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NOTES OF THE WEEK.

D artj fort
last weeklc\lf by Mr. Philip Snowden in Jokn Bull
Closure 14 Stas announced on its placards as “A Dis-
i den Col?lgig er the Nation,”” Knowing that Mr.

At magnit d(’ 1f he would, make disclosures of
g?t Stagger: d e, we investigated this one. ~We were
art't in ust}iair he article is concerned with abuses
= Cles oF Bhia v s anee system. Like so many

nalySiS’ but us kind it makes a useful enough
o OWdep e 1.makes no use of the analysis.  Mr.
terfsa lce comgarilsieby declaring that the industrial as-
Upo that they ca s are so powerful 1n financial quar-
o 1 financia] n “terrorise the journals which live
ein e “afraid advertisements.”’ - Governments,
as ?g that they ‘hto,tackle this octopus,”” the reason
Stogle SEOTS in T ave to depend on these companies
T <S. - usrfjasury Bills and other Government
§ncgd G ed their power, he says, to stop Mr.
Mtep Llo ; 2
he oyd George did not originally

"'gaéth insﬁlr::;? have anything to do with National
My 1l to a]loce’ but they compelled him to amend
- Snowde, oW them to become approved societies.

e i €n comments : —

1 < touch %h?cmm"cd all these facts to show that wien
Al trouble pockets of the insurance companies we arc
Nterf, write to t} e companies will not fight oppnly. They
€S with ([],‘i,P-"PPrs: and say that‘xt the (mvernmeqt;
ills or eir business they will not tender for
rnmc“tsL;)bSC“bf{ to Government loans, and so
more effe orrowing dearer. They know more
X eliective ways than that.”
!arg OTity o 5 2; enough for the public to learn on the
”.npé Bnanciy) ]ex'(“hancellor of the Exchequer that

’S€ limits Olouses~have the power, and use it, to
What ]ut the utﬁ'the scope of Parliamentary legisla-
Where < advise ity of the information depends upon
state? My, no\s should be done about it This 15

> = to stgtlden fails. Tt is all very well for a
w e]fs, ut Oﬁ%@r the nation with a conspectus of
oke . Criticig so long as he be not staggere

Public suppo, should properly be directed to

PPort for a definite practical remedy

Sch
d tme. My,

';()‘-'Q

Corge i : LSk
ge including death benefits in his nsur-

for the abuses criticised. Otherwise it fires the boilers
of popular indignation and leaves the public groping
about 1n a cloud of wasted steam. The point of this
reflection will become clear in a moment. But first
we will finish with Mr. Snowden’s indictments.

* » »

The virtue of thrift is being exploited, he remarks,
for commercial profit. At the end of 1020 there wer¢
71} million industrial assurance policies i1t existence
insuring sums aggregating to over @ thousand mil-
lion pounds. The companies and societies together
tad accumulated  funds amounting to _Over
£200,000,000. Last year they received 455 millions
in premiums and paid out Jess than 420 millions in
claims and surrenders.  Then Mr. Snowden dis-
cusses the subject of lapsed policies involving the
confiscation of paid-up premiums.

« I find from the Industrial Assurance Commissioner’s

Reports that three of the biggest companies_doing this

class of insurance business lapsed over two million policies
lapscd 1,312,000 policies

in 1926. The collecting societies 1aps
in the same year, whereas only 278,000 WEre lapsed by
in the 1926 report that o

death. The Commissioner stated i
per cent. of the policies in force lapsed in that year. The

largest of the industrial assurance companies lapsed
1,145,252 policies in 1026, and 073.530 policy-holders lost
every penny they had paid ; while the insignificant number
of 171,713 received free policies worth about one-third 0

the premiums paid.”

These “ robberies,”” as he calls them, contribul}rle to
the high dividends of the companics, which 'ta\\?
steadily progressed, in the case © the larég;lst ?n
them, from go per cent. i 1920 to 90 PEF ¢
1g27—all free of tax. . { A
3 alk of war in 1014, thc

« Since the date of the outbred ) he
total ;nmme of the indusmnl assurance companies has

B * 100,000,000 More than they
cen the colossal sum of over £400,000 : PR
been the colossa 2. For every working day during

ave r i nehts . 3
111”1;((; ltclssr\r:;(f‘lllgrlwof this country P‘”f] ;£>147.l)§3 in pre-
s, and received i TEIED about £45,000! *

Now we come O the gemcdy he proposes. It is for
the * millions Of thcy-holders to wake up and
demand that the Government shall deal with this
grave matter.”” The Government should deal with
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it by appointing a ‘¢ strong Commission of inde-
pendent persons who would not confine their en-
quiry to evidence submitted by the insurance com-
rantes.” He says he has given some attention to
the subject of an all-in insurance, and is convinced
that for a ‘‘ comparatively small addition ’’ to the
premiums now .paid far larger benefits could be
given than at present.

‘“ But the first things to do are those 1 have mentioned
—to get astrong public demand for a Commission on
industrial assurance methods, and then to force the Govern-
ment of the day to act. A General Election is coming. See
that every candidate is heckled on this question, and
pledged to demand the enquiry suggested.”

We are unable to think of a single line of argument
which would not expose the futility of these sug-
gestions. Sporadic heckling : what a weapon! To
begin with, did not Mr. Ramsay MacDonald him-
self, when Prime Minister, protest against the prin-
ciple of candidates giving pledges in respect of
subjects not mncluded in the official Party pro-
gramme? Secondly, even if the industria]l ~assur-
ance enquiry were to be part of the programme of
any Party successful at the poll and every Member
of Parliament were pledged to support "it, what
guarantee would the public have that anything
would be done? All Government programmes are
overladen with promises, and it is the job of a
Cabinet to decide in what order to fulfil them. Mem-
bers of Parliament do not even elect the Cabinet
much less choose subjects of legislation. Further,
leaving aside all such considerations and postulat-
ng a sincere Government intent on Mr. S
policy, by what meang could it overcome the hos-
tile insurance Companies?  He has told us that
they have the power of instituting a money-blockade
against the (;pvernme_nt, also of suborning the
Press and buying public opinion. That is to say
they can get their b ' ,
i n get Wway by a selective process of
c1spensing their credit-power. Is there any way of
preventing their so dispensing it, or if not. of obvi-
ating the consequences? Ip theory there’is. The
SUPI€me power over the dispensing of credit be-
longs, not to the Insurance companies, but to the
banks, Insurance companies collect credit before
dispensing it; but unless the banks create the credit
1t cannot be collected. Therefore, if our hypothe-
tical Government could interest the bankers in Mr.
Lowvden’s reform it could succeed, Bank-finance
would make it independent of insurance-ﬁnance,
and it could both pay its way and overbid the insur-
ance companies for' the allegiance of the news-
papers.  Failing this, the Government might reflect

that the banks” power of creating credit is a dele- "

gated power properly belonging to the com-
mumty, and might decide to create jts own credit.
Never mind the practical difficulties : the point here
1s that when once Mr. Snowden has declared that
gohtnqal methods are powerless against financial
tgpcfgsxiltéon he has made out a case for statesmen
R nancialolﬁspf the political game and enter into the
et s e rllrcl)efsér If ft €y cannot or will not, then

e of the abuses of finance. It

is of no mterest to anyl d

hold s unendurablo ghio y to be exhorted to be-

z n 5 3

incurakle. g8 and be told that it ;g
¥ #*

#*

Newspaper reports at the end of last week have
confirmed our expectation that Sir Austen Chamber-
lain would make a quick recovery. There is nothing
like spending your sick-leave on a busman’s holiday.
The Caribbean Sea, through which he has been
steaming, has more than an ordinary interest for the
British Foreign Office. It is hounded on the south-
west by Panama, on the west by Nicaragua anq
Mexico, and on the south-east by Trinidad—to men-
tion one or two places having a direct or indirect cop.-
nection with naval strategy. ~ We referred, some time

sh
ago, to a book* by Mr. Ludwell Denny on the da{r
between American and British oil policy has said
Denny is an American citizen, and, as such, n diplo-
a great many things about AnglO‘Amen(Cja to very
matic relations which have been referre of these
obscurely, if at all, in London. One or .twowith Sir
are specially worth recording in connection
Austen Chamberlain’s tour, an

worth the attention of students of Britis

esenta’
politics, who will find Mr. Denny’s luigt;{)irning as
tion of facts and their significance as lerl subject €O
a good novel. The background of the imion that
sists in the consensus of authoritative Op President
the next war will be fought on Petrc}:’)'ble that the
Coolidge has said: “It is even Pro *L by the P
supremacy of nations may be detcrmm.‘“; products:
session of available petroleum and %SI versions 01
and there have been many more fOTCfe 111css ohtlcz
this opinion voiced by ~officials © real infl efi‘?es"
responsibility, though probably more €y . Al ]eS
Lord 'Curzon said, after the laSt,w,?r'so it beco f
floated to victory on a wave of oﬂh distribution %
a momentous question to forecast t etes ir
new oil properties. Mr. Denny %uo a5 the
Mackay Edgar, whom he describes
petroleum banker, as follows: — =
‘“ America has recklessly, and in Sou)l,d ha
a legacy that, properly conserved, SROW \ierican®
at least a century and a half. Just “q much oil P¢ poi
become accustomed to use zo times a:ust when. the A of
as is used in Great Britain . - J !
has been reached wlhcr;z Oi}n(i:?e
money controlling oil—the Unite up AN et .
sourcc):, of domestic supply beginning I§ggdr)tlhep marLgmeS
approaching when, instead of Tl with other ¢ Bri /
the world, she will have to compete . hela lhs
for her share of the crude product. .'U,zloil ﬁeld" M’e,
position is impregnable. All the kno? 1o Unite ,,;eﬂto
likely or probable oilfieids, 01"""1‘};0;::'51; manee fies.) |
itself, are in British hands or under DUITRE A, jtal] f
control, or financed by Bri!i:ch CaP”_"t}‘] having lnln' A
Mr. Denny credits Lord Fisher w1 this situat! ote?
the train of events that have led toachiﬂg the EOV /
early as 1882 Lord Fisher was pret o British 2l
alities of oil for naval purposes to ntages Cfolly
ment. He enumerated all 1ts a.dvaacrimin I g
ing with the opinion that : It 15 poard 2. . over’,
allow another pound of coal on who dlstheﬂ .
ship.” It was Lord Fisher, to%ing was o Corlﬂ
Deterding. Henri W. A. Deter h Petrolet ot
Holland clerk in the Royal DUl .qtlemal
pany. The Admiral described tl1i5 audacle
overnment as ‘‘ NapoleoniC l?neSS-” I int? il
Cromwellian in his thorougal*>y pytch o ¢

extended the holdings of the ltzl(ljg’aBritiSl;I .Com

hrough

. ey inSt™" g
ntrols mogn)(’is her Ctimg

d States

e
d ies. He merged _She ed®
ozen countries. H aited Dutch Sfor ‘ncr‘tiﬁe[:j
group with it, making a u rranged I sh A
the strongest in the world. He aame a Brit . e
British capital control. He beﬁ'm Gir Hen ie B
The British Government made U™ 2%, 'ma
then,”” says Mr. Denny, ‘* he beg2 2ty
foreign policy.” 4 = Omm(';‘jﬂpro’
! co 1d Prae
owil or 1
The following figures are t]felf 2 theuw Cqmi%ffd
on what has happened since. ]gutc ,-Shelr ~4iv
duction of petroleum by the els pe 2-165’:/
was at the rate of 344,200 ba(l;lg 2 1,000
between the following oil-bearf’e == 1;0100"
United States A i 1 T 125'%3
SXICO! coushilonisadeparmimnnnans s 2o e
Venezuela """"""" [’ogg
ALgenting.  ...oapssnsarn il T 12'200
Lrinidadl o5 B AR 32,
Roumania .........ceesreseess """ 70 L0 557400
BEYDE  covveniipin.. 0ol G N 136 2
Neth. East Indies: .= "0 ot /,,ot%«l
DABAWAIE: s0smenisisen-sgitesimnmz e

Tt We Fiht bor Gl BY

8 ;\?l' Vl"'ighl‘ For Oil.”
Knopf, New Yorlk.)
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gccl)gumnally, the allied Anglo-Persian Combine was
3 Goouc'mg 100,000 barrels per day in Persia and
out tu.l Argentina. Thus the ~ British-controlled
Ty’ amounted to 446,800 barrels per %ay. hThe

S 1,349,500 barrels per day, hence

tthierd rltlos?‘controued grsoportion waP; about one-
account d the rest the Standard (U.S.A.) Combine
£ eXae Cfor 582,700 barrels, and the “ Gulf *’ and
this witls1 tl iporation = 320,000 barrels.  Contrast
Preach ¢« 1 ,f,a.Ct that when Admiral Fisher began to
Wworld’g ! In 1882, the American control of the
arrelg a%rg)l?alif;on Wwas 30 million out of 35 million

* = #*

eutggororducﬁ!on al(‘)ne'is not the measure of power.
aNother ,%eap ical distribution of the production is
Power asure.  There is yet another, the reserve
lmportanczroducthn. From these points of view the
Ve on of a statement made by the Financial
o ebruar‘}‘f 24, 1920, will be ’r’namfest. It
Htain’g « &> @ " modest estimate tha;lt Great
SOurceg Present command of the world’s oil e
Chtirery, 1S t0 no less than 75 per cent. of their
Chtere ’ Eompare_d with 2 per cent. when that country
€ war.” So John Bull can hustle some
fon =S OCcasion. "An ironic feature of the
: Dutc lsst ¢ fact, shown in the above table, that
Staeg its irhell Interests control fields in the United
e and are helping to drain that country to
Deterdino .40 million barrels a year. Sir Henri
“ 1y » In his annya report in 1920, said : —

leyy, oced hardly pe mentioned that the American petro-
Vas nop oPanies also regliged although too late, that it
Lounty,SUlticient to haye 5 la'rge production in their own
Usin S regards our own group in this respect, its
f Mar been built up primarily on the principle that
Tom e t\iet must be supplied with products_ emanating
gmphica“ 'elds which are most favourably situated geo-
% .~ - We must not be outstripped in this
n A4l new (erritory, Our interests are there-
9"ery\vherg‘ COnsldcrably extended; our geologists are

nd i g any chance of success exists.”’
ga\ral sqijclrms where the “markets”’ spoken of are
Ommel'ci»(]( Sl the strategical aspect of Sir Henrt’s

4 doctrine becomes t
s apparent.

le g

Elnt ri?lltly’ [ x intrigues “and operations of the
Dtensjt ereStS ha\'e aroused a_nimosities of \ya,_-y”]g
\\,aelmy Temroug‘hout the whole period. But, as Mr.
Sitja, 5 coarks’ “the London Ministry apparently
= hap eerned with preventing national animo-
Y, o Préparedness to win any war pro-
3 ge Worlq'Sh animosities.”” In a book called
: truggle for Oil,”” published in 1023,
Drigjqr e ref, °rver, Mr. Pierre I’Espagnol dclla
& é\’e-ermd to a new company formed by At.h}e
thi?tr‘)lle I-Tm(‘“t In 1918 and called The British
thay Cmpap,, fields. " He stated that the policy 0{
Was to secure as much as_possible .0]
es from fract of oil-bearing territory \\h]lct_x
ahd he Work ~p ,CXICO to Ar entina, thus com[)i‘]
e 3k the 1 of the Royal Dutch-Shell in Venezucia
ﬁeldm-gceed nelghbom.hOOd phrd e Canal.'
(o 2 ©say of the British Controlled Oil-

ts
'dr‘bbv-mn”’s?‘ir)|1

(PN AniGa
Bri(-l?nl:ll; a

enSe

¢ t i

S actually surround two-thirds of the

ey are sjtuated in the States ©

15 la Uangy (~0"f"‘“‘ .Ni(':l_rngua, Costa Rica, Pll)?qnnlx:l

Sl Ao Tring ":mlf”l. Venezuela, Peru, Ecuador,
dad.”

out that this company’s cONcessions
ty 1o 1172VS on th t?* or in “close
tp Y 10 the g D7 the sea coas

: \AS eXpresal., J
Sty Cific, :l‘ ‘Lls.sl) chosen them, on both the Atlantic and
th Greq 'Br'[‘:mlti“” in case war should break out
S faln and the United States; for, gyon
¢ Japanese fleet, the British I\.l_v.\.
t0 seize the Panama Canal. All its

units must be in a position to replenish their stores of
fuel without being obliged to make a long detour round
the Magellan Straits.”

Mr. Denny says that the production of this com-
pany has never been large, its total output during
1927 being less than 2} million barrels. In some
respects its operations have been ‘‘ financially dis-
astrous,” but he suggests that this is to be ex-
plained on the hypothesis, which he says that Amer:i-
cans believe, that ‘‘ much of the land was acquired
and 1s retained, for strategic purposes, with the
knowledge that oil is not present.”
* #* *

The great change that has taken place in the il
situation is generally agreed to have been due to
the fact that the British Government, once lcon--
vinced of the vital importance of oil, broke C?ﬁn
away from tradition and entered itself mto1 e
husiness of concession-hunting. It toolf‘ a gng
time for the idea to mature in action, but }tl e gl’cltl?‘f
took place, and long before Washington t oubt te:—
countering or copying it. To-day Amqucianbzcz; i5;?
men e i e e
Britain fs in the game for oW e
%;;a?:)rf;rglﬁis. American dollar-power is impotent

ties that have fallen
rer or buy out any proper R
fgt;e(t:}?g ehrands oyf British subjects, gr r;ci)nsiggués greo-
L terrli[tony 2 ;tirna%’tigr?tﬁ?y %e tolerated 1n
. Dollar pene L &
fg«igoriiat;i almost any other form ~f concession, b
5 < Y

iple ex-
when it comes to such a propertly_ as é?gé;l{):f o
tract of inilitary supremacy, behold a f At
rocess—sterling  borings in dol gr s
{')Vashington has not known what to zharges e
hanoe Notes with Londop_contalrlnn%ne e
Gt ¥ harges of bad faith. n o et
C‘Ountmi)(t:z sriment challenged the Bri ilan i
c?it\fligfi:on oprear East spoils (Mestogmismone e
he oround that the Umtegl States, e
%Xll(lgie?i victors should nf‘l»t ‘ugsaﬁlssggsequences 3
e p'easvfearff’omlt; ]pe)rotest served to éi etlél yatrl:e
assocmtlofni\?}ltion’.s ratification of thlg ﬂ:lémg aam,i it
{;;eztl}%: in?eantfmc Senator Frank B. kellogg afi” =

itation alive msxd,e
. Standard Oil Interests kept thieaig.lta Lo s

L 3 < t1 s 1v
side Congress Te$pec shich nearly
and outside Congres Wi a document which nearl
nar:;gésa diplomatic_rupture bqe';\;temcnt (appro;ed
cat This was a v that
= 4 Viexico. 0 < lare
States m&d (;\lii(élde) in 1925 10 wl‘]‘mh lzsiﬂ Cbefore the
By i\\I{e':\'icoﬂmv Government Xranscri:a% interference if
e Mexicc o t e cican
DI hlnted a A 5 . l\/Ie'\lCa
world, .Ofl::;:nd international Obhgﬁtl]o?tsis borne 11
e o Cliieyoil politics. WC¥in the Dutch-
POLICeS France has a part 1
mind that Fra

ave ntente Wwith
S o cent naval entet
Shell combinat:on, her 1€ Jace as the diplomatic
Britain falls

logttallyg 2 And it is easy to trace
reflection .of't'hcir o1

il ‘e concern, 1n
tion between Mr. Kellogg's cot 5
the associatl betwee
America, about oil,+-and

his concern, before the
which would be lost

world, to outlaw all new Wars,
vorld, !
and won on oil. |
e ed State e Conservatio Board,
Jni ; nservation )
In the United States the C ! :

v staries, 15
hich includes War gnc S Se(t:rct‘o pro'mde tank
\“16{](ali';° the Federal Govcmmggnd reserves to sup-
m ng the ke 4 e )
torace and accumulate undergrotis Future security,
:‘lo.(tb"’ d Commercml Supp

y. iding prin-
= he 7 ihe sole guiding
plement the conomy should be the sstifying Fore fhe
not D{E‘sc‘%t Pﬁel‘r\; oherty, t‘FIf we were to get
ciple.”” Mr o5 1026, sa1d: | : .

Tay 27 o ~ars, there 1s no as
Board on May 27, - ree years, b S s
into another war Wi the petroleum nec y

: ¢ war wi ' rrassment.”’
ance that we \\?ugﬁlat ave B out embarrassm
carry us through : i 5 §

C 1 an elabo-
J o left ourselves no room to add lI“lo tabg
Vienah ntary on all this nonsense. o
fater Comime understand what 1s wrong ¥
; ‘ho
of us W

e ERGR
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economic system, the whole thing is a joke. Perhaps,
another week, we may deal with it seriously, but we
are not now in the mood to do so. Wagner’s picture
of Niirnberg torn in rioting because a glow-worm
could not find his mate, i1s the nearest analogy that
comes to mind. Here is the whole world on the
verge of suicide because it cannot discover the true

cost of a cabbage.
* * *

The Age of Plenty, September issue, submits to
its readers a ‘‘ Questionnaire to Candidates ’’ and
the matter for a leaflet, both for use in view of the
next General Election. The first contains six ques-
tions, the last two of which require the candidate to
pledge himself to demand an ‘¢ impartial public
inquiry into the present financial system ’’ and to.
make that object prominent in his election address
and public speeches. The leaflet is intended for
the electors, and insists that the economic impasse
arises from a ‘‘ great shortage of purchasing power
(money).”” The idea is to submit the Questionnaire
to the candidates as soon as possible, and, after
receiving their replies, to include in the leaflet advice
to the electors in each constituency as to which can-
didate to vote for. Accepting for the moment the
efficacy of political action, this plan is logical
enough, but to secure its object would involve the
expenditure of a good deal of money and time
many times more than the whole movement for credit
reform is capable of investing. It probably could
not supply an average of more than one active
worker for each constituency. Of course, an
pohtlcal. propaganda, however modest, has a éertaii
advertising value, and is worth conducting on that
account. But when the total power of propaganda
1s so small, it 1s useless to diffuse it over a whole
country if the intention is to exercise political pres-
sure. It should be concentrated. The credit re-
‘f‘orm movement might succeed in bringing about a
surprise result ”’ in a selected constituency if it
employed all its available resources there; but other-
}vI;se tlhe results of 1ts efforts would not be discernible.
selecting a constituency, you would have to be

guided largely by its : G e :
would congen}l’ tﬁ’e 'ts geographical situation (which

in\gcii?av? never concealed the fact of oyr distrust
lcal efforts.  Our reasons are pretty familiar

y nOW’ and Wi
. e have r - :
carlier Note o M eferred to some of therm 1

on the syh Snowden’s article. And whil
A Subject, we c while
the Daily News, whiiﬁ lrlzlsn'force them by reference to

just Statted a“

agitation”’ against the high cost of livip

object of discrediting tf, g, with the

ot € accuracy of
ang index figure and damningythe Ct(zle VCost_-of_
for it. If Mr. Snowden’s and the SCrvatives

agitation are to persist untj] the Electigfll}/h]\/ews’s
distract atten L arc

already two stunts which wil| ttention f
rom

the fundamental evils that the credit re

form i
_ e ; ers w
to emphasise. “Shortage of purchasing powe ;s,l3
they wil] say: ' o

“Why, of course : how can it
;\{::shgghcn the Government statisticians an}c)let?xté}i::
i Colz\npames are nibbling at both ends of your
e }?d be{ore you have time to explain what
e Y a shortage of purchasing power ang
“aused it, the election will be over. Electors

g&?eral’ly Wlfll’ only listen to clear issues—which is an-
other way of saying triyi,] Issues.

C t

As a mere matter of technique, any body ﬂ\:’ l:ﬁsg?els

to create a political effect must advertise | et adver-

and use strategy. The first canon Qf efficien e s
tising is to attract attention. For this reason

g e, 3 1) Campalgn
a good deal to be said for a “Don’t Vote . im-

0
in an election. Directly you advocate that,ay o
mediately distinguish your policy from surpriSing

other competitors for attention. . It 1s neW,k
and intriguing.  You neither offer nor as will asks
thing. “What’s the game?”’ the electol’s,5 {hat the
“Why shouldn’t we vote?”’ Tﬁe answer 1
promises of candidates for 1}?3.1’113.'1:1'1
because the bankers run Parliament. to
body to Parliament is to elect an Of.ﬁieobfoy egy:
Bank of England. Then, on the pOl?sts of perbal
In public speaking the audience cons + cent: &
20 per cent. Party supporters and 80 pefor any €A%
pendents.”’ If a speaker invites VOteswith supP% iy
date he gets embroiled in controver‘}y the non-PaTall
of other candidates in front © cer 0PPOC g
element. But if you, as a SP® tated, you
the candidates on the grounds just Sa ontr
manoeuvre their supporters int
between themselves while you h i o
an impartial chairman of the Péo it, becatse
need you be particularly clever to £ e
didates invariably charge each OtlSe
Fulfil pledges, which is your own ¢a 'by 7
could make a complete speech simp y Electio? oW

—
o
o=
=
=

these counter-indictments 1rom t of your have
dresses without needing to add 2 ‘;Orthat theyu cal
except perhaps the laconic comrﬁgr Then Yohropl"
all spoken the truth l())f eaC;ili’é i this ecSSarllry
allay bad feeling by sayll . pot 1NEC ek
phenomenon of pledge-breakmdguelsto lack Ofdpiﬂ the

due to lack of sincerity, but 15 realise

That lack of power is already Cleaﬂg” needs ewrﬁp to
case of private members and hz:;us be sho
sising. But the powerlessness

extend up to the Cabinets.

:_/’/’/ %
< 100775
im]tﬂ S)'
than 590 gres
. R nest men Lo - Cons ) ?
“ T would rather have 50 20 Trades Umonn e 8007 o
—(Mr. Herbert Smith at the tha chdiie

ily ha
that because the 50 are more €as y - mpor "t{,"c o
en no 1! all 2 el

- has be S T
‘*“ In general, however, there lT'i-zs or financeds “con
in British trade, employment pr! ing positio
latter being in a rather discourag
and Finance, July 27, 1928. o
m to-day

. 8}
& r s hef'
“ sserve -system €008 iy intipert
The Federal Re ice level, not ing E i (e

ta
a

v

g B 1518
)‘Crclsefc Ulll

powerful influence over the pr! as well rder “and
States, but in other countries ©° 1 financ! 1] ()14 not gnd
<1 as the IS 5, haS “ag = f

‘“ With the reduction Of_C"‘I)l,t-'ll]l,,-n;rt:ldcsv th:[],(vjlcti”i}Ln'opctl“’
day in the cotton and engmeu:ngt at rec '_’(:ntuﬂ’ 4; fo‘"’li,:l
where been so drastic an atte h by the Lcd n ‘Tc P:uln'
which has been carried throug g5 fOrMO 2 t;( b

0!

ertaking,

Corporation, Ltd. The und 5510N¢ “0 |
X »(\bb 3 —, )
onc - tion gﬁ of ﬁ;li,qud

operation of certain timber ¢

e ic S . shar ( Lot
Government, offered for pubm)l.cfcrenct ?]f‘it ‘OLEIUI'I""{’as?‘r'\'
tive participating 8 per cent: -lt year’s PO e inc Iﬁ‘“{ﬂﬂ%
it being expected that the fIIS® 7 % sces W e L i

.v 10SS
’ av 5
to £125,000. Unfortunately, hlcvc;{r it had
at the end of the last financld 085
)

to reduce the capital by £:’7f ’I‘r:L)lst, whit ary v
capital is held by the Century | sing (¢ n‘cnnv, du(‘lhf‘fl],
writing down of 420,000 SMERTGr one By of yre ity
possession, to the nominal VAUE - es h(-ch"]d""of of x"vg
cancellation of 80,000 ord‘”:fl%n:enfe 2 1ﬂ]l ctio? o to [3‘,;111(7‘
issued by the Trust. The Pré.="iie "“‘1 res "'l,uﬁilﬁldtcﬂ(lu

fore not required to sh:n‘C. :,':_rerc-nc‘(" sfu‘tur(’ vel fog J{‘\I'
Arrears of dividend on the P Je stocks © g a n%eall g ol
by the issue of dividend incOml. - 0‘]_1;:‘[1¢1 o e fo"iur:,
devoted to their "(‘d"ll1l)t“"]',,(,5_ 1 2 b Javer o

in reconstruction.  Its ;‘gusint‘c the "‘_'Onn'ol pro
company’s earning c«’lpﬂt“,ty Jowers f ./_'t]
shareholders, beyond th"”—LIu'l'en(lcl'U‘-'
practical purposes, been =

June, 1928.
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Autumn Leaves.
By Ben Wilson.

\vitgh:nrcrllon}t)h of August, when journalists are at their
turn to b Wl_at to write about, 1s the time when they

rought tCl>oxs. But the month is out, and September

elene Al;”.l a wealth of topics, from a godsend like

obot. p e}le to the opening of a meeting by a
week wa. te}: 1aps the choicest of all the events of last
Ing pa es © Ieport given in a leading London even-
cro Iivr-o.f the “battle’’ between the police and the
Seeing Halltlng outside the Old Bailey 1n the hope of
ing 3 g o0€ Adele.  The crowd insisted on form-
only tgueue,. Which the police continually broke up,
Quite nai.seel 1t form again, The report referred
line 54 « c‘l,? y to t,he crowd’s attempts to form into
Uup the 1sorder,”” and to the policemen’s breaking

efies cgueu@ as efforts “to restore order.” This
the s<:hool?ment at a time when it is plain that drill in
tion i, playgmunq 1s mainly intended as prepara-
tumn to ¢po future habit of veuing. On Friday, to
that 1, € Coury Gazette, the news came from Cairo
Visited 4}, rl?)ce of Wales and the Duke of Gloucester
ANXioyg tg yramids, The Duke of Gloucester was
Was diss see the inside of the Great Pyramid, “but
fort » >Suaded by his staff because of the discom-
GIOuCest © the Prince of Wales and the Duke of
the Princer ascended the pyramid, a guide following

w e C With golf clubs and some mud.

. e i
drive a I.)”nc(.‘ made a tee from the mud and made a fine
. A8ainst the wing."

1S matt . X .
Pape, whatter 15 copied from a loyal London news-

o e lntOse Proprietor, Lord Beaverbrook, is famous
{deas ~ prest taken by his papers in literature and
1Itf for Use be T€ason for recording it here is to preserve

f LR
tg .35 Seeﬁls uture Egyptologists if it is confirmed.

by ave beenpfobab]e, Lord Beaverbrook proves

a the victim of a practical joke
doupy " SScaped  lunatic in Cairo,p he will no
o o pr?bhs]-] a correction. The third important
¢ hed Lews 1 that Sir Arthur Conan Doyle has in-
booj OSeDhorC Beaverbrook’s emissary that the ghost
iook for h; onrad has asked Sir Arthur to finish a
" Spiritye It seems quite impossible for faith
Ualism tq survive that.
Th

€ * = *
J-Osherw'great financial success—for it could hardly be
thst ICED) paiis The Well of ZLoneliness had only
anelrl ereeal-lsed when the newspapers, continuing
n A tagpay ot in literature and purity (both of morals
DA One of them 1s a

Se“O

e
e / Seized t
Blgy0titled Wo other books.

ke Life of H.R.H. the Duke of

07 0 . . 4
Regt d b;zlg/z, by Laurencg Housman, which is sug-
2 aOrd eaverbrook to mention episodes 1
1S in éeal royal personage, the publishing of
the Plation | OUbtful taste. Let us pass over any
tl’le foairs fo trace an ana]ogy between publgsh}ng
© ;2 dead duke ag fiction and publishing
et us Prince of Wales on the Pyramids
ous Tather take advantage of the side-
eP?lrrlt ord Beaverbrook’s magnificent 11111-
d thig ponent.  Mr. Horace Thorogood, Who
that 00k almost at jts appearance, at once

iographical details in the life of
brid Jucen Vi ke of Flamborough identified him
o I“IO\VICth’a’S cousin, the late Duke of Cam-
g I}rll'an Wit} did Lorg Beaverbrook know that the
Wag I\;IS'[ ry tlh Such uncanny knowledge of court life
anjer, Horag, he would at once identify the duke
ol lesati()n Oafce Thorogood? ~ What an amazing
Sitle ;@ map \iRiscience must be at the beck and
he 1y et r it?r}zaztcar% take every new (lilovlelb a_ttn
1S ~ats of any living or dead celebrity.
Y DUblslshed by ﬂ}lrel :;nge publisher as The

h “Onelineg,
Q
rl]ent O?ther

bOOk’ * »
neWSDaperwhl.Ch has received the advertise-

Ispleasure is a biography In

novel and dialogue form by Mr. C. E. Bechofer
Roberts, the subject being Charles Dickens.  Mr.
Roberts makes a claim to having begun in good
faith, and defends himself on the ground that he
would have done a genuine, whole truth and nothing
but the truth, life of Dickens if Dickens’s descend-
ants had not refused access to letters in their pos-
session for fear the world should learn what they
knew. All the same, it is difficult to see any other
than mere journalistic reasons why Mr. Roberts
should want to wnite a biography of Dickens, and
impossible to see any reason for the publication of
the advance indignation of Dickens’s family other
than advertisement. Newspaper interviewers must
have crowded with open mouths round Mr.
Roberts’s bath, and must have rushed round pell-
mell to report to Dickens’s family what Mr. Roberts
had told them. At all events the idea of taking
Dickens out of hiShtOI(Iilb ;énd ca}l:nglhlr.n a ssz:]];;iglés
ug because the dead man’'s relations s
?nufglrl;nftion about him 1s unworthy of Mr. Roberts.
This writer could, if he would, have become a first-
lass satirist, caring nothing for journalistic coups.
h . irist is that he lights his fires
The mark of the satirist 1s Lig s
nder the false gods which are still worshipped.
%here are villains enough alive and in power to keep

1 7 he full

iri is out of work busy for t
il S?tllyézfti?n}:eoof man. When Dickens’s Iett_illrs
e ren Roberts had two possibie

::N:stgse fg;ggl hl[?é é\gfﬂd have written the best 2;0-
graphy possible, adding See AR mativly e
referring to the forbidden o A
written a satirical novel about

glgsclglgiﬁs. Nobody reveres, worships, n?grﬁsifgi
Dickens on the ground that he wafi i}n B
All the respect he receives 15 base O
first that he wrote readable, humaz:,r L
he exhibited types of human character, il
ﬁzx?e since become adjectives 11 comn‘;eforrner &
and, second, that he wrote partly as a

was as
; e when reform .
well as a novelist, at a tim It is Chesterton’s

7 t is to-day. 3 _
b?("jlly rze\ic}l]idh_szsl and Mr. Roberts's allegaht;ogut{l:ﬁtt
Phl; i;?c?t;xestic Dicﬁens was nc better than g
%o have been will not kill him.

»* * *

every public figuré

e ulc}lllre because his

The English convention
the nicest

' in his sepulchr
be whitewashed 11 o
oulg}t]itof]c; wish to be copnected Onl)éri\:ilcal, e
o le, is silly bourgeois, and hypo e i
pe%:) %1’1 1gensure of Mr. Roberts (cian edlz;mgts l
Sl ickens’s descen :
said 1n C}i]f?féince of Dic e cte]e]bé‘lfsibéri?a‘%
gffolrts )tl?ritly mongers guessing the v;']%rts iij d P
i tlt?lii bad news, while they (tjokes R
lcile%ree influence anybodyi \\;lhcf aThe e o
of men and women first hand. M

( }]adstonc Offe 1€1 l.l Stallce. A
< IS aI]OtI .

d'lloes chl or Only a,].leged, Of dead Vv lct()] 1ans

1 ] )

ice if their ultra-Vic-

; to have a stunt price 1t TARIL B2 ¢
would dcﬁiigncﬁmts would break down thu‘r o_\‘: nsrs:; ]§
t(i)r;?tgot1sness. Moral snobbery 1s the1 c\lxo\r:ear e,
Eegry of all. Between the man who could s

: enera-
his_family contained no adulterer for ttr(i;]d u%ed A
o aand )the Frenchman who proudly l?h ISHR Dor
t](?PS to his friends as “the mustress [?etter' 5 oy
gl reon " the latter would be the e, -
D)i,cker’ls is of far more, and far M
terest than his descendanfs

up to mnow. they
refuse to allow him the fallnx?%

< of norma] folk t}ll{ey_
i j list makes
have no right to comp%)am A Ui
money out of him DY

debiting him  with fail-
. gt LGS scarcely alleged tzll_a;L
ings he hadmipteci adultery. He probgbéyl 1C
Dickens COMMET oture experience taught Balzac,
2 i{nowth;vtlcthe mystery of abomination for-
namely :
bidden by . the

Seventh Commandmem,“ atrzm
explained in the nursery, where a
never €xp
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were recited, considerably mitigated the severity
of marriage. It is merely alleged that Dickens was
fascinated by an actress, and that he could not keep
away from her. Very well, he was in love with an
actress, and, being born before the time of getting
rid of temptation by yielding to it, he could not keep
away from her. Has that made any difference to
anyone but his relations ?

The Gentleman Who Sold
Matches.

*“ But do you s
. you see the oldest, the one who looks poorest of
‘“ 1
& ghe.one ’\yxth'the grand white beard?
Beddaxfrgjsly’tl “said G;Her Tyl. “ Well, he’s the Great
38 , the one whom we respe
: 1 > wh spect most, first bec:
hg»iazoz:]n iron constitution, and next because he :1ppeeacx:15uf§
oy porchc a%ﬁry great (;leal of thinking in his corner under
e eorch. ey say it’s he who did most to improve our
Tyltyl. MAETERLINCK.

¥ :
nam:iﬁ- tcngnzr t}?ee are gathered together in the
ersation, refreshment

2 , ref ent, or any other
qtlarzznore:t}fon,dthey are like Iongs};oremen Theyv
s n the edge of the world ev i :
L g rld even though it be a
then:vhge the dark-eyed Hebe swiftly mi?}isters to

- How many old worlds have been put right in

=

th i
e fellowship of a glass; how many new worlds have

tumbled to bits : ¢
keeper 15 heard_when the dread voice of the time-

kS e Saee What s i
of mz » holding in his h : :
bu;nt::gh}fs’ asked the Iongshorem?:qdisf Stcl)]me Roxes
 boxes for three-halfpence, The alg})l]erv;]lwkg

: Y Q.

agﬁs_the magic In th
X S (0] Wi £
worked by a child, and S‘(‘fletogden cabinets could be

be answ P here be light!

Wh ered by as soon as [ can Sfr;k?, > CO.UI,(?
at mundane miracle d; can strike a match.
return for the supe hc € dud this beggar peddle in

perhuman task of n)aking‘ a living!

th much fumbling in pockets

each. Change and in

= d ai ter h

: Take this shilling and Cgi\zzl: sr?.
ave a drink with S Sir

few minutes ago had f

1;1-0 the wreckage,
- > that sixpence, and
1r}\«11te(ld Sir Tristram, Wilo, o
) nishe dis ] 2
PTICE O a dissertatio =
g]ovemink;:aigog II::{ Denmark and the Nie?zsocnhet?,:
he would ratheci—nhg::é t'}l;he meek man expostulatéd.
and t : ; e money, as he h o
cernment, & subgr, Tlere was a fine ed ot
things, a’ChOizfl:l ez'lgnaﬁprtgdatmn of the figtngss 1:1;
: =1, inting remotely that hj \Q
3 1s wife
e Wwas a punch i A no
W as in the :
pl}:ﬁilé_ﬁ;ierts that alms are alwaf;)ée ig;nptrudence,
e tSﬁéy ar??g,z}m,M prgdiga]it" mightm s;]y]e
Ne 1S onl 5 Man does nO't live f-o 2oy
g his o8N8t with a longer life. Withoru?;it

VOice th o
nights > : ’!, C] b}e S I y g
g > quietly £ g » With man e d-
qtreets and the 101’1e Sha"'a:& ]uto the Sea Of Lor?(iljoﬂ

thoughts,

Here then was an indiv:
. - ndl\’1 a
ing,on Hampstead Heoth for T ady Hovsan® o
di ’ I, until we reach that ¢; s ieaE
istant perhaps—when we mjg Iooktlme-n()t far
phanalia of soiar systems as a jgke I §aut e ara:
gagds were boxes of matches; the beng(t;:? s .
2 2mgo;1um with complete command of ;ﬁsth‘s
thc;OUgE dgr}comlngs; some factory in Russia hgg-
e nau-ghltvegse channels, brought the prodchané
]OHHShoremsén oyTof Europe under the noses of the
Houston Wagi. [he beggar was wanting what Lady,
ien il beac}};"\lf to give away, and his washing
plucking the strinrrfsfwst = tbe paities & gentl‘;
R of‘?hoo _generosity, and the muddled
Se unconscious jokes, had sent

nervous

England something with which a light could be
1 What an

struck. Change and interchange agan.
international game of hunt-the-thimble—Wit
matches for assistance.

Having now thoroughly cleared the air by s0 pr-ei
senting the case, we must refer to that ggnlas
Jesuit, Bacon. He writes: ‘“1 cannot call rlCh?e
better than the baggage of virtue.” Refererl:ér
must be made also to a recently deceased baﬁlmy
‘who left 42,700,000, and now you will s€& Wét nker
beggar, Lady Houston, Lord Bacon, and the aic to
just mentioned, that we only nced a little mus
make 1t all comic opera. Man can devise ME%0 ot
watch the beating of a flea’s heart; he can € ihe
oil from shale, he can walk on the bottom OSI eci-
ocean and discover some thousands of fresh I:vith
mens of sea life—all this he can do togethetrake a
many other miraculous deeds; yet he Ca’?nolt bour€r
big fork and do the same with money a5 the '2
does in the field with those mounds of nlanu‘ie'

The thing brays with absurdity; touch ‘t.‘touqh
bottom and the problem scarifies the hear™  mic
it at the top and you have no need tO bu)},ead o
papers. What would Rockefeller give for 2 pic Wi
hair? What would our beggar not do for

and two children? .. Genetd

““ We are all chamed to fortune,” Wl"tesrhi e that
““and the chain of one is made of gold, ¥ thi
of another is short and rusty.” Blmdev can’
ghost of security, men heap up what the"lmost aj

: . ]
take with them when they die; that seem® ohin
; et and running " the

bad as buying a railway ticket all 0.
the train. ~ In a right royal fashion beﬁtfmghca"llzf
wisdom contained in that ‘‘old _grcl}?lc’ priﬂcfeth.
hooped wine-cask ’’ called Rabelais, t} . of B
latllghter made his will——probab}y mea’i oreat dct

“ T hav aval sroperty; 1 owe & 2 ¢ t0

ve no available prop! Hé e ot debt ¥ ed

the rest I give to the poor. !

D) ot u
type of man selling matches; he “fld nAn ‘%{:3
away this type from the banquet © : ?ﬁe throtgat
enlightened days, the miserable SCUL iy, b

an dig
hum %efoule cant

penurious Iife is an affront to Fally
refully (2
car Y by thuest‘oﬂ

poverty, with the question &
moralists, by the ‘‘ Samuel Smilers, is a b
and clap-trap of efficiency from banks, rofurlflht%/*h?lt
taken seriously, argues well for the %nev' ont
the superstition that surrounds d cet bY 2. il
society is based on the false standarcs o, ghte*

1s a subject for laughter. But the il
come from Nietzsche’s ¢ first Tenr;l glad }"Ouec 7
Lo £, L4 ccite
Good-night, match-selle ired; you eXCllt‘ifu-lty; y

along; I am sorry you appe
' ; o and
disturb me, you make me cultivate c,l;]_Ve aﬂdtsgettlg
turn me inside out. You make 1me1— 1 canf st be
For if T cannot settle your problen jousto? st Et
my own. In the meantimeé, - d She als® e the
warned of winter’s approaci: se a fot¥
encouraged, as she is learning tou de-
which requires spreading- G
SPRING:
SEE il
Spirit of Spring, if I have an¥ 2
' In poesy, to render int® specch , teach
The meaning of thy beauty wills
What magic lies in thy "Oluptuodil h
Shall I go seek it from the daffo or beseLonch
Dancing beneath thy footstffpim‘,,S the I
The violet in the moss, 1 t(fdcd pill?
Of thy bold sunlight on the ¥° o ing s 5pcﬂ"
e on 0% aned s
8;' shall 1 rnlh’(‘i"r ssf-;glc]%‘vr;dgc};(,lr:(wrﬁgﬂg
Wi 1_1115’ P 1(\)1\11en' all thy 89, aill it
Sv‘llc.l, even WiCT ales musi® gt ing’
Still in my sou srises; € 9 nal o Vi
’]V“Jxe sunless d«"){i gl Jove’s eter oL &
ith all my ta oF
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Views and Reviews.

By Hilderic Cousens.

The 4 .MARXIAN CAPITALISM,
eStructi(;Snth{ of aristocracies appéars to be self-
o .} 1 ussia, u} the most recent pages of its
mendous insltbtoryl’ affords possibly the most tre-
ate selfishp ance in Europe’s experience. Inordin-
OPerating ines>,, added to peculiar incompetence,
Culties, they an environment of outstanding difh-
ruin far mofe reduced the established order to a

4nstocracieg ofcomp,lete than that which befel the
Or even of Iytt ancient Rome, of Bourbon France,
If thoge XIXther-da.V China. It is conceivable that
T€Constryctiq century Tsars, who meditated the
Istituted ¢}, n of their unhappy empire, could have
Make knoy ose reforms which they dared not even
might ha\,en to their nobles, Russia and Europe
Century thine:(:aped catastrophe. But by the XXth
itte dOubtbc? were at such a pass that Count
Saving Ryuq €d whether there existed the means of
that ables‘tswt from collapse.  Such proposals as
eved ng |y of Russian statesmen counselled re-
ad frop, tlette" acknowledgment than Turgot’s had
With the = Court of France. The cellapse came
1 calleq fo a}" . Elsewhere the War destroyed, but
COUnterVa‘-I{TEl mn the industrialised countries great
€ria] andg resources. Russia’s  resources,
ep enishme moral, were consumed almost without
Cientln,t'll One quotation in Mr. Dobb’s book*
Aas ;:nrl ,} idatne,
c"l‘iditi()ny LE? 1016 the railway system was in a grievous
for the 15(,[ “ar-loads of fresh roses came from the Riviera
rograd aristocracy, but in the Viatka Govern-

Ment
A nf N()

r p L SRS .
the Wheat » th Russia there was no means of transporting

bart ¢
b 1rom
"Oughy

S.teadily

abo Some alleviation which loca effort
b WOrht In some districts, .COX]dltIOnS grew
t}?en delaye(?e' The Revolution might perhaps have
My, .00d sy ’lbut it could not have been avoided, 1t
h ?ltrch’ IQIpp}l]CS actually on hand In Petrograd 1n
Se 4. ut 7{ ad been distributed instead of with-
aPped he bonds of society .weakened an

20
2:1‘151 remh'?lthel‘ inducement nor means of com-
chce to - Sai_lcllned by which even half-hearted obedi

a9 >ardom could he preserved. Then, amid a

incre :
igd locg] c2€d by the zeal of factory committees
S.ktlsonalisatiso\rmts  to anticipate the benefits of
T ~0Vemon and industrial democracy, Keren-
Wé,lle.an un ment staggered on, committed to con-
of rdlly resgfp“laf war with ridiculous resources,
Rroy, oting tlllte to kill Germans, practically chary
specnds of hose few leading extremists who, on
Amqes of Lrnciple, were then promoting every
tisorganisation they could

L think of.
Q¢ £ wh 3 t :
b AS\}I]lPled th()en}aﬁgs Lenin. Meanwhile the peasants
O .

D .

Qlooﬁ | baggij h]a.s Wwritten a laborious and excellent
acc*sly-packeéineﬂy on Russian materials. His
an unt ¢ t Pages might be described as an
St @txclsm en years’ eareity aggravatc_d. by
Teg, Stics, Eind ¢ has entered into reports, opinions,
bygret that ¢, '&uments at such length that one can
oy Ueme '€ space has not been provided, either
e"'el}lltt the Worrllqt' Or excision, for more information
Seon SN S of foreign concessions, about the
. eria, the import and export traffic, the
f Russ; ed Army, a survey of the different
on to 13, etc, "He has inserted notes an

quarrml-C ana] Pics of administrative theory an
®lin exsepmerS: With the economics one col

With ex

e .
g | Soc 117? ot,_ they are the economics of scarcity,
Qgf;,Ndeed inge. Hijs work does not exhibit,

y C = € D
: fgxl-ﬂmd not be expected to exhibit, the
Or Ry S required to describe those years
s ssian humanity, but it might well
ayp; an Eeq Vs
Flce D() )n()

Mic Development Since the Revolution.”
outledge, 15s. net.)

have strengthened the few bald references to those
repressive and coercive measures by which the sus-
pected enemy was persecuted or supplies extorted
from the reluctant peasant. His pages give to the
_see-saw of Communist economics the appearance of
inevitability, nay, even of being the necessary conse-
quence of.the impact of respectable principle on a re-
sistant environment.

The principle was Lenin’s.
and declaim, many an expert gives advice, but Lenin
decides, and, since hiz day, I suppose, Stalin.
Lenin's aim was one: a classless society. His prin-
ciple was one—to do anything and everything which
secmed necessary to realise the aim.  Classlessness
appears to have been almost the sole content of his
Utopia. Progress towards that indefinite end
seemed first to entail the disruption of production by
crippling what remained of direction from the centre.
When his friends became the Government, that pro

gress then entailed the destruction of local initiative

by super-centralisation, the supersession of money—

the instrument of personal choice—by as great a
system of State-managed barter as possible. At the
end of the Civil War, the barter-machine was in such
2 mess that Ienin flouted the simon-pure Commun-
its, and let loose the motive of profit by re-introduc-
ing the market and reinstating moneéy (New Economic
Policy). Now he strangles the trade unions, now he
has them restored; at one time the co-operative
organisations are reduced to appendages of ‘the
central Government, at another, they are rq-estab-
lished in independence; now 2 constellation of
bureaus rule all things; now a motley array of trusts
gaily profiteer. At this season the peasants are de-
nounced and coerced, at other times they are courte
and tavoured. Through it all I cannot discern any
device unknown to the Stygian darkness of Westen:
capitalism, but those employed move mhthe ntll?:r
violent oscillations. And the end of t el. po :
appears to be a species of limping Capitalism, t?v
which some Communists gibber and are, consequen y
exiled by Lenin’s spiritual 11(311‘,‘ ‘\\"hll(’._ the others coll :
cole themselves with visions of “ Socialist ac(cjumu.aI
tions >’ and encroaching control.. The In ustrflar
and Provident Societies Acts of this realm appear 1a
more potent and less disagreeable lmpgementlsd ge
social reformation. All Communists an hwou f-ur
revolutionaries should read and re-reac}i] E'f:S?VI a?x
hundred pages. They would dlscovelr_t athlere a8
however they may choose to construe him,

salvation. . ;
Apart from any originality 1n the deyzrq;ubgai;rtl;cll
Russia was to be restore —_and that orlblte ik
have failed to notice—we could have exffc(i: et
such a galaxy of Communist theorzst;g}g L n
have discovered somcI lm:f;ia“ng‘@ﬁtegrating s
: ! : - .
II'IUISt’r’atIl(i\r}jl?Efe‘ff‘ehrazo the Social‘Credlt prop?sals (32
e i 11 community’s increment of goods
S whether home-

nufactures,
vhether food or ma ‘
;jgoduced or imported, as an asset en bloc, and, per

1 5 sumptions as depre-
ontra, all its outgomgs and consumptio depre-
iz'zzz‘ion’ en bloc, and (b) to effect the physical distribu

i ilisatl 1 assets b price-leve
tion and utilisation of its net ass th}:; e

Other leaders write

ratios; the argument, of COlllrse,.:ggagt;m co-operation
other fica e willgen s o I:: point where the dif-

throughout the community to inclinations for
ferent stresses of desires and a i»ﬂ:ort will reach a
necessaries, comforts, leisutes anmember of the com-
reasonable equihbnum'for ea,lldge from Mr. Dobb’s
munity. Now, 1n Russia, ti;?e.lmost prominent diverg-
book and other evidence the minority, townspeople,

’ yeen =
ence of mterest lsdbett};:S majority, peasants, on the

one one Slds'. ?r;plte of theories of smytchka (union
other. And 1~ asant), the endemic conviction

between wor 1t, and above all the peasant

the peasal : ;
has been thathonyp;c.vcrty—strlcken, is someone Wio

who is not W
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is a necessary evil, only to be placated when he can-
not be coerced. In 1923 prices of industrial goods
were so high compared with those for agricultural pro-
ducts, that the “scissors’’ crisis ensued, in which the
former could not be sold, and the latter could not be
bought. Then, by credit restriction and wage cuts
(for all the world like our extreme deflationists), in-
dustrial prices were cut and the “scissors’’ closed.

But in 1925 the trouble was in full blast again. If

space allowed I should like to quote in full Mr.
Dobb’s account of what happened. (Pp. 314-317.)
The crop was not so great as expected, prices of grain
rose after the harvest, the amount put on the market
was much smaller than expected. The buying pro-
gramme of the State purchasing-organisations
was reduced, the programme of export dras-
tically cut. The peasant had more money
than usual and was under less pressure to
sell. In 1924 the grain collections had taken
place under a system of maximum prices, with
the result that even the limited collections planned
had failed to be effected. Now “ directive prices”’
\;vere given out to the buying organisations, and as a
fall had been anticipated the buying was heavy, with
the result that prices went up, especially as one State
%gency often competed against another. So the
buyers, held off, and the private trader stepped in

ought, and resold to the towns at a profit. In anti-
cipation of a good harvest, credit had been expanded,

constructional work embarked on, w
than production, and » Wages rose faster

‘“ as a result by the en
number, not only of
‘modities, showed a
inflation and deprecia

d of the yea i
agricultural %rofh;ti]ee, gtlxlto lcffs z:'Ilel lcr:)(}g-(
rise, and all the signs of a fresh
tion of the currency had appeared.”
k: So Trotsky, Radek, Preobrajensky, Zinoviev, and
fhamenev, Jomed 1n an opposition, began to crir out
that the peasant was being too tenderly treated, that
industry must be expanded, if necessary by borrow-
ipg largely from the outside Capitalism, or by infla-
1?n. The Government actually resorted to deflation
of credit and in the following year “ savings’’ and

economy,”” such as would warm the heart of any

.ilgxchca_pe, appeared as the golden path to safety. It
o ;{n. 1ro}§1'1ca1 commentary on their capitalist faith
et el;ls to flSRueszf of graclel. 1928,1 the Communist con-
a are selling oil, one of their princi-

%ar} i’:sodurces, at cut-prices to the bourgecl;irs)irénf)lf
1g and, and buying in grain, which should be their

i R, fron g ot comers o tat o
Qestioy ch 1t 1s their declared intention to

* In the conditio
ns of the world

a luxu orld to-day a gol g o
to hanrg ifgwi.}f;u‘”“;?s C?n afford—the ggld s%otcxlldc 0};2 ar%eldl;
: ] raults of some tral be Pl e
large n: > 5 central bank. Ser
poi’:}s nth.londl_ gold hoardings maintained for str(':x(t)“:_elsel)"»
Sl e;mem_ely undesirable. The ,‘njgtlcdpl{'-
toat centx?a] dg’f;]];:ss w'oulﬁ b% one in which the heads Ofei;{f;
and elsey S, 1n London, New York, Pari :
TS notﬂﬁf,éf’dm‘.““tq”“?d onetanbiand f;iendqlns’t Be;lu_l,
assistance to eaZhl((),tﬁhm!nat’e friction, but to exgenctl)uz(x.:cti“;
D. Fraser, vicopracany, ‘0. time of need.”_gj, 4
in B“"‘”’"}swﬁ/e P}r;&-ldent of the British I;xst'tSll TN

; eerly, June 2 itute of Bankers,

““In the period of une'ls~n ;
natiqnal organisation of’ t%el)clgg(t}l]:gxeilid\sv
manipulate * European finance almost as i
.\1\7mschel in Frankfort, Solomon in Vienna ey pleased.
Naples might stand firm for Metternich Con’geanf1 Carl in

epression; that did not prevent Nathan in Iig:lgsm' S
dappllng in Liberalism and keeping his eyes open f(])x.on from
Alrl:er;gss with revolutionary Spain or the revolte(]posszlbtlle
ﬁdenclga:f ;3}(310!1]3165, qu(\,S, in Paris, could retain the chln:
rendering toel ourbon Government, while at the same time
guarded the DO‘S(':‘t{IS Philippe financial services which safe.
Todecs: Vari()ugl(\);?.()f the firm after the revolution of 1830,
they supported, the frﬁf the causes and Governments which
on 16 put proﬁ’t b ve brothers of Europe * could be relieq
any financiel Crisis,”e politics and to support each other in

; : —Manches . . 2 ;
Banking Supplement, Tols 26lfcater Guardian Commercial,

aterloo the inter-
allowed them to

New Germany.
By Leopold Spero.

No. 1.—THE BRIGHT FACE

Berlin has achieved, in these day
mons and hard thinking, a distinct:
always asserted loudly enoug
proved her nervous unease 1
definitely the spiritual capita
the more Munich foams at t
more evident the fact becomes.
found her soul at last, an org
ince Frederick of
manufacture one two hund

And where did Berlin
definitely than any fashiona
ming process, a change of
insistent necessity, not assum
Wherefore, her figure
u would never recogn:s€ it
the daughter
who dresses up t
next to nothing a month
and hardly
allowances; yet she is he
ever been before, and oh! ho
in due course, N°
a quiet flooding-in which W
plished fact before we reali
And when Berlin is wealthy,
too powerful for France to check
tended hand of discreet f

I walk with Hans Lachmanll
machine room of the Berliner
founded by his father-in-law,
look at his wonderful new M&-
coppered rollers, Protcan engines .
In odd hours they print © .
them the once famous UZ/%
shakes his handsome head.
jokes in Germany to-day, h
a long time before 4
paper secures the fat cr
In Munich, where tact 1s at
Nationalist vote still swings 2
Stmplicissi
clumsy and ill-conditione
shunds of Fliegende Bl
Jugend are no longer as
sharp temper and baulke
peasant is now reflected 11
1llustrations.
not taken very seriously.
bad mood. and won’t pla
notice any longer.

No such criticism app
German States.
Though Lachmann-
head, and other wise m
fun left in the Reich, t
Germany feels that she
of fun and

OF BERLIN.
s of short C

thereby only

n the matter.
1 of new German

Brandenbur
red years ago- o
‘that 02 young to fight, you will find to your surprisc
de arismg.oe
ed as an eXpers,

proved, yo

to-day 1s like o county 1=

will follow, t Obtrusin?IY’

y ¥y thec

F Mossqiné
. 1 T
achines ig‘{{l ubl1e

o There 1s no d

Outside her oWl

y. But nob©
a
osse W at th

has mlsSCCa tur
is determine £
accounts in a great measur
opularity of all things E
aughed at and despised
ght the world to play
the seria ludi.  That
were accused during the W
stronger than we looked,
amiable magic.
our strength on the footPa
was expending hers on
despite the urgent need
oil the machinery
otficial and unofficia
policy and intent the nee
ball, cricket, hockey and

P 5
‘ treache(?r' peing

1, place “;t
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and cycling and hiking—Iz vie au grand air and

‘plenty of 1t.  And the accompaniment to the new

way of life is the song of the Wandervogel. )
toIf Poincaré only knew what stimulus he has given
with € youth of Germany, which is not concerned
ith theories of politics or economics, but only with
Sp;:cﬁlcal problems of good living, he would begin to
towa %W France must orientate her future conduct
giantr s her giant neighbour. For Germany 1s a
Shed b schoolboy giant, refreshed and strength-
eyed Ydever hard bump on mother earth, clear-
fette and confident, free of all the old shackles which
0 arfed and constrained him. It is no use trying
War nci}.' a German by telling him that he lost the
he will f he was old enough to have been a soldier
discl-ed-co-urteouﬂy explain that there was no great
it in only just failing to lick creation. If he

b is not interested:in the world-war at all,
glilftlsot\l;%] In the future of world-peace. The boys and
Citieg aﬁo g0 so gaily streaming out from the big
napSackOVer the countryside, hatless, 1.1ghtl.y clad,
handg ths on their backs, and stout sticks in their
X ’areeie wandering birds want to live anézl _love.f
(e) . . e , G
forgotten batttllert)it:ﬁ}?ted in the stinking débris

tho ey are interested in life. It might de
Chil‘:ﬂ%}; t that they inherited a bad legacy, being the
Privmg of the War years, sons and daughters oy
the picl?' But on the other hand, they must be
dayg of that bunch. The weaklings of those
Thege Vo little mites, went under by the thousand.
out. youngsters are strong and used to doing with-
f2op Wiou do see sweets and dainties in the Berlin
from 0dows; but they are very much farther off
Were ine wrong side of the plate glass than they
the «« 2 days of old, not only from the children of
Of the o ng classes,”” but from the boys and girls
by the Cultured bourgeoisie. And how difficult 1t 1s,
sify ¢, V&Y, to find a convenient expression to clas-
Rugs;. ©.S0cial divisions of modern Germany- While
€Ty of 1]5 recreating a new kind of inverted snob-
2 e Olshevist class-distinction, Germany i find-
o y Simple road to elimination of such follies,
Hon jg -€velling down, but by levelling up- Educa-
ot ¢ €€ to all, and consequently the artisan can-
ChapeoPlain that his child is restricted In his
Map ¢ > Of success in life, And since the working
<.ona] c%ay 15 fairly good, while that of the profes-
ilst n easses 1S only just approaching a decent sub-
tweep ievel, there is little financial distinction be;
e thin ¢ labourer and the professional man, an¢
o g S Separate their children. 1hey learn from
Slcture tlooks’ they occupy the same seats atﬁ e
el lilnit’ed ley eat much the same food, and they

£ i ince the
life act of the same recreations. And sinc

» 10
that inrathe

Privation—not of the necessaries 0
: v .GErman Government would not permlf
festl.mulus} class ; but of its minor luxuries—acts a2
4 SSiong] to Intelligence, the character of the PIOs
SPayt., . . Classeg 1s bEil"lg strengthened. by thv
', while its influence on the artisan Clﬁz
or i, When the child of the lawyer 3y,
ofOCOIates 1€ artist looks just as longlngly a 1 1ci

t N a confestioner’s window as the chu

£210€ Jo : s
fblis bourgf’ a very close bond of Sympathy 15 €5

1) S e as W€,
t St} ese people are the same 2
: po”fgliman with Ehepcrowbar of the man W1t2
anq ~.° 11i50" And,forthwith he begins to ma'l({:le g
Mg COPies llnterestlng new comrade, and cons! ?f}"
dons l‘nabnal that 15 unfamiliar about him, WhKI
I'»,CtOr’s £ y.thlngs cultured and refin _d. ¢ TIf the
beg SaVs 1y can go in for these notions, S@ can

te e working man: ¢ for 1 know he 1s no
Fooe lhingan I am.” He lives in the same S.tf?et-
15 gF Berlip . and probably pays the same rent.”’
it By, e 'S Setting a standard of culture whic

cfore i1 "Vading into classes largely insensible to
'® War.  Since the sentiment of the

| on the

country is democratic in a social sense which we
simply do not understand in Great Britain, and will
probably refuse to accept for at least another gen-

- eration, certain essentials of life are dealt out fairly.

There is no herding of this or that class into this cr
that quarter, nor any assumption that the poor, by
reason of some mysterious poison 1in their veins,
cannot appreciate decent or even elegant housing
conditions. The new suburbs, such as Schoeneberg,
designed primarily for manual workers, bear the
marks of an ideal which we do not know at all, thatc
of conscious town planning. The burgomasters of
German cities are paid officials of the highest grade
in the civil service, and so are a large majority o
the town councillors. They are not only experts,
but men of very great pride in their position. They
even inherit from pre-war days something cf)fIthe
social arrogance which was the perquisite o1 ?1-

erial officialdom, and compensated so largely of
smallness of salaries. But their pride exp_ll'_%ss'e:
itsell first and foremost 1n 2 sense of duty. + t§1ez',
1S no perfunctory or part-tlme_ocqupath d o :
have to build a new suburb with 1mprovﬂe tourchiel
A e

begin with; and t al 9GS

f:ictg”p?i)de i% their professional title, are ag}’)({;ng,rﬁg
demand the best labour and materials aval 3 >

] i ¢ vou could translate it
very name of ]errybullder, if yo Sl

) to
into German, would oieten for nothing that the

is not :
omaster sick. It i1s 1 _ e
1r):arlgGerman word for architect 15 Baumeister,

ter of building, a man who 18 gomig1 tolg;asxe It;r:let
final say in the costings as well as t 16; pof e
shortly, it may be said that the Ber }nd T
which éives the word to all Germany, 1Ssheeis e
to have the utmost value for the monely’S e
ing on the reconstitution of her people

happiness-

Drama.
Love’s Labour’s Lost: 0ld Vic.

i for .. liovess Labour’s
dee’s argument : i
Logt? !(‘arll)eigng the hrst of .Sha}{es;:ﬁzr:ezsi;tetxﬁgt Sthe
rriti roves nothing 10T % i
Play_\; n;l:t%rp the parson, and the bra_gga;ta,rgglas
SChzgsﬁy ha\;e been derived from Italian
as

how-

; tford. There arc, ;

from th% population of St llity of the play.
ever, other

evidences for the juven! D
It is unmistakably @

- ainst pé

protest agamn d ot o

A ther to stucy

Sy s hilarious. Whe the
batmcla 1'. b\:,lss no doubt one of the prObleilnSaOfg o
make ?"e ; as of every youth, an B
youth Shakespeare W

.d by choosing
many SOU]S have d )Study- Qne of

Shakespeare rejected, the play related to
Coleridge’s acutest represumpti\’e evidence’ that,

its offerng ¢ strong «{ittle Latin and less

R :ibe of
Fowever justified the jibe iy habits had nevertheless

”- ‘es ’g ear >
Greek,’’ Shakespears ngr Y oung author’s first
Lol e bespeaks his recent pursuits.
work almost always besp W i
That the authof ¥ '1111 r:‘idént n the endin,ct,r1 gt

7 :ohbrow 1S aiso €V . B2 Rfet th
ﬁﬁogg% h;gél(i) js not_discounteq 5% (t)ht :
he Py : & y ord
uch of ‘the humour 15 of the s 7% obviously not
Itrl1 moment when ove’s 12“-’35‘2 happy ending and
1C:§t the author carefully avolds § " rincess a tele-
) .

- by sendils vine the
four lots of klsse:{h‘g is_dead, thl'ls;thfr'cc))\r\ryl which
gram that 4= fqac to {be dls%tl)lllr;( thlc play 1s
sers bac® hU ~ .
young Io‘.vlsi sust escapec: It i et alEoaB
they had oniy I aenile. It 15 MOUS So
modern as well afr'epartee and recherché metaph®
() B

: A i
that cle\’CmeSS-riter’s aim than delineation O.E ‘z:’lgbu!
are more ﬂf\?w Trene Savidge had made her &

1155

acter. gde in the part of ]aquenetta nobody
stag

cou
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very well have raised objection, since |

was brought before the kgng on the preeé[iaslgll;fez?rtrfi
lar charge of being found with a man in the park
Finally, the epithets applied by nice people to any
outlandish creatures devoid of religion, honesty u}r
glna(;“‘l"eIE, in as’c'enldmgilorder, were ‘Muscovite *’

ussian. n : IS &
e pa?;erl?ut stvle the play is as up-
The first act of the Old Vic production aroused
uneasiness. It was reminiscent of West End produ‘c—
tion, lacking in blood, sparkle, and music-hall gaiety
Possibly the company, having been on tour rounci
sr%a_ller theatrés, has not yet accommodated itself to
a big aheatre. Certainly the newcomers to the com-
%ﬁ;’ldvhqve not done so, some of them playing as
i Si: km charn,be_r—drama: In almost all the plays
]ulietlz’l’ eipean': s first period, except ‘‘ Romeo and
JEet tlIereuls something very near to farcical in-
te L:\?e"s Ll:;:lbOl:LI\rd’l;c}i Atd'? about Nothing,”” as in
%0 pursuit of credibilci)sy. R
y?)?tl}llsei Sh?k_espeare 1s a national institution, whose
o lessS t?h interest because we cannot be satisfied
Fehel a;lo S.tlh 1?1fl hérrr; ] th_ese1 eﬁarlier plays must be

: s : orical fire. Navarre
OCferr;]CegfaddLove s Labour’s Lost,”” brings up vi;igrﬁ
e énsgee%lsclltst ;oh;hexrﬂstature by;l bounce, and

ve the same idea.

;ecigrrlg faloclt; zénd the latter part of the third acItn gi:
ﬁleased evrelry l;cglgysplrfg more, and their overflow
tﬁyﬁef ole, wrote Bacon,l%npl(}:'rrglfsi)ki/le s L
that it 1s also the reserved right of I R e
in hyperbole of bashing theg ?‘ S
Labour’s Lost ” is all in h POblCCma.n. i ’
a manner to match. Joh pRbele, anct SuuLes

S GoRed . John Laurie, as the flamb
paniard, wrapping every boast i ot
roll on the tongues of schoj et
S el cholars and philosophers
?eay S forg ;thlt%i burlg\;};ue which the

rnes and e e alsh’

nd Horace Sequeira’s Cost);rd closilesbell—llionlg-

Adéle D xon’s vi

! S Vivacio : :

R i LC10us, mi :
osaline was Alse i b ’e schievous, and coquettish

Payment: Arts Club.

Three of the ch {

e characters in “Payment,” b
Characterpgr;zti?:“’ prove that he has the «r’are gylftl\ Iori
T ing. Two of the characters betray the
e e 1;n‘rn_oner gift of plot making. The situa-
t;ea}tltment s% I}Ifulliﬁo;lfgvoutt}cl)f th%common, and its
st ve the ordinar
Orgg anif:hﬁl\tvht})]li author did not hammery’it t};x?fo O;le
i o llpstead of leaving it a schemat'n
e 1;1 or the two chief characters ]'lc
b and his wife do not get on. He dri 1lrn

U ason, as he demonstrates. He pro&?léi

1S ow imes
mom;:)r; r;]aisstxmm, and she provides hers. = At t}
N ‘llqn addition to whisky—is L d]e
! » hers Hilary Thornton Jim oa y
. . 2 ) n a

is drun : jomn a game- :
k by ten o’clock; and r%?lme ShOO'tmg.party’
: y<CT;aOgets, in climbing
4 11 '
smoothly Changi?,nd Iouch it is. Eas Sodf.nuch 1mn
exits, no Characteg iltuatlm"v natural e%trarlxalogue’
enefit of anyon oo obviously talkj Sl
- e in t} - mg for th
With the fa i he audienc s
mily’s prey eonCE WOt acqua
DIBEALS i o DiovIOUs HicEor quainted
aUthoz’ satisfying beglnn]ng T'llygx mhake a com-
I's troubles accumulate. 1, however, the

el The se
° _ con
tactfulness of the doctor, the andXi;‘C;nef
ot

Wwife an
Stea.hngclerr:otheg, and the departure of the h
mdlspensabley' orthenden, is unnecessary ’lf‘shband—
accusatio. f_Ormmdent,_ the wife’s remorse aj de oIt
together, ang J."’t having done more to pull] (hge]f-
Wo’f‘l}iedbinlf C ;‘ég!nddtggtaccident, could have };Zer?
The ody of the play i« § A
which the wife, under h}érlzetr?; Zf} fg_’girlltwgg Willl ‘ﬁith
- , compels her-

If they are to be revived *

self to serve this blind man she no longer cares for,
while the image of a healthy one she does love Pt
sistently torments her. Yet the second act, in which
this conflict is set out, and in which the & ley
slavery for which she has volunteered 1s shown 1
action, does not impress the audience as it should-
If: is not that the theme is too slight. One reason 15
probably nothing more than a now common device
of e,llabllf}g characters seated round a fire to face dhe
audience by putting the fireplace at the front 0
stage. Nobodyever imagines a room as itwould besec?
from up the chimney, not even as it would be seet
a man with his back to the fire, since modern etiquet
forbids this very natural stance. The scene Wou
be more impressive with the fireplace anywhere 6158,';
In the final act the author has to resolve this Conﬂlcd
between the wife’s instincts and her sel f-impose
duty of making amends. As the husband 15 bin %
he can be an eavesdropper. He can thus hear ?1
overwrought wife’s breakdown when her 10Vl 4
whose arrival she has been on edge, comes ona v15.1té
The only decent thing to do, as Jim’s mother qulo
frankly tells him, is to pay the bill. ~Let the Wit Zs
without adding to either her remorse Of blttern(i:t:
and make the best of a bad job. The manner of of
ting the wife go should have been the real cHmMaT
the’ play. The author's method, howe¥els ipus
frl]f_nP,l.Y to get home by melodramatic sho 2
crleSSSCl:nngP{ls chance of a magnificent Psyc?
If Mr. Openshaw—-I suspect that Mr.” 15 mC::B
rect—can write plays in which several characte®® ;e
as alive and true as Molly Culverwell, they uish
needed and will be welcome. This woman’s 2 finct?
between the call of healthy female animal s
and the pitiful social human duty 154 15 e a
superbly, and strengthened by her independe®” m-
superiority to convention, morality, and hOugh
stance, in the first scene. Barbara Hoffe—t mas’
her frocks were too short—played this womal gy
nificently and sincerely, at every step of the )
The husband’s mother was also well draw? A slap
acted by Eva Moore, whose enunciation 1 ! se]
dash days is a pleasure to hear. Keneth Ken® the
just short of a great performance, manag!’s o
melodramatic finish far better than it d(?serW n the
the second act, however, after a clear piCie
first of a generous but rapidly dege“‘?ratmg f th
ling, he failed to convince the audienct Cife, i
tragedy of his plight, partly because ™ was!
must be admitted, 1s the focus of the P ays nboud
of course, true to character for him tO 5\7\211"51 25
among good humour, bad tempel, boredos it
?pologetlc despair. Yet he failed
these a necessary pathos, and g
insensitive persons only comic
blemish on Mr. Lyall Swete’s pro
respects very fine indeed, was that e ¢
of the husband was much exaggerate® — .re trl];f

v
The two dramatically weak CharaCterSt)\’ v
twolovers. Lady Northenden was an 5 t to h?‘as
less, gold-digger with no Pefsonal e
Leen created. Hilary Thornton, Molly b;iblV a4 ol
yt>1resent ol?ly as a foil for Molly- (t)steﬂ- he P
eman, he was, considered apart ~o
:cﬁe betrayer of a blind man. Not ’“7"32 the £ 4’5
free-lovers would admit into their s fri€f cf
tation to use hospitality for making [0} 64 iy 89 L?li‘r'yl
wife. The only satisfaction in seeng M On —BLg
to her husband was a meIOdramathH | to > e
Thornton had no claim in Heaven of
woman. This does not mean that Northelzorrr
weakly acted. Mary Hinton’ s (ylayed e
was excellent, and Carl Bernard, “hotr b h% e
ton, has a fine voice and Pres€PCy fec
cent is deplorable. ~Home-Spur S
better than Georgette Kensington: PAUL B
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The Screen-Play.
Thdo The Spy.”
The Sp;O(tI\‘}{n%W whether Edgar Wallace has seen
will reCOgnisardle Arch Pavilion), but if he has he
ea von Hirbangemlls rivals in Fritz Lang and
ucer and auth ou. These two were also the pro-
the artistic st or, respectively, of Metropolis. From
Iesponsib]e fc,andpomt it is regrettable to find Lang
Spies, secret tr such a Wallace Collection of crooks,
Poison gaq reaties, secret-service agents, bombs,
1e.ading b g’l‘\PlO_SIODS, railway accidents, bankers
“ari-kar;, q]) e lives, and diplomats committing
Manner c;f ou o the_ breathless and inconsequent
fow ang OUF OWn Edgar.  See this film as a high-
ment an Jou ‘V.ln curse: regard it as an entertain-
The acti};,ou will find it excellent.
better, and % in The Spy might, on the whole, be
Ve permitt cfannot understand why Lang should
Principa] che such staginess on the part of the
anker, my aracter, who combines the rdles of
(apparelltly)SlKhall clown, secret-service agent, and
rvid ant; CnarChlst_, although he may have been
as st 2nti-Communist. At the end of the film I
and of , etl}?letely ignorant both of his real politics
ﬁr for the alter he was ouit for money, for revenge,
OWever, ¢ ruistic defence of civilisation. It 1s,
een dye toncelvable that this staginess may have
groducer to a deliberate attempt on the part of the
cently ne play up to Thea von Harbou's magni-
plomat \VnnY'drez}dful technique. ,The Japanese
e'SpeCially Cas dignified and impressive, and I woul
ost realist(')mm‘?nd the film for two features, the
gr? h alC railway accident and the best photo-
\i&es ate bv"%yet seen on the screen. The sub-
poo Soald aptain Reginald Berkeley, M.P., to
Ctweey <« <hal suggest that he learn the difference
all ” “and “* will.”

Mr, o, “ Simba.”

g)aveller; dala\clirs. Martin Johnson are well known as
ofalace) they nature photographers, and in Simba
1h-th€ anima] If-resent a remarkable series of pictures
W};S ro uth ife of Africa. The ‘* high spot ™ of
o e the scéon is the spearing of a lion by natives,
areplay, and \r,les' of giraffes and ostriches, lion cubs
eve, Hong ¢ arious shy beasts caught by the camerad
a ;. done; ff most remarkable things of the Kin
bel;lctorm e ut the film, which is padded out with
algo e the Waord. of journeys made by the Johnsons
ine.. Ma e of T, 1s fa; too long. Excessive US€ 1S
hoy,,. - Most oSF perlatives in the sub-titles, which
Johwn Next \\’Ouléhg time either that the picture to be
Sudg N were ; lick creation or that Mr. and Mrs.
Fip £, viole In the most imminent danger of a
of ally, the fﬂt’ and extremely unpleasant death.
Strua Mechanie r{l was shown to the accompaniment
fo k me 44 x al process of sound recording which

10t more :i}]Cessvaly unpleasing. Pruned to run
& Y & Ch an an hour and a half, and accom-
el Worth ristian orchestra, Simba should both

Seeing and a great popular success.
DaAvID OCKHAM.

The ¢y, Reviews.

ajlen e
8¢ of Bolshevism, By D. F. Buxton. (Geo.

lle
N 0 an Inw;
s Irs, Bii d Unwin, 2s. 6d. net.)

Noth: Xton g
on . thing pent twenty.four days in Russia. She tells

n 5 08 abo e !
§°Cietsp]r‘llla rt)llta that visit. She is strongly pro-BoIshevnk
tong™Y Trien lne, but is naturally, as a member of the
RQ"OIL:L- £ &ciﬁ( S, against the use of force. Her convit
s tion coulq S}f, remain, and she wishes the Bolshevik
scxent'iﬁrc']e“s(*d b ave been done by “ the forces of thought
< Sally o PY love unaccompanied by hate, and used

e ideals of Communism are closely akin

B 10se ¢
i she\,k f_[lm Soci

i, evig
alig M is a ch:

\I::[rs' B, nto ;101::;1“(‘_”550 as to ways and mear i

orq i«“::‘ftnn is l‘r,l In the form of a Communal State.

S If the len‘lm“ to meet the challenge. Her last

* Communist is not to put the Christian 0

ety of Friends, and the challenge to
s of putting

no sacrifice short of complete devotion of life and
Lenin’s logic—his thought-force—cuts
e he actually turned hate and anger
into complete devotion to the idea of the Communist State.
He was not afraid of Hate. He loved it. He organised it.
Organised hate can be transformed into communal love and
devotion. All the great leaders of men have known the
meaning of the Monad symbol—half white, half black.

A History of Western Europe, 1815-1926. By D. C.
Somervell. (Benn’s Sixpenny Library, No. 10.
It must be great fun writing history like this. Such fun,
that one begins to suspect it is almost as easy as it looks.

The Red Horse. By Duncan Keith Shaw. (Selwyn and

Rlount. 10s.
Here we have
aside rather than flung

shame,
wealth can avail.”
through all this becaus!

2 war book written by a painter who laid
down his palette to take up arms.

It ends inconclusively, and one might say that it begins
ry fine piece of work,

rather cheaply. it is, however, a ve : :
indeed, magnificently ‘sustained throughout the main action,
gth and the burning

beautifully written, with stark stren
ts pages. Peter Jackson

shame of pity running through i

himself gives no better picture of Loos and the Somme.
#The author’s object, of course, is to put an end to war, and
he does this with greater effect in his record of facts than his
fulminating summaries. But although a new generation ©
young men who knew not the trenches is uprising, merct-
fully free from the legacy of filth forced on their elder
brothers, there areé still thousands of young men—not SO
young, alas, any more—who .passed through the Wholl]e tfqur
years of nell unscathed physically, only to I:aths%n"&' ?he:g:
curable wounds their sou dured, an ¢ Oeacé boing
selves not wanted in the workaday W°"ldn‘:]erf;tan T these
four years behind the times. b fitle more o

men also, and we wish he had given us a lt

their stotry.

« The Rampant Age.
7s. 6d.)

Perhaps by now
and thereby madﬁ. o
the reader, nor tnc a
advertised as a boy of twenty-0n¢é,
ais‘tracted pencil among hotbeds of co?it;r:rﬂoo
vice. For we pay Mr. comp e 4y e
we should not have known he was only t;:) 0 oo i
had told us. There oug ot S witeen

novel ; for we d ]

i tence, but wit
not onl with compe , but Wi :
i The only thing 15, there mL:)f Lo

storyteller’s art. el iting
missing, or we S10 fec ¢ worth writin
book.  Probably the whole SUbICE round the puce COVEL,

: d
the silly wer is
?\Sﬁﬁfg “ls\s‘vf}?gther = i’%t § ?me\\}ir;hEn\%Lan:r'eﬂ:\%tar;)srought
“w mon. o begin 53 ; nd farm-
w“ ““Otgg_redl:catioﬂ. and, to go on "\;lth, pluft I;-\Igls{salz:’eady o
i don't go to © High School,” 1A% lbecome hicks or
handes ol;.\goui ¢ they are not going to
com /ious
farmhands.

LETTERS T
RURAL LI

» By Robert S. Cart. (Heinemant.

T] 1 sudi
’ ]
at s OU]d not, however Ple udice

at the author has bee
b who has wielded an un-
rary schoolboy

f sayin.g that

tha

o THE EDITOR.
FE AND LORE:

e about splittin;.i
7 jeve my words 2 . repeat
Watt does not believe M. I can only repe
3 Y er birds. <
Jack%a“s Ei‘r‘ésw;,ea ¢ with, split to:gtﬁ; 5
h.atlttf,sre that splittingf their tO;'il \ivith Eheir
‘le.,e] % than they would 25 kol
sped ¢
la]?etﬁ:*qzllbtl:ngxesp; ar:d 1 do not See€ h'0 wa:lc ’lcg;\l};epon which
]I Ltlter‘that 1 am wrong. One thing We € for a lon'g time.
i: that splitting tongues has been 2 ;L!;t&r;]\y O 2ontinued t0
So the question is how it begam, 1“ sulf it was suppose
be practised if it did not p.rodui)e]tt l'elingill ¢ by the wording
1 have my own OP""(m’d ble ,fw,-e scientific. [ would

it jon woul
Iikﬁetoc"lt{l?so‘t‘lrl(:vg;}:tcltﬁclcs.cmel. I think he j?‘l‘,ﬂﬂ;l\ﬁglt) ltli:n]f
word for something that really huff&t Joast, not any more
the birds when they are done youn 2 “"He had better stick
than vaccinating a baby, if SO ﬂlU“,r;nion is not necessary.
to his other :1r§;>‘ument that the op¢ R. R.

Sir,—Mr.
the tongues of
that I know t
St 7 n
can't prove 1 < Chetter

to. )
of his letter, his op

/
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