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NOTES OF THE WEEK.

Wazh?h;l"raddes Disputes Bill introduced on April 4
was Obvge 1ays after its appropriate time, for it
oX o ;ous y drafted to set fools dancing to soap-
artiera 0?" It is a financiers’ sop to all three
com s. To the pugnacious Conservatives it will
7 mg as an assurance that their Government
sco ar}s business.” To the Liberals it offers
polge’ or an unlimited quantity of hedge-sitting
prov;ll(:s_because of its faulty drafting and oF ke
thepcaltlve effect on industrial relationships. To
that ?}5 lamentary Labour Party it 15 such a.godsend
re; e inference is irresistible that the interests
reals)gn&ble for the measure have some undisclose
Dolitin for being willing to consolidate the power of
said Cg Labour. Readers who recollect what we
1ssy about the strategy of the General Strike in our
Wiue}Sl of the four weeks immediately succeeding 1t
e g o difficulty in accepting the suggestion
fulﬁ?ow make that this Bill is brought forward in
Wilment of an understanding then made between
ofihafOTESaid interests and the right-wmlg element
cal] e Trade Union Congress leaders. * f you will
inedoff the Strike,”” the hidden ones might be 1mag-
m k.Saymg’ ““ we will restore your lost prestige by
axXing a sham attack next year on trade union
Political interests.” >
*® * L
ca;rhat the attack is a sham must be patent to any
c Hef“l student of affairs. The Daily News rightly
alls the Bjll *“a hotchpotch of intricate puzzics.
inlat means heaps of talk and time being used up
as Inproving the definition of 1ts'ke):’terms, such
Bode strike ” and *“ a general strike. Next, sup-
OSe the drafting to be perfected, and the Bill to
uecome an Act. Labour will go to the country
nder a pledge to repeal the Act. If retur.ned to
Power, more talk and time will be used up in that
"IEIIS . Suppose it is repealed by the Commons.
a ten the Iords would have to go at it. They might
“Ssent straight away, or they might relect the act

of repeal until it had been passed and sent up to
them from three consecutive sessions of the Com-
mons. Which they would do would depend upon
other secret arrangements between some clique in
the Labour Cabinet and the Leaders of the two Op-
positions in conclave with the Treasury. If, toputa
case, Mr. Mosley looked like making finance a live
issue in the Commons, and it was desired to snow
him under, nothing would serve and disguise this
purpose better than to arrange a prolonged conflict
between the Lords and Commons on the question of
this Bill. Nobody would have time for minor (?)
ijssues in face of such a “grave Constitutional
crisis "’ !

ES * *

he question of how the Act would
The penalty for breaking the law
1 Strike must of necessity extend to
the vast majority of Trade Unionists. To put them
all into prison is absurd. To imprispn Trade Union
Jeaders would be to free the way for others to take
their place—better leaders n all probability. There
remains the remedy of sequestration of trade union
funds. But at what point? Surely, before they
have been spent on the strike. But again, trade
unions have no funds,”’ they have only investment
scrip and certain physical assets which can be turned
into funds—if the banks will lend. Since there is no
law under which the banks are required to lend, they
already possess in effect the legal right as well as the
financial power to suppress a General Strike. The
practical effect, therefore, of illegalising the General

Strike would be to give Parliamentary sanction for
articipating trade

Then there 15t
be administered.
against a Genera

bankers’ refusal of credit to p
unions. This again illuminates the humbug of the
se that in the event of a

Bill. Does anyone suppo
General Strike being considered to be becoming dan-

erous, the financial classes would refrain from
2 )

blockading it for want of statutory authority ? Be-

sides, there is such a thing as a retroactive Bill of In-

demnity.
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The threat to the political funds of Trade Union-
1sm does not amount to anything. It is immaterial to
finance-capitalism whether Labour collects a few
thousand pounds more, or less, for electoral pur-
poses. The proposal to prutect the individual trade
unionist against the consequences of his own inertia
on the matter of the political levy is a piece of
affected solicitude which the inspirers of the Bill
seem to have inserted as a concession to its opponents.
It will give Mr. MacDonald, Mr. Thomas, and Mr.
Snowden something on which to visit their ironic
oratory without endangering their reputation as
“sane”” Labour leaders among their titled associates.
Indeed, we are inclined to the idea that it has
already been arranged that these gentlemen shall
get the clause withdrawn in Committee. In any case
the ultimate effect of this Bill must be to strengthen
the Liberal and Labour vote at the next Election at
the expense of the Conservative. The Observer is
already saying sc.

* * *

Since Mr. Montagu Norman
Prime Minister of Britain, the foll
Sl S e

great interest to the public.
* Montagu Collet Norman,

1927,

) as Governor of the Bank of
gn%la}?d, has wnée powers in determining the course of
rnﬁ: credit, l\o_ foreign issue appears in the London
|r:’narl et wnthopt his approval. €, more than other
d22 <ers, has. mspxre‘d the policy of banks of issue in a
g €n countries. His personal influence s such that he
as variously been calleq ¢ o Crusader * anq ¢ the C
l(‘;}ntcg %lctator of E}:Jrope.’ <+ He keeps his name :L:E
€ Press as much as possible, rarely a4 " i
3 ) < Y appears in py
z‘x)cgilgeoeiz t% e.\tre}ordmary length to hide his movc&et:ig,
M i‘r(tl\frsc\’f)rlz} {‘Icar or two ago, with Benjamin'
Ne < ey i i i
na(l{ngs o \'alers: Y registered at thejr hotel in the
" re-gg&lblth}e tjme he entered office Mr. Norman set out
e IS[; approved proportions between gold and
¢ 1€ Bank of England, 11, was wit] W
1N Americy when he re'?ched the s ttls . M? iy
\ ] 3 cttiement of Britain®
t was evident tthen. that Mr, Norman regaz:"cll]ecsi
urning to gold and maintainj
J ] E ini
; I;sﬂmg;g Important than the sacrifices in dorllﬁ
tics, Hj . Milexibility anq tenacity are his I i
;9 1S Critics say he haq a hand j e
; ?rl]nr‘(rl]sl?i];];mg the return
: 0 export trade
s could have heen avoided had the
St ofz}]‘e more slowly—if a¢ 4] S
L > IS powers well makes him the q y
ignore(:]r ]o'f Eur.ope.- The Federal Reserve B l‘:lurl e
1 1is desires in sh o A o

€ aping bank-rate policy
ritain returned to th 1 Sy o
banks shiftqd gold ba];ncggsdtost?lr(]:dﬁ;(#kmany e

of England. My,
and, Greece, and other countries

e Bank of England in order
- He berateq the Governor
a . ago for Austria’
mstratl.ve economie%. He ll)llsé::‘;\qecgl

a had not liveq up

accommodation
of. the Austrian Bank

lnui(s obligations,
elations betwee Mr. N
el 1s b €N Mr. Norman angd p RS ;
ernlii‘](:h(g;bclml\’ are very intimate, The clr.ewiicohaChfl’ 2
lhrouéh lOd Duscoun_t Bank wag only m;derl e
i mgotse r?o-operatlon of the Bank of Enrfl"mlzlossmlC
TR St effective weapon whij / han s
:]Sml]}]l;tpc)\}l"er e veap }anh Mr. Norxlrlan wields
Cat. n
withdrawn hxf; Omb_a 180 on foreign loans “""]Se fLO"f]"”
England s ;920- Actually, however, the BO”I]-M”y
-ondon. S, (]:)msses' b forcien A befre ssue
Brangie h(JuseSS«:‘“ri}\;}e l‘l}:? crc(}it relations of hljigg :)r;
would not thinic "ingi ot o Engl =
Banlz di';ég ])]rlrl)]\l\m;)f Pringing ou a fo"eiﬁ”g’:)r”lld t!mt i
Ban approved. One of the smaller jssye 1 ) he
In connection with some Dyt Ty ol jlicd

years ; 3 il ch finan

'h'm’x;n:gj(:' ]bu,t- ”wd‘f ays in which the RC:AZZ{IJ‘ 3‘ muf;lle of
} S dealings discoura sed o CHK Was able to

attempt aged others from ran

: “'Ir‘ll;l. om repeating the

has pee at of Australjap States
¥,

. > Banl; “ngl;
*nts \vh;.ch roi:usnd to return r(; t(;]fel;f,l'm(']. dard
ith the issuye policy of th(e Slg"m(ll'md
}()é]d()l} marlket clpsed to then';l.n b
2 th)om Jovernor of the Bank of Eng.
- OPInion of bysipess circles, there

is no reason why he may not continue indefinitely in

office. There is no real barrier to Mr. Norman’s con-

tinuing to wield the authority of a benevolent currency

dictator in Europe.”’ : . :
A “currency dictator ”’ of Europe is a political dic-
tator of Europe, including, of course, Great Britain.
But the people of this country have no means o
registering their approval or disapproval of the con-
sequences of his policy. The utmost they can do 18
to change some of his clerks every few years. Most
of them are unaware of this truth; but there are a
growing number who appreciate it. These ought to
be allowed to contract out from contributing money,
not merely to Labour politics, but to all pOllthIS-
This privilege would be a logical extension of the
principle of the Trade Disputes Bill which we have
been discussing. The great scandal of the day 1s
the levying of taxes for the support of the Parllame.rl-
tary institution itself. “No representation, no taxa-
tion.”” Where is Mr. Lloyd George ?

*

& *

There was an interesting article on the Feder?ﬂ
Reserve system in a recent issue of the Wall Stree!
Journal. It showed, firstly, how if a customer cou(
bring one million dollars of new cash (say in go
to a member bank of the system, the system Co(lilit-
expand this to 28} million dollars of deposit cre
In this way.

“ The member bank redeposits it [the mil

with the local Federal Reserve Bank where

must maintain an average reserve of 10 per cent. s the
the customer’s deposits, and using this $1,000,000 a‘{tend

'0 per cent. reserve, the banks as a whole may €&

deposit credit to borrowing customers by “?"0'000’-00 its

“ Now the Federal Reserve Bank may exercis ent.
function. It must maintain a reserve of 35 Pen icssuc
against deposits—in this case $350,000—and u—hmayo 000,
deposit credit to member banks fo the extent of $1,85 addi-
that is 2.85 times the remaining $650,000. Thlsbqn s’
tional loan of $1,850,000 will increase the ‘membcr ‘v‘ill be
reserves by this amount, and the latter, in turn,_‘oooo.
able to increase its own lending power again by $l$'°§se'r\'c-
using the borrowed $1,850,000 as the 10 per cent. I 00,000
so that it may extend credit on the Orlgl"“l.$l’oat'tllc
directly by $r10,000,000, and through bOlTOWm%th to
reserve bank, by $18,500,000, bringing the :
$28,500,000.
The writer of the article applies this ratio of
to the total gold stock of the United States,
about four and a half thousand million
worth, and shows that if the metal were al q
deposited in the Federa]l Reserve system, the eu
credit thereby made available would work © h 2
nezllrly th}rteen million million ]ClollarS- Suc
volume of credit, he remarks, will never
for, but asserts “this is what could be accomplis! d
were there people enough, industries enoug ze,m” S
markets enougl to consume the goods ant S
that such vast credit possibilities imply- tentio?
ltalics.) We commend this passage to the atten™
of the Malthusian League. The writer’s Owél
POse 1n giving these figures is to prove that Une i,
Federal Reserve system « there can be no .Surcnobilit)’
A e o shetno o ol
S 1at he does not say is t]al er nations
8 1ts surplus credit power to run oth

lion doll:u‘S]
the member
against

28.5: 1
namely,
dollars
| to b.f

Sl
po 5

I
(0]
peoples and Industries with these SUPC1"heatleingto11
a1s, on the hasig of which, of course, WasiEsriie
€xacts mortgages on their political PO.hCleS'i itiy
steam of the Pound Sterling is raised in @ P e tha!
}‘301Ier~why, no-one can say, except to surmis

Mr. Montagu Norman has decided so-.

#* # = hlet og

Mr. Walter Runciman contributes a Pamﬁ : thr
Liberalism * He mentions that he has beees (Ec_ilc
head of three important administrative Oﬂicin acti’’
cation, Agriculture, and Trade), as well asrnsi als?
Management of important industrial conce et
i * “ Liberalism as [ See It.” By The Rft. Hon-
I\uncmmn, M.P. (Ernest Benn. 30 pp- 6d.

e —— ) — — —
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that recently he has been ““in a world of banking
and insurance.”” The result of this varied experi-
ence has been, he says, ‘“ to confirm me in !:}le Lib-
eral faith which is set forth in these pages.” This
ends his preface. Immediately he lays down the
aw that ““ public economy is the first condition of
Sound finance, and sound finance the basis of all
good government.” A little later he reveals what
1S presumably a discovery of Liberals, namely that
I you repay debt you get rid of the interest on it.
¢ repudiates the doctrine of the ‘‘ balance of
POwer” in international affairs—meaning by that
the arranging of alliances based on military guar-
antees. Instead, he recommends a ‘‘ wholehearted
reliance on the good judgment of the League As-
Sembly.” Then, as was inevitable, there comes a
Section attacking ‘‘ fiscal heresies.”’ This con-
cudes the first section of his pamphlet which is en-
titled ““ The Foundation of Good Government.”” This
foundation can be summarised ideally as follows—
alanced budgets, no armaments, no tariffs. Work
and income will then be dispensed equitably among
the nations by the League. Having settled th}§ Mr.
Unciman gets on with his second section, ‘‘ The
Uperstructure.”” In the foremost place is the con-
cept of ‘“ Individual Freedom.” He gives utterance
to such noble-spoken sentiments that at first blush
one feels that reformers cannot leave him out of ac-
Count in devising a new social synthesis. We quote
the concluding sentences. S
i n there should be secured the rights
of ir?é)iv?(‘;ﬁgl’it)efrz?)d in our view he should be as frge
rom the tyranny of a State department or a trlz} e
Organisation as he is from the despotism of a rudmg
prince. In other words he can only retain the f‘x:ec 01:13
Which is his right by guarding it against invasion Dy
Government officers or trades union officials, trust direc-
torates, or multi-millionaires, as firmly as he would guard
it by prelate or king.” . | .
But then he immediately reminds us that thf;ge Is an-
other Liberal principle, “Social Loyalty. 'I}h.e
individual has “duties to the State as well as to lus
Own family and to himself.” It is as we thm:g_;t.
Vhen a synthesis is made of Liberal prmcxpl.e.: the
Tesult is the same as one made of Conservative or
abour principles. Party philosophies are un-
Weighted averages of fine feelings which are common
to everybody. These Parties’ techniques differ in
orm, but have one common result, namely of dis-
appointing the national conscience of which in turn
ey win approval. ‘
* * *
. We pass on to notice one or two pieces of'mformz_l-
Yion which Mr. Runciman gives the reader. The most
triguing is this: “ Banks are now owned by two
undred and seventy-five thousand shareholders,
fach possessing only a few shares.”” That wealth 1is
better distributed he attempts to prove by stah}lﬁ
-1at at present 15,000,000 of the population are smal
vestors, He gives a table showing that the mves]ti
Aents of these people, including bank savings, ?gm
Goyemment Holdings, life assurance, and bm }lni_g
1ocieties, amount to £1,776,247,000. He thought-
‘Ully adds that “these figures are not sufficient to
Justify anyone in stating that poverty is a thing ?
€ past,” but consoles himself that at any rate éise
«~2 of capital ownership is extend,l’ng dow nwlar >
The joint-stock company system,’’ he r,e,marpcs 1
“other place “democratises ownership. lrc?
Zbgly.; but it has separated control from ownership.
ai

' 7 savings
o, & i together voluntary
Sl el ages Over a num-

Wlth :
an index of dis-

ber 0gonmulsoryidedutctti}cinsl ftrolma;\'
; € @ ¢ tota ! _
ib ”l'io};z i}s’waegitht,r?; to present the exact opposite l(glf
the truth. Titular, contingent anershlp ﬁf wea “11
o€ 1S ; but that is not distribution. r. Tluncm_lc ]
d“ds with a few reflections on poverty. = lhere is
S8ree of want by which freedom of will becomes

s Lnigh impossible,”’ or, as the authors of Coal

would (or would not?) put it, “by whicil} the failure
of will becomes well-nigh inevitable.””  But his
Liberal specific for poverty is not inspiring.

‘“ For Liberals there is no task more urgent than
expressing in action, public, political, and private, the
impulse and sentiment of human kindness. — Indeed, to
cultivate kindness and to express it wisely is and ought
to be part of the business of life. Such should be our
attitude towards the solution of the problems of the
poor.”

We know this wise kindness of old.

Coal, Conscience, and Credit.

/ rint this week a letter from the authors of
& o\a\;? pIn reply we must point out that k‘;Ie did tl'I:Ot
rebuke them for “writing of ’ other pro ﬁmlsl an
Social Credit. We selected a passage which pur-
ported to be a_synopsis of procedure for -S‘a‘"fllg
civilisation.”” We indicated our dissent frtom it. . 3
charge us, on that account, with refusmhg to saffl:oxoi-
the discussion of social problems as suc ; is no: : aﬁd
cal. Our case is that every psychological, soc1cz)1ts d
religious problem worth mention has 1tsd r?vative
financial policy. ?“h these’ﬁrgglfrlxzfaﬁify si)rlved b};
While only some of them will be s
Social Credit, none of them will be solv Al
time without 1t ; or, if they are, only.temp(t)lf'1 ! yr,nore
ause it will be at the cost of making other :
g:itical. T-hereforle 1(110 dlscusts};g);lgolfmtll;cs:gl,thz; a'?r{:
them, will lead to anything they
gxilsect?sfsed in,open and direct relation to tlzle}r fCStl:iss
That is why, from our point of view, Cofa lsth : =
and its futility is not mitigated by the ac'tl Caedit
authors have'l,:})lriyat? s;irtnpat}: ‘tmﬂ t{lrf;ﬁgmto al;roid
jective. "heir fault 1s tha ; )
S?ggfztxlt‘igg” the presentation of Social C‘redl.tt tflllres}tf
have not presenEed it at all, much less given 1
> 1n order of urgency. 18
pl;‘i‘(':lghis Failure ongVill to demand and ;:ichxe\?
what Social Credit makes possible Is the burf enroc;_
our writing.”” There is a general ‘fear}o phc-
perity.”’ Very good. Let us combine these Igow
nomena in the term “social neurosis. " o
do you remove it? Not by challenging 1§t;n e
name of “conscience,”” but by dlsclgs’/}:}gallpxydl_
nomic origin. Dr. Adler in his ]7zdz‘fz %euroses -
ology, Chap IV., “The Treatmen}:_o Lfew =
says: “At this place I can only gf“cmaf"xlling S
designed to prevent the physmlanbro 2> ok
the position of being treated by 1 PRy
(Author’s italics.) In matters OfICfOHSC(I)lIf])?CL i(s e
consider themselves equal. e
already in a position “of re_cob'_ = 3 e
. must at ‘least “speak: with authority
O'm' }“mfddrcsses the “national conscience ""; ot}wgr'-
iy hcul ]>C\:~'i11 find himself much in the position of a
WISCI . ta Sunday school anniversary saying his
?Ctlt)i) agicic From this point of view we think it a
)lit retlhat writers who have given a lot of' Stu-Clly;:l t?
}l }Douglas Theorem should waste their knowledge
g?auo“-ing themselves to be su'le—tmck{?(,! on ;1' ta'i;k
which, in the form they bave /donc 1t], can l)e
erformed much more effectively (worse luck) by
Rfr Frank Hodges (who has just preached a sermon
;llr'CO\‘E‘Iltl‘_V Catheal'rz]l) and other popular orators
-a-penny policies. ; 0
¢ Itx}\}ﬁeeg wle) say) tg)mt it is not the business or \Vlthtlr}
the competence of the individuals in the Comnlll?l Y
to ‘“ clarify the idea of civilisation,” we a]rc say “;{Z
that it is not possible or necessary fofr t}ﬁse mndi-
viduals to agree on any idea or plg_n o }cmtllsathmr).
This is entirely different from sa_\vmg.t}at d](n'c,‘ll's
no academic relation between humanity gn civi 1—.
sation. ‘“ Civilisation”” is a name for what
humanity is doing. In that sense, of course, it is
a human affair, but a human affair that human be-

ings cannot shape by any effort of the mind. We
a5 B 2
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accept the author’s analogy from economics. When
we spend sixpence we do exericse direction over the
structure of civilisation. But it is not our business
nor within our competence to arrive at any idea
where the ripples will end after we have splashed
our sixpence. In spending sixpence we are expand-
g our individuality, and we say ‘‘ Civilisation,
c’est moi.” If we expand, civilisation expands.
And, believing that the vast mass of our fellow be-
ings are men like ourselves, we are content to let
civilisation alone.

The Servile State by Legislation.

By W. T. Seymour.

_Attention is to be diverted from the steady imposi-
tion of the servile state upon a@//, through the fin-
ancial system, to the specific imposition of that con-
dition upon work-people, through an Act of Par-
liament. Thus an acute political issue is created;
and the major operations of finance are hidden
from a degree of public observation that tends to
become inconvenient to the anonymous masters of
the Nation’s destiny.
1s 15 1n the proper tradition of financial policy.
But the scale of the diversion about to be precipi-
tate‘:d indicates at once the need that finance feels
of ““ cover” for its operations, and the degree of
dlsturbgnce to which 1t will subject the community
to obtain that protective screen.

Was it foreseen that Mr. Wheatley would move
to the back benches, and that the next Labour Gov-
ernment might come to office with a mandate of

& penny an hour on wages and no rise in prices »’
at a real issue might he imported into the play-
ground of politics?  That meddlesome

employed—which is the financially-a ointed field
of internal political conflict Agyhgl\)v, that ;iesk
could not bhe allowed to develop!
Nevertheless, if the political sphere was to pro-

and the old

mvolving the political wing 1n f h
rights of association that they ha.

hglf a century since; and youyrflzlsatccl:red(teﬁgne%litwmi
atmosphere of those far-off days, under fhanlcead
Circumstances that render \fictory’ illusory wh%lst
c€aving no course open but acceptance of the chal-
onge.  Stiffen the constitutional issue on the other

Working

ave confusion, the clearing of
Anyhow, the calm
w’nll not be dis-
Sorman’s subjection of
ancial policy dictated to her by thSupport ey

] e United States—
Or war—will receive no vulgar criticism ;

1 "he Government Trade Disputes and Trade
Sun}ons Bill is the chosen instrument. By this mea-
¢ servility is to he 1mposed in the most absolute

:gg:f grf)on the worging classes, without
.corresponding legislative prot

P e g protection for the

thetic lock-out ;

ar 1
€ precisely the same as those accompanying the

occasion for employers’ action in locking out work-
men Is at least as open to question as that of the men
in withdrawing their labour and supporting one an-
other in so doing. In all human probability the eﬁ-
ployers’ action 1s #07e open to question: the woi'] <
man puts down his livelihood when he puts down his
tools; a position which is not true, in any immediate
sense, of the employer in general. This gives 2
seriousness and responsibility to the workman’s
action which cannot fairly be accorded to the other
side in industrial disputes. A
Large-scale Labour association 1s to be .dISCOUI';
aged, in the most effective way; by hanging ovet
the heads of the associates an indefinite danger thad
at any time their collective action may be pronounce
illegal, and individuals subjected to fines 'a'rtl:
imprisonment for participation.  Any act1v11y
of collective Labour worth undertaking co’]?‘ g
hardly fail to fall under ‘the ban. Bl
slight elements of truth in portions of the dl(bs
fastened acutely (a) upon picketing pressure, an 1
upon the possible demands of local authoritie r
which Labour councillors predominate to SuF;PO
Trade Union organisations in their employmen i
labour—both of which are the result of extreme £
asperation created by downward pressure upon p:
standard of living—are magnified out of all Ifoxrr):;n
tion to their importance. In any event the utible
element, which occasions the one, is not suscep i
of unprejudiced assessment; and the denial O e
ity to local residents’ votes, which determmeﬁsa_
other, is a very dubious reversal of .decentricen_
tion in regional government. Both point to COe T
tration of power in an apex which we know I;V 5
¢ financial and not subject to restriction by =,
elected body, In a word, the concept rests U s
complete denial of the principle of economic
cracy. Ll
Meanwhile the Trust, the Merger, and t]glsrggrs;
bine stalk over the land; leap national 2 dred
raise political issues; bring pressure in a tion and
ways upon the nation; and impose rgstrlct 1 ot or
high prices upon the community withou
hindrance. dearly
Nothing has previously been done that S
indicates the complete, and largely ,uni?o 7
submission of Parliament to monetary po lCYB
ingenious in that the attractions offere
policy to the present Government are (1)
tract public attention from the bankruptcy
policy and to cover up as much as possibi€ as ever
pleasant fact that prosperity is as far ©
and taxation about to be increased; an the ne?
create a maximum condition of difficulty for o attain
Labour Government to deal with. But e
these ends a politically suicidal action
taken, for the Trade Union Bill will have t8€ . pjing
of uniting Labour groups who are just r]lmol'l 051
apart through inability to achieve a Corilth = prog
tive programme, by providing theffllhgv atent 12
gramme of negation and protest. gral striked
15 that the proposed prohibition of gen The pos°:
1s a piece of abstractionist bunkum.
bility of conducting a general strike i
never great, is steadily diminishing, s coun
year sees a larger number of people 11 e e
commanding their own means of transdpes hich abe
proportion of people engaged in tf;i ofore CA ‘e
not of prime importance, and who ther 5 these'al.l,
laid idle without misgiving. In so far,serve, avéy,
hostile to the strikers, they constitute a 1€ stries: o
able for emergency staffing of vital in s are g10d6
other words, the middle and upper class i 1’2‘“,11
g stronger for the purpose of res»lste heir ¢
vnions, though no more able to prom(g i
interests against the system they support- Flﬂarafc
t is as unnecessary to deny principles e

trike and “the sympathetic strike.

es
2 24 i
as 1t 1s necessary to insist that those principP

— — i — —
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tuthlessly ; and that they are concentrated in Europe
upon lessening the general purchasing power—
pecially in Britain. Hence the support given to
the Pyramidal formation of industrial organisation,
Provided that dependence upon Bank-created credit
1 accepted without question. Hence the discourage-
Ment—to the point of political warfare—of work-
Men'’s organisations. For the aggregate operations
of the latter have, in effect, no other objective than
o 8¢t more purchasing power into the hands of the
community. - Hence, too, the starvation of home
Mdustries in favour of investment abroad.
€ encouragement thus given to every element

dEfStruct.we of national well-being is the risk that
'hance imposes to secure unfettered action. Fin-
ancial principle—as dictated by American financial
POLicy for thhe rest of the industrialised countries of
‘e world—is such that the standard of living st
e beUght down; and the limit of that possibility
' this country, under even the meagre freedom of
dssociation already achieved by Labour, is sufficient
2 Provoke the resistance that finds expression in
the Government Bill,
| /e Times revealed the *hidden hand” in its
€ader on the Bill, with its comment—the only real
"'ote of warning in its article—

* The practical effects of the financial penalties proposed

[might] operate, through nervousness of what
they really mean, in discouragement of the friendly

fociety ’ benefits of trade unions.—7The Times, April 3,
927.
In other words, the workmen might cease to sup-
Port their aged and sick by subtractions from their
oWn wages, and more money would have to be put
Into circulation to meet the deficiency.

This is actually a stage battle; but it will involve
'eal men and women in suffering throughout the
Population. It will reduce to servility a far greater
Qumber than those immediately engaged in the con-
ict. Tt will perpetuate and mcrease_the physical
and cultural injuries flowing from the imposition of
artificial scarcity. And it will serve to inculcate
the kind of docility which will acquiesce in another
World-war,

Truth from a Well.

The early Spanish writers on Yucatan mention
¢ tradition”that in old times the rain-god of the
Maya, Yum Chac, dwelt at the bottom of a huge
“ell or zenote in the great city of Chi-Chen Itza,
rumed and deserted long before their time, and
\lat nto this great well, in seasons of drought,
vere flung alive, to propitiate the god, the most
cautiful maidens of the Maya people and the
fest warriors among their captives.

U Ir. Edward Thomson,* a fine enthusiast from the
S nited States, years ago, purchased some twelve
raare miles of jungle containing the whole of the
Olns of this great city, and has devoted his life
stot € exploration and preservation of the numerous
to 1€ records and various art treasures that remain
OfoS there from this strange old civilisation.
| ®0 he stood on the brink of this huge and dire-
beloplt 8azing at the still dark water seventy feecg
Sch Ws Wondering what lay at the bottom an
g how to find out. :
ang. 25t having after months of hard word
Mat aged to transport thither a dredger bucket ar}:
Starena] for a crane, and to get gear together, he
Spr ted dredging up the noisome bottom mud,
Ounding it out and examining carefully every
by € of it This unpleasant job went on for weeks,
DOts}?eslde tree trunks and branches, leaves, a few
L o erds, and the mingled bones of a jaguar and
\\\W’\\OEI'OUSI}' precipitated in a frantic death

struggle, nothing of any interest was found in all
the stinking mud he had raised. It seemed, indeed,
a hopeless quest, but Mr. Thomas kept at it, and
his good Indians steadily worked the winch till at
last their spirits rose again with the coming up of
various fancy shaped lumps of votive copal incense.
And one day there was picked out of the mudheap
a wooden implement, the like of which no man had
ever seen, though it was sculptured on every temple
wall—a Zul-cke or throwing stick for darts—far
more primitive an implement than the bow. Then a
skull, then skeletons and skeletons (ninety was the
final total) all either of girls or of strong full-grown
men, a gruesome enough confirmation of the truth
of the old tale.

The bottom becoming too hard for the dredge, a
scow was made and lowered, and Mr. Thomson, a
skilled diver himself, sent for diving plant and a
couple of men, and went down with one of them
through sixty feet of now black, muddy water, and
groped about in utter darkness on the bottom!
And what did they find? An amazing variety of
interesting objects in wood, flint, and Ccopper, in
gold and precious jade, scraps of old fabrics—a

air of pathetic little sandals—the finest flint spear-
ﬁeads ever discovered, flint knives with handles of
magnificently worked gold serpents, gold throwing-
sticks and sceptres, tiaras, brooches, and great em-
bossed discs—a whole museumful of things, now,
it seems, at Harvard. The mere bullion value of
the gold alone is put at about £50,000, but the
beauty and interest of the finds make their value

* i e e e T R AR e S T
(“ei’rhe City of the Sacred Well. By T. A. Willard.
ncm;mn' ISS.)

quite beyond price, their discovery raising very
much our estimate of the pitch of excellence to
which the Maya had attained in some at least of the
arts. Surely a very satisfactory treasure hunt this,
in every way.

And there is an account of another, on a smaller
scale, through one solid stone tomb floor after
another, through roots and boa-constrictors, to a
good find in the deepest pit of all. Exciting enough,
this, for anybody.

The book which contains the above and a great
deal beside having been written for, and not by,
Mr. Thomson, the real author of most of it, it 1s
not clear always whose words we are reading. It
1s, however, though a little muddled in arrangement
and uneven in quality, nearly all well worth, reading
by those to whom everything connected with early
civilisations is of interest, and it is most notably
well illustrated with some 250 excellent photo-

graphs. PHILIP T. KENWAY.

PRESS EXTRACTS.

“ The national income of the ]Jnited S}ate;s is nrouqd
$70,000,000,000, of' which agprommate]y1&0.’{,9.000,000 is
spent for merchandise on the instalment plan. . .

M. V. Ayres quoted in The Commercial and Financial
Chronicle,

“ Once again a deadlock appears to have been reached in
the cotton trade. It would appear r}mt the more la_vxsh the
provision nature makes for the clothing of the inhabitants of
the world the less able are we to avail ourselves of it. In
the presence of a plethora of raw material and an undoubted
need for articles of clothing the whole world through, we are
faced with such stagnation of demand that the mills of Lan-
cashire cannot dispose of their googls. even when giving
capital with every pound sold. . . . The mr]umem!)le c:‘xuses
adduced for this condition may be classified into three groups
—viz., financial, psychological, and constitutional. Into the
first group fall such matters as deflation, reﬁont::nllons”mnk
loans, etc. Indeed, when one consl(ler§ that in l}.ns and
other countries where the monetary policy of deflation has
been rigorously instituted industry as a whole has suffered
very much more than in those countries that h{lve not
adopted this policy, there seems to be little doubt that the first
cause of the trouble is financial.”

Thos. R, Openshaw, writing in Manchester Guardian,


Daphne Maurer


[5e]
o
w

THE NEW AGE

ApriL 14, 1927

N

The Unconscious Goal in History.
By Philippe Mairet.
II.

Read any English attempt at Universal History—
but particularly Mr. H. G. Wells, as dead-average
and typical editor of ali English histories—and you
will be chiefly struck by the excellence which is its
limitation.  This school of history has but one
criterion of culture, and that is the development of
the conscious understanding.

It makes this conscious quality not only the
highest, which in a real sense it is, but the only
standard of human attainment, whereas culture is a
harmonious development of /] the mental forces, in-
cluding aesthetic and emotional powers. A civilisa-
tion which produced men of conscious understand-
g only would have neither the dynamic nor the
phi}s’flcal lntmt;mll) for aély serious work in the world.

ory cannot be under e evoluti
practical intelligence aloges.‘tOOd f et
2 Taking History in this sense, English historians
ave not sought, in the great movements of the past
to discern their under‘lg;ing and unconscious im.
pulses, but haye assessed them as if they were the
workdof conscious reflection. They have thus pro-
ﬁ:rieani tay. History of Rationalism rather than of
The result, though enormous] interesti in-
structive, must necgessarily mak}(; hh: rgtséggoa%n(%dg;
far more futile and inglorious than it really 1s. For
a race or a nation does not, and can not tell the truth
concerning: its Unconscious Idea. That its pro-
foundest wisdom, is something which it would not
nsk, even if it could, by putting it up for debate in
e tﬁ Pa.r.han}ent of Man; 1t will instead fight, work, or
o rﬁgﬁfi inflict its own intuition upon Humanity,
s Wholle gjglt-lcéf' the very body and consciousness of
“nese Unconscious Ideas which impel religions

Eiglggshlarg races to their destiny are I%eas ofgif[:n:
S frg ntellectual as anthropological ; they
e k.Indan ineffable knowledge of Jow 7o be a

i t}lln of human being. = The Jew or the
ey erefore, will not give up his national being

e € can Judaise or Romanise the world.  Tili
surz C?Iil (ttﬁmmumcate their Unconscious Idea and be

urr,nnit at sense, of their mmmortality in future
e (frac{" natlforfs and races will never sacrifice the

S 1on of their will to selfish power and ruth-
Secutio%semacc}l" Undgrlymg their mutual wars, per-
i ;ll)rl] trad‘e rivalries is their fantasy of an

o i e ey o
with hands. For itl: gakéV ft:h'emg 11 honght not made
\ C ] - they will hew the Amalek.

;‘f:,si?lrlf!:lgnera, or barbarians, unti] the going~oute<l)\f

True, there is 3 higher work of h
s u
zgi}:)f;eg) ltoguf)egceful penetration andrgi?d
; nece ¢ 1 . i

mistaken whgen t%e’;ndthsiﬁlc{ngget.hil;uta‘sp e
sasxer or cheaper th'fm the natural ways of wa

onquest and absorption.  Work of pacific, spirit ri
fgr}?(ieiilsbbe%ve%n tribes and nations has t’,ee% d(;lnae

nd1a by brahmanism, in Europe, | /

Christianity; but there 1s no rea by
1t cost less, in tears of blood, thsa?n o Tpose fa

. g(fmtqhueSt and uniﬁcatiqn would ha\rfle\gigse Oftffgzzcllg;
S l_esse movements is that', in them, the will of
o fmore mtelligently allied to the Unconscious

> Of the epoch, and has an Intuition of the Goal

0 .
cal \;chl){r&if}? :l}:&t he takes h“? part in the Histori-
and less Jike t}‘ms:rmgs more like those of a Genius

synthesis,
ed by con-

of a slave.
’ - of Hegel’s ““ Philosophy of Hi o
1s that it evokes the Unconscio%sy Ideasxsvf;}?i]ch

shaped the epochs of History. It is well to remem-
ber that Hegel’s own undoubted power in shaping
the destiny of his country proves his own divina-
tion of its Unconscious motives. But this attempt
of Hegel’s does not demonstrate the existence of
Unconscious Ideas in History so brilliantly as his
‘“ History of Philosophy.” '

Hartmann said of him that he found the European
philosophies like scattered torsos of intellectual
sculpture; and assembled them, with unerring 1n-
tuition, into the frame of their pediment, the har-
monious group they were.

These philosophers, whose designs were true to
a more transcendent scheme, had no idea of their
own collaboration. Most of them merely had a de-
fective knowledge of only a few predecessox’hS(-3
Their profoundest principles surged up from ht'
depths of the Unconscious, and the design 1n \xf/ tlfxe
they are transfigured into harmony is that o
Unconscious. y )

If Unconscious Design can be so_mfalhblyy tdier;
tected in historic philosophies, must 1t not exis e
history itself? For these philosophies, the rarme
flowers of civilisation, are grown from the sim
root as all other achievements of their age

ople. 3
peTphose roots are the ideas which are the u;lfogs
sciously compelling forces of different ep e
their philosophies are their highest form of co i
expression. It is clear, then, that the c:p_ochs1 e
selves of civilisation must be in an organic reid Un:
they must be consistent developments from o(r}leal
conscious Idea or towards one Unconscious Ot a:ny

The converse belief, that History 1s w1thm‘il et
immanent truth of Idea, was held by Sch(_)PcIr_lI.:tory
He thought that the demand for a plarz 1n la 3
was a demand for “ progress,”’ and progress ton
mand for an increase of comfort 1n c1v1115§1 e
Morcover, Schopenhauer naturally could nOtl’l' 3{0 1y,
meditation upon the Kings and battles of lsrko
come to find anything but a well-worn framew!
chiefly accidental facts. 1y the

But progress and comfort are zo? nepessarla)g b
same thing in a view of history. Happiness lYet an
gone hand-in-hand with Progress, 1t 1s true.1 D
inner mental and a social development 1s surely s
forward in the life of humanity. . et
_ The right subject of human History is the o o
wper spiritual evolution, and the best histor 7
the one who can divine and communicate 1t b'ytorical
ence to the events of the past. Conscious 'hlssociet
ideas, such as the Church, the State and R
present organic growths and structures o_f 61:1 within
Interest, but they are really the scaffoldings heing
which the individual social Intelligence 15

tive

steadily built up . t
. k ) ! x o eren

The form of these institutions is quite dtlefgt in-
from what was planned by even the.gl"sce; and

dividual minds which gave them their existe o
the Institutions themselves had—and still ave

sults remote from their original intention?-h. sisite
We value that Social Intelligence, Whlch Seainful
be about the most ultimate product of the P27 ¢

labours of History. Valuing it, however, Ve a
compelled to grant that the builders haVet about:
means designed the result that they broug there °
And this leads straight to the idea tha.tl roces®”
something occultly active in the Historica -pchaﬂce
It is not the decision of individuals, nor t'helnése od
association. It is greater than either of o of HE
overrules them both. It is, to the larger Ii ef the 197
thY(’i W}I‘at the Unconscious is to the life © 1
wvidual person. : 551y
In Schiller’s words, it “conducts this la\;d% £h
roaming freedom in the bonds of necessitys ©° g 0
selfish aims of the individual unconsciously
the perfection of the whole.”’
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Views and Reviews.
DEMOCRACY AND MR. WELLS.*

At a time when thinking intensively is more
Deeded than reading extensively, Mr. Wells has paid
the Sorbonne the honour of a lécture in which every
Sentence is a thought. Mr. Wells is conscious that

Modern Democracy is not a permanent form of
political and social life, but a phase of immense dis-
solution.”” This, if we may starken the meaning of
the last two words, means that democracy is actu-
ally not a form of social life at all, but the period
of breaking down an earlier social organism—either
towards decay or preparatory to growth towards a
New society that will be organic. While sincerely
Welcoming this realisation on the part of Mr. Wells,

confess that he lends practically no aid in shaping
€ new organism. He has almost become the spec-
tator of social movements, and at the best a nega-
tivist, Everything he can see which has a positive
character he dislikes.
#* * =

Mr. Wells accepts the view that the sixteenth cen-
tury was the period of democracy nascent; that in

€ nineteenth century democracy was ascendant;
and that the period now beginning merits the title
of ““democracy under revision.”” = The whole de-
velopment of democracy, the orientation of the
mind which believed in and created it, has been
throughout towards the isolation of every activity
fom the social organism, and its repudiation of
Social function or responsibility.  Art, which had
Prior to democracy been the decorator of the temple,
or the handmaiden of utilities, gradually became
self-centred, and its practitioners have come at
length to boast of its utter uselessness; to the asser-
tion of ““ Art for Art’s sake.” The particular form
of literature representative of democracy, says Mr.
Wells, is the novel, itself a reflection of social dis-
Integration, showing ‘‘ humanity like a market-
Place, Tike a fair, like the high-road to anywhere on
a busy day.”” Music also abandoned its religious
focus, so that the people gathered together at a
oncert at the present day are no more than a crowd,
With nothing whatever in common but the posses-
Sion of tickets for that concert. Thus with every
act and attitude, political or social, in this ‘ frag-

Wentary society,” each voter is a separate grain,
€ach person’s opinion arbitrary and self-interested,
Without any relation to society.
* * *
inYet’ as Mr. Wells observes, alongside the break-
S § down of mankind into atoms there has grown
Tp an antithesis of mass-opinion and mass-control.
hae assertion that one man is as good as another
thes cen neutralised by so efficient a conspiracy for
Vg control of opinion that one man is no good at all.
di;f‘e”l‘ democracy, expressed in the form of in-
rolduahsm, was from the start accompanied by the
Vidwth of a vehement nationalism. Economic indi-
Mru%I{Sm fmally culminated in the trust. Yet these,
e Vells’s reader gathers, are rather incidental to
thay e 2CY than essential. What is fundamental is
o the crowd of individuals and its inter-play has
geth?rel_e‘/;c‘rythmg. Great ideas that binfd peogledﬁz"
regard‘ec?.,? any form of collective life ar
Th: * #* = .
°Din}ins Process of disintegration, in Mr. \Vellds s
evig, has come to an end. “Democracy un e;
Telig: o Will be signalised by the appearance o
to giIOUSIY Jinspired minorities, whose object will be
ang rll\;} Soclety together again, if necessary by ]forcei:
Vhich i WVells instances two movements, nel&]_er o
tieg S likes; Communism and Fascism. Minori-
— fanatics, eager to seize power and to exereise
('HOG Dem()cl'd(‘_y under Revision.”’ R.\' I L Ol Wells.
sar Pl’(‘ss. 25.)

it, will be the feature of this period of transition. It
is these, indeed, on which tgg world depends for
rescue from the consequences of the prolonged
period indefinite granulation; “the threat of
war, monetary instability, and a chronic conflict be-
tween the organic growth of economic processes and
the desire of the worker for freedom and happiness.”’

¥ * * *

The diagnosis which Mr. Wells has made of the
present condition and problems of the civilised world
1s worthy of respect. His lead—his lecture ends with
a procession of questions—is of no value whatever.
The reason for this is that he is precisely the typical
atomic man that democracy fails by having pro-
duced. His views on finance betray a desperate hope
for any power that will hold society together, yet he
1s as helpless, so far as advising it goes, as the old
woman who, in the face of every inconvenience
thought that “ there ought to be a law passed.”” All
the time that Mr. Wells has been an extreme Protes-
tant of the intellect, a rebel against tradition, and an
uncomprehending abuser of the Roman Catholic
Church, he has been dominated by the antithetical
power fantasies of Utopias. He has betrayed the
precise neurotic attitude in his dreams that has en-
tailed the frustration of democracy.

» * *

I do not belittle Mr. Wells. He is an example of
what democracy has created, of the highest type that
its particular orientation can create. But he has be-
come “sensationist ’’ in the sense that he has become
re-agent instead of agent. As the reflex of demo-
cracy, with its virtues as well as its faults, he is un-
matched in his generation. Even his appropriation
of the label journalist to describe his multifarious
activities is characteristic. But he is himself con-
scious that the faults of democracy are now a greater
menace than its virtues are a help. The atomising,
the breaking down, force in society has gone too far.
Progress, it is apparent between the lines throughout
his lecture, is utterly dependent on an entirely dif-
ferently directed activity from what he has for so
long entirely identified himself with.

* #* *

Mr. Wells is wrong in emphasising ‘‘ the growing
distrust and discontent with politicians and the poli-
tical methods evolved by Parliamentary Demo-
cracy.”” What is wrong with politics 1s not so much
methods as azs; methods ensue from aims. It is
with society and its political institutions—which
latter reveal the consciousness of society now that
religion has generally ceased to be conscious—as with
individuals. Ask any man 1n Piccadilly, or any
woman in Kensington, or anywhere else, what he
or she lives for, the answer will be delayed. When
it comes it may be to earn a living, to earn enough
to retire on, or because ceasing to live necessitates a
decision of some sort; or the motive will be one of
ambition rather than of social usefulness. The ques-
tioner would be lucky to meet any person equipped
with a reason for living seventy years that would
justify living seven days. The Commumst. Party
lives for the redemption of the world by the dictator-
ship of the proletariat. It terrifies Sir William
Joynson-Hicks, not because it is numerous, or armed
with engines more powerful than aeroplanes, but
simply because it knows what it lives for. The Fas-
cists, living for the redemption of their own nation
by clamping it together at any cost in individual
liberty, is a force for the same reason. Mr. Wells
may be justified in disliking both on the ground that
according to present standards they are something
more grave than the neurosis that means impotence.
Yet they are produced by society—by its follies and
blunders, not out of unconditional free-will.

* L *

It is the neurosis called democracy that causes each

several person to be unconsciously dominated by an
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attitude antithetical to the one he expresses, and to
be actuated at each crisis by the unconscious. Mr.
Snowden supports the trust and financier.  Mr.
MacDonald distributes honours and burnishes the
strike-breaking machine. The Social-Democrat turns
nationalist at the rumour of war, as the Christian
turns Imperialist. The humanitarian democrat be-
comes anti-Semite or anti-Negro. How many self-
styled anarchists are simply imaginary creators
simply because of the repression by democratic
society of their social impulses.
R. M.

Necropolitana.

[The following document has been received from a
source where unusual opportunity is claimed for acquiring
news of affairs in the Lower Necrosphere. The episode
described is alleged to have taken place early during the
present revival of communication between mortals and
the departed. ]

The landlord of the Firefly—situate near the
boundar_y of the Lower Necrosphere—had lost count
of the times he had filled the tankards. The man
at the head of the table with the golden tankard
Was unable to help him, Conversation was natur-
ally free. Shelley had just finished reciting a song

. immortal
youth by her maker because the creator of another

e 7
was, after all, 5 loyal American, As Ma‘rit'.}%it’:a};g

. however Emerson
] ; coul
?ﬁgmse the fact that he was g European; tyog gr?;
2 lﬂg 10 true American drank ginger-beer. It was
a¢ ; ge\-ertheless, he added, for Americans to keep
sdso er as they could be compelled to be; it was
?ingerﬁqugh that Nietzsche never knew when to
IS Sermons to an end i i
competilt}on Lo nd, without introducing
y this time Henry James had begy
‘ 2 n to tell
another story of a Woman searching fgor her hus-
and. From the manner of the telling the company
concluded that the woman knew what she

and ag th i 1

closesl !5 particular establishment

; reare11c ; e;r w}?_mqn or child, these being forbidden en-
.~ YOthis inn. To the landlord’s response the

erlqun-er,
amented i.young boy about twelye years old, who

Is early death I
o v aeath, T was told, becaus
o lgo?l?etr he cinerrmtte;d to grow into g man lc;nlt]i?
Bt ad seen him, said that Aubrey Beards-
Wanted on the telephone. At ™, séance
€ 1 North [ondon g young lady had

€ med ]
raughtsman i, Eggloio prevail upon some

to direct he er world to be her uide, so
artist. r hands that she might becoméga great

Th.e medium, after looki

drawings, had advised thek

obtain for her as tutor t)}z]%unsgelr;‘i’?y el

From the sort of work

el : guide; in which
on the othme SUM's great influence with notabilities
: her unremitting

ofia 1+ Upon Beardsley heipe ; .
5 Much (;ﬁnthxsl as the boy knew},l hen%#slvacé?:gq
rupted when | €d people that T will not be inter-

am with com
o Mpany at th, : tha
young lady haq better mix \vitl)ll her li(l?{énza’tfuheq]tog? :

academy; that my time is as full as Michael
Angelo’s; and that if she wants me for master so
badly she can guess how to get to me.”’

The boy was wise for his years. He said that the
medium would not deliver such a message; or would
at most tone it down until it meant something
else. If Beardsley wished to avoid misrepresenta-
tion on the other side he had better go to the tele-
phone and tell the medium what he wanted to hear.
Beardsley had ceased to listen, however. He was
engrossed in drawing an impression of the séance for
the inn-wall. The boy, being a boy, conversed with
the medium on Beardsley’s behalf, and no doubt
both the medium and the young lady were satisfied
with the results. :

The boy having departed, William Morris flew
into a rage. ‘“ These people who bind themselves n
servitude to ghosts, want a bit between their teeth,
blinkers on their eyes; how many more generations
will consider themselves set free by dragging up the
shades of the dead to sit on their backs, and drive
them round the circus? ”’ ¢ Why don’t they breed a

philosopher who will look ahead,’” asked _Nie,tzsdle,
but several of the company said they didn’t care
what mankind did if it would only do it for itself m-
stead of disturbing the conversation and meditation
of people with affairs of their own. One member, who
had been a newspaper proprietor, having come 11
from another bar in the hubbub, suggested that 2
few minutes of every week be set aside for com-
municating such tittle-tattle of the Necrosphere as
would make no dilference.  After he had bet}a}ﬂ
turned out, it was agreed that this practice of fetc ;
Ing a person from whatever he was doing whene]YCe
a medium’s reputation or display required made li ;
in the Necrosphere hardly worth living. If a ghos
took his pleasure haunting mortals that was his affair
although vulgar. If the mortals wanted to respon
by haunting the dead, let them haunt criminals ﬁn
kings, not philosophers and musicians. It was | ato
enough that mortals had been allowed to get én,t
rommunication with the Necrosphere; if they hab Zn
cen such miserable cowards it would not have ero—
gecessary.  If they were allowed to make a'[t) 5
ession out of communication, a telephone a¥3 :0_
and correspondence school, the business of the Nec
sphere would never be done. L
At this point a man named Arch, chuckling c
cause he was never disturbed, suggested that a unt 5
should be formed for boycotting the mcd“'n;,é
uskin, who had accidentally drunk his nelghboqm,
double brandy and soda in the turmoil under the !

4 « =
Pression that it was lemonade, rose to his fe?t' COI;]f
rades,” he said, ‘ these mediums are disturbers 1
the peace, theirs and ours, Let a man be what he XS'rce
scholar to his school, the merchant to his comme o’
the cobbler to his last. Spiritism has set the CYesthe
men on the ends of the earth, and their hearts 11! o
cities of the dead.” He was not allowed to proce
the boy breathlessly running back into the comfg’ ro-
receiving all attention. He panted out that the {ing
ethereal Research Section had had a broadcas hat
station built in the Farther Necrosphere, anc. s on
Mrs. Grundy’s parrot was answering all enqumg e
information picked up in its long life and wa 5 r€-
Ings; it would in future answer even enquirie
aling to missing wives and to-morrow’s winners- an
The whole company breathed an unanimous jon-
contented sigh, thereupon resuming its conversa

That the system has been a complete success has

been questioned. R
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Drama.
The Dybbuk: Royalty.

Although “ The Dybbuk,’”” according to the
vulgar correctness of numbers, is the third
Production of the Forum Theatre Guild, it is,
according to the higher reality, their first. By this
Mr. Robert Atkins’ venture is willing to be judged,
for it is a sample of what the Guild wants to provide
If enough to make it worth while to want it. ““ The
Dybbuk » was composed by S. Ansky Rappaport,
Who made it his life-work, writing and re-writing,
and dying before it was produced. At the end of
the first act I felt the recurrence of a doubt which
€aught me while reading it some time ago—that it
Would be too esoteric for the general public. Facts
Were against me, as I knew, since the play had con-
Quered the rest of the world before it invaded Eng-
land.  Long before the end of the performance I
Was moved by its sublime simplicity.  Everything
opened out like a flower, and, finally, closed like a
flower, having developed with the leisure of growth.

The Hassidic heresy of Judaism so closely re-
Sembles the mystic heresies in Christianity as to be
Very near the place where the two religions—and
Perhaps all religions—meet. Against a background
of Hassidism the tragedy of Channon and Leah
works itself out, to the end that, if one apply—be-
Cause of servitude to one’s own inherent tendencies
—analysis to the climax, one does not know
Whether righteousness overcame love or love over-
Came righteousness. What the story of Faust is to
the northmen or (Edipus to the Greeks this play
Presents for the Jews. Channon gave his soul to the

evil to win a woman who, according to the law of
righteousness, was properly his. All the Jewish
dealist destiny is revealed in the pla}{, together
with the Jewish bondage to the objective in the form
of the law.

Channon, the wandering student who has invoked
the aid of the Kabbala to prevent a marriage-con-
tract between his beloved and a rich suitor, dies at
the realisation of his failure after a scene in which

€ whole tragedy is hinted. His soul, wanderer

SCause unsatisfied with life, enters the body of the
8irl, who repulses her chosen bridegroom at the
Wedding, speaking with her dead lover’s voice.
he strivings of the Rabbi to release her are futile.
¢ Dybbuk, as such a possessing soul is called,
Dsists that Leah is his destined bride, and refuses
L8ainst all entreaty and command to depart from
her, Ay the consultation between Rabbi Azrael and
the Chief Rabbi as to whether the last resort of
Nathema must be tried, the history of Channon in
1€ light of righteousness transpires.

c The father of Leah was the friend of the father of
hannon, and these two shook hands on the com-
ISDaCt that if their first children were of different
lef-‘ies they should be betrothed. Channon’s father
he' t the neighbourhood and was forgotten. Wheﬁ
irls Student son entered the house of Sender to fa
' love with Leah no enquiries were made. For the
1008 committed by Sender in breaking his barga”:
seaq Mli¢ expiation required that he perish “"th°111
ced, Yy no miracle of love, since the offendec
Ather refuses to forgive when his spirit is brought
€ Rabbi Azrael’s court, can the full expiation
from 9ded. Vet the Rabbi drives out the Dybbuk
o the body of Leah. When the room 1£is
bmptled, however, Leah exhausted by the struggle
Qndween the Rabbi and the soul of Channon, dlis;
t l2annon’s spirit returns to join with herls'.‘ thié
fing Pt of Leah rises the messenger spea \SL 1
a al hne: ‘c Blessed be a righteoqs Judge. Ol\.e
aW are both vindicated. The sins of the

fathers, at terrible cost, have been worked out,
without the law having been deviated from by so
rauch as a hair’s breadth.

Mr. Robert Atkins has made Loudon a gift to
remember. In the cast there are twenty-six speaking
parts, besides students, beggars, wedding guests,
and Chassidim. No single character is outstanding,
many of the parts being considerable. In short, it 1s
drama, not acting, that 1s presented. Yet the cast
drawn together is magnificent in performance as in
names. Jean Forbes Robertson as Leah was so
beautiful, so unlike a creature of this world, that I
fear to speak of her lest the vision be dispelled.
Such a characterisation as this is what one is only
tempted to hope for, such as one knows it would be
a sin to pray for. Seeing her the word ethereal loses
its facility and insists on being filled with joy and
meaning. That closely-gowned white bride, speak-
ing in perfectly enunciated whispers that ears stand
a-tip-toe to reach, was not for any corporeal man.
She annihilated the technique of acting as Beethoven
annihilates the technique of musical composition, so
that one simply watched and listened intently, en-
raptured, under her spell. Later, in the exorcism,
she communicated to the souls of her audience, with-
out violence, the dementia of the possessed. Her
change from Channon’s male voice and protest to
Leah’s submissiveness was acting truly for the
gods. I resent only the necessity of formalising all
this to the degree required for writing it; I resent
not being permitted to watch and listen to the
memory-image of her, fearful that formalising it
might undo the charm.

As Leah’s nurse, Joan Pereira once more earned
laurels. Surely her performance was inspired by
the same feelings in regard to the person of Jean
Forbes Robertson as I have related in regard to
the actress. - Joan Pereira uncannily expressed to-
wards Leah what the audience felt towards her,
what their hearts leaned out to do. Michael Sher-
brooke’s Rabbi Azrael furnishes another testimony
to the operation behind the Forum Theatre Guild
of a genmus for casting. Here was the heart-ache
and calm of the priest-judge. His clear-cut z;rtxcu;
lation and reasoned manner, his posture as Zieds_a
to deliver those long speeches at the tnfal a? tll’sl_
possession, gave them the brevity of perfect length.

These are by no means all the first-class per-
formances in a play over which actors must rejoice as

much as audiences—with the possible exception of

race-personalities for whom plays are written.
IsitrL%th?\/rIilton’s Channon was an ecs_taFlﬁ: gerfptr};
mance, but he had some speeches overfille thwlcrs
sibilants, which hedqgerSttr?ftsi(}ilé \gl?‘fl:r t}vct)ho&glblt
1 n did no 5
i'ﬁqttllfhgfgﬁgscéf bridegroom of Leah n_eed. not Ill‘a\'e
he(én the sort of man any woman mtxlgl;ht ierilg\eé
The reason for Leah’s rebelllon.atil_ e fnd t‘g
ceremony was in /.m(, \\fhereas n 11115 pro tucciog
there was sufficient justification u']ff 1e1r inten i
bridegroom. The Messenger 1s a difficult persorll :3
jeal with. He is a sort of chorus within the play,
(-tii) enlightens the audience whenever necessary.
ple seems to appear at every crisis between t'he
natural and supernatural. In this producho}rll he \\-5.5
kept so much in evidence that he filled t (t? alilve
ence’s mind not with the light he was me?ntd%ng e
but with questions as to what he synllbo ise e
play. The work is published by Messrs.

Benn at 0s. PAUL BANKS.

; Henderson's, 66
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Art.
Mr. Wake Cook: Fine Art Society.

The memorial exhibition of paintings by the late
Mr. E. Wake Cook has an antiquarian interest, and
should convince any opponent of modern develop-
ments of his mistake. ~Although he died only last
year, Wake Cook belonged in spirit to the nineteenth
century, or at least to that period when Lord
Leighton was a great artist and the Albert Memorial
representative of British architecture. He employed
all the recognised artistic conventions—languid
ladies in classical costume sunning themselves beside
classical pools, or reclining amongst buildings
which are a cross between Gothic, Hindu, and “ Great
Exhibition ” architecture. The apotheosis of the
genre is seen in “A Paradise of Art,” a night-
mare due to a surfeit of something sweet. There are
a thousand and one details, each of which,taken indi-
vidually, might have a prettiness of its own. But
they are not related to each other, or given signific-
ance by any underlying design. The result shows
how right the moderns were to go back to funda-
mentals of composition.

Studio. s, 6d.)—provides a useful summary of the

1025. Several enterprising Englj

to produce designs in which simolic] idi

' mplicity and solidit

‘t}g keynote“of the Paris exhi ilgs, ar}:e outsta.ndin)g/”,
mament *’ has beep reduced '

. ¢ to a minimum, and
e designs in furniture thys le ,

;9 masfs production. [p architecture there is littie
180 of any new development in England, where the
mock-Elizabethan tradition still prevails. The most
Interesting examples of modern domestic architecture
n this volume is Mr. Bassett-Lowke’s “ New Ways,”’
at Northampton, but it is the work of an Austrian.

WILFRID HOPE.

Verse.
WILL OF A RICH MAN.

Let not the prudent dry-eyed mourners mock
e with smug obsequies, eyes on the clock,
Czérife patletr_lce to conceal me in the mould—
ngertips so itching for my gold!
2O let my kinsfolk plan for smallest Joss

ut
glve my money to my enemies,

A
nt(i) lr(la;vg;ols{ﬁebury me (at stated fees)
o Seowames Bl s Mylfsie
t vent thejy malice in ap epi}‘]cap}ll !nds i

A. S. J. TESSIMOND.

. II.
I cannot hide from Him the gods

That revel in m
Nor can I find ap easy woi,d e

To tell them to depart.

00 hj i

Usle g4 for me to win
ss He turns His face apng lets
'INg my own gods in.

Liongr, GRANT,

nd themselves easily

EPIGRAM.
THE BORE.
What a surprise to find you here !
What are you doing ’neath this tree?
Just talking to myself, my dear!—
Good Lord, how boring it must be!
D. R. GUTTERY.

PROOFS OF OUR PROSPERITY.

A learned man who well may know
Tells me all Life came long ago
Crawling from out the grass-green sea.
I see my Lady in the mead. . . .

I see the red rose on the tree. . ..

By most immeasurable ways

Life climbed, he says, to these our days,
On foot and wing went Beauty freed;
The blossom reached and took the thorn.
I have not any thought for scorn,

I know full well it may be so.

He argues not, he has no need.

There 1s no doubt to enter in.

I see the red rose on the tree. . . .

I see my Lady in the mead. . . .
And long have known them utter kin.

And all that matters unto mec
Is to be timely born and stand
On the long track of travel planned,
With wit sufficiently to see
While two so lovely share thf land,
Such proofs of our prosperity.
% £ A.pNEWBERRY CHOYCE.

Reviews. h
A Drunk Man Looks at the Thistle. By Hug
M’Diarmid. (William Blackwood. 7s.
here is none of your Scotch in Ten L'th its
about this essay in alcoholised criticism, W1 other
occasional lyric settings from the Russian an adin’
exotic sources, not too badly done. The resOﬂS}’
o't has garred us leave the arrms of oor 218 e
lass. to make what we can of this philosop ead-
oric mutterings on life and love, and it is ae
achy process. Still, so is the poet’s experience:
Ilka pleesure I can ha’e
Ends like a dram ta’en yesterday.

And tho’ to ha’e it I am lorn )
—What better 'ud I be the morn?:

essons

: ery
Surely, that’s his own look out. But it’s 1311'1])‘/ial"
ngclil with these sons of melody. Says Mr.
mid—
I am like Burns, and ony wench
Can ser’ me for a time.
Licht’s in them a’—in some a Sum,
In some the merest skime. o el

And, as if that isn’t bad enough, he goes %ﬁse the
orate a disrespectable theme, and con d e
conventional with the poetic infidelities, lai‘
suades himself that he has got away with 1t
A’ thing wi’ which a man
Can mtromit’s a wumman,
And can, and s’ud become
As intimate and human.
And Jean’s nae mair my wife
Than whusky is at times,
Or munelicht, or a thistle,
Or kittle thochts or rhymes. ply og
It is a good thing that there is a sufficient S‘ég de2
level-headed and firm-handed Scots wives feels &
pith this kind of Scottish hushand. One fe€ ol
lief that there is no compulsion to consult t;;l out e
lent glossary at the end of the book to fin
nooks and corners of his naughty meaning:

e S Ge—

1927
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The Long Lead. By M. H. Ellis.
12s. 6d.)

This is a jolly Diggerish book about a journey in
a Tin Lizzie of sorts from Sydney to Port Darwin
and back. There are some good stories in it, and
pl(_eas.ant.encounters, but the author’s art of des-
Cription 1s unequal, and he ought to have remem-
bered that a style which will attract the average
News editor is just the thing for a maker of books
to avoid. The pictures are pretty fair, and now and
then it seems as if the subjects of genuine import-
ance, such as the future of the black boy, or the
prospects 1n citizenship of the Chinese settler, could
have been adequately and absorbingly handled if our
author had taken the trouble. ut what we like
best about him is the chapter he gives to the praise
of the Administrator of the Northern Territories,
Mr. Urquhart, of Darwin. We like a touch of Kip-
lingesque hero-worship in these sneering times.

The Great Days of Versailles. By G. F. Bradby.
(Benn. 12s. 6d.)

What dullards these Grand Monarchs were! How
they stifled, as far as they could, all the vivacity and
reedom of thought and speech and action which
Were the only excuse for the existence of the cine-
Matograph crowd which surrounded them. The
est of the lot, the decent watchmaker who was so
drastically physicked by Dr. Guillotin, was too dull
0 make a Hohenzollern getaway.  And yet, what
fun they all could have had, far transcending what
they ever enjoyed, if only they had been bright
€nough to let the kinging out to a syndicate in re-
turn for a block of fully-paid shares carrying a
Majority vote at extraordinary general meetings.
lere were great days at Versailles, so much so that
any book about that sad, insanitary furniture store
attracts all kinds of readers, the unlearned romantic,
€ greedy scholar, the occasional prurient, as well
as the seeker after plots for costume drama. And
this book is bright and well-documented, full of
Meat and drink, and only a trifle pompous by inevit-

able infection. But it takes some reading, for the

(Fisher Unwin.

Spint of futility hangs about its pages. And the
ault lies in the subject, not in the author.
Crazy Pavements, By Beverley Nicholls. (Cape.

78. 6d.)

book must have a title, and ‘“ Crazy Pave-
ients ” is as good as another. We fail to see,
'OWever, why Mr. Beverley Nicholls did not call his
2ovel ““Crazy People.”” ~ For the pavements are
bout the only substantial things in the topsy-turvy
potld he describes. The hero, a Dorian Gray in
cauty, is a_journalist employed on a woman’s
lpaadper' By chance he is brought in contact with a
Saty Who has too much money and not enough sen-
af 'ons.  He provides her with a new one. There-
P ter he is drawn into a set of people who have
tisnty of money but a distressing lack of imagina-
1ittr1) o8 to ways of spending it. They indulge in a
¢ ‘ove and more lust; take cocaine without con-

» and now and again have their lives bright-
t—he Y the furious adventure of a sun-bath. In
tur end the hero sees the futility of it all, and re-
ang > to his friend Walter, a man who loves pubs
Sey Cockney humour. We do not blame him. The

dypp . deadly virtues are preferably to the seven
il sing, b

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR.

Sic AN ANALYSIS OF PRICE.
of 7 ~Now that Major Douglas’ paper on 7he Engincering
he [ iStrd “lion is available fo your readers, the point which
Can alscd_ I hijs letter, published in your issue of March 3,
In 1. {0ink, be cleared up. :
Crag IS paper, Major Douglas instances the production of
foppe s MOtor-cars during which the sum of £1,000 is trans-
"iclgs o and frq between the consumption and production
o the account, He would say that the total money

— e TR

issued was £1,000 X 3, three being the numper of times
which the £1,000 has passed through the cost accounts of
the production system in question.

In the article under his criticism, I had intended that
‘“ total money issued,” in such a case, should stand for the
whole £3,000. Perhaps if the equation were written :—

: . the total 7ecord of all
The nominal financial J e :
cost of total produc- } money disbursed as income

tion during the course of that
production
misunderstanding might disappear.

Alternatively, if the multiplying factor which Major
Douglas inserts at equation (B) be allowed to remain during
the subsequent steps, it disappears as the last step is
reached, leaving the final result unaltered.

A. W. CoLEmAN.

“ COAL—A CHALLENGE TO THE NATIONAL
' CONSCIENCE.”

A REPLY.

. In the editorial article reviewing our book with the above
title, we are sternly rebuked for writing of any other human
problems but Financial Reform. We protest that this is an
unreasonable and unpractical criticism of our attitude.

Nothing in the boolk indicates that we desire to commit
The Social Credit Movement to our particular point of view ;
we behev.e that Social Credit is the solvent of the Social
Problem in its economic aspect; but that does not diminish
;)}fxr right as men to speak and write on other issues in human
ife.

As a group we do not believe that the economic problem,
which we agree is fundamental in modern civilisation, can
be realised as vital by anybody, whether our policy is to
appeal to a few people or to the masses, so long as it is
treated in isolation. Moreover we are convinced that the
boycott of *“ Social Credit ** principles after eight years of
publicity is a psychological problem of the first magnitude.
From the Banker to the most obscure consumer, men fear
prosperity, the eradication of which fear raises issues of a
psychological, social, and religious nature. The fact remains
that every ““ John Smith » has not yet returned the inevitable
vociferous “ Yes ” to the offer of more purchasing power,
nor, of course, has the offer been made.

This Failure of Will to demand and achieve what Social
Credit makes possible is the burden of our writing. In
word and idea it is reiterated, we fear, to the point of bore-
dom; yet the reviewer does not seem to have noticed its
significance. He takes the view that the desirability of more
purchasing power is not questioned by anybody. Individually,
each for himself, it may not be; socially, it is. But to
“ clarify the idea of civilisation,” comments our re-
viewer, is not the business nor within the competence of
the individuals of this country. That is an assertion that
civilisation is not a human affair, an assertion which it
was one of our chief aims to combat. And in mere fact,
one cannot spend sixpence without exercising just so much
direction over production, and through production, over the
structure of civilisation itself! Purchasing power makes
everyone to some extent a dnr.e.ctor of civilisation : it is an
instrument of social responsibility.

Would the reviewer hesitate to send back to the counter
a glass of obviously stale beer, on the groun(.ls‘t'hfll neither
he nor the barman has any social responsibilities unlqss
and until Brewing was financed and beer sold on Social
Credit principles? 3 : gt '

Recognising, as we do, that Social Credit originated in a
purely technical analysis, we are nevertheless agreed that it
has no future but as the economic principle of human society
as a whole. The llisl()x'_\"of_the movement shows this, for
it found its entry into public life through a paper and through
men whose activities and purposes are definitely cultural.
It was early declared to be the communal claim upon our
¢ Cultural Inheritance,” and we conceive that Social Credit
will be most readily adopted as an appeal to the creative
cultural urge of the present. 3

No impartial reader would accuse us of hzw_mg undugu
estimated the economic crisis of civihsn(mn.. ‘IL is the bqsns
of our challenge. \ve repudiate as fantastic the suggestion
that the application of Social Credit can be delayed l)ecaus(:
it is espoused by those who have c.ultun‘ﬂ. [)Ohll.CleJ and
social aims. We believe that t‘he‘ reviewer’s depreciation of
cfforts to relate these aims to Social (rcdx} appears to claim
that a  technique » is the fount and origin of all humim
values, and repels many who might naturally adopt ‘it.
This not only delays the pr}o{l,frcss of the idea, but even males
it a psychological impossibility.
1F & pychivlog : : THE AurHORS.
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Why not a delightful

SEA TRIP HOLIDAY

—enjoy the thrill of a voyage in a great W};xte
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and other wonders of North America.
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The Social Credit Movemerit,
Supporters of the Social

under present conditions the purchasing power in

hands of the community is ch

the whole product of industry,

required to finance capital prod

banks for that purpose,

the
renically insufficient to buy

This is because the money
uction, and created by the

nor's analysiS £ “4eorn
Is regarded as borrowed from is the main basis of the (‘]“t’r’?c‘;:g laws © bgardS)
them, and, therefore, in order that it may be repaid, iz application to the costing an r; covers) 6d-i (
charged into the price of consumers’ goods. It is a vital Eticsf(paue
faliacy to treat pew

industry, 64pp. .
lll;. u(pm,tage 1d.). o Enterpﬂ_s,c‘}
Socialist * First-Aid” for Priva .

(L 5
4 % 3 tThe New P.
A reprint of the *Notes” in *T f the é}lédiﬁ':

money thus created by the banks as
a repayable loan, without crediting the community, on
the strength of whose resources the money was created,
With the value of

5 the resulting new capital resources.
This has given rise ¢, s .

ags - ination © 1
April 7th: A critical examinriS, o call | fo
0 a defective system of mational loan “xl)\lationalisation" policy from tll:l:t to distrib¥
accountancy, resulting in the reduction of the community point of view. A useful pamp
t0 a condition of p

( complications arjgj
foreign markets,

he Douglas Socias Credit Proposals would remed
this defect by increasing the pur::)ll:asiug power in ﬂlz
ands of the communityto an amenng sufficient to
Vide effective demand for the whole product of industry,

is,. of course, cannot be done by the orthodox method of
oreating new money, prevalent during the war, which
fecessarily gives rige to the * vicious spiral ” of increased
currency, higher prices, higher Wages, higher costs, still

The essentialg of the schemie are
€W money and the regula-
goods at their real cost of

eir apparent financial cost
under the pregent system), The tepcli)mique for efiecting
this is fully described in Major Douglas’s hooks,

The adoption of this scheme Would result in an unpre.
cedented improvement in the standard of living eof the
population by the absorption at home of the present un.
saleable output, and would, therefore, eliminate the dan-
geious struggle for foreign markets, Ualike other sug-
gested remedies, thege proposals do no

Labour and other reformist circles.

—ee———
—_—

in
. course
A consecutive introductory f‘:’f‘;‘lll’;;gmg sets of
Social Credit is provided by the
pamphlets :— S ks

Com rising( Ia—)
loyment and Waste e
%?:nll{pe;yto World Potitics (1%1-0 e
Through Consumption to
Socialist First z:ndi (1d.).
s).
R (glr’?)slt free 6d. the set.

SET B.
Comprising :—
Set ¢ A * above.
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