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THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK: "The much-vaunted freedom of the press is a

strange one. Freedom of the press means to distort, freedom to lie,
freedom to conceal facts, freedom to cast aspersion and innuendo,
freedom to sow discord, freedom to intrude on grief and privacy, and

freedom to confuse." Dr. Michael J. Hurry in Who Hold The Balance?

 

 

 

LEAGUE NATIONAL WEEKEND SPIRITUAL FEAST: The 1989 National Weekend of
The Australian League of Rights was a major watershed in the history
of the League. It demonstrated beyond all doubt that not only had the
massive national anti-League campaign, triggered by the notorious
Senator Boswell attack early in 1988, completely failed, confirming
the essence of Mr. David Thompson's brilliant address at The New Times
Dinner in which the young N.S.W. League State Director said that the
impact of a movement like the League could be measured by the quality
of its opponents. We should welcome enemies of the ability of a

Phillip Adams, said Mr. Thompson, and, as Christians we should also
love them. "But how can you love your enemies unless you have
enemies?" asked David Thompson.

 

 

Chairing his first New Times Dinner, David Thompson's response to the
toast to The New Times was an example of the spiritual and intellec-
tual content of the highest order. Its impact was electric as was the
address of the Dinner Guest of Honour, the Rev. Cedric Jacobs, M.B.E.,
C.P., J.P., who was given a standing ovation at the conclusion of his
address. A dinner guest was heard to comment that the Uniting Church
had rendered Australia at least one outstanding service when they
sought to deprive Cedric Jacobs of a parish and an income. This out-
standing man of genuine Aboriginal background, had responded to his
Church's attitude that he saw this as a challenge to take his mission
to a much bigger congregation - the Australian people. He praised
the League of Rights for the role it was playing in making this
possible.

 

In a type of personal testimony, Cedric Jacobs clearly revealed that he

was a man who believed that his faith would sustain him. One of the
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highlights of his address was the revelation of how in 1981 he had led
a delegation of Aborigines to a United Nations Committee in Geneva.
Cedric Jacobs was scheduled to present papers concerning the alleged
oppression of the Australian Aborigines. The material to be presented
had been prepared by the radical activists dominating National
Aboriginal Conference.

As he left by air for Geneva Cedric Jacobs, accompanied by the Confe-
rence's senior research officer, became disturbed by the nature of the
paper he was to present. It contained allegations which he knew were
not true. He agonised about what he should do. As his plane flew
over the Pacific he sat back to watch the film to be shown. It hap-
pened to be The Chariots of Fire, which is based on the Scottish runner
Eric Little, later to die as a Christian missionary in China, who
refused to run on a Sunday at the Paris Olympic Games in the early
twenties. Even when personally appealed to put his nation's standing
first by the then Prince of Wales, Little firmly declined, stating
that his first loyalty was to his principles. Cedric Jacobs said this
film made such an impact on him that he broke down in tears and
resolved there and then to tear up the speech prepared for him. When
he reached Geneva he re-wrote the speech and oe a tremendous stir
among the radicals when he presented it.

 

There was loud applause when National Director Mr. Eric Butler
announced at the Dinner that the young West Australian John Lane, who
has not long become 21, was to join the League full-time next year.
John Lane is representative of the growing number of young people of
ability who are joining the ranks of the League. John Lane delivered
a short but inspiring Paper at the National Seminar on the Saturday.
The Papers presented were of the highest quality, with the final Paper
being given by the Rev. Cedric Jacobs. Book sales were massive.

The National Seminar on the Sunday took the League to new heights, the
major highlight being the report by Mr. Jim Cronin, the man whose
Action group on the West Coast coined a new term, "Bank Watch". This
was a classic example of grassroots work of the highest standard. A
full report on this campaign and "Bank Watch" is being prepared.
Representatives were present from all States. Three of the Reports
were given by young University students. David Thompson outlined the
League's strategy concerning what is clearly emerging as a major issue,
that of the environment. Once again the League is leading.

The Action Seminar covered all aspects of the League's work and on-
going programme. National Director Eric Butler said that in his
opinion the Seminar was one of the most inspiring in the history of
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the League, and matched the great challenges now confronting the nation.
It was imperative that adequate financial support be provided to finance
the expansion. Numbered amongst those present at the Action Seminar
was Mr. Barry Tattersall, another man moved by faith. His contribution
was most stimulating. Over a hundred representatives of the League left
at the conclusion of the weekend to take the good news back to their
respective States and districts: The League is on the verge of new and
greater offensives.

THE BASIC FUND: There has been a spectacular leap forward in the Basic
Fund and figures will be given next week. Pilease keep the donations
flooding in. All contributions:: to Box 1052J, G.P.O., Melbourne, 3001.
The challenge of John Lane's offer to serve must be met. The National
Headquarters must move towards computerisation.

 

A GLOBAL GREEN AGENDA by David Thompson:
 

A series of international conferences are gradually yielding the spectre
of a global environmental agenda, being ultimately controlled through
the U.N. But the global green agenda has little to do with solving
environmental problems. Rather, it has to do with the centralisationof
power on a global scale. It is all about the erosion of national
sovereignty.

It is clear that Australia's Fabians and their sympathisers are in com-
plete accord with the agenda. Governor-General Hayden made the comment
that solutions to environmental problems extended beyond the sovereign
rights of nations. Mr. Hawke will be pushing for joint international
action on the environment at the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meet-—

ing in Kuala Lumpur later this month. The Commonwealth Secretary-
General, Sir Shridath Ramphal, is actively developing the agenda. In
January, Ramphal produced a Cambridge speech "A Global Green Agenda" in
which he said:

"Underlying the Brundtland Commission's message of a ‘common future' was
the premise that we must think of our planet not only as a world of many
states, but also as the state of our one world. That we must be ready
to nurture tomorrow's concepts of global governance, not have them
stifled at birth by yesterday's notions of national sovereignty; that
human survival may not be secured save by the reach of enforceable law
across environmentally invisible frontiers."

 

 

 

 

Ramphal, of course, serves as a member of the Brundtland Commission, the
World Commission for Environment and Development.
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GARETH EVANS AND GLOBAL LAW:
 

In March, Foreign Minister Gareth Evans addressed the InternationalLaw
Association in Sydney, spelling out the Australian position on the
"global agenda':

"The task ahead will be to persuade countries in our region that envi-
ronmental concerns transcend national sovereignties and that every
country has a responsibility to protect the environment for future
generations. I represented the Prime Minister at a summit meeting in
The Hague, of 24 Heads of State, which adopted a declaration designed
to give political impetus to urgent international efforts to tackle
the problems of climate change ... to deal with the unprecedented
global threat posed by the greenhouse effect, the depletion of the
ozone layer and related phenomena. The signatories to the declara-
tion have acknowledged and agreed to promote a number of principles,
including:

 

- The development, within the U.N. framework, of new institutional
authority to combat further global warming of the atmosphere;

- The adoption of appropriate measures to promote the effective imple-
mentation of and compliance with the decisions of this authority,
the decisions which will be subject to "control" by the International
Court of dustices.3

 

 

GLOBAL GREEN POLICE:
 

A careful reading of these statements, and of Mr. Gorbachev's U.N.
address in December, 1988, hints very strongly at the emergence of a

global green police force. This new policing body will apparently have
the power to make and enforce new international environmental legisla-
tion, in order to save the world! Sonny Ramphal speaks of "enforceable
law across environmentally invisible frontiers".

 

Senator Evans is fully aware of the emerging role of the U.N. He is
now actively lobbying for the job of President of the U.N. General
Assembly (The Age, 2/10/89). Evans is the spiritual successor of
Dr. H.V. Evatt, who first filled this office, being fully aware of the
role the United Nations could play in disposing of Australia's sove-
reignty. Evans sniffs the fulfilment of the long-term goals.

 

"ON TARGET" is published and printed by the Australian League of
Rights, 145 Russell Street, Melbourne. Subscription $25 p.a.

 


