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The price of Freedom is eternal vigilance —
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Thought for the Week: "I am the light of the world; he who follows
me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life".

- John 8 - 12.

 

 

LIGHT IN THE GATHERING GLOOM: By Eric D. Butler.
 

Christmas 1982, will be recorded as one of the most significant
moments in history. What is left of Christian Civilisation totters
on the brink of horrendous developments. The growing gloom of 1982
will be followed by a descent into what can only be described as a
New Dark Age - not unless some type of miracle occurs to reverse the
policies of death. But there can never be complete darkness while
the light of Truth continues to shine.

No one who has studied C.H. Douglas, beyond doubt the
greatest mind of the twentieth century, is surprised about the
succession of disasters which have afflicted mankind during this
century. As predicted by Douglas and his disciples over the past
sixty years, perseverance with financial policies designed to make a
false economic philosophy work, would inevitably lead to increasing
disaster. The overall result of finance-economic orthodoxy is
increasing centralisation of all power over the individual, who is
progressively driven down the scale of existence as bigger groups,
becoming eventually mindless mobs, are manipulated by power maniacs.

Just as the growth of practical Christianity freed the
individual from the group, freeing his most divine attribute,
creative initiative, resulted in a distinctive type of Civilisation,
with its respect for the rights of the individual, so the retreat
from practical Christianity is leaving behind a growing wasteland,
physical, cultural and spiritual. With each further attempt to
centralise power, there must be further disintegration.

But no matter how man defies Reality, he cannot change it.
No matter how many times an individual jumps over a cliff and crashes
to the bottom, the law of gravity remains. When enough people adopt
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a sufficiently humble approach to that Truth, or Reality, which
Christ said would make us free, and obey it, then the regeneration of
a sick society will begin.

The Light of the World guided man through the long centuries
of the Dark Ages, showing him the way forward. That light will continue
to shine so long as there are sufficient to heed the advice, "Let yourlight so shine before men, that they may see your good works and give
glory to your Father Who is in Heaven". This light is going to be
needed as never before in the developing New Dark Age. Readers of this
and other League journals, whose eyes have been opened to the Truth,
now have a special place in the human drama. Their dedication and
sense of service to the Truth will decide the future.

On behalf of the League and its staff, I wish all readers and
their loved ones a Happy and Holy Christmas.

PUBLICATION DATE: This is the last issue of "On Target" for 1982.
 

The first 1983 issue will be published on Friday, January 2lst. Book
orders from Melbourne will be attended to over the holiday period.
But mail will have to wait until after the holidays.

POLITICAL GIMMICKRY AND “WAGE FREEZE": The Fraser Government's
 

counsel, Dr. Gavin Griffith, presenting the case for a “wage freeze"
before the Full Bench of the Arbitration last week, confirmed our
view that Mr. Fraser and his colleagues are engaged in political
gimmickry, designed to win the next elections by claiming to be “doing
something" about the economic crisis. When questioned by the
Arbitration Deputy President, Mr. Justice Ludke, on whether it would
be possible to assess the effect of the freeze, Dr. Griffith said,
"One would have to be here in January, 1984, to establish whether it
was a leap into light or into the dark". Mr. Justice Ludeke referred
to 1931 when the then Arbitration Court cut all award wages by 10 per
cent on the application of the Federal Government.

When Mr. Fraser attacked the Hayden budget of 1975, he
indicated very clearly that he understood that an increase in irdirect
taxation, particularly Sales Tax, was the major cause of price increases
and wage demands. The Melbourne University Institute of Applied
Economie and Social Research predicts that as a result of the Fraser
Government's policies, the inflation rate for 1983 will be nearly 12
per cent. This means that if wages are fixed at present levels, there
will be a reduction of 12 per cent in the purchasing power of the
people, even greater than that imposed 50 years ago in the Great
Depression. History records that the 10 per cent cut in 1931 was
disastrous. There will be even greater disaster in 1983. But Mr.
Fraser hopes to get re-elected before the electors wake up.

BRIEF COMMENTS:
In spite of the latest Morgan Gallup Poll figures, which show that
electoral support for the Labor Party now stands at 50 per cent,
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compared with 41 per cent for the Liberal - N.P. Coalition, the
campaign to replace Mr. Bill Hayden with Mr. Bob Hawke continues.
Mr. Hayden has been criticised for Labor's failure to gain only a
2.7 per cent swing in the Flinders by-election. But Mr. Hawke
adopted a very high profile in the election campaign. The two
Victorian State by-elections, held on the same day as the Flinders
by-election, showed electoral support for the Cain Labor Government
remaining firm. For different reasons, both the ALP and the
Liberals, along with the media, have failed to canvass the question
of whether the relatively poor showing of the ALP was because of the
ALP candidate,real estate agent, Mr. Regan Ward. During the last
week of the campaign Mr. Ward issued a writ against "The Age",
Melbourne, because of serious allegations published about Mr. Ward.
Unless the Fraser Government's wage freeze gimmick fools electors,
Labor must remain favourites to win the next Federal elections. Mr.
Hawke's powerful backers find this disturbing. We also are dis-
turbed, because Mr. Hayden will continue the disastrous policies of
the present Government. A Hawke government would be even more
disastrous.

Fa * * * = te *
The media have publicised the claim that 40 per cent of

those voting in the Flinders by-election wrote “no dams" on their
ballot papers. Our suspicion that this figure was grossly
exaggerated has been confirmed by a reader who acted as a
scrutineer, who says that the figure could not have been higher than
10 per cent. It will be recalled that in the Lowe by-election the
anti-dam campaigners claimed that 15 per cent had written "no dams"
on their ballot papers. Scutineers can only observe but not touch
ballot papers. Electoral officers do not count the number of ballot
papers marked "no dams", confining themselves to counting votes and
discarding the informal yotes. The claim of 40% is a classic
example of how the media can be used to present false information.

* * * * * *
The Fraser Government's decision not to impede the

decision of the Tasmanian Government to build the Franklin River dam
is blatantly political. Mr. Fraser is a strong supporter of the
World Heritage concept. But he is also hungry to hold on to power.
With Tasmanians, rightly or wrongly, overwhelmingly in favour of
building the dam, opposition by Mr. Fraser could result in the loss
of five Tasmanian seats. However, with the well-financed
conservation" movement now threatening to campaign on the dam issue
in every marginal electorate at the next Federal elections, Mr.
Fraser and his colleagues could find themselves attempting a new
round of double-talk.
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THE RACE AGAINST INFLATION: Mr. Neil G. McDonald offersthe following
lighter comment on the situation, suggesting that the Christmas Season
is an appropriate time for a little humour;

 

Inflation - galloping with jockey John Howard, out of control
looks set for the Government Steaks.

From An Outside Barrier by Long Odds, Inflation has never been
headed. At the Canberra Stir-rup Cup, Inflation left its stable running
mate, Cost of Living, marooned in the starting stalls.

Unemployment - top weight with No Incentive, was expected to
tail the field. But, after rounding The Hump, Unemployment followed
Recession and began a long chase after Jobs.

Liberal - aged and shaky continues to show poor form. With
its party hack, Labor, both geldings veer to the left. Neither offers
a serious challenge to upset Gloomy Economy.

After a Steward's inquiry, it seems that A Satisfactory
Solution is really Improbable.

Swabbing and a re-run may be ordered.
Prices too has come under Suspicion. Pushed hard by Sales

Tax, Prices stretched Increased Wages by at least one third extra
horse power. According to non-Goyernment experts, Sales Tax adds over
$3000 million to the Cost of Living - a lot of hay!

There is increasing interest in Sales Tax. Am early
scratching would stimulate Production and revive Gloomy Economy,

If The Budget is balloted out, a Better Solution as a
substitute presents a real chance.

An interstate entry, No Dams, like Silent Majority, has no
proven form.

No Dams is a big threat only when accompanied by Interference
in State Affairs.

Tasmania should be able to control Energy. Its genuine
supporters, up to date on Track Form, expect to punt heavily on
Production and send the outsider, World Heritage Stirrers and its
backers - to the knackers!

IS BASIC FUND ON TARGET?: Sunce our last report, 4/ supporters have
between them contributed $3,506, lifting the total Basic Fund to
$24,609. We salute the inspirational giving of the relatively small
number who have so far backed the fund. But we hope this will inspire
the overwhelming majority who have not yet contributed. Just oyer
another $20,000 only is required. Please ensure the dedicated few are
not deserted. What we would like to see is a flood of smaller
contributions. Let us start the New Year by raising the balance required.
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