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EDITORIAL

M O N AR C H Y    O R    M AR X ?
Although much has been said and written concerning the 

birth of another Royal Prince, some of the comment un-
consciously reflecting a deep-seated yearning for the pre-
servation of an institution which is both stable and perma-
nent in a world of great change and revolution, it is 
clear that the British peoples generally have little real 
conception today of the true purpose of the Monarchy. The 
roots of their history have been cut. This appears to us to be 
a most opportune time to refer to this subject, and to draw 
attention to the little recognised fact, even by many students 
of Communism, that the Marxian draw their greatest 
strength from the very historical character of social thinking 
which is also the true basis of the institution of Monarchy.

No matter how false their theories may be, we ignore at 
our peril the truth that the most powerful appeal of the 
Communists is their doctrine of "historical inevitability." 
This appeal is increased by the dominant teaching in the 
West that the past doesn't matter, that tradition is "out 
of date" and "unscientific", and that the future, which alone 
is all-important, can be determined exclusively by the com-
paratively modern doctrine, "that the will of the people 
must be supreme." The Communists are, of course, correct 
when they stress the fact that man is a social being, that all 
human life forms part of a single historical process and that 
no people can truthfully claim to be independent of that 
process. Because the Communist thinks of himself as an 
active, intelligent part of a universal process, an active co-
worker with the purposes of human life, he thereby 
increases his power and is ever ready to make great 
personal sacrifices in order to further purposes about which 
he has no doubts whatever. He sees himself as an integral 
part of the flow of history. False as the Communist con-
ception of history is, large numbers of intelligent men and 
women have accepted it as the only alternative to the 
mechanistic view that the life of man can be regarded in 
complete abstraction from the flow of history.

In one of the most important books published in the 
post-war years, Freedom Wears a Crown, Mr. John Farth-
ing, brilliantly argues that:

“ . . . the British tradition (the free and living order 
whose strength and symbol is the Crown-in-Parliament) 
is that it is the only one whose underlying or implicit
interpretation of history is capable of dealing adequately 
with the Marxian who now have a jump on the rest of

the world precisely because they have a clear conception 
of history and realize to the full its importance."

We observed on the occasion of the Coronation of Her 
Majesty, Queen Elizabeth the Second, that while there 
were many references to a "Constitutional Monarchy," the 
great majority of those using this term would very quickly 
criticise the Queen, and her representatives, if they started 
to play an active role in government. Any suggestion that 
the Monarchy should, for example, exercise the power of 
veto in the same way that the American President does, 
would bring the immediate cry that this was most "un-
democratic". Those reacting like this generally defines 
democracy as "the absolute will of the people", inferring 
that this expression of will should be independent of time 
and reason. But even in America, often claimed as the 
"greatest democracy on earth", the absolute will of the 
people does not prevail except within a constitutional frame-
work designed to provide a framework in which is enshrined 
and protected an ideal of life to which people will always 
be subject. This ideal of life was the result of history, a 
history rooted in the Christian tradition.

The American Constitution is, in fact, an institution 
similar in intention to Monarchy. It is most important to 
note that the American citizen does not swear loyalty to 
the land that gave him birth. The oath of loyalty makes 
no reference whatever to the soil or to the map of U.S.A. 
The American citizen swears to defend a Constitution 
embodying a national ideal. But in British countries the 
Monarchy has been steadily reduced to a passive role in 
constitutional government. We are not denying for one 
moment the present great beneficial effects of the Monarchy. 
But we are asserting that so far has the undermining of 
our sense of history gone in British countries, that only a 
few, even amongst so-called educated men, could give a 
reasoned argument in favour of the traditional conception 
of Monarchy as part of a Trinitarian constitution and the 
living embodiment of national ideals and traditions.

John Farthing, in the book we have mentioned, summar-
ises the fundamental clash between the Monarchist and the 
Communist conceptions of society:

(Continued on page 4)



TW O P RES S LE TTER S ON INFL ATION
The following two letters, the first by James 

Guthrie in The Mercury, Hobart, of February 26, 
and the second by H. Gerrand in The Age, Mel-
bourne, of March 2, contain more realistic com-
ment on the inflation question than all the wordy 
press editorials put together:

The mad chase of prices and wages, each 
trying in vain to keep up with the other, is 
getting beyond a joke, and I think it is time a 
little logic was brought to bear on the matter.

Apart from everything else, the increased 
prices are becoming a first-class tragedy for 
pensioners and others living on a currency, 
which is disappearing in value each year.

The Mercury has stated what some people 
have been thinking for a long time: "The 
people may have wondered what standards and 
factors were used by the arbitration system in 
assessing wages."

I would say that the increase in the standard 
of living, that is, what wages should buy, should 
be automatic, and should be indicated by a 
gradual reduction in prices. In this way the 
entire population would receive a dividend de-
pendent on progress and efficiency. That many 
of the prices today are ridiculous is not a matter 
for discussion. One of the chief culprits in the 
maintenance of high prices is the Federal Gov-
ernment; it has a very heavy vested interest in 
high prices and high wages, as its taxation re-
turns clearly show.

It has been stated that the proposed rise in 
wages would circulate another £150 million a 
year. Most of this would go into prices. But 
the new credits issued by the banks to inflate 
prices could be diverted into another channel 
to reduce prices by reducing sales tax. This is 
not a theory: this is something that has been 
tried under the most rigorous conditions.

The price structure is top-heavy and the 
majority of the population does not possess the 
purchasing power to pay present-day prices, as 
the hire-purchase system clearly demonstrates. 
The large sums of money going into the build-
ing of capital goods this year will appear in 
prices and taxation next year, and this process 
is becoming so top-heavy that neither indivi-
duals nor their governments can balance their 
budgets.

What urgently requires explanation is why 
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the use of electric power, every new invention, 
and every improvement in management, should 
increase prices. Surely this indicates that our 
accounts are false from the point of view of 
overhead charges.

Fern Tree. JAS. GUTHRIE.

Sir. —For many years now all salary and wage 
earners have been expending much effort and 
money on chasing higher wages.

Experience, if nothing else, should have 
taught us that higher wages mean steeper prices 
and heavier taxation and the poor worker finds 
himself even worse off, so surely it is time we 
tried something else.

When wage rises are granted, industry has to 
meet the increased wages bill by obtaining an 
advance of new credit from the banks.

The recent basic wage and margins rise in-
creased the total Australian wage bill by £120 
million.

Why not pay, say, half of this amount to the 
wage earner in the form of a production bonus, 
thereby increasing his purchasing power with-
out increasing prices?

The other half could be used to finance a 
scheme of price subsidies applied at the retail 
counter.

This overall scheme would benefit all and 
harm no one.

The only people likely to oppose the pro-
posal would be the international financiers, 
whose only concern is power, and the Commun-
ists, who capitalise on industrial discontent and 
inflation.

H. GERRAND.

FLUORIDATION REJECTED

IN QUEENSLAND TOWN
The recent referendum on fluoridation in the 

small Queensland town of Chinchilla provided 
the first clear expression of Australian public 
opinion on this issue. The fluoridationists boldly 
claimed that Chinchilla would be a test case. 
They were defeated overwhelmingly. If they had 
won, the news would have been featured in the 
press and over the radio right throughout Aus-
tralia. But, as far as we can ascertain, the press 
outside Queensland completely ignored the rejec-
tion of mass medication by the people of Chin-
chilla. This is typical of the methods of all 
totalitarians.
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DEBT AND TAXATION IN 
ALBERTA

In spite of the criticisms of the Manning Gov-
ernment in Alberta by the late C. H. Douglas, and 
the obvious fact that this Government has pro-
gressively become Social Credit in name only, some 
monetary reformers have still continued to make 
extravagant claims for Alberta. When the Man-
ning Government introduced the idea of a divi-
dend financed out of oil royalties, we pointed out 
that, while the dividend was not a true Social 
Credit dividend, it was based upon a Social Credit 
conception. The hope was expressed that the oil 
dividend was a re-start towards introducing Social 
Credit financial and economic principles. But even 
this limited dividend was short-lived.

Much has been made of the reduction of the 
Albertan Provincial debt by those who have failed 
to appreciate the significance of the fact that this 
reduction was not achieved by the introduction 
of any Social Credit financial principles, but as a 
result of the tremendous increase in revenue of the 
Provincial Government, much of it from oil royal-
ties. Mr. L. D. Byrne, former Social Credit tech-
nical adviser to the Albertan Government, has 
observed that the start of the perversion of Social 
Credit by the Government coincided with the 
terms agreed upon to repay the Provincial Debt.

A member of the Alberta Government, Mr. 
Jorgenson, visited Australia for the last Com-
monwealth Parliamentary Conference, and was 
invited to address Social Crediters in Adelaide 
and Sydney. Upon our attention being directed to 
one lengthy press report of Mr. Jorgenson's exten-
sive claims concerning the reduction of debt in 
Alberta, we wrote to Canada and obtained the 
following revealing information as taken from the 
latest (1959) Canadian Year Book.

At the end of 1958 the total Provincial and 
Municipal debt of Alberta was 389,892,000 dol-
lars, the highest of any of the Western Provinces. 
It is true that the Provincial Debt of Alberta, 
72,636,000 dollars at the end of 1958, is the low-
est of the Western Provinces, but its Municipal 
Debt of 317,256,000 dollars was the highest. The 
most realistic measurement of the debt position in 
Alberta is the per capita debt, which is 347 dol-
lars. This is the second highest per capita debt of 
the four Western Provinces, Saskatchewan being 
the highest with 375 dollars.

Turning to Municipal Taxation, we find that 
Alberta's rate of taxation is only exceeded by Sas-
katchewan. Provincial taxes are much the same 
in all the Western Provinces and there is little 
variation in the price of goods.
THE NEW TIMES

We are not concerned here with the question 
of whether the Albertan Government is a "good 
government" or not, but with pointing out that 
many of the claims made on behalf of the Gov-
ernment are not true and that little or no at-
tempt is being made to advance Social Credit.

Interstate Lecturing Tour by
A. K. Chesterton and Eric D.

Butler
New Times readers will be interested in an 

interstate lecturing tour by visiting English writer, 
A. K. Chesterton, and Eric D. Butler. Already 
several successful Victorian meetings have been 
held.

HOBART
Mr. James Guthrie, of Fern Tree, Hobart, has 

arranged a small meeting for next Monday, 
March 14, and those desirous of attending should 
contact Mr. Guthrie for details.

ADELAIDE
A public meeting will be held at Laubman and 

Panks, Gawler Place, Adelaide, on Wednesday, 
March 16.

SYDNEY
Readers desirous of obtaining an invitation to 

attend a private house meeting on Sunday after-
noon, March 20, should contact Miss Kath Mar-
low at The Electoral Campaign, 296 Pitt Street, 
Sydney.

NEWCASTLE
A Dinner is being arranged for this centre, and 

those desirous of attending can contact the Rev. 
Fr. T. P. Lynam, Catholic Presbytery, Cessnock,
N.S.W.

HOUSE MEETINGS IN 
FULL SWING

The 1960 programme of house meetings is now 
in full swing. Results are most encouraging. Fol-
lowing a most successful meeting addressed by 
Mr. Eric Butler at the home of Mr. J. Lennie last 
year, a further meeting has been arranged for 
Saturday evening, March 12, when Mr. Butler 
will proceed further with an examination of the 
realities of national and international politics. Mr. 
Lennie's address is 47 Spruzen Avenue, North 
Kew. Readers living in the area are invited to 
bring along any responsible people they feel would 
be interested.

Details of further house meetings will be pub-
lished shortly.
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M O N A R C H Y  O R  M A R X ?

(Continued from page 1)

“  .  .  .  th e  m on a r ch ia l  id ea l  o f s o c i e t y  i s  th a t  o f a  fr e e  
a n d  e s s e n t ia l l y  h i s t o r i ca l  o r d e r  o f  l i fe .  A n d  b e c a us e  i t  
i s an  h is to r ica l or d e r  i t  d o es  n o t su p p os e  th a t a  pe r fe c t  
fa br ic  o f p oli t ica l-socia l-econ om ic l i fe h as  a lready been  
a ch iev ed . L ik e th e  M ar x ian , i t  i s fu l l y  a w ar e  o f the  
im p o r ta n t  r o l e  th a t  h i s t o r i c a l  ch a n g e  m u s t  p la y  in  th e  
l i fe  o f a  p e o p le ,  a n d  i t  i s  u n w i l l in g  to  su p p o s e  tha t  a l l  
su ch  ch a n g e  i s  p a r t  o f  a  m ea n in g les s  p r o c e d u r e .  M a rx  
seeks  to ex p la in  a l l  h istor ica l ch an g e  b y fi t t in g  it  in to a  
p red eterm in ed  fra m ew or k  o f d ia lectic  n ecessit y ; th e 
m on ar ch a l id ea  o f a  p e r son a l or d er  ca r r ies  w i th  i t  th e  
fu r th er  idea  o f an  essen tia l ly free  d evelopm en t o f l i fe . . .. 
W h ereas  th e M arx ian  v iew s th e h istor ica l p r ocess a s a  
space-tim e system  based  on  n ecessity, th e m on arch ist sees  
th e  h i s t o r i ca l  d r a m a  a s  r o o t e d  th r o u g h o u t  in  fr e e d om  
an d  in  th e sen se o f r esp on sib i l i t y th a t fr eed om  a lwa ys  
involves.

"W h er e th e M arx ian  a ffirm s th e im p ossib i l i t y  o f a d -
v a n c in g  t o  a  n e w  a n d  b e t t e r  o r d e r  o f  l i fe  th a n  th a t 
p rescr ibed  by th e la w s o f n a tu re, save b y app ea l to h a tred  
an d  con fl i c t, revo lu tion , d estru ction  an d  d ic ta torsh ip , th e  
B r it ish  idea l is tha t of an  essen tia l ly evolu tion a ry advan ce, 
ap p ea lin g  th rou gh ou t to a  sp ir i t  o f un it y  cen tr in g  in  th e  
th ron e an d  in  th e cr ea tive  fr eed om  en sh r in ed  in  B r it i sh  
t r a d i t i on s .  T h e  on e  a im s  t o  d e s t r o y,  th e  o th e r  t o  fu l f i l l ,  
th e  la w . "

W e a re firm ly con vin ced  a fter  m an y yea rs o f exp er ien ce,  
th a t  th e r e  is  l i t t le  h o p e  o f m e e t in g  th e  C om m u n is t  ch a l -
len g e  w ith  su ccess  w h ile th e  C om m un ist i s p er m itted a  
m on op o l y o f  a n  a p p ea l  to  h is t o r y;  w h i le  th e  p r e v a i lin g  
p o lit i ca l ph ilos oph y o f th e W es t is th a t th e "m a jori ty  w il l "  
ca n  d o  n o  w r on g ,  th a t  th i s  w i l l  d o e s  n o t  r e q u i r e  t o b e  
in for m ed , en ligh ten ed  o r  in sp ir ed  b y an  a pp ea l to an yth in g  
beyond itself.

In  u p h o l d in g  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  B r i t i sh  r o l e  o f  M o n a r ch y  
in  con stitu tion a l g overn m en t, w e  a re n ot con cern ed  so m u ch  
a b o u t  p r es e r v in g  th e  p a s t ,  a s  o f  d i r e c t in g  a t ten t i on  to  t h e  
v a s t  a n d  a l m o s t  u n t o u c h e d  r e s o u r c e s  o f  t r u th  a n d  p ow e r  
in  th e essen tia lly  C h r ist ian  idea l of a  k in g ly order  o f l i fe, in  
ord er  th a t b y ap p recia tin g  th e g rea t h er itag e  w ith  w h ich  w e  
h ave been  b lessed , w e  m a y a s a  p eop le p o in t th e w a y to  a  
fu t u r e  w h i ch  o u r  h i s t o r y p r o v e s  c o u l d  b e  o u r s .  B y  su c h  
an  appea l to h istor y a s w e  sug gest, w e believe  th a t B r it ish  
M on ar ch y c ou ld  p r o v e  on e  o f th e  g r ea tes t ba r r ier s  in  th e  
w or ld  to th e C om m un ist ad van ce. A  stu d y o f C om m un ist  
l i tera tu r e an d  p o lic ies lea ves  n o d ou b t a b ou t th eir a tt i tu d e  
tow ar d s M on ar ch y.  T h e  tra g ed y is  th a t  g r ea t  n u m ber s o f  
n on -C om m un ists a ccep t basica lly  th e sam e v iew . L o yalis ts  
ever yw h ere cou ld  fi t t in g ly  ex p r ess th eir  th an ks  for an oth er  
R o ya l  b i r th  b y c o m in g  t o  g r ip s  w i th  th is  q u e s t i on .

PA G E 4

T h e  C o m i n g  A f r i c a n  R e v o l u t i o n :  W h i l e  th e  w o r l d ' s  
p ress an d  th e S oc ia l ists ever yw h ere h a ve been  ap p lau d in g  
P r im e M in ister  M a cM il lan 's fa m ou s "w in d s o f fr eed o m"  
s p e e c h  t o  th e  S o u t h  A fr i c a n  P a r l i a m en t ,  th e r e  h a s  be e n  
n o  m en t ion  o f th e  g r o w in g  n u m b er  o f w a r n in g s  c om i n g 
f r o m  a u t h o r i t i e s  t h a t  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  r e a l i t i e s  o f  th e  
A fr ican  s itu a t ion . T h es e a u th o r i t ies  w arn  th a t th e  B r it i sh  
P r im e M in ister 's  a d d ress  cou ld  be  a  m a jor  fa c tor  in h a ste n -
i n g  a  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  A f r i c a ,  l e a d i n g  f i r s t  t o  c h a o s  a n d  
t h e n  t o  C o m m u n i s t  e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  t h e  c h a o s .

T h e b la ck  A fr ican  N a tion a list lea d ers, m ost o f th em 
d e m a g o g u e s  o f  t h e  w o r s t  p o s s i b l e  t y p e ,  a r e  a l r e a d y  
r ea c t in g  b y  b o l d l y  s ta t in g  th a t  n o t  e v e n  a  m u l t i - r ac i a l  
s oc i e t y w i l l  b e  a c c ep ta b l e  to  th em :  th e  E u r op ea n  m in o r i -
t i e s ,  w h o  a l o n e  h a v e  b r o u g h t  a  d e g r e e  o f  la w  a n d  o rd e r  
o u t  o f  ba r ba r ism ,  m u s t  n o w  b e c o m e c o m p l e t e l y  su b s e r-
v i en t  to  a l l -n a tive  g o v e r n m en ts  "e le c te d "  b y  p e o p les  w h o  
a r e  s t i l l  p r i m i t i v e  in  th e i r  o u t l o o k .

T h e  m u ch -p u b l ic is ed  P r im e  M in is te r  o f G h a n a ,  D r . 
N k rum ah , h as in d ica ted  h is con cep tion  o f d em ocra c y b y  
th r o w in g  h is  p o l i t i ca l  op p on en ts  in to  p r ison  a n d  for c i n g  
o th e r s  t o  f l e e  th e  c o u n t r y .  E v e n  in  th e  B e l g i a n  C ong o ,  
on c e  r eg a r d ed  a s  th e  m o s t  s ta b l e  c o l on ia l  a r ea  in  Afr ic a ,  
th e  r o t  h a s  s e t  in  a n d  i t  i s  n o w  c la i m e d  th a t  t h e  
M a c m i l la n  a d d r es s  h a s  h a s ten e d  i ts  sp r ea d  a s  t h e  
B e l g ia n s  p r e p a r e  t o  a b d i ca t e  b o th  p o w e r  a n d  
r es p on s i b i l i t y .  T h e r e  is  op en  ta lk  n o w  o f J o m o  K en ya t ta , 
on e  o f th e  in sp i r a to r s  o f  th e  fr ig h t fu l  M a u  M a u  t e rro r  
b e in g  fr e ed  t o  p a r t ic ip a t e  in  th e  fe v e r ish  d ev e l op men ts .

E u r o p ea n  n on - N a t i on a l i s t  s u p p o r t e r s  in  S o u th  A fr i c a 
h a v e  b e c o m e in c r ea s in g l y sh o ck ed  a s  th e y  fu l l y  r ea lis e d  
th e  fu l l  im p l i ca t i o n s  o f  th e  M a c m i l la n  p o l i c y ,  a  p ol i c y  
th a t  g oe s  fa r  be y on d  a n yth in g  th ey h a ve  e v e r  su g g este d  a s  
an  a l tern a tiv e  to  th e  "A p ar th e id "  p o l ic y o f th e  N a tion a l is t  
G o v e r n m en t.  I t  i s  c lea r  th a t  th e  N a t ion a l is t  P a r ty  w i l l  n o w  
g a in  in c r ea sed  s u p p o r t  fr om  s e c t ion s  o f  th e  n o n -
N a tion a lis t g r ou p s a s it  is r ea l ised  th a t th e com ing  rev o lu -
t ion  in  A fr ica  c o u ld  e v en tu a l ly  fo r c e  th e  E u r op ea n s t o  
e v a c u a t e  e v e r y  p a r t  o f  th e  c o n t in en t .

A n o t h e r  a s p e c t  o f  A f r i c a n  d e v e l o p m e n t s  w h i c h  h a s  
b e e n  c o m p l e t e l y  o v e r l o o k e d  e x c e p t  b y  a  f e w  p e n e t r a t-
in g  o bs e r ve r s, is th e fa c t th a t ev e r y n e w  S ta te cr ea ted  in  
A fr i ca  m ea n s  a n  in c r e a s e d  n u m b er  o f  d e l e g a t e s  in  t he  
U n i ted  N a tion s w h o  c on sisten tl y  v o te  for  p r o -C om m unist  
p o lic ies . A lr ea d y th e m a jor i ty  p r even tin g  R ed  C h in a fr o m  
be in g  sea ted  in  th e U n ited  N a tion s h as been  dan g er ou s ly 
r ed u c ed .  H o w  m a n y  A u s t r a l ia n  M em b er s  o f  P a r l ia m e n t 
h a v e  l o o k ed  a h ea d  a n d  c on s id e r ed  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f a  
m a j o r i t y  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  d e m a n d i n g  th a t  D u tc h 
N e w  G u in e a  b e  h a n d e d  t o  th e  In d o n e s i a n s ?

I f th e rea l h istor y o f th e p r esen t p er iod  is ever  wr itten ,  
M a c m i l la n 's  " w in d s  o f fr e e d o m "  a d d r es s  w i l l  b e  r e cal l ed  
a s  b e in g  e v e n  m o r e  d i s a s t r o u s  th a n  h i s  fa m o u s  m i s s io n  
t o  M o s c o w  t o  p r ep a r e  th e  w a y  f o r  th e  m a r ch  t o  " t h e  
S um m it."
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