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The financial system is the works or 
factory system of the world, considered as 
an economic unit, just as the planning 
department of a modern factory is of that 
factory.

No discussion of the financial system can 
serve any useful purpose, which does not 
recognise: —

(a) That a works system must have a
definite objective.

(b) That when that objective has been
decided upon it is a technical matter
to fit methods of human psychology
and physical facts, so that the ob-
jective will be most easily obtained.

In regard to (a) the policy of the world 
economic system amounts to a philosophy 
of life. There are really only three alter-
native policies in respect to a world econo-
mic organisation: —

The first is that it is an end in itself for 
which man exists.

The second is that while not an end 
in itself, it is the most powerful means of 
constraining the individual to do things he 
does not want to do; e.g., it is a system 
of Government. This implies a fixed ideal 
of what the world ought to be.

And the third is that the economic activ-
ity is simply a functional activity of men 
and women in the world; that the end of 
man, while unknown, is something towards 
which most rapid progress is made by the 
free expansion of individuality, and that, 
therefore, economic organisation is most 
efficient when it most easily and rapidly 
supplies economic wants without encroach-
ing on other functional activities.

You cannot spend too much time in mak-
ing these issues clear to your minds, be-
cause until they are clear you are not in 
a position to offer an opinion on any econo-
mic proposal whatever.

In regard to (b) certain factors require 
to be taken into consideration.

(1) That money has no reality in itself. 
That in itself it is either gold, silver,  
copper, paper, cowrie shells, or broken tea- 
cups. The thing which makes it money, 
no matter of what it is made, is purely 
psychological, and consequently there is no

limit  to  the amount  of  money  except  a 
psychological  limit.

(2) That economic production is simply
a conversion of one thing into another, and
is primarily a matter of energy.   It seems
highly probable that both energy and pro-
duction are only limited by our knowledge
of how to apply them.

(3) That in the present world unrest two
entirely separate factors are confused. The
cry   for   the   democratisation   of   industry
obtains at least 90 percent of its force
from the desire for the democratisation of
the proceeds of industry, which is, of course,
a totally different thing.   This confusion is
assisted by the objective fact that the chief
controllers of industry get rich out of their
control.

I do not, myself, believe in the demo-
cratic control of industry any more than I 
should believe in the democratic control of 
a cricket team, while actually playing, and 
I believe that the idea that the average 
individual demands a share in the admini-
strative control of industry is a pure myth.

The present world financial system is a 
Government based on the theory that men 
should be made to work, and this theory 
is considerably intermixed with the even 
stronger contention that the end of man is 
work .  I want you  to rea l ise that th is 
is a statement of fact, not a theory. More 
than 95 percent of the purchasing power 
actually expended in consumption is wages 
and salaries.

It will therefore be seen that there are 
two standpoints from which to examine its 
mechanism. The first considered as a 
method of achieving its political end of
universal work, and the second as a means 
of achieving some other political end—for 
instance, the third alternative already 
mentioned.

Considered as a means of making people 
work (an aim which is common both to the 
Capitalist and Socialist Party Politics) the 
existing financial system, as a system, is 
probably nearly perfect.

Its banking system, methods of taxation 
and accountancy counter every development 
of applied science, organisation, and machi-
nery, so that the individual, instead of 
obtaining the benefit of these advances in

the form of a higher civilisation and greater 
leisure, is merely enabled to do more work. 
Every other factor in the situation is 
ultimately sacrificed to this end of providing 
him with work, and at this moment the 
world in general, and Europe in particular, 
is undoubtedly settling down to a policy 
of intensive production for export, which 
must quite inevitably result in a world 
cataclysm, urged thereto by what is known 
as the Unemployment Problem.

To   blame the present financial system 
for failing to provide employment is most

(Continued on page 7)

SOCIAL CREDIT PRINCIPLES
B y  C .  H .  D o u g la s

We reprint the following address, given by the late C. H. Douglas 
at Swanwick in November, 1924, for the benefit of both old and new 
readers; it is a brilliant outline of Social Credit principles which can be 
profitably studied against the background of current economic 
developments: —

O U R  P O L I C Y
1. The preservation of Australia's sov-

ereignty as a part of the British
Empire, and   the   exposure   of   all
internal and external groups which
attack that sovereignty.

2. The   preservation   and   extension   of
genuine local government.

3. The preservation and strengthening
of all Constitutional safeguards for
the purpose of protecting fundamental
individual rights.

4. The encouragement of all activities
designed to bring Governments under
more effective control by the electors.

5. The   preservation   and   extension of
genuine free, competitive enterprise
and private ownership, and opposi-
tion to all Monopoly, whether it be
"private" or State.

6. The   support   of   a   financial   policy
which will (a) permit free enterprise
to make available to all individuals
an increasing standard of living and
greater leisure for cultural pursuits;
(b) result in no further increase in
the community's indebtedness and the
sound business practice of gradually
reducing existing debt.

7. Recognising that the basis of any
sound   economy   is   agriculture, the
encouragement of agricultural policies
which will ensure the preservation
and building up of soil fertility by
organic farming and gardening;and
the prevention of soil erosion and the
protection of forests and watersheds.

--------------

Now, when our land to ruin's brink is
verging, 

In God's name, let us speak while there
is time! 

Now, when  the  padlocks  for  our   lips
are forging,

Silence is crime. W H ITTIER.



Ballarat Anti-
Pasteurisation 

Campaign
S i n c e  t h e  r e p o r t  i n  o u r  la s t  i ssu e  o n  t h e  

f ig h t  a g a in s t c o m p u lso r y  m i lk  p a ste u r isa t io n  
i n  B a l la r a t  ( V i c . ) ,  M r s .  L .  Q u i n l a n  h a s  
r e c e i v e d  a  lo n g  l e t te r  f r o m  M r . S to n e h a m ,  
M i n i s t e r  f o r  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  i n  w h i c h  i t  i s  
s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  c a n n o t  p o s s i b l y  a c c e d e  t o  
th e d e m a n d  f o r  th e  a b o li t i o n  o f  c o m p u lso r y  
p a s t e u r i sa t i o n  i n  B a l l a r a t .  M r .  S t o n e h a m ,  
o f c o u r se , m e r e l y  si g n e d  th i s le t te r ;  i t  w a s  
p r e p a r e d  b y  t h e  p e r m a n e n t  " e x p e r t s "  a n d  
c o n ta in e d  th e  u su a l  n o n se n se a b o u t m i lk  
p a s t e u r i s a t i o n .  W e  h o p e  t o  c o m m e n t  i n  
d e t a i l  u p o n  t h i s  l e t t e r  i n  o u r  n e x t  i s s u e .

* * *

A Symbolic Insult
A t  o u r  Q u e e n ' s  c o r o n a t i o n  t h i s  y e a r  

R u s s i a  s e n t  h e r  e m i s s a r i e s .  S h e  a l s o  
se n t  th e  R u s sia n  w a r sh ip ,  S v e r d l o v ,  u p  th e  
E n g l i sh  C h a n n e l  t o  b o o m  o u t  h e r  b i g  g u n s .

W h a t  i s n o t  g e n e r a l l y  k n o w n  i s  th a t th e  
R o y a l fa m i ly  o f  R u s sia , s la u g h te r e d  b y  th e  
C o m m u n is t s,  w e r e  b lo o d  r e la t i o n s  o f  o u r  
R o y a l  fa m i l y ,  a n d  th a t  t h e  J e w i s h  C o m -
m u n i s t ,  S v e r d l o v ,  w a s  o n e  o f  th e  to p  R e d s  
i n  R u ss ia  r e s p o n s ib l e  f o r  t h e  a s sa ss i n a t i o n  
o f  t h e  R u s s i a n  R o y a l  f a m i l y .

A n d  s t i l l  m i l l i o n s  o f  f la g - w a v in g  B r i to n s  
c o u l d n 't  c a r e  l e s s .

" T h e  C a n a d ia n  I n te l l i g e n c e  S e r v i c e ,"  
D e c e m b e r 1 9 5 3 .

* * *

World's Food Potential
" I n  a n  a r t i c l e  to  b e  p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  

f o r t h c o m i n g  i s s u e  o f  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
L a b o u r O r g a n i sa t i o n 's  'I n te r n a t io n a l  L a b o u r  
R e v ie w , ' M r. C o lin  C la rk , th e  O x fo rd  e c o -
n o m i s t ,  c la i m s  t h a t  i f  a l l  c u l t i v a ta b l e  la n d  
w e r e  c u l t i v a te d  a t a  le v e l  o f e f f i c ie n c y  c o m -
p a r a b l e  w i t h  t h a t  n o w  a t ta i n e d  i n  D e n -
m a r k  t h e  w o r l d  c o u l d  p r o v i d e  f o r  a  f a r  
l a r g e r  p o p u la t i o n  t h a n  e x i s t s  t o d a y  o r  
t h a n  i s  l i k e l y  t o  e x i s t  u n d e r  c o n d i t i o n s  
o f  im p r o v e d  m e d i c a l a n d  p u b l i c  h e a lt h  se r -
v ic e s  a n d  r i s i n g  l i v i n g  s ta n d a r d s . "  (T h e  
L o n d o n  T i m e s ,  2 2 n d  A u g u s t . )

"Straight From Wall 
Street and the

Synagogue"
T h e  d a i l y  P r e ss  h a s m a d e  q u i te  a  lo t o f  

c o m m e n t  o n  th e  R a n d a l l  C o m m i ss i o n 's r e -
p o r t  o n  " h o w  e c o n o m ic  s tra in s ca n  b e s t b e  
e a s e d , "  a n d  W o r l d  T r a d e  i n c r e a s e d .

T h e  a n s w e r ,  s o  f a r  a s  I  c a n  s e e ,  i s  a  
le m o n.

T h e  m a j o r  p r o v i s o  s e e m s  t o  b e  t h a t  i f  
ta r i f f s  a r e  l o w e r e d  a l l  r o u n d ,  su r p l u se s  in  
o n e  c o u n t r y  c a n  b e  s o l d  t o  a n o t h e r  a n d  
v i c e  v e r s a .  A  k i n d  o f  " y o u  t a k e  i n  m y  
w a s h i n g  a n d  I ' l l  d o  y o u r s "  k i n d  o f  b u s i -
n e s s .  T h a t  m i g h t  b e n e f i t  th e  st e a m sh ip  
c o m p a n ie s ,  b u t  l i t t l e  e l s e . W h a t  in  h e a v e n 's  
n a m e  i s  t h e  u s e  o f  i m p o r t i n g  s o m e t h i n g

P a g e 2 — " N e w  T im e s ,”  F e b ru a ry  1 2 , 1 9 5 4 .

w h ic h  y o u  c a n  m a k e  y o u r se l f  o r  e x p o r t in g  
s o m e t h i n g  t o  a  c o u n t r y  t h a t  h a s  p l e n t y  o f  
th e  sa m e  c o m m o d i t y ?

W e  g a t h e r  f r o m  t h e  M e l b o u r n e  " S u n "  
th a t  th e  r e p o r t  w a s d e l i v e r e d  b y  A m e r ic a ' s  
b e s t  f in a n c ia l  b r a i n s . "  W e  t h o u g h t  s o —
st r a ig h t  f r o m  W a l l  S t r e e t  a n d  t h e  S y n a -
g o g u e.

W e  h a v e  h e a r d  m u c h  o f  la t e  a b o u t th e  
d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  b a c k w a r d  c o u n t r i e s  i n  
A s i a ,  f r o m  t h e  sa m e  s o u r c e .  T h i s  i n t e r e s t  
in  A s ia  w e  g a t h e r  to  h a v e  so m e  c o n n e c t i o n  
to  h a r n e ss in g  c h e a p  m a n p o w e r to  th e  c o n -
v e y o r  b e l t  s y s t e m  o f  m a s s  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  
th e  in n u m e r a b le  g e e -g a w s t h a t  c lu t t e r  u p  
m o d e r n  e x iste n c e .

A s  th e  U n i t e d  N a t io n s O r g a n i sa t io n  in -
fo r m s u s , m a n y  m i l l i o n s o f th e se  h a v e  v e r y  
sm a l l in c o m e s,  a n d  a r e  l i te r a l l y  s ta r v in g , so  
th e y  w o u ld  a c c e p t  lo w  w a g e s f o r  th e  d a i l y  
g r i n d .  B u t  t h e  p r o b l e m  i s  t o  su p p l y  th e m  
w i t h  c h e a p  f o o d .

T h e  R a n d a l l  r e p o r t  h a s  t h e  a n s w e r — o r  
s o  t h e y  t h i n k .

" F u r th e r  a d v o c a te d  a id s  t o  th e  d e v e lo p -
m e n t  o f  in te r n a t io n a l t r a d e  a r e  d is c o u r -
agement of price-fixing of farm products." T h e  
te r m  " p r ic e - f i x i n g "  c a n  m e a n  se v e r a l th i n g s.  
T o  th e  in te r e s t s b e h in d  th e  R a n d a l l r e p o r t  
w e  se n s e  th e  so l u t i o n  t o  t h e  " fe e d  A s ia 's  
s ta r v i n g  m i l l i o n s "  p r o b le m — a t  th e  e x p e n s e  
o f  W e s t e r n  r u r a l  c o m m u n i t i e s .

— H . A .  H o tc h k i n  in  " T h e  G i p p s la n d  
N e w s , "  F e b r u a r y  4 .

"WHAT IS WEALTH?"
" E c o n o m ic s i s n o t a  sc ie n c e : it n e v e r  h a s  

b e e n ,  a n d  i t  n e v e r  c a n  b e .  I t  c a n  h a v e  n o  
la w s ,  i n  t h e  sc i e n t i f i c  s e n s e  .  .  .  W e a l th  i s  
n o t  a  m a tte r  o f  m e a su r e m e n t , b u t o f e v a lu -
a t io n ,  w h i c h  p la c e s i t w i th i n  th e  d o m a i n  o f  
A r t  .  .  .  W h a t  w e  n e e d  i s  a  m e t a p h y s i c  
o f  w e a l t h - g a i n i n g  v a l u e s :  w h a t  w e  h a v e  
i s a  fr a u d u le n t  m e a su r i n g  fa l se l y  c a l le d  
'sc i e n t i fi c '.

" A f t e r  f a c t s  h a v e  b e e n  o b s e r v e d  t h e y  
m u s t  b e  e v a l u a t e d  i n  t e r m s  o f  h u m a n  l i f e  
.  .  .  Y e t  s o m e  o f  u s  a r e  s i m p l e  f o l k .  W e  
a r e , p e r h a p s,  n o t  lo o k i n g f o r  th e  g r a n d e s t  
d isc o v e r ie s , n o r  se e k in g  th e  lo f ty , th e  su b t le ,  
o r  t h e  id e a l .

" W e  w o u ld ,  h o w e v e r,  f e e l  r a th e r  p le a s e d  
i f  o u r  w h i t e  b r e a d  d i d  n o t  k i l l  r a t s  a n d  
d r i v e  d o g s  m a d  .  .  .  W e  s h o u l d  l i k e  t o  
l i v e  f o r  o n e  d e c a d e  w i t h o u t w a r s — m i l i ta r y  
o r  e c o n o m ic .

" M e a n w h i le  s o m e  o f u s id e n t i fy  W e a l th  
w i t h  J o y  a n d  th e  G o o d  L i f e . I f  th e se  th in g s  
c a n n o t  y e t  b e  m e a su r e d ,  w e  sh o u ld  s t i l l  l i k e  
to  se e  th e m  e x i s t— o r so m e t h in g  a p p r o x i -
m a t i n g  t o  t h e m .

" A n d  i f  o u r  c iv i l i se d  ru le r s , sc ie n t i f i c ,  
p o l it i ca l a n d  e c o n o m ic  c a n  o f fe r  u s o n ly  a  
m a d h o u s e , t h e n  s o m e  o f u s w o u ld  l i k e  to  
c o n t r a c t  o u t — e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  a r t i s t  c o n -
d e m n e d  b y  t h e  'r e d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  w e a l th ' i n  
t h e  W a r f a r e  S t a t e .

" H o w  d o e s  i t  c o m e  a b o u t  th a t m e n , a n d  
o fte n  d e c e n t , k in d ly  m e n ,  p r o c la i m  w i t h  a  
q u e e r  a c c e n t  o f  j o y ,  a  g o s p e l  o f d e s p a i r ?  
W h e n ,  fo r  e x a m p le ,  c o n fr o n te d  w i th  su c h  a  
p h i lo s o p h y  a s S o c ia l C r e d it  w h y  d o  so m e  
a n n o u n c e ,  a p p a r e n t l y  i n  e c s t a s y ,  t h a t  i t  
h a s  f a i l e d ,  o r  t h a t  i t  i s  t o o  g o o d  t o  b e  t r u e ?

" O n e  is,  o f  c o u r s e , n o t  s p e a k in g  o f  th o se  
h i r e d  t o  d e s t r o y ,  b u t  o f  t h e  o t h e r s :  o f  
t h o s e  t o  w h o m  a  fa i l u r e  t o  m o v e  f o r w a r d

in t o  s o m e t h in g  b e t te r  m u s t  m e a n  p e r so n a l  
r u i n .  T h e i r  p a s s i o n a t e  p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  
h o p e  i s  n o t  t o  b e  e x p l a i n e d  b y  a  g l i b  
p h r a s e ,  s u c h  a s  ' m a s o c h i s m '.

" P e r h a p s  t h e  t r u t h  l i e s  in  a n  e x a m i n a -
t i o n  o f  m e d i o c r i t y .  T h e  f e e b l e  m i n d  fe e l s  
sa f e  o n ly  i f  i t  i m a g i n e s  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  n o  
c h a n g e . "

M a r t e n  C u m b e r l a n d  i n  a n  a d d r e s s ,  
" W h a t  I s W e a l th ? "  to  th e  D u b lin  C o n -
te m p o r a r y  C lu b .

Industry's Lunatic Race
T h e  p r e d ic a m e n t o f  m o d e rn  c o m m u n i tie s  

c a n  b e  p u t  i n  a  n u t s h e l l :  T h e i r  l e a d e r s  
a r e  n o t ,  a n d  n o  l e a d e r s o f  h u m a n  o r i g i n  
p o ssib ly  c o u ld  b e ca p a b le  o f  d ir e c t in g  th e i r  
c o m p le x  a c t i v i t ie s .  T h e  w h o le  sc a le  i s to o  
la r g e .  W h y  o u r  a f f a i r s  ( f o r  t h e y  a r e  o u r s )  
h a v e  t h u s  g r o w n  o u t  o f  h a n d  i s  a  q u e s t i o n  
t o  w h ic h  a  c l e a r  a n d  c o n v i n c i n g  a n s w e r  
m ig h t b e  fo r th c o m in g  o n ly  i f  i t  w e r e  so u g h t  
w i t h  s o m e  i n t e n t i o n  o f  f in d in g  i t  a n d ,  o f  
c o u r s e ,  w i t h  a t  l e a s t  a v e r a g e  i n t e l l i g e n c e .  
F o r  b r e v i ty 's sa k e ,  i t i s r e la te d  to  th e  c o n -
se q u e n c e s a r i si n g  f r o m  t h e  fa c t th a t h u m a n  
o r g a n i s e d  in d u st r y  i s e n g a g e d  in  a  lu n a t i c  
r a c e  t o  c a t c h  u p  w i t h  s p e n t  m o n e y — j u s t  
i n  t h e  s e n se  t h a t  a  m i l l e r  m i g h t  b e  a c c u s e d  
o f  lu n a c y  i f  h e  s p e n t  h i s  e n e r g i e s  c a rr y in g  
h i s m i l l  d o w n - s t r e a m  t o  p r e v e n t  w a s t e  o f  
w a t e r .  M o d e r n  i n d u s t r i a l i s t s  d o n ' t  c a r r y  
t h e i r  f a c t o r i e s  a b o u t  t o  t r y  t o  c a t c h  u p  
w i t h  f le e t in g  c r e d i t ( w h i c h  h a s  a l r e a d y  d i s -
c h a r g e d  i t s  f u n c t i o n  a n d  i s  o n  t h e  w a y  
b a c k  t o  t h e  b a n k s  fo r  c a n c e l la t io n ) . I n ste a d  
t h e y  t r y  t o  e x p a n d  t h e m  u n t i l  t h e y  c o v e r  
t h e  e a r t h .  " W e  m u s t  i n c r e a s e  o u r  e x -
p o r t s. "

T h e  q u e s t i o n  i s  r e l a t e d  t o  a l l  t h a t ;  b u t  
a lso  i t  i s re l a t e d  t o  th o se  fa c t o r s,  w h a te v e r  
th e y  a re ,  w h i c h  w o u l d  a r r e st so  a b su r d  a  
" p r o g r e s s . "  I n  t h e  m i l l e r ' s  c a s e  i t  w o u l d  
b e th e c o m m o n se n se  o f  th e  m i l le r ; in  t h e  
in d u st r ia l i s t 's  c a se  i t  o u g h t  to  b e  th e  g o o d -
s e n s e  a n d  s e l f - i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  f a c t o r y  
o w n e r ;  b u t ,  u n f o r t u n a t e ly ,  i t  i s n ' t .  I n  t h e  
p e o p l e 's  c a se ,  i t  sh o u l d  b e  ju s t  t h e  su f f i c i -
e n c y  o f  g o o d h o n e s t  so c ia l q u a li t i e s w h ic h  
h a v e  m a r k e d  m o s t  c e n t u r i e s  b e f o r e  o u r  
o w n ;  b u t  t h a t  i s  n o t  s o .  T h e y  a r e  c a u g h t  
u p  i n  t h e  e d g e s  o f t h e  w h i r l p o o l  a n d  i n -
se n s i b l y  d r a w n  t o w a r d s t h e  c e n t r e  o f  t h e  
v o r te x .

W h y  d o n ' t  t h e  w o r l d ' s  s ta t e s m e n  r e s i g n  
e n  m a ss e ?  I t  w o u l d  b e  th e  g r e a te s t  b e n e f i t  
th e y  c o u l d  p o ss ib ly  c o n f e r  u p o n  th e i r se e m -
i n g  v i c t i m s .  P r o b a b l y  t h e  a n s w e r  i s  
n o t h in g  m o r e  te r r ib l e  t h a n  j u s t  " fo r c e  o f  
h a b i t . "

— T h e  S o c ia l C r e d ite r , D e c e m b e r 1 9 5 3 .

D o u g las  S oc ia l  C re d it  
M ov e m e n t  o f V ic to r ia
ROOM   8, THE   BLOCK,

Elizabeth    Street, Melbourne.
Books, Pamphlets, Periodicals on

Social Credit Available.   Send for
List.    Enquiries Invited.

TO THE POINT



This is the second time I have had the 
pleasure of addressing a meeting of Social 
Crediters in Melbourne. I am invited to 
speak to you on Social Credit in Australia 
and overseas since the death of Major 
Douglas, and it is because I think that in 
Melbourne is to be found the best of the 
existing embodiments—incarnations—of the 
Social Credit idea in Australia that I have 
this pleasure in addressing you.

I am going to interpret the subject nomi-
nated for this address widely, for a start, 
in order to provide a frame of reference 
for more particular remarks. I want you to 
think of what Social Credit in fact is.

Social Credit is primarily an idea. In the 
platonic sense an idea is defined as an 
eternally existing pattern, of which indi-
vidual things in any class are imperfect 
copies. That is the Concise Oxford Dic-
tionary definition, but I think that "ex-
pressions", or "embodiments", would be 
better descriptions than "copies". For ex-
ample, Economic Democracy, Douglas's first 
book, is not Social Credit itself; it is one 
expression of the idea Douglas had, and 
after that, from time to time he expressed 
the same idea in different ways, empha-
sising different aspects on different occa-
sions, applying this idea to different cir-
cumstances.

I suppose most of us came to Social 
Credit first of all through the technical 
side—financial technique. We could see that 
things in the world were wrong, we could 
see—thanks to Douglas's analysis — how 
they were wrong and we could see how to 
put them right. It seemed that the obvious 
thing to do was to capture the machinery 
of government, and apply our patent cure 
for the ills of Society. We had the same 
touching faith in our ability to set things 
right as have the Socialists — amongst 
whom we must include the Liberals—to-
day.

But, of course, we can't do that any 
more than can the Socialists. —And the 
reason is that Society is an organic and 
living thing. It is no more possible to plan 
Society than to plan a tree—even with a 
Social Credit plan. You can stunt it, or 
prune it, or encourage its growth one way 
or another, or kill it. But you are depen-
dant all the time on the inherent life of 
Society itself, and that life is subject to, or 
rather in accordance with, Laws which, as 
Douglas emphasised, we can discover but 
neither invent nor alter nor circumvent. 
"Society is primarily metaphysical".

Now broadly speaking, Social Credit is 
simply that way of regarding Society—or, 
for that matter, the Universe. And so is 
Christianity. Christianity is concerned with 
the Law of the Love of God; Social Credit 
with the Law of Society.

I believe that the most important spiri-
tual revelation ever disclosed was that the 
nature of God is love. It is quite evident 
that even the slight love of God, and love 
of neighbour, that have so far been realised 
on earth has nevertheless transformed so-
ciety. There is such a thing as Christian 
on, which is different from any other

civilisation past or present of which we 
know. Chinese civilisation, which largely 
embodied Lao-Tse's idea, was similar.

But the Laws, or facts of the universe, 
revealed in Christianity cannot be im-
posed on society. You cannot make a man 
love his neighbour. But as love does replace 
the competition and jealousy and envy 
which seem to be the more primitive rela-
tion of man to man, so society grows, be-
comes, Christian. It is the existence and the 
example and the influence of Christians, 
which make society Christian.

I trust it  is clear to you that I am 
speaking not as a theologian, but as a 
scientist, a sociologist, a Social Crediter, in 
making these remarks about Christianity. 
In my present capacity, I do not, and need 
not, go further than to state what is evi-
dent on inspection, so to speak. After the 
recent outbreak of war, we all know the 
difference between a society impregnated 
with hate, and a society impregnated with 
love, even if the latter is not much in evi-
dence. There are, indeed, only individuals, 
and little societies within Society, inspired 
and living in love.

Now all this has a bearing on the posi-
tion of Social Credit—everywhere. Social 
Credit is, of course, a religion in the sense 
Douglas defined it—"a binding back to 
Reality." Social Credit is in fact a revela-
tion of the nature of Society, and of the 
laws appropriate to that nature. But re-
member that these laws are not inventions 
or impositions; they are statements of per-
ceived facts. They are not statements of 
what "ought" to be, or even guides to con-
duct. What the knowledge of natural laws 
means is that the knower knows what will 
happen if he acts in accordance with them, 
or contrary to them.

Someone once remarked that events be-
haved as if they were in Douglas's pay, or 
words to that effect. And it is true that 
Douglas foresaw with remarkably detailed 
accuracy the general course of events. That 
was because he understood the nature of 
society, and the general laws of that 
nature, and therefore could know whether 
a given policy was in accord or not with 
those laws, and therefore what the result 
would be. This, indeed, is the sort of thing 
that the doctor and the engineer are do-
ing all the time; to the extent that they 
know the nature of the th ing they are 
dealing with, they know what will happen 
next in particular circumstances, and how 
they can co-operate in bringing about a 
desired result out of a number which may 
be possible if some of the circumstances 
can be varied. But I know very well as a 
doctor that I never "cure" anything. The 
body heals itself whenever it is possible; 
and all that a doctor can do is to provide 
what may be lacking to make that process 
possible. Or, knowing what particular thing 
is happening, he may be able to say that 
what is being done is inappropriate to the 
desired result, and to say what the real 
result will be. And so Douglas made it plain 
in his first book, Economic Democracy, that 
disaster would follow the attempt being

made to use Society as the vehicle of the 
will-to-power of a relatively small group of 
men. He said that an imposed pyramidal 
organisation of Society was wrong—wrong 
because it  was contrary to the actual 
nature of Society, and would in consequence 
lead to what it has led to, which is what 
we have now.

I think it is becoming more and more 
clear how entirely secondary the matter 
of financial technique is in relation to this 
matter. As Douglas said, the present finan-
cial system is perfect for its purpose; it  
is the purpose, which is wrong. Those of us 
who have lived now for twenty years or 
so with the idea of the compensated price, 
and in general with the idea of the applica-
tion of financial credit to bring about a 
desired result, know that there is no prob-
lem in financial technique. And so do our 
opponents. I think that they have demon-
strated their complete mastery of financial 
technique in their adaptation of it to the 
changing circumstances of this past twenty 
years when we have been conscious of this 
technique.

I hope this broad but sketchy survey 
helps to show the relationship of the Social 
Credit Movement to the world today, 
which is the subject on which I am invited 
to speak to you tonight.

The Social Credit Movement, then, is a 
group of people who have had revealed to 
them the true, the actual, nature of Society. 
They are united by a sort of credo, which 
has not, so far as I know, ever been made 
explicit, but whose first term would natur-
ally be the belief that Society is primarily 
metaphysical, and that its development is 
organic. Another belief we share is that the 
cultural heritage is the natural and un-
conditional birthright of the individual. 
And, I think, we also share the belief that 
Douglas was one of those men who appear 
only occasionally in the history of man-
kind, to whom is given the power of direct 
insight into the nature of Reality in one 
aspect or another, and whose statements 
about Reality therefore have the force of 
revelation to those "with eyes to see and 
ears to hear."

I think those are our essential beliefs, 
the fundamentals of our philosophy, our 
faith, our credit.

Well, then, as a group of people we exist 
in the world, and towards that world we 
have a policy—the policy of our philosophy 
—and that policy is what is generally 
known as Social Credit. This policy is the 
form that the idea of Social Credit takes in 
the world. It is this policy that leads to 
the organisation and activity of the Social 
Credit Movement. It is this policy that 
leads to the writing of books, the publication 
of periodicals, the giving of addresses, and 
the various endeavours to grow into and 
influence the growth of Society. We 
embody a vital principle, which we wish to 
infuse into society.

These things that we do are not, of 
course, Social Credit itself. Social Credit 
is that "eternally existing idea", while the 
things that we do in the name of Social 
Credit are the more or less imperfect copies 
or, a better word, I think, incarnations, or 
embodiments. "In the beginning was the 
Word."

(Continued on page   4)
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       SO C IA L  C R E D IT  IN  
A U S T R A L IA  A N D  O V E R S E A S
The following address, by Dr. Bryan Monahan, was gi ven to Melbourne 

Social Crediters on December 18, 1953:



(Continued from page 3)

As a group of people we are not alone. 
Society is full of groups of people, organ-
ised by some philosophy, and therefore 
having some policy towards Society. Most 
of these do not directly concern us; but 
some do, very closely. There are those 
whose philosophy is in accord with ours; 
and there are those who are actively op-
posed to us. The latter are those who see 
Society as a medium for the expression of 
their will-to-power.

It seems to me—and here I speak with 
the experience of a medical practitioner—
that the will-to-power is, from a sociologi-
cal viewpoint, the most presently im-
portant practical aspect of human psy-
chology. It seems to be the desire—uncons-
cious no doubt—to impose their ideas on 
others which attracts the great majority of 
politicians to their—what should one call 
it? —calling?

This is a long story, but its telling is not 
suited to this occasion. The short of it is 
that there is a constant supply of people, 
probably unconscious of their motives, who 
are the best possible tools for another 
group of people who are quite conscious of 
what they are doing, and why. The major 
fact we have to face is that there is an 
attempt, by fully self-conscious people, to 
convert, or reconstruct, Society, to a form, 
which places that group in a position 
equivalent to the directing intelligence of a 
single organism. It is the community of 
bees with this difference: that the queen-
bee is to be a group of conscious, knowing, 
organisers; but the "common man" is to be 
reduced to a largely un-self-conscious part 
of the whole. There are, at the present 
time, two large processes going on: the con-
struction of the pyramid of control, and the 
depersonalising of individuals. The former 
is comprised of the various be-lettered In-
ternational Authorities, founded on essen-
tially totalitarian national governments; 
and the latter is carr ied on remorsely 
and the latter is carried on remorselessly 
through the squalid daily Press, and 
various periodicals from comics to The 
Economist and The New Statesman, and 
through broadcasting and television.

Our efforts for the past several years 
have been largely devoted to making that 
situation plain; first of all to understanding 
Douglas's discernment of the facts, and 
then to spreading knowledge of those facts 
to the appropriate quarters—such as they 
are. Until Douglas died, we had his guid-
ance on strategy, and not much else to 
worry about.

With his death, however, we have the 
responsibility of preventing distortion of 
the Social Credit idea as it is manifested 
in Society. During his lifetime there were 
plenty of people who were anxious to con-
vince others that they knew better than 
Douglas what Douglas meant. They were 
a nuisance in confusing the public, but no 
problem to those who knew what Douglas 
was. Where they made confusion, Douglas 
was always there to clarify the picture; 
and in fact he constantly kept the picture
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clear,   mostly   through   notes   or   longer 
articles in "The Social Crediter".

But now we have a situation where any-
one can say "my 'interpretation' of this or 
that is just as good as yours," and then 
go off and endeavour to win public support 
on the best party lines for that 'interpre-
tation'; and, of course, get his own prestige 
involved, so that it becomes a personal 
issue.

There may be occasions for 'interpreta-
tion' of Douglas some time in the future. I 
believe ideas do need re-stating when there 
is a sufficient change from the environment 
in which they first became known. But 
you have only to think of Christianity to 
realise how slow that change is. Mostly we 
find only that we understand more deeply 
the profundity of the sayings of Jesus as 
the world changes and we know more 
about it.

It  is certain that there is no present 
need for us to "interpret". Our task is to 
understand as well as each of us can the 
idea of Social Credit, and to embody that 
idea as perfectly as we can in whatever 
we do that touches on Social Credit; and 
practically that means anything we do "in 
association"—anything from social inter-
course to politics.

There will, of course, be heresies. They 
started, indeed, long ago. Even were it not 
an all-too-human characteristic to differ, 
our enemies—our conscious enemies—
would sow discord and divisions. The Gov-
ernment of Alberta does not receive the 
blessing of the world Press for being truly 
Social Credit! Nor does the Social Credit 
Secretariat receive "the silent treatment" 
for its divergence.

You cannot entrust a real idea to the 
mob. Somebody must be responsible. Doug-
las took the precaution of founding the 
Secretariat, and of bringing it up, so to 
speak, to be responsible for the idea of 
Social Credit. Now I don't think Douglas 
regarded Social Credit as his idea. It was, 
as he put it himself, "a glimpse of Reality" 
—an insight into one aspect of the nature 
of things. And his whole attitude was one 
of responsibility towards that idea. I don't 
think he had any desire to see a Social 
Credit world, except in the sense of seeing 
things "right" instead of wrong. He had 
no personal feelings about the matter, I am 
sure. He had humility. "Not my will, but 
thine be done."

Part of the responsibility, which Doug-
las accepted, was to provide for continued 
responsibility for the idea to which he 
devoted himself. And I really do not see 
how it is possible not to recognise the 
primacy in responsibility of what Douglas 
recognised as the only official body for the 
transmission of what he had to say, and of 
which, indeed, he was himself a part—the 
Advisory Chairman.

Where it is not deliberate and malign, it 
is just sheer bad manners to retain the 
name Social Credit for an activity, which is 
a divergence from what Douglas 
recognised. But malign or bad mannered, it 
is something that can only be faced by the 
existence of a group of people who so far 
as possible have perfected themselves in 
the idea of Social Credit. If we are right, 
if we really do know something at least 
of the way things are, and if we live that 

idea out in our lives, as Douglas did, then we 
are doing all we can.

I think what I have said is not quite 
what I was expected to say. That is because 
I believe that the profoundly important 
thing is the depth of Social Credit, what 
matters is the existence of understanding in-
dividuals.

I think we become socialists and ma-
terialists as soon as we wish in any way 
to impose a Social Credit technique. We 
can never be a Party, seeking power. Our 
task, perhaps, is to keep Parties in their 
place. We should be able, with authority, 
to pronounce on what is right or wrong in 
relation to that part of Reality of which 
we, following Douglas, have caught a 
glimpse.

When Douglas died, we inherited his re-
sponsibility. Whoever truly is a Social 
Crediter, shares that responsibility. But the 
responsibility is centred in the Social Credit 
Secretariat, and concentrated in its Chair-
man.

And finally: to the extent that you, as an 
individual, are truly a Social Crediter, you 
have a Social Credit world. Your relation-
ship with Society is "right"; you know 
where you stand in relation to Society; 
you know how to go about things. You 
must not want, in a personal sense, low 
prices and a dividend. As a Social Crediter, 
your attitude is the attitude of the engi-
neers; that what is to be done must be 
done in accord with the nature of things.

What Douglas was, brought the Social 
Credit Movement into being; what the So-
cial Credit Movement is, will, in due course, 
transform Society.

HEALTH AND ECOLOGY
"Health, which depends more upon food 

than on any other single factor in our 
environment, is a function of our ecology. 
It is something to which everything in the 
environment contributes, but in particular 
the soil environment of the plants which 
ultimately sustain us."

—Sir Stanton Hicks.
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WHAT IS WRONG WITH 

AUSTRALIA?
This book by a former Victorian 

Premier provides a wealth of factual 
material concerning the Communist 
conspiracy in Australia. It is also a 
frightening history of the Communist 
domination of the Australian Trade 
Unions and the influence of the Com-
munists in the Australian Labor 
Party. An excellent reference work for 
anti-Communist workers.

Available from New Times Ltd., Box 
1226L., G.P.O., Melbourne. Price 22/7, 
post-free.



This is the first issue of SOCIAL 
CREDIT—a milestone in the Social Credit 
movement of the utmost significance, but 
one, which, in all probability, will be fully 
appreciated outside the Movement only by 
future students.

We publish this English-language news-
paper—
• Because   there   has   been   no   English-
language   publication   in   Canada to carry
the Social Credit message, present facts in
their proper  focus, and give the news of 
the Social Credit Movement throughout 
Canada and the rest of the world.
• Because   much   confusion   exists in   the
minds of the people regarding Social Credit.
Thus, most   English-language   readers   in
Canada, with no other source of informa-
tion than their daily or weekly papers and
monthly reviews, think of Social Credit as
just   another   political   party  - - a   fourth
political     party, attempting     to     GAIN
POWER in Ottawa.

This is in reality the very antithesis of 
the Social Credit philosophy and policy,

which seeks the distribution of power to the 
individual—the establishment of every man 
in his own rights.

Likewise, the English-language reader is 
under the impression that Social Credit is 
a Western affair—more specifically an Al-
berta "party" which recently gained a foot-
hold in B.C. politics.

Whereas, in reality, by far the strongest 
and most dynamic Social Credit movement 
in Canada is the movement centred on 
VERS DEMAIN covering all the Province 
of Quebec and extending into the French-
speaking sections of Ontario and New 
Brunswick.

But no news, or only distorted news, of 
the growing movement is given in the 
English-language press, which assiduously 
cultivates the wrong idea that no political 
action is worthy of mention unless it be 
electoral politics centred around politicians 
and "parties."
• Because, intentionally or not, papers 
and magazines of wide circulation print 
articles presenting false views of Social 
Credit, thus prejudicing their readers 
against genuine Social Credit promoters. 
The Institute of Political Action has 
undertaken the task and assumed the re-
sponsibility for filling the vacuum. Its 
directors bring to this undertaking their 
experience of fourteen years in the publica-
tion and dissemination of a successful 
Social Credit organ . . .

Do not expect in this paper the promo-
tion of any political party—not even of a 
party, which may use the Social Credit 
label.

The reader should not expect to master 
Social Credit after an issue, or even after 
several issues, of this journal.

Social Credit is too vast to be held in a 
nutshell. Social Credit is a new approach 
to our problems, a fresh viewpoint, a vision 
of a better society which is grasped and 
appreciated by degrees and which perhaps 
as with religion in its true sense, is never 
exhausted . . .

The very chaos of our world of 1953 is 
powerful evidence of a society, which ele-
vates error as truth, and preserves disorder 
as sacred and immutable.

Guided ever by the Christian philosophy, 
we shall fearlessly and relentlessly bring 
the searchlight of reason and reality to 
focus upon many of the "sacred cows" and 
pet  shibboleths of both economic and 
financial orthodoxy, as well as upon the 
Satanic web of Marxism.

We may approach Social Credit primarily 
from its economic side. But the reader 
will see gradually, in relation to his appli-
cation, the other aspects and implications 
of Social Credit: a society more in con-
formity (rather than a war) with Natural 
Law; a new and more abundant way of 
life—and all within the reach of man if

League of Rights 
Radio Talks

The Director of the Victorian 
League of Rights, Mr. Eric Butler, 
is giving a weekly commentary over 
the following Victorian radio 
stations:
3BA Ballarat, Monday, 10.10 p.m.
3MA Mildura, Tuesdays, 10 p.m.
2WB Warmambool, Tuesdays, 10.10 

p.m.
3UL Warragul, Tuesdays, 10.10 p.m.
3GL   Geelong,   Wednesdays,   10.25 

p.m.
3HA Hamilton, Fridays, 9.55 p.m.
3TR   Sale,   Fridays,   9.55   p.m.
3SH Swan Hill, Saturdays, 9.15 p.m.

only a sufficient number of men of light 
and spirit decide to take action in the right 
direction.

THIS JOURNAL WILL ENDEAVOUR 
TO BRING BOTH LIGHT AND INSPIR-
ATION — THE PREREQUISITES OF 
ANY EFFECTIVE ACTION . . .

Of course, the paper will bring you the 
news of the Social Credit movement (not 
party), far and wide, on all continents 
where the seed is carried.

Social Credit knows no frontier. It is, 
philosophically speaking, a "universal." 
This great truth was discovered, and care-
fully defined, by a Scotsman of genius, the 
late Major C. H. Douglas.

And once Social Credit has taken hold 
of you, as it were, you cannot reject it 
without feeling guilty of apostasy; you 
cannot ignore or hide the message without 
feeling guilty of robbing your brother of 
an enrichment to which he is entitled. 
After your religion, Social Credit will be-
come the dominant force in your life.
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CANADA'S NEW SOCIAL 
CREDIT PAPER

Vers Demain," journal of the dynamic French-Canadian Social 
Credit Movement, has made a big impact upon French-speaking 
Canadians. It now has a circulation of nearly 50,000. Now the Institute of 
Political Action in Montreal, which controls "Vers Demain", has decided 
that the time has come to launch a Canadian Social Credit Journal in 
English. This journal will be similar to "Vers Demain", and is called "Social 
Credit". The new journal is editorially announced as follows: —

OUR SHAM DEMOCRACY
9d. Posted

By James Guthrie, B.Sc.
This important book should be in 

the hands of all those who are con-
cerned about the manner in which 
the parliamentary system has been per-
verted and used to further policies 
which progressively enslave the in-
dividual.

In a penetrating examination of 
the present voting system, Mr. 
Guthrie shows how the "majority 
vote racket" has been used to destroy 
the rights of minorities. It is not 
genuine democracy for Governments 
elected by a majority of electors to 
have unrestricted powers to do as 
they like until an election removes 
them from office.
The author demonstrates how the 

basis of democracy must be local, 
decentralised government, which can 
be effectively controlled by the in-
dividual. He deals with the menace 
of centralised Government and the dis-
astrous results, which always stem 
from it. Constructive suggestions are 
made for making genuine democracy 
a reality. "Our Sham Democracy" is 
one of the most fundamental and im-
portant books to come from the pen 
of an Australian Social Credit 
writer.

Order from New Times Ltd., 
Box   1226L., G.P.O., Melbourne.

A TRIBUTE
We, the friends of Pat Keogh 

(affectionately known to us as "The Slif") 
would like to pay this tribute to his 
memory. We could not have wished for a 
finer or nobler friend imbued as he was 
with Christian humility and steadfast 
faith. We will always remember the many 
hours of both labour and leisure we spent 
with him, hours, which were made 
joyful by his presence.

We who loved "The Slif" now 
mourn him.

Inserted by: John Browne, Ron 
McDonald, Kevin Keogh, Bill Man-
jiviona, Peter Engleman, Bob Caleo 
Mervyn Bassett and Jim Marsh.
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ANOTHER DEPRESSION?
In recent months there has been considerable speculation about the 

possibility of another worldwide depression, starting in the U.S.A. Mr. 
Colin Clark is the most prominent exponent of the theory that during 
1954 America will suffer a major depression, which will automatically 
affect all other countries outside the Iron Curtain. While we have on 
occasions found ourselves in agreement with Mr. Clark on some matters, 
we also find that, like most economists, he rarely deals with the basic 
issue of credit policy and its effect upon economic conditions. Most of 
those speculating about another major depression confine themselves 
to asking whether consumer demand will decrease so much that there 
will be business failures and unemployment. Rarely is the question asked, 
"Why should consumer demand decrease?"

It is true that there is now tacit admission that consumer demand 
depends upon the credit policy being pursued. But it is also an alarming 
fact that the individual is being increasingly conditioned to accept the 
view that a depression can only be avoided by big Socialist public work 
schemes. President Eisenhower has made it clear that his planners are 
not lagging in their preparations for big-scale planning which will be 
used to offset any depression. No doubt President Eisenhower would be 
startled to be told that although elected to lead an anti-Socialist 
Republican Administration, he is in fact accepting the Socialist blueprint 
for the New Order.

If the controllers of policy are proposing to initiate another 
depression, they must feel confident that such a depression would permit 
them to stampede the people into accepting further regimentation. A 
depression would be a gift to the Communists and would probably result 
in violent revolutionary activities. On the other hand, another depression 
would focus attention upon the policy of credit monopoly and enable 
strong opposition to be mobilised against it. It was undoubtedly the 
public opposition to the effects of a policy of credit restriction, which 
forced the Menzies-Fadden Government to reverse the policy they 
initiated after the 1951 Federal Elections.

There is not the slightest doubt that the planners everywhere have 
learnt a lot about the manipulation of credit policy in recent times. Our 
opinion is that they will endeavour to use their knowledge to impose the 
complete Monopoly State without arousing too much opposition in the 
process. The threat of war has been a powerful weapon for use against 
those who would not accept centralised control. And the threat of a 
depression is being skilfully used in exactly the same way. The greatest 
danger to the individual is the policy of gradual control being imposed. 
Credit will be expanded for the purpose of bringing the individual more 
and more under centralised control.

Our fear is not that increasing financial credit will not be made 
available, but that this credit will only be made available upon condition 
that the individual progressively surrenders more of his rights and 
liberties. The future independence of the individual can never be assured 
until the control of credit is wrested from the monopolists and placed 
under the control of the individual. The future of the free society 
depends upon how this basic issue is resolved.

Perversion
A certain medical man, a founder-mem-

ber of the Soil Association, casting about 
for some method of advancing the theories 
of the biological relationship between Soil, 
Plant, Animal and Man, decided to endow 
a series of lectures to present this point of 
view.

The objectives stated in the Deed of En-
dowment were: —"Food, Life and Health; 
or the biological relationship between soil, 
plant, animal and man, and the signs and 
symptoms of disturbance in this biological 
relationship, including investigation of 
rheumatism and psoriasis."

Thought of as "Health through proper 
feeding," most of us housewives will find 
this attitude quite understandable; in fact, 
a friend of mine recently said, referring to 
an ailing youngster, "What she wants is 
some kitchen medicine." Yet, on the other 
hand, a young woman I know who has been 
attending hospital for long and complicated 
treatment was never once asked about her 
diet, nor was any advice on this important 
matter ever tendered.

Now one lecture in this series, given 
under the auspices of a famous university, 
turned out to be little more than an adver-
tisement for chemical industries. Another 
lecturer, at an equally famous medical 
school, did precisely the same, the central 
theme, "Signs and symptoms of disturb-
ances in this biological relationship," being 
barely touched upon.

There is no doubt that any university or 
any medical school is fully entitled to put 
forward any theory, or present any point 
of view. The question, however, is: —If an 
endowment is accepted, is it not proper that 
the terms laid down should be scrupulously 
adhered to, not only in the letter but in the 
spirit also? If the faculty were not in 
agreement with the aspect of preventive
medicine that these lectures were meant to 
illustrate, they could have refused the en-
dowment, although, Heaven knows, preven-
tive medicine could do with more, not less, 
attention, the present 'Health' Service hav-
ing set us back in that respect some thirty 
years or more.

This prompts a further question. What 
is the underlying reason for the turning of 
these lectures from the purpose for which 
they were intended?

The third question and the most serious 
is: —To what extent is the pressure of the 
big industrial concerns on the universities 
and hospitals, through finance, responsible 
for the present unsatisfactory state of af-
fairs? When—and if—we get an answer to 
that question, many things will be made 
plain. Is it game to the highest bidder? 
Or does winner take all? —Joyce Mew, in 
"Housewives Today," July 1953.

BETTER REPRODUCTION
"Better reproduction can come only as we 
minister to the soil, which is the source of 
the entire process of creation." 

—William A. Albrecht.
(University of Missouri)
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unfair; if left alone it will continue to 
provide employment in the face of all 
scientific progress, even at the cost of a 
universal world-war, in which not only all 
possible production would be destroyed, but 
such remnants of the world's population as 
are left will probably be reduced to the 
meagre production of the Middle Ages.

Considered as a mechanism for distribut-
ing goods, however, the existing financial 
system is radically defective. In the first 
place, it does not provide enough purchasing 
power to buy the goods, which are produced..

I do not wish to enter at any great length 
into the analysis of why this is so, because 
it is always a matter of some heated con-
troversy. I have, however, no hesitation 
whatever in asserting not only that it is 
so, but that the fact that it is so is the 
central fact of the existing economic sys-
tem, and that unless it is dealt with no 
other reforms are of any use whatever.

And the second feature of equal import-
ance is that considerably less than the 
available number of individuals, working 
with modern tools and processes, can pro-
duce everything that the total population 
of the world, as individuals, can use and 
consume, and that this situation is progres-
sive, that is to say, that year by year a 
smaller number of individuals can usefully 
be employed in economic production.

To summarise the matter, the principles 
which must govern any reform of the 
financial system, which will at one and the 
same time avoid catastrophe, and re-
orientate world economic policy along the 
lines of the third alternative, are three 
in number: —

1. That the cash credits of the popula-
tion of any country shall at any moment be
collectively   equal   to    the   collective   cash
prices   for consumable   goods for sale   in
that country, and such cash credits shall
be cancelled on the purchase of goods for
consumption.

2. That the credits required to finance
production shall be supplied, not from sav-
ings, but be new credits relating to new
production.

3. That the distribution of cash credits
to individuals shall   be progressively   less
dependent upon   employment.    That is   to
say, that the dividend shall progressively
displace the wage and salary.

I may conclude by a few remarks on the 
position of the banks, in respect of this 
situation. It is becoming fairly well under-
stood that the banks have the control of 
the issue of purchasing power to a very 
large extent in their hands. The complaint, 
which is levelled at the banks, is generally 
that they pay too large a dividend. Now 
curiously enough, in my opinion, almost the 
only thing, which is not open to destructive 
criticism about the banks, is their dividend.

DIET DOES IT
By GAYELORD HAUSER  . . . .   19/8
This is the latest book by this famous 

author, and will be a valuable aquisi-
tion by those who desire to maintain 
their health by natural d ietary 
methods.

Their dividend goes to shareholders and is 
purchasing-power, but their enormous con-
cealed profits, a small portion of which 
goes in immensely redundant bank premises, 
etc., do not provide purchasing-power for 
anyone, and merely aggrandise banks as 
banks.

But the essential point in the position 
of banks, which is so hard to explain, and 
which is grasped by so few people, is that 
their true assets are not represented by 
anything actual at all, but are represented 
by the difference between a society func-
tioning under centralised and restricted 
credit and a free society unfettered by 
financial restrictions.

To bring that perhaps somewhat vague 
generalisation into a more concrete form, 
the true assets of banks collectively consist 
of the difference between the total amount 
of legal tender, or Government money, 
which exists, and the total amount of bank 
credit money, not only which does exist, 
but which might exist, and which is kept 
out of existence by the fiat of the banking 
executive.

An American
Business Woman

Challenges Taxation
Robbery

"As in the life of each individual there 
occasionally comes a moment of grave de-
cision, so in the life of a free nation comes 
a significant moment, fraught with fearful 
consequences. We have reached such a 
moment in our development. Free peoples 
preserve their freedom and rid themselves 
of tyranny only by resistance and by break-
ing the law. We have a country because 
our forefathers defied a tyrant and broke 
the law.

"They broke tax laws. Rather than pay 
a tax they threw the tea into the harbour. 
They refused to pay a stamp tax. They 
poured their whisky down the drain rather 
than pay a tax on it. An American is 
aroused indeed, when he will sacrifice his 
liquor! Every man who signed the Declara-
tion of Independence was a lawbreaker and 
a rebel. He broke the law, but he founded 
a nation. Thousands of patriotic Ameri-
can men and women spirited Negro slaves 
across the Canadian border.
"They broke the law but they freed a 
race. Thoreau, one of our most revered 
and honoured philosophers, refused to pay 
a tax and went to prison. He broke the 
law and went to prison. He broke the law 
but he saved his honour, and while in 
prison, he wrote that immortal document 
'Civil Disobedience.' It was the reading 
of 'Civil Disobedience’, which determined 
the whole course of Ghandi's life. Brave 
American women suffered humiliation and 
imprisonment when they dared to defy the 
Government. They broke the law but they 
won the vote and freedom for their sex . . .
“Unjust and tyrannical laws always 

breed contempt and evasion. Just as 
millions of Americans made and sold, and 
drank liquor under prohibition, so today 
millions of Americans are lying, and cheat-

ing, and evading the income tax. It is no 
more possible to enforce the income tax 
law than it was to enforce the prohibition 
law. We couldn't plug those liquor leaks 
and we can't plug these tax leaks. We are 
losing billions of dollars in unpaid taxes 
and the basis of business is rapidly shifting 
from credit to cash.

"Everything from apartment houses to 
fur coats is being sold for cash. We have 
become a nation of tax collectors, tax 
evaders and craven cowards. So, he who 
is without sin, let him cast the first stone.

"The whole country is confused and dis-
couraged, no longer is there incentive and 
ambition to work, to achieve success, and 
to set aside savings for the future. Bom-
barded by ceaseless propaganda, robbed of 
his just earnings, the average American is 
like the worm ready to turn. All over this 
land there is one burning topic of con-
versation—taxes. A ground swell of seeth-
ing resentment is growing into a tidal wave 
that may well engulf the tax planners, the 
tax grabbers and all their kind.
"Americans will bear a lot and are slow to 
anger but as this treasonable plot to sell 
us out unfolds before their eyes, they realize 
that this is not the ordinary, corruption, 
mismanagement and bad government we 
have known in other periods of our 
history. This is something far more sinister. 
"The destruction of the capitalistic system 
by increasingly heavy income taxes is the 
purest Marxian doctrine, and Lenin 
followed his great teacher, when in 1924, he 
declared that the United States would 
spend itself into destruction. We are 
becoming aware that these ruinous taxes 
are not accidental, they are not even a 
result of the war; they have been deliber-
ately saddled upon our backs as a part of 
a plot of the Communists to take us over. 
Bankruptcy and national suicide stare us 
in the face.

"How much longer are we going to 
take it? Is there no more good, old-
fashioned American courage, or have we 
become a nation of spineless jellyfish? Are 
we worthy of the sacrifices of our fore-
fathers or are we the silly suckers the 
rest of the world think us? There is no 
time to lose. We must strike now. We are 
the Government.

"We, the people, are still the strongest 
thing in our country and we can still get 
what we want. We just have to want it 
hard enough. We have fought and won a 
global war to free the whole world and 
have succeeded only in bringing chaos and 
misery to that world and in making tax 
slaves of ourselves."

—Extract from an address by Mrs. 
Vivian Hellens, an American 
businesswoman who defied the American 
taxation colossus by refusing to withhold 
income tax from the pay envelope of 
employees.

REAL SCIENCE
"The crucial test of real scientific achieve-

ment is whether it recognizes and respects 
the supremacy of Mother Earth, or 
ignorantly attempts to substitute the false 
for the true."

—Sid Albert Howard.
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THE COW AHEAD OF THE
PLOUGH

By WILLIAM A. ALBRECHT, Ph.D.,
Chairman, Dept. of Soils, University of Missouri

The art of agriculture, that is, agriculture in pra ctice, is old.   
The science of it, namely, the understanding of the  principles 
underlying the practice, is relatively new. The art  has come to us slowly 
through the ages under guidance of the quiet but se vere forces of 
evolution.   Each long-lived practice is a case of survival by the 
strength of its recognized service.

weeds are not so much a particular plant 
species of bad repute within the vegetable 
kingdom. Rather, weeds are any plants 
making too little of nutritional value to 
tempt her to eat them for it . She lets 
them grow taller and tolerates the degree 
of her own starvation required to do so.
Recently a case came to our attention in 
which a herd of beef cattle was regularly 
going through knee-deep bluegrass and 
white clover on a virgin prairie, never 
fertilized and never plowed, to graze out 
the formerly well-fertilized abandoned corn 
field of cockle burs, briars, nettles, and a 
host of plant species considered our worst 
weeds. Most of them were the kind that

(Continued on page 9)

The science of agriculture has not been 
under test so long. It has often changed the 
art of agriculture. These changes were 
most pronounced where the natural re-
sources, particularly the fertility of the 
soil, were ample to pay for, or cover, the 
costs of the mistakes connected with those 
changes.

Our westward march across the United 
States, to deeper, more fertile soils, has 
perhaps not impressed you as a case in 
question. We have not realised that bounti-
ful soil fertility may have covered the 
costs of our errors in understanding the 
fundamental scientific facts of agriculture. 
Too much ploughing, when we once recog-
nised what the plough can do, and the 
resultant dust bowl, were only a temporary 
disturbance where the surface soil was 
so deep. A second dust bowl in the same 
place, however, might be a permanent dis-
aster, if it should be the equal in severity 
of the first one.
The costs cannot be paid repeatedly by 
losses of this natural resource, namely, the 
soil. A science of agriculture given to 
direction from one centre, and under 
national emergencies—apt to be over-
emphasised if not even propagandised— 
has left abandoned farms, and exhausted 
soils at the rate of one per family per 
generation in its wake of westward travel. 
The art of agriculture has been more per-
manent, and less "progressive" if those are 
the costs of such distinction. The slower 
art of agriculture put the cow ahead of the 
plough. The science of agriculture, given 
to more speed, put the plough ahead of the 
cow. Cannot that science give more lasting 
profit to its agriculture by keeping the cow, 
our foster mother, ahead of us in our 
vision as the reason for having any plough? 
Primitive agriculture used the flocks and 
the herds, not the plough, as its symbol. 
Primitive agriculture was nomadic. It 
became a settled or a fixed one on those 
soils to which the cow had led the way. 
She served as the chemist assaying the
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soil fertility growing the forage that fed 
her and her owner. She had no fences to 
restrain her. She chose to graze on those 
soils fertile enough to make the satisfying 
feed of her contentment. She was not only 
ahead of the plough, she was ahead of the 
fence and other kinds of machinery that 
disregard her physiology, her nutrition in 
their designs according to the modern 
science of agriculture which is emphasising 
economics, systems, politics, and all else 
except the nutrition of animals and man 
for their good health.

Some simple observations may prompt 
us to ask ourselves some questions and to 
stimulate our thinking about the soil as it 
provides all that the cow would need to 
have coming from it, and whether a soil 
needs to meet only the limited requirements 
of being just something to be ploughed, or 
to be manipulated by other agricultural 
machinery. Forages grazed by the cow 
have been called "grass" and "hay." They 
have been something to be cut with a 
mower or chopped, baled, stored in the 
barn, and measured as tons of dry matter. 
More machinery to reduce the labour re-
quirements of the farmer has been guiding 
the production of grasses and hays, when, 
in our humble opinion, that effort should 
be guided with the concern for more fertil-
ity in the soil for better nutrition of the 
cow by means of those feeds. The 
machinery has become primary in the 
agricultural picture. The cow has become 
secondary, if one can judge by the grow-
ing tractor population in contrast to the 
cow population.

When the plants we call "weeds" grow 
tall in the pasture while others are grazed 
closely and seem to be growing shorter, 
this is, regularly considered a call for the 
mowing machine to fight the weeds. In-
stead when weeds "take" the pasture, that 
ought to be viewed as a case in which the 
cow is giving a new definition for the word 
"weeds." Careful observations of her be-
haviour should raise the question in our 
minds whether she would suggest hormone 
sprays for the fight on weeds on a national 
scale. She is apparently telling us that
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are under legislative bans against distribu-
tion of their seeds. Here the cows were 
contradicting our plant classification. They 
were disregarding what we offered as sup-
posedly good grazing in the form of the 
bluegrass, and were going the greater dis-
tance to consume the plants we have always 
called weeds and even noxious ones. Such 
was their choice, though only when the 
weeds were growing on more fertile soil. 
These cows would scarcely recommend the 
use of hormone sprays to kill certain plant 
species we classify as weeds. They would 
recommend more fertile soils instead. Then, 
apparently, no plants would be called 
"weeds" by them.

When the cow breaks through the fence, 
is it her objective merely to get on the 
other side? A careful consideration of such 
cow behaviour points out that she is not 
going from one of our fields to another one, 
both of which have had the fertility of the 
soil exhausted to a low level. Instead she 
is going from one of those areas of our 
neglected soil fertility to the railroad right-
of-way, or to the public highway. She is 
going to where the soils are still near the 
virgin, fertile condition. These soils have 
not been mined of their nutrient stores. 
When as agricultural leaders, possibly 
agricultural scientists we plea for better 
fences to save valuable meat or milk animals 
from violent traffic deaths, is this not a 
failure to see the cow ahead of the plough. 
It is not a case of putting the plough too 
far ahead of the cow?

On the Coastal Plains soils of the South, 
the automobile tourist is constantly con-
fronted with the hazard of colliding with 
cattle crossing the highway pavement. 
They are not casual inhabitants there. 
They must be regular highway grazers. 
There are permanent highway signs to 
give warning of "cattle at large." These 
animals come out of the "Piney Woods" 
seemingly for miles on either side to graze 
this "chosen" strip of forage.

In spite of the punishable offence of 
killing one of them, many cattle in the 
South are accidentally destroyed annually 
by the traffic. The high death toll results 
because the cows insist on grazing, not at 
some distance from the pavement, but

right along its very edge on the grassy 
margin no wider than about one foot from 
the traffic way. There the calcium, possibly 
other plant nutrient elements, in the con-
crete mixture, diffusing through the ad-
jacent soil or being taken by root contact 
of no more distant plants, apparently con-
tributes a quality of feed the cows recog-
nise and relish beyond that on any other 
part of the highway shoulder or the sur-
rounding territory in the woods.

With the cow grazing so close to the 
pavement's edge, and crossing so often to 
the other edge or side, she certainly is a 
serious hazard to the motorist. But she is 
a much larger hazard to herself. The 
larger number of fatalities to the cows as 
one of the two parties involved testifies 
accordingly. Here the mechanics of our 
well developed system of transportation 
run not only ahead of, but counter to and 
in conflict with, the ancient agricultural 
art of letting this beast go out to select 
her own grazing under her judgment of its 
nutritional values reflecting the fertility of
the soil growing it. While the machinery 
(the automobile more than the plough, in 
this case) is going ahead, the cow is not 
necessarily following it. She is being ex-
terminated more often than the motorist, 
uninformed, as he is of the forces respons-
ible for bringing the dumb beast as well as 
himself into this death-dealing situation.

We have been prone to ridicule the 
simpler arts of agriculture in the older 
countries, and the older civilizations where 
the plow and other modern agricultural 
machinery followed rather than preceded 
the cow. Just now we are engaged — on an 
almost international scale—in educational 
activities, savouring of a missionary nature, 
and aimed to bring these ancient agricul-
tures up-to-date, at least in agricultural 
mechanics for mining their soil fertility. 
We are unmindful of the fact that in these 
older countries the agriculture was always 
highly pastoral. The arable agriculture 
never dominated so highly as we know it 
here, if the European manure pile in the 
front yard or the tank wagon flowing its 
liquid manure on the pastures and 
meadows dare to be considered as reliable 
indicators.

For us in the United States the plough has 
always been ahead of the cow.    The 
plough has been agriculture's emblem. Ar-
able agriculture and not pastoral has regu-
larly been dominant. This was not so unex-
pectable   in   the   age   of   farm   machinery 
development, of more internal combustion 
engines, and of labor-relieving devices.    It 
was the most expectable on soils, contain-
ing great stores of reserve fertility.    Our 
soils were of most extensive areas, very 
level topography, silty texture coming with 
windblown origins, high fertility in terms 
of its exchangeable forms on the clay, and 
rich in ready reserves of nutrients in the 
silt minerals brought as ample varieties 
from the arid West.    Such soils naturally 
invited the plough and all kinds of machin-
ery.  Soil conditions of this type are natural 
temptations to convert them into cash crops 
even for city suitcase farmers who would 
gladly escape the routine and daily work 
of milking cows and hauling manure.
Now that (a) the seriousness of erosion is 
being recognised; (b) the areas of fertile

soils to be so easily exploited are gone; 
(c) the fertility decline is becoming appar-
ent after being hidden for so long under 
crop juggling; (d) the problem of protein 
supplements as animal feed and many of 
the troubles in animal production are being 
traced back to the soil and not alone to the 
feed store, and the veterinarian; and (e) 
we are saddled with the responsibility of 
being Santa Claus for a much more inflated 
and hungrier world; we are coming to talk 
about less plough and more cow as means to 
save the soil and to give us more meat 
and more milk.

While all these problems are too readily 
attributed to possible irregularities, in 
economic and social arrangements, we are 
reluctantly coming to see the fertility of 
the soil underneath the whole picture. It 
was through the plough that we led the 
cow to soils contrary to her choice of the 
fertility there. The plow held her there 
just as the fence confines her to the deficient 
fertility in the pastures, which are 
growing weeds in place of feed. In similar 
manner, our technologies of engineering 
have extended agriculture in its many 
forms of so-called "crop specialisation" 
that are in reality cropping limitations be-
cause of limited soil fertility. Cotton 
farming is a case, sugar-cane farming is 
another, forestry another, all of which are 
special kinds of farming that occur on 
soils of which the fertility would not entice 
the cow, and of which her assay would 
declare them too deficient to support her 
with good nourishment.
Under the prevailing agricultural criterion 
of more bushels and more tons, we have 
taken to searching for new crops, whenever 
a tried one began to fail.     Instead, we 
should have been building up the soil 
fertility to nourish the failing one.     The 
cow has never judged crop values accord-
ing to crop pedigree.   She has been telling 
us by her choices of the same plant in
different places that the crop pedigree does 
not determine its chemical composition or 
its nutritional values for her.   She does not 
follow the textbooks on feeds and feeding, 
accepting average values of chemical com-
position and digestibility per plant species 
with no mention of the wide variation in 
these respects within the same species.  She 
more than the textbook is   reminding us that 
variations in composition mount to as 
much as a thousand or two thousand per 
cent, according as the crop is grown on soils 
of differing fertility.   Surely the cow that is 
eating these variable samples of the same   
crop   isn’t taking   them   all   at   the 

(Continued on page 12)
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Professor Albrecht of the University of 
Missouri recently said, "What is soil after 
all? It is a temporary rest-stop while the 
rock is on its way to the sea." That is, 
the rock gradually forms into soil, which 
is washed by erosion into the bottom of 
the seas where over a period of millions of 
years, it will harden again into rock.

Rocks are porous—more so than can be 
noticed with the naked eye. They therefore 
absorb water, which upon the alternate 
action of heat and cold, with expansion 
and contraction, causes a crumbling, and 
a breaking. Running water and the action 
of glaciers moving over the rocks soften 
and grind them. These continuing actions 
keep grinding, breaking down and disin-
tegrating them into finer and finer pow-
dery masses. The action of the carbonic 
acid gas, which enters the water from the 
air, helps with its acidic solvent action to 
soften the rock.

Practically none of these rocks contain 
nitrogen—in fact practically no rocks today 
contain nitrogen, which is in the air and 
in the soil. But, in order for p lants to 
grow they must have some of this element. 
The rocks contain all the minerals needed 
for plant growth, but nitrogen had to come 
from the air at the beginning of the pro-
cess of formation of soil. The air, con-
taining 78 percent, nitrogen, had more than 
enough for that purpose.

It is important in this study to attempt 
to understand how the first organic matter 
might have been created. Science does not 
know for certain, and there are many 
theories extant about it. It is all tied up
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scale land planning and hydro-
electric schemes, but reveals 
them as part of a worldwide 
conspiracy designed to drive the 
individual down the scale of 
human existence. Foreword by 
Major C. H. Douglas.

Price, 9/-Including 
Postage.
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with carbon, for carbon is the principle 
constituent of organic matter. It is certain 
however, that even before the simplest 
lichens and mosses could have grown there 
must have been bacteria or enzymes to aid 
them, and since the latter consist of organic 
matter they represent an early existence of 
life.

But evidently organic matter was in 
existence before life, for bacteria and 
enzymes were no doubt created out of 
organic matter, although it was an inferior 
dead type. It lacked the living qualities 
given to it by enzymes, bacteria and fungi. 
The organic matter no doubt came into 
existence first, obtaining its carbon from 
the atmosphere by means of electric" and 
lightning discharges. Eventually enzymes 
appeared, a crude sort, which could not 
regenerate themselves. Later there were 
evolved self-regenerating enzymes, and then 
bacteria. Millions of years must have 
passed between each stage from enzyme to 
self-regenerating enzyme to bacteria.

The evolution of the development of plant 
life was an elaborate, long-time process, 
taking millions of years of time. The first 
types of plant that was able to grow were 
extremely simple ones, such as the lichens 
and the mosses that grew on the face of 
the rocks. The requirements for susten-
ance were not too great. In helping them 
to grow, certain bacteria, which had already 
come into existence, took a prominent part, 
feeding upon the minerals that were in the 
rock and nitrogen from the air. It is cer-
tain that bacteria came before the lichens 
and the mosses. As these lichens and 
mosses died, their remains were the first 
source of organic matter, outside, of course, 
of the tissues of dead bacteria. The re-
mains of such dead lichens and mosses 
mixed with the minuscule rock fragments, 
becoming soil. Thus the soil was a mixture 
of rock particles and organic matter.

During the process of decay of the lichens 
and the mosses, certain substances were 
given off such as carbonic acid and other 
humus types of acid, which worked upon 
the rock to make more mineral food avail-
able for the future plants. The action of 
air and carbonic acid on the rock particles 
and on the organic matter turned the sub-
stances dark, which is characteristic of the 
formation of humus. Soon there was suffi-
cient soil so that plants higher up in the 
scale of plant life could live, and by that 
inexorable process of slow evolution in 
living matter ferns came into existence 
and could grow. Over millions of years 
of slow evolution, still higher plants began 
to evolve such as grasses and shrubs. 
Finally trees began to grow.

The soil consisted primarily of weathered 
rock fragments, water, organic matter and 
dusts, which fell upon it from the air. 
The lightning charged nitrogen into it. The

rains washed nitrogen and other elements 
into it. Soil bacteria extracted nitrogen 
from the air. But basically you can visu-
alize the soil as being made up mainly 
of weathered rock particles and organic 
matter, closely associated and mixed to-
gether.

In the rocks the various elements are 
safely diffused by nature, so that there is 
no dangerous concentration in one place of 
substances, which may assume the quality 
of a poison when concentrated in one spot. 
Acids are sometimes employed in chemical 
fertilizers. But in natural soil, where there 
may be formed the same acids, they are 
usually present in extremely small quanti-
ties. In the case of the trace mineral 
elements which are required in such small 
amounts as only three or four parts per 
million, it is dangerously easy to oversupply 
them by indiscriminate application in 
chemical compound form, and damage can 
result.

In a chemical fertilizer, after the plant 
takes up what it needs, unneeded residues 
pile up in the soil, such as chlorides, sodas 
and sulphur. They would not be dangerous 
if they were diffused properly as nature 
does in rocks. There are some rocks, which 
may contain certain elements in too large 
a quantity, but then they would not be 
recommended for use as a ground rock 
fertilizer.

This "diffusion" principle, which is a 
valuable device used by nature, can be 
described by citing how a fish swims in 
ocean water which has all these minerals 
contained in rocks. It  can exist safely 
in such waters. But should something 
happen to make some of the elements con-
centrate in one place, it would become 
poisonous and the fish would die. This dif-
fusion principle is an important one in the 
general study of the organic method. Both 
in organic matter and in rocks, all the ele-
ments and compounds are safely diffused 
throughout the mass.
In the organic method of gardening, we 
attempt to feed the soil in such a manner 
that its natural constitution is not 
disturbed, basing our procedures and tech-
niques on a study of the make-up of the 
soil. Now that we know how it was 
originally formed, we can better under-
stand what kind of food will suit it best. 
We have learned that the soil is made up 
of inorganic minerals formed from rock 
fragments. It also contains organic matter, 
water and air. Those are its four basic 
elements. Therefore, it is not unreasonable 
to believe that if we restore the used up 
mineral and organic matter and if we see 
to it that there is an adequacy of water 
and air, the fertility of the soil will con-
tinue to maintain itself. The great forests, 
the huge groves of trees and masses of 
vegetation which we know exist unaided by 
man, are growing within the scope of this 
simple formula — straight, unadulterated 
mineral matter, organic matter, water and 
air. The great redwood trees of the west-
ern coast, which tower into the clouds, can 
depend on nothing more than these four 
things.

Incidentally, mineral matter can exist 
independent of and separate from organic 
matter, but that is not true of organic mat-
ter. The latter always has within it some 
minerals, and no matter how much you 
may compost it, no matter to what extent 
a leaf may be turned into humus

(Continued on page   11)

HOW TO BE AN ORGANIC 
GARDENER

By J. I. RODALE
Originally the earth was one mass of rock, there being no plants of any 

kind or soil. The rock was the parent, the precursor of the soil as we know it 
today. Through the action of certain agencies, part of this rock was 
transformed into soil. Over millions of years this rock has been 
"weathering", that is, decomposing by the action of hot and cold air, 
winds, rains, fogs, the movement of glaciers and by climatic changes.
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by process of decay, the organic matter will 
always contain some inorganic minerals. 
They evidently work together in the pro-
cesses of nutrition—one acting as an aid 
to the other. It is only when man comes 
along and sets fire to a pile of leaves, 
forming an ash, that the mineral portion 
becomes isolated, for organic matter is 
allergic to fire, whereas mineral matter is 
not. Setting fire to organic matter residues, 
or burning over land, is a thing, which the 
organic gardener never does.

In the organic method we pattern our 
practices and culture after nature. Organic 
matter is always used together with the 
inorganic, or the mineral rock powders. 
We do not use the concentrated, manu-
factured and synthesized compounds known 
as chemical fertilizers, for they are not 
natural to the soil's make-up. They are 
possible disturbing elements, foreigners, so 
to speak in the soil's metabolic activities. 
The soil wants the equivalent of ham and 
eggs—not chemical pill shot-in-the-arms.

Let us look at the soil, an ideal one 
being made up about as follows:

organic matter   ..........................       5%
minerals ........................................      45%
water .............................................      25%
air..................................................      25%

  100%
But much of our land today, due to our 
system of intensive cropping, and failure 
to   replace   the   used-up   organic matter,
would look something like this:

organic matter    .......................          1%
minerals (normal type) ..............        35%
water ............................................        15%
air .................................................        15%
minerals (abnormal) ...................         34%

   100%
What do we mean by abnormal minerals? 

They are minerals that are ordinarily pre-
sent in reasonable amounts, but when 
chemical fertilizers are employed, they pile 
up in dangerous quantities. A small amount

may be desirable, a large quantity may 
cause trouble, like iodine in the human 
system.

As an example, superphosphate, a com-
mon artificial fertilizer, is used for its 
phosphorus content. But by a chemical 
process an equal amount of sulphuric acid 
is put into it, merely to give it the quality 
of solubility, so that it becomes immedi-
ately "available" to a plant as food. The 
plant roots are somewhat discriminating, 
however. They require a great deal of 
phosphorus but little of sulphur. There-
fore the sulphur content increases tremend-
ously, adding to the store of abnormal 
minerals.

Now in the soil there are two separate 
forces at work — the chemical and the 
biological, the latter consisting of living 
microorganisms such as bacteria, fungi, 
actinomycetes, yeasts, etc. The presence of 
sulphur causes a certain bacteria, the 
sulphur reducing type, to work upon it  
and to break it from its compound form. 
But in doing so, these bacteria, in order 
to obtain energy, have to feed on organic 
matter, depleting it seriously. That is one 
of the reasons, as shown in the last table, 
why the store of the soil's organic matter 
could easily become exhausted. Other 
artificial fertilizers also leave unwanted 
and dangerous chemical residues, which act 
in unexpected ways to hurt the soil. These 
are chlorides and soda. The chlorides re-
duce the germinating quality of seeds while 
the soda from nitrate of soda hardens the 
soil.

Looking at our first table again—which 
consists of the four items: organic matter, 
minerals, water and air—we see the course 
that is best to follow.

We must dig in plenty of organic matter.
We must use the ground rock powders 

for their mineral content.
An adequate supply of organic matter 

will conserve the water supply.
The organic matter also will aerate the 

ground, thus providing the necessary quan-
tity of air.

The use of chemical fertilizers hardens 
the soil, inter fering with its stores of 
water and air.

When we feed the earth only with the 
elements of which it is naturally consti-
tuted, we are not gambling. And since the 
gardener will soon discover that he can 
secure a greater harvest of vegetables by 
following the organic system, he will realize 
how wrong the chemical method is.

Nitrogen Deficit in Soil
The need for looking to improved natural 

soil rebuilding and the intelligent use of 
all organic waste materials is graphically 
underscored by some recently released 
figures. As reported by the "New York 
Herald-Tribune" of August 30, 1953, it has 
been estimated that in a single year culti-
vated crops in the United States took 
6,000,000 tons of nitrogen out of the soil. 
Of this, 3,000,000 tons were replaced by 
nature and 1,000,000 by chemicals, leaving 
a deficit of 2,000,000 tons for that year 
alone.

Books Dealing
Mainly with
Principles

"An Agricultural
Testament" ..................    27/1
By Sir Albert Howard. The original 
description of the principles and prac-
tice of the "Indore" method of organic 
manuring.
"Farming & Gardening
for Health or Disease" 21/7
By Sir Albert Howard. A later book 
advancing his previous findings.  
Lively and provocative.
"Thoughts on Feeding" . 21/7
By Dr. L. J. Picton. A doctor of the 
Chesire Panel stresses the virtues of 
naturally grown food.
"Soil Fertility, Renewal,
and Preservation" .. . . 26/1
By E. Pfeiffer. An excellent book by 
the leader of the "Bio-dynamic"
school.

"The Earth's Face" .. .. 21/7
By E. Pfeiffer. Landscape and its 
relation to the health of the soil.
"Nutrition and National
Health" ........................   10/10
By Sir R. McCarrison, M.D. Com-
parative experiments of the diets of 
various Indian races.

Now available from
NEW TIMES LTD., Box 1226L, G.P.O.,

MELBOURNE.

Lawsuit Emphasises
Danger of National

Extermination of Bees
Honey manufacturers in Jefferson and 

St. Lawrence Counties have brought suit 
against the State of New York for spraying 
forests for tent caterpillars with DDT, thus 
killing millions of bees. But the attorneys 
say in the lawsuit that the loss of honey is 
the least, part of America's agricultural 
tragedy. As summarized in an editorial of 
"The Citizen-Advertiser" of Auburn, N.Y., 
on August 25, 1953, these lawyers—and 
agricultural experts—say that bee 
colonies set eighty percent, of seeds in 
clover and alfalfa fields, and that without 
bees our system of crop rotation to restore 
fertility to the soil would be impossible. R. 
B. Wilson, president of the largest bulk 
honey firm in the world, indicated that 
without bees, which are now being rapidly 
exterminated by insecticides, weed-killers, 
etc., many foods we take for granted—
including meats and all but a few 
vegetables - - would gradually disappear 
from the American table, and our menu 
would be something like that of China, 
where a beeless agriculture forces a diet 
of fish, rice, millet and fowl.
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USE ENWITE specialities

TEXIT waterproofing compound.

SOLVIT   paint   remover.    . No   
difficult   neu-tralization.

AQUALAC   wood   putty.    For   good   
clan cabinet work.

BRYNAC.   The  enamel  for  resisting  
water acids and alkalis.

FERROSOL      Rust   killing    paint.      
In    all colours.

RUSTEX.     For   removing   rust   from   
motor bodies and metal work.

THERMEX.   Silver paint.  Can be 
made red hot without discolouring 
or coming off.

Manufactured by:

ENWITE PTY. LTD.
84-86 Cromwell Street, 

Collingwood, Vic.
PHONE: JA 5967



T H E  C O W  A H E A D  O F  T H E  
P L O U G H

(Continued from page 9)

sa m e  n u t r i t i o n a l  v a l u e .  S h e  h a s n ' t  e v e r  
h e a r d  o f  t h e  m a t h e m a t i c a l  m e a n  o r  t h e  
a v e ra g e .  S h e  i s g i v e n  to  m a r k i n g  o u t  t h e  
d i f fe r e n c e s a n d  e x e r c isin g  h e r  c h o ic e  ac c o rd -
i n g  t o  t h o s e  v a r i a t i o n s .  H e r s  i s n o t  t h e  
a c c e p t a n c e  o f  t h e  l o t  i n  te r m s o f  t h e  a v e r -
a g e .  W i t h  t h e  c o w  g o i n g  a h e a d ,  w e ,  to o ,  
se e t h e  v a r i a tio n s in  c h e m ic a l c o m p o s i t io n .  
B u t  w e  se e  o n l y  th e  a v e r a g e  f i g u r e  w h e n  t h e  
p l o u g h  i s  g o i n g  a h e a d .

T h a t  t h e  so i l  fe r t i l i t y  m a k e s  a  t r e m e n -
d o u s d i f fe r e n c e  in  t h e  c h e m i c a l  c o m p o s i tio n  
o f  a  si n g l e  g r a s s s p e c i e s ,  a n d  o n e  c o n -
s i d e r e d  h i g h  i n  t h e  sc a l e  o f  n u t r i t i o u s  
g r a z i n g ,  w a s  s h o w n  r e c e n t l y  b y  t h e  r e -
se a r c h  o f  t h e  S o i l  C o n se r v a t i o n  S e r v i c e  o f  
t h e  U . S . D . A . ,  i n  t h e i r  a n a l y s i s  o f  l i t t l e  
b l u e s t e m  o f  t h e  W e s t e r n  G u l f  R e g i o n .  
S a m p le s o f th i s c h o i c e  fe e d  o f  t h e  o n c e -
p r e v a l e n t  A m e r i c a n  b i s o n  w e r e  c o l l e c t e d  
in c l o se  p r o x i m i t y . T h e y  sho w e d  a  r a n g e  in  
p r o te in  fr o m  1 .5  to  1 6 . 0  p e rc e n t, in p h o s -
p h o r u s f r o m  .0 3  to  . 3 1  p e r c e n t , in  c a lc iu m  
f r o m  . 0 7  to  1 .5 8  p e r c e n t ,  a n d  in  p o ta ss i u m  
f r o m  .1 0  to  2 .1 7  p e rc e n t , o f  th e  d r y  m a tte r .  
T h e  h i g h e r  v a l u e s  w e r e  a s  m u c h  a s  1 0  
t i m e s t h e  l o w e r  o n e s  i n  t h e  c a se s  o f  p r o -
t e i n  a n d  p h o s p h o r u s ,  2 0  t i m e s  f o r  t h e  
c a lc i u m ,  a n d 2 1  t i m e s i n  t h e  c a se  o f  t h e  
p o ta ssi u m .

U n f o r t u n a t e ly ,  a s so o n  a s r e se a r c h  h e l p s  
u s g a i n a  bi t o f p h y sio lo g ic a l k n o w le d g e o f  
N a t u r e ' s  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  w e  m a k e  m a c h i n e s  t o  
c a p i t a l i se  o n  i t .  W e  b e c o m e  so  e n g r o ss e d  
w i t h  t h e  r u n n i n g  o f  t h o s e  m a c h i n e s  t h a t  
w e  c e a se  t o  se a r c h  o u t  m o r e  k n o w le d g e  o f  
m o r e  p h y s io lo g y .  T h e  yo u n g  sc ie n t i st  w h o  
m a d e  t h e  d i sc o v e r y  n o  lo n g e r  c o n t in u e s hi s  
r e se a rc h .  I n ste a d  h e  b e c o m e s  a n  a d m i n i s-
t r a t o r ,  a  d i r e c t o r ,  o r  a  b u s i n e s s  m a n a g e r  
in th e  c o m m e r c ia l d e v e lo p m e n t o f  h i s d is -
c o v e r y .  H e  l e a v e s  t h e  c o w ,  b u t  h e  t a k e s  
to  t h e  p lo u g h .

T h e  c o w  h a s  s e r v e d  i n  t h i s d i sc u s s i o n  
a s  t h e  s y m b o l  o f  a l l  t h e  l i f e  f o r m s  w i t h  
t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  w h i c h  a g r i c u l t u r e  d e a l s .  
S h e  r e p r e se n t s t h e  sc i e n c e , th e  o r g a n i se d  
k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h a t  l i fe . O n l y  a s w e  u n d e r -
s t a n d  t h e  p h y s i o l o g y  o f  t h e  m i c r o b e s ,  
t h e  p l a n t s ,  t h e  a n i m a l s,  a n d  o u r se l v e s ,  c a n  
w e  f i t  a l l  o f th e se  l i f e  f o r m s o n  t h e  fo u n -
d a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  n u t r i t i o n  a n d  t h e r e b y  o f  
t h e i r  c r e a t i o n ,  w h i c h  i s  n o n e  o t h e r  t h a n  
t h e  so i l .

T h e  p l o u g h  h a s  s e r v e d  a s t h e  sy m b o l  o f  
t h e  i n c l in a t i o n  to  m o v e  to  m a s s p ro d u c t io n ,  
o r  t o  s e t  a g r i c u l t u r e  g o i n g  a n d  l e t  i t  r u n  
b y  i t se l f  u n d e r n o  m o r e  se r i o u s c r i t e r i o n  
t h a n t h e  c o l le c t i o n  o f  b i g  m o n e t a r y  v a l u e s  
b y  m e a n s o f  i t .  T h a t  p h i lo so p h y  o f  a g r i -
c u l t u r e  i s  t h r e a t e n i n g  t o  b e  t h e  F r a n k e n -
s t e i n  a b o u t  t o  k i l l  a g r i c u l t u r e  i t se l f  w h e n  
it sta r v e s o u t a l l  t h e  l i fe  f o r m s o n  w hi c h  
a g r i c u l t u r e  d e p e n d s .  I t  i s  a b o u t  t o  l e a v e  
u s  h u n g r y ,  w i t h  o n l y  e r o d e d  a n d  b a r r e n  
so i l s b e c a u se  t h e i r  f e r t i l i t y  h a s b e e n  n e i t h e r  
r e s t o r e d  n o r  m a i n t a i n e d .

T h e  E x p e r i m e n t  S t a t i o n ' s r e se a r c h  m u s t  
b e c h a lle n g e d  b y  so m e  o f  th e  f u n d a m e n ta l s  
t h a t  a r e  n o t  m e a s u r e d  c o m p l e t e l y  b y  c r i -
t e r i a  i n c l u d i n g  n o  m o r e  t h a n  y i e l d s  a s  
b u s h e l s  o r  c a s h  r e t u r n s .  Q u a l i t i e s  t h a t  
d e a l  w i t h  l i f e ,  n o t  q u a n t i t i e s o f  m a t e r i a l s  
a l o n e ,  m u s t  b e  e m p h a si se d .

A KEY POSITION

" H u m a n  w e l fa re  i s f u n d a m e n t a l l y  l i n k e d  
w i t h  M o t h e r  E a r t h ,  .  .  .  n o t  j u s t  b e c a u s e  
t h e  so i l  i s  t h e  'p r i m a r y  so u r c e  o f  m o s t  o f  
o u r  fo o d s,  . . . b u t b e c a u se it o c c u p i e s a  k e y  
p o s i t io n  i n  t h e  r h y t h m i c  c y c le  o f  l i fe  it se l f . "  
— S t a n l e y  W h i te h e a d .

University Engineers
Develop Rapid Garbage-

to-Humus Method
A  f a st ,  p r a c t i c a l  m e th o d  o f  t u r n i n g g a r -

b a g e  a n d  o t h e r  o r g a n i c  r e f u se  in t o  h u m u s
to  e n r i c h  g a r d e n s a n d  fa r m l a n d  h a s b e e n  
d e v e l o p e d  b y  U n i v e r si t y  o f C a l i f o r n i a  
sc ie n t i st s.  T h e  c o m p o st i n g  p la n , a s r e p o r te d  
b y  t h e  " S c ie n c e  N e w s  L e t t e r "  o f  S e p te m b e r  
5 , 1 9 5 3 , c o n si st s si m p l y  o f  se t t i n g  u p  a  
w a s t e  h e a p ,  m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e  r i g h t  c o n d i -
t io n s ,  a n d  a l l o w i n g  t h e  m i c r o o r g a n i s m s  
p r e se n t  i n  t h e  r e f u se  to  e f f e c t  t h e  c o n v e r -
s io n .  N o  c h e m ic a l s o r  o t h e r  d e c o m p o si n g  
a g e n t s  a r e  r e q u i r e d ,  a n d  n o  u n d e s i r a b l e  
o d o r s o r  si m i la r  n u i sa n c e s r e s u l t . P r o p e r l y  
m a n ip ul a te d ,  t h e  h e a p  h a s a l l th e  e le m e n t s  
r e q u i r e d  t o  c o n v e r t  i t se l f  i n t o  h u m u s ,  a n d  
to  g e n e r a te  e n o u g h  h e a t  t o  p r o m o t e  o p t i -
m u m  d e c o m p o si t io n  a n d  d e st r o y  h a r m f u l  
b a c te r i a  a n d  in se c t s.  I n  a d d i t i o n  to  p r o v i d -
i n g  a  v a l u a b l e  n a t u r a l  f e r t i l i z e r — i n  1 2  t o  
2 1  d a y s ,  a t  a  c o st  o f  a b o u t  1 2  d o l l a r s  a  t o n  
— t h e  m e t h o d  p ro m i se s b e t te r  sa n i ta tio n ,  
e sp e c ia l l y  i n th e  m a n y  C a l i fo r n ia  c o m m u n i -
t i e s  n o w  s t r u g g l i n g  w i t h  s m o g  p r o b l e m s  
a s a  r e su l t  o f  g a r b a g e  b u r n i n g  a n d  u n r e -
w a r d i n g  d i sp o sa l  s y s t e m s.

MOTHER EARTH
"O u r h ea d s   m a y    be    a b o v e   t he    c lo u d s, b u t  
o u r  f e e t  a r e  s t i l l  o n  m o t h e r  e a r t h . "  

— F .  F r a se r  D a r l i n g .
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Are You An Organic 
Farmer or Gardener?

If so, the Editor of Rural Review 
would be pleased to hear from you at 
any time. All over Australia in-
creasing numbers of people are 
applying organic fanning and 
gardening methods. Readers who 
have any interesting Information 
concerning the results they are 
achieving are requested to write in so 
that other readers can obtain the 
benefit of their experiences.
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To THE MANAGER, 
NEW TIMES LTD., 
Box 1226L, G.P.O., Melbourne

Please enrol me as a subscriber to "The New Times" from issue of……….
     Quarter 
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     Year
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BROS.
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