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Now, when our land 
to ruin's brink a 
verging,  

In God's name, let 
us speak while 
there is time!  

Now, when the 
padlocks for our 
lips are forging.  

Silence is crime.  
—Whittier   (1807-1892).  

CRISIS or SMOKE-SCREEN? 

As official circles in London and 
America expressed surprise at the 
sudden pother in Australia, and 
our War Minister, Mr. Spender, 
stated that the position was nei-
ther  bet ter  nor  worse than it  
had been for weeks past , some 
came to the conclusion that, like 
many racecourse punters, Mr. 
Fadden must be in receipt of 
"exclusive" information from 
some more or less reliable but un-
disclosed source. At present, public 
opinion about the incident seems 
to be evenly divided between 
"crisis" and "leg-pull," but sub-
sequent events point to a much 
more feasible explanation. 

It  wi l l  be remembered that , 
some little time since, the Federal 
Cabinet promulgated the now no-
torious Regulat ion 42a, which 
took from the people of Australia 
their time-honoured right to criti-
cise the financial measures adopted 
by the Government they them-
selves had put into power. This 
at tack on democrat ic r ights  
aroused so much opposit ion that 
the Government, having still an-
other "hot one" to put over, seem-
ingly decided to hasten slowly, 
and await certain (very certain) 
events. 

In modern warfare, smoke-
screens have often proved useful 
( th is  i s ,  of course,  a d igres-
sion), and have sometimes been 
found helpful elsewhere. 

Curiously enough, the "Far-
East" affair soon grew alarming, 
and by a strange coincidence, on 
the day that the arrival of 
Australian troops in Singapore was 
announced, and filled the minds 
of the people t o the exclus i on 
of almost all else, news of a fur-
ther set of regulations was pub-
lished. 

According to Press reports, re-
gulat ions ostensibly framed for 
the purpose of conducting an en-
quiry into hire purchase and cash 
order systems have been widely 
extended: and extended in a 
manner that is totally opposed to 
British traditions of legal proce-
dure. 

A Press resume of these states: 
"The regulations, however, deal 
with no specific kind of inquiry. 
They declare that a Minister may 
appoint a board of inquiry or any 
person to inquire into and re-
port to that Minister on any mat-
ter in relation to the public safety 
or defence of the Commonwealth, 

which is specified in the instru-
ment of appointment . It  is  also 
laid down that  every member  of 
a board and every commissioner 
shall in exercise of his functions 
have the same protection and im-
munity as a just ice of the High 
Court. Rules of evidence will not 
apply to inquiries conducted un-
der these regulations. Authority 
has been given to cal l witnesses 
and to obtain access to any books 
and records. Witnesses may be 
represented by counsel, and any 
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A meeting of fruit growers was 
held in Goulburn (N.S.W.) on 
Friday, February 28, and the Mayor 
of Goulburn,  Alderman T.  P.  
Manion, presided. Amongst those 
present were Mr. Tully, M.L.A., and 
growers' representative of Crook-
well, Parkebourne, Rosemont, Yow-
rang, Brayton, Merrilla and Goul-
burn districts. 

Resentment , in no uncertain 
terms, was expressed by these men 
at the practically totalitarian activi-
ties of the A, and P. Board in N.S.W. 
Mr. Tully told of a case he was 
personally acquainted with, where 
a good type of apple realised 38/-
a case, but the grower received 
only 2/-, and went on to indicate 
that the Board's statement on the 
varieties of apples which could be 
"marketed" was almost unbeliev-
able when one realised that in the 
metropolitan area it was often im-
possible to get good fresh fruit-
such as was on display at the meet-
ing—on the tables of the hotels. 

Fourteen different varieties of 
apples were displayed which were 
condemned by the Board as "un- 

I  i n t e n d  t o ,  a n a l ys e  t h e  
general position in detail at the 
Centenary Hall, Melbourne, next 
Sunday afternoon. Nothing is 
more important at this juncture 
than to counteract the Jewish-
American propaganda which is 
flooding this and other British 
countries. In spite of this pro-
paganda and the suppression tac-
tics of the daily press, some facts 
cont inue to appear  i n pr int .  I 
have been dealing with these,  
week by week, in these notes.  
Easi ly the most stagger ing was 
the following report in the Mel-
bourne "Sun" of March 6. It  
referred to the Lend or Lease Bill: 
"A responsible spokesman said it 
was no use pretending that the 
s i tuat i on was not  ser i ous.  
American exports to Britain had 
risen only from 50,000,000 to 
100,000,000 dollars a month in 
spite of all the f lurry. Germany 
was taking a larger volume  

 

marketable." One grower said 
there was no such thing as "over-
production," while one person was 
without fruit. The Board members 
would have received an education 
if they had met these remarkably 
fine stamps of Australian pioneering 
manhood and heard their stories, told 
with simplicity and frankness. A 
deputation was arranged to wait 
upon the Minister concerned (Mr. 
Anthony, M.H.R.) to seek redress, 
and it  was tacitly agreed that if 
such was not forthcoming, the 
meeting would move along the lines 
I suggested for a campaign for the 
abolition of the Acquisition Board. 
Let the Board members and any 
citizens who doubt these things ob-
tain copies of the Goulburn "Even-
ing Post," dated February 24, 25, 
26, 27, 28, and March 3, and see 
the unanimous support given to the 
fruit growers by the "Post" and the 
Goulburn Municipal Council. 
Again, at Albury on March 9, I 
was motored out to a big orchard 
and shown over it by the owner, 
who invited me to make the most 
careful investigation. I was shown  
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from  France alone, the official 
added. The Deputy Director of 
Production (Mr. Batt) pointed out 
that Germany was obtaining from 
conquered countries more 
aircraft than the United States 
was sending to Britain, with the 
result  that Germany was still 
gaining strength. Mr. Batt  is 
openly wondering whether 
American aid is too little and too 
late. . . The Unit ed States News 
declares that labor and many 
employers still regard the 
defence effort as an opportunity 
to get rich quick, while the 
slowness of the American 
shipbuilding programme is a 
major mystery."  
Contrast   the   above   with    the 
screaming headlines we have been 
reading   for   the   past   18   months! 
              * * * 

I    have    always    regarded     the 
French   as being fundamentally   a 
very   realistic people, and believe 
that, unless   some   of   our   "lead-
ers” make   any   stupid   diplomatic 
blunders, they   will   yet   play   a 
vital part before the end of this 
conflict.     Eve   Curie, daughter   of 
Madame      Curie, whose      justly 
famous   biography   of   her   mother 
I reviewed in these columns some 
time ago, is visiting America, and 
upon   arriving   offered some   typi-
cal    French    logic.      Asked    what 
she thought of the assistance given 
to   Britain   by   the   United   States 
she    smiled   for    a    moment    and 
then repl ied: "Is the United States 
giving   help?   I   don't    feel   the 
selling goods on a cash-and-carry 
basis is helping. It is selling. But I 
do hear that  aid to Br itain is 
about to start.  From now on you 
will   have   to   give   without being 
sure   of   getting   paid." 

* * *  
Federal Union propaganda was 

given a big "boost" in Melbourne 
last week. Both the "Herald" and 
the "Argus" ran a series of articles 
urging a Federation of Democracies. 
One of the basic arguments put for-
ward by many of those advocating 
Federal Union is, that America is 
a small-scale example of Union 
between States. But, has centralised 
control, both political and financial, 
benefi ted the American people? 
The shocking social conditions in 
that country supply the answer. 
Graft and corruption are equal to 
anything ever known in the history 
of man—not excluding the 
totalitarian regimes. 

What I would l ike to know is 
why people like Mr. Paul McGuire, 
writer of the series of art icles on 
the necessity of Anglo-American 
unity in the "Herald" last week, 
are not prosecuted under the 
National Security Regulations. 
After all, is there any basic differ-
ence between the ideals of the 
Federal Unionists and the Com-
munists? To me, they appear to 
be superficially opposing sects of 
the one religion. 

(Continued on page 6.) 

Federal Government "Puts a Hot 
One Over" Australia  

In days gone by early navigators and writers were w ont 
to refer to Australia as a land of mystery. Thanks to explora-
tion and settlement, most of the so-called mystery or mys-
teries have been solved, excepting, of course, the perennial 
mystery of the fai lure of some "dead certs" in the Cup or 
the Hurdle.  

Quite recently a number of people have been exercising 
their minds with conjectures about another imaginary Aus-
tralian mystery. It has been called "the Far-East enigma," 
and they have spent a good deal of time and thought in trying 
to discover the reason why the Acting Prime Minister suddenly 
called a War Advisory Council meeting, and together with 
Messrs. Curtin and Beasley, warned Australia that a state of 
the utmost gravity had suddenly developed. 

HERE, THERE, AND EVERYWHERE
SUNDRY NOTES ON THE NEWS 

By ERIC D. BUTLER. 

The propaganda in favour of Federal Union grows to 
alarming proportions. No wonder that a spokesman of  the 
Jewish oligarchy recently said in America that ther e was every 
possibility of the Jewish financial domination of t he whole world 
becoming an actuality within a comparatively, short  time.  

Opposition to the Apple and Pear 
Board is Widespread 

By ARTHUR CHRESBY.  

As a visitor to Melbourne,  I  learn with astonishmen t of 
a statement made by Board representatives to the me eting 
of Mornington Peninsula fruit growers recently.  

Apart from the fact of the action taken by the fruit growers 
of Orange (N.S.W.) in contesting at law the validity of the 
A. and P, Board, I should like to make known to "New Times" 
readers a little information which will clearly indicate that 
the Board statement, that the only people who are displeased 
with the Board's administration are those near Melbourne, is 
undiluted fabrication. 
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NO SHRIEK IN THIS 

JUST AN EARNEST APPEAL TO THINKING 
MEN AND WOMEN  

By "ELECTOR." 

"Yesterday, Mr. Menzies lunched with Mr. Bruce and 
other notabi lities, including Mr. Montagu Norman, G overnor 
of the Bank of England." (Vide Press.)  

"Pussy cat, pussy cat, where have 
you been?" "I've been to London 
to see the Queen." So runs the dear 
old nursery rhyme, which countless 
British mothers have sung to count-
less British children. Today it is 
doubtful if even a pussycat would 
be al lowed to see the King or 
Queen without first seeing Mr. 
Montagu Norman. Prime Ministers, 
Ambassadors, Emissaries, Plenipo-
tentiaries, near-Presidents; in fact, 
with "big-wigs" of all kinds and 
colours it is now a case of "Pussy 
cat, pussy cat, how come your 
jaunt?" "I've been to London to see 
Uncle Mont." The reasons given 
for the journeyings of these "big-
wigs" are usually summed up in the 
stereotyped press as "invaluable 
personal contact with the authorities 
at the seat of Empire"; "first-hand 
knowledge of conditions in the 
Motherland," etc.; but invariably 
the first "contact" is with the G.C.P. 
(Grand Chief Pawnbroker). 

It would be flattering Mr. Norman 
to suppose that it is he, personally, 
to whom all the "big-wigs" have to 
bow. Indeed, the old gentleman's 
publicity men have long ceased to 
impress us with their "mystery 
man," and "picturesque figure" 
stuff. What we have to keep con-
stantly in mind is that he is the 
personal embodiment, the visible 
expression, of the credit monopoly— 
the Hidden Hand that keeps its 
stranglehold on humanity from 
China to Peru. 

It may be a far cry from the 
gloomy precincts of the Bank of 
England to the sunny orchards of 
Australia; but there is no limitation 
to the stretch of the Hidden Hand, 
and that is why our apples and 
pears and peaches are being wilfully 
destroyed today before the tear- 

 

priests.    Then came the full blast 
of   the   depression, and I, like so 
many others, had to take   a blow, 
which knocked me flat.    But I am 
glad it did, because it awoke within 
me a resolve to find out just what 
was behind the Great Slump.   Had 
the   world's   harvests   failed?     No. 
Was there a shortage of oil, coal, 
manpower    or    machinery?      No. 
Had people ceased to need houses, 
clothes, foodstuffs, or any of the 
necessities   or    amenities    of   life? 
Again, no.    What, then, had gone 
wrong?     Why   and   how   had   the 
whole   world   become   poorer?     It 
was while investigating along those 
lines that a friend persuaded me to 
look into the question of money and 
credit, with   particular   regard   to 
their creation and manipulation.   A 
short   perusal   of   some   literature 
which my friend advised me to read 
brought     revelations     which     as-
tounded me, and further study of the   
subject   left   me   amazed   and 
shocked beyond expression.   It was 
as though I had l ived down in a 
coalmine and had been suddenly 
brought   up   to   the   light   of   day. 
Documented, proved   and   vouched 
for—the   exposure    of   the   money 
racket was set out in cold print, and 
the cause of the so-called "depres-
sion,” with its attendant disasters, 
sorrows and frustrations, stood re-
vealed. 

Yes, I can hear it coming; some-
one is saying: "All very well, but 
this is no time to be worrying about 
things of that kind; there's a war 
on, and we have to get on with the 
job of winning it"; and my answer 
to that remark is: "Too true, my 
friend, there IS a war on; that is 
why the adoption of a sane 
monetary system has become more 
than ever a vital necessity." It must 
be apparent to any thinking person 
that a continuance of our pre-
sent  method of f inancing the 
war must end,  before long, in 
utter chaos. Debt Finance, con-
t rol led by the t rad ing banks,  
whose activities, in turn, are 
controlled by the Threadneedle 
Street-Wall  Street ol igarchy, i s 
the real brake, which is slowing 
up the wheels of our war effort; 
and so long as we al low this 
system to continue,  so long can 
we expect the present grave state 
of things to last. Communism, 
industrial lawlessness and all the 
evi ls which follow in their train 
are simply the effects of the one 
real cause of national disruption 
—the manipulation of money—and 
these evi ls must continue to 
flourish unt i l  the Government  
exerts its sovereign right of con-
trol over the issue and cancella-
tion of al l moneys whether they 
be not es,  coin or  credi t .  As i t  
is, the amount contributed to the 
Government funds in the shape 
of genuine loans by individual 
investors is only a mere fraction 
(probably 20 per cent.) of the 
nat ional borrowings; the main 
part of the funds is created by 
the trading banks and "lent " to 
the Government at interest. There 
does not exist one single reason 
why this money (credit)  cannot  
be created direct by the Govern-
ment free of interest. The machin-
ery for this procedure already 
exists within the charter of the 
Commonwealth Bank. Why then, 
i s  i t  not  set  in mot ion? The 
answer is, obviously, that the 
Government itself is controlled by 
the hidden government of the 
Money Monopoly, of which, as I 
have said, Montagu Norman is 
the visible symbol. 

It  would seem unbel ievable  
that such a state of things could 
exist whi le democracy is fight-
ing for i ts very existence. But  
there it is; and until the money-
changers are scourged from the 
t emple of  our  nat ionhood,  al l  
talk of "freedom," "equality of 
sacri fice," "all-in effort" and so 
forth is simply so much hypo-
crisy. How shal l  we greet those 
of our fight ing sons who sur-
vive the present hel l-on-earth 
struggle against the forces of 
aggression? Wil l  we be able to 
say: "Thanks, boys,  you've done 
a wonderful job; welcome home 
to a grateful country where every 

chance to make good awaits you?" 
Or will it have to be: "Well, lads, 
we're glad to see you home again. 
You've paid for the war by your 
efforts; now you can start to pay 
for i t  out of your wages i f you 
are lucky enough to find a job?" 
The Saviours of Democracy or 
the Vict ims of Victory? Which 
is i t  to be? The answer, reader, 
l ies  wi th you.  Act  now.  The 
"New Times" shows you how. 

 

"CRISIS” OR 
"SMOKE-SCREEN"?  

(Continued from page 1.) 

statements or disclosures made 
by a wi tness are not admissible 
as evidence against him in any 
civi l or criminal proceedings. 
Evidence may be taken in public 
or in private at a board's discre-
t i on.  Publ icat ion of repor ts  by 
a board or commissioner appointed 
under the regulat ions or of the 
reports of proceedings is privi-
leged." 

The "Argus" (19/2/41) rightly 
states that this "virtually amounts 
to an open cheque to any Com-
monwealth Minister to appoint a 
board or commissioner to conduct 
an enquiry," but this comment,  
as wi l l  be shown,  scarcely goes 
far enough. 

There can be l i t t le doubt but 
that Regulation 42a and this later 
issue are intended to be com-
plementary, and might well be 
termed "First Ogpu Overture." 
Regulation 42a abrogates demo-
cratic rights, and the others abro-
gate long established legal safe-
guards. 

"Taxation without representa-
tion" was an injustice upheld by 
tyrants in days gone by, and 
"taxat ion wi thout  cr i t i cism" 
means exactly the same thing. 

This "open cheque" issue of 
regulations will undoubtedly tend 
to undermine the confidence Bri-
t ish people have impl ici t ly held 
in the Justine and impartiality of 
their courts of law. 

Legal safeguards, which the ex-
perience of centuries has proved 
necessary to ensure justice and fair-
deal ing, are to be set aside, and 
methods more akin to the 
detestable systems of the Ogpu 
and Gestapo are to be followed. 

It wi ll be now possible for a 
Minister to appoint a board of 
the r ight colour to ensure that 
the verdict will be just what he 
desires it should be. 

ANY Minister, who is so dis-
posed, can decide that criticism of 
his official acts is inimical "to the 
publ ic safety," and "get  a bi t  of 
his own back" by involving his 
critic in the expense and trouble 
of 'inquiry" proceedings. 

It would be interesting also to 
have an explanation of the reasons 
why a witness committing perjury 
at these "Inquiry" proceedings is 
to be exempted from prosecution 
for that offence. Coupled with 
secret sessions, this immunity 
should be stimulating to liars. 

During the last war a "sacked" 
employee—pro-German and veno-
mously anti-British—informed the 
authorities that his employer (a 
loyalist) was engaged in subver-
sive activities. Investigations were 
started but soon dropped. Had 
any "Protection for Perjurers" 
regulat ions then been in force, 
they might have caused more 
trouble than did the emery pow-
der and thick oil the pro-German 
poured over the machinery in his 
former employer's establishment. 

It seems most remarkable that 
the issue of regulations, which 
embody methods contrary to re-
cognised legal procedure, should 
be brought into force without 
bringing protests from the legal 
profession. 

—"STIRREM." 

filled eyes of distracted Australian 
men and women, and half-starved 
Australian children. This same in-
fluence is also responsible for the 
poverty-stricken finances of our 
hospitals and all charitable institu-
tions; our shocking slum areas; our 
"Frenzied Fridays," with their 
rattling collection boxes, illegal 
spinning jennies, loud speakers and 
every device for tempting the 
workers to part with their hard-
earned wages; pathetic appeals for 
blankets for the poor, and cast-off 
clothing for heroes of the last war; 
and many other disgraceful and 
humiliating social conditions. 

Reader, if you are a thinker and 
have studied present-day affairs in 
the l ight of the New Economics 
(and that is the only light which 
reflects realities), you will know 
that what I have said in that last 
paragraph is only too tragically 
true. If you are an adherent of the 
doctrine of "Borrow, and to hell  
with tomorrow"—in other words, 
"Sound Finance"; or if you are one 
of those who just haven't given the 
matter of our national economy any 
thought, you may be disposed to 
brand my indictment of the Hidden 
Hand as the exaggerated outburst of 
"one of these monetary reform 
cranks." But, whichever you are, 
I ask you, with all the earnestness 
and sincerity at my command, to 
enquire with an open mind and an 
honest heart into the ideas and 
principles on which the New 
Economists take their unflinching 
stand. 

Let me confess that, up till some 
ten years ago, I was a believer (a 
blind one) in the orthodox system 
of debt finance, tacitly agreeing 
with its "principles" and accepting 
the mumbo-jumbo of i ts high 

A BOOK YOU   MUST READ 
"The Money Power   Versus 

Democracy" 

By Eric D. Butler.    Price, 10d, posted. 

This book is being acclaimed by readers from all ov er 
Australia as the finest exposition of political and  economic 
democracy to yet appear in this country. A former 
executive of the Queensland movement, now residing in 
Melbourne, told a meeting of Melbourne supporters i n the 
Centenary Hall on Sunday, December 15, 1940, that t his 
was the best book he had read during his ten years of 
activity. He urged supporters to buy copies and pas s them 
around.  

This book will save you a lot of talk. In forty-eig ht 
pages, the author has crystallised the philosophy, history 
and application of democratic principles. A handboo k, 
which every supporter should have.  

ALSO BY THE SAME AUTHOR:  

"The War Behind the War." Price, 4d, posted 
Every person who desires to gain a thorough knowledge 

of the real background to the present conflict should read 
this booklet. The most critical and impartial analysis of 
the ''Jewish Question" to appear in this country. 

"Elections Over—What Now?"    Price, 6d 
per dozen, post-free.  

A summary of political strategy. The campaign 
director of the N.S.W. Division of the Electoral Campaign 
has written as follows about this brochure: "We consider 
this to be a masterly presentation of vital factors, and 
probably the finest article that has yet appeared in any 
paper in this country." 

The above are obtainable from the "New 
Times,” Box 1226, G.P.O., Melbourne  
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But it was no go. There was 
something the Army didn't like 
about  me. Whether it  was be-
cause I  re fused to own up to  
any of the two hundred diseases 
they read out of a patent medi-
cine book, or because it  leaked 
out in the course of the "third 
degree" that my parents died of 
ennui, I don't know. The Army 
just said, "You must look me up 
some time when you're not busy," 
and that was that. 

But "What," asked Aunt El la, 
"are we going to do about this 
'Eat more meat" campaign?" 

"What d'you feel about it your-
self, Aunt?" 

She gave me a gargoyle look. 
"I certainly feel we should do 
something. I've ordered cut lets 
and a porterhouse steak to be 
served, in addition to bacon and 
kidneys for breakfast, but really, 
you know, i t 's the other meals 
that  are a worry.  You see, we 
could have fish and poultry, and 
maybe a n e nt r e e  be for e  t he  
joint, but I don't think they mean 
that ,  do you? I mean,  poul t ry 
and fish aren't really meat, would 
you think?" 

"But,  I say, Aunt, " I guggled, 
as the import of what  she was 
sayin' blotted out the happy hori-
zon.  "You don 't  mean to say i t  
is being suggested that we aren't 
doin' our bit for the meat trade." 

"My dear boy, just use your 
commonsense for once. There is 
insufficient shipping space; there-
fore, there is a surplus of meat, 
which has to be disposed of—at 
market rates. The same appl ies 
to frui t  and wheat and lots of 
other things." 

This was ghastly. The old op-
tics protruded so far that I ob-
tained a good view of the ster-
num of a fly tr ickl ing along my 
bally parting. 

"But this is terr ible,  Aunt.  I 
can't eat any more of anything. 
Why should the old molars and 
bicuspids be speeded up in the 
war effort? Surely we can win 
without chewin' our bally way to 
victory." 

" I suppose you know more 
about the question than the eco-
nomists do," she snapped. 

"I know more about my inside 
than they do. Besides, i f we're 
goin' to eat  more meat,  more 
cereals and more fruit, what're we 
goin' to eat less of?" 

"I f  you eat  less  of  anythi ng 
e l s e ,  you  r u i n  t he  wh ol e  
scheme." 

The world seemed very grim 
then.  As a matter of fact,  this 
aspect of war concerns me very 
closely. We Footles, are inclined 
decidedly to embonpoint .  I 
wished Pongo Pyke could be 
t her e ,  Pongo i s n 't  a  ba d  ol d  
egg, and he's got nearly all the 
proper answers. I felt  there must 
be a proper answer somewhere. 
Of course,  a fel low could give 
more meat to the dog, but not 
more frui t .  What 's real ly indi-
cated is a kennel full of dogs, a 
few billy-goats—not nannies, be-
cause that would doubtless bung 
up the milk outlook—a few kan-
garoos and, maybe, an ostrich or 
so in case the count ry needed 
to get r id of some hard bright 

objects—you never know. My en-
thusiasm for the cause obscured 
the snag.  It  was Pongo who,  
later, uncovered it by pointing out 
that a moan had already gone up 
from the Aunt Ella cum Footle 
ménage over the price of puppy 
biscuits. It was Pongo, moreover, 
who pointed out that we should 
have to buy less War Savings 
cert i ficates, even i f we didn't  
have to sell out our jol ly holding 
so as to stock up with pets. It  
was a fr ightful  bal ly impasse. 
Like one of those tricks you have 
to do with matches; you know the 
sort of thing. You have to take 
away four without diminishing the 
bally number. 

But dear old Pongo, who re-
vealed the yawning chasm, indi-
cated the bridge. You see, the 
trouble is, the poor are lettin' the 
nation down once again. It has to 
be admitted that if there is ever 
any trouble over money matters 
you'l l  find the poor mixed up in 
i t  somewhere.  Bes ides,  the 
trouble can't  ar ise with people 
l i ke  Aunt  El la ; there 's such a 
few of them compared with the 
hordes of poor .  So,  as  Pongo 
says: "If there's a stack of grub 
to be got rid of,  the obvious way 
is to rope in al l  the poor; the 
more, the merrier." Good old 
Pongo. I reported back to Aunt 
El la.  She snorted. 

"You've missed the whole point. 
The food has to be paid for. Not 
merely got rid of. It isn't a ques-
tion of rich or poor, starvation or 
repletion; it's a question of money 
for  va lue.  Can't  you grasp a 
simple thing like that?" 

The blood of the Footles was 
up by now,  I  can te l l  you.  I 
brought the same concentrat ion 
to the problem in hand as I am 
wont to bring to my anagrams 
and crossword puzzles. I saw 
the solut ion in a bl inding flash, 
as i t  were; and Pongo approved 
it. 

I suppose I shouldn't  tel l  you 
this,  but quite frequently a li ttle 
note arr ives from the bank,  and 
the heir of all the Footles toddles 
off for a few words with the man-
agement .  An ar rangement  a l -
ways ensues by which, I on my 
part assume that the "ready" is 
s t i l l  on tap whi le  the manager  
on his part assumes that I have 
assumed correct ly.  To square 
himself with his conscience he 
calls this arrangement an "over-
draft . "  I t  s t i l l  seems a t r i f le  
rummy to me, doncherknow, but 
it works out, so I've never really 
bothered about the legal i ty,  i f 
any, of the business. When the 
old allowance comes along from 
Aunt El la's account ,  al l  is joy 
and the correspondence ceases. 

Of course, the snag with the 
very poor is that they are en-
tirely improvident and lacking in 
the matter of Aunt El las.  The 
only thing they have to back up 
an overdraft is their labour, and 
what I'm goin' to get Pongo to 
work out for me is some scheme 
to bring all the unemployed and 
under-employed into the war ef-
fort  by workin' off the excess of 
beef and damper  on them and 
hold them liable to contribute the 

price of i t in work, to the chap-
pies who are mounding up the 
tucker dumps. 

Aunt El la's flat ly against i t .  
She bel ieves in the sacred r ight  
of the individual to receive divi-
dends i f he wants to. She does 
not believe in traffic in kind, and 
resolutely refuses to take out her 
profi t in spuds and what not. Of 

HOSPITAL'S PLEA 
FOR HELP 

Conditions "Deplor-
able"  

"There are no proper facilities 
at Balmain Hospital for isolating 
patients with tuberculosis, ac-
cording to a letter from the hos-
pital's directors, read by Mr. R. 
Mahony in the Legislative Coun-
cil yesterday. 

"Mr. Mahony asked the Govern-
me n t  t o he l p t he  hos pi t a l  a t  
once. 

"Mr. Mahony said that he in-
spected the hospital  and saw 15 
beds, about 12 or 18 inches apart, 
on a balcony about eight feet  
wide. Two of the beds were oc-
cupied by tuberculosis patients. 

" 'I  was informed that  the 
patients suffering from tubercu-
losis were in such a state that  
they had to be admi t ted, ' sa id  
Mr. Mahony. 

"Mr. Mahony said that the Bal-
main Hospital served a big indus-
trial area, and was seriously 
overcrowded. For three years,  
the directors had been pressing 
unsuccessfully for improvements. 

"At   present, 150   people   were 

 

course, I know you can't  have 
barter really, i f only because 
everyone'd need a lorry for his 
currency, but I suppose someone'll 
think up something. 

What I mean is,  dash i t ,  the 
bal ly stuffs there and the people 
who want i t  are there. What 're 
we wait in' for? . . .  i f you get 
me. 

waiting to be admitted. The con-
ditions under which outpatients 
had to wait at the hospital were 
deplorable.  There was l i t t le or 
no shel ter .  The inadequacy of 
the operat ing theatre was an-
other cause for complaint. 

"Sir Norman Kater,  who said 
that he spoke as a medical man; 
the leader of the Opposition, Mr. 
Concannon; and Mr, J. F. Coates, 
supported Mr. Mahony's appeal. 

"In reply, the Attorney-General, 
Sir Henry Manning, said that he 
woul d  a s k t he M i n i s t e r  for  
Health, Mr. FitzSimons, to deal 
with the representat ions as an 
urgent matter," 

—(Sydney "Morning Herald," 
March 6.) 

 

 

ALSO 

A Special Address  

by  

MR. ERIC D. BUTLER  

ON 

"Will the World-
Government Plot 

Succeed?"  
No supporter who can possibly 

attend should miss this address—a 
frank approach to the "Jewish 
Problem" and a considered opinion 
upon the possibili ty of Federal 
Union becoming a partial reality in 
the near future. Mr. Butler in-
tends to deal with the act ion to 
be taken in the near future, and, 
in view of the increasing serious-
ness of the task in front of those of 
us who believe that we have the 
knowledge which can alone save 
civilisation from collapse, a big at-
tendance is expected to hear what 
he has to say. 

WHO SAYS "ANOTHER HELPING"?  

By FOOTLE. 

"What" asked Aunt El la, "are we going to do about t his 
'Eat more meat' campaign?" I t jarred a bit, I can t ell you. 
B r e a k f a s t  i s  n o t  m y  s t r o n g  p o i n t  a t  a n y  t i m e .  
And this morning the grapefruit seemed as big as a jolly old 
watermelon.  

I ought to tell you, perhaps, that when Pongo Pyke and I 
bunged off on the top of a patriotic wave, I had steeled myself 
against the displeasure of Aunt Ella, who refuses to believe 
that anyone below the rank of a captain is a soldier; to put up 
with the way the dye comes out of the beastly boots the Army 
sets its heart upon, and to endeavour to accommodate myself 
to the organised discomfort, which accordin' to Pongo Pyke, 
is the main concern of military arrangements. 

Don't Forget Next Sunday Afternoon! 

An Important Meeting, Starting at 3.15 p.m. 

CENTENARY HALL   (3rd   Floor)  

TO   HEAR 

MR. ARTHUR CHRESBY  

(Director of N.S.W. Electoral Campaign.) 

Every Melbourne reader should make it his or her business to hear 
Mr. Chresby, who is well known for his splendid work in N.S.W.  and is 
in close contact with campaigners in Britain. 

A Special Occasion  

It is not often that two speakers of the calibre of Mr. Chresby and Mr. 
Butler appear on the same platform. In a recent personal letter Mr. L. D. 
Byrne, Technical Adviser to the Alberta Government wrote that: 

"Of course, the excellent work of both Mr. Eric Butler and Mr. 
Arthur Chresby was well known to me." 
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ORTHODOXY CONFOUNDS 
ORTHODOXY  

The path of the bankers' apologists is becoming increas-
ingly difficult. Time was, when daily newspapers and their 
"City" editors, financial journals and other such pillars of 
"respectability" could be relied upon to reiterate all the right 
lies or, at least, to keep off "dangerous ground." 

Nowadays, thanks to such factors as the activities of 
monetary reformers, the increasingly glaring paradoxes that 
"sound finance" itself occasions, and the scale on which 
modern warfare must be waged to give a chance of victory, 
the bankers' apologists are often "betrayed" by their allies. 

Two weeks ago we referred, in this column, to the hap-
less efforts of the monthly publication, "Sound Finance," to 
deal with the statements contained in a leaflet entitled "In-
formation." Space did not then permit an examination of 
all the dubious devices to which the "Sound Finance" writer 
resorted, but one of these neglected gems will serve to 
illustrate our present point. 

"Sound Finance" said: ''Information' tells the public 
among whom it is being circulated, that the Commonwealth 
Bank could provide all war finance at not more than 10/-
per cent. We know, and every man who gives the matter 
five minutes' consideration will know, it could not." (Of 
course, "Sound Finance," did not  proceed to give the matter 
ANY consideration, but hurriedly and immediately sheered 
off  it, saying, "But that is not the point. The statement is 
in direct conflict with 'financial measures taken or to be 
taken by the Commonwealth for the purpose of the more 
effective prosecution of the war.' Does the Government 
propose to ignore it? If so, why disturb the peace of mind 
of law-abiding and loyal  cit izens with the high-sounding 
and far-reaching Regulation 42a?" Which is rather amus-
ing, quite ridiculous, and a very low-grade substitute for 
reasoned argument based on facts). 

Now, let us recall what the London financial journal 
"Economist" said about war finance on January 27, 1940: 

“ . . . It was suggested last week that for genuine sav-
ings, the Government should offer about 3 per cent. There 
would be no justification whatever for the payment of so 
high a rate on created credit. Normally, when a bank 
creates credit by making an advance on good securi ty, it 
is performing the necessary and valuable function of turning 
il l iquid wealth into liquid credit, and it is entitled to the 
going rate of remuneration for that service. But in the 
circumstances here envisaged it would be the community's 
credit that would be liquefied, and the community, repre-
sented by the Exchequer, would be entitled to require that 
the rate of interest should be no more than the cost of 
handling the funds—say ½ per cent., per annum."  

More recently, Douglas Jay, "city" editor of the London 
"Daily Herald," wrote (November 18, 1940): 

"The banks are only to blame if they resist—as I fear 
some have—the wish of the authorities that the interest 
paid on this new credit should be cut as near as possible 
to zero. If this is not done the banks cannot help making 
an illegitimate excessive profit out of the interest paid to 
them for this new credit. It does not matter whether the 
credit creation arises through lending on Deposit Receipts, 
or through buying Treasury Bills, or other Government se-
curities. The point is that £415,000,000 of new Clearing 
Bank credit has been created since the outbreak of war. The 
interest received by the banks on this, less any smaller 
interest paid by them to depositors on the new deposits, is 
sheer extra profit to which they are not entitled. Much the 
simplest and fairest solution would be to reduce the rate of 
interest on all new Treasury Bills and Deposit Receipts to 
½ per  cent, or  ¼ per  cent ."  

Poor old  "Sound Finance"! 

GREAT BRITAIN AND THE 
UNITED STATES. 

Mr. Stokes asked the Prime 
Minister whether he will give an 
assurance to this House that no 
further naval or military bases will 
be let to the United States of 
America, nor will any definite or 
implied Act of Union be entered 
into, or irrevocably committed, 
between th is  count ry and the 
United States of America without 
the Government first giving oppor-
tunity to this House for full dis-
cussion? 

The Lord Privy Seal (Mr. 
Attlee): With regard to the first part 
of the hon. Member's Question, I 
know of no reason to depart from the 
long-established constitutional 
practice which governs the treaty-
making power of the Crown and the 
opportunit ies of discussion and 
action which belong to the House. 
With regard to the second, part, I am 
not aware of any proposals of the 
kind mentioned by the hon. Member. 
But it  is quite certain that if any 
such plans were to approach the 
confines of practical politics, it could 
only be after prolonged discussion in 
the legislative bodies on both sides 
of the Atlantic. 

Mr. Cocks: Does the right, hon. 
Gentleman still adhere to the prin-
ciple that treaties should not be 
ratified until they have been fully 
discussed by the House? 

Mr. Bevan: Has our diplomacy 
over recent years achieved such 
striking success that the right hon. 
Gent leman can stick to the old 
principles? 

* * *  
National Finance. 

Treasury Borrowings. 
Mr. De La Bere asked the Chan-

cellor of the Exchequer (1) whether, 
in connection with any funding 
operation on a four or five years' 
basis which may be undertaken to 
deal with Treasury deposit receipts, 
he will take steps to ensure that the 
rate of interest that is to be paid 
does not exceed 1 per cent, per 
annum in view of the fact that these 
interest charges are moneys paid 
out of the pockets of the taxpayers 
throughout the country; 
(2) whether, since approximately 
£300,000,000 has now been lent to 
the Treasury by the banks in the 
form of deposit receipts carrying 
interest at 1⅛ per cent, he will give 
the House an assurance that i t is 
not the intention of the Government 
to fund these amounts into a four-
year security, carrying interest at 
the rate of 2 per cent, or any 
similar scheme of funding? 

The Chancellor of the 
Exchequer (Sir Kinsley Wood): 
As I indicated in my reply to my 
hon. Friend the Senior Member for 
the City of London (Sir George 
Broad-bridge) on 4th July, i t  is 
one of the conditions of these 
advances by the banks that they 
may be repaid at any time for the 
purpose of investment in new 
national issues, and some advances 
have already been repaid for that 
purpose. I see no reason for any 
change in these arrangements. 
Subject to that, I clearly cannot 
anticipate the terms of any future 
issues of Government securities, 

Mr. De la Bere: Could my right 
hon. Friend state whether the Gov-
ernment will do everything in their 
power to prevent the issues being 
funded, as it  is undesirable that 
they should be funded? 

Sir K. Wood: I am sure that my 
hon. Friend will appreciate that I 
could not accept that suggestion, 
and that I cannot anticipate the 
terms of future issues. 

Mr. De la Bere: But my right hon. 
Friend is not going to suggest that 
these credits cost the banks anything 
at all? Are they not completely 
costless? 

Sir K. Wood: I am afraid that I 
cannot argue with my hon. Friend 
on that point. 

Mr. De la Bere: I am afraid that 
my Question was too good for the 
Chancellor. 

Mr. De la Bere asked the Chan-
cellor of the Exchequer whether, 
in view of the difficulties which are 
being experienced at the present 
time in permanently financing the 
borrowing necessitated by the war 
on a three or six months' basis, such 
as Treasury bills or Treasury de-
posit receipts, and, bearing in mind 
the present demands for increased 
wages to meet the rising cost of 
living, he will now make a state-
ment as to the steps the Govern-
ment propose to take to check this 
inflationary movement? 

Sir K. Wood: I am not aware that 
any difficulties are being experi-
enced at the present time in bor-
rowing by means of Treasury bills 
or Treasury deposit receipts. I 
cannot anticipate future policy in 
regard to Government borrowings, 
but my right hon. Friend may rest 
assured that, in shaping that policy 
the Government wil l have regard 
to all relevant considerations. 

Mr. Craven-Ellis : Is there any 
object ion to the mobilisation of 
national credit? 

Sir K. Wood: I know some of the 
ideas that my hon. Friend has in 
mind, but I do not think they would 
be generally acceptable. 

Mr. Craven-Ellis : Perhaps my 
right hon. Friend will discuss them 
with me. 

* * *  
German War Expenditure 

Sir W. Davison asked the Chan-
cellor of the Exchequer whether, in 
view of the fact that the war is now 
cost ing th is  count ry about  
£9,000,000 a day, he can give the 
House any information as to the 
methods by which Germany is 
financing her war expenditure? 

Sir K. Wood: Germany is finan-
cing her war expenditure by taxa-
t ion,  internal  borrowing, and 
various forms of plunder, in cash or 
goods, from the conquered coun-
tries, many of which have a strong 
inflationary effect. 

Sir W. Davison: Is it not a fact 
that Germany has been practically 
bankrupt for many years, and does 
not my r ight hon. Friend think 
that the House should have a little 
more information as to how the 
immense supplies required for her 
war effort are being financed, a 
large part of such supplies having 
to be obtained abroad? 

Sir K. Wood: It is difficult to deal 
with this matter by Question and 
answer. Perhaps at some time in 
the course of Debate we may go 
into it. 

Mr. Stokes: Perhaps there would 
be less difficulty if we had less 
difficulty with the Treasury? 

Sir W. Davison: Can we have a 
White Paper on the subject? 

Sir K. Wood: It would hardly be 
suitable. 

What a Wonderful  
World It Would Be,  

IF-  
"IF"—THE   STORY OF   THE 

GREAT PARADOX  
Written by 

STANLEY F. ALLEN, F.C.A. 
Aust.) 

Chartered Accountant, 
88 Pitt Street, Sydney. 

Author   of   that   popular   and 
easy-to-read booklet,  'Money? 
What   is   it?'   —   which   has 
caused  thousands to think. 

"IF"—exposes    the    paradox. 
"Money?"  exposes  the  cause 
—the money trick. Secure your 
copies early, each 1/1 posted.  
Apply to the author or to the 
Social Credit Movement, 195 
El izabeth Street, Sydney, 
N.S.W., Austral ia. [—Advt.]  

IN BRITAIN'S PARLIAMENT 

"Hon. Members" Concerned About 
War Finance and Anglo-U.S. Relations 

The   following   passages   are   taken   from   T he   House   of 
Commons Official Report   ("Hansard") for   Decembe r 3:  
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United   Electors' 
Report  

SAGO FUEL-
PUBLIC TEST  

OPPOSITION TO APPLE AND PEAR BOARD 
IS WIDESPREAD 

(Continued from page 1.) 
  

Weekly Lectures. — On Tuesday 
evening we had the pleasure of 
hearing a most informative lecture 
by Mr. A. Chresby, one of the lead-
ers of the Electoral Campaign in 
New South Wales. Mr. Chresby's 
analysis of the present system, and 
the future trend of events in the 
world sphere showed a most ex-
haustive knowledge of the power 
that reformers are up against, and 
has given us some new angles on 
this problem. Supporters are in-
vited to attend these weekly lec-
tures whenever they possibly can, 
and to let their friends know so 
that they can attend and listen to 
well-known speakers' views on cur-
rent, political and economic prob-
lems. Address: Housewives' Asso-
ciation Rooms, First Floor, Howey 
Court, Collins-street, Melbourne. 
Time: 8 pm. All are welcome. 

Country Supporters. —Mr. Chresby 
would welcome any opportunity to 
mee t  country members of  t he 
U.E.A. and his services as a speaker 
are available to those members who 
feel that a public meeting is needed 
to arouse enthusiasm in their dis-
trict. 

Literature. — Although copies of 
"Australia's Balance-Sheet," com-
piled by Mr. D. J. Amos, F.A.I.S., 
are not yet available, we hope to be 
able to have some copies in hand 
by the end of  next week. Copies 
of "Money," by Stanley F. Allen, 
are now on hand, price 1/-. Address 

"The Associated Motor Trans-
port  of  N.S.W. w il l conduct  a 
publ ic  t est  of  synthet ic  pe tro l  
made  f r om N ew  Guinea  s ago  
palm,  t he pres ident  (Mr .  D.  
Swadling) said yesterday. A for-
mula for manufacturing the petrol 
has been invented by Mr. G. H. 
Buckman, combustion engineer, of 
Watson's Bay.  The Common-
wealth Government,  under its 
war-time financial powers, has re-
fused him permission to float a 
development company: Mr. Buck-
man claims that  the petrol passed 
a test made last year by the Com-
monwealth Fuel Adviser (Mr. L,  
T. Rogers), at the direction of the 
Commonwealth Government. Mem-
bers of  the motor ing public will 
be urged to at t end the test ,  and 
the reports will be sent to every 
member of  the Federal Parlia-
ment, said Mr. Swadling. The as-
sociation will then ask the Com-
monwealth Government to recon-
sider its decision not to a llow a 
public  company to be formed." 

—Sydney "Sunday Telegraph," 
February 23. 

all enquiries to the hon. secretary, 
United Electors of Australia, Room 
9, Fifth Floor,  McEwan House,  
Little Collins-street, Melbourne, C 1. 

apples, both on the trees and un-
packed, which were condemned by 
the Board after they had been passed 
by the local inspector  as fit  for 
human consumption and marketing, 
Quantities of these had been packed 
under the inspector's supervision, 
placed on the train, taken off and 
unpacked and repacked, and upon 
arrival in Sydney were rejected by 
the Board! Why do they have in-
spectors? The growers in Albury 
are quite satisfied that their local 
inspector knows his job backwards. 
I was informed that at the same 
time that these apples were rejected, 
an inferior apple was being sold at 
10 for  a 1/- in a local chain store 
for  several hours,  unt il pressure 
was brought to bear upon the local 
Board representative to have them 
withdrawn. 

I shall not readily forget the look 
in the eyes of "mine host," as with 
no visible rancour, he gestured to-
wards his orchard and said: "Look! 
The work of a lifetime gone in a 
flash by the decree of a Board. I'm 
too old, too weary, too sick, to fight 
any more." 

His eyes were looking back over 
the years of toil, of suffering, of 
struggle against the elements, of 
sweat and hardship experienced, the 
rearing of his family.  I saw his 
home—plain and simple. His 
grandchildren, eager, grubby-faced 
litt le chatterboxes, combining in 

themselves the wealth of ruggedness 
and self-reliance born of genera-
tions of land pioneers. 

These men are not just grumblers; 
not agitators; but of the stock that 
is typical of those who have en-
gendered in Australians the spirit 
and morale exemplified in that 
hallowed word, "Anzac." 

They lie who say these men are 
unreasonable and petty complainers. 
All that these men desire is the 
recognition of their Anglo-Saxon 
prerogative of "the inalienable right 
of man to life, liberty and the pur-
suit of happiness," To the extent 
to which these qualities are re-
pressed, social and economic condi-
tions stand condemned as unde-
sirable; "and while co-operation is 
the note of the coming age, our pre-
mises require that it must be the co-
operation of reasoned assent, not 
regimentation in the interests of 
any system, however superficially 
attractive." 

The Federal Cabinet must  be 
pressed to make the members of the 
Board personally responsible for 
act ions and statements which are 
a direct contravention of Regulation 
42A of the National Security Act — 
i.e., they "cause disaffection amongst 
His Majesty's subjects." 

£250 WANTED  IMMEDIATELY   £250  

Have YOU Helped Yet?  

 In our issue of February 21 we launched a determined campaign through these col umns, in 
conjunction with an appeal- by circular from   Mr.   Eric   D Butler, to raise £250 immediately; 
also to increase our circulation by an extra 1000 c opies per week before Easter.  

 

158   Already Received  

We extend our thanks to the following donors, and a lthough receipts have been posted to them we publis h herewith their 
initials, etc., as an   indication of the   nation- wide character   of the response:  

(Previously acknowledged— £ 121/2/10) 

E.N.,  Binya,  N.S.W.,  5/-;  R.J.G., ----- ,   10/-;  F.A.K.,  Hamilton, Vic., 
5/-; F.W.D., Yallourn, Vic., 10/-; J .R.D.V., Lockington, Vic., £1; T.S., 
Tumut, N.S.W., £1; J.G.G., Irymple, Vic., 4/-; Wagga Monetary Reform 
Association, N.S.W., 10/-; Miss I.M., Wagga, N.S.W., 10/-; Miss M.H.G., 
Adelaide, S.A. , 5/-; F.V.D.,  Fullarton, S.A. , 3/9; G.H., Romsey Vit .,  
5/-; K.D., Ringwood, Vic., 2/6; J.M.S., Morriwa, N.S.W., £1; F.H., Mur-
gon, Qld., £1; W.M., Ivanhoe, Vic., £1; W.E.N., Koyuga, Vic., 5/-; F.W.:, 
Koyuga, Vic., 5/-; S.Bros., Koyuga, Vic., 5/-; J.W.F., Rochester, Vic., 2/-; 
H.F.K., Perth, W.A., 12/3; J.C., Rochester, Vic., 2/-; C.W., Rochester, Vic., 
2/-; M.A., Rochester, Vic.. 2/-; F.G., Rochester, Vic., 2/-; H.J.H., Ben-
digo, Vic., 10/-; T.A.M., Echuca, Vic., 10/-; W.A.I., Brighton, Vic., 10/-; 
M.D., Proserpine, Qld., 5/11; "Anonymous," 10/-; C.S., Myrtleford, Vic., 
£1; Mr, D., Essendon, Vic,, 10/-; W.S.C., Southern Cross, W.A., 5/-; 
E.A.B., Bruck Rock, W.A., 5/-; H.H.S.. Bunbury, W.A., 5/-; W.J.R.B., 
Hughesdale. Vic., £2; A.O., Seymour, Vic., £1; L.R.C., Morwoll, Vic, 

£1; H.L.M., Croydon, N.S.W., 10/-; K.Bros.. Minyip, Vic., 15/-; "Anony 
mous," Shepparton, Vic., 5/-; Mrs. J.O., East Malvern, Vic., 5/-; D. McD., 
Berrybank, Vic., £1/10/-; J. T., Camberwell, Vic., 2/6: Miss I.M.B., 
Hobart Tas., 5/-; W.R.W., Nhill. Vic., 10/-; H.F., Thornbury, Vic., 10/-; 
R.W.C., Lake Grace, W.A., 5/-; S.L. and W.J.N., Roma, Qld., 4/3; J.G., 
Barham, N.S.W , 10/-; H.S.L., Daylesford, Vic. 5/-: J.H.P.. Moe, Vic., 10/-; 
A.F.S., Shepparton. Vic., 10/-; H.G., Warracknabeal. Vic., 15/-; T.L., Bull 
finch, W.A., lO/-; W.A.M., Bondi, N.S.W., 4/-; P.F.C., Tweed River, N.S.W., 
10/-; M.D.A.F., Glenmaggie, Vic., 3/-; C.H.D., Rainbow, Vic., 10/-; J.L., 
Ballarat, Vic., £1; M.O., Hawthorn, Vic., £3; S.W.McD., Gladysdale, Vic., 
£1; J.D., East Camberwell, Vic., 10/-; K.A.Y., ------, 6/-; J.A.L., Beech- 
worth, Vic., 5/-; H.M., Subiaco, W.A., 2/-; C.R.W., Subiaco W.A., 2/-; 
K.W., East Launceston, Tas., 5/-; P.M., Penshurst, N.S.W. £1;. J.J.D., 
Richmond,  Vic.,  5/ -; F.P.L. , Glenorchy,  Vic.,  5/ -; Miss J .R.,  Rippon- 
loa, Vic., 10/-. —Total, £158. 

INCREASE   THE   CIRCULATION  

Apart from financial assistance, EVERY reader is as ked to make a determined effort to get at least one  more reader. 
Unless doing so already,  he can buy an extra copy e very week and pass it  on. We also desi re to inform readers that  
we have a large quanti ty of  back numbers, which rea ders should obtain and dist ribute as widely as poss ible. Some 
readers have al ready obtained supplies. Have YOU? I t wi l l  cost you nothing.  (Any number of  copies wi l l  be posted  

to any part of Austral ia, post free. )  

This campaign must be a success.  
DO IT NOW!  

I f  you have not  assisted yet,  do i t NOW. 
small, to  this  address.  

Send your donation, however large or  

THE   NEW   TIMES  

BOX   1226, G.P.O., MELBOURNE.  

A copy of "The Money Power Versus Democracy" will b e sent to every person forwarding a   donation.  
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The "Hera ld" repor ts  in  i t s  
issue of Tuesday, March 11, as 
follows: 

"Financial circles consider that 
possibilities of further indirect taxa-
tion are severely limited, partly be-
cause the supply of luxuries, which 
would naturally be singled out for 
special attention, is being drasti-
cally reduced, and partly because to 
increase indirect taxation on neces-
sities would merely give a fresh 
twist to the vicious spiral by raising 
the cost of living, and, thereby, 
intensifying the pressure for wage 
advances. Really substantial re-
sults can only be obtained from 
direct taxat ion, and, here, city 
opinion lays main emphasis on the 
revenue - raising possibilities of 
greatly increased taxation of the 
lower and middle range of incomes 
by an appropriate revision of the 
income tax system . . . .” 

Such utter nonsense has seldom, if 
ever, been uttered by an orthodox 
economist and even the briefest 
glance shows the reasoning behind 
this scheme to be utterly false and 
ridiculous, and that this is 
simply a thinly-disguised attempt 
to subjugate the British people to a 
State-regulated policy. Whatever 
form new taxation is going to 
take, TAXATION IS STILL 
TAXATION, and whether direct or 
indirect, it means less purchasing 
power in the people's pockets - - 
which really refers, roughly, to 
"the lower and middle range of 
incomes." 

This will mean that the average 
family will be forced to further cut 
down its spending, even on avail-
able necessities, in order to meet 
the increased taxation, although 
many of them are already living 
far below the standard set by health 
requirements. 

Decreasing the standard of living 
in this way has exactly the same 
effect as decreasing it by raising the 
cost of living, which is what this 
scheme is ostensibly "intended" to 
avoid, and will naturally result in 
some effort being made by those 
people affected to meet it by striv-
ing for a further increase in wages. 
It is precisely action of this sort 
that will "intensify the pressure for 
wage advances." In normal times 
the working man is quite content 
to chase the will-o'-the-wisp of a 
rise in wages, because "the cost of 
living has gone up," so i t is 
obvious that steps wi l l  also 
have to be taken, if this scheme 
is to be put into effect, to see 
that the working man cannot have 
recourse to action through his 
union as he has done in the past, 
otherwise the situation will remain 
as it was before. 

Past events have shown us that 
the British people, as a whole, re-
sent strongly any interference with 
their individual liberties, but when 
we find this interference accom-
panied by financial proposals which 
are intended to reduce by nearly 
one sixth, their already greatly re-
duced income, then we can feel 
certain that it will meet with violent 
reaction on the part of the people 
who wil l not be very particular 
about whose corns they tread on in 
the process. 

Whether this is a deliberate at-
tempt by subversive and anti-
British elements hiding under the 
cloak of semi-officialdom to goad 
the people into open revolt against 
the Government, as the first step  

 

towards imposing a new "Planned 
Economy" backed by the entire legal 
and military authority of the State, 
remains to be seen. Although the 
scheme appears to have been fairly 
well received in Government circles, 
nothing definite can be expected until 
such time as the Government takes 
action along these lines, if it ap-
proves of the scheme. Neverthe-
less, such "plans" are a menace to 
the British Commonwealth of Na-
tions, and must be exposed as such. 
The cause of Democracy will not 
be forwarded in any way by "plans' 
of this nature, whether they be 
Federal Union, P.E.P. or any other 
scheme for depriving the people of 
their liberties and the right to rule 
themselves, and placing all power 
in the hands of a centralised form 
of government. 

Movements of this kind can only 
be regarded as deliberate attempts 
to sabotage the British Common-
wealth of Nations, and to wreck 
the British Empire as such, before 
incorporating it in some form of 
International State dominated by a 
central world government. So long 
as we permit schemes of this nature 
to be foisted upon us we are laying 
ourselves open to disruption within. 
If we are going to retain our tra-
ditional rights and privileges as 
members of that great family of 
nations, then our first job must be 
to deal with any would-be attempts 
to "bolshevise" the people in this 
manner, under the excuse of war 
emergency. 

 

Thus  t he  Sydne y "M or n i ng 
Herald," March 4, reporting a 
speech made by the Premier of 
New South Wales to a U.A.P. 
meeting at Oatley on the previous 
night. The question is: Does, or 
does not,  Mr. Mair know who 
creates and controls the nation's 
money supply ? If  he does,  then 
he dare not deny that as leader 
of the Government of New South 
Wales he is either condoning or 
wilfully prosecuting a bankers' 
"borrow and bust" system which 
has already imposed an over-
whelming burden of debt  upon 
the entire community, pawned so 
much of our publ ic and private 
assets, and mortgaged our future 
as a nation to a bunch of Irre-
sponsible financiers. 

Because the money "had to be 
found somehow," Mr. Mair pro-
ceeded to tax it out of the people's 
pockets—just as though each in-
dividual was a creator of money. 
Supposing al l  those 100,000 
people had jobs, where would the 
extra money needed to pay them 
come from? Would the Premier 
assume that the public was the 
source of money supply, and 
suggest that they pay 
themselves? Or would he admit 
that the private banks create 
approximately 98 per cent,  of  

The following interesting report 
appeared in the Sydney "Sun" of 
February 28. It offers further evi-
dence of the appalling results of 
centralised financial domination in 
the U.S.A.: "Legislative action, 
against United States insurance 
companies is recommended by 
Securities and Exchange Commis-
sion officials, who have been in-
vestigating the insurance business 
for months past . . .. The commis-
sion's officers, who have made their 
report to the Federal Monopoly, 
Committee on Life Insurance Com-
panies, recommend legislative action 
to compel insurance companies to 
free part of their vast reserves for 
loans to small business and for the 
stimulation of new enterprises." 

The following statements are also 
made in the report: 

"Insurance companies select direc-
tors who are already directors of 
large corporations. 

"Thus they are in a position to 
make personal gains through acting 
in a dual capacity. 

"Five of the largest companies in-
terlock with about 780 corporations. 

"Each director has an average of 
six directorships. Some of them 
are directorships of banks in which 
the insurance companies have large 
deposits." 

* *  *  
The following is from the Mel-

bourne "Herald" of March 4: "U.S. 
Taking Over British Plants. Wash-
ington, Monday. —It was authori-
tatively stated today that the 
United States Government was tak-
ing over British owned arms plants 
in the United States as part of the 
aid for Britain's programme."  

You do notice who is winning the 
war, don't you? 

                  *             * * 
The latest demand for Federal 

Union comes from Mr. M. Camille 
Huysmans, former president of the 
Belgian Chambers of Deputies. He 
is reported as saying: "I know that 
here in London statesmen of other 
small European nations arc thinking 
similarly." (No mention is made 
of what the PEOPLE of these 

 

 
the money in the country? If Mr. 
Mair believes it is wrong to reduce 
the purchasing power of the 
people, why did he do so? Surely 
he didn't suppose t hat  by 
e mbr a c i ng t he  " r ob  Peter to 
pay Paul" philosophy, taking 
money from some to give i t  back 
to others, the problem would be 
solved.  There seems to be 
nothing but a hol low r ing in a 
claim to "principles" by one who 
is forced, in the face of his own 
electors, to admit that his own 
actions belied those principles. 

Apparently failing in his eluci-
dat ion of the purchasing power 
of money. Mr. Mair is wasting 
no t ime in using the power of 
vote-catching pre – election 
speeches. He promises to "an-
nounce shortly" (the elections are 
stil l a few weeks off) a plan for 
the building of 5,000 homes, 1,000 
of which would be reserved for 
newly-married couples, to "help 
to cure our falling birthrate." Also 
that if the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment proceeds with its family 
endowment scheme, "nearly al l  
the extra taxat ion burdens wi l l  
have been removed." Great Scott! 
Is this the dawn of the daydream of 
taxpayers? or is it just another night-
MAIR? 

—"SCISSORS." 

countries think.) "They regard the 
Commonwealth as the nucleus of 
even a larger federation, of democ-
racies, and the basis of a defensive 
organisation which will compel 
Germany to renounce aggression 
and become, eventually, a good 
European." 

                    *           * * 
The Socialisation of Britain pro-

ceeds. The latest move is the 
concentration of industries scheme. 
After stating in an editorial that 
this revolutionary move is urgently 
necessary—no logical reasons are 
given—the London "Times," mouth-
piece of the "City" of London, 
speciously talks about the widely 
expressed sympathy for the firms 
"condemned to be concentrated for 
dormant bankruptcy," especially 
those which have spent large sums 
over a long period in building up 
trade-marks carrying their reputa-
tions for fair dealing with cus-
tomers and which may find them-
selves obliged to work through or 
submit to extinction by jealous and, 
perhaps, less efficient rivals. 

* * *  
You all know how there is going 

to be no profiteering as a result of 
this war—at least, your (?) Govern-
ment has told you so. 

The following report from last 
Monday's Melbourne "Age" needs no 
comment: "Woolworths Ltd., 
Sydney, made a record profit of 
£282,566 for the year ended Janu-
ary 31, 1941, after deducting all 
working expenses and making ade-
quate provision for depreciation. 
Directors recommend dividend on 
ordinary shares 11½ per cent, mak-
ing 17½ per cent, (unchanged) for 
the year." 

Won't it be a glorious "new or-
der" when we have chain store 
monopolies all over the country, 
with small, independent firms liqui-
dated! Just like they have in Rus-
sia and America. 

* * *  
The internationalists are hard at 

work in the Australian Labour 
Party. Labour organisations all 
over the world are collecting around 
the Federal Union bait like flies 
around a decaying piece of meat. 
Mr. Evatt has joined the growing 
ranks. According to the Melbourne 
"Age" of last Monday, he says: 
"Australia's problem of post-war 
reconstruction could not be com-
pletely solved internally, but must 
be part of a fair international or-
ganisation.” 

Wouldn't it be terrible if all the 
other countries of the world sud-
denly disappeared! I suppose we 
would starve to death amidst our 
own abundance! 

* * *  
The "total" war effort forges on. 

Apparently a lot of people in Tas-
mania are getting a little sceptical 
concerning the Government's state-
ments. Mr. Beck (U.A.P., Tas-
mania) caused a sensation last week 
by stating that the Government 
would lose his support unless Tas-
mania obtained more Defence or-
ders. He urges more decentralisa-
t ion. It  is hopeful to know that 
some   common   sense   still   exists 
even in the U.A.P. 

* * * 
In case there should be any 

lingering doubts regarding the har-
mony between Germany and Inter-
national Finance, the following re-
port, which speaks for itself, from 
the Melbourne "Argus" of March 7 
will be of intense interest: 

"Germany's funds in the United 
States now total 300,000,000 dollars 
(£A.100,000,000), according to official 
data on international finance made 
available today. These funds are said 
to be increasing faster than they can 
be spent, but part was being 
diverted for propaganda purposes. A 
large share of the assets held here 
were purchased with approximately 
500,000,000 dollars of gold the 
Germans obtained from reserves 
seized from occupied Europe. 

. . Reliable sources affirm that 
Germany's financial position is so 
favourable that some dollar assets 
for which the Germans find no use 
are being transferred to the 
financially-hard-pressed Japanese." 

HERE, THERE AND EVERYWHERE (Continued from page 1.) FURTHER MOVE TO 
"BOLSHEVISE”  BRITAIN  

By HILTON ROSS 

The terrific effort being put forward by the representatives 
of International Finance in Britain to "Sovietise" the British 
people is daily becoming more audacious and more open. The 
latest plan, suggested by a Mr. Kalecki, of the Oxford Institute 
of Statistics, appears to be a further move to more completely 
regiment the people under the domination of the State. 

"TERRIFIC LOADS OF TAXATION"  

MR. MAIR'S NIGHTMARE, AND SOME 
PRE-ELECTION PROMISES 

"I will always be remembered by the people as the  one who 
brought in terrific loads of taxation during my ter m as Premier. 
This was against my principles, as I bel ieve it is wrong to 
reduce the purchasing power of the people, but mone y had to 
be found somehow. We had 50,000 people on the dole and 
50,000 more regi stered unemployed. There was only one course 
open, but I pledge my word that these tax burdens w ill be 
removed when it is possible to do so."  
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CHAPTER   VII.   OF   "CREDIT 
POWER   AND   DEMOCRACY."  

Another of the clichés to which 
the official Labour organisations 
have committed themselves is that 
which goes by the name of the 
Capital Levy, in its various forms. 
It is so superficially familiar to 
everyone interested in these mat-
ters that no extended descript ion 
of it  is necessary; with variat ions 
it may be described as a gradua-
ted and ostensibly non-recurr ing 
tax on the money-value of indi-
vidual property, real and personal, 
such value being estimated, not 
by its earning power, but on some 
basis such as market price or ex-
pert estimation. 

At first sight such a levy is an 
attractive expedient to a party 
concerned with the flagrant dis-
parity in worldly circumstances to 
which "Capitalism" has at the 
moment brought us. If  we can 
bel ieve  tha t  ther e is  a  f ixed  
amount of  wealth in the world, 
and we see, as we do, that some 
have the good things of life while 
many have hardly the necessaries, 
it would appear an easy path to 
greater "justice" to take some of 
the "wealth" off  the fortunate 
ones, even though you do not di-
rectly give it  to the remainder . 
Let us examine the project more 
closely, therefore. 

The law recognises two main 
classes of capital: "real"—i.e., 
land, houses, etc.; and "personal" —
i.e., stocks and shares, cash, etc., 
which latter are ultimately claims 
to some sort of "real" property. 
That is to say, ultimately all pro-
perty of any kind or descript ion 
is a claim on realty. Now, imagine 
all money values above, say, 
£5000, held by individuals to be 
subjected to a capital levy. What 
actually happens? The levy, re-
member, is on individuals by the 
"State."  The State has no con-
crete use for realty; it does not, 
broadly speaking, administer pro-
ductive undertakings; consequent-
ly, what i t  requires is a transfer 
of credit,  which it can apply, say, 
to the reduction of the National 
Debt, which in itself is an agency 
for distributing purchasing power. 

Now, however steeply you 
graduat e a  tax,  i t  must  leave  
some men "richer" than others. 
Remembering this, consider the 
course of events when the tax is 
collected. The owner of land has 
to sell to "raise" the money for the 
tax. Who buys that land? Similarly, 
the owner of stocks and money 
par ts  wi th  these.  Who gets 
them? There are two answers. 

I f  the t i t les  to  the land or  
shares are thrown on the market 
together there will be a slump in 
"values" which will  affect not 
only those who are taxed but 
those who are not taxed, in so 
far as they have any possessions 
other than money. At first sight 
this seems a desirable result, but 
on further consideration, it will be 
seen that  as t he Nat ional  Debt  
is a money-debt, not a "realty" 

debt, such a slump in values in-
creases the real  weight of the 
debt, because it requires a larger 
transfer of property at the lower 
price to liquidate a unit quantity 
of i t. Since, as we have agreed, 
this transfer of actual property 
cannot be to the State "in propria 
persona," it must be from persons 
with less money to persons with 
more money; and the greater the 
fal l in values, the greater would 
be this transfer of real wealth 
from the less r ich to the more 
r ich.  That is one possible an-
swer. 

But there is a modification of 
th is  process poss ib le .  In  order  
to avoid the fal l  in values that 
the liquidation of large blocks of 
securities would entail, the banks 
would be besieged for overdrafts 
with which to meet  the cal ls of 
the levy. Which class of appli-
cants would receive preference in 
this scramble for credit-issue? 
Undoubtedly those whose prospect 
of repayment seemed to rest  on 
the surest foundation; and, unless 
the previous argument s have 
failed of their purpose, it will be 
plain that whatever costs may be 
incurred by a producer who con-
trols a market can be recouped 

 

Apparently it is now considered 
more important to safeguard the 
f inancial system than to succour 
the sick. 

The president of the board, Sir 
Norman Paul, declared that there 
was urgent need for new nurses' 
quar ters .  In  sp i te  of  thi s  and 
other urgent necessities, however, 
the Minister said any plans for 
moving Sydney Hospital from its 
present si te could only be de-
cided in the future. He doubted 
our abi l i ty,  ei ther as a State or 
as a nat ion,  to rebui ld a hospi -
t a l  a t  a  p r ob a b l e  co s t  o f  
£750,000 in wartime. 

The Sydney Hospital is a pub-
lic inst itution. Assuming that 
Australia IS a Democracy, the 
Government is also a public in-
stitution: the people administer-
ing their needs through thei r 
elected representat ives. How 
comes it  then—with a great army 
of unemployed men marking-
t ime in Sydney, and no real 
shortage of materials for brick-
making and other requirements 
—that Mr. FitzSimons dares to 

by him in prices from the con-
sumer. Consequently, the banks 
would extend credit  most readi ly 
to those whose power of price-
making gave assurance of their 
abi l i ty to col lect the levy, in so 
far as it affected them, from the 
public, together with the bank's 
interest on the loan.  Such per-
sons would not only not have to 
part with any property, but would 
probably be found in a posit ion 
of commanding advantage from 
which to acquire the property 
thrown on the market by their 
less fortunate neighbours—a re-
sult  which, though differing 
slightly in method, results in the 
same conclusion as in the previ-
ous case: that instead of such a 
levy being a transfer from the 
rich to the poor, it  becomes a 
transfer from the consumer to the 
price-maker and the credit-issuer. 

This is another way of stating 
the theorem on which stress has 
previously been laid in these 
pages. Under the existing eco-
nomic arrangements, industry can-
not be carried on unless the price 
of an article includes all the costs 
—i.e., dispensations of purchasing 
power— which have been incurred 
during i ts production. If a cost 
is not included in the price, then 
the price-maker becomes poorer, 
and eventually goes out of busi-
ness. You cannot tax a capitalist -
producer effectively, because his 
existence as a producer depends 
on his ability to pass on any ex-
pense incurred to the consumer. 
And it will be admitted by any un-
prejudiced observer that no ex-
cessive reluctance to avail him-
self of this privilege is noticeable 
in the behaviour of the average 
entrepreneur. 

It is, however, possible to attack 
the Capital Levy on more general 
grounds also, if it be realised that 
the situation with which we are 
faced is only accentuated by, and 
not fundamentally due to, the de-
struction of war. If the economic 
system under which we are work-
ing is a sound system,  then i t  is 
a flagrant "injustice" that such 
persons as do wel l  out  of i t  
should be penal ised; and if it is 

 

suggest that this nation lacks the 
abi l i ty to bui ld a hospital ,  the 
most essential service in any 
community? Or does he mean 
that we bui ld hospitals wi th 
MONEY and that this elusive sub-
stance cannot be found? 

Some light might be thrown on 
the question if the people were 
told: HOW THE OTHER £50,000 
CAME INTO BEING; TO WHOM 
WE (through our Government) 
GUARANTEED REPAYMENT; 
and WHAT THE FINAL COST 
TO THE PUBLIC WOULD 
AMOUNT TO. 

That public hospitals through-
out Australia are in a deplorable 
position is now common know-
ledge. But Mr. FitzSimons says 
that FINANCE is healthier; no 
doubt i t  wi l l  be up and about 
again shortly; merely its system 
out of order; probable diagnosis: 
"Lack of vi tamins £.s.d." Poor 
old FINANCE; I always thought 
it was "SOUND." 

—"SCISSORS." 

unsound, as i t  is,  then the Lab-
our Party, which clearly regards 
itself as the sole political conces-
sionaire of justice, should be too 
high-minded to believe that  an 
unjust system is improved by 
working it unjustly. 

The capitalist system is totter-
ing to its fall, but, like the Bol-
shevik Government, which (ac-
cording to official communiqués) 
began to totter at its birth, and con-
t inued to totter  unt i l  i t  has in-
fected half the world with its con-
genital instability, it may carry on 
for a long while, if its opponents 
obligingly demonstrate at short 
intervals their inability to sup-
plant it by something better.  

 

Bendigo Easter Rally 
If sufficient support can be ob-

tained, it is the intention of the 
Bendigo group to arrange a rally 
of "New Times" readers, who will 
be in Bendigo during the Easter 
holidays. Metropoli tan speakers 
will be invited to lead a discussion 
on future campaign activities. 

Notice of intention to attend and 
suggestions for topics for discus-
sion would be gladly received by 
the hon. secretary, Mr. J. J. Jordan, 
35 Stewart-street, Bendigo. "New 
Times" publications may also be 
obtained by communicating with 
the secretary. ("The Answer to 
Tax Slavery" may be obtained from 
Mr. W. Hampton, newsagent, 
Bendigo) 

 

U.E.A. Actionists  
Help is still urgently needed at 

headquarters to meet the terrific 
volume of work now in hand, and 
anyone who can assist in any way 
whatsoever is requested to get in 
touch with the hon. secretary. There 
is a big job of work to be done and 
it can only be tackled successfully 
by us all co-operating and getting 
down to it.  

 

United Democrats' 
Report  

From    Headquarters, 17   
Way mouth   Street.   Adelaide. 
A meeting of members and 

supporters on Saturday night 
list ened  t o a  s peech  by J ohn  
Hogan. John proposed a State-wide 
leaflet campaign, replying to 
recent electioneering statements 
by the Premier (Mr. Playford) on 
national credit, and bringing the 
issues before all electors before 
pol l ing day ( March 29) : This  
to inaugurate a permanent 
campaign of renewed activity by the 
movement on the biggest 
possible scale. The meeting 
unanimously approved 
suggestions, and nearly £20 was 
subscribed to launch the campaign. 
Executive members and actionists 
gathered again at headquarters the 
following night to arrange details. 
Proposals for a complete re-
organisation, thorough country 
and metropolitan organisation 
following John's visit, a 
membership fee of £1/1/-,  and the 
appointment of a secretariat with 
individuals responsible for specified 
duties, were unanimously endorsed as 
recommendations to a SPECIAL 
GENERAL, MEETING OF ALL 
MEMBERS to be held at 17 
Waymouth Street (lower hall),  
on Saturday next ,  March 15,  at 
8p.m. Everyone is urged to 
attend this meeting. Messrs. 
Hergstrom and Severin were 
appointed to col laborate with 
John Hogan in finalising the 
publication and distribution of the 
proposed leaflet, of which at least 
50.000 will  be issued a l l  over  
the State in  the next fortnight. 
Candidates, producers' 
organisations, and many others wil l 
collaborate. Your help is needed, 
too—and more finance to finish 
the job properly. John will address 
a final public meeting in the 
Adelaide Town Hall  on either 
Saturday, March 22, or Monday. 
March 24. 

WHAT "CAPITAL LEVY" MEANS 

Certain newspapers, of which the Labour "Dai ly Hera ld" 
of London is a typical example, are busy working up  a campaign 
designed to force acceptance of the imposition of a  levy, or 
tax, upon capital. Alleged, or presumed by well- intentioned 
persons whose grasp of economics is insufficient to  protect 
them from exploitation, to be aimed at the big capi talist, such 
a measure i s aimed not at the big capitalist at all, but at th e 
independent trader and the middle classes generally . 

These classes do not share even the illusory expectation of 
some vague betterment resulting from the exceptional measures 
which are being pushed forward under cover of the war, and 
if their attention can be gained," they may be instrumental in 
averting a social catastrophe towards which they are march-
ing in uneasy company with the "workers" themselves. To 
dispel some illusions entertained concerning the true nature 
of a capital levy, who would pay it, and the immunity of the 
big capitalist from its ef fects, the following chapter from 
Douglas's "Credit Power and Democracy" is reprinted with-
out alteration. It was written in 1920: 

HOSPITAL FINANCE 
"HEALTHIER" 

BUT THE PEOPLE'S PULSE ---------? 

From recent press reports it would seem that our ho spitals 
are playing a new role in the life of the community . 

According to the Sydney "Morning Herald," Mr. FitzSimons, 
N.S.W. Minister for Health, said, "public hospital f inance was 
now healthier than it had ever been. Debts were fewer. The 
Government had done its share for Sydney Hospital by 
contributing £81,000 to its funds last year, and by guarantee-
ing a £50,000 overdraft." 
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Letter to Editor 

Feeding 5 on 39/6 
Weekly 

Sir, — 
It is not very often that I am 

tempted to write a letter to the 
Press. 

I can light-hear tedly leap over 
such news items as "Bradman out 
for 0"; my responsive chord is un-
touched by cable flashes of Market 
reports; my pen is unstirred by the 
challenging statements of Society 
Columnists—but this br ight  morn 
I simply must get  out my type-
wr iter .  I 've jus t  learnt  how to  
feed f ive people on £1/19/6 per 
week. My information is from a 
usually reliable source (as the 
communiqués have it), namely a 
pamphlet issued by the Common-
wealth Department of Health. 

Now I don't know the gentlemen 
who constitute this Department,  
but I imagine them to be 
hardheaded pract ical men of 
experienc e .  Th a t  is ,  no t  t h e  
t ype  t o  rush into print  w ithout  
being sure of their ground. But this 
notwithstanding, I'm afraid I must 
accuse them of undue generosity in 
this matter of £1/19/6 per week to 
feed f ive people. I mean to say—
just look, for instance, at what these 
gent lemen of the Health Depart-
ment allow a family of f ive for a 
week's supply of vegetables—the 
munificent sum of 4/4½. Come,  
come, gentlemen. This is sheer 
extravagance. It is surely obvious 
that if a member of the Health 
Department were married, and if 
he had three children, that he 
would not find it necessary to 
squander 4/4½ every week on vege-
tables alone. 

The Milk ration is another ex-
ample of excessive waste. This 
family of five is allowed 17½ pints 
per week, i.e., half a pint per day 
per family unit,  with two pounds 
of powdered milk (which all dieti-
cians acclaim for its great food 
value) to augment the week's sup-
p l y.  D ea r  M is t e r  E d i t o r ,  ½ 
pi nt  of milk a day, and a couple of 
tablespoons full of powdered milk 
for a couple of working people and 
their growing children! This is 
super abundance plus. No other 
comment needed. 

Space will not permit me to say 
much more, but  please allow me 
to quote one delightful passage 
from the Health Department's pam-
phlet. 

"The Vitamin C content of dried 
peas, lentils, and beans can be in-
creased by allowing them to gene-
rate in a layer of  moist earth or 
cotton wool." 

The next  t ime I vis it  the home 
of a Federal health expert I suppose 
I'll have to tread wearily to avoid 
trampling on the small plots of 
moist earth neatly spread over with 
haricot beans and dried peas, which, 
no doubt, will be enthusiastically 
sprout ing V i tamin C.  For ,  o f  
course, these practical gentlemen 
practise what they preach. 

Allow me to conclude by wish-
ing all concerned in this £1/19/6 per 
week venture every success. If, 
perchance, anyone finds a diet of 
fried bread, powdered milk and 
dripping a trifle difficult to exist 
on, let him reflect that, after all, 
any Australian "Year Book" will 
prove that the production of food-
stuffs in this country warrants 
nothing but the strictest economy. 
Fools who talk of our real wealth as 
if it  is suff icient to give all our 
people a decently high standard of 
living obviously have not the first-
hand information available to the 
Commonwealth Health Department. 
On   with   the, good   work!     Let 
thinner and unhealthier citizens be 
our watchword!    Bunkum to those 
who would have it otherwise. 
Yours sincerely, 

D. L. BUTLER. 
Croydon, N.S.W: 

THE TRADE 
OUTLOOK  

"Money    can't   buy    everything." 
"Someone must have told you 

that .  You'd  never  th ink  o f  such 
a platitude all by yourself. What 
can't it  buy?" 

"Oh, well, I don't know—not 
happiness or love, anyway." 

" Ge ne r a l ly  i t  c a n;  and  w h en 
it can't , it  can buy some of the 
most remarkable substitutes." 

" A nd  y o u  h a v e  s o  m u c h  
money,  Captain Butler?" 

"What an ill-bred question, Mrs. 
Hamilt on! I 'm sur pr ised.  But ,  
yes.  For  a  young man cut  o f f  
without a shilling in early youth, 
I've done very well; and I'm sure 
I'll clean up a mil lion on the 
blockade." 

"Oh, no!" 
"Oh,  yes! What  most  people  

don't seem to realise is that there 
is as much money to be made out 
of the wreckage of a civil isation 
as from the up building of one." 

"And what does all that mean?" 
"Your  family and my family 

and everyone here tonight made 
their money out of changing a 
wilderness into  a  c ivi l isa t ion.  
That's empire building. There's 
good money in empire building. 
But  there 's  more in empire-
wrecking."—"Gone with the Wind." 
by Margaret Mitchell. 

HOUSEWORK IN 
THE FUTURE 

The American kitchen, as por-
trayed by the advertisers, is an 
exquisite radiant chamber, where 
ut i l i ty and ar t  fuse in a  sym-
phony of white, red, and chrom-
ium.  Every device,  which can 
s impli fy the housewi fe’s  
labours,  is built  into its invit ing 
recesses or sunk beneath its f lush 
and streamlined panels. From the 
red and green lights which flash 
above the electric stove to the 
elaborate control panel which 
graces the front of the hidden 
sink, it is a testimony to American 
civilisation in the year 1941. 

With wartime production turned 
over to the purposes of peace, 
every housewife could have a 
kitchen like this—and a house to 
match. It wil l only be necessary 
to assure sufficiently big incomes 
to everyone to enable them to call 
on industry to provide what they 
want. 

 

“THE BRIDGE OF 
SIGHS”  

"The capital cost of the Sydney 
Harbour Bridge at June 30, 1940, 
was £9,871,600. During the year 
the earnings were £391,188. After 
deducting administrative and ope-
rating charges, £49,246, the ope-
rating surplus was £341,942. This 
was converted into a net  defi-
ciency of £35,893, after allowance 
was made for the following: 
Interest on capital, £292,535; sinking 
fund, £43,868; exchange, £39,891; 
and loan management expenses, 
£1540."—"Sydney Morning Herald," 
February 26. 

These f igures are interesting.  
They help to show why the Har-
bour Br idge is (f inancially) a 
l iability instead of being an as-
set, and how it is constantly being 
used as a taxing medium, benefit-
ing a handful of private money-
lenders at the expense of the 
t r ave ll ing masses.  The br idge 
came into being because it was 
urgently needed by the people as 
a  w h ol e ,  a nd  no t  me r e ly by  a  
few; it  was created as a PUBLIC 
uti lity. Had PUBLIC funds been 
used as capital, the huge interest 
payments would not have, been 
necessary; obviously, people do 
not  des ire  to  charge THEM-
SELVES interest. In which case 
(allowing ALL the other amounts 

W.A. Electoral Cam-
paign   Report  

Further to the meetings held at 
Bunbury, Beverley and Perth, an-
other meeting of businessmen was 
addressed by Mr. V. J. Dury (Cam-
paign Director) in the Nedlands 
Masonic Hall. Much discussion fol-
lowed and "food for thought" was 
the verdict of the meeting. 

Campaigners are requested to help 
make a success of the next ocean 
boat trip to Rockingham and Garden 
Island. "All hands" voted the last 
trip a success. Tickets, which are 
obtainable at Headquarters, 81 Bar-
rack-street, are: Adults, 2/6 each 
(which is half the ordinary fare for 
this special tr ip) and children, l/-
each, payable on the boat. If fifty 
people will sell  four t ickets each 
our quota for the trip will be sold 
eas ily.  Finance is  needed badly 
at  present, so all who can are 
requested to help in this way.  
Tickets can also be obtained from 
Mr. C. R. Willcocks, 114 Gloster-
road, Subiaco, and Mrs. Loriemar, 
23 Hammond-street , East  
Fremant le .   

All groups who have affiliation 
fees outstanding should forward 1o 
headquarters as soon as possible. 
Membership is 5/- per year . Let 
us "buck in" to this campaign with 
renewed vigour, knowing that we 
are gradually attracting more at-
tention and support. 

Have you written your personal 
letter to your M.H.R. in respect to 
Sect ion 42A of  the Nat iona l 
Security Regulations? It is your 
job to do so, and it is no good 
"passing the buck" on to the sec-
retary of your group. If you will 
exercise your sovereignty over all 
your institutions, you can expect 
to  get  the results  you want .  If  
you will not bother, then you must 
take the results, which other people 
think you want. 

 

Dry "Dust Bowl" 
Humour  

A Mallee farmer stopped at a 
bank to see if he could get a loan 
on his farm. "I ' ll drive out  and 
value it," said the banker. "You 
don't need to bother," said the 
farmer,  noticing a cloud of dust 
coming down the road, "here it 
comes now." 

as legitimate costs), we would be 
s ho w ing ,  no t  a  d e f ic i t ,  but  a  
credit balance of no less than 
£256,643 for the year. —"Scissors." 

"NEW TIMES" SHOPPING GUIDE AND BUSINESS DIRECTORY 
PATRONISE   THESE   ADVERTISERS.      Their Advertisement Helps Your Paper.   Say You Saw It in   the "New Times."  

ASCOT   VALE. 
A.  J.  AMESS,  390  Mt.  Alexander 
RU.    (next   Tram    Sheds).     Motor 
Garage.     Just   Price   Discount   — 

Repairs  and  Supplies. 

BLACKBURN.  
"A" GRADE MOTOR ENGINEERS,  
Station   Garage,   Whitehorse   Road, 
WX1430. 

BOX   HILL.              
BOX  HILL  FURNISHING  CO.  
247-9  Station  St.    Cash  or Terms. 
CHAS.  L.  COX,  TAILOR,     Men's 
and Boys' Wear. 285 Station Street. 
CHEMIST,  F.  Cheshire,  For  Your 
Prescriptions.     270   Station   Street. 
COOL   DRINKS,   Sweets,   Smokes. 
R. Dannock, 1124 Whitehorse Road. 
FURNITURE REMOVERS. Gill 
Bros., 254 Station St. WX2073 
GROCER,  W.  M.   Anderson, 14  
Main   St.   WX1233. 
HAIRDRESSER    and    Tobacconist. 
L. Larsen, Station  St., op. Gilpin's. 
IRONMONGER & SPORTS STORE 
F. P. Park, 10  Main   St.  WX1280. 
WATCHMAKER   and   Jeweller. 
Barnes,   82   Main   Street.     Repairs. 

CITY.  
BLINDS  of every sort. Car curtains 
repaired. T. Pettit, 235a Queen St. 
CAKES, PASTRY, etc. Home-made 
"Clovelly," The Block, Elizabeth 
Street. Cent. 255.  
DAVIS ,  563 Bourke St. Royal 
Medal Milkers, Separators, Engines.  
DOUGLAS SOCIAL CREDIT 
BOOKSHOP, 16C Lit. Collins St. 
ELECTRO-PLATING —Nickel, Sil-
ver and Chromium Plating. Highest 
Grade Work only. W. R. SPEAK-
MAN, 69 Latrobe st, Melbourne. 
MAISON MERLIN , Natl. Bk. Bldg., 
2T1 Col. St. Ladies' Hairdressers. 
OPTICIAN  and Hearing Aids. 4th 
Floor, 57 Swanston St. F 5566. 

FAIRFTELD.  
BUTCHER,    93   Station   Street. 
Arthur    B.    Heath    Solicits    Your 
Patronage. 

FOOTSCRAY. 
BOOT REPAIRS . A. A. Taylor. 
Station Ramp, While U Wait Ser-
vice. 
NU-BAKE .  Bakers and Pastry-
cooks, opp. Woolworths. Best 
bread, 8d. large. Down with the 
profiteer. 

GLENFERRIE  
OPTICIAN , W. W. Nicholls. 100   
Glenferrie   Road.   Haw.   5845. 
SUITS to order from 70/-. H.5813. 
A. Sutherland, 184 Glenferrie road. 

IVANHOE.  
BOOT REPAIRS, J. Fraser solicits 
your custom. 130 Upper H'berg Rd 
UPHOLSTERER, Blinds and Bed-
ding. Duke's, 11 H 'berg Road. 
Ivan. 626. 

KEW.  
ANDERSON'S,   141   High   St. 
Authorised Newsagent.   Haw. 1145. 
C.   KENNEDY,   Grocer,   Haw.  229. 
Opp. Cemetery Clock, Parkhill Rd. 
DRY CLEANING , Depot & Library 
A.  I.  Fraser,  182 High St.  H.3733. 
E.  WHITE ,  109  High   Street. 
Confectionery  and  Smokes.  
GIFTS,   &   All   Jewellery   Repairs. 
Old   Gold   Bought.    Greaves,   opp. 
Rialto. 
IMPERIAL   DAIRY .   R.   H.   
Kent, 9   Brougham   Street.    Haw.   
3243.  
MOTOR   GARAGE ,   Kew   
Junction Service Station, Cr. High 
and Denmark  Streets.    Haw.   6455. 

MOREL AND.            
BOOT     REPAIRS, J.   T.   Nolan, 
Holmes  St.,  4  doors Moreland  Rd. 

NORTH FITZROY.  
 KEITH    PARLON, The     Fitzroy 
Tailor, 45   Best   Street.     JW1555. 

SANDRINGHAM.  
A. RYAN , opp. Stn., Shoe Repairs. 
Tennis Racquets Restrung from 7/6 
GROCERY,  McKAY & WHITE, 
Bay   Rd.,   opp.   Theatre.   XW1924. 

ST.   KILDA. 
HARVEY'S    COFFEE    GARDEN. 
Sweets, Smokes. 227 Barkly Street. 

SPRINGVALE. 
DAIRY,  M.  Bowler. 
Buckingham   Ave. R. 
MACKAY & SONS.  
General    Storekeepers.    UM 9269. 

WILLIAMSTOWN. 
DUNSTAN,   DAIRYMAN.  
28 Station Rd. 'Phone: W'town 124. 
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