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EDITORIAL
A    FALSE    ARGUMENT

Nothing has happened since we wrote our last editorial to change our view that the present 
Government should be kept in and "given hell." If it should happen, as there is evidence to sug-
gest, that the Government should have its majority drastically reduced, and that it should be 
faced with a Labor-dominated Senate, we would regard this as about the best that could be 
expected under present circumstances. There is nothing like a division of power to help curb the 
power-lusting tendencies of governments.

The A.L.P. must be conceded an excellent 
chance of increasing its primary vote so long as 
the elections are fought primarily on economic 
issues. Financial and economic policies have 
never been Mr. Menzies' strong points, and his 
criticisms of the financial proposals of Dr. Evatt 
and the A.L.P. are puerile. Even such financially 
orthodox journals as the Financial Review, Syd-
ney, have pointed this out. However, the argu-
ment between Dr. Evatt and Mr. Menzies on 
financial and economic policies is a false one. 
Dr. Evatt scores heavily when he says that for 
Mr. Menzies to warn about inflation is like Satan 
criticising sin. After all, inflation has been worse 
under the Menzies-Fadden Governments than 
any other Australian Governments in modern 
times. But when Dr. Evatt claims that his finan-
cial policy will not result in inflation, he is dis-
playing the typical ignorance of most politicians 
on financial policies, or he is indulging in blatant 
political deception.

The truth is that under present methods of 
expanding financial credit, and both Mr. Menzies 
and Dr. Evatt propose to do this, although in 
different ways, rising prices are inevitable. Dr. 
Evatt's policy of "full employment" - also sup-
ported by Mr. Menzies - - must force the price 
level progressively higher. A restoration of the 
automatic cost of living allowances will intensify 
the rate of price increases. And there is little 
doubt that an Evatt Government would eventu-
ally attempt to introduce centralised price fixing 
and profit controls in an attempt to deal with the 
problem. Numerous statements in the past by 
Dr. Evatt and other prominent A.L.P. spokesmen 
leave no doubt that inflation would be used as an 
excuse to try and impose more centralised con-
trols.

The realities of modern government are, of 
course, very different from those generally ac-
cepted by electors. The power of policy making 
has increasingly passed into the hands of the 
economic planners and the permanent bureau-
cracy. The bureaucracy has become a law under 
itself, as witnessed by the fact that the Auditor-
General's criticisms concerning waste and similar 
matters are treated with contempt. Most of the 
key members of the bureaucracy are Socialists, 
and their natural tendency is to favour Labour 
Governments because Labour politicians gener-
ally are more ready to accept centralised controls 
than are members of the Liberal and Country 
parties. One of the major arguments in favour 
of a Menzies Government victory with a reduced 
majority is that the influence of the back-
benchers might be increased. The huge majority 
of the Menzies Government has enabled the 
Cabinet to treat the backbench critics with no 
more respect than the Opposition.

If the A.L.P. should win the elections and in-
tensify Socialist policies, the blame must be ac-
cepted by Mr. Menzies and his associates who 
have been unable to conceive of any solution to 
the inflation problem except high taxation and 
credit restrictions. The result has been intense 
resentment amongst a large number of electors 
who normally support the Liberal and Country 
parties. Mr. Menzies has tended to suggest that 
this resentment can be treated with contempt 
because of the widespread fear of Dr. Evatt and 
those who seek Dr. Evatt's triumph in order 
that totalitarian policies, both domestic and in-
ternational, may be advanced. Mr. Menzies' 
policy speech was one deserving of the severest 
censure. No longer are there any promises to 
put value back into the pound or to reduce

(Continued on page 4)



NEWS SECTION

"Responsible" Voting: Once again the irrespon-
sibility of the present voting system has been 
exposed by the general admission that the A.L.P. 
Senate candidates have gained an advantage in 
the Federal elections because of their position on 
the voting papers. Past experience indicates that 
candidates at the head of the ballot paper have 
at least a 2 percent advantage. Many electors 
vote down the paper irrespective of the labels of 
the candidates. It is no solution to have a circu-
lar type of ballot paper so that no team of can-
didates has an advantage. The irresponsible 
voter would still vote without real interest.

Power without personal responsibility is a 
danger in all spheres of human activity. Com-
pulsory secret voting enables the individual elec-
tor to support a political and economic pro-
gramme without accepting any personal respon-
sibility. We wonder how many of those who 
talk such glib nonsense about the virtues of the 
present voting system would support the propo-
sition that, if the present voting system is so 
valuable, voting should be made voluntary, every 
individual desiring to vote should pay ten shil-
lings, and that voting should be open and re-
corded in order that those voting for the suc-
cessful party should pay any increased taxation 
levied.

The present voting system is being used to in-
troduce increasing totalitarianism under the guise 
of representing the majority. Reform of the 
political system to make personal responsibility 
a reality is one of the basic essentials if the 
totalitarian challenge is to be met.

Inflation in America : Some time ago we pre-
dicted that 1959 would see the intensification of 
inflation as Western Governments expanded 
credit more rapidly in order to prevent reces-
sions. Reports from America state that Govern-
ment spending is increasing, that there are no 
prospects whatever of tax reductions, and that 
“over the long run the wage-price trend will 
continue to be gradually upwards." (Vide U.S. 
News and World Report, August 15.)

More Perversion on Race Question: The recent 
resolution carried by the Tenth National Con-
ference of the Young Catholic Workers' Move-
ment, protesting against the migration policy 
that gave rise to the term "White Australia," 
and recommending to the Federal Government 
that it institute a quota system for Asian mig-
rants, "making it clear that we have no part with 
those whose creed is racial antagonism," is a
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typical example of perverted thinking on the race 
question. Those favouring a European Australia 
are not necessarily antagonistic to any race. We 
are unashamed of our policy of a European Aus-
tralia and the exclusion of Asians, but not be-
cause we think that Europeans are superior to 
Asians. We know of no acceptable yardstick to 
measure one race against another. But we do 
say without fear of contradiction that there is 
a vast and fundamental DIFFERENCE between 
Europeans and Asians. The establishment of an 
Asian quota would not deal in any way with this 
fact. It would solve none of the problems of the 
Asian peoples. And, as it would not benefit in 
any way the Australian people, the question 
naturally arises, "Then who would benefit from 
the establishment of Asian quotas?" An honest 
answer to this question reveals that the breaking 
down of racial integrity is a major part of the 
international power-lusters who hope that 
mongrelisation of the human race will enable 
them to accomplish their ultimate objective of 
world control.

America's Acting Ambassador in Syria: Syria 
is of tremendous importance in the revolution 
taking place in the Middle East. The Acting 
American Ambassador in Syria, Robert C. Strong, 
has been exposed by American Senator William 
Jenner, who says: "He (Strong) was consul-
general in Taiwan in the critical year 1949 and was 
responsible for a mass of erroneous intelligence 
reports out of Formosa, unfriendly to Nationalist 
China and helpful to the Communists. He insisted 
on keeping all other members of American 
intelligence agencies off the island of Formosa, 
including Colonel Fortier, representative of G-2, 
Tokyo."

American Mercury asks was Strong's treachery 
the stepping-stone for his appointment to a key 
position in the explosive Middle East.

Taxation Robbery: Australian Taxation during 
1953-54 was equal to almost one-third of the total 
national income (actual figure, 32.7559 percent, 
refer Commonwealth Year Book No. 43, pp. 818, 
754 and 784). This disgraceful robbery exists 
some five or more years after the Menzies-Fadden 
coalition was elected to "reduce the burden of 
government"; and shows the great urgency of sus-
tained massive opposition to the paternalist state, 
and support for family freedom and responsibility. 
The present policy, like a heavy flywheel, will re-
quire hard braking and a strong reverse action to 
start it turning in the correct direction. The 
32.7559 percent includes Federal, State, and 
Local Taxation.
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Jews Speak at "Peace" Rally: The Communist 
Guardian of September 4 reports that Mr. 
Samuel Goldbloom, endorsed Labor candidate 
for Latrobe, and Mr. Joseph Redapple, a repre-
sentative of the Jewish Council to Combat Fas-
cism and Anti-Semitism, were two of the speakers 
at the recent Town Hall meeting called to hear 
a report from delegates to the last Stockholm 
"Peace" Rally. If Communism is really anti-
Jewish, as has been claimed in recent years, it is 
remarkable that such a large number of Jews 
are involved in Communist activities in 
Australia.

.

B ookle ts  on Z ionis m  a nd  the  
Middle East

We have just received stocks of two important 
booklets on Zionism and the Middle East. Sup-
porters can further the expanding campaign of 
exposure of the Middle East situation by using 
these two booklets. In a strikingly-produced 
booklet, which has already had a big impact in 
Canada, Mr. Ron Gostick, Editor of The Cana-
dian Intelligence Service, answers four major 
questions: Are modern "Jews" members of a race 
or a religion? Are modern "Jews" really "God's 
Chosen People"? Exactly what is Moscow's 
game in the Middle East? Is there an answer? 
Mr. Gostick's booklet is excellent for general 
distribution.

Who Knows Better Must Say So! is a first-
hand report on the Middle East and an exposure 
of Zionist propaganda and methods by Rabbi 
Elmer Berger, Executive Director of the Ameri-
can Council of Judaism. This is the booklet that 
is worrying the Zionists. It is essential to have 
it available for loaning to responsible people. 
Why not make sure your local newspaper editor 
and local Member of Parliament reads this im-
portant booklet?

Zionism and the Middle East Crisis is 5/3, 
post-free.

Who   Knows Better Must Say So!   is   10/6, 
post-free.

Order from The Heritage Bookshop, Box 
1226L, G.P.O., Melbourne.

Sem inar Papers in  Booklet

In order that they may be given a more per-
manent form and a much wider distribution, the 
three Papers on Leisure presented at this year's 
Social Credit Seminar are being published in 
booklet form. The exact price of the booklet is 
not yet known, but we anticipate that it will be 
approximately 3/-. In order that we may have 
some idea of how many to print in the one edi-
tion proposed, we would be pleased to hear from 
supporters concerning their possible require-
ments.

" S o c ia l  C red it  An d  C h r is t ian  
Philosophy"

This is one of the most effective pieces of Social 
Credit literature ever produced. The reactions to 
it have been most heartening. It is a most valuable 
contribution to the present phase of Social Credit 
development, and we recommend that supporters 
ensure that as many of the clergy as possible are 
introduced to this work. It should also be placed 
in the hands of teachers, particularly teachers at 
Church schools.

Order now. Price 2/4, post-free. Reductions 
for quantities.
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MAN'S TRUE PURPOSE

Modern man has lost the sense of his real destiny. When 
he had this sense of his real destiny the emphasis was on 
the person, as such, rather than on his achievements. This 
was not strange, since man was regarded as a personal being 
who was an image of God, destined for immortality. His 
primary vocation was the development of his personal being 
—the gradual unfolding of the divine principle in him—
the Middle Ages called it personal sanctification or holiness. 
The man who had attained the greater holiness—in other 
words, the saint as I have mentioned in the case of St. 
Francis was the man who was most revered. When the 
sense of man's true destiny was lost, the emphasis shifted 
to his achievements. Modern society is more interested in 
what a man does rather than what he is. Now as soon as a 
created good is made absolute and is idolized in the true 
sense of the word, one loses sight of its real value and this 
good inevitably degenerates. When man was made a God, 
he degenerated into a superior ape. Great achievements 
were made idols, and their worship degenerated into the 
worship of industrial magnates, film stars, cricketers, and 
politicians. Leisure in its true sense is the sine quea non of the 
development of human personality or (to use a simpler 
expression) of holiness. If holiness means nothing, then 
leisure becomes meaningless too.

CHRISTIAN VOICE NOT STILLED

The Christian voice, though drowned out by modern 
secularism, is not stilled. Listen to the voice speaking here 
through the lips of Pope Pius XI in 1931: "The so called 
laws of economics, derived from the nature of earthly goods 
and from the qualities of the human body and soul, de-
termine what aims are unattainable or attainable in 
economic matters and what means are thereby necessary, 
while reason itself clearly deduces from the nature of things 
and from the individual and social character of man, what 
is the end and object of the whole economic order assigned 
by God the Creator.

"For it is the moral law alone which commands us to seek 
in all our conduct our supreme and final end, and to strive 
directly in our specific actions those ends which nature, or 
rather, the Author of Nature, has established for them, 
duly subordinating the particular to the general. If this 
law be faithfully obeyed, the result will be that particular 
economic aims, whether of society as a body or of in-
dividuals, will be intimately linked with the universal teleo-
logical order, and as a consequence we shall be led by 
progressive stages to the final end of all, God Himself, our 
highest and lasting good." (Quadragesima Anno.)

And through the lips of the Anglican Bishop of Oxford 
in 1955: "Man's life, on any Christian view, is something 
far greater and more profound than his capacity to produce 
goods. Freedom from unnecessary work is something to be 
welcomed and even extended as far as possible." (State-
ment by the Bishop of Oxford in 1955.)
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And through the voice of an American Bishop in 1955: 
''Man does not exist for the sake of production but pro-
duction exists for the sake of man . . . No wonder people 
are sick and tired of it. They feel that all they do when 
they work is to make money in order that they may eat, 
and then eat in order that they may have strength to go 
back to work again . . . Coffee is thrown into the ocean, 
milk poured on the ground, grain stored, bananas thrown 
into the sea . . . And why? Because the maintenance of an 
economic price has become more important than human 
life. (Life is Worth Living, Second Series, Bishop Fulton 
Sheen, 1955.)

And finally from a French Christian Philosopher in 
1952: “ . . . the aim of an economic regime is not to in-
crease production for production's sake, nor to increase 
capital . . . it's aim should be to make it possible for man 
to dwell on this earth at ease, in harmony and brother-
hood." (Towards a Truly Christian Society, Daniel Rops.)

He may well have said: "its aim should be to make 
leisure possible." Will the possibility be ever attained? In 
one sense the question is outside the scope of this essay 
and yet in a fundamental sense it is pertinent. Listen to 
the last words of St. Augustine's The City of God:

"There we shall rest and see, see and love, love and 
praise. This is what shall be in the end without end."

Whether we realize it or not that is to be our final 
leisure. To the Christian it is a glimpse of Heaven.

A  F A L S E  A R G U M E N T

(Continued from page 1)

taxation. Mr. Menzies attempts to justify the 
policies of restriction he has imposed upon the 
Australian people and has the audacity to ask for 
a vote of confidence.

Although there is no real argument between 
Mr. Menzies and Dr. Evatt on financial policy, 
and although, as we have often pointed out, eco-
nomics do have a strong influence on inter-
national policies, one of the main factors to be 
borne in mind in voting on November 22 is that 
the next Government will be in office during 
what could be a decisive period in international 
affairs. Dr. Evatt would be a complete disaster 
in such a period, while amongst the Government 
parties there are men of sound instinct who would 
make some effort to ensure that the Government 
pursued a realistic policy. Ultimately the future 
of the Western nations will be decided by their 
international policies. And if those policies are 
determined by men like Dr. Evatt, there can be 
little hope for the future.
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T H E  N E W  T I M E S
T H E  F E A R  O F  L E I S U R E

NOTES OF ERIC D. BUTLER'S PAPER AT FOURTH SOCIAL CREDIT SEMINAR

In spite of the fact that it can be easily demonstrated 
that it is possible for a small and decreasing number of 
people in a modern industrial society to produce all the 
physical requirements for the whole community, and that 
the most important potential of the semi-automatic pro-
duction system is increasing leisure time for all, any sug-
gestion of a policy which would enable the individual to 
obtain   a   financial   income, however   small   for   a   start, 
without   first   being   compelled   to   engage   in   economic 
activities,  or  in filling  in  forms of some  description  in 
the growing Government bureaucracies, meets with wide-
spread opposition.    Both Communist and non-Communist 
Governments are in complete agreement on a policy of 
"Full   Employment” as the   only   means through   which the 
individual is entitled   to   life.     And   as every policy must 
derive from a philosophy, it is clear, as a number of 
outstanding Western thinkers have   pointed out   that 
although the West is referred to as the free world, it is 
progressively retreating from freedom.    Lip service is still 
paid to freedom in the Western world, but in fact the 
individual is being increasingly subjected   to centralised 
direction of all aspects of his life.   Many express concern 
at the effects of this centralised direction but at the same 
time   endorse   the   policy   of   "Full Employment” which 
makes these effects inevitable.    The Anglican Archbishop 
of York, (England) in his book. The Church of England 
Today, points out that the modern, planned industrial 
society takes "responsibility and incentive from individuals 
who soon feel that they are impotent in a mass-organised 
society which provides for their livelihood, arranges their 
work, and caters for their amusement..  .  The result is 
dangerous, for the individual loses the power of indepen-
dent judgment . . . We are drifting toward the formation 
of a mass society in which the individual becomes sub-
merged."   Similar statements have been made by other 
leading Churchmen, but the Christian flocks are   given no 
guidance on policies necessary to prevent the development 
of the mass society.    Christian chaplains in industry may 
help minimise some of the effects of the mass society but 
can make no basic contribution to the growing threat to 
individual freedom and the human personality so long as 
it is accepted that the economic system exists, not to 
provide the individual with the production he   requires 
with the minimum of human time and energy, but to keep 
him at work.    The unfortunate fact must be faced that 
Christians generally, who should be more concerned about 
making freedom a reality than other people, share the 
widespread   fear of leisure.     Whether or   not   this   fear 
can be overcome will be one of the decisive factors in the 
ultimate outcome of the clash between two philosophies: 
that of freedom and that of totalitarianism.

When   we   consider   the   efforts   by large   numbers   of

people to gain economic independence for life by pur-
chasing tickets in lotteries or by guessing the number of 
goals football teams will kick, it does appear contra-
dictory that there is such general fear of leisure. But it 
is significant that individuals are not afraid of having 
economic independence and leisure for themselves. There 
have been no recorded instances where any of those 
winning a substantial lottery or football pool have refused 
to take the prize because they have been afraid of having 
leisure time! In fact surveys taken of those winning big 
lottery prizes reveal that very few have used their money 
foolishly. No people do not fear leisure for themselves. It 
is the other fellow they are concerned about. The 
purpose of this paper is to make an examination of the 
basic causes of the fear of leisure and to indicate how the re-
orientation of society towards a policy of increasing 
leisure and freedom for the individual may be obtained. 
It is essential for our examination that we first clearly 
define our meaning of the two words "Leisure" and 
"Work." Words are one of the principal media through 
which individuals attempt to convey their ideas to one 
another, and even when there is no conscious attempt to 
pervert the meaning of words in order to distort the con-
ception of reality, it is easy for different people to obtain 
different ideas from the same word. Leisure to many 
people conjures up a picture of passive idleness. The very 
fact that many people are repulsed by the thought of 
individuals being little more than vegetables, neither 
engaging in any physical activities nor in conscious thought 
or contemplation indicates that the normal man, no 
matter how much he may have been depersonalised by an 
environment which stifles his individual initiative, is basic-
ally creative. We can term a man of leisure as one who 
possesses sufficient economic independence to enable him 
to choose how he shall express and develop his creative 
powers. A man of leisure does not have his activity, what-
ever form it may take, forced upon him. We can there-
fore define leisure as free, voluntary or unenforced acti-
vity in contrast with forced activity, which we call Work 
or Labour.

In order to clarify sti ll  further our conception of 
Leisure, we do need to look a little closer at what we 
mean by work. Douglas pointed out that physically there 
is no basic difference between one man expending energy 
in playing football and another man expending energy in 
some economic activity. But there is a tremendous psycho-
logical difference. The man playing football is prepared 
to put up with a great deal of physical discomfort, even 
risking injury, without any offer of material reward, 
simply because he is acting voluntarily. He enjoys ex-
pending his energy in this way. But the man working in a 
factory may be there only under the compulsion of obtain-



ing a financial income with which to purchase the neces-
sities of life.

It cannot be pointed out too often that the normal 
man is creative and, if freed to do so, will express his 
creativeness in accordance with his natural abilities and 
desires. The individual desires not so much to be em-
ployed, or "set to work," as to be able to seek his own 
employment. In his address entitled The Approach to 
Reality, Douglas said:

"Most people prefer to be employed - - but on the 
things they like rather than on the things they don't 
like to be employed upon. The proposals of Social 
Credit are in no sense intended to produce a nation of 
idlers—and would not. There never was a more ridi-
culous piece of misrepresentation than to say that as a 
class the rich are idle. They may be wrongly employed, 
but they are not idle. The danger to the world does 
not come from the idle rich --it comes from the busy 
rich.

"No. Social Credit would not produce idlers: it 
would allow people to allocate themselves to those jobs 
to which they are suited. A job you do well is a job 
you like, and a job you like is a job you do well. Under 
Social Credit you would begin to tap the amazing effi-
ciency inseparable from enforced labour, and the effi-
ciency of the whole industrial system would go up."

While many will readily grasp that the man possessing 
free time can develop himself through physical activities 
of his own choosing, it is easy to overlook the important 
fact that a man with leisure may also develop himself 
through contemplation. This important aspect of the 
subject has been dealt with beautifully in the following 
extract from Professor Thomas Robertson's great work, 
Human Ecology:

"To expand the individuality . . .  is the chief end of 
man, but growth in reality requires proper conditions, 
such as are almost unattainable in Occidental society, 
where visible activity alone is a measure of efficiency. 
This is evident from the common English idiom about 
'doing nothing." Thus, to sit and feast the eyes on 
nature is 'doing nothing.' One of the most serious 
sources of human dissatisfaction today is the confound-
ing of physical inactivity with inaction. Unless we 
are to admit the need for 'doing nothing,' we dethrone 
the human and make man no better than a beast of 
burden. Life becomes futile the moment we forget the 
end of existence, and permit activity for any other end, 
or even for its own sake. This is precisely what, in ever-
increasing degree, the financial mechanism imposes on 
us. Life becomes an empty round of doing things, which 
are meaningless. In Upton Sinclair's description, 'We 
go to work to earn the cash to buy the bread to get 
the strength to go to work to earn the cash to buy the 
bread,' and so on.
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"To live properly, it is the significance of experience, 
even of the humblest and most commonplace, which 
is of vital importance to man. This significance cannot 
be grasped without time and opportunity. Putting it 
another way, we are so busy doing things that we have 
no time to utilise experience. The pace is too hot. 
Leisure is rightly understood as free time from occu-
pation. It is commonly used for purposes of play and 
sport, but there is another variety of use, which assumes 
importance as maturity and age approach. It is con-
templative leisure, which is the unique human technique 
of browsing on events, of chewing the cud of experience, 
to digest out the virtue of living. It is the tragedy of 
European and American culture that in it there is no 
place for contemplative leisure, which, far from being 
a doing of nothing, is a doing of the one thing which pre-
eminently separates man from animals. At one end it is 
a simple turning over of events in quiet seclusion. At 
the other it represents the highest activity of man in 
contemplation of 'reality.' It is a phase of creative 
quiescence, the very antithesis of inactivity, which is 
vital to human welfare and satisfaction. It represents 
the solitary aspect of development in distinction to all 
other phases of activity which are best carried out in 
fellowship with others."

In examining the fears which prevent the acceptance of 
increasing leisure, it may appear waste of time and merely 
perverse to suggest that there is a fear of scarcity at a 
time when there is talk once again of "over-production" 
and automation. But it is true that there is still a deep, 
subconscious fear in the mind of man that the threat of 
scarcity is never far away and still a reality. Man's history 
does partly account for this fear. There have been ap-
proximately 7000 years of recorded human history and 
it is only one-seventieth of that time since Faraday in-
vented the dynamo and the industrial revolution got under 
way. Insidious propaganda keeps alive the idea that life 
is a permanent and grim struggle, and that any wide-
spread leisure must inevitably lead to decadence and dis-
aster. History is perverted to attempt to show how leisured 
classes in the past became "soft" and passed under the 
control of vigorous barbarians. No reference is made to 
the fact that leisured classes and the civilisations they 
helped build were destroyed by policies of financial and 
economic centralism.

The class-war propaganda of the Communists and 
Socialists, which insists that those enjoying a degree of 
economic independence only do so at the expense of the 
poor, also helps create the impression that there is a 
limited amount of real wealth and that there must be a 
levelling down. The idea of leisure and economic inde-
pendence for the individual is repugnant to the Commun-
ist, who is dominated by the false doctrine that "Labour 
produces all wealth." The Communist is at one with the 
puritan who preaches that work is "good" for the indivi-
dual. A number of competent observers of Russian society
have commented upon the dominating puritan atmos-
phere.
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The subconscious fear of scarcity is strongly reinforced 
by present economic and financial policies, which foster 
economic sabotage on so vast a scale that most people 
are unaware that much of the activity in which they are 
engaged is unnecessary and robs them of potential leisure. 
The very complexities of the system make it difficult for 
the individual to realise that what he thinks is most essen-
tial is in reality nothing but a waste of precious human 
lives and a squandering of economic resources. Think 
of the thousands engaged in fantastic advertising, much 
of it designed to stimulate support for the ever-changing 
models in motor cars, washing machines, refrigerators and 
other mechanical appliances. All this feverish activity is 
designed to "make work." Even women must in increas-
ing numbers leave their homes to enter the production 
system. Economic "experts" now state that it is "imprac-
tical" for women to stay at home; the production system 
would collapse without their services. As Douglas pointed 
out, the perversion of technological development merely
resulted in more work being done, not in the freeing of 
the individual. The urgent appeals for still greater in-
creases in production ignore the fundamental question of 
whether the increased economic activity does serve the 
genuine requirements of the individual or whether it is 
part of a never-ending programme of making work. It is 
undoubtedly true that many do find some satisfaction in 
the unnecessary activities in which they are engaged. The 
transport engineer striving to solve the problem of moving 
an increasing number of people to and from their places 
of work considers that he is spending his time and using 
his talents creatively. And there can be no logical quarrel 
with this attitude so long as no questions are asked con-
cerning the alleged necessity for moving people and pro-
duction around. Enormous numbers of very competent 
people are harnessed up dealing with effects. Until there 
is sufficient clarification of the perversion of means into 
ends in the economic field, it will always be difficult to 
present to people the vision of the Leisure Society that is 
physically impossible. The perversion of the money sys-
tem and the misrepresentation of the true nature of money 
have also had such a deep psychological impact upon 
most people that, even when there is some grasp of eco-
nomic realities, they shrink from the prospect of receiving 
money without first participating in some form of eco-
nomic activity.

While it is true that there has been a widespread ex-
posure of the Money Myth over the past 40 years, never-
theless the belief still persists amongst large numbers of 
people that money of itself is important. In his Policy of 
a Philosophy, Douglas pointed out that most policies to-
day "have no relationship to Christianity." "Our policy," 
he said, "so far as it can be defined . . .  is related philo-
sophically to the adulation of money. Money is an ab-
straction. Money is a thing of no value whatever. Money 
is nothing but an accounting system. Money is nothing 
worthy of our attention at all, but we base the whole of 
our actions, the whole of our policy, on the pursuit of 
money; and the consequence is, of course, that we become 
the prey of mere abstractions . . ..”

"THE NEW TIMES

The great Francis Bacon appealed for a just relation-
ship between the mind and things. It is because there is 
no such just relationship today that the worship of abstrac-
tionism, which prevents the emergence of reality, is so 
prevalent. One of Christ's major crimes in the eyes of 
Jewish Sanhedrin was that He attacked the religious ab-
stractionism, which had been developed to the stage where 
it took precedence over the real needs of individuals. It 
is not money that is the root of all evil, but the love of 
money. The reference to the love of money is a condem-
nation of the worship of abstractionism, as was Christ's 
famous statement that it is impossible to worship both 
God and Mammon. So long as the worship of the ab-
straction money continues and its true nature is obscured, 
there will be fear of any proposal to pay individuals a 
financial dividend in order that they may enjoy genuine 
independence and leisure.

Directly linked to the worship of the abstraction money 
is the carefully-fostered idea that "something for nothing" 
is morally bad for the individual -- and, of course, can 
only be obtained at the expense of other individuals. One 
of the fundamental philosophical cleavages between 
Christianity and Judaism concerns this very question. 
Judaism repudiates the Christian conception of unearned 
grace and criticism of "something for nothing," so widely 
prevalent amongst those who call themselves Christians, 
demonstrates the powerful influence of the very philo-
sophy which Christ challenged.

Douglas related how a Jewish millionaire stated that 
Social Credit financial proposals would save Western 
Civilization, but that that Civilization was not worth 
saving. It is not without significance that a number of 
historians have drawn attention to the fact that there are 
many striking similarities between Judaism and Marxism.

The Christian God is one
of love Whose abundant universe offers the life more 
abundant. The philosophy underlying the doctrine that 
"Labour produces all wealth" logically elevates man into 
his own God and infers that he alone is responsible for the 
basis of life. But the truth is that, to use Douglas's words, 
"The laws of the universe transcend human thinking. ' 
If these laws are discovered and obeyed, they provide 
the individual with increasing freedom. The truths of the 
Universe are gifts to the individual: "something for 
nothing." Man is an heir to a heritage, which his fore-
fathers built up by their discovery and application of the 
truths of the universe. Rejection of this fundamental fact 
is one of the major barriers to the creation of the Leisure 
State.

It is appropriate that we mention here that, con-
trary to what might be reasonably expected, the modern 
Trade Union Movement has both directly and indirectly 
opposed the leisure idea. Instead of demanding that "the 
wages of the machine" by paid to the individual who 
can be displaced by technological advances, Trade Union
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lea d e r s  h a ve  c on s is ten tly  a t ta ck ed  b o th  p r o f i ts  an d th e  
d i v id en d s  a r is in g  o u t  o f  p r o f i ts .  T h e y  fea r  th e  in dep e n -
d en ce ,  w h ich  an  ex ten s ion  o f th e  d iv id en d  sys tem  w ou l d  
b r in g .  D o u g la s  d r e w  a t t en t i on  t o  th i s  m a t t e r  in  S o c i a l  
C r e d i t,  in  w h ich  h e  sa id :

"N ow    i t    is   fa ir    to    sa y   th a t   L abou r    leaders    
a re, a lth ou gh  th e y m a y n o t con sciou s l y kn ow  it am ong s t  
th e  m o s t  v a l u a b l e  a s s e t s  o f  th e  f in a n c ia l  c o n t r o l  of  in -
dustry   - -  a re, in    fa ct, a lm ost   in d ispen sable   to    th a t 
c on t r o l ;  a n d  th e  r ea s on  fo r  th is  i s  n o t  fa r  t o  s e e k.  T h e y  
do   n ot   sp eak    as   rep resen tatives   of   in d iv idua ls; th ey 
sp e a k ,  a s  th e y  a r e  n e v e r  t i r e d  o f  e x p la in in g ,  a s  the  r ep -
r e s e n ta t i v e s  o f  L a b o u r ,  a n d  th e  m o r e  L a b o u r  th e r e  is ,  
th e  m or e  th e y  r ep r e s en t .    I t  i s  n a tu r a l th a t  em p l oym en t  
s h o u l d  b e  r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  t h e m  a s  b e i n g  t h e  c h i e f  i n-
t e r e s t  o f  m a n :  a s  th e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  e m p l o ye d ,  
th e i r  im p o r ta n ce  i s  en h a n ced  th e r e b y . "  T h e  in s i s t enc e  
u p on  f o r c e d  w o r k  a s  th e  on l y  m e a n s  t o  a  f in a n c ia l 
in com e m a k es  th e  p r od u c t ion  s ys t em  a n  in s t r u m en t  o f 
g ov ern m en t.   H igh -soun d in g  r e fer en ces  to  th e  a l l e ge d  
v i r tu e s  o f w o r k  ca n n o t  c o m p l e t e l y  m a s k  th e  fa c t  th at 
th e  ec on om i c  s ys t em ,  d om in a ted  b y f in a n c ia l  p o l ic y, h a s  
b e en  d e v e l op ed  in to  a  s ys t em  th r ou g h  w h ich  th e  w i l l- to -
p o w er  o f  th os e  c on t r o l l in g  p o l ic y  is  ex p r es sed .    Th o s e  
s e e k in g  c o m p l e t e  p o w e r  o v e r  a l l  o th e r s  fe a r  l e i s u r e 
a n d  in d ep en d en c e  m or e  th a n  an yon e  e l s e .    T h e r e  is  
a d e q u a t e  ev iden ce   to    in d ica te   th at   i t    is   th ose    
seek in g  com p lete p o w er  th a t  fo s te r  a n d  en cou r a g e  a ll  th e  
o th e r  fea r s ,  w h ich  p r even t  th e  r ea l isa tion  o f le isur e .

T h e  d e l i b e r a t e  e l e v a t i on  o f  th e  p r o d u c t i on  s ys t e m  in t o  
a  s ys t em  o f c on t r o l ,  an d  th e  con seq u en t  su b o r d in a t ion  o f  
th e in d iv idua l  to  fun c tion a lism , is  a  m an i festa tion o f th e  
g row in g  dom in an ce o f th e ph ilosoph y o f m a ter ia l ism  an d  
collectiv ism . T h e situa tion  is a  dead ly ch a llen ge to C h r is-
t ian i ty  a n d  th e  C h r is t ian  C h u r ch .  T h e  C h u r ch  cou ld  a n d  
m u s t  g i v e  a  l e a d  t o  r e m o v e  th e  fe a r  o f l e i s u r e  b y st a t i n g  
in  u n e q u i v o c a l  t e r m s  th e  t r u e  p u r p o s e  o f  m a n  a n d  h is  
s ys tem s.  I f  i t  i s  p r ep a r ed  to  s ta n d  p a ss iv e l y  b y a nd  a l l o w  
th e  g r ow in g  k n o w l ed g e  o f G od 's  g i f ts  a n d  tr u th s ,  a s 
d e m o n s t r a t e d  b y  t h e  g r o w t h  o f  a u t o m a t i o n ,  t o  b e  d e -
s c r i b e d  a s  a  " p r o b l e m , "  t h e n  t h e  v i c t o r y  o f  t h e  a n ti -
C h r ist is cer ta in . I f th e C h u rch  believes  th a t fr eed om  is  
in d isp en sa b le for  th e m or a l an d  sp ir i tua l g r o w th  o f th e  
in d iv id u a l ,  th en  i t  sh ou ld  b e  g i v in g  a n  a u th o r i ta t iv e  l e a d  
b y  i n s i s t in g  th a t  th e  in d i v i d u a l  b e  p e r m i t t e d  fu l l  a c c e s s  
t o  h is  h e r i ta g e  o f  l e i su r e .

T h e r e  a r e ,  o f c o u r s e ,  l eg i t im a t e  g r ou n d s  fo r  th e  v ie w  
t h a t  a  t o o  s u d d e n  a c c e s s  t o  l e i s u r e  a n d  e c o n o m i c  i nd e -

p en d en c e  m a y  r e su l t  in  s o m e u n d e s i r a b l e  d e v e l o p m en ts .  
W e  a l l  k n o w  t h a t  t h e  h a b i t s  o f  s o m e  o f  t h e  n e w  r i c h 
a r e  n o t  v e r y p lea sa n t ,  a  fa c t  w h i ch  S o c ia l  C r e d i t  rec o g -
n i s e s .  B u t  i f  w e  a c c e p t  t h e  C h r i s t ia n  v i e w  o f  m a n ,  th a t  
h e m ust ex p ress h is sover eign ty th rough  h im se lf,  an d  no t  
t h r o u g h  o t h e r s ,  t h e n  a  s t a r t  m u s t  b e  m a d e  t o w a r d s  
p la c in g  h im  in  th e p os it ion  w h er e h e can  d eve lop  tha t  
sover e ign ty.  T h e W e l fa r e S ta te  is un d ou b ted l y th e  mos t  
in sid iou s ba r r ier  to th e crea tion  o f a  socie ty o f gen u in el y  
fr ee, in d ep en d en t in d iv id ua ls, beca use  it  g ua ran tees  th e  
i n d i v i d u a l  a  m i n i m u m  o f  t h e  m a t e r i a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s  of  
l i fe  i n  e x c h a n g e  f o r  th e  l o s s  o f  f r e e d o m  o f  c h o i c e , t h e  
on l y  r ea l  fr e ed o m .

T h e  m u ch - p u b l i c i s e d  F o u r  F r e e d o m s  a r e  p r o v i d e d  i n  
a n y  p r i s o n .  In  s o m e  A m e r i c a n  p r i s o n s  t o d a y  p r i s o n e rs  
a r e  g i v en  th e  b e s t  p o s s i b l e  f o o d ,  en t e r ta in m en t  is  p r o -
v i d e d ,  t h e y  c a n  e a r n  m o n e y  a t  s o m e  t r a d e ,  a n d  e v e n  
s e x u a l  in t e r c o u r s e  w i th  th e i r  w i v e s  i s  p e r m i t t e d .  Th e  
q u estion  th en  a r ises, "W e ll , w h a t con stitu tes th e pun ish -
m e n t  in  th e s e  p r i s o n s ? "  A n d  t h e  a n s w e r  i s  t h a t  w o r k,  
p la y  a n d  b r e ed in g  i s  a l l  d on e  a t  th e  b eh e s t  o f  th o se  w h o  
h ave sovereign ty over  th e p r ison ers. T h e  re a l p u n ish m e n t is 
the lack of free choice. Man does not live by bread a lon e. I t  is  
w h a t fr ee t im e th e in d iv id ua l p ossesses a fter  p r o v id i n g  
b r e a d ,  a n d  w h a t  h e  d o e s  w i t h  t h a t  t i m e  t h a t  is  
im p o r ta n t .  In c r ea s in g  le isu r e  fo r  se l f-d e v e l op m en t  a n d  th e  
sp ir i tu a lis in g  o f h is  l i fe  is  toda y p ossib le fo r  a ll  in d iv i d u a l s .  
I s  fe a r  g o in g  t o  b e  u s e d  t o  d en y  m a n  h i s  G o d -g i v e n  
h e r i t a g e ?  N o  r e a l  C h r i s t i a n  c a n  i g n o r e  th i s  i s s u e .

H o w ,  t h e n ,  c a n  f e a r  o f  l e i s u r e  b e  o v e r c o m e ?  T h e  
br ie f an sw er  is th e ap p lica tion  o f th e C h r ist ian  tea ch in g  
c on ce rn in g  lov e .  T h e  fou n d a tion  o f C h r ist ian  tea ch in g  is  
love. T h e trem en d ou s im p lica tion s o f th is tea ch in g  h ave  
un for tun a tel y  b een  b lu r r ed  b y th e m od ern  m an ia  for  sex ,  
w h i c h  m a n y  p e o p l e  m i s ta k e  a s  th e  sa m e  th in g  a s  l o v e.  
T h e  C h r is t ia n  tea ch in g  is  th a t  "P e r fe c t  l o v e  ca s t e th  o u t  
fea r . "  T h e  S oc ia l  C r ed i t  p o l ic y  o f g r o w in g  le isu r e  a n d  
f in an c ia l  d iv id en d s  fo r  a l l  i s  ba sed  u p on  th is  typ e o f lo v e .  
I t  i s  a  p o l ic y  s te m m in g  fr om  lo v e  o f,  a n d  fa i th  in , on e 's  
fe l low  h u m an  be in g s. I t  i s th e an ti th esis o f p o l ic ies  ba sed  
u p on  fe a r  o f  w h a t  o n e 's  fe l l o w s  w o u l d  d o  i f  th e y  h ad  
g en u in e  le isu r e .  T o  fea r  le isu r e  fo r  o th er s  is  a  m an i fes ta -
t i o n  o f  d i s t r u s t ;  i t  d e n i e s  t h e  d i v i n e  n a t u r e  o f  m an .  A  
society w h ose m em bers  w ere d om in a ted  by th e C h r ist ian  
c o n c e p t i o n  o f  l o v e  w o u l d  b e  t r a n s fo r m e d  in t o  o n e  i n 
w h i ch  in d iv id u a ls  w o u l d  fr e e l y  a n d  v o lu n ta r i l y  a s s oc ia te  
in  ex pan d in g  le isu r e for  a l l  in  or d er  th a t th e y could  kn o w  
G o d ,  l o v e  G o d ,  a n d  s e r v e  H i m  m o r e  c o m p l e t e l y .

P r i n t e d  b y  W .  &  J .  B a r r ,  1 0 5 - 7  B r u n s w ic k  
S t r e e t, F it z r o y , N .6 , f o r  N e w  T im e s  L im i te d ,  
M c E w a n  H o u s e ,  M e l b o u r n e ,  o n  w h o s e  
a u t h o r i t y  t h e s e  a r t i c l e s  a p p e a r .
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