A WEEKLY COMMENTARY

o NEWS HIGHLIGHTS

T

"II K@ S
. .
The price of Freedom is eternal vigilance -

Registered by Australia Post — Publication No. VBH 0999

e BACKGROUND INFORMATION

* COMMONWEALTH AFFAIRS

— i A

Vol.21 No. 46 i4th December, 193¢

Thought for the Week: "We must realise that there is a revolution
taking place - a revolution which is destroying our Federal
Constitution and system of Common Law based on the authority of God
and replacing it with a system based on the =muthority of Man.
There is a war on between two religioms: Militant atheism - called
Humanism — and Christianity; between two completely incompatible
philosophies and ways of 5 17 ve

Arthur Tuck, in The Australian Revciution a983)

THE NORTH AMERICAN RURAL CRISIS: Eric D. Butler reports from
Canada: .
"Before the U.S.A. Presidential elections, President Ronald Reagan
was listing the lower rate of inflation as evidence supporting his
contention that he was presiding over an 'economic recovery'. Two
days ago I was listening to a broadcast from a U.S.A. farming
function, and a prominent rural spokesman was having some hard things
to say about farm economics, stressing that American farmers were
playing a major role in subsidising the lower inflation rate through
uneconomic prices for their production. The spokesman referred to
the continuing cost-price squeeze which has in recent years forced
tens of thousands of farmers off their properties throughout the
Free Nations of the world. He listed high interest rates on heavy
rural debt as one of the principal contributors to the deepening
rural crisis in the U.S.A. And he warned that if present financial
policies were designed to keep driving out the smaller private farms
in fayour of large-scale farming corporationms, there would be
substantial inereases in food prices. The spokesman said that
American farmers needed at least 16% increase in prices for their
production - to halt the present rural crisis,

"president Reagan is strong on anti-Communist rhetoric, but this
sounds hollow when before the Presidential elections he offered

the Soviet an extra 10 million tonnes of grain, this offer being

1 primarily designed to please American grain-growers, who under the

i financial whip have been flailed into producing ever-greater
quantities of grain. No-one seems to know what price the Soviet is
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paying for wheat imports from the U.S.A.

"The rural scene in Canada is just as bleak as the American scene,
Figures recently released by the Canadian Federal Department of
Consumer and Corporate Affairs reveal that farming bankruptcies
increased by 19% over the past twelve months. Mr. Charles Gracey,
General Manager of the Canadian Cattlemen's Association, charges that
the high level of farm bmkruptcies is the result of monetary policies
of the last Federal Government. Canadian farmers I am meeting are
pessimistic about the future unless they receive some fingncial help.
"Control of food is control of life. The complete totalitarian state
cannot be established while an independent rural community remains,
The Soviet crushed the private farmers through a policy of 'get big or
get out'. The end result is disaster, not only for the rural
community, but for the whole nation. Rural communities everywhere are
holding a vital front in the defence of civilisation and should ' be
encouraged in every way to organise to defeat destructive financial
orthodoxy" .

ORWELLIAN STATISTICS: Just like the pig, Squealer, in George Orwell's
"1084", who always managed, when things were getting worse, to dig up
some statistics "proving" they were really getting better, Australians
are being treated to the same manipnlation, :

The week before the election, The Bulletin's front cover claimed
the economy was coming to the boil. A highly enthusiastic article
claimed continuing economic recovery. The same line, naturally enough,
was pushed by Prime Minister Hawke and Treasurer Paul Keating, both of
whom campaigned on their claim that Australia was "the fastest-growing
economy in the world".

The picture changed algost as soon 3S the election was over <
surprise. surprise! The Age (December 5, '84) carried the front-page
headline: "Economy Goes Off the Boil". The news broke that September
quarter figures actually showed a decline, with a drop in G.D.P. of
0.9 percent. What terrible luck for Mr. Hawke that the figures for the
September quarter were not available until three days after the
election!

We have no doubt that this news will provide an opportunity for the
Prime Minister to cancel his pre-election promises that the level of
taxation will rise no further. It will probably also provide a fresh
opportunity for another National Summit Conference, where the P,M, can
once again ask us, with tears in his eyes, to stand “"shoulder to
shoulder with him" as we tighten our belts once more.

The Australian (December 6th) proyided fresh confirmation for the
warning given by the League of Rights in its pre-election Intelligence
Survey about Australia's dangerous debt crisis:

"The head of the Department of Trade, Mr. John Menadue, said
yesterday that there was an urgent need for Australia to generate more
export income in order to service its growing foreign debt. Mr.
Menadue noted that in the past five years Australia's foreign debt
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had more than tripled from $41 billion aud was approaching the
leyels of financially-endangered Third World countries. "These
figures are unprecedented in recent Australian economic history", he
told a tusiness group in Sydney. "It is not surprising therefore
that some question the prudence of such borrowing. They argue
ominously that Argentina, Brazil and Mexico have debt commitments
not that much greater than ours...."

We notice that neither Mr. Hawke nor Mr. Peacock dwelt too much on-
Australia's debts during the election, But they will loom more and
more in an ominously frightening, economic erisis that looks like
breaking in 1985!

Mr. Hayden was close to the truth when he described the A.L.P. as
looking like a Bankers' and Big Business Party. The same
description could equally apply to the Liberals,

THE INFORMAL REVOLUTION; '‘Far from being one<off aberrations that
may never re-appear again, the high informal vote and the strength
shown by single-issue minority parties in last weekend's election,
now look as though they may be permanent factors affecting the
future operation of Australia's complex electoral system".

- Peter Robinson, in The Sun-Herald (Sydney), December 9th,

Readers will recall the anguished howl of distress from "Labor"
circles as the high informal yote rolled in. It was Mick Young's
fault: voters were confused by the block-party Senate vote, and
transposed this to the House of Representatives ballot paper. In
other words, voters are a bit dilly, and the Ynew" voting system
for the Senate backfired: Not much of a reflection of the
politicians' fellow-Australians, who in our view are not dilly at
all, but rather sophisticated voters. Anyway, what does all this say
for compulsory voting? We have always maintained that the
compulsory vote forces an irresponsible wote. People who are Just
not interested in politics at all are forced to put a mark on a
piece of paper. To the best of our knowledge there are only two
European democracies which force cempulsory veting - viz. Anstralia
and Belgium. Even those terrible New Zealanders do not have the
compulsory vote, although Mr. Lange, urged ever onwards to the Red
Paradise by his own set of ideologues, may "eatch up" with his
Australian colleagues.

Mr. Robinson observes, that evidence strongly suggests the high
informal vote, along with the vote for minor parties (e.g. Nuclear
Disarmament) are really a sophisticated voter reaction to

compulsory voting and the docking and weaving by the major parties
to comply with "poll" trends. Labor scrutineers hayve said that up to
25% of the informal vote in some Victorian seats were blank ballot
papers, and another 25% were defaced ballot papers; t1.e. at least
50% of the informal vote was a protest vote. We go along with this.
We have, also, already said that Andrew Peacock's "success'" was the
result of a protest vote (in the main against Labor) MMr. Peacock
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has little to crow about, and will be a fteplish politician if he
expects the ne.t Federal election result to fall into his lap. He
and his colleagues will have to perform, and pecform well. Wich the
authority given him by his good showing at the recent polls, he can
crack the whip now.

THAT BILL OF RIGHTS: "The Federal Govermment should release its
draft Bill of Rights as soon as possible, Mr. Justice Kirby said at
the weekend". The Sun (Melbourne), Decamber 10th,

Mr. Justice Kirby, former Chairman of ti# Law reform Commission, and
now President of the Court of Appeal of the W.S.W. Supreme Court,
said the Govermment's refusal to detail this Bill before the recent
Federal election was "perhaps understandgblie’.

The Age (Melbourne), commonly called "the Spencer Street Soviet", in
Victoria because of its consistently Left-wing line in politics and
social matters, even went a little further. It editorialised: '"Not
until the draft Bill (of Rights) is openly published can: people judge
whether the Government is on the right track or whether the critics are
correct." Fair enough, but our bet is that The Age, will back Gareth
Evans' Bill of Rights once it has been let out of the dungeons.

Mr. Justice Kirby made his remarks whilst addressing the Annual
Oration at the B'Nai B'rith (Children of the Covenant) at Caunlfield

- a Melbourne suburb with a very high proportion of Jewish people.

He did observe (interestingly) that he had doubts about the proposals
of the Human Rights Commission to introduce the offence of "uttering
words likely to result in racial hatred". Surely, a person of common
sense would take the opinion that it is far, far, better NOT to create
an unstable population in the first place., A person of common sense
knows that "prevention is better than cure", Why, why, then bring
into Australia unassimilable people, both by race and religionm, and
thus create an undesirable racial climate? All official "remedies"
will Fail, and will incite hostility beth against the unassimilable
races, AND govermments. No multi-cultural society throughout history

has ever succeeded. "Birds of a feather, fly together."

BASIC FUND: The Liberal-N.C.P. voters haye had a boost because of the
Labor "reverse" (such as it was). If the Coalition continues to be
frightened away from the Aboriginal Land BRights issune, the Heritage
' issue (Flag, Anthem, Governor-General), the Constitution issue (attack
E on States, erosion of liberties via High Court political judgements on
| United Nations Covemants, Declarations, etc.) < then Australia will
continue to slide down the slope away from our traditional form of
; democracy. Regrettably, we are not at all confident that such will
i not happen. So we'll need every dollar to maintain our momentum.
: The Basic Fund now stands at $34,342 after 13 supporters last week
donated/pledged $1838.
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