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NOTES OF THE WEEK. | mands—a council which, for convenicnce, We
It th Al may call the Privy Council. ~We may als
el e sudden commencement of the General Strike apply to these commands the distinguishing de':
doe(r)1 thg public by surprise, much more did its sud- signations ‘< White (Government) and ‘' Pin
end. The immediate occasion for the rupture (T.U.C.). There was no ““ Red” command—most

of negotiations was the ban on the Daily Mail's
R{ggosed' leading article imposed by certain printing
onlue ’llmc;ms'ts on the staff of that journal. ~Not
i%ir{’fr“tzlls the Trade Union Council guiltless of author-
ziw»b “fs. sectional irregularity, but it was not even
um‘(‘)r‘?_o it. Nor was it aware of the refusal of trade
hcatmsts i other newspaper offices to allow the pub-
0 \,I‘Q.“ of advertising matter prepared by the
5 We refuse to believe that any responsible
overnment would have dared to precipitate a strug-
%ei of whick it could not foresee the end, merely
. feav\lfs_e_ of something like a ‘‘ rag”’ on the part of
)E,Con,?‘-\‘_oupb‘_ of workers. But the Government’s act
iS’adoK's easily comprehensible when once the theory
e sip Cdl that it was in a position to foresee what
s i?qe 1appened. _That theory we hold; and we
it In common with observers who have better
A€ans of checking it than we.
4 = » -
brigfkils th?g"_r.\'l{m its least offensive presentment, is
Strike. T t was decided to stage a General
-10“.'e\'-cr ]v)e{ High Commands > on both sides,
% 'ﬁ hi ’it ad a sort of ‘‘ gentleman’s agreement ’’
dllst%hl w;lcfcordmg to the rules of ““ civilised *” in-
COmb?;t"mt rlarle-. If at any moment the opposing
Sereed (t.o ? ooked like getting out of hand, it was
S iha e mr"”?]rf’- a pretext for calling the fight off.
motor \-ei11~ ?:}hf“ opened. The Government hired
the Trad ]%j > 1Or carrying on public services; and
with t}k 5 mo? 4(‘0“@1'5’{55 issued permits to others
a ;Iene]-e ‘S‘im_m._?)JeCt. I'he Government pleaded for
did t} qu‘ e ?“ {‘J"‘fe of temper and violence; and so
SWeetIL i B ]mOn Congress. To keep the fight
mouth, & Cf?m, ayn( gentle it was necessary to shit the
tho“qf 0} ”‘;;‘ S}'/)Elp(*lr t‘-(h’tors of all brands. So al-
Purely )] 1.1-6 Az, Mail’s machins-minders acted
of y by mstinct in suppressing the * free speech
Carr]?t journal, they were in reality unwittingly
s out the deliberate policy of the secret
lted council of the opposing enemy COm-

of the Communists’ efficient generals had been put

under lock and key long before, and are there yet.
The ““independent *’ Press was muzzled, a&?h';n;
stead there appeared a newspaper of the : ltle
(T he British Gasette) and a newspaper o lcff
Pinks (Zhe British Worker).  These papers z:]
cording to plan, engaged in an exhibition spaé‘;;r%
match with sixteen-ounce gloves. At one "]tunwhcn
there was a suggestion of unfalrness, to w1 to T
the Government restricted supplies of L{mgffarti%tic
British Worker, but that was no dou t‘{terfvrchce
scheme to justify the GO}'Cmmen,t. 5w}l:ich was in-
with supplies of paper to 742 T“m.‘,]umns of real
conveniently giving two or thre"-,lc? That was not
news—Parliamentary debates—daily. wis sired was
what the Privy Council wanted: all 11t ligr:\'ernment
one journal to tell the strikers that the Bt ihe
was weakening, and another to tell the w"Now JiE
public that the Government was \v1nn1r}g.‘ o
figcht proceeded smoothly for some days, )]‘ g
after the Pink command began to lose 1ts hoid &
its own army. Some of its regiments Were m(g\ meG
forward to attack in advance of orders from a (t’.‘o'r;
This initiative from below produced a %ltutfll 1bv
which, if it developed, could only be dealt ;”tllxer-v
the promulgation of martial law; and indeed, the

tha ch a
are statements current to the effect tlli::vtt}?:(\’\fnr
measure was on the point of being taken b} e

; * S0
Office when the strike suddenly CQ”?P“‘.' =1
deed, not the strike, but the Trade ['nlc:n)gfrtlﬁfoe\t
it was who collapsed. The strikers }\:erk\vlerc B
ing up their hands; on the rontrar_\'It ei\hegc el
ing away their boxing gloves. n e o
stances the Trade Union Congress sent out & o
to the Privy Council— We've lostf (01\}{{? : 'V-T“
must instantly publish the prcl'r‘Xt-_ f).f({d 1n~§z hg
fight off.” In the meantime, the Plfl\ y O\Tn(ﬁ 11‘5'1 ‘
been sizing up the situation for itself, and s? '“.1“ as
ready with an impartial mediator—Sir Ter w]r'l
Samuel. This gentleman had a peace formula
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(doubtless all of it neatly typed out before the strike
began), and assured the Trade Union Congress that
if 1t would surrender unconditionally he would make
strong representations to the Government to do this,
that, and the other (what it was does not matter)—
in other words, he virtually guaranteed conditions
for the ‘“ unconditional” surrender. Then quickly
followed the farce of the surrender—the dramatic
visit of the Pinks to Downing Street, the portentous
announcement by Mr. Pugh, the ¢ Thank God’’ of
Mr. Baldwin, the tears of Mr. Thomas, and, to end
the perfect day, the British Broadcasting Company’s
declaration of Blake’s prevision of the advent of
Samtel to the music of a Communist-Anarchist in
celebration of the escape of the *“ Constitution.’’
* * *

Such an interpretation of the turmoil we have all
passed through will of course appear incredible to
the majorty of people, but that it bears a large
measure of antecedent probability our readers will
without doubt agree. Being an inductive conclusion
1t must be checked by reference to the flood of
printed fact and commentary which Fleet Street
1S now preparing to let loose on the country
over this week-end. One test is the position of Mr.
Thomas. He is a Privy Councillor. He was asso-
ciated with the strike.” Of this strike, the Daily
Mail, in its suppressed leading article referred to,
had said :—
_“It is not an industrial dispute. It is a revolu-
tionary movement intended to inflict suffering upon
the great mass of innocent persons in the com-
munity, and thereby to put forcible constraint upon
the Government. It is a movement which can only
succeed by destroying government and subverting
the rights and liberties of the people.”
If the Daily Mail believes this to be true, it ought
to be calling for the stripping from Mr. Thomas of
his Privy Councillorship. But it will not. Nor will
any other newspaper. Neither Mr. Thomas nor, for
that matter, any other leader officially connected with
the Pink forces, did anything which did not fall in
with the plans of the Privy Council. It purposed a
sts)talematﬁ, and the Whites and Pinks obediently
hrcvulght itoff. That is why the ending of the trouble
as been called by the Prime Minister a “ victory for
common sense ’—the common sense, of course,
being that of the Council, althcugh naturally the
1:[>\111§11c are imputing it to themselves. Another point.
& ough everybody sneered at Mr. Bevin's claim
hat {:he action of the T.U.C. in calling the strike off
s 0}? d not be regarded as a sign of weakness, but
:ﬁs T}‘dfls one of strength, there is no evidence to
tm_; 1 xt)te the claim. Then there were certain fea-
incoma (tnll)t the conduct of the strike which are
s ‘[‘)2111 le With the popular idea that the T.U.C.
ot 1arg:lll;odi o win. For instance, the calling

fact C}isadvamagees of men simultaneously had mani-

certainly gave
but feeling d
sure that tho

m
haaddﬁu?dett‘er use of the Trade Union forces if they
crowded t;gﬁtmld()f them. They would not have
i sands of fighters into a front where only
i h)(t)m red could haye room to fight. In a sham
_however, these matters are of no moment, so

We will not go into them, A i
: . . Another signi
of the strike was the action takeﬁrbglgmﬁcant b

esrfgom a tacticfal omt of view. It
ovement a feeling of solidarity,
O€s not constitute efficiency. We are

o d 34 return again when the fortnight
ructions.  This action was

_Prompted by the CXtensxvely that it ?;st‘,gzvg

{ﬁ;ttn;ﬁ};{ :Taoscr;? The ready-made theory wil] be
s the maximum period over which the

Trade Unions could issue strike pay. But this
theory requires the assumption that a fort-
night was an accurate estimate. Another,
and more likely, theory is that the strike was
planned to run for not more than a fortnight,
irrespective of the question of trade union funds.
Even if strike pay could have been issued for as long
as six menths it is pretty evident that a fortnight
would still have been the utmost limit of time within
which the strike could have been conducted under
the conditions desired by tthe Privy Council. For, 1m
addition to the fact that strike pay is insufficient to
support the strikers and their families, the reaction
of their combined reduction of spending power on
home #rade is tremendous—and cumulative. Very
quickly, dismissals of men from shops and factories
would follow upon the lockout and the strike, an
the Trade Union Congress would be spared the
trouble of calling out any more of its men. Indeed,
there would arise a situation in which one could con-
ceive of the whole membership of the N.U.R., for
instance, returning to work, but having to come out
again because their masters had no goods or pas-
sengers to carry. It is not to be doubted that the
Privy Council had all this in mind, and planned the
duration of the strike accordingly—with the proviso
that it might have to intervene before the fortnight
was up; which, in fact, it had to. If things had been
allowed to lapse there would have been open violence
which would have been met by martial law, and
(ignoring any possibility of the strikers gaining 2
victory over the military) an ultimate smashing o
the unions accompanied by the emergence of some-
thing very like a military dictatorship. Now either
of these results separately 1s feared Ey tthe interest
behind the Privy Council, i.e., the Financial Interest,
and their happening together would be considered
extremely dangerous. It is true enough that your
soldier in the saddle has a short way with *these
damned strikers,”” but no one can guarantee that he
might not devise a method of dealing with finan-
ciers who went on strike. That is the reason why
Finance desires peace and disarmament. It is also
true enough that the smashing of trade unionism
would be welcomed with shouts of joy by short-
sighted capitalists and hard-faced politicians; but
not by the Credit Monopolists. Next to the insur-
ance companies, the trade union movement as now
organised is the most perfect deflationary instru-
ment serving the credit system. Every year it
sponges up millions of pounds in contributions out
of the workers’ wages and invests the money m
shares and bonds. All this money, eventually going
back to the banks in the form of loan repayments, 5
destroyed. Ts it likely that the bankers are going t0
allow the integrity of an organisation like that to be
assailed, much less dissipated, by the capitalist

forces with which it happens to be immediately 12
confliot ?
» * »

For these reasons the Privy Council showed com-
mon sense in stopping the Strike. Of much mor®
mportance to it than a victory to either the White3
or the Pinks was the maintenance of the pn'incilf'le.of
Centralisation. Neither was allowed to 7is4 winnifl
if 1t involved resort to the opposite principle of de-
centralisation. Such an attitude was reflected 1
speeches made by Mr. Thomas and Mr. Ramsa)%
MacDonald in the House of Commons. Both O
these gentlemen insisted that “we must not have®
guerilla warfare.” That is to say, there must be 12
decentralisation of the command of trade umio™
forces ; there must be no opportunity for local init1a”
tive, for the emergence of leaders who neither knoW
nor care what commitments the High Command ha
entered into behind their backs. Mr. Baldwi™
though not in the above phrase, endorsed the wart”
ing of his “ enemies ’ in the same debate. So, whe?!
the T.U.C. last week sent out its S.0.S. “ We ar®
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losing control,” it was really saying to the Privy
Counc117 “Look out; the movement is splitting up
into self-determined units.’”” In a word, the dreaded
process of Decentralisation had begun. And in two
Jffs Samuel’s dog’s-cared peace treaty was on its
way to the expectant Congress.

* * *

But why all this bother to bring about a strike and
suppress 1t, when the terms upon which it is settled
could have been granted before?  Well, from the
pomnt of view of the Privy Council it was worth while
to stage something of the sort if by its means the
trade unionists of the country could be brought to
]‘)elleve that the power of the whole Labour
Movement was not strong enough to defeat Capital-
Ism. And if, in the process, Capitalism could be
made to realise that the cost of defeating Labour
Was more expensive than conceding more wages, so
much the better. For thenceforth both Capital and
Labour would settle down in amity to share up the

alf-loaf which the banking system considers is
enough for them. Again, when, on both sides, pre-
Parations for an industrial battle have been going
on for nine months, it is inevitable that a certain
amount of curiosity as to how the opposing fighting
inechamsms will work must be engendered among
€ experts concerned. Moreover, post-war life has
€en so drab and monotonous that any sort of thrill
dppears a godsend. Lord Salisbury would have
gtl‘/?n ts a circus. The Privy Council has given us a
IS\rlke. The principle is just the same—distraction.
nd then, as things have turned out, it has been a
ovely strike. Few are going to say that they did
;‘Ot enjoy it. The strikers have had to pay for their
est; but they have had a rest. And the strike-
)re‘akers have had a change of job. (Some of them
Ai:'(leglow made their first acquaintance with work.)
oth of them have been flattered by the British
Toadcasting Company up to the point of nearly for-
z%f:ttmg the strike in their admiration of each other
S COmEonent parts of that paragon of an English-
man who, alone of the races of the world, not only

]t“ts above the belt, but holds his own coat all
e time.

* * *

s As sopn as the Trade Union Congress had
Onounced their decision to call off the strike, and the
a Overlnment hagl interpreted it as the withdrawal of
Carra Ielzge to the Constitution, the next duty was to
ey y out the Prime Minister’s continuously repeated
SettI]mse du,x:mg the strike period of an “honourable
t'hate"}el_lt. The following day it became known
e while the workers were willing to go back to
Gl some of the large transport and other under-
s 8S were 1ot in the temper to take them back
h eth on thex_r,owu terms. And, from the tone of
Deareéldy Mail’s leading article of that day, it ap-
N as though that organ was preparing to act as
(_vermguth 1ece of these refractory concerns. How-
Celg}/e y the next day,. it had pulled out the zox
thin hStgf?l and was cooing “ Reconciliation.” Some-
tiong' ah nappened in the meantime. The explana-
it fo;s that the above undertakings had been takmg
conti graﬂted that their emergency staff woul
)eatenughat work until they had, at their leisure,
= 'tn the strikers down to the acceptance o_f puni-
i ermsdqf re-engagement; but they were, in more
oy rone trection, rudely disillusioned by socially
poi:tcxg: and influential” voluntary workers who
Con te' out th;lt now there was no question of any
rolS 1tut19nal 1Ssue thgy refuscd to be parties to the
4 ongation of the strike for private purposes, moral
thommercml. After all, it is not so very long ago
thn the masses who lately struck and th(; classes
eio volunteered to carry on the public services were
WO"E bombarded side by side in Flanders; and it
4 uld have been a miracle if the memory of that
0\,mm°“ experience had disappeared. People, more-
€r, who sprang to arms in a “sympathetic war”’ in

defence of Belgium cannot very well desire to tread
on the faces of those who downed tools in a sympa-
thetic strike in defence of the miners—much less so
when throughout the trouble the one idea on which
the whole nation never wavered was that the miners’
case deserved everyone’s sympathy. After more
than seven years the spirit of fraternity has continued
to bridge social differences sufficiently to make a posi-
tive contribution to the settlement of an industrial
conflict. Perhaps, not long hence, a realisation that
just as all men are equal when soldiers, so are they
all equal as consumers, will similarly quicken the
settlement of the last conflict of all—the funda-
mental issue between the Credit Monopoly and
Organised Industry.

#* * *®

Up to this juncture we have been considering tl_le
strike from a domestic point of view. There remain
some comments to be made from an intematxonql
angle. We have said a good deal about the Ameri-
can attitude in our last two issues, and the way in
which Britain’s freedom to settle her domestic
affairs is hampered by the power of American finance.
There is no need to assume any malice on the part of
Wall Street or Washington towards this country. It

would, in one way, be better if there were,
and only that. The tragic truth is that,
with all the will in the world to be

friendly, the citizens of America are being driven
mexorably, Lty the very principles of economics
which both nations have been taught to obey mn com-
mon, into nursing aspirations and adopting measures
which Britain is bound to resist. Mr. Baldwin once
said apropos of Germany that from a strictly ecﬁnfg-
mic point of view it would be of advantage to bri
ain if Germany disappeared—meaning, of course, 1
she disappeared as an industrial manufactunnls.;. 2ot
exporting nation. In exactly the same sense 6\?5&;
dent Coolidge might so speak of this country. I!f
this in mind, our readers will know how to quau v
the criticism of the Privy Council implied m, OUF
rough inductive analysis of its recent actmtx?si
Being optimists, we must postulate a strong ee.—
ment of patriotism (using the word in 1ts tru¢ a}g alt
cation) among its active members. A hint to .
effect ‘was present in the concluding sentences e
our remarks last week when we en\usagedBa.;’;ion.s
lisation of British citizens in_defence of ‘d-l;:t that
financial self-determination. If 50, It 15_eve1 ac M
here was an additional reason—this tt:m St Ot i
reason—for not allowing the strike to gonceivable
hand. For in such a case one of t“(ighec harder to
things would have happened. 0"}‘: - the Govern-
conceive) is that the strikers overt re“ﬂol was as-
ment and gained control, which con £ < Reds ”’
sumed by Communists. A Governmentfobeaten .
holding down by force a strong body of dustry re-
disaffected ** Whites.”” Not only would ICus i 0
main paralysed, but America would feel cahe et
to intervene to *‘ restore order,”’ even to t e}ix i
of a blockade and other acts of war—and t eret
no doubt that the * White ” element in this contty
would welcome and invite such intervention, lho'r:d
takes a line from the attitude of Lord Blrkg!h %e—
and others when Mr. Asquith’s Home Rule n(; Aaa
came law just previous to the War. The scgfz_ -
more probable) alternative is that the t”}l)e,lq whiﬁ-
were completely smashed and their memf <
ped back to their jobs under conditions o R Tons
But this situation would hardly be bettelr mt ot g
run than the other, The main m:ia’o:j tho \‘ B
that industry would remain paralyse 'fﬁ" le way
clear for America and other nations to fLll up the gap
in the world’s markets left open by B‘nt;}m s en-
forced retirement from competition. Now, by thei
very logic of the financial system, Agnenc‘a 18 bo‘.““‘.
to desire this. Notwithstanding—New Economists
will say, ‘“ because of '’—her immensely expanded

development, she will shortly feel an intensified
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necessity to market surplus production abroad; and
unless other nations reduce their own exports cor-
respondingly there is nowhere to which she can send
it. In these circumstances Wall Street and Wash-
ington are ultimately neutral as to which way an in-
dustrial civil war goes in this country: America
would gain export opportunities in any case. lm-
mediately, American hnance prefers a halting and
constantly harassed Capitalist Government here to
a revolution. The latter would cause more incon-
venience. On the other hand, it is vital to the
British Government that none of Britain’s foreign
trade is lost—that is so long as it persists
in ordering 1its economy on the existing
financial basis.  Under those circumstances such a
loss would of itself carry the country very near civil
war. Considering all these circumstances the policy
of the Privy Council was just about the best one open
to it, and such support of that policy as was
consciously afforded by the Trade Union Congress
cannot be imputed to it as unmitigated unrighteous-
ness, although it was inconsistent in a body ex-
pressly constituted to make adequate wages its
prime, if not its sole, concern. The real indictment
lies against all our high statesmen for their persistent
neglect of the possibilities of reconstruction opened
up by a modification of our national credit and pric-
ng system. It is at present poisoning all the rela-
tions of life, and there is no discord, from a war
;?1?1\:1?531 gontments for markets right down through
BNk ?us strata orf antagonisms to wrangles. over

PIng money 1n mean tenements, which is not
demonstrably attributable to the working of the
poison—namely the abysmal gulf between the true

economic cost of production and i 1
torted financial price. S e
*

* %= *

No gleam of enlightenment
gl t peeps out from Mr.
(Iiﬂiwm s dnew Committee, Thre?a miners, three
o IS, actil an independent chairman with a casting
woe;aq the chairman Iord Reading! How, we
Th:r er, 1s mgependence assessed in these days?
Finae areIft ree interests—Capital, Labour, and
T lnc;:e.. | any person is to sit in judgment, he
- tl;l sit g\'er these three and not be affiliated to any
; tel}l. Such a person—and one commanding the
ﬁus of British citizens in general—is difficult t6 find.
“}Jt not so difficult ag “ independence ” is to define.
b he-ospggest the Archbishop of Canterbury. Tt is he
ke Elso most likely to represent, as the chairman of
il mmittee should, the interests of the despised
- z{dr':er. As for Lord Reading, his appointment
e i(;torshlp in the National and Provincial Bank
s scls gresent nomination something approach-
oontinueanto?l' How long is this country going to
ol €rating the usurpation of judicial
1ty by disguised litigants ?
. * &
The Dai 5
featurcgglfﬁeliéciﬁ’fr:'has b‘een mal_(ing a leading
parity with: fhe oot rise of the Sterling exchange to
strike has done it o\lirﬁre{gfdhap\%];] Cnﬁmg (1)11 o
B » W ¢ the unhappy
ginning of the strike had not previo}:xsly deprespsga

d be happy. H /
%1& lfl has t}sltO(f)d upright anlc)ip)::an ngxe\"efc,)oz.;{t lfa}?(tz
sar in the face.” One effect of this
th(gl ¥ Express, is that Britain can now bu,y zao);sdsﬂilﬁ
markets of the world on as advantageous terms

ashga:nlltetlunited States. That sounds very nice.
Pound ¢ UNE We can now aspire to is to see the

Sterling go above the Dollar

Britain will ! s , whereupon
goods molrc‘ (fi;::‘:l[;lll)l'lstth;l;lpgose, t'll:e o bt
S - < n o 5

world. The beneficence of e e

! ) 1is new power must, of
course, lie in the exercise of it. So, when Britain

finds herself the dump;i
: ping ground for all t s
surplus production we oui'}irto see thezbail;e Eg;lrgw?

come out with a double number in celebration of the
event. But we fear we shall be more likely to hear
it whimpering for a Tariff. We recommend the
writer of the article in question to look again. Per-
haps it may occur to him that the Dollar parity, far
from being due to John Bull’s lifting his “ Sterling |
face, is due to Uncle Sam’s purposely lowering his
“Dollar ** face. He stoops to conquer. To speakuof
a rise in the 4 is only another way of saymg =2
slump in the Dollar.”” This, in itself, constitutes a
puzzle for the Daily Express. For while it is at
least plausible that John Bull’s resumption of work
after a fortnight’s holiday should raise his exchange,
why should that exchange rise relatively to Uncle
Sam’s, who is working full tilt and has never stop-
ped? We recommend the Daily Express expert to
read some of Mr. McKenna's speeches. e will
find that there are some advantages in a deprec;ated
exchange—the chief one being that it facilitates
exports. And since he is no doubt a steady upholder
of the doctrine that ‘“ we live by our export trade,
he will find the harmonising of all his conclusions
an engrossing intellectual exercise. We wish him
good luck. We would be interested to assist him,
but not being blacklegs, we should require mone-
tary remuneration at rull Trade Union rates.
- *® »

Since writing the above we have come across the
following paragraphs in last Sunday’s Daily Mail.
The first is in its leading article:—

“ The revaluation of England which began on August 4,
1914, was completed on May 14, 1925, and on the latter
date the pound sterling was worth 4.864% dollars in N?“
York. Yesterday an even more marvellous result was
accomplished, when the pound sterling actually rose above
par.”  (Our italics.)

The other paragraph is in a report on European
exchanges : —

« The recent heavy fall in the French franc, tended 10
favour the French export trade at the expense in particu-
lar of Italy, and the fall of the lira tends to redress the
balance. It tends also for the time being to favour
Italian exports in comparison with British exports, British
currency being now anchored to gold.

‘It is believed that the fall (in the Italian lira) is
actually welcomed in Italian trade circles, and it is sug-
gested in London that the :1ulhorlt|cs”m Rome were if-
tentionally tardy in applying support. ) :

Will the Daily Express and the Daily Mail tell
Britain now which way her luck is really going?
* & ®

There is an intriguing possibility about the new
tendency in America to permit an inflationary
movement in the Dollar. If continued it will permit
British bankers, under their own laws, to follow suit.
So they have still less excuse for objecting to an
extension of the Coal Subsidy in the event of Lord
Reading’s failure to settle the dispute without it. If
they then still refuse to finance the subsidy, their
action will afford a new reason for a public enquiry
into the mystery of their rules and practices.

* * *

In the meantime the strike has, all things con-
sidered, been a victory for the consumer; for at least
it has wrung the concession of a further 43,000,000
out of the credit system. Of course, the commumtly
will have to sign an I O U—but, as the lawyers tet
us, an 10 U is simply an acknowledgment of debt,
not a promise to pay. And, as they are saying 1
Paris, even if it is a promise, what does it matter 1
you will not be able to keep 1t?

Why ?—Why ?— g

** It would surprise most people to know that only one %u
of every 400 persons in the British Icles possessed a rubber
hot water bottle. Every home should have at least two;
Why did not the rubber industry as a whole advertise tl{b
fact that every home should have a rubber hot-water bottle
from the point of view of airing the bed and keeping on®
warm, and thus improving health? ’*—Sir Charles Highan!
on “ Collective Advertising '’ before the Rubbey Institution.
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Our Secondary Education.
By M. Michael Lewis,

It is significant that education in England to-day
is supervised not by educators but by organisers.
Since universal elementary education first became a
panacea, it has seemed more important that it
should be universal than that it should be education.
A similar fate seems to be preparing for secondary
education. Sixty years ago Matthew Arnold uttered
his well-meaning monition : 07 ganise your secondary
education: to-day the Labour Party clamours: Sec-
ondary education for a//. |

or two generations we have been so anxious to
broaden the educational ladder into a highway that
we have omitted to make sure that it is educational.
On every side we see efforts made to extend sec-
ondary education to all those ‘‘ capable of profit-
g’ by it—but there is beneath all this the as-
sumption that secondary education is equivalent to
advanced education, and that if you are incapable
of profiting by secondary education there is nothing
left for you but the elementary school.

We are not yet in the smallest degree rid of the
extraordinary belief that education is a reward.
+he public schools are daily growing more aston-
ISFhed to find that they are public—in a genteel way,
O- course. Mr. M. L. Jacks, the headmaster of Mill
ﬁlll School, tells us with a bewildering complacency

there was no reason why a boy of any social class,
provided that his parents had the means to pay his
fees, or that he had the ability to win a schoﬁlrship,
§\}'Eould not find a place in one of the public schools.””*
Ar. Jacks knows perfectly well that even with

l‘ﬁms one must also have the money to pay for
Erc olarship cram at a preparatory school, but apart
tYOm_thls there is the indescribably strange notion
at if you have money you are thereby fitted for the
same education as those who have no money but are
Successful in a competition. The supporters of this
S_)f/stem will tell you that education is the breath of
}}o?;; g:lt yf?u ci:;rehonly to be allowed to brtfathe af
an afford the = i wilege 1n
B el e fees—or win the privileg
t evokes too much of bitterness to recollect that
S€ same public schools were established to give
Ole poorest that technique of scholarship which was
;‘Clzr a definite professional training. We need only
aci around us to see the same process r¢peated on
moarger scale in the new schools established once
it ire to give ogportumty of education to all. Again
lims fees or sc olarships. School places are strictly
d.t.‘ted—but only if you cannot pay fees. The con-
Mons of entry to nearly every secondary school

a o~ -
vre. you must have brains—or your father £30 a
Y€ar to spare,

the

shlt Is not surprising then that the Labour Party
Seould perceive this to be another of the many pre-
WIVGS of the ‘“haves,” and demand in their usual
& ay that whatever is now possessed by the few
- ould be thrown open to the many. They ur%e that
nly some nine per cent. of the children in elemen-
S'dl‘y schools annually receive scholarships to enter
t}e)Con_dary schools, and ask: Is there any reason why
.. ine per cent. should not be a hundred per cent. ?
“ducation which people will pay for must be desir-

e, and if it is desirable why not extend it to all?

Now this demand is based upon a misconception
e Profound as it is characteristic of n_mddle-headed
tl9131?111t(11-i21n doctrine. Education is viewed as some-
ing which can be distributed from a central source,
«&iven * to individual children according to “thm_r
Capacity.”” The teachers are not so suré of ~unis
Versa] *? “secondary education—but they too WOUIC}
éA € to see it more extended. The present mode o
Wstribution is regarded as unfair, because 1t ex-

T iR R Suppt.,” jnnuur? 30, 1920.

cludes children of “capacity.” Every year when the
Grand Skim takes place in every elementary school,
and eight or nine per cent. of cream 1s removed, the
teachers complain that many children left behind
are equally capable of receiving secondary education
as those who have been chosen by competitive
examination. They admit that many more seem of
lesser “ capacity *’—and these they would give educa-
tion, less in amount, but of the same kind. They,
too, look forward to the days when nearly every
child will be “capable’’ of profiting by secondary
education. . : § s { ; ;

What is this same secondary education? In cur-
riculum there is no clear line to mark off “second-
ary ”’ from “public” schools; all confess the same
creed that the University is Heaven. It is a religion
of faith rather than of works, for every year less
than eight per cent. of all scholars in all secondary
and public schools do proceed to the universities. :
fact of this nature does not, however, deter ﬂt1 e
schools from their good deeds. Their aim is that
each child shall pass the school-leaving examination

i a
—_a name which tends to hide the fact th:glghzt 1;]13
essence a university entrance exammatxon.l ; edf;‘ 11'
who merely passes the test 15 held to have lefts 100, ;
the child who shows a more creditable res_!tl t 1s
regarded as having matriculated at the unlveﬁi1 t}gém 4

But how many children do pass this exz}r‘rhne e
In spite of regulations which regard it as o
end of the school course, barely ﬁftyL r't o
secondary school children ever even sit or i:h’irt s
these about two-thirds pass, that 1s, some Anyd 4
cent. of the total number eligible by age. d to the
these, as we have seen, hardly a third proctee o S
universities. Two questions here occur t}?e el
quirer. What has happened througho"tbeen e
course to that fifty per cent. who havqn \'(Ii)l‘ oo
ino for an examination which they will ne Y e
attempt? Why should another forty per g:e i o
pare for it if they will never proceed to the

are . ;

Slt'}I"}'ve answer is clear, though dlsconoertlng~re dF]‘c‘(’;
hundred years ago the grammar schools r;]repa i
the universities. The public schools aretth : gra o
schools, and the secondar schools :_lred wigthlminn i
schools. It is noy yet fully ﬂ?cogmsfi.t. "s of life
<choolroom that in five centuries con ;nlt(l)st change.
have changed and that education to?eme zoal; pre-
The university still stands a5 ﬂleessu%f completeness
paration for it in varymng le: for the varied activi-
somehow constitutes pr amnotn'l beis fourteen, he is
ties of life. Educate a boy unmlore years of the same
fit to be a cabinet-maker; tWO T her five years make
training make him a clerk; @

him a clergyman. : . ‘ '
: , We can already determin®,

3 il en
with some degree of success, scholastic i{bg;tx);;aﬁ‘{ng
at so early an age as eleven. But mstfca e
the absence of such ability a reason 1ot bty
tion, we must discover, in every possible ]:vay. A
in other directions—skill in craft, aest e;ldcug;ion;
The schoolroom for those who need book €€ :
for all others an education nearer 11 cor]!(CeP Tald
spirit to the varied modes of human Wor ¥ school en-
even take the non-scholastic child out :'Jd e
tirely, to ensure true activity, lgnhmnptl?{l'to 0 alioal
dition of book-learning. Looking ll;a(t: L e
he might gain a culture, of books, “b]y s
own mental life. With reasond gf .,
against too rigid a pre-determination i
should achieve more education for all, but z

: sible.
secondary education for as v T2 B2

—ﬂ; who gave
If Thought were All of Man, the ¥ AQUER
'['houzhtgFreedom, need not fear to be a Slave

an the Thinker mastered by his Reason
?s“;ol\llj‘l?e: 'Ighinklenr when his Thoughts u;f 'I;mﬁon'

Change must be vital.
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The True Inwardness of Catholic

Sociology.
By N. E. Egerton Swann,
II1.

Ciosely related to the Catholic conception of a
morally standardised society, as symbolised by the
concept of the Just Price, is the singularly sane and
balanced doctrine of property upheld by the Church.
On this matter its witness is especially continuous
from the first. Nothing can be more unhistorical
than the idea that the Chmstian movement was
originally Communist, or even Socialist, and that at
some date (which may be run up or down the cen-
turies at the whim of each propagandist) it aposta-
txsedc to the defence of private property. To go to
the fountain-head—it is quite grotesque to represent
Jesus Christ as a Communist. There is little reason
mndeed to suppose that He would have made it a
counsel to every rich man (as He certainly did in
some particular cases) to sell all that he had and give
to the poor. But even if we make this extreme
assumption, 1t would still remain true that this was
an 1deal held out for the voluntary acceptance of the
ndividual. It has nothing whatever in common with
the advocacy of a formal and regulated syszem of
; omrgumsm. Such confusions result from the failure
rgi‘;n t«}elrstland.@hat the mission of Jesus Christ was to
Kineg dofn Tndmdual wi/l up mto the creation of His

The nearest approach to actual Communi

AR s 1sm was
Il?rzctlﬁ: n the original Church at Jerusalem. There the
by 0ednS ucl)lt(}:es'pﬁnmgly practised the freest sharing
e - with another, making at any rate such
e rl}:et ch to actua‘l‘ Communism that it could be
Tt o orically that  they had all things common.”
phiscs bir(?orlz? a Clertalp rhetorical element 1in the
s es Liear, if we duly weigh all the facts
Jobe M lgartlcu arly the large house owned by
comm; nlr s,l mother. No phrase, indeed, has more
T Y, throughout history, been used in a large
commogu’? ngrnhse than this of “having all things
o n. us Tertullian could declare. ““ All
- gs are held in common among us, except our
natE;é ifltéa. time when notoriously nothing of the
Sy ,O homn:\ur.nsm was in force. At any rate,
munis‘\nef’ t fe precise point to which this * Com-
e, W0 the Jerusalem-Church was really car-
2 . as purely voluntary; it was not a system

posed on the community. Peter’s words to

Ananias make this clear beyond doubt. In sh
the nght, title yond doubt. n s ort,
XXX Artilc 155,) and possession ’’ (to quote the

S of a Christian man’s propert
Eigkfogsxetrcb%en disputed by the Churchpof bill
o ;c ers. ~ Actual Communism has only
Cllristianitybba social theory within the pale of
Has oy beeny recognisedly heretical sects; and it
tiog‘ i Celibatgrigﬁ‘séi.ni\t\'ilet:un the orthodox tradi-
propeetrtt;}attllls tnot the end of the matter. The
the pt;imitiva was allowed and defended in
a certain 1tmg }:rad‘tlon e @ obsnugy withim
e £ iritsg)f ere. It was held in solution, so to
A the%irectiozoc(;?lgz rr\l\;gmh' was always looking
2 o \ S iett
adjstment to lie, in short, is central and balimeed,
s:mi‘tsp ays .thte broad comprehensiveness of true
e TS and prophets let themselves go in
some particular direction on occasion, under the

Inspiration of the mome i
ion of the nt. But the jithi
a certain tradition, and the Gy My

caall y never, in doing so,
hik Clgttcndcd to deny counterbalancing t%uths,
rtainly the society as such never lost. Thus

we ca : ;
ceptiol?rz,?t i'ghtly grasp the genuine Catholic con-
impassionfglopcrt'y’ unless we give due weight to the
e s ¢ Strain of quasi-Communist sentiment in

1¢ primitive centuries. The Fathers, with almost

one VoICe, carry on this tradition. From the sub-

apostolic E pistle of Barnabas, with its “ Thou chalt
share all things with thy brother, and shalt
not say that they are thive own” right
down fo Augustine and Ambrose, and 1n-
deed far later, the witness is clear. Many of
these teachers had so strong a temperamental and
emotional leaning towards woluntary Communisil
that in some of their utterances they seem on the
brink of plunging into a full Communist philosophy-
Tt is the more remarkable that they never precipl-
tated themselves over the brink. Sometimes the cor-
rection is given in the immediate context of their
most extreme utterances. Thus the two apparently
Communistic sentences of Ambrose, which serve as
the chief patristic ammunition of modern Socialists,
are both excrdia to fervid exhortations to almsg1v-
ing, which 1s urged as an actual duty of justice.
Further, Ambrose himself, like other Fathers who
hold, on occasion, similar language, takes in other
passages a far more favourable attitude towards
property, and even riches. ‘

By such phrases, as “ by nature all things were
common,” the Fathers did not mean that privat®
roperty was (in our sense) “contrary to nature.
hey merely meant that property-rights do not rest
on any sanction in the ultimate nature of things, but
are purely conventional. The legitimacy of such con-
ventions was never denied. It is true that the Fathers
in general treated the institution of property as rela-
tive to the Fall. But that did not indicate any Wis
on their part to go back on the institution; they held
it to be, in the circumstances, thoroughly good an
rightful. The theory may seem indeed to stamp 2
property as, though permissible, yet radically
tainted with sin. But some both of the Fathers an
the medizvals, who definitely affirm the theory, yet
seem at times practically to forget it, and, in some ©
their statements, to treat propery as good in a much
mﬁ)re ultimate sense than this doctrine would strictly

allow.

Considerable differences of emphasis are no doubt
to be found both as between different periods of
Church-history, and as between various individual
teachers. Yet a fairly definite view of property was
consistently maintained from New Testament times
onward. The widest variations that can be foun
would fall within the formula, “Private ownership
and common use,”’ which was that finally adopted by
the medizvals. Nor did this ozZy limit the way 10
which money could rightly be spenz—as it did by
insisting on lavish almsgiving as a matter of justice.
The use of property had to be “ common,’’ also when
it was employed in production or trading. Thus the
ways i which money might be made were regulated
equally. This was provided for by the elaborate
medizval system of commercial and industrial
morality, the general character of which we have
already examined.

It hardly needs pointing out that property $¢
defined and justified is a totally different thing from
the “ property ” which is a characteristic institutio?l
of our existing society. “ Defending the right ©
property » to-day usually means something very
different from defendir ~the broadly human 11g
upheld by the Catholic  adition. If we are t©
moralise (according to Catholic ideals) our prO{X‘.
system we must in the first place secure healt et
atmospheric conditions, so to say, within which &
property shall be held and used. The ecor}OImC
atmosphere of society consists of (or is prirlclpal1 y
affected by) credit. This, then, must be controlle
in the social interest, and prices (the fixing of whic
is so closely implicated with the credit system) justly
regulated.

But further, property must itself be far
more equally and generally distributed. Such
a_ distribution of it was assumed in  the
whole medizval treatment of the subject:
Thus Thomas Aquinas gives us his thir
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reason for private property, “ Because a more peace-
ful estate is ensured to man, if each one is contented
with his own.”” Very convincing to a modern clerk
or labourer! In Aquinas’ day property, though far
from universal, was still normal to the ordinary man.
The school of Messrs. Belloc and Chesterton nsist
strongly on the necessity of securing a general
diffusion of ownership of concrete things, such as
land, workshops, and small-scale industrial plant.
The advocates of Social Credit are, as suck, con-
cerned only with the perpetual distribution of
claims. But there is no antagonism whatever be-
tween the two. The Social Credit programme would
be the readiest way to promote Distributivism 1n
the more accepted sense. Nay more, some of us hold
that it would quite certainly lead to this. At any
rate, anyone imbued with the spirit of the Catholic
social tradition must rejoice in any extension of
peasant proprictorship, of the ownership by the small
man of his house and garden, of independent artisans
or small self-governing workshops owning their own
plant (and, it may be, working with electric power
supplied under a nationally sanctioned scheme), and
so on. Certainly, the great question for us to-day is,
Do we really believe in property? If so, we cannot
give in to Collectivism or Communism. Nor can we
—one bit the more—acquiesce in property remain-
ng, in effect, a special class privilege of a, propor-
tionally speaking, small minority of the nation.

Art and the Unknown.
By C. M. Grieve.
I

Comprehensibility is error: ; s
Standinl?g-,* ibility is error: Art is beyond under

The function of art is the extension of human
consciousness.
Art is therefore the most important of human acti-
vities; all others are dependent upon it.
& The highest art at any time can only be appre-
_%a'ted by an infinitesimal minority of the people—
if by any.+
COT}R? ideal observer of art at work would be one
m"SClous of all human experience up to the given
= rct>ment. (The ideal observer of art—as against
anéas~work—1s God, conscious of all that has been

will be achieved.) If consciousness be likened

9 a cleared space, art i i it 1
oy pace, is that which extends it in any

ob’sre};e ideal specialist as compared with the ideal

e er‘ller 1s conscious not of the whole of human ex-
evel ¢ up to a given moment, but of its entire
T‘hOPmCUt mn a particular direction up to then.

in relitl'deal observer alone can appreciate the value,

ment, 1on to art as a whole, of any further achieve-
The ideal

Sl : !
3d%ancs rars specialist can only appreciate an

CXperi le in his particular direction. Artistic
B fence thhl)n the cleared space is only possible
ar as one’s range is less than that of the ideal

ﬂbleC}t;}_\‘idwm Muir.  The unnecessary and the inconceiv-

and the re b?en greater friends to man than the necessary
ultimate j aw"“}"?; This enigmatical character of art, this
een noteg'poss‘b}‘lty of making it turn any moral mill, has
(Latitude OIC,C"Sm“Z‘“Y in the last two centuries, ete.
it turn s. P. 143.) The ultimate impossibility of making
30 any mill is what is here affirmed.
boconf'e Ii@ms Saurat. ~ “ The more complicated beings
smaller Jthe more subdivided and subtle their desires, the
until th, is the group of beings they can collaborate with,
angy :3 :<ubtlcst artists create, on the basis of fhe common
ages, a personal means of expression which we have

to foarn
Wgyztions,ln order to understand them.'” (The Three Con-
cis

P. 8g.) The emphasised clause should be ex-

observer and, in any particular direction, than that
of its ideal specialist.

Capacity for artistic experience increases in so far
as one is making progress in any direction towards
the confines of the cleared space.

Ground covered in any direction ceases to be art
for those who have covered it, and, for them, lapses
mnto education or entertainment for those who
haven’t.

However ponderable from other points of view,
from the standpoint of art, those bogged in what has
lapsed (for those who have passed any given point;
into education or entertainment cease to exist. Only
those who are further ahead than themselves are of
consequence to those who are making artistic pro-
gress. Any relationship with others 1s a waste of
time, of life—a betrayal of art.

To halt or turn back in order to try to help others
is to abandon artistic progress, and exchange edu-
cation for art. There is no altruism in art. It
is every man for himself. In so far as he advances,
the progress of others may be facilitated, but in so
far as he is conscious of affording any such facili-
tation his concentration on purely artistic objectives
is diminished. (Cf. A7t for Art's _Sa.ke.)

From the point of view of the ideal observer
nothing has value as art which does not add to the
area of the cleared space.  For him, everything
coming within the cleared space automatically
lapses into education or entertainment upon 1ts
inclusion. i i

From the point of view of the ideal specialist
nothing in any given direction 1s of value except 1ts
furthest point. ’ )

All dicta on art are therefore to be judged 1n rela-
tion (a) to Omniscience of Human Experience, OF
(b) to the appropriate specialism or specialisms.

‘All that claims to be art therefore 1s of Va]}l‘le
in inverse ratio to its comprehensxbx.hty and to the
extent to which it falls into any particular category-
(C£. Fusion of the Aris.) el

Artists of any degree whatever are recognisablé
by their intolerance of what they have surpassed.

Art is incapable of repetition. ]

No artist is great (or really an artist) “f!ile:S t}l’]g
reaches some point in the unknown O‘éts‘ e
cleared space and then adds to the cleared space.

The total addition made to the p]earefd fs/:npac;ﬂl;
the measure of greatness as an artist—a :
the addition is made. A o

No achievement in art 15 PEIManER= € .

Great artists of the past diminish in so far as S}ef
point or frontier of their particular addition rece
from the latest confines of the cleared space.

They cease to be great artists from the pomt is%
view of the ideal observer or any ideal s h'ator 7
and acquire compensatory importance in the his
of art ?the highest kind of knowlcglge.) I vy

They remain artists or great artists only ma‘():ity
portion to the appropriate 1gnorance (i.e., incap
Jor experience) of those for whom they are so-

If great art is compatible with a bigt c%%g;’}ﬁ:
appeal, it can only be so in so far as1
elements unthinkable to the public. | W —

In direct ratio to its popularity (i-€
hensibility ) 1t is not art. Hins b

The greatest art at any given tme 150 ;hé‘&:l‘g‘cfe};c‘z
comprehensible to the fewest pC'rS_OI'StiOns @ to the
and mtegrity, whether as appro..\'l_ma,d Y i
ideal - observer or (b) to the requisite llfe‘ ipc ol
For an artist or critic to pride himse 0.1'11‘1’1.5’ 08
ledge of art is to boast—not of hls] achievements.
still less of his powers—but of his tools.

e
e
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for his purpose into a mystical Slav nationalism—he subtly
gathered all these inconsequentialities into what we must
paradoxically call a concrete abstraction. This unity is
vivid through all his work. It is an additional character
creeping into each novel, just as the overtone creeps into,
and dominates, the clash and strife of the drama of a peal
of bells. It was Russia, the oversoul of his people; of
each yet of none; the epitome of all.

In exile, he felt this virtue leave him. He was rudder-
less: and for such a heavily freighted ship to be rudderless
was disastrous. The poor young wife, now burdened with
the sickness of pregnancy, watched with terror and dismay
the erratic courses of this sombre genius to whom she had
given herself. Knowing her wearisome condition he would
yet fling himself on his knees and beg her to give him their
last few goins, so that he might make another throw for
that elusive fortune which was to send them home to
health and happiness.  She would yield, and he would
lose again.  Then there would follow an intensification
of the self-abasement, until at last tears and protestations

would lapse into fits of epilepsy, after which
the girl would endeavour to drag him to bed, and to pro-

tect him from the accidents likely to befall people in such
a condition.

There was, moreover, a streak of petty selfishness in the
man, H1§ wife records in her diary how he would become
irritable with her when she cried, either out of sickness or
the accumulation of the many liftle miseries incidental to
this precarious life,  She says ‘* How impatient he his!
Surely, T do not blame him when he happens to have epileptic
fits or when he coughs; I do not say that it bores me,
although it does make me sufier,” She is hurt, too, be-
cause in the midst of their poverty, while her own few
decent garments are in pawn, her husband can calmly go
and buy himself a new suit. = She records in her diary, of
a similar mcu'Jent, *“Tam terribly pained that the man,\\:hom
I value so highly and love so dearly, should display such
carelessness and lack of consideration and understanding.”

This is no singular thing.  We find again and again the
conducg .of sucl} people ignoring the laws of the minor
humanities. \.\/es.ley’s domestic affairs are notorious; and
we remembe; his diabolical admonitions for the proper treat-
ment of children. Then there are Milton and Shelley.
We might say that the attitude of such people to the smaller,
but none the less poignant, actualities of life has been stan.
dardised by Buddha and Christ. We begin to feel that the
minor generosities are only the fruit of a slack, common-
place method of life, and that the day-by-day self-abnega-
tions and denials are symptoms not of virtue, but a cowardly
shrinking from purposeful self-assertion in obedience to a
thinking and understanding conscience. It cannot be mere
1dnosyncr.acy that makes the spiritual giants neglect these
small things: for it is possible that such people do not
twitch a muscle without being conscious of it, and that they
have awareness in every gesture, whether noble or ignoble
according to the standards of daily morality.

y ;t 1S significant that we have not the courage to condemn
prophets for these irreconcilable trivialities. Even the

;?\OIhsilsrgxus~IECident of Elisha and the she-bears we gloss over
promitq aye fam.e. And, it is not hero-worship which
PtS us, for the hero-worshipper—usually a reformed
arcissus—is pProne to disi
unpleasant facts,

1s such a thin
We remember
hands could s

llusionment when confronted with
_ Unless we be completely obtuse—thers
tgl ats ISpmtual stupidity—we do not condemn.
1atthe woman who suffered at Dostoevsky’s
midst of her indignities,
. ARl as in Christ’s bosom.”’
;lr:perspnal o » even though tormented by the
ater,

of love; he is too mu
ideas to become stron

cted by circ 20 o
eart-assurance ; she ye Y sreumstances ; lacking even

¢ t could worship this ma i
altogether uplifted above the world i[; \vl}sﬂ:‘qu:his I?it?el;g

ad §
strugsé)](;?llnher ]l.fe'd l$he saw her horizon receding as she
stimulatin ’p. towards him, and vista after vista opening with
ik kind gflmxtauon to her soul. She saw him in, as wesee,
Giealii 0 transpnren_t serenity which denotes a being who

not our. passion-whirled air, but that higher
iy \:"ahleh is the life-stuff of the sublime Few.
it ; sensitive to g coi s, of them; of humanity, yet above
inconsistencies ah§plr‘t"al tone which we cannot hear. His
SR ‘-e lsoclr:ntrud:lctmns, are for another judgment
he has to give anq bco te::&g:;‘l?; c%t R R

RicHARD Crurewn.

Art.

Ferdinand Hodler (1853-1918).

The International Society of Sculptors, Painters, and
Gravers deserves the thanks of all art students for including
paintings by Hodler in its recent exhibition at Burlington
House.

Although every year a large number of people go to
Switzerland {rom this country, Swiss art is practically un-
known here. It repays study, however, and the giant among
its modern exponents is Hodler. His teacher was Bar-
thelemy Menn (1815-1893), the simple poetry of whose own
landscapes is pleasant, though they have little more Swiss
feeling than those of Diday or Calame. The early paint-
ings of Menn’s pupil show how good a grounding the latter
received, and his individual strength appears (in ¢ The
Student ’ (1874), and develops, through such paintings as
the full-length of a Bernese girl (1880), *“ The New Riitli
(1887), and, of the same year, ** Weary of Living,” and
* Old Man,” which foreshadow the groups of old men,
 Life Weary ” (1892), and ‘“ Eurythmie ” (1893), to“_'ards
the composition *‘ The Night ** (1890), now in the Kunst
Museum, Berne. Adding to the last, ‘‘ The Day ” (1900)
and the two paintings entitled ‘‘ Love ”* (? 1go8), we have

four works together representing an _ outstanding
achievement of modern art. The relation of the

figures in ‘ The Night” and ‘‘ Love” (two couples)
has an originality of balance which sets these pic-
tures apart from *‘ The Day,”” a design of five figures in a
semi-circle, the stylisation of gesture in which is less satis-
factory than the naturalism of form in the others. ** The
Night T consider Hodler’s masterpiece, for, in it, deep
emotional comprehension is expressed in a forceful and
simple way, chiefly by means of emphatic design. If these
paintings stood alone they would give Hodler a proud posi-
tion; ‘but they are supparted by a variety of landscape, por-
trait, and other figure subjects, which strengthen it.

The landscapes, whichi ‘gained in expressiveness as the
artist grew older, are nbtable for combination of structur€
and atmosphere, and it is interesting to compare them with
the landscapes of Cézanne, which often give the impression
of an experiment just fallen short of success. Hodler had
more confidence. His portraiture of men shows this t00-
How few modern portraits does one remember! But those
of *“ G. Navazza ” (1916), * The Author Martin * (1916),
and some of the artist himself, grave themselves on the
memory. } .

It remains to mention such historical compositions as ** Ihflf
Retreat of Marignano *) (Zurich) and *“ The Departure 0
the Volunteers ** (Jena University), which, though contain-
ing less emotional appeal, mark a stage in the development
of mural decoration.

The serenity of the Swiss spirit, born of the land, the
people, and their history, which informs the productions l?e
Bidler (whose wall-paintings of harvest scenes in th
Musée Jenisch at Vevey are too little known), Bille, Bur'lé
Dallgves, Segantini, Vallet (an excellent example of Whost
work was shown at Burlington House), and, to a Son}cwh?"
less extent, the work of the gifted Cuno Amiet, is 0;“’
perienced differently in the art of Hodler. The latter fr-:mls‘__
reveals the roughness of the way to the summit. He €
plores the depths of the spirit, weary but never doﬂec’;]ei;
from the pursuit of truth. Triumphantly he uses as hi
symbol the human form, and, from the 1pﬁmte variety g:
its attitudes, its movements and its expressions, he producn't
a harmony which is an echo of healthy life itself. His accé
is masculine but not brutal, bitter at times but not cynlC:a;
His chief faults seem to me to be an inclination tow# 0
stridency of colour and, in drawing the figure, (‘0\\'1‘:';{
starkness of accent. Also one is irritated at times b"hi;'
stressing of local peculiarities of woman’s coiffure 10
allegorical groups.

I-Fodlor not ogl\' stands out in modern Swiss art, bu1tc?:
is a European artist who may be named with the So_ut; i
Slav, Mestrovic, and the Finn, Gallén. Deeply inspirec %l
each has been by his native land, it is the universal nﬁmn
of his deeply-felt art that, in each case, compels at{er
and sweeps all narrow boundaries aside. Such a SCUE sl
group as * Two Mourning Widows ?* by Mestrovic :md e
paintings as * Lemminkiisen iti ” (mother and dea pist
by Gall4n and ‘ The Night >’ by Hodler are not, to a-n}t'eric
with the smallest amount of imaginative sympathy, Mther-
things. Through them human beings speak to one ano
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Reviews.

Kenya, By Dr. Norman Leys. (Hogarth Press. 15s.)

A new edition of this impressive and so far unanswered
book is now announced. It deals with the question of our
duty to the native African whose interests we profess to
protect, but whom it is the admitted intention of the white
exploiters of the country to reduce to the status of * black
labour.” The writer shows that the Colonial Office does
not love what is going on, but needs the support of public
opinion here to enable it to enforce justice. This almost
brings the reading of this book within the duty of every
Englishman jealous of his Imperial honour.

The Other Side of the Medal.
(Hogarth Press. 5s.)

3y The same remark applies with quite as much force to
o _he' Other Side of the Medal,” by Edward Thompson.
This little book has been casually and slightingly reviewed,
and its author blamed for unnecessarily raking up the old
and forgotten horrors of the Indian Mutiny. Those who
really read it will value it more highly. Mr. Thompson
clearly shows that the story of horrors on which we have
all been brought up is so one-sided as to be in many respects
notably false, and that while the injustice of the accepted
Version is a continual exasperation to the Indian, its effect
on the Anglo-Indian mind is to render our people liable
to extreme and really unreasonable panics, resultin% in such
disasters as the Amritzar massacre. This particular affair
was, he thinks, given the state of mind at present existing
n the governing class, almost inevitable. Short, well
Written, and with ample documentary proof, this is yet
another convincing book, for which thanks are due to the
author. P. T. K.

By Edward Thompson.

Mape. By André Maurois. Translated by Eric Sutton, with
‘f_(;wﬁavs)odcuts by Constance Grant. (The Bodley Head.

7s. 6d. B
t”!\ll sorts of plump and good-natured ** Brass Hats >’ seem
M r&meml?er ** that interpreter chap at G.H.Q.” now that
~\ .d aurois hz!s immortalised their type in Colonel Bramble.
;“kas the thing they remember best about him is that he
'lpgoe_s.llCh‘per.fect English it is quile time that he wrote us
i‘n l:)l‘\ in English, Just to see whether they are exaggerating
their new-found ‘enthusiasm. Not that there is anything

}0 5?91‘{ in Mr. Eric Sutton’s translation of this new fantasy,
or it is ¢l 2

Medene: ??f lfiﬂd capable, and the introduction, presenting
S Selle Francoise to us—and we must really get an
Introduction to ¢ i 7 s

he lit ek % S 5
atmosphere. of so‘fe nl1 l&le lady some day—gives just the right

: and grave lerstanding which
b”,“gs out the i 5 s &

shine be magination of the child, like the spring sun-
noneton Los out the flowers. Mape is the land whither a
“fed °°-g’<’>0d‘lxttle girl betakes herself when she becomes
Sndl MUE\ with the.n.w;m restrictions of an adult world,
the for. Maurois, realising how fondly genius turns back to
(‘,oethrgotte" fairylands, gives us here the three figures of
ives S d.BalzaC» and Sarah Siddons, living their Mapeish
tl'ree_un isturbed by the impingement of a three-dimensional,
e meal-daily existence. The hook has ‘¢ charrm,”’ though
= l'(.‘alls some danger that this tender and whimsical student
spoilin I)EO'ple may become n?annered. now that the critics are
fellow 5, Mim, and the reading public is persuaded that the
at din ought to be read, in case his name should crop up
oyes ne'i' And, of course, in these days, when America
Sl us l$‘ss and less the more we go on paying our debts
France qiong_the pound in the face of thé dollar, while
talce o frlSl}l]kes us and our ways the more every time we
that ;mcx e: lump off what she owes us, it is good to find
and ex r oreigner still re-Taines a certain comprehension
humar.\ilz esse:[ a consequent appreciation of our particular
Siddons y-h M. Maurois is clever enough to make Mrs.
only co]'dt e only English figure of the three studies, the
warm h 0"19' but he at least gives her credit for trying to
from thee'i:‘se:,.’“t“ life, and spend part of her time away
hours '}‘;\hs}:‘ Mape, where she lived her cool and classic
tragédvon the high places of eternal and remunerative

TheTCanon. By A. C. Benson.
*“ The Canon » is the
of Magdalen and ;e theI
ouse of Menerdue, *
ch{\rmmg English cou
quiet Benson backgrou
9T, as one ch
View of life
Story of

(Heinemann. 7s. 6d.)

ast complete novel of the late Master
sequel to his previous book, ¢ The
We meet the same people in the same
ntryside, which always stands as a
nd.  There are no unusual surprises,
aracter in the tale says, “ no cynical grudging
nor despairing tallc of lost spirits.” It is the
@ Cornish vicar, his spiritual advances and the un-
Y beautiful friendship of his wife with another man.
wish v © 1s so restful after many staccato compositions we
the chapters were not so hrief.

The King’s Assegai.
lishing Co. 1s.)

By F. E. Penny.

By Bertram Mitford. (Staple Pub-

Dark Corners.
1s.)

The Staple Publishing Company are issuing a series of
reprinted novels by modern authors at one shilling each in
an endeavour to approach the sevenpenny novel which was
so popular before the war. If they keep the standard of
selection as high as their preliminary list, then readers wxl!
no longer have to complain that ‘‘ reading is expensive.’
* Dark Corners » are the places where spirits dwell. They
have their fascination, whether they exist in a London
spiritualist seance or at the back of a Yogi's cave in the
Himalayas, and if besides these backgrounds there are
capitalist villains, suggested infamies, and a totally unex-
pected climax, then we know it is a good yarn. This story
has more in it than thrills, for we feel convinced that the
author has an intimate knowledge of India. It is written in
a racy style, which carries us quickly from peak to peak
of adventure. Sceptics of the occult, no less than enthl{sxastfi,
should enjoy the character of the I\uruml,)’a: Magic an
superstition chase us from ** Dark Corners ” into the second
book, ‘‘ Thel King’s Assegai,” but here there arebonlc:
mysteries. It is a straightforward bloodcurdler, and the o.t
all boys will search for on home book-shelves only to ru;; i
to earth in a free library. Parents may hide it fromdt eir
children, but they should read it themselves, not to Coft‘_ag;:"
the gruesome realities, but to revive thel-r‘ own i ct%
imaginations. There is no need to search for lus}t]oml:c:l; I?OW
or to believe in the old Zulu's narrative. We shou ati]es
our hair to rise at the howls and gashes, t’eltrert) 0
witches, and men-eaters; half terr}ﬁed, half exu “?;: e
should *“ bathe in a sea of blood »* with our hero. Wha
we think afterwards it has acted upon us as a tonic.

The Education of a Young Man. By Marius Lyle. (Hogarth
Press. 7s. 6d.)

This is not so much the education of a young mal: 3?3
series of self-imposed psychological tests on the par ohis
war widow. If she discovers that his mother is msam;,mllcl
brother killed his father, and he is a degenerate, h?‘\v st T
she behave? Should she rescue him from his hm'senot
family ? These are some of her problems which s e‘{ o
so anxious to solve as her attitude towards thel;n. £ :l s
cessant curiosity spurs her to tilt against his suk ‘Lo;mvicar
lations until, as a relief, she flirts vigorously wit 5 musé
who has an ** electric effect > on her. Apparent!y(is g Pl
know the reactions of her body as well as her mind, Saint-
wish we were allowed to have more than a nodding azq Ends
ance with the other characters in the hook, Whotmhés Zre o
are *‘ satanic,” but never convinces us thfa,;_his ) iy i
exciting. We are assured that the home Of 5 Ste e
a ‘“ dunghill,” yet she managdes to stay theﬁ'rewit; the young
hundred pages before she decides to fun O :

§ ir marriage.
man. Perhaps his real education starts after their

(Staple Publishing Co.

Pastiche.

THE GODS LAUGH.

. smpus that
We learn from our special correspondent on Olymp

i is their

the gods are ill with laughter. Lla:temn;(:i'151;3"‘2;[!5z e
custom, to the Mortal Broadcast on W ednesda_\ sumabl'y S
heard the announcer tell the world, and pre
cosmos, that the great strike was ended. i

Hardly had the earthly voice entered upon the ln;t “s(l)nrh'
of the announcement than the gods, including the s
Hepheastus, were rolling on the Olympian floor in
un-Olympian attitudes. ek

This is what caused their Jaughter. They auttll:en\ i
of a great English poet, long< .de:\d, clothed “ch ¥y
significance that the B.B.C. official probably misset:

Bring me my bow of burning gold.
Bring me my arrows of desire. fold

Bring me my spear. Oh, clouds unioit,
Bring me my chariot of fire.

I will not cease from mental stnf«‘r.l -
Nor shall the sword sletlrp l]" SRy nRnd,
Till we have built Jerusalem !
In' England’s green and pleasant land.

We believe it.
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Notice.

ISSUES OF “THE NEW AGE” FOR MAY 6 AND
MAY 13 ARE NOW AVAILABLE.

The first is a complete 12-page issue which was ready
for printing at the outbreak of the strike. The second is
a 4-page issue containing the text of a typed ‘‘ emergency
circular”” posted to subscribers during the sirike. Both
contzin important commentaries on the sitnation, and should
not be missed, Readers who are not direct subscribers
must order these issnes definitely from their newsagents,
as the wholesale distributors are not putting on current
sale any back numbers on their own account. The 4-page
issue contains a special article entilted  Through the
Subsidy to the Dividend,” which will be of great vaiue as
propaganda in view of the persistence of the deadlock.
An extra edition has been printed, and back parcels will be
supplied at Is. for 25 post iree {o those who want them for
distribution upon application direct to the Manager, The
New Age, 70, High Holborn, W.C.1. Single copies will be

at the usual price of 6d., whether ordered direct or through
the trade.

CREDIT RESEARCH LIBRARY

The Key to World Politics. Chart showing plan

pf worlg:l government now being attempted by the
international financiers, Price 1d. (postage 3d.).

Through Coasumption to Prosperity. An Outline
of Major Douglas’s Credit Proposals. Reprinted,
with addi ions, from the “New Age” of October 16th,
1924, Written specially to serve as an introduction to
the study of the New Economic Theory. Gives a
cle:\r'nccount of its distinguishing features, with just
suﬂimcn.t argument to establish a prima sacie case for
further investigation. 16 pp, Price 2d. (postage d.).
Prices for quantities, including carriage, 6—1/-;

10—1/6 ; 50—6/9; 100—11/3 ; 560—50/-.

The Vell' of Finance. Reprint in book form of a series
of articles from the “ New Age” by Arthur Brenton.
If a banker appeared on an island under primitive
conditions, and applied to its activities the present
l‘nws of “sound finance ” ; what would happen? This
is the main basis of the autior's analysis and its
application to the costing and pricing laws of modern

induslr_v. 64pp. Pri ; .
Bl iage plr:l) rice (paper covers) 6d.; (boards)

Secialist “First-Aid” for Private Enterprise !
A reprint of the “Notes” in the “New Age’' of
:}Pyllll/th'. A critical examination of the I.L.P.'s

Nationalisation” policy from the “Social Credit”
point of view. A useful pamphlet to distribute in
Labour and other reformist circles.

The Monetary Catalyst—Need Scientilic Discovery

i“m“al! Poverty? A reprint of the “Notes” in
U;:{ New Age” of June 5th, Written with the special
object of attracting “the attention of business, technical
and scientific men,

—_—————

A consecutive ; 1
. Secutive introductory reading cou ]
acial Credit > aig conrinen

Sarllr is provided by the following sets of
SET A.

Comprising :—
Purses and Prices .‘p o

The Key to Waorld Politi

3 litics (1d.).

Through Cons i i
:\lonctar_v Catasl;g:p(uxodr‘)).m PFOSI’C”W e

Socialist First Aid
Catalogue (gralis).(ld)'
Post free 6d, the set,
SET B,

Comprising :—
Set “ A » above, e

The Veil of Finance (6d.).
Post free Is. the set.

Catalogue of other books and
pamphlets free on application

CREDIT RESEARCH LIBRARY, 70, High Holborn,

wey —————

The Social Credit Movement.

Supporters of the Social Credit Movement contend that
under present conditions the purchasing power in the
hands of the community is chronically insufficient to buy
the whole product of industry. This is because the money
required to finance capital production, and created by the
banks for that purpese, is regarded as borrowed from
them, and, therefore, in order that it may be repaid, is
charged into the price of consumers’ goods. It is a vital
fallacy to treat mew money thus created by the banks as
a repayable loan, without crediting the community, on
the strength of whose resources the money was created,
with the value of the resulting mew capital resources.
This has given rise to a defective system of national loan
accountancy, resulting in the reduction of the community
to a condition of perpetual scarcity, and bringing them
face to face with the alternatives of widespread unem-:
ployment of men and machines, as at present, or of inter-
national complications arising from the struggle for
foreign markets.

The Douglas Social Credit Proposals would remedy
this defect by increasing the purchasing power in the
hands of the communityto an amount sufficient to pro:
vide efiective demand for the whole product of industry.
This, of course, cannot be done by the orthodox method of
creating new money, prevalent during the war, which
necessarily gives rise to the ** vicious spiral *’ of increased
currency, higher prices, higher wages, higher costs, still
higher prices, and so on. The essentials of the scheme are
the simultancons creation of new money and the regula:
tion of the price of consnmers’ goods at their real cost 0
production (as distinct from their apparent financial cost
under the present system). The technique for effecting
this is fully described in Major Douglas’s books.

The adoption of this scheme would result in an unpre-
cedented improvement in the standard of living of the
population by the absorption at home of the present un-
saleable ontput, and would, therefore, eliminate the dan-
gerous strugdle for foreign markets. Unlike other sug:
gested remedies, these proposals do not call for financial
sacrifice on the part of any section of the community,
while, on the other hand, they widen the scope for indi-
vidual enterprise.
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Finance Enquiry Petition Committee

-
PRELIMINARY LIST OF SUPPORTERS.

Rev. F. Lewis Donaldson, Canon of Westminsier.

Prof. Frederick Soddy, F.R.S.

Sir Henry Slesser, K.C., M.P.

R. C. Morrison, Esq., M.P, (Tottenham).

Rev. R. F. Horton, D.D.

Dr. Jane Walker, Harley Street.

Mary E. Thorne, Secretary, Friends Committee,
War and the Social Order.

J St. Loe Strachey, Esq.

Richard Wallhead, Esq., M.P. (Merthyr Tydfil).

This Committee has been formed to organise the
collection of signatures to a Petition for an Enquiry
into Finance.

It is not connected with any particular scheme of
financial reform, and its object can therefore be con-
sistently supported by everyone who believes that the
fundamental cause of the economic deadlock is financial-

Copies of the Petition, together with leaflets and
sets of instructions, are immediately available.

Write to THE SECRETARY, Finance Enquiry Petition

Committee, 324, Abbey House, Westminster, S.W-1
SR

Readers who are anxious to make THE NEW AGﬁ
more widely known can do so by asking their ﬂ_e'l””
agents or book-stall managers if they will distribt
free specimen copies to those of their customers like /
20 be interested. If so we shall be pleased 10,51‘72?1
them free of charge and carriage paid. Applicaito? (
should reach us at the latest by Monday 7)10{”’.”3”'
S0 that the necessary extra copies of that week’s 155
may be printed. Address:—The Manager,

NEW AGE, 70, High Holborn, London, W.C.1.

-
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