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* COMMONWEALTH AFFAIRS
Thought for the Week: 'So far from ignoring the material world,
Christ said that He had overcome it. Man did not live by bread
alone, but sufficient bread was essential. 'Give us this day
our daily bread'. God the Father has provided an abundance of
the material things required for the 'life more abundant' which
Christ spoke about."

-Eric D. Butler in "Releasing Reality".

PRESIDENT CARTER'S UNPLEASANT MESSAGE: Like the spokesmen for the
Fraser Government, who continue to insist that their finance-
economic strategy is "working', some spokesmen for business also
demonstrate an amazing capacity for self-delusion. Last week, for
example, Mr. Brian Powell, director of the Victorian Chamber of
Manufactures, insisted that economic recovery was on the way. He
said, "There is increasing eyidence that the Government's economic
strategy is working, and there are now real prospects of growth

and jobs, based on reduced inflation and improved international
competitiveness in the 1980's." The Fraser Government's "strategy"
was based upon reducing taxation, inflation, interest rates and
unemployment. Taxation has been progressively increased, inflation
is moving upwards again, and will go higher - as a result of
Government policies; unemployment has remained high, while interest
rates have also increased. There is a threat of further increases
following the steep increase in the U.S.A.

Much more realistic about the general situation is President Jimmy
Carter, who perhaps feels that honesty may prove much more of a
political life-saver than wishful thinking. Speaking in California
on October 11th, President Carter said that austerity and financial
"discipline" were "unavoidable'. The Carter policy is an attempt
to halt the rising inflation rate in the U.S.A. While the Presi-
dent insists that he is going to "fight" inflation without creating
more unemployment, the reaction of the Wall Street Stock Exchange
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gives some indication of the crisis conditions developing in the USA.
’ Unless countries like Aistralia take steps to insulate themselves from

what is happening in other countries, then it is certain that Austral-
’ ians will also be subjected to 2 lower real standard of living.

The "austerity' programme announced by President Carter would only
make sense if the United States had experienced a major break-down in
its production system, food production perhaps being affected by
serious drought. But the United States is capable physically of
providing an abundance of food, clothing, shelter and the amenities
of a civilised society. Australia is in the same position. Talk of
"austerity" programmes suggests that the free enterprise production
system has failed. It has been so successful in the U.S.A. that not
only can adequate be provided for all Americans, but there is such an
enormous surplus that much of it is sent to the Communist enemy under
the most liberal credit terms. Now it is proposed that Red China
should also be financed so that it can receive a flow of economic

" blood transfusions.

As we have pointed out over many years, until certain basic truths
concerning finance and real economics are faced and acted upon, all

g industrialised nations operating under present financial policies are

: doomed to try to solve their domestic problems by striving for greater
exports. In many cases exports are sheer economic loss for the
exporting nations. The "fight" for foreign markets is a type of
economic warfare which can lead either to military conflict, or the
type of world State. One thing is certain beyond all argument: no
genuine stability 1is possible under financial policies of increasing
debt, higher taxation of all kinds and high interest rates. The
present deepening crisis has develOoped generally as we have warned over
the years. We must repeat our warning that our society is on the
verge of greater convulsions. Attempts by Governments to take "firm
action" without removing the basic causes of the convulsions can only
lead to the open revolutionary situation anticipated by the Marxists
of all kinds.

THE BETRAYAL OF BISHOP MUZOREWA: By the time this comment appears,
the London talks on Zimbabwe-Rhodesia may have collapsed with the
terrorist leaders Mugabe and Nkomo leaving to attempt to make

good their threat to obtain power through the barrel of the gun. The
Soviet will, of course, ensure that there is no shortage of guns.

But irrespective o what happens now, Bishop Muzorewa has been betrayed
by a British Government adopting the treacherous policy urged by

Prime Minister Malcolm Fraser. His position has been hopelessly
compromised by his acceptance of the British proposal that the in-
fluence of the whites of Zimbabwe-Rhodesia be seriously reduced.
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The Bishop's violation of an agreement he entered into with the Smith
Government, an agreement which enabled him to be elected as Prime
Minister, heading a black government, left Mr. Ian Smith with no

other alternatiyve but to return to Salisbury to denounce the Muzorewa
agreement to the British proposals. The fears of the whites have been
increased. To be fair to Bishop Muzorewa, once he had been pressured
to enter into talks at which the terrorist leaders were given equal
status, he had been maneouvred into a type of no-win situation. If

he had refused to make any concessions to British and other pressures,
the position of the terrorists would have been strengthened. But by
making the concession he has weakened the Government of national unity
in Zimbabwe-Rhodesia. And what if another election should be held
under the modified constitution, with once again the terrorists being
invited to attend, and declining to do so, intensifying their terror-
ist attacks? Would the British Government - and the Fraser Govern-
ment - agree in unequiyocal terms to back that elected Zimbabwe-
Rhodesian Government?

By refusing to accept the election of seven months ago, the Australian
and other Governments haye indicated that they will support nothing
but a Zimbabwe-Rhodesia in which the position of the whites is so
hopeless that they will have to leave. Mugabe and Nkomo are demanding
that the whites receive no compensation for their properties. If the
whites are dispossessed and receive no compensation, what will Lord
Carrington, Mr., Fraser, Mr. Peacock and the rest have to say about
this? Little, if anything.

Perhaps the most realistic summary of the London talks has been
provided by the South African Prime Minister, Mr. Botha. Expressing
his dissatisfaction with the talks, Mr. Botha likens the situation to
"a football match that must be played over and over again until the
winners lose." The last remaining faint hope of preventing a major
collapse in Zimbabwe-Rhodesia is that the growing back-bench revolt of
the British Conservatives will trigger a similar revolt in Canberra,
Wellington and Ottawa, And that if the South Africans are confronted
with a situation which demands they openly send military forces into
Zimbabwe-Rhodesia, they will be backed by at least the British Gov-
ernment. The betrayal of the Muzorewa Government can only be-
described as another of those sickening examples of Western cowardice
and treachery which have been such a feature of this century.

BRIEF COMMENTS: A Mr. M. Liffman, described as the "co-ordinator,
Ecumenical Migration Centre', protests because even the Commonwealth
Minister for Immigration and Ethnic Affairs, Mr. MacKellar, felt it
necessary to point out a number of errors of fact in Mr. Al Grassby's
latest report. Mr. Grassby's report is, humorously, described by
Mr. Liffman as an '"important social document". When confronted on
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television with some  the major errors of fact and misrepresentation,
Mr. Grassby conceded nothing, but waved his arms and let loose a torrent
of evasive verbiage. The League of Rights' case was well put by

W.A. State Director,Mr. Ray White, who stressed the point that what is
urgently ncesssary is for a national referendum at which the people

can have a say about their future.

* * * *

Having both failed to honour their pre-election promises, with
disastrous results for both New Zealand and Australia, Prime Ministers
Muldoon and Fraser are now actively engaged in promoting a type of
union between the two countries. As with the initial European Common
Market talks, the stress is that only closer economic and trade links
are envisaged. But these are but the forerunner to political union.
Ultimately it is planned that New Zealand and Australia should be
absorbed into a Pacific Common Market. Prime Ministers Muldoon and
Fraser are to have a major conference in Wellington early next year.
New Zealanders should carefully watch for the hooks in the baits offered.
Their best hope of salvation is to maintain their own sovereignty.

* * * *

Mr. J. Bjelke Petersen is being realistic in his refusal to contribute
to an "aid to Kampuchea" fund. Significantly, the Commonwealth Goyern-
ment will now allow tax deductability on such aid. Mr. Bjelke-Petersen
quotes Andrew Peacock as saying (The Australian, Oct . 15th) that he
doesn't know if aid to Kampuchea is getting through. For all we know,
financial aid to Kampuchea could be being spent on guns!

We have no doubt that Mr. Leonard Teale, a very fine Australian actor,
and Chairman of the Kampuchea Relief Appeal, is utterly sincere when he
draws a comparison between the Good Samaritan of the Bible ("did the
Good Samaritan monitor the money he gave to the innkeeper?") - and

aid to Kampuchea. In the days of the Good Samaritan, the innkeeper

was a man of standing, integrity and substance in the community. A man
to be trusted. This is an entirely different ball game to placing ome's
trust in Communist authorities, who are trained to use any dirty,
devious trick they can get away with to advance any objective of the
moment. More clear thinking please.

BASIC FUND IS ROLLING: The 1979-80 Basic Fund of $45,000 has got off
to a good start. But much greater momentum is necessary. Can we hear
from some of our "pace-makers"? [Example is an inspiration to all.

In spite of inflation and planned expansion, the League is again only
asking for $45,000. Provided that Basic Fund is provided, the League
can multiply it with its growing activities. The need was never
greater. W.A. contributions to P.0. Box 16, Inglewood, 6052. Queens-
land and Northern N.S.W. contributions to Mr. Jeremy Lee, Ravensbourne,
Q1d.,4352. All others to Box 1052J, G.P.0., Melbourne
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