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Now, when our land to 
ruin's brink is verging, 

In God's name, let 
us speak while 
there is time  

Now, when the 
padlocks for our 
lips are forging.  

Silence is crime.  
—Whittier   (1807-1892). 

Walter Murdoch Wants  

That article, "Give the People 
Money," was reprinted in large 
quantit ies as a leaflet, and was 
widely distributed by enthusiastic 
monetary reformers. 

Having read that crushing de-
nunciat ion of the effects of 
"leadership," we supposed that 
Walter Murdoch, for one, would 
never willingly entrust his destiny 
to national "leaders" again. We 
were wrong. Simple hope springs 
eternal—even in the breast of one 
who has many years as a pro-
fessor behind him and enjoys an 
enviable reputation as an essay-
ist. Yes, Walter Murdoch seems 
to have adopted a new slogan— 
"Give the People Leadership." 

We found evidence of this new 
att itude in some views he ex-
pressed in the "Austral-Asiatic 
Bul let in" recently. These we 
quoted and commented on in our 
editorial of September 20. Fur-
ther evidence was provided in the 
Melbourne "Herald" of Septem-
ber 28, in which Walter Murdoch 
wrote his weekly feature under the 
heading, "Democracy's Need: 
LEADERSHIP." Just l ike that , 
with the word "leadership" in capi-
tal letters. 

From the opening passages, we 
gathered that the necessity of 
"leadership" was only argued for 
technical and administrat ive 
spheres where the policy or general 
objective is already laid down— e.g., 
the army. (That much seemed al l 
right. Provided the "experts" are 
not allowed to dictate WHAT shall 
be done, it is common sense to 
give them a free hand—on a "get 
results or get out basis"— as to 
HOW things shall be done.) But 
further on we came across these 
statements (our emphasis): 

"Democracy means that we 
choose our leaders; not that we are 
all so wise and good that we can 
do without leaders. Leadership is 
essential to an army and to a nation. 

"If leadership is of no moment, 

(Continued on page 8.) 

"I feel l ike a captain who has 
lost his ship and is here to re-
port to the owners. 

"About two years ago, in very 
dirty weather, some pirates pushed 
us on the rocks, and boarded us 
disguised as 'national interests' men. 

"In these anxious t imes it  is 
prudent to build reserves and to 
limit dividends, but I think it is 
going altogether too far—when a 
company earns, as this company 
has earned, £3,170,000—to with-
hold the whole of the earnings. 

"I have an open mind about  
the wisdom of State ownership and 
control of the steel industry— 
control by so-called voluntary 
methods has certainly led to grave 
abuses and injustices—but I am 
most strongly opposed to confis-
cation. 

"The method of obtaining pos-
session by the appointment of a 
control committee is a technique 
new in this country; as unjust as 
it is un-English." 

Now, all these troubles, to my 
mind, have the same basic cause— 
namely, that the freedom-loving 
peoples of the world, as they 
gradually struggled towards that 
freedom, gaining local government, 
elected parliaments, and wider 
suffrage for democratic govern-
ment, failed to notice that with the 
development of the banking system 
the real power in all countries was 
passing into the hands of bankers 
and financiers, and eventually 
groups of financiers who controlled 
the money supplies of all countries. 

That, briefly, is what has hap-
pened. That is why the so-called 
"wage-slaves" of today—in spite of 
their votes and their unions—are 
little better off than the serfs and 
chattel slaves of former times. That 
is why dreadful things happen that 
nobody wants, and why we can't 
have good things that we all want. 

The main control committee 
said Sir William, consisted of three 
persons—the Governor of the 
Bank of England, Lord Greenwood 
and Mr. Lever. 

It  had been estimated by the 
banks said Sir William, that the 
company would need about 
£7,000,000 to complete its capital 
expenditure programme and ope-
rate its plant. But time had proved 
their maximum needs to be less 
than three and a half mil lions, 
despite heavy A.R.P. expenditure. 

"I protested vigorously at the-
time that these estimates were in-
correct, but submitted, believing 
that i f time proved the correct-
ness of my estimates, just ice to 
our shareholders would be done," 
added Sir William. 

("Pirates" and "confiscation" are 
not too s trongly descr ipt ive of 
the facts. Seven instead of 3½ 
millions was not thrust on the 
company for the interest charges, 
though, but to acquire "control.") 

A higher standard of living—better 
education, for example. The goods 
are there in plenty, but we can't 
a ffor d them. It  wouldn't  be 
"sound" finance! 

MONEY POWER 
Power in these days is exercised 

through money. "The King reigns, 
Parl iament governs, but Money 

 

rules!" Not  the hand that rocks 
the cradle, but the hands that holds 
the purse strings rules the world. 
Don't let them "kid" you. It's no 
good electing parliaments and gov-
ernments under the most perfect 
suffrage, by preferential voting or 
proportional representation, unless 
they hold the purse str ings. 

No wonder we are told—no won-
der we feel and have felt for some 
time that democracy has failed. 

No wonder we almost agree that 
we shall have to try something else 
—some form of "totalitarianism" or 
planning—central planning. But 
don't be fooled. We've had only 
the shadow of democracy—not the 
substance. The wool has been over 
our eyes. You can see through it 
now. Pull it off. Democracy hasn't 
fai led. It  hasn't  been tr ied. Let 
us try i t .  (For Heaven's sake let 
us try it  now!) 

We have got to insist that the 
Government we elect shall be the 
real Government . That i t  shal l  
hold the purse str ings and be the 
real power. The Government al-
ready has the power—under the 
Constitution, through the Common-
wealth Bank and its Board; but it 
doesn't use i t ! We have got to 
insist that the Government uses 
that power. 

(Continued on page 8.) 

A Fuehrer  

Compares The People With  

Sheep and Dyspeptic  

Children  

There was a time when we associated the name of Pro f. 
Walter Murdoch with the slogan: "Give the People Mo ney." 
He once wrote an article (not for the Melbourne "He rald," of 
course), which had that injunction as i ts ti tle and  its theme. 
In that article, he drew attention to the paradox o f poverty 
amid plenty and the all too- obvious lack of money from which 
it arises. He also drew attention to the fact that our national 
"leaders" allow the quantity of money to be arbitra rily regu-
lated by the private banks.  

He wrote: "The Banks, controlling the Volume and the 
Flow of Money, control the lives and destinies of Men; and 
Governments eat out of their hands." He recommended certain 
financial proposals for getting us out of the tragic mess ("evil 
dream come true," he called it) into which those same "lead-
ers" led us and always seemed content—nay, determined—to 
keep us. He seemed to think it was time John Citizen took 
a hand, instead of standing by while the "leaders" ate (sumptu-
ously) out of the hands of the banks. 

'THE KING REIGNS, PARLIAMENT 
GOVERNS... BUT MONEY RULES!"  

From a recent talk by Dr. John Dale 

I know that you—whether you are farmers, tradesmen,  
artisans, labourers or professional men— have your local 
prob lems, your very serious problems of insecurity and 
frustration. 
I  know also that, as Australians, you share the gre at 
diffi culties of Australia, the huge problem of unemploym ent, 
with its consequences of destitution and malnutrition, t he 
problems of market s, and, at this particular moment, of 
defence, or national security.  

Furthermore, as men living in the world today, we all find 
ourselves, even in the most prosperous countries, so-called, in 
a state of unprecedented bewilderment and desperation; won-
dering, indeed, if we shall avoid a return to the tyrannies, 
miseries and famines of the Dark Ages. 

"BOARDED BY PIRATES"  

English   Industrialist   Speaks   Out  

Sir Wm. Firth, former chairman of Richard Thomas & Co., 
the £20,000,000 steel and tin plate combine, read a stat ement 
at the annual meeting of the company in London rece ntly. He 
said:  
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If you could recall such a sen-
sation you would be in the frame 
of mind to interpret some of the 
things that are being said about 
Dr. Evatt by the sort of people 
you might think would applaud 
him. The distinguished legal 
gentleman seems to be about as 
popular with certain politicians as 
a policeman in a "two up" school. 

It is evident, though they don't  
say so outright, that they suspect 
a certain incompatibility between 
the administration of just ice and 
the adminis t ra t ion of a  mere 
pledge given to the people in the 
heat of an elect ion. No one can 
know better than they that a 
promise flung to the multitude in 
the heat and anxiety of vote 
catching is real ly l i t t le better 
than an undertaking extracted un-
der duress. There is always the 
chance, though, that anyone un-
used to a pol i t ical atmosphere 
might not thoroughly appreciate 
this point. 

I don't  say that this is the rea-
son; I merely conclude the pos-
sibility from an acquaintance of 
the sort of circumlocution poli-
t i cians are so fond of.  Thus,  
when they stand before you "in 
all humility" they are probably 
assessing the morti fication and 
rage (should they be elected) of 
the snobs, who so far will  give 
them no recognit ion; when they 
talk of safeguarding the interest  
of the people they are thinking 
of safeguarding the interest on 
bonds. I don't  mean that they 

 

never think of the people. That 
assertion would hardly be fair, 
for  there can be no doubt  that  
they are thinking solely of the 
people when they talk of sacrifice. 

What makes their fear of this 
incompatibility a litt le hard to 
underst and is  the f act  t hat  the 
legal profession has had a strong 
inf luence on Federa l pol it ics  
through the personalities of Mr. 
Menzies and Mr. Spender. A K.C. 
isn't the same thing as a judge 
admit tedly, as a function of the 
la t t e r  is  t o  p o int  out  in co ld  
blood t he f laws in the premises 
o f  t h e  f o r m e r .  I f  D r .  E v a t t  
started doing that, he might make 
a lot of people uncomfortable, be- 
sides taking up a lot of  t ime, 
though, properly handled, the ma-
terial provided by learned K.C.s 
should prove d iver t ing,  and,  in 
Mr. Spender's case,  posit ively 
hilarious to a lot of other people. 

I should really like to see the 
atmosphere of a court of law im-
ported into the Federal House for 
the purpose of deciding the vexed 
mat ter  o f  the people 's  credi t ,  
Where is it? and Who had it last? 

* *  * 

Mr. Menzies: "Mlud, I must 
bow, however reluctantly, to the 
ruling of this House, that a dis-
cussion of a nation's credit is 
relevant to the dire circumstances 
in which my fellow-Australians 
find themselves. My fellow-Aus-
tral ians wi ll, I am sure, bear with 

me in this,  as in anything I care 
t o do.  That  is  why I am so fond 
of my fellow-Australians . .  .. ” 

Mr. Curtin (heatedly): "M'lud,  
I protest. They're not his fellow-
Australians." 

His Lordship: "Objection up-
held." 

Mr. Menzies: "M'lud, I propose 
to show, since the House upholds 
the relevancy of financial matters, 
that any discussion of them is 
inimical to our war effort, and 
tantamount to a blow st ruck for  
the Axis powers. I am sure my 
f e l lo w-Aus t r a l ia ns  .  .  .  Ah em ! 
. . , M'lud, I beg leave to call my 
principal witness, the Hon. P. C. 
Spender." 

The Hon. Spender materialises 
instantly. 

Mr. Menzies: "Your occupation 
br ings you into  contact  wi th  
money matters, does it  not?" 

Witness: "It does." 
Mr. Menzies: "Will you tell this 

House, please, where the money 
comes from?" 

Witness: "The widows and or-
phans." 

Mr. Menzies: "Is it a fact that 
private corporations manufacture 
money in the form of credit?" 

Witness: "It  is not.  A lot of 
misleading information has been 
published by cer ta in leading 
bankers, like Mr. Rothschild, Mr. 
McKenna and Mr. Hawtrey and 
credence has been given to them 
by the "Encyclopedia Britannica." 
Nevertheless, it is untrue. Money 
only happens." 

Mr. Menzies: "How do you ac-
count for money appearing in 
suff icient quantity in war t ime,  
when there is merely a bare suf-
ficiency in peace time?" 

Witness: "That is the effect of 
velocity." 

Mr. Menzies: "You mean that,  
with  the ar r iva l o f  necess it y,  
money just speeds up, as it were— 
rises to the occasion, in other  
words?" 

Witness:   "Something like that." 
Mr. Menzies: "So that,  no mat-

ter how much or how li t t le there 
may be, there is always enough?" 

Witness:  "Quite." 
Mr. Menzies: "Then, by attack-

ing the money system instead of 
at tacking our enemies,  one might  
be said to be guilty of sabotage?" 

Witness:   "That is so." 
Mr. Menzies: "Thank you! That  

is  a l l  for  the present .  M'lud,  I 
rest my case on the plea that the 
man who thinks about money at 
this crit ical juncture is guilty of  

 

an unpatriotic action.  And . . . 
M'lud . . .  I  f ind the r ibaldry in 
the back benches somewhat dis-
tract ing . . . .” 

His Lordship: "Silence in the 
House." 

Ever yone is  s i lent  enough to  
hear  the nat ure of  the d is turb-
ance, which takes the form of a 
song: 

"Cadging along the road to 
victoree..   .   . "Bumming    along   
the    road   to victoree.  .  ." 

Mr. Menzies: "M'lud, you see? 
This is the sort of thing I have 
a lways compla ined about .  That  
is why I always wanted a secret 
Cabinet . . . .” 

His Lordship: "Not relevant to 
the issue." 

* * *  
With the plea, now impassioned, 

now pathetic, that is being made 
for a National Government, one 
would have thought that a man 
suspect ed of  impar t ia l i ty as 
strongly as Dr. Evatt appears to 
be  wo ul d h a ve  be e n t h e  ver y  
one to  supply a  long-fe lt  want .  
But quite evidently a large num-
ber of politicians do not take this 
view. The warring factions for 
them every t ime. 

In a  way you can under stand 
t he ir  fee lings.  When you have 
been shepherded into the lobby so 
often that you would vote for the 
abolition of the franchise if some-
one wanted you to, or vote against 
t he g if t  o f  a  f r eehold house and 
a pension for al l if  a member of 
the Opposit ion had found a way to 
do it, it is a bit unsettling to have 
to open your ranks to anyone 
suspected of impartiality. And, of 
course, the only way you can ac-
count for him to yourselves is to 
say that he has only been pre-
t ending to  be impar t ia l a l l  t he 
time. But it seems hard that this 
manifestation of the herd instinct 
should expose the dignity of  a 
judge of the High Court to the 
epithet , "Yah, polit ician!" The 
funny part is that this part icular 
term of degradation should have 
been thought  o f ,  not  by you or  
me, but by the politicians them-
selves. 

There can be no doubt  that  i f  
you have some peculiar  com-
placency or vice, the best thing 
for your peace of mind is to hug 
it to yourself, as a prisoner might 
hug his chains. And that may be 
why the controllers of our destiny 
expect us to hug ours—our chains, 
I mean, not our complacencies. 

 

  

The "Daily 
Worker" 
Expands  

In England, the "Daily Worker," 
on June 26, published a "mani-
festo," issued by the "Political 
Bureau of the Communist Party," 
which included the following 
points: 

"Clear out all supporters of Fas-
cism, the men of Munich, and all 
responsible for the present situa-
t ion from all commanding posi-
t ions, whether in the Government, 
the Services, or the control of in-
dustry. 

"Secure the elections of Work-
ers' Control Committees in the 
factories to safeguard workers' 
conditions and put an end to cor-
ruption, waste and profiteering in 
the production of  armaments and 
all necessities of life. 

"Arm the workers in the fac-
tories. 

"Withdraw all regulations that 
t a k e  a wa y t h e r ig h t  o f  f r e e 
speech, press, meeting and organ-
isation of the working-class move-
ment. 

"Build up unity and close fra-
ternal relations with the Socialist 
Soviet Union and with the work-
ing people of all  countries for 
freedom and peace." 

*            * * 
I t  is  wel l known that  revo lu-

tions follow in the wake of war, 

in the stress, the strain and ex-
haust ion t hat  occur .  In France 
there was no Communist  revolu-
tion because all dangerous Com-
munis ts  were interned in good 
time. In England, Fascists have 
been arrested, but Communists are 
free to continue their propaganda 
freely, and they have openly op-
posed the war. 

The "Daily Worker" is the only 
English paper, which has increased 
in size recently. It now consists 
of eight pages. 

 

Dr. John Dale to 
Speak  

Dr. John Dale will address the 
Melbourne Forum next Sunday 
afternoon, October 27, at 3.30 p.m. 
The Melbourne Forum is held at 
the Unitarian Church, Cathedral-
place, East Melbourne. 

Readers are urged to take this 
opportunity of hearing a speaker 
whose views are always enlighten-
ing and st imulat ing. His subject 
is, "Construction—Now!" 

 

SITUATION WANTED.  

Reliable Tractor Drivers, Team-
sters, Milkers, Fern Cutters, M. 
Couples waiting. —WILLIAMS' 
BUREAU, 440 Flinders-street, Mel-
bourne. 'Phone: MU3423. 

WHAT THE POLITICIANS THINK 
OF THEMSELVES  

By "THE WALRUS." 

"SYDNEY, October 10. — A question about Dr. Evatt, which 
was asked in the Legislative Assembly today, evoked  angry 
interjections and protests from Labour members. The  ques-
t ion,  which was asked by Mr. Thomas (U.A.P.),  was: ' is i t  
a fact that the recent resignation of Dr. Evatt fro m the High 
Cour t  bench and his e nt ry .  .  .  into .  .  .  par ty pol i t i cs 
have done much to shake the confidence of the publi c in the 
complete impartiality of the judiciary?''  

Have you ever pushed open the door of a hotel in a strange 
locality at midnight and observed the religious hush which falls 
on those assembled therein: noted the glasses of water and 
lemonade which should, one would think, go such a very little 
way towards the promotion of the hilarity which had drawn 
your footsteps thither? Have you ever experienced the con-
centrated glare of hostility of the innocent convivialists, as, 
with relief, they made the simultaneous discovery that you 
were only you, and not somebody else? No? Well, there's 
no need to make a song about it. 

You Should   Not   Be   Without   It! 

"THE WORLD-GOVERNMENT 
PLOT EXPOSED" 

By ERIC D. BUTLER.  

This booklet is most topical at the present time. Shows 
the plans and objects of International Finance in a startling 
light. It is a complete answer to "Federal Union" and the 
move to abolish the State Parliaments. It should be circulated 
as widely as possible at the present juncture. 

The financial swindle during the last war is outlined 
and the move to financially enslave the British people as a 
result of this conflict. 

Price 6d ; Posted, 7d  

Obtainable   from   the   "New   Times,” Box   1226 , G.P.O.,
Melbourne.  
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It  has been said that we are 
fight ing this war for a chance 
against a certainty. A military 
victory for the Axis powers would 
mean the certain extinction of the 
democrat ic way of l i fe, with al l  
its admitted present imperfections, 
and the introduction of a central-
ised, ruthless cont rol , by men 
whose main method of governing 
is the use of stark physical force. 
Our mili tary victory wil l at least 
give us a chance of surviving in 
the cultural and democratic sense 
—and, whi le I have heard and 
read quite a lot of propaganda 
concerning the British Empire, I 
have not noticed any great em-
phasis about British culture. 
Perhaps    our   enemies—external 
and    internal—desire    to    weaken 
our morale by making us ashamed 
of our history.    They   may   even 
deny   that there   is such, a   thing as    
British    culture.      Few   would deny 
that the British people have much of 
which they are ashamed; all     great     
experiments     embody some 
mistakes.    The growth of the British   
Commonwealth   of   Nations has 
been an experiment, and, after   
allowing   for financial   exploitation    
of    real     colonisation, the good   far   
outweighs   the   bad.     A growth   of   
decentralised   self-government   of   
colonies   is   the   outstanding   
feature   of British colonisation.    The   
result   has   been   the development     
of    a    "family” of autonomous   
nations.    The    reader may   interrupt   
here   and   mention India   and 
Ireland.    They are the exceptions   
that   prove   the   rule— the   basic 
cause of the trouble in both those 
countr ies has been the departure 
from the very principles followed 
so successfully elsewhere. The   
principle   of   self-government is   a   
product   of   the   Anglo-Saxon race—
it    is    an    essential    part   of British   
culture.     Our   enemies   in this 
struggle seek to   destroy   that 
principle. 

THE NURSERY OF 
FREEDOM 
The British Isles has been the 

nursery of freedom. Here, long 
ago, the seeds of l iberty were 
planted. Here they have struggled 
towards the light — growing, ex-
panding, developing. Magna Carta, 
Wat Tyler, Wilberforce, Shake-
speare, Drake and Nelson—names 
that men of Anglo-Saxon stock 
recal l with pride. We have seen 
the growth of democracy and of 
the Commonwealth of Nations side-
by-side—troubled and turbulent, 
but ever marching on. We know 
that the British people have given 
much to civilisation—poets, philo-
sophers and scientists. Read the 
literature of the British poets; it 
breathes the very spirit  of freedom 
and l iberty. Is i t  possible that 
"this blessed plot, this earth, this 
realm, this England," shall be no 
more? Sure ly not .  For  the past 
seven weeks the peoples of the 
freedom-loving world have watched, 
with bated breath, the unparalleled 
spectacle of the people of London 
being subjected to a reign of death 
and terror from the air. No words 
of mine can portray the horror of this 
orgy of destruction, where women 
and children take their places in the 
front line of one of the greatest 
battles of all time—the battle for 
civilisation. "We know only that 
one of the green and lovely oases of 
civilisation in the wilderness of man's 
t ime on earth is foul ly 
threatened, and that the whole 

 world for ever more will be the 
poorer if i t falls." 

I do not believe that it will fall; 
the uncrushable spirit of the Brit-
ish people will emerge from the 
ordeal. The spirit of freedom will 
live. "This shining thing in the 
souls of free men Hitler cannot 
command, or attain, or conquer. 
He has crushed it, where he could, 
from German hear ts . It  i s t he 
great tradit ion of democracy. It  
is the future. It is victory." 
UNITY OF PURPOSE 

Looking at this tremendous 
struggle, from our safe position, 
ten thousand miles away, it seems 
hard to understand all the issues 
involved. 
However, it   can   be   said   that 
45,000,000 British men, women and 
children are holding up the greatest 
and most ruthless war machine the 
world has ever seen.   But, are the   
people   fighting with   a   clear and   
complete   unity   of   purpose? Are   
they   really   making   a   maximum 
effort?    Many questions are being 
asked in Britain lately concerning   
Britain's   war   aims.     One leading     
critic, Mr.      Berriedale Keith, 
lecturer   on   the   Constitution of 
the British Empire, writes: 
"Parliament has assumed the right 
to control us without a mandate, and   
its   authority   rests   on   legal force, 
not    on    moral    right, as would   be   
the   case   if   a   general election   
were   held.     Are   we   to fight to 
secure the safety and integrity of 
the Empire   and establish a regime 
of free States united by Federal 
ties, as Lord Lothian once declared 
to be our purpose? Or are our aims 
to be limited to more   practical   
dimensions?"     Apparently, Mr. 
Keith is not the only person   asking   
these, and   similar, questions.    The 
sooner a clear-cut statement   is   
given   the   sooner   a real    unity    of    
purpose    will    be born. 

Apparently, the British Govern-
ment—led by that instigator of 
"brilliant blunders," Mr. Churchill —
is not acting very frankly in all its 
dealings with the public, as 
witnessed by the following recent 
editorial in the "Daily Express": 
"There is a move to suppress our 
unemployment figures. Now that 
would be a bad thing. Whatever 
reasons there may be to justify 
such a deed, i ts result would be 
to breed misgiving and unwar-
ranted suspicion. People will re-
gard it as peculiar that still nearly 
a million British men and women 
are out of work, while our war 
expenditure soars to £9,000,000 a 
day. They will  want to be told 
why."  

The people wi l l  not only re-
gard this state of affairs as pecu-
liar. They will regard it as trea-
sonable — particularly when they 
know that Mr. Montagu Norman's 
financial system has been 
responsible for this appalling 
position. Mr. Norman might be 
well advised to read British 
history, and learn how despots of 
the past who stood in the way of 
the common people's fight for 
freedom were ruthlessly swept 
aside. He wi ll prove no exception. 

IS IT WORTH IT?  
The British people are experi-

encing modern war, unleashed in 
its full  horror, and some people 
are asking, "Is it worth it?" 

That depends upon what results 
come out of this struggle. Surely 
something better will emerge from 

this turmoil  than domination by 
the financial monopoly which bat-
tened more heavi ly on the Bri t-
ish peoples after the last war. 
There is every indication that this 
struggle will be long and costly— 
cost ly in terms of human l i fe, 
human happiness and materials. 
What the people need today is 
inspiration — a definite knowledge 
that the t remendous price they 
are being called on to pay will be 
worthwhi le. But, how can we 
have inspiration when our lead-
ers continually fob us off about 
our war aims; whi le the Empire 
is pawned further and further to 
International Finance. 

The time has arrived when those 
who would understand the real 
issues must clearly distinguish be-
tween British policy and finan-
ciers' policy—and i t is high tune 
that some of our politicians were 
asked where they stand. 

"These are but  two echoes 
of a campaign which has been, en-
couraged in many quarters for 
some time. 

"Expressed in plain words by a 
man on the street, such senti -
ments would constitute high trea-
son. But  d isguised in  bunt ing 
they can be extolled by the intel-
ligentsia without fear of criticism. 
And teachers who heard wi ll no 
doubt take them back to then-
charges. The result may be that 
young children, in all innocence, 
will  soon advocate the surrender 
of the British crown. 

"Harsh words . . . but hardly 
exaggerated. For is not the sove-
reignty of the people symbolised 
in the crown? And i f we sur-
render the former, how can the 
latter escape? 

"The p lan suggests  we can 
solve our litt le problems if they 
are made into one big problem. 
The U.S.A. hasn’t found it true. 
This country is a most unfortu-
nate example for the principle 
of federalism. For with millions 
l iving in ghastly condit ions,  she 
is most unlikely to show the way 
to bet ter things .  . .  until  the 
financial system is changed. 

"The United States verge upon 
internal combustion for the same 
reason that Europe is now a flam-
ing hell. 

It  is al l  very wel l  to applaud 
the splendid heroism of the British 
people; what we must do is to 
back them up by displaying a 
l ittle mental and moral heroism 
right here in Australia by getting 
to grips with the cancerous finan-
cial  system. Unless that cancer 
is removed, our struggle may be 
in vain; the Bri t i sh experiment 
may die—killed by the appalling 
apathy of the people and those 
who mislead them. 

I don't  believe that i t wil l die. 
Now, as never before, the cal l  
goes out to men and women who 
understand the principles, which 
this journal has constantly enun-
cia ted to car ry on the i r  great  
work. They are in the vanguard 
of the struggle; British freedom is 
in their hands. The Anglo-Saxon 
race has led the world to freedom 
in the past ; i t  can, and must, do 
it again. 

"Why do people urge 
surrender of sovereignty to 
international force even while 
good men are dying to defend 
it?  
"Before the victory is won we 

shal l  have to reverse the pro-
posal.  We shal l  have to restore 
the sovereignty of the people over 
their financial system. The people 
of each nat ion must  enjoy the 
power to buy as much as their 
country can produce. 

"They must produce more than 
they need of some commodities to 
trade for the things they cannot 
produce. Between nations there 
must  be an actua l  ba lance of 
trade. 

"That is our international order. 
It depends upon true political and 
economic democracy within each 
unit .  It  involves the restorat ion 
of individual freedom rather than 
the surrender of national sove-
reignty. 

"There are two grand saboteurs 
in this Canada. One says we can 
win the war with money taxed, 
borrowed and begged from our 
people. The other says we can 
win the peace by giving up our 
sovereign power to an interna-
tional authority. 

"Unintentionally or otherwise ... 
they are both diabolically evil ." 

—"Today and Tomorrow" (Al-
berta). 

THE BATTLE FOR CIVILISATION 

BRITAIN'S INSPIRING STAND  

By ERIC D   BUTLER 

"All our post proclaims our future 

Shakespeare’s voice and   Nelson's   hand, 

 Milton's fai th and Wordsworth's trust  

In this our chosen and chainless land   

Bear us witness: come the world against her,  
England yet shall stand."  

"Both Diabolically Evil," Says Canadian Paper  

“ . . . There must be some surrender of sovereignty  to an 
international organisation of some kind possessing an adequate 
sanction of force a professor from the University o f Alberta 
is reported to have told a group of teachers, recen tly, at 
summer school.  

"The United States, he added, has been a pioneer in the 
experiment of federalism, and could act as a 'world laboratory' 
to show the way to better things. 

FEDERAL UNION AND MONEY 
SCARCITY  

TO OUR READERS— 
You may obtain your copy of the "NEW TIMES" from any 

authorised newsagent. Should your agent not have supplies, 
please ask him to communicate direct with New Times Ltd., Box 1226, 
G.P.O., Melbourne, C.I. Tel.: MU2834. 

If you wish to have your copy posted direct from this office, please 
complete the form below and mail it, accompanied by remittance 
payable to New Times Ltd. 

SUBSCRIPTION   FORM. 
To New Times Ltd, 

Box   1226, G.P.O., Melbourne, CI. 
Please   forward   me   the   "New   Times” for ...........................................

Months, beginning    with    issue    dated,...................................  19... 
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I  enclose     postal  note     for   the   sum   of ...........................................
money    order 

Name......................................................................................

Full   Postal   Address ............................................................

Date ................................................
 
Please fill in name and address in block capitals. 
The subscription rate to the "New Times" is 15/- for 12 months; 7/8 

for 6 months; 3/9 for 3 months.   Post-free. 
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Report of the Commission on 
Dominion-Provincial Relations   in 

Canada 

After two and a half years' work the Rowell  Commiss ion 
on Dominion-Provincial Relations in Canada has prod uced a 
report that runs into eighteen volumes, including e leven volumes 
of detailed financial statistics.  
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THE NONSENSE AT CANBERRA 
Since the final Federal election results, the electors of this 

country have been treated to the most astounding example 
of party intrigue. The party managers have been working 
hard behind closed doors to formulate some arrangement, which 
would give some semblance of stable government. 

Conference after conference met, only to adjourn. One 
of the highlights of these proceedings occurred when Mr. 
Curtin solemnly read out portion of his policy speech to Mr. 
Menzies and his colleagues, after which Mr. Menzies asked 
for an adjournment in order that he might study this speech 
more closely! 

The outstanding omission from all this discussion was 
any consideration of the electors' policy; however, seeing 
that the electors have not yet displayed sufficient interest in 
their own destinies to formulate and demand a policy on a non-
party basis, Members of Parliament can hardly be expected 
to be mind readers. In the absence of any demands by the 
electors they carry on as they please, 

The attitude of the Australian Labor Party has been most 
deplorable. After a lot of talk, an agreement has been reached 
to form an Advisory War Council with the Government party 
and the Opposition equally represented. Most of the com-
ment, which has appeared so far in connection with this War 
Council, has been undiluted nonsense; and we consider the 
following statement made by Mr. Curtin as the greatest non-
sense of all: 

"I regard the decision as an historic one, and of the great-
est significance, as showing the unalterable determination of 
the Australian people and of all political parties to do their 
utmost in a war in which our very existence is at stake." 

If Mr. Curtin or anyone else can inform us how the de-
cision to form a War Council by party managers at Canberra 
had anything to do with the "unalterable determination of the 
Australian people" we would be most interested to hear about 
it. 

All this discussion concerning administration of the nation's 
effort is not going to get this nation out of the present chaos. 
What is wanted is a clear-cut expression of policy by the people; a 
policy of Government control of finance in order that, not only 
can we make a greater maximum effort, but, that the war will 
be won for the people and not for the financiers. War Council or 
no War Council, the real task is still ahead of the Australian 
people. Public opinion must be aroused on the one vital 
issue of finance. 

Eric Butler to Give Three Special 
Lectures 

STARTING NEXT TUESDAY, OCTOBER 29 , 8p.m 

Christian   Club   Lounge, 8th   
Floor, Albany Court, Collins-

street.  

Arrangements have been 
made for Mr. Eric Butler to 
give three special weekly lectures 
— starting from next Tuesday 
night—on the history, 
philosophy and application of 
democratic government. 

All supporters are urged to 
attend in order that these 
lectures will get the support 
they warrant. Discussion arid 
questions will be encouraged 
in order that supporters will 
become thoroughly conversant 
with every aspect of the subject. 
Mr. Butler will take as 
his title for next week: Eric Butler  

"THE BASIS AND HISTORY OF DEMOCRATIC 
GOVERNMENT."  

The Commission was first under 
the chai rmanship of the Hon. 
Newton W. Rowell, who had to 
relinquish the post on account of 
ill health, when most of the pub-
lic hearings had been taken. He 
was succeeded by Dr. Joseph Si-
rois.  Dr .  Si rois  comes from 
Quebec, and is professor and sec-
retary of the facul ty of Law at 
Laval University as well as di-
rector of several financial organ-
isations and leading business con-
cerns in Quebec. 

It will be remembered that the 
Alberta Government decided not 
to appear before the commission 
or  submit a brief to it ,  but to 
present a report on the situation 
on its own account. It was then 
that "The Case for Alberta" was 
compiled. 

The "Edmonton Journal" of May 
16, 1940, gives the following sum-
mary of the chief recommenda-
tions in the report: 

"1. Assumption by the dominion 
of the maintenance of unemployed 
employable and their dependants. 

"2. Assistance to agriculture at 
t imes of depression in the form 
of operating cost advances, with 
the dominion assuming direct ad-
ministration and financial responsi-
bility,  

"3. Continued administration by 
provinces of non-contributory old 
age pensions without further fin-
ancial help from the dominion. If 
a contributory system is adopted 
later, control to be under the do-
minion. 

"4. Transfer of provincial debts 
totalling 2,300,000,000 dollars to the 
dominion, provinces to pay to the 
dominion the interest it now re-
ceives from investments, so that 
the dominion should not assume 
l iabi lity for a debt represented by 
a self-l iquidating asset, such as 
public utilities, retained by a pro-
vince. 

"5. Surrender by the provinces 
of their income, corporation and 
succession duties taxes, leaving 
this field exclusively to the do-
minion. The dominion to pay to 
the province 10 per cent, of the 
corporate income derived from 
exploitation of the province's min-
eral wealth. 

"6. Surrender by the provinces 
of their existing per capita sub-
sidies from the dominion. 

"7. Provision for each province 
of a normal Canadian standard of 
services with taxation of normal 
severity through the payment of 
national adjustment grants by the 
dominion to the province as war- 

 

L. D. Byrne in 
British Columbia 

The   "Vancouver   Sun” of   June 
12, 1940, prints the   following: — 

"L. D. Byrne, Social Credit 
Commissioner of Alberta, told the 
(Vancouver) Rotary Club Tues-
day that the definite objective of 
international money power, as 
represented by total i tar ian na-
tions, is complete domination of 
the world. 

"He declared that standing be-
tween world tyranny and human-
i ty are the Bri t ish Empire and 
the established democracies. 
"Therefore, if the international 
money power hoped to achieve 
i ts end, i t  had to use i t s power 
for removal of these two formid-
able obstacles,' he said. 

"Mr.   Byrne   added there   is   no 

ranted, such grants to be irreduc-
ible, but subject to re-appraisal 
every five years. Special  grants 
to be paid provinces affected by 
emergencies. 

"8. Establishment of a small 
permanent commission assisted by 
a technical staff to advise upon re-
quests for new or increased grants 
and to re-appraise the system 
every five years. 

"9. Suggestion that the provinces 
might deal with municipal debts 
as the commission recommends for 
provincial debts, facilitating much-
needed reforms in municipal fin-
ancial structure, 

"10. Consti tut ional  power for 
the dominion to implement inter-
national conventions on labour 
matters. 

"11. Concurrent legislat ive 
powers for the dominion and pro-
vinces to deal with the market-
ing of natural products. Elastic 
provision for the delegation of 
provincial powers to the dominion, 
and vice versa, when desirable. 

"12. A national unemployment 
insurance scheme and national 
employment service, both in the 
hands of the dominion. 

"13. A national review of freight 
rate structure with co-operation 
between the dominion and pro-
vinces in control over transporta-
tion. 

"14. One court of appeal for the 
three prairie provinces and one for 
the Maritimes. Merger of Prairie 
Provinces and of Mari times held 
of small gain, even i f possible. 

"15. Regular conferences on do-
minion-provincial relations plus a 
permanent secretariat at Ot tawa 
as a clearing house for inter-
governmental problems. 

"16. Broadening of income-tax 
base, increasing the burden on 
the lower and middle brackets, 
and increasing succession duties 
Progressive el iminat ion of the 
sales tax. 

"17. Amendments to the British 
North America Act where neces-
sary, to give effect to these re-
forms." 

* * *  
The Commission denies that 

adoption of their recommendations 
would lead to any further measure 
either of centralisation or 
decentralisation. A study of their 
recommendations for the shift in 
power for taxation and control of 
labour does not confirm this. 

Canadians are being invited to 
sell their local sovereignty for a 
"security" that under present con-
ditions can only be illusory. 

 
question of 'where is the money 
to come from' with the total itarian 
nations. The necessary foreign 
credits and internal monetary ar-
rangements were provided to en-
sure they prepared thoroughly 
for the war. 

"He said that the Brit ish Em-
pire, burdened with debts and 
taxation from the last war, could 
not enter upon a large scale re-
armament programme, and those 
in control of the world's mone-
tary system saw to it that, what-
ever happened, those systems re-
mained unchanged, while Russia, 
Germany and Italy created tre-
mendous war machines. 

"Mr. Byrne expressed confi-
dence in the ability of the All ies 
to win, but suggested it would be 
rank folly for them to hurl them-
selves against the totalitarian ag-
gressors with the chains of a re-
stricting monetary system sabo-
taging their effort." 
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Today we are reading of the 
rivalry between Mr. Roosevelt and 
Mr. Willkie. The "Age" special cor-
respondent writes: "Every time Mr. 
Willkie speaks, he says something— 
but it is generally something which 
Mr. Roosevelt has said before, and 
said it better." 

Speeches made by bankers, 
economists and politicians are given 
widespread press publicity. The 
great secret behind the creation of 
money by private bankers and its 
relation with our National Debt is 
never explained in the daily press. 
If we Australians wish to under-
stand and rectify our problems we 
must seek the right avenue of in-
formation and begin our considera-
t ion of  the debt problem at its  
source. 

When the Treasury is authorised 
by our Government to raise a loan 
to finance some National undertak-
ing, particulars are widely adver-
tised, and the people are invited to 
buy interest-bearing Government 
bonds. These bonds provide docu-
mentary evidence of the Govern-
ment's obligation to pay a specified 
sum of money on a specified future 
date, and to pay half-yearly in the 
interim, interest on the amount to 
the holders of the bonds. Similarly, 
private companies which pay divi-
dends, issue share scrip or certi-
ficates to their shareholders. Gov-
ernment bonds yield sure dividends. 
They are the most valuable securi-
ties obtainable because the Govern-
ment , having the forces of the 
Crown, all the resources of the 
nation and that most important factor 
the sanction of the people behind its 
laws, guarantees that the money 
claims of the bondholders shall be 
honoured at some time in the 
future by the product ion of goods 
by the people. 

The question is: "Who holds these 
bonds?" Only a few fortunate in-
dividuals in the community possess 
idle cash with which they could buy 
bonds. A further few, assisted with 
bank overdrafts (bank credit) are 
encouraged to apply for their quota, 
but Government accounts show that 
a large percentage of the bonds is 
acquired by private banks and in-
surance companies.  By making 
book entries, the private banks 
create financial credit against the 
NATIONAL wealth. Some of this 
credit lent to industry reaches the 
insurance companies through sav-
ings, and it is subscribed for Gov-
ernment bonds. Private financial 
institutions thus acquire most of the 
debt against the people who pay 
taxes, directly and indirectly. The 
many unwittingly give wealth and 
power to the few who draw interest 
on the public credit, which belongs 
to the people. Consideration of the 
results following a loan raised solely 
for war purposes in the past will 
show the taxpayers' plight.  After 
the proceeds of the loan were spent, 
private debts were, of course, paid. 
The services of the soldiers were 
given and the munitions were ex-
pended.  But a DEBT remained 
against all the taxpayers and almost 
wholly in favour of the financier-
subscribers, who obtained most of 
the bonds. The interest must be 

paid out of taxes, levied against 
more or less slender incomes, as the 
years roll on. Now, the money 
required to finance our maximum 
war effort could be supplied to the 
Government, not as a debt to pri-
vate financial institutions as at pre-
sent, but by the Commonwealth 
Bank, free of debt to any institution, 
for the use of the Government . 
From the money so issued an esti-
mated sum could be set aside to 
maintain a constant price level— 
i.e., the increased costs of traders, 
such as higher freights and insur-
ance rates arising from war con-
ditions, could be met from this. 
Government fund. As there would 
not then be any excuse for retailers 
to increase their prices, inflation 
could be definitely avoided. Any 
further sum needed for the payment 
of war expenditure accounts could 
then be made available to the Gov-
ernment without a heavy interest 
hill attached to it. 

Having prevented the private 
financiers from purloining the title 
deeds (i.e., interest-bearing Govern-
ment bonds) to our National wealth 
at the expense of the people (all 
who pay direct and indirect taxes), 
legalised robbery in the form of 
savage taxation to provide for an 
inflated interest bill would be elim-
inated. But that is not the matter 
o f  p r ima r y i mp or t a nc e .  I t  is  
t he  o wner sh ip  o f  t h e  p ubl ic  
credit, which would no longer be in 
the hands of the private institutions. 
Should the Government decide to 
discontinue the issue of bonds as 
previously, ownership would be 
transferred to a bureaucracy of 
planners. This is the fate we have 
to fear. Unquestionably, the owner-
ship of the public credit belongs to 
the people, and before they can get 
the results they want, their control 
of the public credit is one of para-
mount importance. 

Social crediters have found from 
years of experience that the strate-
gical advice given by Major C. H. 
Douglas has always been unsur-
passable, and, when followed, it has 
brought us unity and success. In 
addition to our demands for the 
elimination of taxation on in-
d ividuals ,  we are advised t o 
insistently demand that the war be 
financed by the issue of interest-
bearing Government bonds to the 
people in return for the lower taxes 
which they would temporarily have 
to pay. "These tax bonds, after 
all," wrote Mr. John Mitchell, "are, 
in essence, a debt of institutions to 
individuals, instead of individuals 
to the institutions." 

Let the electors only once find 
in their own hands tangible evi-
dence of their share in the public 
credit, and the matter of public 
sanction will be settled at once and 
for all. The policy is one for re-
sults, based on a simple demand. 
Out of action comes unity. United 
action means strength.  Divided, 
we are weak and helpless. 

I feel that a surprisingly large 
numbers of good people amongst 
your  readers are ready t o make 
the effort to acquire the will power 
needed to set out on this new course. 
What  are we wait ing for ? Con- 

The following is from the "News 
Review" of July 18: — 

"When Lord Beaverbrook ap-
pealed to the housewives of Bri-
tain to give their aluminium pots 
and pans to the nation, the aero-
plane manufacturers got a good 
supply of  raw materials,  the 
housewives got a chance to de-
monstrate their patriotism, the 
Aircraft Product ion Minister got 
the kudos for  a  good idea,  and 
the cartoonists got a wonderful 
subject to work on. Everybody 
seemed happy, 

"On the first day of the appeal 
the Ministry of Aircraf t Produc-
tion received a hundred tons of 
a luminium.  From London came 
15 tons,  Manchester sent 10,  
Liverpool 12, Newcastle 7, and 
Scotland 15. An official of the 
Women's Voluntary Services said 
enthusiastically: "The reply has 
been incredible." 

"Lord Beaverbrook's own "Daily 
Express" boosted the campaign 
wholeheartedly; every issue car-
r ied splash stories tell ing how 
British housewives were gladly 
sacrificing their kitchenware. 

"But very soon the dread word 
Muddle began to appear. House-
wives, having sacrificed the alu-
minium articles, which — because 
o f  t h e  a r ma me nt  r a c e  — h a d 
cost them such pretty pennies, 
began to wonder why the shops 
were still well stocked with new 
aluminium goods. 

"Official answer was that these 
new goods would cost five or six 
times their aluminium value. The 
Treasury did not deem it neces-
sary to secure all the aluminium 
in the country at any cost . 

"In answer to some of the cri-
t icisms,  Lord Beaverbrook him-
self  wrote a letter to the "Times" 
He pointed out that his depar t-
ment did not want scrap alumin-
ium, as it  consisted for the most 
par t  of  infer ior  qual ity meta l 
which could not be used to make 
aircraft. If, however, scrap mer-
chants cared to sort out rolled 
aluminium and send it along, 'we 
shall be g lad t o use It . ' .  .  . 

"While the branch offices of the 
Women's Voluntary Services or-
ganisation, which was responsible 
for the collect ion of the alumin-
ium,  were stacked so high with 

 

In our issue of September 27, 
Mr. Eric D. Butler dealt at length 
with the general political situation 
under the title, "Elections Over— 
What Now?" We believe this ar-
ticle to be one of the best sum-
maries of political strategy to ap-
pear in this country; an opinion, 
which has been supported by many 
letters of congratulation from all 
over Australia. This compliment 
and suggestion was received from 
the Campaign Director of the N.S.W. 
Division of The Electoral Campaign: 
"My colleagues join with me in 
extending to you our heartiest con-
gratulations and commendation on 
your article, 'Elections Over—What 
Now?' We consider this to be a 
masterly presentation of vital fac- 

 

tinuation of the present debt and 
taxation policy will sail us directly 
into economic stagnation and disas-
ter. No future Government  will  
take effective steps to avoid it until 
political democracy is functioning 
in each electorate. This can be 
achieved only by the action of in-
telligent electors who recognise the 
shortest road, which leads us to 
where we want to go. The fault is 
in ourselves if we fail to conquer 
our fate. —Yours, etc., 

A. J. O'CALLAGHAN. 
Coburg, Vic. 

the housewives' gifts that the 
executives could scarcely move, 
many scrap metal merchants were 
bewildered by the appeal. 

"A merchant  in the Old Kent 
Road sent Lord Beaverbrook this 
telegram (to which he got no re-
ply): 'cannot understand your 
appeal for aluminium scrap. All 
scrap merchants have large stocks, 
for  which there is  no demand.  
We have 100 tons.  Advise you 
to refer to June scrap aluminium 
stocks, Aluminium Control, 
Shrewsbury.' 

"While f ishermen and golfers 
were handing over their paltry 
stocks of aluminium in the shape 
of f ly-boxes, rod cases,  landing-
net frames, golf club heads, and 
shooting-sticks, far vaster supplies 
of aluminium remained untouched. 
A large quantity of the metal, 
which could be changed for 
steel, remained as overhead 
electricity distribution mains' 
conductors. Even the vast funnels 
of the Cunard White Star liner, 
Mauretania, made of aluminium, 
were untouched. 

"Much was made of a present to 
Lord Beaverbrook from Brit ish 
Overseas Airways Corporation; the 
unwieldy old air-liner , Heracles, 
had been blown across an aero-
drome and damaged beyond re-
pair, so aluminium parts were 
handed over to the Ministry. They 
consisted of control wheels, chairs, 
thrott le cont rol parts and a few 
other odds and ends. 

"Questions were also being asked 
as to why it was necessary in any 
case for Lord Beaverbrook to ask 
for aluminium. The soil of Bri-
tain is rich in bauxite, from which 
aluminium is obtained, yet has not 
been exploited. 

"Commentators, pointing out  
that Germany has no difficulty in 
getting aluminium, found it in-
teresting to recall that right up to 
the eve of the present war l'Hu-
manite, ' the French Communist  
daily, was conducting a fierce 
campaign to prevent the export of 
French bauxite ore to Germany 
and It aly through the operat ion 
of the Alliance Aluminium Com-
pany. 

"Vice-president of this company 
is the Hon. George Cunliffe, alu-
minium controller at the Ministry 
of Supply." 

 

tors, and probably the finest article 
that has yet appeared in any paper 
in this country. It seems a great 
pity that this should not be re-
printed as a special circular or 
leaflet and given the widest pos-
sible circulation . . . throughout 
Australia and New Zealand with all 
speed." 

We have had the article reprinted 
in brochure form. Not only do we 
ask readers to give it the widest 
possible distribution; we urge them 
to study the implications and ideas 
outlined therein for their own bene-
fit.  

Supplies are obtainable at 6d per 
dozen, post-free. Send your order 
NOW to The "New Times," Box 
1226, G.P.O., Melbourne. 

 

Supporters of the Policy 
Advocated by  

DR. JOHN DALE  

during the Federal Elections 
are invited to meet at the 
Supper Room, Camberwell 
Town Hall, 8 p.m. Wednesday,  

October 30.  
—Advt. 

OUR FATE AND OUR NATIONAL  
DEBT 

ABOUT ALUMINIUM  

BONDS FOR THE PEOPLE INSTEAD OF THE  

BANKS  

(A Letter to the Editor from A. J. O'Callaghan) 

 
Sir, —Defending his taxation policy, Mr. Roosevelt,  Presi-

dent  of U.S.A.,  said: "Our national debt i s,  after al l ,  an 
internal debt, owned not only by the nation, but to  the nation. 
If our children have to pay interest on it, they wi ll pay that 
interest to themselves."  

Certain cute Americans asked in reply: "If the debt is 
owing to ourselves, why not cancel the whole thing and save 
the bother of transferring these huge sums from ourselves to 
ourselves?" Others, well informed, said: "The truth is that 
all who pay taxes, directly and indirectly, give wealth and 
power to the few who hold our Government bonds. Our chil-
dren will have to pay, not to themselves, but to the children of 
the chosen few." 

'ELECTIONS   OVER—WHAT NOW?'  

Distribute This   Brochure  
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We have the announcement by 
the Minister for Commerce that 
£950,000 of a £1,000,000 loan ap-
proved by the Federal Government 
is to be distributed among the 
various States for urgent drought 
relief, and that this State's portion 
is to be £250,000 (an amount of ap-
proximately £30 per fanner in this 
State). 

According to the Minister's state-
ment this loan is repayable to the 
Federal Government by the State 
Government in four equal annual 
instalments, plus portion of the in-
terest (the other port ion to be 
borne by the Federal Government). 

A pertinent question, which im-
mediately comes to our mind, is 
whether the State Government is 
going to make a gift of this £250,000 
to the farmer. It appears not, as 
the State Premier (Mr. J. C. Will-
cock) has protested to the Federal 
Government against the "inequit-
able and unfair" conditions attached 
to the advance, and stating that his 
Government could not and did not 
undertake to accept full responsi-
bility for repayment. 

Another query is what is the 
rate of interest to be paid by the 
State and Commonwealth Govern-
ments 

We presume the immediate pur-
poses of this loan are to purchase 
feed for starving stock and so save 
this war-winning asset. This should 
be a national undertaking and the 
question of interest or repayment 
of principal should not arise, and it 

 

It is with deep regret that we 
announce the death of Miss L. 
Hubner, after a long and severe 
illness. Her work among us in South 
Australia for the cause, which was 
so dear to her, will long be 
remembered, for she was one of 
our doughtiest and most fearless 
fighters. She would penetrate with 
her propaganda where others feared 
to go, carrying the war right into the 
enemy's camp—and usually came 
back triumphant. She cared li ttle 
for conventions, nor was ever afraid 
to speak out boldly for what she 
knew to be right. Such character 
is rare, and we can little afford to 
lose her. Our sympathy -is with 
her mother at this time. Miss 
Hubner came of one of the oldest 
pioneer families in South Australia. 

Members, please keep in mind 
Saturday evening, November 2 the 
date of our next monthly meeting. 
There will be a short business ses-
sion at 7.45, followed by the more 
informal meeting, and, of course, 
supper. 

In view of the fact that a resolu-
tion, similar to the one passed by 
the South Australian House of As-
sembly, on the motion of Mr. Mac-
Gillivray, advocating the use of the 
national credit "in the interest of 
defence, the primary industries and 
the general welfare of the people 
of Australia" has now been passed 
by the Queensland Government, 
making, with Tasmania, and West-
ern Australia, four States out of 
seven, a letter has been drafted 
and duplicated on good paper for 
the use of members and others to 
send to their Federal members of 
Parliament, and copies may be had 
on appl ication to headquarters. 
These may either serve as a model 
for members to write their own 
individual letter (which is by far 
the best), or may be had in any 
quantity for distribution—2 for 1d, 
which is less than actual cost), or 
in larger quantities at a cheaper 
rate. 

The fund for the letter-box leaf-
let campaign (vide last week's South 
Australian notes—has now been 
started, and we await with pleasant 

would not arise if the Federal Gov-
ernment permitted the Common-
wealth Bank to function as i ts 
founder intended it should. This 
money, if the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment so liked, could be issued 
both interest and debt free, according 
to the Chairman of the Banking 
Commission (Mr. Just ice 
Napier) whose interpretation of 
Section 504 of that Commission's re-
port is as follows: — 

"This statement means that the 
Commonwealth Bank can make 
money available to governments or 
to others on such terms as i t  
chooses, even by way of a loan with-
out interest, or even without re-
quiring either interest or repayment 
of principal," 

Why appoint commissions at con-
siderable cost to the people of Aus-
tralia if such commission's recom-
mendations are to be disregarded? 

As a sop we are given to under-
stand that no limit has been fixed 
by the Commonwealth Government 
to the assistance, which will be 
made available for drought pur-
poses. 

Again, i f it is not the intention 
of governments to make this a gift 
to the farmer, it is a case of leaving 
a further trail of unpayable debts. 
It is useless placing a further bur-
den on an industry which, accord-
ing to another Federal Royal Com-
mission, owes over £150,000,000, ex-
clusive of the millions of pounds in-
vested by wheat farmers themselves 
in their own farms. 

anticipation the rolling-in of the 
small (or large) contribut ions to 
get this going, as well as the offers 
of help in distributing the leaflets. 
If each person would take a hand-
ful to distribute in his or her own 
neighbourhood, there would be little 
difficulty in spreading them abroad. 
These leaflets are for the purpose 
of creating the enquiring mind—a 
necessary preliminary to a more in-
tensive campaign for "Victory 
Without Debt." 

 

Riverina Convention 
Committee and association meet-

ings at Binya, Ardlethan, Tallimba, 
West Wyalong, Grenfell, and other 
Riverina centres last week decided 
to recommend to the central execu-
tive that the next convention be 
postponed from the proposed date 
of November 24. 

December 15 or 22 were recom-
mended as a l ternat i ve dates, 
a nd  s uppor t e r s  a nd b r a nche s  
i n  R i ve r i n a  a n d  s u r r ou n d -
ing districts are requested to 
communicate immediately with the 
secretary or president of the River-
ina Monetary Reform Council (Mr. 
Jack Washington, Leeton; and Mr. J. 
A. McKenzie Yenda), expressing 
their opinion. 

Representatives are being invited 
from the adjacent country elector-
ates of Darling, Calare, Gwydir, 
Macquarie, Hume, Indi, Bendigo and 
Wimmera, all of which are expected 
to co-operate in establishing a per-
manent organisation directed at the 
parliamentary representatives con-
cerned. 

MEMBERSHIP DRIVE  
The membership fee decided upon 

by the August convention was 2/-
per annum, of which 1/- is retained 
by established local associations. 
Books of 10 receipts are being pre-
pared by the central executive and 
issued to local committees and ap-
proved members with a view to 
obtaining a financial membership 
of 2.000 before the next convention, 
and 5,000 within six months, as a 
basis. 

Notice the order in which he 
places these essentials. First, four, 
which are spiritual, and, then, one 
that is natural. He thus inverts 
St. Paul 's doctr ine, and at the 
same time ignores the elements of 
scientific truth and common sense. 
He is l ike a person who should 
say: "Let us assemble the gas and 
then build the balloon round it." 
Further, not only does he place 
"Want" last, but names two de-
vices for removing it, which are 
i rrelevant to i ts cause. Final ly, 
of these two devices, he places the 
less relevant first . Cultural bar-
r iers between nations, i f you 
please, must come down before 
commercial  barriers. It is diffi-
cult to know what cultural "bar-
riers" are, except imaginary lines 
of demarcation. In that case you 
can't possibly make these "bar-
riers" disappear, unless—and note 
this—you reduce al l  cultures to 
one culture. This, I am quite sure, 
is not the President 's conscious 
aim, but I am equal ly sure that 
it is inherent in his general philo-
sophy. In other words, a world- 

"ARMS LAG IN AMERICA 

BRITAIN ANXIOUS  

(The Herald Special Service) 
NEW YORK, Monday. —British 

officials in the United States are 
deeply concerned at the slow de-
velopment of America's armament 
production, says the Washington 
correspondent of the New York 
Post. 

They are now convinced that 
sufficient aid for Britain will not be 
forthcoming quickly enough unless 
the whole American programme is 
speeded up through drastic Govern-
mental powers such as would be 
available if the President declared 
a state of national emergency. 

The British Ambassador (Lord 
Lothian) carried this information to 
London. 

The U.S. Administration probably 
will be strongly urged, after the 
election, to seek added powers, 
which are regarded as necessary to 
enable the United States to com- 

 

Social Credit Movement 
of South Australia  

The monthly meeting of the 
Movement will be held at the A.N.A. 
Buildings, Flinders-street, Adelaide, 
on Thursday, October 31, at 8 p.m. 

After the business of the meeting, 
an address will be given by Mr. I. 
T. Ives. 

The social credit instruction class 
meets every Thursday (except the 
last Thursday in the month), at No. 
17, Waymouth-street, at 8 p.m. 

The class is open to all comers, 
and a collection is taken up for the 
hire of the hall. 

wide coalescence of sterilised cul-
tures is the logical end of the high-
financial policy of which he, and 
all other pol itical rulers, are the 
instruments. Let us hope that he 
wi l l  become aware of this as the 
chastening events of this 
wicked war continue to unfold 
themselves. 

With regard to the incidence of 
commercial barriers on a people's 
access to the means of life, surely 
the President must realise the 
significance of the fact that the 
longest bread-lines have appeared 
in his own United States, where, 
throughout its vast area, there is 
not half-an-inch of "commercial 
barrier." Evidently freedom of 
t rade and freedom f rom want  
have no perceptible relationship. 
Much nearer the mark would the 
President have been i f he had 
spoken of currency-barriers, or 
exchange-barriers—though still not 
on the mark. For even these are 
makeshift devices to correct the 
consequences of an incorrect sys-
tem of national cost accounting.... 

pensate    for    Nazi    superiority    in 
armament production. 

It is pointed out that supplies of 
'planes for Britain are still much be-
low requirements, while the produc-
tion of tanks is lagging. 

Thus, the British are apprehen-
sive lest America should make the 
same mistakes as England did in the 
first nine months of the war. 

The correspondent adds that the 
construction of a two-ocean navy 
cannot be expected to proceed ac-
cording to schedule, because of the 
serious shortage in armour-plate 
production. The Navy Department 
says that the plate product ion 
capacity required will not be avail-
able before 1942." 

(Our emphasis.) 
Apparently, private enterprise in 

America is being seriously hampered 
by private finance. It is a clever 
strategy: Discredit private enterprise 
by financial domination and then 
there is a good excuse for more 
Government control—i.e., socialism 
by private finance. 

 

HEAR 

Dr. JOHN DALE  

Melbourne Forum, 
Unitarian Church, 
Cathedral Place,  
East Melbourne  

Next Sunday, 27th,  

3.30 p.m. 
Subject— 

"CONSTRUCTION-
NOW"  

COMEDY OF ERRORS "W.A.  WHEATGROWER” ON 
DROUGHT  RELIEF  President Roosevelt's "Five Essentials of  

Peace" 
By ARTHUR BRENTON. Condensed from "Reality"  (England). 

 .  .  .  President Roosevelt 's "Five Essentials of Pe ace" 
are as follow: "Freedom—( 1 )  from Fear, (2) of Information, 
(3) of  Religion,  (4) of Expression, (5)  from Want."  

In his context these essentials imply ( 1 )  disarmament, 
(2) uncensored news, (4) personal freedom to express opinions 
so long as the person (s) "does not advocate the overthrow of 
his Government', (5) "removal of cultural and commercial 
barriers between nations." Of (3) Religion, he only remarks 
that its f reedom is "maintained fairly well  under the 
Democracies, but not in countries under other systems." 

The   following   is   portion   of   the   editori al   in   the  "West 
Australian Wheat-grower" of October 17:  

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN NOTES  

From United Democrats, 17 Waymouth Street, Adelaide . AMERICAN INDUSTRY TO BE 
BOLSHEVISED? 

After the reams of material which have been appeari ng 
in the daily press about the tremendous war effort being made 
in America, the following news item from the Melbou rne 
"Herald" of October 22, must have given many people  rather a 
shock:  
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Prof. Murdoch on the 
Spot  

If Professor Murdoch has not 
recently lost  the sense of humour 
so often evident in his writings, 
he would find no l ittle 
amusement in a perusal of the 
would-be vi triolic criticism of 
himself, which appeared in your -
last issue. Its mandatory tone 
should surely remind him of the 
"tawse" and strict  discipline of 
school days in ''Caledonia, stern 
and wild." Although his self-
appointed mentor has "had oc-
casion before to comment . . ." 
the reckless Professor continues to 
offend, and so Mr. McKellar now 
feels "impelled to bring him be-
fore the bar of plain common 
sense." Having disregarded previ-
ous warnings from high authority, 
the erring Professor has now only 
himself to blame for what is com-
ing his way. When, some years 
ago, a big British warship was in 
Hobson's Bay, a midget ferry 
steamer, the Rosny to wit, had the 
temerity to ram her. The warship 
was not injured, and apparently 
ignorant  of the attack, but the 
ferryboat considerably damaged 
itself. 

The subsequent explanation— 
derangement of the steering gear —
would, perhaps, cover much 
more than ferryboat vagaries. 

Our critic's attack on the Pro-
fessor lacks litt le in the way of 
insult and vindictiveness. Profes-
sor Murdoch, we are informed, 
"slithers," is given to "evasion," 
"dissimulation," "casuistry"; is a 
renegade to the cause he once up-
held, and so forth. 

Altogether, the ebull ition is a 
story example of the kind of 
spiteful criticism that reflects dis- 

credit  on crit ic rather than the 
person criticised, and which it  
would be better to ent irely ig-
nore; but—in this case—for two 
cogent consideration. The first is, 
that i f this attack were al lowed 
to pass unchallenged, it might 
reasonably be assumed that read-
ers of the "New Times" concurred 
with the views expressed. The sec-
ond is, that Mr. McKellar alludes 
to Professor Murdoch as "our one-
time social crediter," and if it be 
true that  the Professor has seen 
fi t to change his views on this 
matter, it would undoubtedly do 
harm to the cause of monetary 
reform. While abuse is freely 
showered on Professor Murdoch, 
his cr i t ic adduces no proof in 
support of the latter charge. 

In a press article written some 
months ago, the Professor em-
phatically reiterated his belief in 
the necessity for reform in the 
monetary system, and in other 
art icles, and in broadcasts over 
the air, has scathingly denounced 
crooks, money monopolists, and 
oppressors of his fellow-men, 
whoever and wherever they may 
be. If he chooses to wri te "wel l-
paid articles for the press," that 
surely, is his own business. Cer-
tainly, the "Herald" did not en-
gage his services to write in fav-
our of social credit, and if he did, 
they would not be publ ished in 
its columns. 

That  Professor Murdoch, as 
stated by his cri tic, is an unbe-
l iever in Christ iani ty, wi l l  be 
news to many, for perusal of his 
writings conveys the conviction 
that, in all essential points, the 
opposite is the case. If Professor 
Murdoch differentiates between 
Christianity and some creeds and 
practices of "Churchianity," he is 
not singular by any means. The 

Pharisees appear to have been 
conscientious and painstaking 
CHURCHMEN. The critic appears 
to get  nowhere when he com-
plains that Professor Murdoch's 
words seem to be "mostly greased." 
Should not the blame for this be 
looked for elsewhere? Many in-
different prospectors let gold slip 
away and retain only the dirt , 
while other seekers reverse this 
process. 

On the question as to the issues 
for which we are fighting, Mr. 
McKellar unwittingly pays tribute 
to Professor Murdoch's perspi-
cacity. 

He states: "Professor Murdoch 
says, 'I have never mentioned that 
we are fighting for Christianity— 
never once.'" Lord Halifax says, 
"We march together in this cru-
sade for Christianity." He (Mr. 
McKellar) then asks, "Which is 
r ight?" Very wel l  then, let us 
br ing this quest ion "before the 
bar of common sense." Do not the 
British fighting forces include, 
amongst others, Mahommedans, 
Buddhists, Jews and Rationalists. 
Would any careful controversialist 
be so fool ish as to assert  that  
these non-Christians are really 
fighting for Christianity? 

Let "plain common sense" and 
truth supply the answer. 

Is it not the fact that the allied 
Bri tish forces are fighting for 
freedom—freedom to practise the 
religion and the way of life they 
believe in, as against brute force, 
tyranny, and moral and intellec-
tual regimentation. Space con-
siderations preclude the dealing in 
detail with this critic's rambling 
effusion, but before bringing this 
to a close, i t  is desired to draw 
the attent ion of readers to a 
venomous suggestion that does 
litt le credit  to i ts author. 

He states: "Whether, indeed, he 
(Professor Murdoch) is really a 
'decent bloke" in accepting pay-
ment for his effort in the war, in-
stead of making a sacri fi ce . . . 
I shall  not decide." "It is, how-
ever, an easy matter, seemingly, to 
si t  in a comfortable study . .  . 
while others go through the burn-
ing fiery furnace." The plain, 
unmistakable implication embodied 
in this paragraph is that Professor 
Murdoch (who is well past the 
military service age) is a shirker. 
Such a scurrilous suggestion is 
surely unworthy of a scrupulous 
controversialist, or, indeed, of any-
one who desires to be esteemed 
by his fellow men as a "decent 
bloke."—Yours, etc, 

"FAIR PLAY."  
Sandringham. 
 

1940, that "money cannot be 
borrowed without the permission of 
the Loan Council, which is THE 
governing body of Australia to-
day"? and, if so, why has "Aus-
tralia" just been through the farce 
of an election? "Why Elect Par-
liament? Again, when elected 
(ostensibly), why does "Parlia-
ment" have to "borrow" its own 
money? and why, in the name of 
sanity, does "Parliament," which, 
we are told, is "supreme," have to 
ask "permission" from anyone to 
"borrow" its own money? Has not 
"Parliament," and/or "THE govern-
ing body of Australia" ever heard of 
the now historical figures, 92 (of the 
"Constitution") 504, 516, etc. 
(Monetary Commission's Report)? 
which "the dogs bark" (perhaps 
there are not enough "dogs"?), so 
"The caravan passes on." 

Most of us, when we record our 
vote, fondly imagine we are elect-
ing representatives of "THE govern-
ing body of Australia," which we 
foolishly think, is (or will be), the 
Government, and NOT the Loan 
Council. To a simple person, this 
seems very puzzling. Perhaps Mr. 
R. G. Menzies will explain the situa-
t ion "over the air" for us? (It  is 
a politician's prerogative to explain!) 
and, probably, the explanation might 
also give us the answer to a ques-
tion in a recent "New Times," 
"And Why Haven't We Sufficient 
Money?" Readers are requested to 
ask Mr. Menzies why the 
Government does not start and 
demolish a few "brick walls? "—
Yours, etc., 

F. ROBINSON. 
Bentleigh, Vic. 

 

Science Marches On 
Sir, —In the latest technical journ-

als to hand I have found some fur-
ther interesting confirmation of your 
article, "Science Marches On" in 
October 11 issue: "The next prob-
lem was the isolation of U.235 in 
larger quantities. Based on sugges-
tions by Professors W. H. Gurry, of 
Harvard, and Lars Osnager, of Yale, 
a new apparatus was designed by 
Professor Krasyn-Ergen, of Stock-
holm, which greatly accelerated the 
isolation process. Production, never-
theless, is still at a very low rate, 
and i t will probably be necessary 
to use a very large number of in-
dependent units in order to effect 
a production of adequate dimensions 
for practical utilisation purposes. 
The fact that uranium is radio-
active also introduces a difficulty, as 
it may be necessary to use heavy 
lead protective shields, as in the 
case of radium."—Yours etc., 

"BILL." 
Box Hill, Vic. 

  

This is a real step in the right 
direction, and offers an opportun-
i ty to the people of Coburg to 
show whether they WANT real 
democracy or not. Their repre-
sentative has stated that he is 
prepared to do his part and re-
present their expressed wishes in 
Parl iament. It is now the re-
sponsibility of the electors to EX-
PRESS their wishes and instruct 
their member accordingly. If they 
fail to do so, then it is useless 
blaming their representative if he 
proceeds to do what HE thinks 
is good for them regardless of 
whether they like it or not. The 
question then arises: What do they 
want Mr. Mutton to do, and how 
will they express their desires? 
Firstly, the people of Coburg will 
be well advised to confine their 
demands to ONE THING AT A 
TIME, to avoid confusion. There 
is a simple way in which a re-
presentat ive such as Mr. Mutton 
can ascertain the wishes of his 
electors, particularly in Coburg, 
where a splendid local paper cir-
culates gratis. It is to publish in that 
paper a brief account of the pros, 
and cons, of the mat ter upon 
which he requires the expressed 
wi l l  of h is  e lectors , such as a  
Bil l to come before the House, or 

any matter of public interest, to-
gether with a form to be returned 
to the member with the name and 
address of the elector and indicat-
ing whether the elector desires 
him to support or oppose the 
matter outlined. By this means, 
the member would obtain the ex-
pressed wishes of the majority of 
his INFORMED electors, and 
would face the House armed with 
this greatest of all  authorit ies, 
secure in the knowledge that the 
people who elected him were 
standing behind him, no longer 
concerned by the cheap jibes and 
sneers such as Mr. Mutton was 
subjected to when he spoke in the 
House recently on the question of 
a ful l investigation into the find-
ing of oil in Victoria for the pur-
pose of a greater war effort. 

As an uninformed democracy is 
li ttle better than a rabble, the 
foregoing would provide an ex-
cellent way of not only ascertain-
ing the wi l l  of the people, but 
would build up an informed de-
mocracy. Once having become 
fully informed, the electors would 
soon learn to take the initiative in 
formulating the policy they de-
sired their representative to im-
plement. Will the electors of 
Coburg accept this opportunity? 

MENZIES IN 1933 

Sir, —Looking through some old 
copies of the "New Economics" (now 
out of print), I came across the 
following quotation in the issue 
dated September 1, 1933. Under the 
heading, "Why Elect Parliament?" 
"Victorian Attorney-General's Ad-
mission," we read: "Addressing a 
gathering of members of the Sou-
thern Fruit growers' Association at 
Box Hi ll, Victoria, recently, Mr. 
R. G. Menzies, Attorney-General, 
said: 'Five years ago Victoria en-
tered into the financial agreement 
with the Commonwealth and the 
other States, with the result that the 
financial policy of the State is con-
trolled by the Loan Council. Money 
cannot be borrowed without the 
permission of that Council, which is 
THE governing body of Australia 
today. A State Treasurer, whether 
he be C.P., L.P., or U.A.P., was told 
by that Council what the deficit was 
to be, and if the amount was ex-
ceeded, Government cheques would 
be dishonoured. Therefore, what-
ever the Government would like to 
do, the first brick wall it encoun-
tered was the fixation of the deficit 
by the Loan Council.'" 

If  that  was a t rue s ta tement  
in  1933,  i s  i t  s t i l l  t rue i n 

U.E.A.   NOTES 

Lectures. —An interesting lecture 
was given on Tuesday last by Mr. 
R. Gardner on the activities of the 
Boys' and Girls' Opportunity Club. 
The speaker indicated that, in con-
junction with youth salvage, educa-
tion of adults through the boys and. 
girls was an essential part of the 
work. The organisation has de-
veloped propaganda media in the 
form of a journal and radio sessions, 
through which social  evils are 
brought before the public; such ac-
tivities are deeply appreciated by 
the U.E.A., who look forward to 
greater co-operation between the 
respective bodies in the future. 
Next Tuesday, Mr. E. D. Butler will 
give the first of three consecutive 
lectures on fundamentals of the 
electoral campaign. 

Petrol    Rationing    Campaign. 
Direction forms to members as pub-
lished previously are available on 
this issue. Supporters are urged to 
see that an adequate number of 
these are sent to their Federal mem-
ber before Parliament meets. They 
are available from the United Elec-
tors of Australia, McEwan House, 
Little Collins-street, Melbourne — 
price, 1/6 per 100. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR  

A   DEMOCRATIC   POLITICIAN  

MR. MUTTON, M.L.A.   FOR COBURG  

On present indications, Coburg electors look like h aving 
real democratic representation in the State Parliam ent in the 
person of Mr. C. Mutton. He has made it  quite clear  that 
he is fully aware of the fact that he was elected b y the people 
of Coburg to represent them in Parliament, in defia nce of 
party juntas and selection committees, and that he is respon-
sible to the electors of Coburg and to NOBODY ELSE.  

Already he is arranging the first quarterly public meeting 
of his constituents, at which he will give an account of his 
stewardship and also relate some of his experiences in the 
House. He has also expressed his intention of asking for 
instructions from his employers (the electors of Coburg) as to 
what they want him to do.  
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our visit to the polling booth last 
Saturday was a joke — the worst 
kind of joke, the compulsory kind. 

"We are so used to thinking of 
democracy as government of the 
people by the people for the peo-
ple that we are apt to forget the 
impor tant  fac t ,  that  wit hout  
leadership there can be no gov-
ernment by the people. A people 
without a leader; sheep without a 
shepherd. We tell one another that 
we do not  want ,  and wil l  not  
have, a Fuehrer or a Duce—each 
of which ill-smelling words means, 
translated into English, "Leader." 
We do not  in the least  object to 
the Germans for having a leader; 
we all need one. We do not ob-
ject to Herr Hit ler for being a 
leader; the reason we would ob-
ject to having a Hit ler of our own 
is precisely because he is not a 
leader at all, but a driver. Signer 
Mussolini is not  really a Duce; if  
he had been,  I ta ly would not  be 
at war. He is not a leader , but a 
boss.  Democracy wil l  not  be 
driven, wil l not be bossed; but it  
will be led, and in fact, it  cries 
out for leadership. 

"As with an army, so with a 
nat ion; i t s  dest iny is  shaped by 
the quality of its leaders just as 
much as by the quality o f  i ts  
common people, like you and me. 
The purpose of these disjointed 
remarks is. . to condemn and im-
pugn and utterly deny the popular 
notion that the job of a democratic 
leader is simply to carry out the 
will of his sovereign lord, the 
p e o p l e .  .  .  I t  i s  no t  t r ue  t h a t  
he is there to do what the nation 
wants  done; if  he is  content  to  
do that, he may be an admirable 
executive of f icer, but he is no 
leader. Often, a democracy does 
not  know what  i t  wants ; o f ten 
what it wants is not what it ought 
to want; to give it what it wanted 
might be like giving a dyspeptic 
child the jam tarts it clamours for. 
The real leader has a conscience 
of his own, which he will not sup-
press at the bidding of the crowd. 
His  task is  to  persuade the na-
tion to want what his conscience 
te lls  him it  ought  t o want .  He 
speaks and acts for the better self 
of the nation,  of its intelligence, 
its sanity, its sense of justice, its 
courage and energy and deter-
mination. 

"There was an instant  and 
bone-deep change in the whole 
f r a me  o f  Br i t a in wh e n M r .  
Churchill succeeded Mr. Chamber-
lain.  The Brit ish democracy felt 

that here at last was the leader 
it needed; and hope was re-awak-
ened." 

* * *  

Well,  there you are! We cer-
tainly know where Professor Mur-
doch stands. 

It  seems that  Mr. Menzies must 
be what  we want  a f ter  a l l !  Or  
rather, what we SHOULD want ! 

Serious ly, though, it simply 
doesn't make sense to us. "De-
mocratic leadership," as we have 
pointed out before, is a 
contradiction in terms.  We can see 
no fundamental difference between 
political leadership and political 
dictatorship — only a difference in 
degree.  Hit ler  forces the people 
to follow HIS policy. Walter 
Murdoch's "democratic leader" 
would "persuade" the people— 
presumably by "national hook-
ups," "Kooyong blitzkriegs" and 
the daily press — to follow HIS 
policy. Australians—despite their 
alleged sheepishness and dyspeptic 
childishness—are beginning to see 
that point. 

 

You will be told, of course, that 
it can't be done—that the Govern-
ment cannot control banking. That 
it isn't sound finance—that you 
would lose your savings that it  
would lead to inflation. IT CAN 
BE DONE 

Well, aren't you sick of "sound" 
finance that says you can't eat be-
cause there is too much food; and 
your savings, such as they are,  
they are represented by things — 
houses, farms, factories, and tools. 
Will they disappear? Will the sun 
stop shining, the rain stop falling, 
the wool stop growing, the cows stop 
calving? Will you lose your skill 
and knowledge? And as for in-
flation—well half the world is be-
ing inflated now by high explo-
sives. Inflat ion needn't occur if  
money is  issued against  r ea l  
wealth Believe me,  our own 
ec o no mis t s  ar e  q ui t e  a b le  t o  
avoid inflat ion — if they are told 
to—and to use the monetary sys-
tem as it should be used, to serve 
the people—if they are told. They 
never  have been to ld ,  but  now 
your representative should be one 
of  those that tells them. 

In the ''Benefactor," a publica-
tion printed in Detroit, U.S.A., 
there appeared recently an article 
entitled, "Sound Finance," from 
which the following is taken: — 

"During the six years — 1929 to 
1935 -- through interest indebted-
ness that  the people were unable 
to meet, financiers in the United 
States foreclosed on— 

More   than 200,000 factories. 
More than 3,000,000  stores. 
More   than   3,000,00   farms. 
More than 5,000,000 homes. 
"They took away more t han 

three hundred billion of dollars 
(300,000,000,000 dollars) worth of 
the American people's real wealth 
by this swindling game, for which 
they gave absolutely nothing, and 
for which they took no part in the 
actual production thereof. 

"And in addition, the people of 
the United States have been made 
to sign up for another three hun-
dred billion of dollars of interest-
bearing indebtedness. 

"The people who produce the 
wealth must cont rol credit  policy 
if a few financiers are to be pre-
vented from seizing all the pro-
duced wealth of the people." 

Look at our enemies—look at 
Germany; at Italy. Why we were 
told they were bankrupt, broke— 
sti ll we are told they are broke. 
But they make full use of their 
resources—so must we. 

We have been hamstrung. Now 
we must insist  that the Govern-
ment takes control of the money 
system—issues all new money in 
the name of the people (the pr i-
vate banks can act as agents and 
be paid for  their work). 

We must insist that all our re-
sources are fully used—that what 
is physically possible is also finan-
cially possible. 

Mind you, our present Govern-
ment  can do that under the old 
system, but then, after the war, 
there will be another enormous 
debt — to whom.? — and huge in-
terest bills — to whom? 

No! the only debt after the war 
should be to the widows and or-
phans and the maimed—and they 
can be easily secured of all their 
physical needs and education from 
current   production   after   the   war. 
No one else should prof it by the 

The Family Benefit 
In the letter box at my home, I 

found a neat lit t le card on which 
was printed in large black type, 
"The Family Benefit." This 
interested me at once. "Husband, 
wife and unmarried children liv-
ing at  home," ran the words in 
smaller type, "constitute a family." 
"Sez you," I thought. " Immedi-
at e ly you jo in and pay 3/ - you 
are ent it led to benefit ' should it 
be required." Well, I always was 
keen on benefits and cherished the 
idea t hat  I  r equired them, so I 
r ea d  o n.  " Yo u p a y 1/ -  jo ining 
fee and four weekly payments of 
sixpence in advance,  which en-
tit les the entire family as set out 
below to benefit."  I realised from 
this that the advantages to be 
enjoyed were not merely for my-
sel f ,  but  f or  the whole of  my 
family.  Good.  We a l l needed 
benefits. "Persons aged between 
60 and 65 at date of joining, pay 
6d weekly each person and per-
sons between 65 and 70 at date of 
joining pay 1/ - weekly." Neither 
my wife nor myself were 60 years 
old, but i t  seemed rather hard on 
t he  o ld  f o lk .  Wh y s ho uld  t h e y 
be penalised in their t ime of need 
for greater benefits? Then fol-
lowed nebulosity. "Special plan 
for persons over 70." Without 
further information this was hard 
to reason out,  but,  anyhow, it 
seemed to me that  some of  our 
socialist friends were working for 
their Utopia. I reached the centre 
of my interest—Benefits. "Complete 
service to a metropolitan ceme-
tery, hearse,  casket (polished), 
coach, ground, minister of any 
denomination, advert, notice." 

Ye Gods!  The shock was a l-
most too much. I nearly died— 
without the benefits. 

As I recovered, there arose in 
my mind a vista of the new social 
order .  At  funera ls  in t he future 
the grave remarks of fr iends could 
be heard. "Alas, poor Yorick, I 
k ne w h im we l l .  H e l ive d  a nd 
died on good terms with every-
body." Even the undertaker would 
say,  "Too t rue." 

—Terence   O'Toole. 
 
war—should be richer—should have 
a greater hold over his fellow-
men. Why should he? And our 
economists can prevent  that, too 
—if we tell them! 

For goodness sake, let us try 
Democracy; let us save democracy. 

To do that—to win the war, and 
the peace we must.  . insist that 
the Government shall be the real 
Government , with full power to 
carry out  the wil l  of  the people 
to the physical l imit . 
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