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THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK: "The road to Hell is paved with good intentions. 3

Old English maxim 

 

THE "AUSTRALIA FIRST CAMPAIGN" by David Thompson:
 

As the sabotage of Australian industry becomes even clearer, with
massive unemployment being one of the results, growing resistance to
the "level playing field" is building up. At one time, those who

questioned the 'rationalist' economic dogmas were contemptuously
regarded as economic morons, who still thought the earth was flat.
Reality is an effective disciplinarian, and practical people who are
genuinely frightened at what they see happening to Australian industry
are refusing to be intimidated by ideological dogma.

Mr. Rhys Jordan, the Manager of Public Affairs for the Chamber of
Manufactures in N.S.W., points out that manufacturing is not competing
on an international level playing field at all - it is struggling up

a cliff face! He said:

"We need to abandon this level playing field concept and start taking
some lessons from the people who are getting it right around the
world. If they (government) don't, they will preside over the
destruction of the manufacturing sector in this country - there is
evidence of that..."
Mr. Jordan observed the loss of 140,000 jobs in manufacturing since
June 1989, and companies such as Nissan, Edgell, Pacific Dunlop,
Birdseye, I.C.I. and Duracell have concentrated on expanding overseas
rather than producing in Australia. He called for more government
incentive in manufacturing.

THE ASIAN EXAMPLE: While economic rationalists insist that any indu-
Strat protection is amistake, other countries (as Mr. Jordan implies)
feel no such qualms. Mr. Gregory Clark, an academic living and
teaching (economics) in Japan, notes:

 

"Apart from Hong Kong, which relied on exploitation of cheap labour
for 30 years, every Asian economy has relied on heavy government
intervention and, inmost cases, heavy protectionism.
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"The lesson of Asia is that interventionism and protectionism can
succeed if they are part of an intelligent industrial strategy.
"If even the Americans and Europeans realise they have no real chance
of competing with Asia and no choice but to use tariffs, anti-dumping
and import quotas to force the Japanese and other Asians to build
import replacement factories, how can anyone expect Australia to
make it in Asia?"

BREAKING THE POLICY STRANGLEHOLD: Both Government and Opposition have
locked themselves into an almost identical policy position; the elimi-
nation of all tariffs by 2000, and internationalising the Australian
economy. The deregulation of finance was an essential pre-requisite.
This industrial strategy has been accepted because the only alterna-
tive to the "global market" (economic self-sufficiency) has been
abandoned as ‘politically incorrect'. It must be stressed that no
amount of voting at elections can change the policy objective of the
"global market" - both Parties are committed to it. The only practical
answer is to campaign hard to force one side to change. This requires
a well-organised, well-funded, limited objective campaign. This cam-
paign now appears to be emerging in the form of the “Australia First
Campaign".

 

The slogan for the Australia First Campaign is "Save our Farms, Fac-
tories and Futures". An Executive Committee has been chosen to direct
the campaign from a General Committee, comprising nine positions:
three each from unions, farmers and the business sectors. Campaign
managers for the Executive Committee are the Australian Association
of Independent Businesses, the group that recently successfully
managed the campaign for "Friends of Compass". The Co-ordinator for
the A.A.I.B. is Mr. Robert Hawks (note the spelling), with whom we are
impressed. The present programme of the Australia First Campaign, is
to establish Electoral Sub-Committees in each Federal Electorate,
which reflect the cross-sectional representationof the three major inte-
rests - farmers, unions and business. This is presently going ahead.

"AUSTRALIA FIRST" STRATEGY: The strategy to be employed is to cam-
paign to give expression to the growing rejection of "the global market"
in each electorate, and force the Parliamentary representative to
take the message to Canberra irrespective of which Party he belongs
to. The following is the Australia First policy statement:

 

"Undoubtedly the flood of cheap subsidized imports are destroying
our factories and farms, creating massive unemployment and
destroying our future and the future of our youth.

"Clearly, tariffs, import quotas, subsidies and health standards
are some of the options available to government; others may be
included.

"We will not be sidetracked by entering into the debate on which
particular policy or policy settings should be utilised in
particular industries.

"There is an abundance of politicians, advised by an army of
bureaucrats and consultants whose job it is to implement the
policy of the people.
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"If they are unable or unwilling todoso, then let them be stood
aside and replaced by those willing and able to enact the will
of the people."

An audited campaign fighting fund has been launched, with a target of
$10 million to fight the campaign. It is expected to raise this among
manufacturers, farmers, and the factory employees. In fact, a consi-
derable number of unions have already given support for fundraisingon
the shop floor. Expressions of support have been received from many
key sectors, including chambers of manufactures, trades hall councils,
trades and labour councils, rural action groups, "Bankwatch", several
farmers' unions, etc.
THE ROLE OF THE LEAGUE: The result of the League's long-term grass-
roots campaigning has helped to lay the groundwork for such a campaign
as this. It is groups like the League who paid no attention to being
"politically correct", and warned that the ‘level playing field' and
the global market were disastrous for Australia. It is due almost
solely to the League of Rights that in rural Australia there is a
general belief (if not genuine understanding) that the credit creation
mechanism provides nations like Australia with genuine creative oppor-
tunities. The League's part in the Australia First Campaign is to
recommend it to our supporters, and advise on strategy. We bear in
mind that this is a limited objective campaign. Maximum energy from
a range of diverse groups can be focused on the one important issue:
to break the trade policy stranglehold exercised by the political parties.

 

After World War II, C.H. Douglas frequently remarked that there was
effectively only one political party - the party of finance. Austra-
iian politics reflects this. Mr. Keating's A.L.P. has faithfully
followed the international financial programme from 1983. The Coali-
tion, under Dr. Hewson (educated by the "party of finance"), is quite
wiliing=to do“the<same-— “the -G.5:.T =a a creature -of the 2.M.F SFL

Australia is to remain a sovereign nation, then the Australian people
must exert their sovereignty themselves. This campaign provides a
mechanism to do so. The Australian League of Rights supports the
"Australia First Campaign".

CAMPAIGN ADDRESS: P.O. Box 372, Box Hill, Vic., 3128. Phone 008 815 741.
 

A NEW THREAT TO AUSTRALIAN SOVEREIGNTY - Eric D. Butler sends the
following from W.A.: The West Australian Labor Government has
announced that it will defend in the High Court a challenge by three
Kimberley Aboriginal groups concerning a vast tract of land in the
State's North-West. The basic issue involved is not merely another
land rights claim: it raises the more fundamental question of Austra-
lian sovereignty. The Federal Minister for Aboriginal Affairs, Mr.
Tickner, has tended to try to "play down" the matter, suggesting that
the chances of the High Court challenge being successful are "purely
speculative", and that "Most people are just getting on with their
lives", including the current landowners in the Kimberley. But the
West Australian Pastoralists and Graziers Association, representing
the landowners, does not see the situation like this. The President
of the Association, Mr. Tony Boulltbee, has strongly praised the W.A.
Lawrence Government for not shirking the responsibility "to defend
the sovereignty of the Kimberley".
The Kimberley case is the result of the far-reaching decision by the
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High Court on June 3rd (the Malbo case) when it was ruled that the
inhabitants of the Murray Islands in the Torres Strait had title to a
land over which they had a long and indisputable historical associa-
tion. A key factor in the case was that the Crown had at no time acted
to terminate the Islanders' tenure. It is argued that an enormous
area of the north Kimberley, taking in 4,000 kilometres of coastline,
was not discovered by the British and that Captain James Stirling had
claimed sovereignty over the Swan River colony and adjacent islands,
not over the Kimberley. While the High Court is not bound to use the
historic Malbo decision as a precedent, it is theoretically possible
that a High Court might rule in favour of the Aboriginal groups'claim
in the Kimberley. But such a decision would, of course, he virtually
a decision in favour of a sovereign Aboriginal nation. While itisat
present unthinkable that any Federal Government would agree to the surren-
der of any Australian territory, what of the future?
One of the most disturbing features of the. Kimberley case is that Prime
Minister Paul Keating backed the Aboriginal groups' application for
legal aid funding. Rosemary O'Grady, an Adelaide solicitor represen-
ting the Kimberley groups, has been quoted as saying that she had been
advised by Mr. Keating to apply to the Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islands Commission for money as it is estimated that costs will be up
to $10 million. The Pastoralist and Graziers' Association President
correctly points out that if the report concerning the Prime Minister
is correct, Australian taxpayers will be paying the bill for both the
challenge and the defence of their sovereignty.
A long drawn-out case before ‘the High Court must be regarded as the
beginning of a campaign with international implications, with Australia
challenged in the United Nations. Already there have been mini inva-
sions of Australia's north by an assortment of boat people. An
increasingly de-stabilised world has seen mass movements of large num-
bers of refugees. Highly populated Asian nations might well argue that
Australia has the capacity to absorb these refugees. International
pressure might well be increased through the United Nations. The
coming Kimberley case in the High Court is directly related to the
question of Australian sovereignty. Only an economically strong well
defended nation can protect its sovereignty against all challenges.
The treacherous policies emanating from Canberra must be strongly
repudiated. A start can be made at the next Federal Elections.
BRIEF COMMENTS: The War Crimes trials continue to run into problems.
Last week Adelaide magistrate David Gurry spent little time in dismiss-—
ing the charges against Mikoday Berezovsky, an Adelaide pensioner,
ruling that the prosecution had failed to provide adequate evidenceto
justify a commital for trials. It is high time that the disgraceful
war crimes saga was brought to an end with a saving of millions of
dollars for the Australian taxpayers.

 

* * * * * *
There has been much ado about the latest low inflation figures, Prime
Minister Keating is glowing with pride. What Keating and his advisers
have demonstrated is what every student of debt finance has pointed
out for years: under present financial rules the inflation rate can
only be forced down by wrecking the economy, creating massive unemploy-
ment and furthering social disintegration. Any stimulation of the
economy can only result in renewed inflation. What is required is an
increase in the money supply without increasing financial costs. New
financial credit direct to individuals without being paid through
industry, is the simple answer.
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