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NOTES OF THE WEEK.

rof :

us howeiior McDougall is the latest authority to tell
femedjes fpr%erve peace.* He dismisses all such
ic enlightor War as pacts, agreements, treaties, pub-
on, & enment, abolition of nationalism, and so
aggressioﬂr 00t cause of war, he asserts, is the fear of
e pYOtect.' Therefore every nation must be under
ich, forut)}? of the International Court of Justice,
judg‘ments~ bat purpose, must be able to enforce its
COmposed fy means of an international air-fleet,
“national”o _aircraft of twice the speed of any
femedy > ; awrcraft. Far from “ force’’ being “no
of its b.ene]tg e only remedy. The one condition
hands, Pr cfent exercise is to put it into the right
Sideration olessor McDougall discusses every con-
Which the »eéinc_»ral and practical, except just that on
Personne] of Ctﬁtncy of his plan will turn, namely the
Sems to picty e Internationa! Court of Justice. He
Scending Ourte the Court as o sort of New Jerusalem
ulty in pe of Heaven ; and therefore has no diffi-
use of jtg frsuaqmg Jhimself that “the most natural
ances of g unlctlons > will be to “redress the griev-
mall and weak nations against strong.”’

its funct this would be the most unnatural
ourt who ons; forcan anybody conceiveof such
Strong nats i DJUdgCS would not be nominees of the
tween , SCEHS. oreover, the risk of war simply
the wealk nat._l'OHg and a weak nation is non-existent;
Unless 37 4, [lzon would not go to war with a strong one
0ther slro;za 7eason 1o expect the assistance 0f an-
See that thés7 nation. It requires short reflection to
Nations: an donly real risk is of war between strong
fon of the the risk would arise out of the competi-
O imagin‘estgﬁ".g to exploit the weak. One has only
ourt against &na appealing to the International
See that any ; e policy of the Western Powers to
e 5 1Y mpartial judement is impossible.
MBougal FRS. (Kb o) )

William

By

Then again, imagine this international air-fleet
manned by nationals from: every rival strong natiop
the Court to carry out

(p. 134) being ordered by . s :
“ the destruction’’ of the “Cglpltﬂll city (5;;1113{51)0 ;’,f

them. ; with only a cas =
one of them. Anybody bl o e

ledge of real politics can ( _ o
intesnational air forge wouldispliBpRIe nat1§i1a
units or alliances of them, and destroy each Ottle{i A
A comparatively innocuous 011tcome—1f llez Is)e w:rs
the original quarrel. Butitis certain that t l OhOSC
would proceed to slaughter each other to settle who
fault it all was. The International Court of ]lug,tlce
would have proved to be an additional casus bellz.

* * »

thern Railway has been taking a leaf out
of Elrgefi(:‘;’zcbﬁok, In 1){3 recent issue of ,-64,000,000‘
Five per Cent. Redeemable Guqra.nteed Prefergnce
stock, it has incorporated an instalment-purc a.slcle
scheme for the benefit of its employees. Tthey w;
be able to buy £ro of stock (or multiples thereo )5
and pay for it by seventeen monthly, ox; se:entg-
eight weekly instalments—the payments {0 the
effected by deductions from salaries or wages, as the
case may be. T he Times approves of this move to
catch up with American industries n giving jem-
ployees “a financial as well as a wage mterest 1
the business in which they are employed. Butit says
nothing about the other zllspect of /élmerxqan bt}ﬁlrrlij:
i ‘multaneous advancing of n¢
policy, namely the simu us oo %n e

credits for purposes of consumption. ] :
uch compensatory relief to the mvesting
o % u e that the Southern

wage-earner, it is not difficult to s j
Railway’s idea, if adopted generall%,. would end in
stabilising industrial stagnancy. inancial credit
cannot perform two functions at the same time. .If
earned incomes are to be used for buying industrial
‘shares they cannot be used for buying industrial pro-
ducts. Or, to put it another way, to the extent to
which industry borrows money from its employees it
cannot sell its goods to them. -Industrialists would




38 THE NEW AGE

May 26, 1927

recognise the implications of this at once, were it not
that they are too engrossed in trying to consolidate
their individual organisations to have time to survey
the combined results of what they are doing sepa-
rately. It may seem all right from the Southern
Railway’s standpoint to deduct half-a-crown a week
from a signalman’s wages for eighteen months, and
make him a proprietor of a yard or two of railway
track; butthere is another side to thepicture—namely,
when this man’s wife cuts down her orders for tea,
ironmongery, bedsteads, blankets, etc., to make up
the half-crowns. Every penny added to the capital
of the Southern Railway by this method is a nny
subtracted from the sales revenue of other 1indus-
tries. In fact, the Southern Railway is blacklegging
on its compeers. It is saying to them in effect : ©We
are going to limit the ability of our employees to buy
your goods.” The success of this scheme obviously
depends upon other employers not adopting it. For
example, if the woollen industry similarly sought
mvestments from its employees, who consequently
gave up their holidays to buy shares in blanket fac-
tories, the Southern Railway would scon be scratch-
g its head over its traffic returns. Carrying on this
employee-investment idea to its logical end, and
imagining the wage-earning population suddenly
able to live on air and to invest all their wages, the
home market would disappear, and the production
system smash up. Of course, there are people who
will say that there would remain export markets.
Quite so—provided we were ready to go to war to get
a foreign dumping ground for our total production,

* * *

We have frequently said that the force operating
towards a change in the present financial system
resides in the instinctive revolt of individual inter-
ests against its practical consequences. For every
person whom the propagandist might persuade to
study the system, there are hundreds who will have
a kick at it without studying it. This does not, as

motorists should form themselves into an organisa-
tion “in the nature of a trade union,’’ comprising
every motor owner and motor vehicle user in the
British Isles. To illustrate its method of action he
envisages the case of another attack on the Road
Fund by Mr. Churchill, whereupon he imagines the
Motorists” Union issuing the following ultimatum : —
‘ The Motorists’ Union informs Mr. Churchill that if
he touches one penny of the Road Fund no motor vehicle
of any description will be used in the British Isles until
that penny has been restored to its rightful owners."”’

As a practical proposition this idea can be dismissed.
The point about it is that it advocates the principle of
militant action against acts of the Treasury, and
that the editor of the Mozor thinks it worth while pub-
lishing it to the extent of a column and a half. It is
a portent in that it is evidential of an extension of the
direct-action idea into a new area. Not so long ago
direct-action connoted simply strikes of employees
against their masters. Labour, perhaps, connected 1t
withlock-outs, but that wasall.  Recently we have wit-
nessed the phenomenon of the “ratepayers’ strike’’;
and more recently still what were virtually strikes on
the part of Boards of Guardians. Then in Ireland
there have been defaults of farm mortgagees, whose
sympathetic neighbours have been going on strike by
boycotting the subsequent public auctions of the pro;
perties, thus creating the problem of “ abortive sales
which the Irish Banking Commission took so much to
heart.  Without exaggerating the dimensions ©of
th&e.events, one may see in them clear evidence 0
growing distrust in the protective power of the vote,
and a corresponding resort to the principle “ The Con-
stitution takes care of those who take care of them-
selves.”” (The raid on Arcos is an instance of the
same sort of thing on the international plane.) Now,
hitherto, these manifestations of discontent have
occurred at sufficiently long intervals to allow of each
being dealt with in furn before the next appc_al'Cd'
But the same conditions which are causing their ex-

Is often thought, deny all value to propaganda. [t
is precisely because those of us who know the fun-
damental defect of the existing regime are able to
predict its axtomatic downfall (by which we mean its
dissolution through the impulsive irreconcilable an-
tagonisms of individuals and groups who have o
knowlnge_ of what they are doing, nor why they
are doing it) that we proclaim the truth to all who
are capable of receiving it. If we ceased writing
to-day—if every reformer in the country were
strlckerg dumb—the Old Economy would come to a
standstill just the same, and at its destined time.,
The reason why we continue to write, and why we
encourage all efforts of our readers to disseminate
knowledge of the Social Credit Theorem, wherever
and whenever they get an opportunity, is because
the revolting agencies which are going to precipi-
tate the crisis will have no idea what to do nexr.
They will not be able to see beyond the crasnh. |t
IS necessary that there should be some others who
€an—and the more the better, for out of this group
must emerge the Statesmen of the New Economic
order. At the peak of the crisis general confusijon
will reach its apotheosis,  Some one then must
know his mind, and be instant in action to take the
wheel of the ship of State while the Crew are sortin

themselves out from the mutiny. To awaken thagtr
manfwhoeveg' he may be—to his pre-destined pur-
pose 1s the object of all Social Credit propaganda.

o * -

These reflections arise from what will appear to be
a very trivial matter. In the Motor of May 3 there
1s a letter headed “ Getting Back at the Revenue,”
The writer, a My, Hamilton Lister, discusses two
gru*yan’c"es of motorists; one has to do with the “in-
Justice ™’ dealt out to motorists by “little demi-gods
of magistrates”; the other with Mr Churchill’s
raid on the Road Fung. He. suggests that

tension into new fields are operating to shorten the
intervals between them. Sooner or later society Wl}
be subjected to the impact of several of them simul-
taneously, whereupon the danger of the gf?ne“;
situation getting out of control will be imminent:
And if at that time there is no real Statesman at han y
with the Social Credit chart and compass, our escape
from economic shipwreck will have become 2
slaughtered hope.
* ® *

Every new law creates its own group of lay;
dodgers. Under the Peace Treaty Germany W&
forbidden to build cruisers of more than 6,09°.t°2”.
—contemporary Powers being allowed a limit 4
10,000 tons. The result is only to bring into €
istence the new German cruiser the K{ngfb”-g'
It is not over 6,000 tons; but what with its Speci
steel, its electrically welded structure, geare t:
bines, 65,000 shaft horse-power, 32-knots sp¢ e’
5,500 miles cruising radius, 9 6-inch 101-pounce
guns, triple turrets, and so on, it can hold its 0Y
with anything of a similar nature afloat. ree
News, indeed, speaks of its * extraordinary degthe
of fighting power.” It is a curious fact t ]aqt‘tvi(.‘”

les, in visiting on Germany a political inhib1 o
of this sort, were solvine a technical problem not
her naval architects and designers. Had “tt]qu
been for this 6,000-ton limit, there would doub hat
have been much expert wrangling in Berlin on Wiy .
was the best tonnage for cruisers. As it Was, na
decision of the Alljes obviated this difficulty -
left the way free for German designers and Z,
SINCETS to get on amicably with the job of C.Ong in
trating on efficiency without wasting any ti 1ties
crgument. There are times when the Admira nal
of the other Powers must sigh for some ,e-‘{tervlv’
arbitrator to settle the issues between their uDT="

-

schools of experts .
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It has been stated that the recent Mississi pi
floods will cut in half the next cotton crop. This
result is looked upon as a disaster. Some months
ago the American banks told the cotton-growers
to plant one-third less area than last season.
The reason they gave was that this was the only
way in which the growers could recover from the
disaster of their previous huge crop. The Govern-
ment might do worse than appoint a Congressional

ommittee to investigate the meaning of the word
“disaster.”” A profound theological issue depends
upon it. The floods are an Act of God within the
Mmeaning of Acts of Congress. If they are assumed
to be a disaster, look how this will stimulate athe-
Ism in the United States. On the other hand, if
restriction of production is sound and healthy
€conomics, then God has done well, and the fact
can be blazoned forth in ‘“ Go-to-Church >’ adver-
bising campaigns. As for the people who run the

a_nkmg system, they may feel complimented by
this divine endorsement of their policy, but we sus-
pect that they are suppressing a temptation to
complain that He did not realise that the adjust-
ment of the right amount of cotton is a ticklish
Mmatter and should be left to experts.

£ 3k >

According to Fianna Fail's organ, 7'/ Nation,
of May 14, Mr. de Valera had a great welcome in
Chicago. "His arrival coincided with the inaugura-
tion of the new Mayor, Mr. William Hale Thomp-
son, whose electoral campaign threw that City into
convulsions a week or two ago. The Mayor publicly
afforded a cordial reception to the Irish leader, and
Sent a. representative to his mass meeting. Mr. de

alera’s address dealt with Ireland’s strategic
Position.
** What if England were to find herself at war with the
Umllcql States? ~ Don’t think that is altogether an im-
possibility : so far as a mere outsider can judge, looking
ack upon the history of the British Empire, one sees that
England always concentrated against her chief commercial
Lival e Wihat would be the position we in Ireland
would find ourselves in according to this so-called treaty?
he English would demand the use of our railways to
transport thejr troops from the coast near England to the
Poits nearest to you. They would say they had
a right to get whatever facilities in our harbours they
Wanted; that they should get in the neighbourhood of
these harbours whatever ajr bases they wanted. . . .
i * If it suited England o turn Ireland into one huge
ase for an attack against the United States, and to com-
g}:ndeer even the food of the country, according to this
i :ity they could do it, and they could involve us in a war
t}% st you : just as they divided the Irish people at home,
€Y would divide also, in the case of a war with the
emtled States, the Irish people at home and the Irish
goﬁgte here, or divide those who are of Irish blood in this
sion "i{‘.valn('] they would succeed by having a final divi-
nearer too vVing us in a war against people who are far
ever M s, {mq a nation that is far dearer to us, than

other England can be.”

E] : :
th;tborﬁtllng dthllf thesis he answered the argument
reland  had equal status with Empire
OMminiong - qual s P
“
Do What part of Canada is cut off from the rest of the
¢ e:m““’"\ -With representatives from it going over
e ‘Z to England anq acknowledging the English Parlia-
W as the supreme Parliament? What ports of Cana_d:x
at forts in these ports are held by English
ou can’t show them
outg ﬁ deal of what Mr. de Valera says here in his
'Sm‘?o °1 Way is in essence the same as what Sir
his re Howard has been diplomatically hinting at in
A coent speeches in America. The latter warns

‘Angelrlcans that economic difficulties may cause an

ou t}?“Amencan rupture; while Mr. de Valera points
WOuldaE,;n the event of hostilities Ireland’s position
ut w something like Belgijum’s in the last war,
War“orse, because Treland might suffer from a civil
ir ctween North and South, in addition to the
n :Ct concomitants of her position as a combatant
aton. Tt will be to the point to*mention here that

the American Court has declined to direct the return
of the unspent balance of Mr. de Valera’s American
Loan on behalf of the Irish Republic to the Free
State Government, but has ordered it to be returned
to the original subscribers—most of them Irish-
American citizens, not a few of whom were probably
at the meeting just described.

& * -

In the same issue of 7/%e Natiox, there is an ac-
count of Countess Markievicz’s speech as a Fianna
Fail candidate at the opening of the Election Cam-
paign in South Dublin. Her general indictment of
the Free State Government has to do with its attitude
on the question of Irish sovereignty. Coming to par-
ticular aspects of it, she puts first that of finance.

‘¢ They [i.e., the Government] have surrendered our
financial independence to England—first, by making Inslj
banking entirely subservient to English banking. 'They
have even allowed the Bank of Ireland to take over the
Land Bank, which, if it had been held as a Government
bank, could have been used to control the credit of the
country, and promote prosperity. The Bank of Ireland
is controlled by the English banks, and how.cz_u? a coux}]trz\]r
achieve prosperity when its banking system is controlle
by a jealous neighbour? ™’ . Bl

In the leading notes of the same journal 1 is as-
serted, m rep%y to Mr. Blythe, who says that N,c’)
Government could make a country prosperous,”’
that the Fianna Fail party puts forward a \I%ry
definite cure—‘‘ a policy of Credit and Tariff Re-
form which will make Ireland very rapidly inde-
pendent of the economic domination of Londiar;.h
Another writer, reviewing the findings of the frif's
Banking Commission, begins the fifth article of his
series with the opinion:— i LT

‘¢ Iinancial reform of such a scope and nat Wil
enabllcmc’clazgglxlnpfifgn to keep pace with producucén Q;ovgir;‘l?
the only escape from the stagnation we are enduri g
the disaster towards which we are hastening. ) o

Lastly, there is a long letter from Mr. 'I}‘l IXXHIEIS’CU}L‘
of Dublin, discussing Section 12 of t i i]O%V e
tural Credit Bill. He describes at lengt O
banks, by their inflation and subsequent S
policy, have made it impossible for farn’flels .
sufficient to repay their borrowings rog;st i
banks. They can only repay if theYl C"tj“ i i
row. Obviously the banks cannot len g
money; nor can they foreclose with alny fsarms. "But
they can neither sell nor adrmmsteil ttl}clee ey
there is a way out: they can len ] B
other people to lend to the farmers totixt!()? yqs e
It sounds silly; but it is really very 35th ciei)t S
Kennedy explains: for it means that eI R
be transferred from the farmers to the r(l:Sor il
payer. The Section referred to sets e ?‘t) ek
tion (the Government being at the bac Ohldebtors

i1s empowered to advance ’credxtlgo sgg el
with the consequence that, in Mr. Kennedy ey

% the banks will be enabled to transfer the g

: not worth 6o per cent. 0

bad debts (which to-day are le of Ireland at their full

their face value) to the .pFov? whole, and the farmers,
value; and the nation as ¢ ) "

between them, may divide the lusscs.' : : A
The Credit question looks like receving w1§lesprea1<tl
attention during the Irish Election .cz}mpalgni a
will serve no useful purpose to scrutinise too clz Oior'\-
the phrasing of speeches addressed to the ekecone
ate. On the point of policy we will just rr}a Te"iriff
comment, namely, that the Cpnlunctlon o 1; 2l
Reform with Credit Reform will not be} necssscf}t]
credit policy is to be linked up with bot\] eczln 53 lye
economic system—the industrial-loans (.11} an T([ m
the retail-price end. In the meantime ilgse Tariff
Reform proposals are not entirely 1rrele\»agt’ be-
cause, as a matter of hard practical fact a Govern-
ment which determines to get and exercise com-
plete fiscal freedom must first win its financial free-
dom. Private control of credit means private con-
trol of Tariffs.
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_ It will be recalled that Mr. Maxton’s Bill propos-
ing to nationalise the Bank of England was vetoed
by a special committee on some over-riding technical
ground that it would “interfere with private in-
terests.”  In view of the impending transfer of cur-
rency creation and control to the Bank, the House of
Commons ought to get a clearer idea of what this
obstacle is. Any such mysterious super-Parliamen-
tary insulation of private concerns from the current
of public policy ought to be thoroughly explored by
all Members, irrespective of their Party views. So
far as we can see, if the above transfer of control
takes place, even a Cabinet would be prevented,
under the same ruling, from introducing a Bill to
reverse it. While society functions within the frame-
work of the existing financial system the control of
currency is virtually the control of governing power.
The idea of even leasing such power for the shortest
periods should be startling enough to a Democracy,
but to grant a_freehold of it irrevocably sounds
almost like sedition. This would hold true even if
the Bank of England were known to be independent
of American control—an assumption that none but

the most credulous would accept.
* » *

The Government’s announcement of the result of
the Arcos raid has not been made in time for com-
ment this week. But this delay has not hindered
the Daily Mail from opening a campaign against
¢ Soviet Petrol.”” In the space of one day 1t has
supplied posters to 13,000 dealers who are willing
to boycott it—‘ No Soviet Petrol Sold Here.” 1t
appears that no less than 37 million gallons were
imported here in 1926 from territory governed from
Moscow—a nice little reversion for the interests
who are modestly working to protect Britain from
red revolution. It's an ill wind that fills nobody’s
sales. :

It is confidently anticipated that the Government
will announce a definite break with Russia. If so
there will be a curious situation. While Britain 1s
explaining that she is at loggerheads with China
only because there is no authoritative Chinese Gov-
ernment with whom to do a square deal, she will
have broken with another Government which is un-
doubtedly authoritative in the sense demanded. It
is evidently not enough that a Government should
be able to speak in the name of the whole people;
it is also necessary that it should “‘ talk practical
business.” The demand is not that a Government
be authoritative but that at shall be reasonable.
The judges of the “ reason’’ are the controllers of
money markets. So it comes about that Govern-
;nents have to qualify for authority by sitting at the
feet of the money monopolists.  Let them seek

irst to obey the bankers’ laws of credit; and au-
thority shall be added unto them. Mr. Premier

g}:s{odore, of Queensland, found that out in the

* ¥ #*
~ With regard to the case of Russia, observe that
the further she has moved from crude communist

idealism towards finished capitalist practices
the more intense the fear of her that has
been manifested in capitalist countries. It

used to be said: “Scratch a Russian and you find
a Tartar.” To-day, what rattles the British Cab-
inet is the suspicion that the scratching will reveal
an American—that to break into the strong-room
of Arcos, Ltd., will be to find itself in the counting-
house of Harriman Brothers. After all, the cuz bono
argument is horse-sense. SO far as ‘‘ Russian
money "’ prolonged the strike in England it pro-
longed prosperity among England’s capitalistic
friends. The Cabinet knows something about it now
_or one hopes it does, if only for the sake of its
nerves. We must wait to hear what it does not say
when it tells its story.

The Chinese Population Problem.

Not even the expert, working upon many years of
experience among the Chinese has been able to
make his mind up about their destiny. He has

been moved by the facts to doubt whether the sleep-

ing giant would awake and conquer the world, or
whether he was dying from a slow but sur¢ sleepy
sickness, from which he could be saved, if at all,
only by the philanthropers, missioners, and devel-
opment syndicates of Lurope and America. For
the expert who knew China a quarter of a centurv
ago, who was distracted by the futility of its young
leaders in the years following the revolution, anc
who felt the hopelessness of ever rousing 1its tre;
mendous population of “ acquiescers to fate,

present events in China are matters to arouse scep-
ticism as to any positive outcome.

#* #* #

J. O. P. Bland’s “‘ Recent Events and Present
Policies in China’’ may even derive present merit
from being fifteen years old. Itis a piece of realist
advice to the Chinese, flavoured more by sympathy
than by faith, and free from the partisapshlp that
current work of necessity exhibits. He 1s particu-
larly emphatic about the Chinese population ques-
tion, which he accounts, along with the tempera-
mental passive resistance of the Chinese, the chie
cause of their troubles. The Chinese birth-rate has
long been one of the wonders and bogeys of the
world, whether due to improvidence or to ancestor-
worship, or to some other reason that enquirers
have not leoked for. Mr. Bland almost regards the
high fertility of the Chinese as due to the deliberate
pursuit of fertility. This nation, he says,

¢« implicitly believes and unanimously acts on the belief

that a man’s first duty is to provide as many male heirs

as possible for the comfort of himself and his ancestors

: which condemns vast numbers of its people to

the lowest depths of poverty.”
1f the Chinese have the degree of control over fer-
tility implied by this outline of their attitude in rela-
tion to their birth-rate they are unique in their
science.

£ 3 & *

No one would dispute that the Chinese birth-raté
is too high; no Chinese would dispute it, sincC
Chinese * infant mortality at present reaches 11~
credible proporfions. In Hong Kong ”—*Wheée
Britain rendered counting possible—"1n 1009 . (7;
per cent. of all children born died before reaching
one year of age.”” In spite of the Chinese anxiety
to produce as many male heirs as possible some 9
these children who died were male children—if ﬂog
most of them—so that the Chinese give themsglve:
away by knowing less about keeping than gettg}gl_']
There is probably no question in biology about WiITo
unfounded hypotheses are accepted so unanimous’’
as in the rate of fertility and its causes. o

“ Even supposing that by good government,”’ $2Y Nno_

Bland, ‘“ life were alleviated for the masses, and by ecoun‘

mic reforms and applied science the resources of the C.(})lich

try might be increased, it is clear that for a people W fief

rears four generations while Europe rears three, re ult
would be temporary. . - - The immediate f
would be a decrease in infant mortality.”

~— 5
which presumably would render the state of affai’
worse than ever.” China is not a good fie
inquiry demanding statistical data.
depends on what the Government’s object may P’ o
collect taxes or distribute relief. Yet I wou
Mr. Bland to reduce infant mortalify without € ath”
ing a reduction in the birth-rate, 31ce nigh o m¢
rates and high birth-rates proceed from the 52
causes.
* # * . . ‘utn
The constant of orthodox scientific lllqulryuz;” .
population 1s “ natural rate of increase.”’ Act Tﬁe

there is no such thing as natural rate of increasé

May 26, 1927

average age of spinster brides in Britain over the last
sixty years has been about twenty-five. The reason
why it is not fifteen is not economic necessity, but
economic and cultural standards. People want cer-
tain comforts and educational powers and privileges
more than they want to cohabit. Nevertheless, 1

women at the commencement of married life began
to bear children, and continued until age prevented
them, there is no known reason why they should not
have three every year for twenty years, or sixty in
all. That they do not is by no means entirely due
to the genius of Dr. Marie Stopes. In England some
women who want children are childless, and some
who do not want children have many. Most of those
who have many live in slums, or have to fight hard to
live. China, as described by Mr. Bland in 1912, was
a gigantic slum, the East End of the: world, with
both slum mortality and slum birthrate.

* #* *

Arithmetic is not an aid to scientific prophecy.
There is an economy in nature which corrects propor-
tions. To prophesy that because 2. girl’s hair had
grown an inch in the last fortnight, it would grow, if
uncut, 104 inches in the next four years, would prob-
ably lead to error. The Jews, a widely scattered
people, sufficiently pure of race to conserve a natural
rate of fertility if such existed, have a fair amount
of pride in male ancestry and progeny. In White-
chapel from 1886-1890, their birth-rate rose from 35.7
to 38.2; in Bulgaria the Jews have reached 30; but in
Bavaria in 1913, their birth-rate was only 10.2, which
is lower than the French. According to Dr. Wood-
ruff, the least fertile race in America is the Irish. The
tale could be carried on, indefinitely, and it indi-

cates that “ natural rate of fertility ”’ plus arithmetic,
teaches nothing.
*

If statistics were available of the birth-rates of
Chinese in various countries and of various social
classes—and, therefore, of varying degrees of cere-
bral development—there is no doubt that, whether
their ancestor-worship and _anxiety for offspring
remained constant or not, their birth-rates would vary
accordingly. To bring down the birth-rate in China
it is necessary to adopt a policy alleged to be too
expensive for an impoverished country to try in the
East End of London : in » word, to civilise it. As
long as Mr. Bland emphasised the ‘need for the
Chinese to pull themselves together, he was giving
them splendid advice, which is in no way Wors¢ for
not sounding learned or scientific. He was right in
drawing their attention to their non-human vital
statistics as an argument. But 1 believe he was not
on true lines in suggesting that pride in male multi-
{)HICatxon caused their offensive birth-rate. N[l_ldl

.Ough.t, however, has been given to this question
since his book was written.
* * *

As long as the Chinese accept their fate of being
WI-Y'?(] out periodically to the extent of a hundred
millions by flood, plague, or war, and have #o0
Stamulus to develop their individual brains, their

1gh fertility will ~continue. Excessive _fertility
among human beings is very closely analogous to a
Plant going to seed instead of to flower and foliage.
i ¢ Chinese will inevitably reduce tl}eirﬁbirth—rate if
= ey create a civilisation, but a civilisation need not

eCessanly follow a reduction of their population.
v{;l the period since Mr. Bland’s work was written
orld events of major importance have deeply

moved Chillese St'l](le'l ts (l ll ny
()the C] 3 ; ¢ Dy ana, th Ough t em, many
T mese.

&* * #*

s ?hmeSe students of my acquaintance who were
s avour of civilising China according to European
asin 1914 had changed their opinions when they
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returned to China in 1921 or thereabouts. Some of
them were keen students of very unorthodox econo-
mics, anxious to discover an alternative to financial
capitalism for the development of their country.
Some of them were acquainted with biological en-
quiries into fertility that depend on real observation
and not mere graph-projecting. Another major
event from the point of view of China has been
the admission that the market and raw-material op-
portunities of that country are necessary to Europe
and America for these to continue their peculiar
way of obtaining work. ‘‘ Take away your guns,
opium, and missionaries, and leave us in peace’’
may have been merely the growl of the Chinese dog
in a manger rightly Europe’s. Whether or not,
Europe did not obey, and China, although the world
may not yet so regard it, 1s acting under a compt_:l—
sion to decide whether the west shall pursue its
ecQnomic falsehoods a little longer by pulling China
entirely into the swim, or whether the Chinese shall
build a civilisation with 2 character of its own. It
is possible that on questions of this sort races un-
consciously receive ’what Mr. Bland calls a ** man=

date from Heaven. AN

SCOTTISH BANKING CONTROVERSY.

The Glasgow Herald has recently published a mass r(:ef
correspondence by Scottish traders Protg’stmg against t
handicaps and heavier charges ** Scottish banks are m:‘pos-
ing on Scottish trade compargd with those 1mp;)set th%
English banks. That paper invited the b'fmks to {ep y % oké
first letters that appeared. The banks did so only t(; eo"e_
a second much bigger and more 1pd1gn:mnt volume O :ne S
spondence. Again the banks replied, unqt’ncnall’y,, i
their representatives claiming that ‘¢ all 13 all e
terms were more favourable than English ter"‘ms.t offaine(i
he added, the English borrower had been ‘‘ be tc;‘d i
to give security.”’ Some Scottish borrowers ’I“;?:usecrctaxy
give security at the point of the bayonet. Jic had not * the
of one of the banks suggested that the public éllusion e
necessary information to come to a proper conn‘CS L oG
the subject of banking rates. The Col fgeling =
shows that there is widespread anti-bank :

; B ; jathesis
Scottish commercial and.mdustrml cn:?_lesii‘a &;ﬁ;‘;ﬁ,év
which it should be the business of men like r A onl-y

to develop without delay for all they are'wort}tl]. oy
have advances and overdrafts been stringently e oh an
but now the business man in Scotland l‘l,aSAtoaicr?n}PA definite
unequal footing with those mﬁng}and. Eg X aites, and
distinction is drawn between Scottish and ! n% e s
the rates fixed by both. But the Scottish banks O reall{'
are, as a result of amalgamations and 3b501'9“1‘?“;:ted 4
English banks, whose policy and rates aré (m'n super-
London. The Scottish directors may take a certal ot o
vision over advances and o_ther matters of adénlf:;?s;] raili
but there their powers begin and end. The co] 'lowners
ways are controlled in London. Iﬂndependent s:pd their
whose head offices used to be in Glasgow have na

i i again centred in

sinesses absorbed by English combines, ag ;
16101:30?\ probably in s()earch of ch,c’ap‘c‘r banking af:co(rlnr:(:g:t
tion tha'n they can get at home. C]an );ct,\ut“é)cnotfand ‘i<
the feeling is growing stronger every day a S

fast becoming the catspaw of England? » The Duke of

Montrose has recently suggested that under a re-established

N ot St Rl T g o
¢ 2 heir money

gzileilcn:o f(;;nfi eit to London for 3% Mr. Alexander
Batchelor, ex-President of the Scottish Nat.lonal Farme:!f

Union, has just said, with reference to this cor}trovtfar;y'5
& One saw reported how the banks, by the reduction l(: "
bank rate, were to help all industries. Before thclban r?\t

was reduced, overdraft rates on perfectly se;:l{r% accocl:zms
was 35 per cent., and on ordinary overdx;lal:: perr s
Sincé the bank rate was reduced there had been nc;] educ-
tion whatever on these rates. The result was that the
banks were charging exactly the same as before the
¢ reduction.” ”’ _All the Scottish daily papers, except the
Glasgow Herald, have refused to publish any correspondence
on this matter. A writer in The ._9unday 1"ost ridiculed the
discussions on finance at the Leicester Conference of the
1.1..P. under the caption of * Half-way to Bedlam.”’ But
the preposition reflects the observer’s position. * From "
would have been better.

C. M. G.
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The Physics } { Religion.
The Religion | Physics.
By M. B. Oxon.
1I.

Whitehead has lately shown that everything can be
reduced mathematically to a compound of a few
elementary realities. But in looking for an example
m words of such a reality as the mathematical
analysis requires, he comes to grief owing to the
restrictions of our present language, and can find no
more suitable word than “colour,” which is clearly
no more elementarily real than any other of our con-
cepts. What the mathematics is really demanding
are the “ four dimensions of cosmos,” out of which
our concepts—including space—are manufactured,
which we have quite forgotten in these days. The
Alchemists called them the Elements, Fire, Earth,
Air, and Water, the Sanskrit calls them the four

- That-nesses. They are the realities out of which are
compounded the proximate realities, from the con-
tact of which with “our’’ sense organs “we’’ con-
struct the concepts to which we give names, and thus
make “ things.”’

Each of our “ bodies,”” which together make our
“Cross,” is specially connected with one of these
elements. Many names can be given them, for they
turn up in fresh disguise all through the worlds. At
their first appearance in thought, when we have got
‘tired of going behind, and behind, appearances,
and admitan Absolute which is “not any zking,”’—
ab-solutum, cut off, quite by itself—they may, I
think, be best named for modern use, Naught, All,
One, Many. And when we change our frame of
mind we, so to speak, turn it so that it takes in more
of one of them and less of another; and the object of
man, supposing him to have an object, is to be able
to turn all ways; and the purpose of all religions is
to foster a new frame of mind—including, of course,
the requisite adjustments of body, emotions,
actions, senses, on which the frame of mind depends
—Cultus deorum.

As we have been driven back -to an Absolute,
** without shadow of turning,” all changes must be
complementary, at bottom, which, insofar as it
holds true in the world of observation, is what we
name the Conservation of Energy. So by thought,
word, and deed, true to each other and to the
moment, Man may adjust the forces in all the
worlds, for this is both his end and cause. And
herein lies the secret of what we call Free-will; there
can be no free will for the man who is not free of all
the worlds, so that he can right the balances through
his own exchange (which is the critical point, in the
corner, at the top of his pyramid). For each of his
bodies is following a different life-history, in re-
sponse to the changes in the world from which he
originally bit it off; and it is the stress and strain
between his bodies which makes his life—if not his
very Ego.

The religion of such an Ego, or *“ lower self*’ is a
crude and ethical one, a gymnastic by which it
learns to balance on the firm ground of Right and
Wrong, Law and Order, Logic and Experience, and
to take its place as One among Many—the Self and
the Not-Self. Then comes the day when the Man
recognises that he is not this Self. And the whole
story is reset on a different stage.

It has been said by old philosophers that when
the pairs of opposites meet, such as past and present,
cause and effect, *‘ they neutralise each other in the
FEvent, and in the void which remains we may
perceive the AllL” Here again physics gives us a

picture on which to think, the happening as it actu-
ally takes place in the world of forces, which we can
observe experimentally. If we rub a stick of seal-
ng wax on our coat sleeve it will pick up scraps 0
paper; or if we hang a small pith ball by a silken
thread it will be drawn to the wax. But if once
these actually touch the wax they are no longer at-
tracted, but repelled. The same thing happens
we take a stick of glass. But if, when the ball has
touched the glass, and is repelled, we bring to it the
stick of wax 1t is not repelled, but attracted, so that
our fathers said that there were two kinds of elec-
tricity, vitreous and resinous, which were always
mixed in equal quantities in everything, and were
separated by the rubbing.. Now, we can easily prove
this if we take a small tin and stand it on a very
dry sheet of paper and arrange the pith ball near
one side of it. If we then bring the rubbed wax to-
wards the opposite side of the tin the ball will be
attracted by the tin just as if the wax had been
presented to it. We can find that on the half of
the tin remote from the wax there is resinous elec-
tricity, while on the side towards the wax there iS
vitreous electricity, and between the two there is @
part where no electricity can be found, for there the
two are still mixed. The wax has drawn the vitre-
ous electricity to the near side of the tin, and, i
we approach the two a moment will come when the
two electricities jump across the gap and disappear
In a spark. And that Spark is the Event, the Pres-
ent, the Ratio, the Logos, the Christ, always ‘‘in
the midst * when ““ two or three are gathered to-
gether,” through Whom alone we come to th€
I'ather, the No-thing. :

There is'such a Spark as this at each of the four
corners of the pyramid, whether it is representing
cosmos, or man, or his hody, or anything else. Oné
we call the Spark of Life, and it is the cause, or 1€~
sult, of the unifying of all the myriad lives of his cells
into an organism. Another is the Spark of Min
which is the cause, or result, of linking together a
the varied sides of this organism—which we recog-
nise as his different life energies and senses, diges-
tion, sight, etc.—into a unity—the Self—Animal-
man.

This brilliant Self of intellect, finding himself
among a crowd of Not-selfs, does not recognise h1®
resemblance to them, but only the difference of thel
brilliancy, and preys on them much as the beast$
do. But the day comes when he discovers that he ’Z
not this Ego, the brilliance of whose Intellect blot
out all Beauty, Art, and Religion from the WoOr
and itis then that the scene changes.

He finds he is not the Ego, he now calls it Me, ang
between Me and It, ““ 1’ comes to birth. The M_ﬂs
15 o longer the result of the play between his bod;er
as the Self was, and in opposition to the Not-Self, ]Oe
Self and Not-Self have become his two halves"tl‘e
Rrian and his fate combined become the cause of t"
Man.

He takes his rightful place as part of a compkftg
Scheme of Things, and, instead of assuming a Q“’rs
mistaken superiority and separateness, dxscOVeC
wherein his real value lies, in righting the palan

of the worlds according to the Great Plan.

His religion, too, changes. It is now the Nc\é
Dispensation; not the Old. Good and Evil, Law af;]e
Order, Logic and Experience, still hold good 1 =
world where his Self lives ; but for him, the real Mgi-‘»’
there is no time but the present, no evil except 7,
cord between his Self and Not-Self, and no Law €%,
cept to love his Neighbour as his Self, for they 2 5
both parts of the Many. There is a third blrtong
come when the Great Spark passes between the i
and this Many with which Man has come to ldeﬂotlf
himself, and the Christ is born in Man. But here

knowledge of things hecomes rather vague.

S ——

-
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Views and Reviews.

CURRENT IDEAS.—III.

Liberty to develop this theme at some length en-
sues to me from closely related discussions which I
carried on in THE NEW AGE some years ago, when
I pictured all spirits as threatened with death from
two sides. In religion, philosophy, or art, the mind

- 1S growing or dying, and death is not the conse-
qQuence of decay alone. The mind which becomes
too adaptable takes only the form of its environment.
.t can attain no shape of its own, no character, no
ll.n(':‘ependence. Protestantism, which began as a
hlvmg protest against the opposite threat of fixity,
maS gradually .degenerated into something like

8}11131 and spiritual fluidity, an anarchy that has
Farloe Vt\? result in spontaneously produced order.
it 15“ zIJ.Iter’ Bagehot’s apotheosis of adaptability

the dee«'in1 nge’s splrltual_, political, and ethical cl}aqs

e Vvelopment is consistently towards death; it is

naliurglrless 1 which the European war takes its place

o ; Y. An excess of Protestantism has come near

Catl 1!’Q)"mg the civilisation that an excess of Roman
rHiolicism nearly prevented from being born.

= * *

It is well, I maintained, that
L , that dogma should be
?E?cpkoested \vhUgn 1t threatens to put the n%ind in a strait-
Cathofi Qdoubtedly the history of the Roman
ol Ct attltt_lde_*both. Church and State are in-
ommrco ]scgentlﬁc discovery showed that the
et atholic standards could not be getained by
= eégg c%whsatmn. Those standards were so
o on r;};x en they proved false that nothing could
ideal of P €ir presence.  What has permitted the
o inabil'iOleStalmsm to be followed unto chaos was
thisis butl Vv of the Father ?hurch to exercise any-
ing Ea 1 a tyrapr}y. The Church’s decision regard-
o t}I])a }1_nfalhb111ty Lcoincided in historical time
e i € d)lrth of the ‘“ flux » philosophy. It is a
5 Coinpc?n ence on the plane of the spirit rather than
(G ence that the destruction of the world by
by fix . 1S so nearly like the destruction of the world

0d.  But the ark has yet to be built.
* * *

F : A
andrOm. the analogy of these conceptions of fuidity

that 2g‘glty \’i'lth those of flux and form it is clear
Perics OF;_ {I 1cu z}r Wworship of either at the entire ex-
not aq ide]et'Ot 1¢r entails disaster. The analogy is
a limjt ¢+ ntity for precisely this reason. There is
for o the social and individual value even of
~in form Wbork of art may be ﬁxed—or relatively so
Will do the ut the mind of the artist may not, or he
TeCurrence Sjﬁlme thing again and again. The eternal
5 N Was the opposite horn of the dilemma on
ég;znslcihc fqund himself when he accfeipted
t Sung. It was the compensating fixity
ﬂuaidiftorcéd itself on him when he yi[elded to flux or
effort yo’ and the Superman was his own Herculean
. rng the opposites together in an organic

* * #*

F
SOci&r}?l\:ﬁgg not'be. worshipped as an absolute until
Whe 1th all it implies has attained perfection,
destroy (-5,: gods, we may be intuitively certain, will
sibly ¢ e‘ —unless the planet ajso is moribund. ~Pos-
1s invariabln = argument against determinism—which
aNarchjqt ¥ the CoMpensatory fixity accepted by the
IS that E(!;S a condition of hig anarchist philosophy
th od reser;?lt:his Michael Angelo at i_eas}t.lln
‘e ¢ € unlikely to finish any work of which
a gai(l)]usltdtﬁlread}’_see the end. As more than a protest
form aq e}(—:mstmg condition of flux the worship of
“’Orship f#cé must be in as great error as the present
Ctween (h, tu"' F-Vefythmg; that lives is a rhythm
build;n t}? WO every cell is breaking down and re-
Whay 2 roughout the continuity of its existence.

i -undouht"-dl)’ essential to this proportion,

that is the condition of creation. A °* flux *’ philo-
sopher is one who fails to recognise and live on the.
truth that the down-beat must be on form.

* * ¥*

If the Western World cannot produce a shape,
expressed 1n religion, politics, and art, not a fixed
but an organic shape, it will be destroyed, precisely
as Louis and his court were destroyed; as Egypt,
Greece, Persia, and Rome were destroyed. F utility
and perfection, the extremes of fluidity and
rigidity, have the same end so far as destruction
goes; it is the reward which differs, their influence -
or push, that is, on the creature or civilisation that
follows. Without pretending to the task here of
setting forth details, I nevertheless affirm that the
universe must have an economy as the household
and the State have an economy. It is unnecessary
to subscribe to the primitive man’s reasoning of
like breeds like that on which the follies of eugenics
are founded, to agree with Emerson that the pull of
the bow in the man affects the distance and aim of
the arrow in the child, whether a man or a civilisa-
tion or a constellation be in question. What the

time attitude can add to the space attitude—here
credit'is due to Spengler—is far more than the
negative fact that the world is a ceaseless becom-
ing; it is that the world is a succession of shapes.
Either we create with the ‘“ means’’ set free to
the Western World that planetary pageant which
they make possible, or we fail in futility. We
must choose between making one magnificent scene
of the world drama or retire from the stage for

somebody else to*tr_v. i i

When the youth famous in the village tries his
fortune in town he has to learn thé lesson of humil-
ity. Galileo forced mankind to learn the lesson of
humility in space; Spengler has clinched the less?_n
of humility in time hinted at by Laplace, Lamarck,
Dr. McEnery, and Lyell. Even Britons may :c,cf)imcei:
day be slavés! The machinery of Europe may r;
itself in a museum for tourisfs from distant %a? s
to witness the quaint false steps once mz;de;_ y a]
civilisation, with re-incarnations of Mr. Wells anc
Mr. Ford as curators. By mapping out the ma]ei):
Frames of civilisations #z time Spengler has nll'z'ué
space more important. More than ever man\xfr;)r
must be held responsible for accupying s}?ace gg o
using a fraction of the sun. Even the shape

British Empire is in question.
*

The dissolution of Europe from 1914 to 1920 was
the penalty of partial crystallisation which failed tc;
get any farther. When the nations were released
from the binding force of Rome it was necessary
to express a new binding force. Instead Europe
lost all idea of conzinental values, and each n?txo'n
regarded the whole world as 1its rightful field o f:}\i
ploitation, Britain being the chief and moIs_f ](;Ig\ lec
offender. The state of affairs described in Ho es?
“ Leviathan " is true only of Protestantism, of
which he was the true prophet. ~On Hobbes fa}.
more than on any other philosopher, Nietzsche o.I
Treitschke, should responsibility for the war fal
if it were a fit responsibility f01,‘, an individual.
Nietzsche crying for ¢ Europeans’ was a true pro-
phet crying in a wilderness of shapeless and dis-

Orderly grnins. R. M.

¢ Do you know the story of the astronomer Keple‘r and his
wife? She was putting the soup on the .tabl(‘: Do you
think,’ said Kepler, like one in a dream, do }.o.u think it
possible that Chance, having at its disposal for its atomic
permutations and combinations, infinite time and infinite
space, will some day bring together mbb_ages, carrots.
turnips, and make them into a soup like this of yours ? *
¢ Not so good, that's a certainty,’ answered the worthy dame,
¢ nor so well-seasoned as this.” I hold with Madame Kepler.
When I see good soup I praise the housewife ; when T sce a

h()\v
ey
er, is that the down-beat should be on form, for

fine battle I ask for the gencral.”—Captains and Kings.



Post-War.

AN UNSCIENTIFIC ATTEMPT TO ACCOUNT FOR
CERTAIN ASPECTS OF CONTEMPORARY
DOMESTIC LIFE.

By Alice Stalker.

When England declared war in 1914, the popula-
tion young and old embarked on a four-and-a-half
years’ experience of incongruities which, in spite of
the attendant distress and the orthodox attitude
towards a calamity, will be remembered by any
truthful person who was over fourteen years of age
at its outset as a period above all of more intense
feeling and wilder excitement than he or she had ever
hoped to enjoy. Prodigals of long standing came
home in khaki to the fatted calf ; needy spinsters
suddenly found themselves getting a” comfortable
living from rag-picking; mediocre young men and
women, without mutual tastes, married on no surer
foundation than a separation allowance and a pass-
Ing sex attraction born of proximity and idleness,
and fanned by hot winds from the seat of war into
what they believed to be an undying flame. Some,
no doubt, did win their way through sudden changes
to self-respect, happiness, and economic freedom;
but these were exceptions, and the psychic stability
of the mass is determined by the morale of the aver-
age man or woman. Since childhood, they had all
read and dreamed of the song of marching feet, the
song of Alexander, of Czsar, of Napoleon; but that
song 1s for the ears of men who fight for their own,
and are kept sane by danger and necessity, while
their houses burn. "It is too potent a melody for
those to hear who walk unscathed in orderly streets,
and whose very security is their worst defence against
the music’s menace. Thousands never heard it at
all except through the medium of a jazz band or a
Lion-taming politician’s speech ; and strung up to one
heroic tension after another, manceuvred by men
whose interest it was to tickle their emotions, they
swayed in a saturnalia of wild expenditure and
heart-breaking waste of material and endeavour. It
was. sublime—from the stalls; but few went behind
the scenes and saw the grease-paint and the box-office
accounts. Excitement 1s a powerful stimulant to the
man who must battle in the open for life; but,
swallowed wholesale in the heart of cities, it becomes
a dangerous drug, and under its influence for many
months lived not only the relatives of combatants
and the pleasure-seekers, but countless placid people
of hitherto tranquil, disciplined lives. In the West-
end of London, at 6.30 a.m. on the morning after
the peace celebrations of July, 1919, the sunlight
poured down on a vast sleeping horde; in all the
parks and squares, on every doorstep and stairway,
they were strewn like leaves, in utter weariness, fast
asleep in the dawn. The pseudo-classical facades
of the picture-houses, with inanimate women round
every pillar-base, suggested a dream of the Iliad.
Victoria Station might have been the scene of a2
bloodless massacre; and surely, to those who were
presently to drag their tired bodies into an ear]

train, that home-coming in Sussex or Kent on a micfi

SUMMEr Morning must have been a greater marvel

than anything they had left. The emotional tension

of five years was relaxing.

fTan, when pushed by necessity to build in haste,
uses the materials at hand ; at the outset of war, many
prophesied a re-welding of national character, but the
crisis passed, and with the pulling-down of emer-
gency buildings, came the gradual disintegration of
the social impulse which had cemented incongruous
elements in the service of a common cause. Reaction
set in with no sign of the increased moral stability
looked for by the idealist; to-day, preoccupation
with amusements, impatience of authority, refusal
to be responsible, extravagance and a curious mix-
ture of heartlessness and honhomie are rapidly in-
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creasing traits of the younger generation. {
population and advertisement bring them into COIE |
tact with much that in simpler times only reache :
them as'an echo from the world of adults; war—‘tlmeq
perturbations that sorely tried the fibre of Lheliyt
elders, produced in the immature a forced growth 0 ) J

|
Ny
|
|
|

emotion, and now, like victims of a drug, they con=

tinually seek fresh substitutes for the excitement that [
lit their adolescence. Children, whether or not ths?_’ f
love their parents, cannot see them mortally hib
without feeling the universe crumble: the‘authorlt)t’ |
of English parents had for long depended in the 135_

resort on that supreme tribunal, British respectd
bility, founded on the uninterrupted functloﬂﬂ.‘ﬁ ’
through several generations of well-defined soclg

and ethical creeds, creeds of decency and go]venc)“; |
the dislodgment of which under a disabling blo¥:
was witnessed by the young men and women ﬁT
1014. Religion, more deeply interwoven with €co g |
omic stability than the devotee cares to re_cogmsr:
has little hold on a society bred to chronic OV,CC
drafts and the hire purchase system, both of whi iﬂ
are everyday features of the household scheme ‘
circles where debt was once the super-bogey. ‘

scientific complication of life for commercial PB” '|
|

—

poses has so effectively drowned the voice of Nattl}l;:;
that only her most insistent notes can pierce f
babel of traffic, invention, and upholstery; youl’y{
hears these trumpet-calls—brazen and unme ol
ous without their attendant harmonies—as a Cf"c‘
monotone underlying life, and readily turns to doa'
trines of safety,” suppression of instincts, contr

ception, and a tolerance that becomes indifferenc€’

s

all resulting in an appallingly decreased vitality: -

According to reformers, legislation and mod‘}rj;\
methods of town equipment have robbed youth ty
independence of much attendant risk; but the saf€ 2l
which is largely due to unlimited insurance, an |
low power of initiative, is a subsidised safety aP i
contemptible to a vigorous mind.

The parent-and-child theme, rescued by M |
Shaw from the austere sincerities of “ The \/Vﬂ}’% ‘
All Flesh,” and declared by him through a happ‘ed
medium to more people than would have tolg‘(ﬂtaﬂ
Butler’s introspection, has gained no ad(_h“.og,
weight from other people’s lugubrious variatio f
and has been worked to a standstill. Too much
to-day’s independence is expressed in terms of Pei ‘
issues, and the freedom that debauches ~§tSC],f i /4
another’s money and wearily given sanction 5 %P7
the freedom of the unruly puppy on a long lead of |
is time both generations realised that an agsisaﬁ‘
combines, whether of labour or capital, jeopar that
the individual free-will in all classes, an 1
the parents who are loth to recognise the 2¢ ;)
claims of their children in face of over-stocked Pl
fessions and expensive standards of living, 3% pe
much in the grip of contemporary conditions 25 pf
son whose tailor smilingly accords him cre ll’lt 9
the daughter who cannot feed her baby Wlth.?) {h?
clock. If the eugenists expressed themselves I?d bl
unblushing idiom of the poultry-breeder, xt,Woléi hef ‘
interesting to hear them foretell the merits e Pl
on the show-benches, or as a utility bird, of t! g |
vailing admixture of blue-stocking and fille-d€ ;et)l;f

To those involved in the sicknesses of SC])(i:st ‘
arguments like these are little more- than a bo'J;
pathological symptoms; the valid remedlesrkno“{"'
medical and social, are few, and the doctor o ’;
that in the worst distortions of disease. strens 02
maintained by innumerable microscopic f“"coﬂrlt,;
of the body, invisible to the onlooker, The € ﬂ:,
less channels and cross-currents of interest an ﬂg‘ ‘
traction that bind men together in a sxm‘laﬁntif’
work are kept open by reason and desire, ope e 04
through a host of tiny organisms, in Obed’en?ﬂﬂ’.ﬁg _
distant rhythm as inexorable as that of the P it

i

: 1€ e cl
heart. Superimposed, artificial rhythms of

f.

d

Over-
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and commerce challenge the ears of the understand-
Ing, but Nature, incessantly obeying the primal
pulse, sometimes points by means of wide-spread
wreckage to a periodicity even in disorder. The
real part of family life is rooted in these deeper
vibrations and its beauty is continually re-discovered
Y the builders and sowers of each generation, in
their attempts to clear away the persistent under-

8Iowth of false economics and dead transitional
deals.

Music.
., Coveat Garden: Der Ring des Nibelungen,

The first of the two Ring”’ cycles was as a whole
onsiderably below the standard of last year and the
Year before. This was particularly noticeable in the
orchestral playing, which is steadily deteriorating
year by year.  There were lapses of intonation and
entry, raggednesses and roughnesses quite unpardon-

¢, and on many occasions Herr Walter, whose
Jastery is generally so consummate and incontest-
ol seemed unable to discipline and control his
blayers. . The horn playing in the places where it is
dicated oy the stage, was almost uniformly dis-
8raceful, and in the orchestra, too, it was inaccurate
and grossly slovenly. The conduct of the stage, 1n

lfg iting, settings, scene-changes, and the handling
21 the smaller parts, was as deplorable as ever—
abrnost indecently unimaginative and crude—

Surd patches and blobs of light splotched here and

‘ere without reason or design, “spot”’ lights that
OIlle n‘il’t spot, but went on rigidly staring down at the
% dP ace when the artist had moved out of range,

nd devices such as the lighting up of the gold in
Sw inegold, th‘{ glow of the fire on the hilt of the

Ondiin Wal.k“re, when at scarcely one moment did

IS synchronise with the momentary springing up of
teglﬁge in the hearth, the childishly feeble magic lan-

all yorucss meant to represent the burning of Wal-

ey cheapness and meptitude of all these things
superglor-c than usually apparent by contrast with the
and (. semg and acting of the leading singers,

Ky lle ﬂoods_of‘ Incomparable music pouring from

Darc}eelstr.a‘Plt like lava from a volcano.

G sl tetngold. From the muddy, ragged, uncer-
Perfoe aying of the horns in the Prelude, the entire
artistqmance took its key. Even such magmﬁpent
Seeme‘da.s SChOrI (T’I70f(l7l) ﬂnd OICZ.eWSka (F?’l[/é(l)
e unable to make headway against the general
(Alber? }md deadness of ‘the whole. Eduard Habich

L c z})1 and Albert Reiss (Mime) were both admir-
agai,nasht ey alWaY,s are, and Norman Allin (Fafner)
nerians owed his right to be considered a fine Wag-
Such i}{tls;_ It is difficult to excuse the choice of

rom M » Erda, or such Rhine-maidens apart
Way o 1ss Gladys Palmer, who could make no head-
Openingams.t her deplorable partners.  The lovely

% theg Ine-maiden music was irretrievably ruined
The g exi(ecrable singing of the soprano and mezzo.
Erd, Mall but very Impressive and significant part of

.Was rendered nul] and void by Clara Serena,
of delivering her warning with the
CAll and  boding weight it demands . . .
Were morcs ISt . . . endet *’ sounded as though she
Crossimerely wamnng Wozan against a dangerous
Was ong oF eating too much meat. Karl Erb (Zoge)
ﬂickerrils off1 the best one has ever seen—the false

Aring: § fire-god was in every tone of his voice and
sat?szf Walkize. Melchior (Siegmund) gave a very
Calledymg performance with moments that can be
Singin Sllperb,T although his acting is not up to his
realiSegd' Norman “Allin (Hunding) completely
deser the dour surly character of his part, and
able (o Pralse—as an Englishman—~for his admir-

€tman diction, Lotte Ichmann (Steglinde)
‘-vomgas‘ y the most moving and impressive of the
U—she is ‘the first Sieglinde one remembers.

Frida Lieder (Brinnhilde), fine as she 15, and
superbly as she often sang, has not the weight and
breadth of Kappel, which are necessary for a
supreme Briinnhilde. The opening Valkyrie cry
was magnificent however—and not often is it done
with such an overwhelming effort. Sigrid Onegin
(Fricka), otherwise an admirable artist, was not and
never-will be Fricka. Not for one moment was it an
outraged goddess demanding expiation for the flout-
ing of her laws, but a rather nice woman whose feel-
ings had been hurt.  Schorr admirable as Wozan,
but not quite up to his earlier performances.
One could have wished that the Valkyries had been
actually covered with the decent and becoming
silence and darkness with which one proposes to
cover their names here, with the exception of Gladys
Palmer and Enid Cruikshank (an excellent artist),
who could make no stand against such dreadful
odds. The conductor (very properly) seemed trying
to drown them as much as possible.

Siegfried.  Melchior (Siegf7ied) was not at his
best. There was a sense of struggle and oppression,
and his voice did not tell in its usgally splendid way.
Once again, beautiful as was Leider’s Brinnhilde—
one felt its lack of largeness and sweep in thg mar-
vellous awakening scene. The first two acts were
almost completely dominated by the prodigious
Mime of the perennial Reiss, who is singing this year
better than ever. Habich (Alberic/) also was admir-
able, and the quarrel between the two was a dazzh;:g
piece of virtuosity. Schorr was superbly lmprgiile,
in the magnificent and stately part of Der W‘mé el
Olczewska (£7da) as ever was most 111}11Pf?5511)‘ée:n e
sang superbly in spite of what must E'Lwt' .
almost mtolerable discomfort of anTlgrltZ Jfﬁk i
of light immediately on her face. eag i
made to me by my neighbour that,]td“,,, T
Arkandy was very good as the W'”’, Ui‘gs 4 place
had a bird-like voice. A bird-like ‘ONXE? e
or vraisemblance—as little indeed as MIss T
which, whatever it be, is quite unlike any N
has ever heard—in a Wagner music (%iram’;li,n s
ner’s Waldvogel is required to sing, and to sSing
beautiful and true tone. g

Gotterdimmerung. The change from Melchblgrdte?
Rudolf Laubenthal (Siegfried) was surely t?i o0
plored. The latter looks as if he had steppg Osin
the male beauty chorus of a musical comedy, n%i
and behaves as if he had, and his singing 12 s
essentially different or better. Herbert Jz}nsi%e) v:tere
Otto Helgers (Gunther and Hager respe(cjtlyet yestin
both wholly praiseworthy, thoughtful and inter Th%
conceptions well carried out and finely sun%H :
gloomy, sombre, misanthropic charécterdoh.s ‘iﬁ?e
was finely realised by Herr Helgefa, anh . ‘: o
was skilfully coloured with the neceTsar%rste ti}r]ne =
quality the part demands. For tGlct e
years, one heard a really goodf . ruth o
Ljungberg, \vhg raised 'thew%?g}t] itrcl?;nusuzlly mad%
scrannel-pipe obscurity m W Ja Ly :
to languiFs)I}xx?nto taking its proper Plﬁce—dnfﬂglf?r%;
ing and significant one—in the scheme o Bu}g )
Leider was again a fine and very imteresting .rmziz-
kilde, but the lack of sweep told rather severe};
against what ought to be the overwhelming effect c;
the superhuman closing scene.  Olczewska (Wa.—
fraute) was magnificent as always—making a gcag
usually dull intensely alive and clraqmtl(i—_—alr; e
story of the Gods, with Wotan holding ?}sh éo eg
spear, sitting together awaiting the end \A}vllt rf;a
and apprehension, was awe-1Dspiring :m'd '.alrrov\}:.ng
from the sense of cataclysmic .tragedy with which
she invested it. The Rhine-maidens \_vereAdreadful,
an offence alike to eye an(}‘ ear——the}l” stereotyped
mechanical chocolate-box “ graceful ”  movements
and their completely unmusical singing combining to

tuin an enchanting scene.  KATKHOSRU SORABJL.
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Drama.
The Playroom Six.

After seeing the plays now running at the Play-
room Six, I feel entitled to display a certain amount
of vanity at having spotted their possibilities when
they first cried in their cradle. Their theatre is still
run on enthusiasm, but it 1s now the enthusiasm of a
good house. In the actual quality of production
something has happened beyond explanation to any-
one who disbelieves in miracles. The degree of in-
timacy necessary in a theatre where one may lean out
from the stalls and look whether the leading lady’s
ting is real, has been attained. Work on the stage
and stage-settings is gradually being done with that
care for detail one éxpects in examining miniatures,
With the aid of small means and big 1maginations
the workers have charged their scenery for these two
plays with the right atmosphere.

In The First and the Last, Mr. John Gals-
worthy has been more generous with his material than
1s his custom; so generous that a suspicion which is
also a hope is aroused that the play is a three-act
affair cut down to one act. I can see no other excuse
for 4 partition into three scenes of 2 play that
occupies less than an hour altogether. At whirling the
audience from one place to another, months as well
as miles apart, the kinema cannot have a competitor.

Mr. Galsworthy’s theme appears to be that the smug,

bourgeois, lawyer with prospects of a judgeship,
- thinks only of himself when his rapscallion brother

commitsa murder. To make that lawyer hateful Mr.

Galsworthy bestows all his ration of humanity and

tenderness on the fool who committed the murder,

and romanticises the suffering of the prostitute at
the hands of the bully of a husband who was mur-
dered beyond common-sense and experience; she
exists nowhere outside the books written by neurotic
searchers after the perfect negation of society, who
look for the innocent prostitute as Buddhists for

Nirvana. '

The vagabond who robbed the corpse was found
guilty of the murder, once more demonstrating the
stupidity of Justice. To show how much more con-
science and feeling murderers have than judges, the
boy then wrote his confession, and murdered hoth
the girl and himself by suicide-compact. What in
face of this the lawyer expected to gain by destroy-
ing the confes_sion when he found their bodies is dif-
ficult to see, since the suicides would surely be iden-
tified. The play is distinguished by production and
acting beyond Titg deserts, the Wanda of Hilda

Maude being Particularly well performed. She
realised the incredible,

* #
The only play by Conrad with which I was previ-
ously acquainted was Zhe Secret Agent, a
thoroughly. unsatisfactory dramatisation of -the
most unsatisfying of his novels. One Day Move,
a one-act play—hoth scenes occur in the same place
—much more truly represents both the spirit and
craftsmanship of Conrad. The Playroom Six are
rightly proud of the honour of producing it, and they
act 1n full consciousness of thejr right. In a small
seaport Captain Hagberd, retired coasting skipper,
and Josiah Carvil, formerly ship-builder, now wid-
ower and blind beggar, live next door to one another,
The captain despises the blind man for his extrava-
gance and tyranny over his daughter, while the
blind Carvil hates the captain for a madman who
cannot realise that the son who ran away to sea six-
teen years before is drowned. Between the two of
them Bessie Carvil, the blind man’s daughter, has
not much to make life worth while, Bessie Carvil is
the figure about which the whole play—in the manner
that all Conrad’s misty universes turn round central

figures—moves.  She is the inarticulate soul tossed |
on the sea of life, and gradually beaten to death oo
the rocks. She 1s the mute creature who can be
revealed only in terms of her environment. \Vlth?‘it §
even having had a friend of her own age, boy or gir E,g
she submits to her fate of serving the blind tyrant:
like a slave, and humouring the mad captain in hl: ’
pathetic faith, since he is equally a tyrant b_efOf. {
cvery opinion but his. She wastes her youth listen-
ing obediently to their follies.

The one hope that holds life together for her is the j
hope she has grown to share with the mad Capt?lm;a |
that Harry Carvil will come back and turn out ol
dream prodigal his father believes in, that the yOllan 1
will marry her as his father plans, and make a wom ., 3
of her. ﬁarry Carvil does come back, but nolt)e 1
marry ; to love for an hour, perhaps, certainly to beg; )
borrow or stéal five pounds from the old man, aII—II Al
afterwards to take to his wanderer’s way agalin. bat !
offers fidelity neither to women nor even ships, e |
only to the sea. The sea has won him, and socl i
cannot reclaim him. When his father, failing el
recognise him, drives him away as a lout frombel; !
town come to taunt and torment him, Harry Hag ic-'.-lg
decides to impose on the woman’s heart in BI%SS ol
She gives him his fare back to London, and yie thC- |
his kiss, seeing, but incapable of saying, that ¢ toly
for her, hope dies. She goes back to her tyran o "
obey, and to her lunatic to humour him in hlS“tO‘ ‘
shaken faith that his boy’s home-coming will be s
morrow.’’ Here are characters to make the actorvz’;
heart leap. The producer and cast of the play ha o
tackled them in earnest. The blind old ]051.‘1}1 |
Carvil of Percy Goodyer made one shudder Wlsic
understanding of the whole existence which Besth? f‘i
Carvil suffered under his tyranny. One feltf it 1
whole tragedy of age ruling youth by the rod 0 od
own infirmity. Charles Bennett performed I—'Ia 2ol
Hagberd in a manner that reflected hard work ae 1
study, and justified them. Bessie Carvil was UI} &
taken by an actress who had studied her part ;eef
the soles of her feet to her crown. Had her il
been differently shod the rendering would have o
fered. ~To what extent it was unconsmoustsl
planned I do not know, but there were momezl el
Peggy Ashcroft’s performance that appealed Oal'fy
refined sense for acting. When she kissed thrill
Carvil, for example, there was just a second’s hef
that the mute soul might awake and fight fOI’i s
man, fight the sea in the sailor’s heart where cal?
strongest. It was a veritable Conrad m.OOXEan 1
darkening the night by lighting it for one ins pr0;

On these two productions I congratulate the D i
ducer, Mr. Ralph Neale, heartily, and if he al’faﬂcD o
the subtleness such as I have just mentioned mal
gratulate him again. They are what the very (5:0 ¢
stage for a theatre in which the audience €9 ¢,
armed, not with binoculars, but with mxcrO?C"ig 6
must have. The address of the Playroom SiX
New Compton Street, Cambridge Circus, W.C- 3

PAUL BANK®

sins
my own father, dro‘vgﬁit; ]
to-day on his own veranda, too old now for a oL c"*r
A terse dictum of his was in my mind, ¢ I made ﬂ’ﬁ oth%
I wanted for my poor hills; made it and then foun 1 i
men wanted the same.” I remembered, too, a trl(:]f‘ter’ tI"l
played upon him a year ago. 2

““ He reminded me of

Tt was the night ale =
sale, and I had come home with a pocketful of samp e{’e
laid the samples before him. One by one he fingere the
intently, for he goes now more by touch than sight ‘2 Ld'
Mmatters, At last I gave him his own: ‘ That is ad Ul"
sample,” he said, ‘ a very even sample.” He pause® g

> : {
denly, then he pushed the wool away from him \Vlté‘lei th‘;,
gesture, half-disgust, half-weariness, I have han fe: o
wool,” he said, ‘too often and too long.” Anc !

into one of the silences habitual to him.”—The Comtz{]?i,nsoﬂ'
*“ Folk at a New Zealand Wool Sale,” By F. Hutc
Junior.
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Fidelio*.

A story that might easily be banal. Stock figures
of the stage. All so true to type that they may
safely he assumed to dwell in the general conscious-
11€ss as common fantasies of mankind. And for this
T€ason, perceived by genius to be capable of express-
ing depths of the human heart; as in other hands they
would express cloying sentiment, cynical burlesque,
Sportive playfulness.  Such is Fidelio.

In brief: F lorestan, imprisoned by an unscrupu-
‘ous and powerful enemy ; his wife, Leonora, refus-
Ing to believe the rumours of his death, abandoning
seclusion in single-minded devotion to his discovery
and release. The tyrant, Don Pizarro, with appetite
whetted by success, proposing to murder his prisoner
in cold blood, sooner than allow his release by Don

ernando, the Minister of State, who has heard of
Strange doings at the castle, The faithful wife, dis-
guised in male attire as Fidelio, and appointed
assistant gaoler, intervening at risk of her life, and
Presenting a pistol at Pizarro’s head. The arrival at
that moment of Don Fernando, announced by
trumpet from the castle walls, Discomfiture of the
villain, Discovery of long-past boyhood friendship

ctween the Minister of State and the released
Prisoner.  Rapturous reunion of husband and wife,
amid public rejoicing; and the liberation of other
Victims of Pizarro’s tyranny.

All is set in a gentle atmosphere, with a humane
g,aoler~t1}ough involved in his master’s crimes ; and
s cha.rmmg daughter, diverted from her wooer by
the attraction of the male-impersonating wife. The
ew assistant pleads that the prisoners be granted a
Sight of the sun and the good earth ; whereupon the
?,001’ dazzled creatures are brought out blinking and
t“‘d.dlmg together, their feelings mounting from
eeé'“ﬁed whisperings and cowerings to subdued
o stasy, as their lungs inhale freshness and their

ISIon 15 ravished by the sun’s radiance in the
Barden,
T Ih,e genius of Beethoven, restrained to a charm-
th% Z’mpllmty m all that serves as background to
< ‘uﬂl theme of freedom’§ passion and of con-
Con?ty’ moves warm and intimate in the human
Rbe acts, flexible to every heightening of emotion—
moerhfemOV}ng the hero and heroine from com-

. nk_umamty_ Always the great human sea is

Saxing upon the individual shore.

Shint elnﬁt € prisoners emerge from their cells, the
musiral gures of the story are submerged mn a
transc'ztl' €xpression of the poor creatures’ emotional
5 ainl 1on from terror to rapture, so beautiful and
long .2 modified to the broken strength of those
al %hCUt off from the stream of common life, that
S ekPaSSIOH of the human soul for freedom from
S8 é’ m(}il of darkness and unnatural restraint,
Owghm tt € cars of the listener as the voice of his
filleg \ea_lrd, with a quality of trees rustling in a sun-
af h".m » When a new Spring has clothed them

r_f;s 10 shining glory,
thathe Opera has not quite the same perfection after
conf: pPomnt. The bolt has been shot; and a certain
Oement to the theatrica] conyentions marks the
s the theme of constancy is rendered
nOr%nf\T‘“?nt _homage.m the famous overture, Leo-
he(l 2- 2, Intervening between the two scenes of

ast Act.

Dl'z?- Fidelio,” Beethoven’s only opera, he dis-
p‘( ¥s the same quality that distinguishes the sym-
L onies from all other great music: he does not
Cosman s 18 never other-worldly. Humanity is the
m{;}l’os for him; he descends through all veils of
angl frailty "to profound depths of the heart,
¢ finds the miracle of the world there.

*
Wag In celebration of Beethoven’s Centenary, ‘“ Fidelio "
(luhrl)"rformed at Covent Garden on Thursday, May 19, con-
°d by Bruno Walter,

Human experience is for him unendingly significant,
In the human heart are all gods and devils, all
storms and all ecstasy. We had guessed it was so
from the symphonies: it is explicit in ‘‘ Fidelio ”’;
where, without loss of simplicity, a poignant under-
tone—the eternal stream of human experience—
flows with insistent rhythm, in unfailing awareness
of abysmal past and abysmal future in the slight in-
ident of the moment.
f W.T.S.

Reviews.

China and the Nations. By Wong Ching-wai. (Mar-
tin Hopkinson. 7s. 6d.)

As an official statement of Nationalist policy, this
book has an authority which its more comical as-
sertions—such as that England robbed China of
Burma—might tempt us to deny. It recapitulates
China’s diplomatic history since the Opium War,
and shows how the foreigner has used his power
to secure ‘“rights’’ which further his economic
penetration of the country. To the acquisition of
these rights ‘‘ the Chinese people never has con-
sented.”” Neither has it refused its assent. Fo’{
up to the time of the Republic *‘ the Chinese people '
had little say in the matter. At first the Republic
was welcomed as a sign of progress by the Treaty
Powers. But as soon as it showed signs of real in-
dependence it was scotched by a militarist, Yuan
Shih-Kai, who was suspected of receiving something
more than counsel from the foreigner. Hencefthe
present animosity of the Nationalists towards Bo;-
eigners. Hence, too, their sympathy towards ! ol-
shevist Russia, which, alone among the Western
nations, has renounced its rights in China.

ign Mis-
ianity in China: An Exposure of Foreign
chri?iloalgfy lnt Walter Mann.  (Pioneer Press.

64 pp. 6d.) . T
This is a concise, lucid, and well documen Be;

summary of the case against foreign missions.
ginning }v]vith a chapter on the Jesuits 1n ghtnzﬁio%;.
Mann describes the Tai-Ping and Boxer Rebe ces:
discusses the problem of Extrate;ntonah}t}y, Ba'rl;le -
tor worship, and the ‘*‘ broadcasting of the B o
from the point of view of the Secular Society, “E e
has issued this pamphlet. The expenditure 8 e
chief western countries on foreign m;ssmnsh et f
the War is estimated to have been not far s Olg'b(l)e
410,000,000 a year. American and British Bi :
societies are reported to have circulated 50418r211-
lion copies of the Bible in whole or part Slbnced'stri-'
and this is omitting account of the number 'elties
buted by the thirty or modrelilggstsgr:agesgﬁlimaté
There is an interesting side- o c
destination of these books. Mr. 'Ielchcrinan,fo?lr;)eng-
our Consular cfficials in China, 1s quoted as :

“ One often hears of statistics of the largle:i .mlx)m{be.rt ?E
copies disposed of, not given away, ;but sc()i. 5 u1 (:r J
not stated in explanation that the books ?re : |sp:zlse( s\
cheaply that they are sometimes boug 1t) crn’l )10 {):'l})(.r
they contain, and used in the manufacture of the soles of

Chinese shoes.”’ . : »
A curious reaction to Christian teaching is quoted
from the Rev. E. J. Hardy’s ‘‘ John Chinaman at
Home "’ : ““ To a missionary who had descnh?ryl.the
death of our Saviour, a Chinese remarked, l..hat.
Jesus Christ plenty big fool.””” The same writer
quotes the following sentiment of the people as
well :

““ We have no objection to Jesus; dqubtlcss: he was
good. Make an image of Him and put it by the side o
:ur Gads’, and we will knock our heads before Him o
well as before them. Some advantage may come from
so doing.”

Sir Henry Norman is quoted as asserting that con-

version to Christianity is looked upon as a means of
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an easier livelihood. One Chinese servant, being
asked by his late master what new job he was work-
ing at, received the answer, ‘‘ My have got that
Jesus pidgin.””” (‘‘ Peoples and Politics of the Far
East.””) Sir Henry comments:

‘“ He was no more intentionally irreverent in saying -

this than I am in quoting it; he rperely meant that the
profession of Christianity, with its comfortable con-
comitants, was his new occupation.”

Most missionaries nowadays have medical know-
ledge, and large numbers of Chinese attend the mis-
sions in order to get advice and medicine. Major H.
Knollys (‘‘ English Life in China ’’) describes a ser-
vice. When the sermon had proceeded for a cer-
tain time the congregation gave way to “undis-
guised sighings and naive yawnings,”’ holding up
empty medicine bottles and cups to the light, saying
as plainly as spoken words, ‘“ About time to finish
your harangue; let us get on to the salves, the
potions and the boluses.”’ Mr. Mann is, of
course, speaking to his own brief, but it is temper-
ately done, and he is to be congratulated on an
informing and entertaining piece of work.

Selitaria. By V. V. Rozanov. Translated by S. S.
Koteliansky. (Wishart. 12s. 6d.)

Even from these little scraps and fragments, for
that is all they are, it is plain that Rozanov had a
mind crystal clear, eager to express itself, to share
the realities of its experience with the dullards who
are the rest of us. Jean Cocteau writes in the same
confident way, though without the note of weari-
ness and tragedy. But why have a friendly reader,
asks Rozanov?

Do I write for the reader? No, I write for myself.

* Why then do you publish ?

They pay for it.

The subjective has coincided with an external circum-
stance.

Thus occurs literature. And only thus.

Written down at all odd times, in the oddest places,
on bits of paper wonderfully saved from massacre,
these thoughts of his hit us in the face with their
actuality, and make us ashamed for spending so
much of our time in a mimicry or custom of life.
““ What do you love, then, queer fellows?” My
dreams.” That was Rozanov. And .not even

leader-writing on the Novoe Vrzemya could rob him
of that kingdom.

The Paris Embassy. By Beckles Willson. (Benn.

25s.)
~Major Beckles

Willson is in the pleasant succes-
sion of

modern historians who realise that they
have no business to add to the tiresomeness of the
world, whose accumulation of past incident grows
€Ver more oppressive. He gives us here the inside
view of the Hotel Borghese from 1814, when Sir
Chatles Stuart took it over from Napoleon’s
naughty little sister, Pauline, to 1920, when SO
much of the new Europe was already beginning to
wear somewhat shinily at the elbows.,  There is
plenty to write about, and Major Willson has lived
in France long enough to paint us an English pic-
ture of all kinds of days, fair and foul, within these
confidential walls without challenging ironic criti-
cism from Frenchmen who know their own short.
comings but can still breathe in thankful relief at
the sight of ours. The illustrations might have
been livelier, but it can’t be helped now. f

“Letters to the Editor” should arriye #ot later
than the first post on Saturday morning if intended
for publication in the following week’s issue.
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Popular Composer is prepared to consider gt?od
Snappy Song Lyrics, with a view to arranging_
music for immediate publication. Known or
unknown authors invited to submit MSS, Box 704
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The Key to World Politics.

of world government now being attempted by t
international financiers. Price 1d. (postage 3d.)-

Through Consumption to Prosperity. An Ou_tlmdc
of Major Douglas’s Credit Proposals. Repr""cm’
with additions, from “The New Age" of October 16 “;
1924, Written specially to scrve as an introduction g
the study of the New Economic Theory. Gives i
clear account of its distinguishing x’ealures,'thh J? ¢
sufficient argument to establish a prima facie cased‘;
further investigation. 16 pp. Price 2d. (postage 1d.).
Prices for quantities, including carriage, 6—1/-7

10—1/6 ; 50—6/9 ; 100—11/3 ; 500—50/-.

The Veil of Finance. Reprint in book form of a sct"ff
of articles from ** I'he New Age” by Arthur Bren 9vc'
If a banker appeared on an island under P”'“m]
conditions, and applied to its activities the 1’1"35“.5
laws of “sound finance ”” ; what would happen ? Tl]'s
is the main basis of the author’s analysis and it
application to the costing and pricing laws of moder?
industry, 64pp. Price (paper covers) 6d. ; (bﬂﬁfds)
1s. (postage 1d.).

Socialist “ First-Aid” for Private Enterpl",s.‘%
A reprint of the *Notes” in ‘The New Age os
April 17th, A critical examination of the I.L.F"i,,
* Nationalisation” policy from the **Social Crcd',n
point of view. A useful pamphlet to distribute 1
Labour and other reformist circles.
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A consecutive introductory reading course ’0’}
Social Credit is provided by the following setS
pamphlets :—
SET A.
Comprising :—
Unemployment and Waste (1d.).
The Key to World Politics (1d.). X
Through Consumption to Prosperity
Socialist First Aid (1d.).
Catalogue (gratis).
Post free 6d. the set.
SET B. -
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Set ‘“ A » above.
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Post free 1s. the set.
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