 
should be supreme, what  steps 
does the Government propose to 
take to ensure that  the Board's 
policy shall prevail?" Mr. Menzies 
repl ied: "I understand that  there 
is a large measure of agreement 
between the Commonwealth Bank 
Board and the trading banks re-
garding the question of credit ex-
pansion in present circumstances." 
(This is supposed to be an an-
swer to the question!]

THE SENATE 
June    8th

Senator Cameron: "On the 31st 
May I asked the Minister repre-
senting the Treasurer the follow-
ing quest ion: 'Fr om what  fund  
or source or by what method, was 
money obtained by the Common-
wealth Bank and subscribed by it 
to the last three internal loans, in-
cluding the conversion loan?' The 
answer I received on the 7th June 
read—'The bank operates as a 
savings bank, a trading bank, and 
a central bank, and the subscrip-
t ions were made from the re-
sources resulting from these dif-
ferent  functions. '—I regard that 
as an impertinent and evasive an-
swer. If Honourable Senators are 
expected to discuss subjects intel-
l igently they have a r ight to re-
ceive intelligent answers. This 
evasive answer  has been made 
with the object of trying to mis-
lead Honourable Senators or of 
making it  more difficult  for them 
to understand the position of the 
Commonwealth Bank.  I  should 
l ike to know what  the board of 
that bank has to hide? I bel ieve 
that the Commonwealth Bank is 
depreciating currency by printing 
and circulating notes, and is afraid 
to acknowledge the fact. The an-
swer I received convinces me that 
the bank desires to withhold 
knowledge from the public. .’. ."

Senator Arthur: "Last year I 
asked a question relat ing to the 
total profits earned by the Note 
Issue Dept. of the Commonwealth 
Bank. In 1932, the answer given

to a similar question was that the 
profit  amounted to £21,000,000; 
but in 1938, when I asked the 
question, the profit  had dwindled 
to £15,000,000. I asked a further 
question as to the total paid-up 
capital of all  the trading banks of 
the Commonwealth. In 1932, the 
answer to a similar question was 
that the total paid-up capital 
amounted to £60,000,000; by 1938, 
when I asked the question, it had 
dwindled to £39,000,000. Later, 
the then Treasurer (Mr. Casey) 
forwarded to me a letter in which 
he stated that  in making up the 
figures the paid-up capital of cer-
tain forei gn banks operating in 
this count ry had not  been in-
cluded, I found, however, that the 
total paid-up capital  of those 
foreign banks is out of all pro-
port ion to the error contained in 
the answer  t o my quest ion. Up  
to date I have not received cor-
rect answers to either of these 
questions."

June    9th
Senator Clothier (W.A.) asked 

the Minister representing the 
Treasurer, upon notice: "1. What 
is the amount of Government cur-
rency in Aust ral ia? 2. What  is 
the total  amount  of money de-
posited in the trading and savings 
banks in Aust ral ia? 3. What is 
the difference between the amounts 
referred to in questions Nos. 1 
and 2? 4. By what authority was 
this difference in amounts issued?"

Senator McLeay: "The Treasurer 
has furnished the following 
answers: 1. Australian notes. 
£47,530,000. The amount of sil-
ver and copper  in circulation is 
not known. 2. £631,086,000 3. 
There is no relation between the 
fi gures quot ed in Nos. 1 and 2. 
4. See answer  to No. 3." [Shades 
of Caesar!]

June 13th
Senator Keane asked the Minis-

ter  representing the Treasurer, 
upon notice: "1. Is  i t  a fact  that 
the £6,000.000 loan floated in 
London has been a failure, and 
that  80 per  cent,  has been left  
with the underwriters? 2. If so, 
will  the Minister inform the Sen-
ate what steps are proposed to re-
st ore Aust ral ian credit  in  Lon-
don? 3. Did the High Commis-
sioner, Mr. Bruce, advise the 
launchi ng of  the l oan at  t his 
time?"

Senator McLeay: "The Treasurer 
has supplied the following answers: 
1. Approximately 80 per cent, of 
the £6,000,000 London loan was 
left  with the underwriters, but 
this rather indicates that the 
market was adversely influenced by 
the international situat i on ,  2 .  S ee  
a ns wer  t o N o.  1 .  [ Question 
evaded.] 3. Yes. '"

Senator Cameron asked the 
Minister representing the Prime 
Minister, upon notice: "1. Is it  a 
fact that the Government's attempt 
to float a loan of £6,000,000 in 
London has been a fai lure? 2. If  
so, will the Government indicate, 
firstly, from what source it now 
proposes to obtain the money re-
quired for Defence and other pur-
poses in order to be able to liqui-
date maturing commitments, and, 
secondly, whether the Government 
is prepared to use the resources 
of the Commonwealth Bank in an 
effort to obtain the money re-
quired, i f the private banks and 
other private financial institutions 
refuse to subscribe to Govern-
ment loans?"

Senator McLeay:   "The follow-

M U S T  M E N  M A K E  
W AR?

(Continued from page 3.)

racially   less   akin   to   the   English 
than are the Germans.

* * *
The truth of the matter is that 

no one wants to fight. Youngsters 
who have grown up since the last 
war, and those who didn't have the 
experience of hearing battered men 
screaming for death as a welcome 
release, may feel that it would be 
an interesting change, but they are 
chiefly thinking of escape from the 
dul lness  or  pover t y of  eve r y-
day life—war to them means travel, 
military camps, and bonhomie, not 
ghastly real ity and death. Those 
who really feel that it would solve 
the present international problems 
only need to cast their minds back 
a matter of twenty years or so in 
order to get their answer.

The other day a so-called paci-
fist remarked, referring to some 
militarist acquaintances:

"Well, i f they want to go and 
fight,  let  them. In fact,  the more 
of them that leave their entrails on 
the battlefield, the fewer  there'l l 
be to bother the people who want 
to live in peace."

In talking like that he was be-
having as belligerently as the young 
warriors to whose militarism he 
objected. Most of us, having ex-
perienced the same feel ings as 
those, which have motivated present-
day youth in that regard, can 
understand them. The pity of it is 
that those are the very feelings 
which, rightly directed, would give 
them value in our world. Our de-
sire for  peace is not  motivated by 
a wish to escape from a necessary 
unpleasantness, but by a knowledge 
that the initial horror of war can 
only be followed by the greater, 
long-drawn-out miseries of a 
wretched "peace." such as we know 
now, while the fighting will result, 
not in the righting of wrongs or 
the punishing of the "war crim-
inals," but merely in the wholesale 
slaughter of the healthy young 
Galahads who are, no doubt, 
prepared to scorn us for  t rying 
to save them.

A   SUGGESTION

At a meeting of enthusiasts re-
presentative of the Kennedy elec-
torate, held on Sunday, June 25, 
and called for the purpose of wel-
coming Eric Butler to the electorate, 
it was suggested that an appeal be 
made throughout Queensland for 
500 supporters  to put  in £1 each 
to provide a proper fund to pay a 
ful l-t ime organiser , who could 
car r y on  the work  whi ch Er ic 
was engaged in. Those present 
were very emphatic that i t  could 
be done and backed their enthu-
siasm with action. £12 was sub-
scribed on the spot. It was pointed 
out that once they got one organiser 
going they could then set  out to 
have another one. Al l supporters 
in Queensland, it is suggested, 
should give this suggestion their 
serious consideration. Remittances 
should be sent to the Electoral 
Campaign, 142 Adelaide Street, 
Brisbane.

ing answers have been supplied by 
the Treasurer: '1. [The same as 
supplied to Senator Keane was 
given.] 2. The loan having been 
underwritten, the Commonwealth's 
Defence requirements in London 
for  the present have now been 
provided for.' " [Questions again 
evaded.]

* * *
We Australians hear a lot about 

the "freedom of speech" and "de-
mocracy." Does it  look l i ke i t?

H I G H L I G H T S  F R O M  H A N S A R D

Democracy   or   Dictatorship?

'EVERY DAY IN EVERY WAY

New Times
SHOPPING 

GUIDE
and  Business 

Directory
PATRONISE THESE 

ADVERTISERS.
Their advertisement helps 

your paper. Say you saw it in the 
"New Times."

GENERAL
ELECTRO-PLATING.—Nickel, Sil-
ver and Chromium Plating. Highest 
Grade Work Only. W. K. SPEAK-
MAN, C9 Latrobe St., Melbourne. 
INDUSTRIAL ADHESIVES Pty. 
Ltd.,  155 Yarra St. , Abbotsford, 
Vic. Cold Glues, Dextrine. 
"LEUKOL." By far the most up-to-
date Toothpaste.  No Toothache. 
No Extrac t ions.  No Pyorrhea.  
30,000 packages sold without ad-
vertising. Send 2/- to W. Winford, 
183 Waterdale Rd., N.21.

MELBOURNE
ASCOT VALE.

A.  J.  AMESS,  390   Mt.   Alexander
Rd.    (next   Tram   Sheds).     Motor
Garage.      Just    Price    Discount—

Repairs  and  Supplies.

BLACKBURN.
"A" GRADE MOTOR ENGINEERS,
Station Garage, Whitehorse Road, 
WX1490.
HAIRDRESSER and Tobacconist. 
Ladies' and Gent's,  Wright,  122 
South Parade.

BOX HILL .
BOX   HILL  FURNISHING   CO.
247-9 Station St. Cash or Terms. 
CHAS. L. COX, TAILOR, Men's and 
Boys' Wear. 285 Station Street 
CHEMIST, F. Cheshire, For Your 
Prescriptions, 270 Station Street. 
COOL DRINKS, Sweets, Smokes. 
R. Dannock, 1124 Whitehorse Road. 
ELECTRICAL and RADIO. Holli-
day ,  opp.  Stn.  Sa les,  Repairs .  
WX 2677.
FURNITURE   REMOVERS. Gill 
Bros., 254 Station St. WX2073 
GROCER.  W.  M.  Anderson, 14 
Main St.     WX 1233. 
HAIRDRESSER    and    Tobacconist. 
L. Larsen, Station St., opp. Gilpin's. 
ICE and  FUEL.      J. Underwood. 
440 & 770 Station Street.   WX2547. 
IRONMONGER   & SPORTS STORE.
F. P. Park,  10 Main St.    WX1290.
RENNIE'S BLUE TAXIS.   WX 1946
City Prices. Day and Night Service
WATCHMAKER   and  Jeweller.
Barnes.    32  Main  Street.    Repairs.

BRUNSWICK.
"FAMOUS FOR BEAUTIFUL 
WAVES." Miss Townsend, 42 
Sydney Road. FW 1986.
G. W.   TOWNSEND.   Your   Hair
dresser   and   Tobacconist   is   at   46
Sydney Rd. Look for the Neon Sign.

CITY.
BLINDS of every sort. Car curtains 
repaired. T. Pettit, 235a Queen St. 
"CIRCULEX" clears up all Chil-
blains. "Phone Richard E. Brotchie, 
J 1873.
CAKES, PASTRY, etc. Home Made 
"Clovelly,"    The    Block,    Elizabeth 
Street.      Cent.  255. 
DAVIS,    568    Bourke    St.      Royal 
Medal Milkers, Separators, Engines. 
DOUGLAS SOCIAL CREDIT 
BOOKSHOP,  166  Lit.  Collins  St. 
EXCEMEX  permanently   clears   up 
all   skin   troubles.    'Phone  Richard 
E.  Brotchie,  J 1873. 
JAS.   JENNINGS,   211   Queen   St., 
and  6 Regent  Arc.    Optician,  73 
years est.     Testing Free. 
MAISON MERLIN, Natl. Bk. Bldg., 
271   Col.   St.    Ladies'   Hairdressers. 
OPTICIAN  and  Hearing  Aids. M. 
L. COLECHIN, Champion House, 
4th Floor, 57 Swanston St.    F5566. 
OPTICIAN.      H.   Buckham,   J.P., 
Nat. Bk, Ch., 271 Collins St. C 831. 
P. A. MORRIS & CO., OPTICIANS 
298 Lt. Collins St., and 80 Marshall 
Street,  Ivanhoe. 
PRINTING, E. E. GUNN, Off 600 
Lit. Bourke St. Cent. 6021. 
WATCHMAKER  and   Jeweller. M.    
Chapman,    comprehensive   ex-
perience.      M.L.C.    Chambers, Cr. 
Collins  and Elizabeth Streets.

(Continued on page 7.)
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300 MEET AT MOSSMAN
After a week of activity in 

Cairns, where his success with the 
rank and file of the Unions has 
the executives worr ied, Eric 
travelled north for 40 miles to 
Mossman. During his week there, 
he was the guest of Mr. S. M. 
Burns, shire clerk.  Eric writes 
in glowing terms of this great stal-
wart, who has jeopardised his 
position by his open activities. His 
clash with the Labor Party on 
the matter of misappropriation of 
public money has also made him 
a marked man with the State 
Labor Fascists. In fact, Forgan-
Smith's secretary, upon meeting 
Mr. Burns' son recently, suggested 
that they "go easy" in the Moss-
man Council, or the Government 
would put a receiver in!

The meeting in the shire hall 
on Sunday, July 2, saw an audi-
ence of 300 in attendance. The 
enthusiasm was wonderful, while 
Eric's open attack on the Labor 
Party left the officials present in 
complete silence. Demand forms 
against the Bank Bill were signed 
freely, while large quantities of 
literature were disposed of. So 
enthusiastic were those present 
that they demanded another meet-
ing for the following Thursday 
night.

BUSH MEETING
The next meeting, on Tuesday, 

July 4, was held at Mowbray, 
where a small group of 40 set-
tlers sat on the grass and were 
addressed from a settler's veran-
dah. These pioneers, on the out-
skirts of civilisation, gave a typi-
cal bush welcome, and signed the 
demand forms to a man.

MOSSMAN AGAIN
Although not as large an audi-

ence as at the Sunday night meet-
ing, there was another good roll

up on the Thursday, July 6.  
There was no mistaking the en-
thusiasm indicated by the very 
manner in which literature was 
sold and demand forms signed.

66 ATTEND—66 SIGN
The meeting at Port Douglas, 

a very small centre, was well at-
tended for the size of the town. 
The result of the meeting can be 
judged by the fact that sixty-six 
people attended and there were 
sixty-six signatures.

SPLENDID MEETING AT 
DAINTREE

Daintree has always been noted 
for i ts radical thought. When 
people are eking out an existence 
in the most untamed jungle in 
Australia, cut off from civilisation 
when it rains, and get little con-
sideration from the Government, 
one doesn't wonder that they are 
fed-up. They were all keenly 
anticipating Eric's visit, and there 
was no mistaking the welcome 
they gave him. Over 100 attended.

At this  and other meet ings, 
Eric was frequently asked about 
the National Register, and the op-
position to it was so intense that 
he was asked to draw up a de-
mand form. This was done, and 
it has gone like a bush fire. De-
mocracy is speaking in no uncer-
tain terms in North Queensland.

SECOND CAIRNS MEETING
In spite of ill health Eric had 

continued to influence public 
opinion at every centre he had 
touched, and on Friday, July 14, 
a big audience of 500 gave him 
a very receptive hearing, at the 
second meeting in Cairns, for 
nearly an hour and a half. There 
was no doubting the great en-
thusiasm as many dozens surged 
forward after the meeting to sign

demand forms against the Com-
monwea l t h Bank Act .  Many 
papers were sold, and other lite-
rature was disposed of.  So keen 
were those present that they nearly 
had a second meeting to deal  with 
their enquiries. Many questions 
were asked about  the National 
Register, which they were told, 
could be easi ly defeated along 
constitutional lines. Many intimated 
that they would help to do this.

One of the sidelights of the 
meeting was the manner in which 
the operators in the adjacent tele-
graph exchange displayed such 
keen interest from their open win-
dow that arguments developed 
among t hem as to who was to 
send the telegrams.

Pr ior  to t he Cairns meet ing 
there were several small country 
meetings. On Wednesday,  July 
12,  one at  Freshwater, and one 
the following night at Stratford. 
Although only small  meetings, 
those present were very impressed. 
Papers were disposed of, as usual, 
and dozens of demand forms were 
signed.

Several lunch-hour meetings of 
cane-cutters had to be cancelled, 
as Eric did not feel well enough. 
After  Cairns, he l eft  for  the 
Atherton Tableland on Sunday, 
July 16, and opened his campaign 
there the same day.

ATHERTON   TABLELAND
The first meeting on the Ather-

ton Tableland, at East Barron, on 
Sunday, July 16, was very en-
thusiastic and successful. Demand 
forms were freely signed.

So pleased were the supporters, 
that Eric was pressed to extend 
his tour on the tableland for three 
weeks instead of two. He is en-
gaged  in  car r yi ng out  a ver y 
heavy programme in spite of the 
fact that he is far from well. In-
fluenza has taken its heaviest toll 
for many years in this part of the 
State, and many people have died. 
Audiences have consequently been 
affected as to numbers, but those 
attending the meetings have dis-
played great enthusiasm.

On Tuesday, July 18, Eric ad-
dressed a good meeting at Kairi , 
and was very pleased with the re-
sults. On Wednesday night  he 
spoke at  Tolga, while on the 
Thursday night he addressed a 
good meeting at Malanda.

Excellent results were achieved 
by an i nspir ing radi o talk over 
the Atherton station on Friday 
evening last. Many glowing com-
pliments were paid.

On Saturday, July 22, he ad-
dressed a small gathering at Up-
per  Barron prior  to a dance. He 
has 14 more meetings on the 
tableland before returning to the 
coast. He will then start to work-
southwards.

ACTION IN NORTH QUEENSLAND

Series of Meetings Addressed by 
Eric Butler

Eric Butler carries on. Successful meetings in Nort h Queens-
land have resulted in increasing demands for his se rvices every-
where. One of the highlights of his present tour is  his open clash 
with the State Labour Party. In a  letter, he writes :

"Before leaving Sydney I was in possession of information 
which led me to believe that I would strike serious opposition. This 
was more than confirmed when I reached Queensland. At Cairns, 
although the hall had been booked, it was immediately cancelled 
without any explanation when my name was mentioned. After a 
brief contact with conditions in this State, I am of the definite 
opinion that Forgan-Smith and his party are a menace to democratic 
government. Bureaucratic government can be seen at its worst, 
while the regimentation of the rank and file of the workers is open 
dictatorship."
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ELSTERNWICK.
BRIDGE & SON, Men's and Boys' 
Wear. Opp. Station, 'Phone: L5383. 
RADIO & ELECTL SERVICES. 
Mackintosh's, 72 Glenhuntly Road. 
L4588.

FAIRFIELD.
BUTCHER,  93  Station Street. Arthur 
B. Heath Solicits Your Patronage.

FOOTSCRAY.
BOOT REPAIRS. A. A. Taylor, 
Station Ramp, While U Wait Ser-
vice.

GLENFERRIE
OPTICIAN, W. W. Nicholls, 100  
Glenferrie  Road.    Haw.  5845. 
SUITS to order from 70/-. H.5813. 
A. Sutherland, 184 Glenferrie Road.

HAMPTON.
BOOKSELLER,   S.  J. Endacott,  75 
Hampton St., for all book needs. 
CHEMIST,  Rod Burgess. 156a 
Hampton St.    XW2424. 
HAIRDRESSER, Ladies and Gents. 
R. STEWART, 68 Hampton  St. 
TAILOR,  R.  W.  Simpson, Railway 
Walk. Suits Hand Made from 95/-

IVANHOE
BOOT REPAIRS, J. Fraser solicits 
your custom. 130 Upper H'berg Rd.

P. A. MORRIS & CO.
PTY. LTD.

EYESIGHT   SPECIALISTS,
PRACTICAL   OPTICIANS.

"YORK HOUSE" BASEMENT,
298   LITTLE  COLLINS  ST.

MELBOURNE.
'Phone:   Central 8400.

And at  80 MARSHALL ST.,
IVANHOE. 

'Phone:  Ivanhoe 88.

UPHOLSTERER, Blinds and Bed-
ding. Duke's, 111 H'berg Rd., Ivan. 
626.

KEW.
ANDERSON'S,  141 High St. 
Authorised   Newsagent.   Haw.   1145. 
BUTCHER,   S.   Daw,   High Street, 
Opp.  Union St. Satisfaction, S'vice. 
C.   KENNEDY,   Grocer,   Haw.   229. 
Opp. Cemetery Clock, Parkhill Rd. 
DRY CLEANING, Depot & Library 
A. I.  Fraser, 182  High  St.  H.3733. 
E.  WHITE,  109  High  Street. 
Confectionery  and  Smokes. 
GIFTS,   &   All   Jewellery   Repairs. 
Old   Gold   Bought.     Greaves,   opp. 
Rialto.
IMPERIAL   DAIRY,   R.   H.   Kent, 
9 Brougham Street.    Haw. 3243. M. 
J. MARTIN, 157 High St.   Haw. 
3794.    Shoe  Store,  Shoe  Repairs. 
MOTOR   GARAGE,   Kew Junction 
Service Station, Cr. High and Den-
mark Streets.      Haw. 6457. 
RADIO EXPERT, J. G. Littlewood, 
267  High  St.    Also  Elec.  Applncs.

MORELAND.
BOOT REPAIRS, J. T. Nolan, Holmes 
St., 4 doors Moreland Rd.

NORTH FITZROY.
KEITH     PARLON,    The     Fitzroy 
Tailor,  45  Best  Street.   JW1555.

NORTH  CARLTON .
W. BROWN, Hairdresser & Tobac-
conist, 733 Nicholson St., N. Carlton

SANDRINGHAM.
A. RYAN, opp. Stn., Shoe Repairs. 
Tennis Racquets Restrung from 7/6 
GROCERS, McKAY & WHITE,
Bay Rd.,  opp.  Theatre.  XW1924. 
HAIRDRESSER    and    Tobacconist, 
A. E. Giddings, 18 Station Street.

ST. KILDA .
HARVEY'S COFFEE GARDEN.
Sweets, Smokes.   227 Barkly Street.

SPRINGVALE.
DAIRY, M. Bowler. 
Buckingham Ave. a 
MACKAY & SONS.
General Storekeepers.    UM9269.

WILLIAMSTOWN. 
DUNSTAN, DAIRYMAN.
28 Station Rd. 'Phone: W'town 124.

WINDSOR.
E. COOKE, 49 Chapel St. W.8044. 
High Class Butcher (Cash).
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ONE OF THE WORLD'S
GREATEST 

EXPERIMENTS
THE NECESSITY FOR ACTION

If white people are to effectively 
hold the tropics of Queensland, the 
Sugar Industry must be maintained. 
From a physical standpoint they 
have already done marvels. But it 
is rather a hopeless proposition to 
expect people to pioneer country 
under adverse climatic conditions, 
only to go further into debt to the 
private banks who create nothing 
more than figures in ledgers. Taxa-
tion on top of this is reaching stag-
gering proportions; and there has 
been no stronger advocate of this 
taxation robbery than the present 
State Labor Party, with Forgan-
Smith as Premier. Dealing with a 
resolution to compel the Federal 
Government to do something about 
power alcohol, moved at a recent 
conference, he said that he did not 
like the word "compel," and thought 
that the word "persuade" would be 
much nicer. The position has be-
come far too critical to talk about 
nice words. Many thousands of 
people are suffering the misery of 
an earthly hell under the present 
system. The sugar growers want to 
use the strongest possible language 
in demanding that their paid ser-
vants do something or get out. If 
they take this action something will 
be done; and, if they don't, they will 
only have themselves to blame for 
the swamp of further debt and taxa-
tion into which they are sinking 
fast at the present time.

Paragraph 504 of the Banking 
Commission Report cannot be 
quoted too often: "The Common-
wealth Bank can make money avail-
able to the Government, or other 
bodies, free of any charge." The 
sugar growers should learn this off 
by heart, in order that they will rea-
lise that debt and taxation are 
robbery.

GARFIELD   MEETING

The success of the meeting held 
in the Garfield Hall last Friday 
night was an indication of the 
good work being done by Mr. J. 
Stewart and other active reform-
ers in that Victorian district.

Eighty people listened atten-
tively to three speakers from 
Melbourne who dealt with the 
National Register, the Common-
wealth Bank Bill, and the ap-
plication of the principles of 
"pressure politics" to rectify the 
existing state of affairs.

Cr. Anderson, who occupied 
the chair, was warmly compli-
mented upon the conduct of 
what was described as "a most 
interesting and very democratic 
meeting." A good quantity of 
literature was disposed of. The 
visitors, who arrived back in 
Melbourne in the small hours, 
expressed gratification at the 
results and are confident that 
the enlightenment and arousing 
of electors will proceed apace in 
this district.

It is up to others to emulate 
the spirit of Garfield actionists, 
and make similar arrangements 
for the reception of U.E.A. 
speakers in their part of Vic-
tor ia. There are vital issues, 
which must be placed before 
John Citizen (and his wife) as 
quickly as possible. Arrange-
ments for speakers may be made 
by dropping a line to the Hon. 
Sec., United Electors of Aus-
tralia, 5th Floor, McEwan House, 
Melbourne.
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NATIONAL   REGISTER 
ACT PROTEST

S ir , — I en clos e h erew ith  l ite-
ra tu re on  th e cam paign  in  T a s-
m an ia  aga in st C om pu lsor y N a-
tion a l R egistra tion . T h ree E lec-
t o r a l  C a m p a i g n e r s  a r e  o n  t h e  
S u b  -  C om m ittee, w i th  T rade  
U n ion is ts  an d  o ther s, an d h a ve  
h e lp e d  to  p r o du c e  th e i r  l i t er a -
tu r e  a n d  t o  g u id e  th e ir  a c t i on s .  
T h e exper ien ce has  been  a  ver y 
stim u la tin g  one; the n um ber  o f 
e n t h u s i a s t i c  h e lp e r s  is  m o s t  
a m a z in g  a n d  con ta c ts  a r e  w id e .

F o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  n o w  w e  
h a v e  b e e n  w a r n e d  a b o u t  t h e  
a d v e n t  o f  s u c h  a n  A c t  a s  th is ,  
an d  th a t  th e  F inan c ia l  D ic ta to r -
s h ip  w i l l  s h o r t l y  b e  d r i v e n  t o  
ta k e  co m p l e t e  co n tr o l  o f th e  
c o un tr y fr om  th e  G o v er n m en t,  
an d  m os t  o f th e  A c ts  o f P a r l ia -
m e n t  w h ic h  h a ve  b e e n  p a s s ed  
h a v e  l e d  u p  t o  s u c h  a  c l i m a x .

T h e  d a n g e r s  w i t h i n  t h e  A c t  
a r e  a p p a r en t  a t  th e  f i r s t  r e a d -
in g ,  an d  eve r y e ffo r t  s h ou ld  be  
m a d e  t o  s u p p o r t  th o s e  b o d i e s ,  
w h i ch  a r e  f ig h t in g  th e  A c t ;  to  
j o i n  in  w i t h  th e m  a n d  to  h e l p  
them .

I f  a  s t r o n g  p r o t e s t  i s  n o t  
ra ised  aga in st th e A ct im m ed ia te-
l y ,  th e  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  
w i l l  b e  ta k en  o u t  o f  th e  h a n d s  
o f P a r l i am en t  a n d  h a n d e d  o v e r  
to a  C om m ission  aga ins t w h ose  
ac tion s th ere can  be n o ap p ea l.  
M a n y  ye t  k n o w  n o th in g  a b o u t  
th e  A c t an d  i ts  fa r - rea ch in g  e f-
fe c t s ,  a n d  m ee t in g s  sh o u l d  be  
h e l d  a l l  o v e r  t h e  c o u n t r y  t o  
e x p la i n  th e  A c t  t o  t h e  p e o p l e .

A ttem p tin g  to  g e t m on e ta r y 
r e f o r m  o r  a n y  o t h e r  r e f o r m  
w h i le  th is  tr em en dou s  w ea p on  
h a n g s  o v e r  u s  a p p e a r s ,  t o  m e ,  
t o  b e  fu t i l e .  W i s h in g  y o u  a n d  
y o u r  f r i en d s  e v e r y  s u c c e s s  i n  
y ou r  e ffo r ts , — Y ou r s  s in cer e ly ,

J A S .  G U T H R I E ,  
T asm an ian    D iv is ion, 
T he   E lectora l C am pa ign , 
H obar t, T a sm an ia .

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN 
NOTES

Bank Bill Campaign
Through the courtesy of the 

Mayor of Norwood tables were 
placed on the footpath of the 
Parade in front of one of the 
biggest drapery stores the other 
Fr iday, and a successful day 
was had collecting signatures. 
Great praise is due to those 
ladies and gentleman who so 
courageously attended the tables, 
for it was an exceedingly cold 
day.

The Mayor of Glenelg kindly 
permitted the placing of tables 
on  the footpath of the main 
street of Glenelg on Friday last, 
July 21.

People are still readily signing 
instructions to their representa-
tives (?) in Canberra to see that 
we, the people, do not lose our 
Bank.

Christian Social Order
Great enthusiasm is growing 

in the ranks of this progressive 
Society.  An invi tat ion  has 
been extended to members to 
attend Committee meetings as 
spectators, so as to keep in 
touch with what is being done. 
Many keen members are avail-
ing themselves of this privilege.

Speakers will, in the near fu-
ture, deliver the Society's mes-
sage from many pulpits apart 
from Church groups and outside 
organisations. The Society is 
still enrolling members.

The Society's badge is now 
available at the small cost of 
1/-. This is most artistically 
finished in gold and dark blue. 
The gilded figure of Justice 
holding the scales in perfect 
balance, with production on one

A r e  y ou  sa t is f ie d  w i th  y ou r  
V o t i n g  s y s t e m s ?  I f  s o ,  t h e n  
you a re very easily sa tis fied . O r  
perhaps— wh ich  is m uch m ore 
und er s tan da ble— you  a r e l ike  a  
v o t e r  I  m e t  r e c en t l y ,  w h o  d i d  
n o t  k n o w  t h a t  e le c t i o n s  c o u ld  
g iv e  s uch  ex t r a o r d in a r y r esu l ts .  I  
p o in t ed  o u t  th a t ,  ta k in g  th e  
F eder a l G over nm en t and  its op -
p onen ts, th ere w ere m ore voters  
a g a in s t  th e  G o v e r n m e n t  t h a n  
for  them , in  pr im ar ies; but th e  
G overnm en t had  33  sea ts in  th e 
S e n a t e  a n d  o p p o n e n t s  o n l y  3 ,  
for  a  per iod  o f yea rs . T h e voter  
look ed  in credu lous a t f ir st, th en  
bu rst ou t : "W e ll, th en , a  chan g e  
m u s t  b e  m a d e ."  I  a g r e e d ,  a n d  
s a id :  " W e l l ,  w e  a r e  t r y in g  t o  
c h a n g e  i t ,  w i l l  y o u  h e l p  u s ? "  
" T o o  r i g h t ,  I  w i l l , "  w a s  t h e  
r e a d y  r e s p o n s e .  A n d  t h a t  i s  
th e  v i e w , I  b e l i e ve ,  th e  p e o p l e  
w ill  take, in  sp ite o f th e L am en-
ta tion s  o f J o b 's  p ol i t i ca l c om -
f o r t e r s  t o  t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  w h e n  
w e  a s k  t h e m :  " W i l l  y o u  h e l p  
us  to  g e t P r op or t iona l R ep r e -
s e n t a t i o n  f o r  t h e  S en a t e ,  a n d  
w i l l  y o u  v o t e  t o  h a v e  th e  s ys -
tem  em bod ied  in  th e F edera l 
C on s t i t u t i o n ? "  " T o o  r ig h t , "  I  
a m  s u r e  w e  s h a l l  b e  a b l e  t o  
c oun t  on  th e ir  w i l l in g  co - op e -
ra tion .

B u t th e puzz led  vo ter  m igh t 
r e a s o n a b l y  a s k :  " W h a t  a b o u t  
the o th er  H ouses o f P a r l iam en t? 
A r e  th ey m u ch  be t te r  than  th e 
S en a te ,  a n d  ca n n o t  w e  m a k e  a  
c lean  sw e ep  o f th e p resen t e lec-
t io n  m e th o d s  a n d  b u i ld  s a f e l y  
a n d  w e l l on  th e  s u r e  fou n d a t ion  
o f P rop or tion a l R epr esen ta tion ? 
" T o o  r i g h t  w e  c a n , "  w h il e  yo u  
a r e  a l l  r e a d y  t o  h e l p .  " E d u -
c a t e ,  e d u c a t e ,  e d u c a t e . "  Y e s ,  
b u t  t h i s  m e a n s  m o n e y .  T h a t  
is ju st w h y w e  ha ve  tak en  ou r  
c o u r a g e  i n  b o t h  h a n d s  a t  l a s t ,  
an d  se t ou t on  a  N ew  D r ive for 
P r o p o r t i o n a l  R e p r e s e n ta t i on ,  
th r ou g h ou t th e  C om m on w ea lth . 
In  S ou th  A u s tr a l ia  w e  h a ve  a l -
r ea d y  l a u n c h e d  a n  a p p e a l f o r  
1 0 ,0 00  s h i l l in g s  to  be g in  w i th . 
W ill  you  send  you r  sh il lin gs , as 
m a n y a s  yo u  ca n  sp a r e ,  an d  a s  
o ft en  a s  y o u  c a n  s p a r e  th e m ? 
E ver y sh ill in g  w il l  h e lp  to br in g  
o u r  H ou s e s  o f  P a r l ia m en t  in t o  
l in e  w i th  m od ern  d em o cr a tic 
t h o u g h t .  I f  y o u  w a n t e d  t o  
s ta r t  a  n ew  fa c t or y,  w o u ld  yo u  
p u t  u p  w i t h  o b s o l e te  a n d  in -
e ff ic ien t m a ch in er y?  O f cou r se, 
you  w ou ld  n ot, or  i t w ou ld  be a  
sor r y da y for  you r  a r t ic les  o f 
c om m er c e .  T h en ,  i f  y ou  m u s t 
h a v e  e f f ic i en t  m a ch in e r y  f or  
m a k in g  good s ,  is  i t  n ot  im p era -
t ive th a t th e p eop le m u st h a ve 
e f f i c i e n t  m a c h i n e r y  t o  m a k e  
th e ir  P a r l iam en ts?  T od a y,  th e 
v o t e s  c a s t  b y  o n e  h a l f ,  s o m e -
t i m e s  b y  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  h a l f ,  
o f th e  vo t e r s ,  s im p l y d r o p  in t o  
th e  w a s te  p a pe r  ba sk e t , beca us e  
the  obs ole te e lec tor a l m a ch in er y 
o f  a  b y - g o n e  a g e  i s  s t i l l  u s e d ,  
n ot to en fran ch ise th e vo ter , bu t 
too  o ften  to  D is fran ch is e h im  or  
her.

L o ok  a t  th is .  In  1 9 2 5  fo r  a  
S ena te election , there w ere 22  
va can c ies— fou r  casua l in  ad d i-
t io n  t o  t h e  1 8  o r d i n a r y v a ca n -
c i es . T h e  U .A .P .  v o t e r s  n um -
b e r in g  o n e  m i l l i o n  a n d  a  h a l f  
w on  e ve r y sea t,  w h i le  a  m il l ion  
a n d  a  qu a r te r  vo t e r s  los t  e ve r y  
s e a t .  I f  t h e  m i l l i o n  a n d  a  
q u a r t e r  h a d  n o t  v o t e d  t h e y  
w ou ld  h a ve  b e en  fin ed .  T H E Y  
D I D  V O T E  A N D  T H E Y  
W E R E  D I S F R A N C H I S E D .

side and money on the other, 
stands out boldly on a matted 
background, whilst on a blue 
edge are the gilded letters 
"C.S.O.," and at the bottom, "It 
can be done."

P r op o r t ion a l R ep r es en ta tion  
w ill  stop g err ym an der ing ; i t  w il l  
repr esen t both  m a jor it ies an d  
m in or it ies; i t w il l  en cou rage th e 
P eop le  to  vo te  an d  th us ten d  to  
D E S T R O Y  A P A T H Y ,  t h a t  
a p a th y,  w h i ch  is  th e  M E N A C E  
O F  D E M O C R A C Y ;  i t  w i l l  h e lp  
t o  r e s t o r e  t h e  p a r l i a m e n t s  t o  
th e  con tr o l  o f th e  p e o p l e ; a n d  
f in a ll y  I T  W IL L  G IV E  U S  
E L E C T O R A L  J U S T IC E .  M i l-
l ion s a r e sq uan d ered  on  ch a r ity ,  
a n d  O l iv e r  s ti l l  a sks  fo r  m o r e . 
G I V E  U S  S O M E T H I N G  F O R  
J U S T I C E , s o th a t w e  m a y f ig h t  
t h e  g o o d  f i g h t  o f  fa i t h  i n ,  a n d  
fo r , D em ocra c y.

M o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  c a n  b e  
g a in ed  fr om  an d  h e lp  fo r w ar d ed  
to S ir  Jam es  B ar re tt  (P r esid en t ), 
or  M r . R oyden  E . P ow e ll (H on .  
S e c . ) ,  S u r r ey  H i l l s ,  V ic t o r i a .

Lost   Legion   of Young 
Australians

(Continued from page 1.)

AND TOR N,  ON  BAR BED -
WIRE ENTANGLEMENTS 
ON BATTLEFIELDS; but when 
a proposal is made to find money 
to preserve the lives and souls of 
these young men and to give them 
a chance to become good citizens 
of the nation, we are asked 
WHE RE I T I S  TO C OM E 
FROM. We must stop tinkering 
at effects and deal with the causes 
of this social evil . . ..”

S e n a to r  M c L e a y . “  . . . th ere is 
some risk that the rising gene-
ration may be spoon-fed too 
much."

* * *
[The above is taken from Par-

liamentary Debates (Hansard) 
No. 15, from what was said in 
the Senate on 16th June. We 
leave readers to form their own 
opinions of the truth in Senator 
Collings' statements, and the at-
titude towards a vitally urgent 
problem adopted by certain gentle-
men with Scotch-sounding names. 
Why did Senator Collings stop at 
that,  however? I f he has cour-
age as well as convictions, we 
may hope to find that he is also 
aware that the Report of the 
Royal Commission on Banking 
distinctly states How and Where 
the money may be "found."]

MORE HUMBUG
(Continued from page 5.)

ment yet put forward against a 
shorter working week is the finan-
cial effect—i.e., the additional EX-
PENDITURE that would be en-
tailed. And this will always be 
so until Parliament requires its 
money department to provide the 
community with finance equal to 
the full needs of industry.

MAKING FUN OF YOUTH
Uniformity of factory legislation 

will do nothing whatever in the 
direction of controlling the money 
supply, and this aspect would not 
be influenced one iota even if the 
Youth Employment Conference met 
every week or every day. None but 
a liar would say that our actual 
and potential production is not suf-
ficient to give us, all of us, the 
best standard of living in the world, 
and this quite irrespective of 
whether our youth are employed or 
not. It is nothing but lack of pur-
chasing power or money that pre-
vents our realisation of this higher 
standard, and until we act upon
this truth we are only making fun 
of our youth and all others who 
profess to be "looking for employ-
ment. "—Yours faithfully,

BRUCE H BROWN 
(To be continued.)

Letter to Editor   VOTES OR WASTE PAPER-WHICH?
By   J.   F.   YOUNG   President, P.R.   Group, S.A.


