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EDITORIAL

MELBOURNE ANGLICAN SYNOD CONDEMNS INFLATION
"CONTRARY TO RIGHT ORDER IN SOCIETY"

The 1960 Melbourne Anglican Synod carried the followig resolution, with minor amendments, by an over-
whelming majority: "That whereas the current policy of '‘controlled inflation' progressively robs large numbers
of people of the value of their various savings, and thavhereas this policy bears heaviest upon pensionersuper-
annuated people and like sections of the community leacapable of defending themselves economically; thahis
Synod considers inflation to be unjust, contrary to righ order in society, and that the Federal and State Govaments
be informed of this resolution.”

The motion was proposed by the Rev. Norman Hill, \War of St. Mark's, Fitzroy. The following are the
notes of Mr. Hill's address:

Your Grace, dividuals of the value of their various forms of savings,
This motion not only challenges one of the most im- it is completely immoral. To put it bluntly, inflatios theft.
moral and destructive policies being imposed by all And it steals from those least able to take any effective
Governments today, irrespective of their labels; it chal- steps to protect the value of the money they hawvesdtly
lenges the widely-held view that politics, economics and acquired. It has deprived tens of thousands of ourlglde
finance are outside the jurisdiction of the Christ@murch. citizens of that ease and tranquility they had pkah
The claim that the policies of Government are no con- that their life savings would provide for them in the reve
cern of the Christian Church is simply the repudiation of tide of their lives, and has forced many of them to re
any suggestion that the Moral Law applies to Governmentsturn to work. Although steps have been taken to try to
as well as to individuals. If Governments can continue to protect the active clergy against inflation, what of the
operate in a moral vacuum, then how where and whertragic plight of our retired clergy? Their plight has been
is the growing encroachment of Government policies upondiscussed sympathetically in recent years, but datiorf
the rights, liberties and personal responsibilities of the continues their economic position must continue to de-
individual to end? A halt must be called somewhere or teriorate. The position of the various pensioners in the
Caesar will soon demand all that belongs to God. Bothcommunity is a national disgrace and a challenge to all
history and common sense tell us that the counting oiwho call themselves Christians. | speak with deep feeling
heads at elections, which have progressively become blataron this question of the pitiful plight of the pensioners
contests in mass bribery, will not halt the growing dedsa  because | have many of them in my Parish and know
of Caesar. The process of political voting has neverthat every increase in the price level is literally a qoesti
created moral values, a fact which we Christians might of life or death for some of them.

ponder with considerable profit. My thesis is that the "CONTROLLED INELATION" AND PROGRESS

upholding of the Moral Law is primarily the concern Of. When our so called learned economists discuss theigest
the Church, and that the Church has got to restore its : : :
of whether the rate of inflation is controlled at one

position to the stage where it is true to say, as it once .
percent or two percent per annum, they are in fact

was, that Christianity is an effective part of the law in . : : .
this still predominantly British community. saying that they are only |nt.erested in controlling _the rate
of robbery, not of stopping it. Even one percent increase
CHRISTIANITY AND CONSTITUTIONALISM per annum, which today is apparently regarded as quite

We are heirs to a unique heritage of constitutionalism, an achievement, has a devastating effect upon the pen-
which grew out of the climate of opinion created by the sioner struggling to keep himself alive on the pittahee
Christian Church in England. Every Christian in the receives from the Government. But this fact appears either
English-speaking world should know that English Com- to have been overlooked by the advocates of "controlled
mon Law was directly influenced by Canon Law. inflation", or they callously regard the theft from sas,

To those who may be asking what has Canon Law,fixed and low incomes as part of the price to be paid for
Common Law or constitutionalism generally got to do what they like to call progress. One of our lead#gno-
with this motion concerning inflation, | point out that mjsts, knighted for his so called public services, made a
constitutionalism rooted in Christianity has to do with prilliant contribution to this question not so long ago

individual rights and justice for all. Inflation is an in-  when he urged that the term inflation be removed from
sidious attack upon both rights and justice. As it robs in- (Continued on page 2.)



the language and replaced with the term expansibis T  of this matter and readily appreciate the frustnatiof

is a classic example of what George Orwell described asproducers of all kinds, but particularly production-e
double speak. But truth is not altered by describing it in gineers, when politicians, economists and other theoreti
different words, and if progress means sacrificing ¢hos cians, including sometimes | regret to say, members ef th
sections of the community least able to protect the@eval clergy, continue their monotonous chorus about working
of their earnings and savings, then it is aboutetithe harder, producing more, and thus reducing prices.dfeh
nature of this much vaunted progress was examined ¢is one field of human endeavour in which we can ilgad
little more closely in the light of fundamental moral see that the discovery and application of God's truths can
principles. provide us with greater material abundance and greater

VIOLATING THE MORAL LAW freedom, it is in the modern production system. Evesw

_ _ _ technological improvement is the result of discougri
We can, of course, ignore the Moral Law in relation- 416 ahout natural laws. It is the discovery and obe

ship to politics and economics because we have free will {hase natural laws - - God's laws. not man's - - whic
But sooner or later the price must be paid for violatimg t  ¢naples a modern factory to produce an increasing volume
Moral Law. The immoral policy of inflation is not only 4 go0ds with a reduction in the amount of human energy
robbing numerous individuals; it is having disastrous social gxerted; which enables the farmer to grow a hundred
consequences. How many young couples are forced t(graing of wheat where he could previously only grow one.

keep postponing the joy of children while they both \easured in terms of production per man hours worked —
work because they find that the steady increase i©epri  ihat is the only natural law of cost — production has be

not only reduces the value of their savings but also B1ake come increasingly more efficient. Producers have done
it difficult for them to buy their block of land a@hnbuild gyac1y what the theorists have urged. But the progressive
their home upon it? There is no doubt that the fantasti reqyction in the real cost of production has not made it
prices being asked for building blocks Is relatedtie  hq5siple for prices to be reduced to reflect thigh. It
rapid increase in feverish speculation by a growingber is clear then, that the Government's financial rufiegate

of people who thus seek to try to protect the value of their {he natural law and that the Government must not be
money. This feverish speculation furthers a feeling of permitted to continue to blame the unfortunate iict
general instability in the community and has a dangerou o jis policies for the continued rise in prices. Thevern-
psychological impact. It certainly helps further the@ah  yent should not resent Church interest in the moral as

marked moral decline so obvious today. pects of the inflation problem, because the Prime Minist

Unfortunately, we clergy are having our immediate jngicated, at least by inference, that the Churchusth
attention so strongly focussed upon effects thatevellt 56 some views, when he invited representatives of the

to ignore or overlook basic causes. Many of the problems~n,rch to be present at the first conference he held on
of young people can be traced back to the fact $ivete  jhfiation. But that was at a time when he appareiiy
an early age both parents have been forced to Work. |ieyed that he really could fulfill the 1949 electioroprise
know that in some cases it can be argued that gueed “to put the shilling back into the pound”. Since thee
is the motive for both parents working, but my exper&nc h5ye all been conditioned to accept inflation ameo

Is that the great majority of women are forced 0@t hjng inevitable, at the best to be only "controlled
their homes because of financial causes. Beforenthe INELATION NOT INEVITABLE

it was very rare in this country to find middle class veom hall his d : £ tabili hef
going out of the home to work. But today there has been _ Sl enge this doctrine of inevitability. .T eft,
even if described in economic jargon, is not inevieabt

social revolution because of inflation. Inflation has alsva b q it q | basieaite
been a revolutionary policy, leading ultimately to more®an P€ stopped It a strong stand on a moral basrane.
It is up to Governments to find the appropriate waysl

and more totalitarianism. It was inflation in Germany _ . S .
the twenties, which destroyed the middle class, dalised means of implementing moral objectives. It is the duty and

the whole community and paved the way for Hitler. The'€SPonsibility of the Church to deal with the objees
historians tell us inflation was one of the major feas of only. There is nothing new about what | am asking this

the collapse of the Roman Empire. History is repestin Synod to do. The mediaeval Churchmen were very con-

itself simply because there is the same violatiorightness., ~ c€'néd and very active about this very question of prices.
They may not have been very successful in devising pedcti

THE NATURAL LAW OG- TRUE QO5T methods for implementing what they aptly termed the
OF PRODUCTI ON Just Price, but they did at least recognise that $tgnand
This Synod is not the proper place for the presentatiojustice in a money economy necessitate a price system,
of an economic treatise, for, as | see it, the tale of the which does not rob the individual of the value of his money
Church is not to concern itself with techniques iry-an Modern inflation is the ancient evil of coin clipping annew
secular sphere, but to confine itself to statingesiyes form. Coin clipping was rightly regarded by Church
that are moral. But may | briefly draw attention teet |eaders as one of the worst of crimes and those found
fact that there is an ascertainable natural lawwé ttost  guilty of this practise deserving of the hardest ghment. |
in production, which is distinct from what is termeddn-  might add here that there was also a time when thedbh

cial cost. By virtue of my training as an engineer befo was courageous enough to express some definite views
joining the Ministry, | have some first-hand knowbgl concerning the morality of usury.
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It is time that the Church recovered some of itstlo
courage on these great social issues. | desirepoess
the opinion, based upon considerable personal investiga-
tion, that if the Christian Church really wishes t@vh any
impact upon that large number of people who either no
longer take it seriously, or who regard it merely wible
type of sentiment often displayed towards nice, digder
but innocuous aunts, then the Church must clearly re
state in modern terms the old truths concerning the tr
nature of authority, power and freedom, and persistently
uphold those truths, not in vague, general terms, but in
relationship to specific issues such as inflation.Iufaito
speak out clearly and strongly on this and similauess
only helps convince an increasing number of people that
the Church has nothing worthwhile to say on the grea
Issues concerning power and its abuse.

A NEW MAGNA CARTA REQUIRED

May | conclude by observing that one of the great land-
marks of our British and Christian history is Magnat@a
a document bearing witness to the fact that oved 70
years ago the great Stephen Langton and his fellow
Churchmen were able to play a decisive role in insgstin
that there was a Moral Law which even Kings must obey.
The over-riding intention of Magna Carta was to bsta
lish every individual in his rights. Today we need avne
Magna Carta to restore the many rights lost since tisé¢ fi
Magna Carta. The Church can make a start by publicly
condemning immoral Governmental policies such as infla-
tion. As | have pointed out, and no honest, intelige
person can deny it, inflation, whether "controllen" "un-
controlled”, is a form of subtle theft. If we reallglieve
in the Commandment, "Thou shalt not steal", then &t u

Pre-Christmas House Party
Saturday, December 10

Melbourne metropolitan and near metropolitan
supporters will be pleased to know that Mr. and Mrs.
Eric Butler are again making their home available fo
a pre-Christmas Social Credit House Party.
Unfortunately, they were unable to arrange this usual
annual event last year.

The House Party will be held on Saturday,
December 10, and guests who so desire may arrive in
the late afternoon and prepare their own barbeculean
lovely surroundings. Barbecue facilities will be
available, but those coming must bring their own food.

The House Party will provide excellent relaxation and
enjoyment for all, both young and old. Special
arrangements are being made to ensure that this last
Social Credit social evening for the year is the most
enjoyable yet held. There will be billiards, table
tennis, dancing and other forms of enjoyment.
Supporters may bring their friends.

The entrance charge will be only 5/-. All profits made
from the evening will be donated to the
Movement's funds.

Please note:

Those intending to attend the social would assist in
the catering arrangements if they indicated that they
will be present.

Those desirous of attending, but lacking personal
transport, should let us know at their earliest
convenience.

Make A Note Of The Date Now. This Will
Be A Night Of Real Enjoyment.

Christmas Poultry

Make arrangements for your Christmas poultry now.

insist that Governments must obey it as individuals. The Dressed cockerels of all weights supplied at comipetit

methods used by the Government - - the techniques -a prices. These birds have been produced under natural
not our concern. We do not tell the police how to go about conditions. No antibiotics have been used, either for

their business of protecting individuals against the viofat

caponising or for feeding. Order throudtew Times

of their property or other rights. We are, | repeat, gffice. —Adwt.

concerned with moral objectives only. Right order in
society is impossible while official theft is condoneb.
therefore urge that this motion be carried in order that
victims of theft will see that the Christian Churblas
not forsaken its traditional role as the great suppoofer
justice for all based upon Christian principles.

THE AMERICAN
PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS

"THE REAL COMMUNIST
CHALLENGE
TO CHRISTIANITY"

In the announcement in our last issue concerring
Real Communist Challenge to Christianity we inadvert-

ently said that copy of this would be posted withe
As we go to press it appears probable that SenatoNew Times. Extracts from Mr. Butler's 1959 Anglican

Kennedy will win the American Presidential Electsorhe
influential New York Times openly came out in favour of
Kennedy at a vital stage of the campaign. This wilphe

Synod address have been used in our columns in the past.
But we do urge all supporters to assist the Leagtie
Rights with their nation-wide distribution of this iop

ensure a big Jewish vote for Kennedy. Many other influen- tant document.

tial dailies have also come out in support of Keadyne

Bulk supplies will be made available by the League at

While the real policy makers are, as usual, undoubtedly 4,_ per dozen, post-free.

placing their money on both candidates, there idelit
doubt that Kennedy is their first preference. If Kedye
wins, we shall publish a survey of his record.

THE NEW TIMES

Order direct from the League of Rights, Box 1052J.
G.P.O.
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BOOKS MAKE THE IDEAL medical expert, it is a work which the average layman ca

readily understand. This work presents many challenges
CHRISTMAS  PRESENT to the Christian. Price 32/-.

The Heritage Bookshop suggests that books make the
ideal Christmas present for most people. A wide range of
books may be examined at the Bookshop's office, asta li ANGLICAN SYNOD REJECTS
supplied upon request. Compared with prices paid for RESOLUTION CONDEMNING
other articles, books are not expensive—and those supplie ,, ”
g PP MWHITE AUSTRALIA” POLICY

by the Heritage Bookshop are of permanent value.

The following suggestions for Christmas presents are _ L .
really important books and are well produced: The Melbourne Anglican Synod had its first division in

The Brief for the Prosecution, by C. H. Douglas. This 42 years, when the show of hands on a motion condemning
is the last of the author's series contributing to an underAustralia’s present immigration indicated that the vote

standing of world politics. No comparable commentary would be very close. When the division took_ place, the
of the causes of war and the ultimate seat of responsibilind@mendment moved by the Rev. Norman Hill was de-
for the threat to civilisation. Price 11/-. clared carried by 98 votes to 84. The vote took place

The Iron Curtain Over America, by Colonel John Beaty. during an afternoon session, when the majority of lay
This great classic, beautifully written and produced, hasMémbers of Synod were not present. If the vote had been

been reprinted in numerous editions since first publishegt@kén during the evening session with most lay members

in 1951. Colonel Beaty held a key position in the American Présent, there is little doubt that the majority agathst
Military Intelligence Service for five years andshmavelled ~ Motion would have been substantially greater.

widely. Well documented, with a comprehensive index, 1he Rev. Hill's amendment has been described as a
this work is an example of truth being strangerntha masterly tactical move" which left those clamouring for

fiction. The history and influence of Political Zionism @n alteration of the present immigration policy without

carefully traced. Essential reading for those whotwan any effective reply. It was significant that, generally

understand how the present world situation developed SP€aking, the older clergy, particularly returned service-

Price 40/-. men, solidly supported Mr. Hill, while the younger clergy,
Freedom Wears A Crown, by John Farthing. A brilliant fresh from the influences of the University, supportegl th

exposition of the necessity of the institution of Monarchy motion.

as part of the constitution of the free society. One of the While the press could not ignore the debate, there
great books of our times. Price 36/-. no doubt that much greater publicity would have been

The Hungry Sheep, by Sir David Kelly. This book given had the motion been carried. In our next issei@viN
covers a broad canvas and deals with the fundamentsP€ Publishing extracts from Mr. Hill's most courageous

issues of our times. It is a challenging book, dealing with 2ddress.
the philosophical disease destroying Western Caibs.

Tt o Fang Frosgay. (" PO BRISBANE_ MEETING OF

An Agricultural Testament, by Sir Albert Howard.
Many books have been written on organic farming and Mr. Eric Butler will meet Brisbane supporters of
gardening since the late Sir Albert Howard pioneered the The New Times at the Board Room above BAFS Dispen-
organic movement, but this work still remains the sias sary, 331 George Street, on Wednesday, November 23rd,
exposition of fundamental principles. Price 25/-. at 7.30 p.m.

Secret Societies and Subversive Movements, by Nesta H. Mr. Butler will speak on the current international situa-
Webster. This work, by one of the most painstaking of tion and readers may bring any interested friends.
English historians, remains the standard work on the
subject it covers. The chapter, "The Real Jewish Peril
is a real gem. Also invaluable is the scholarly exaronat
of "The Protocols" from the point of view of their
authenticity. Price 26/-. SUBSCRIPTION TO THE NEW TIMES

The Church and Farming, by Rev. Fr. D. Fahey, C.S.Sp.
This has truly been described as "a remarkable book.'
Father Fahey shows the relationship between falde-phi Make all cheques, money orders of postal notes
sophies and the evils in the field of health, farming, and payable to New Times Ltd.
family life. The author appeals for a restoratioh o
organic unity in society. Price 20/-.

Battle for The Mind, by Dr. William Sargent. This is
a comprehensive survey of the subject of what has come
to be known as "brainwashing." Although written by a
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