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Civilisation. (Cli'vc Bcil.)

By A. Newi;erry 'Clmyc'e.

NOTES OF THE WEEK.

hag scec;ftrejp‘mde“t’ whom we will name Ali Baba,
orty Fin:ng' brief account of a _gathering of the
-3¢ Mansion lgs (so to speak) which he attended at

ouse on Wednesday afternoon last.

€ obj %
eQUiva?éiit tOf the conclave appears to have been
Of the 1atclo an attempt to standardise the pattern
holders fzm?es and keys with which honest house-
lion of he; en their front and back doors in protec-
is Cas:3r goods and chattels. The householders
are nations, not individuals; and they

are caus;
Using' the bankers much loss of time by the

Aiver
s1t ; : : !
1‘1}3 intei,p?e{t;g?e“‘ defensive idiosyncrasies. Such 1s
Was ag £ 11 ion we place on the Resolution, which

" Tho OWS ; —
. at thj . s
Sion Houstehljf“{eetl‘qg of Business Men held in the Man-
Vith the it the City of London, being decply concerned
'fzmphatic ap rCO”“lposmon of the Nations, expresses its
Conomic C(F))nfva of the recommendations of the World
& substantig) ret(tiren?e’ held in Geneva in 1927, in favour of
s ions, at w*l]lg;lor.l of tariffs, and requests the League
thourge on the Gov‘ae Instigation the Conference was held,
mess. Fecommendati rnments the necessity of carrying out
Ceting direct ations with the least possible delay. The
T e s that a copy of this Resolution be sent to
e

ecret
C 0n1yeoa(:y o t.he League of Naiions at Geneva.”
aft of tho g oosion which may be defended by the

t . whi :

_é}n S0 Drgcilc?uc ks'mlth. 1s, one infers, gold bullion.
def Permit t}sl 1s this possession that the bankers
troo2Ces of g | emselves the yse of supplementary
10  lethal character—drowning and elec-

Ca L ;

T:e of the a\;mlg been hinted at, for instance, in the
Seccoive Bankn <8f England and the central Federal
I}stéons and pri _,111 the other hand the economic pos-
tye to be ade“ eges of the rest of society are sup-
in\,'woodEn lat(gq ately secured by a stglblllsed primi-
Thue the bankere ,Iﬂ‘c‘lustnalists are being required to
"\’Oﬁy are bein Is to “ pull the bobbin and walk in.”’

q tfr9 g told that the proper way to keep the

to] m the : e
thel this 1, al.-n?Sor is to let the bear in. Lhey are not
oha MUnction i 1Hrlor even by plain implication ; but

i ! s there all the same, and the result of

2 lng 'At .
Will be what it must be

We will now quote a few short sentences from the
Mansion House speeches. Sir Hugh Bell (in the
chair) referred to the war, and spoke of it in a
way that suggested that peace was not declared
until 1921. After which he attributed the distress
of that period to (a) Goyernment interference, and
(b) tariff barriers. In our opinion he would have
expressed his view moie clearly if he had said:
<« Political interference with Governraent,” because
then the public might have realised that he re-
garded Government as not the affair of Members
of Parliament; and, therefore, by extension, not the
affair of the electorate. Even the act of voting
would thus appear as a gesture of interference.”
However, Mr. Walter Runciman filled the gapa little
later with the remark that there was ‘“nothing

sacrosanct about the decisions of Governments.”’
startled at this

Nobody in the audience seeme
Communistic sentiment——inhf;ctt,hLordeIarllccel;csvges “éz;(s
induleing in a quiet nap while the s : y
press%nggit at his left elbow- Mr. uncxg;an wa:
also of the opinion that Government tra mg t‘ﬁgt
““ open to corruption,”’ although he adr]rqut:tsl has
it had not happened here; yet he thougG t’ e ent
dency was tco strong for resistance. ’O\ernmen
interference, he added, tends 10 @ ‘' NAIIOW econ-
omic nationalism.” He stated that fourteeg
thousand miles of tariff barriers > had been erecte:o
in Europe since 1910, but omitted any referer}nlce 0
the lineal measurement of the currency-extfi I;?rgc;

barr ieas set up by his friends iver th;gehe;g?io
ean Governments during the sail i
Eeight as well as length is brqught into t}tlfosl;;vfﬁe’
as it ought to if there is to be any illumnd Hte
illustration, the hammering of the Ge{ma{l mar ar}x}c
of the French franc had at ’l,east several times the
effect as an ‘‘ interference _factor in trade than
the duties imposed by a1l the European nations put
together. After all, your Protectionist 1s satisfied o
thirty per cent. ad valorem

cet his ten, twenty, or . :
duty, whereas your Exchange dealers did not hesi-
tate to make a 2,000-mark (German piano worth

something like twepence in Enghsh currency at one
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juncture. Presumably Mr. Runciman would char-
acterise as ‘‘ narrow nationalism *’ the reply of the
German manufacturer who, instead of sticking to
his 2,000-mark price and taking his medicine like a
good cosmopolitan, refused to sell his piano for
marks at all, but insisted on sellin for sterling.
Mr. Runciman further said that “ not ing enterpris-
Ing ”’ is ever done by Governments. Of course it is
not, because the antecedent condition of economic
and social enterprise is access to financial credit.
So it is the banking system which limits political

enterprise.
L 4 » »

Mr. Beaumont Pease, Chairman of Lloyds Bank,
found himself in agreement with the previous
speakers. “Trade is not warfare,”’ he exclaimed ;
“it is an exchange between two willing parties.’’
-ike all his kind, he confuses trade as it is with trade
as it ought to be. It does no harm for him to speak
like this, because as soon as the exports of nations
represent values against which their home popula-
tions have the equivalent money in their pockets, the
parties will be eagerly willing to exchange. At pre-
sent nations are at loggerheads hecause each seeks to
dump goods and receive merely a bonded debt-secy-
ity in return—which is not an exchange at all. Since

the creation and manipulation of debts is a deri

s, the r ibili

the “ false trade ? originates,with tﬁselx)r(l).mlblhty o

plead that they cannot help it, but if s nor
Folltl.CIanS. It is Governments, of course, who

i D W
egalise defensxye trade measures, but the ml’tlatlve
comes from their manufacturing producers and does
not inhere in the nature of Ministers of the Crown
who would be only too pleased to he left in peaceful
relations with the Ministers of other countries,

* * £
Sir Ernest Benn was the next speaker.

ciatively in the preface to nne of his books of the
privilege he once had of shakmg hands with Colonel
House.” We digd not suspect exactly what was behind

Bishop; so that

on of hands. Thel been one of ordination—the layin

. 1s inf i :
Toical chavaste: = Onzrgr%c}?ilss asgﬁpo_rted by the theo-

e orisms at the Man-
sion House: “Gog does ;
every Saturday.’’ Ot Jender His account

€ are not informe
of the “account " ; but we are eas; bt the nature

. ] 1
‘t‘hat God lets business alone one%ﬁtz}}ea;}/)il:htga%%ﬁ%e

. Politicians,” Sir Ernes “ i i
- commercial offices tar?gc lzigedéosgl-gecgc:l?j‘;;rll?lo’r}
Well ; we agree; but only if the objective is to chanyg.e
not adopt, the system. The “serious *’ side of Gov-
;?rn{nent mterf,e,rence, he continued, was jts “ psycho-
logical effect. ublic men, he explained, “were
Ctendlng to look to the politician instead of to the
London.” England was only poorer than

merica as the « result of Goy )
s €rnment int e
Lastly, « competition” must he reviveI::le’r’ference

Mr. Lionel de Rothschilg moved

to the Lord May0r. for the use of thea vote of thanks

room, and to the
speakers for coming and enzertaingy, 2 us”’ [gc]_ I
‘

the course of his remarks he said » “T 55 glad that
Rarty politics are not in question here to-day.” . . .
e politicians are conung €0 the City to teach ss.
e prominent one learned his business in the H ouse
97 Commong.”’ This obvious dig at the Right Hon,
_C?gmald McKenna was received, so our informant

S US, with genera] grins and titters.

A * * *

of ME’&;’}S{]&Z Qikc)lhlt}[md by the National Association
estinng, Th;g A%(;?.Cniufactmers was available at the
exists “ to resjet G Clation, as stated on the cover,
X1 ) Tesist State inter feronce with trade’’ and

a glance through its list of chc-lz:r?tSId‘l?gts romi-
General Councillors shows that th(;—: thl 2 Fet Jies
nently represented. The interest o 5
in its index to its contents more than m
of its contents.

and

book
the content

Here it 15:—

An Appeal by Bankers of the United
1g21). anufacturers
An Appeal by Merchants, Mdlnu i) B
owners of the United Kingdom (July, 9ting of Busin
Report of Speeches at a Public i\lequzl). 4
Men held at the Mansion House (Ju y}’mritS of the Ci
Appendix. The Petition of the Merc
London in 1820.

A clause in the petition of 1820, Mr.
sented to the House of Commonio}fly says:— e
Baring, afterwards Lord Ashbuf. ’l ulated to glvgtion
‘“ That Freedom from Restraint ‘s,cadcth; best dir®
utmost extension to Foreign Tmldc’c‘::m[ry.” ook
to the Capital and Industry of the € tive of the bmore
It will be seen that the general Obgegentur}’ ands
let is to show that during the lasdescribe it) haghf 2
the Mansion House Policy (so to ople who Ouwoul,d
consistently advocated by “the pe ] climbe,
know,”” or—as the social or pOhtlcctain with- edlef
¢xpress it—the “right people to 8¢ fipe spﬁas 2
is all the more clear when Onelez{amAs
of 1921 reported in ﬂgflf bOb‘?(I:Cfi"re facts gle‘fly
{ reril €0 s 1
reasoning from verifia J a b oot ‘vlaCe

Kingdom (M3}
and ShiP”

% of

-

o
neath contempt : but as CXP"QSSIOSS bettef 2

’’ ha

people who want to “get on alv e

out question, they have a Sullfren\;va]ter Leaf

and purpose. For instance, N r'we are
1021 meeting, exclaimed ’t,hat il the olﬂz:”g 10 %%
eath, of party politics’ ; W: ne 1F

i Y O 7hat
Holland declared that Z here o5 '(;Z/lléZ;eSf, at ged t‘h;l
dreaded more than individual zl ell adﬂ, eft 1
State activiry’’; and Sir Hu 155 it be isg”ﬂ/'
“every Act of Parlz'ameﬂf-—””de ,l,?laﬂje)/ﬂfl/(dﬂ/
some former Act—(Langhter an a‘(z roe I jrs 1F ?JiS
2o do us harm. We want 10 {,agf” o ol lrtéd 0
Plause)—a free hand to manage Hugh rcfe; the ibcd

M
own way. (Hear, kear.) Slersentatlves desc*
recent negotiations with repr ines, & ol
ployees in the Cleveland Iron l.nforﬂ:ﬂ,,,lec'
the result in these terms:— those men thf;1 “’e’;f V‘L,
. 0Se L elf, @nC Zrsatis
“ We were laying before d itsells B atiofiy 17
position in which the i"du&;]tr%’rf}?éll;) an C?ﬁ‘ég; 'l;h sorfthc
ing an appeal to them for the reat sacril™o, h-nte s
were asking them to makﬁ % at— recis i
ceived our petition—for really

t v e
app’ ugh “eye
hly they alth0 Zir e
spirit which showed how tzog?:ced' Ang i t\t“ere'eg
Positio? in which it?el)i,tt;:”?ﬁ '—Wiﬂ]lestﬁfr t ¢
men— = L 2
pleaded gf{hiagcrsoﬂs whose ol v

e
% ar. use-
acknowledged the weight of fhuel;n. (Appl2 ope™
the proposals we laid before y

gio?

ter co- .
Lord Mayor, can you want 2y TS . to ral:Ca 5
that? » om wantifg g 247l
We can think only of one 1tem to its 4 th¢
spirit of such CO—Operahonto have ¢
purity—that js, for the men

and come to the losses- *  seches ¢ 9¢itp

]
# sp
o n the

We have spent this Spaée;arcel %
because they are part an nd In Ob pis
Taking them together, 2 reached mispal
much more that is being ﬁ re 15 B9 oelys
House Party elsewhere, the’” — pai
synthetic doctrine that er,r,ler\g)vee have 5 i8 'pa
liament is a “ wash-OUtB § our reas IOqu‘;
same thing ourselvesif tue al’l5lo?—int6r : ;.
cally opposite to that of the = ’?OI_Iugh an"”ﬂd-ﬁi
We “indict Parliament fo\;,hlch SU free Git  f
those very mat,ters frtoi_‘z) have @ eOp]eg’e ¢he wﬁt’
it o 2 n e 1 ué 74
1 of. If e "had meant t? could ¢ thee tﬁt.‘f
say.sl.d haga tg%e aql(fed how ’Chgx ‘BUiO tgln P

ave to S ament-

}\:/0“ b throungh Parhiam® ande. 7
and except thr & e pankers: © o at
obviously refers to the b7 ., ope

publicists with whom they
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Was careless when he hinted that Parliament was

only usefy] when repealing former Acts; for what

would he say if Parliament were to reverse its

fecent decision to pass the King’s currency into
€ control of the Bank of England ?

* * *®

Reference to the Currency Act reminds us that

S 1ssue of THE NEwW AGE appears on the date of
the transfer, After November 22 no paper money
I‘\‘l?u. bear the image and superscription of His
2Jesty the King. " Nothing can be done about it,
€Cause the King has signed his renunciation by
1¢ advice of his Ministers, But there may yet be
Cltizens left in Britain who are more loyal than His
ajesty’s advisers. If there be, they may at least
make a gesture of loyalty. The King still reigns
on the Comage: so let every loyal liege use silver.
Wlim employee he can change his paper into silver.
¢ QCVer. gets, say. five ten-shilling notes, let him
énder one each for his first five purchases. And the
whaller the amounts of these purchases the better.
hy Pocketing the extra quantity of metallic change
€ will be performing an act of allegiance, which 1s

ipﬁ% %Ont\}h(g;.point than taking an oath. GOD SAVE

* * *

Such a loyalist will also be producing conse-
SUenceS which, while we remain under the present
ooStem of finance e€conomy, will tend to stimulate
i»:onomlc activity.  When “you put two half-crowns
Si13’°“r- pocket you put an ounce of silver there.
Ouner IS worth something over two shillings an
weer, (0-day at melting price. The difference be-
Dro”en five Shlu.‘ngs and two shillings represents
M;j r::t to the Mint—and the Mint is Fss Majesty's
con . Such profit, moreover, amounts to a dis-

Unt off taxation. Again, the production of silver
tr";.g,oys abour in mining, transport, refining, and
Commg' The amount of such labour is not easy to
of epute, but it is reasonable to say that the ratio
CrOWmPIOyment on the production of eight half-
Th; 18 to that of a one pound note is as 800 is to I.
,Otes Czlculatlon 1s made on the estimate that pound
Eiohtsh O Dot cost more to manufacture than one-
Do.gsibl 2 penny each, if even that. If it were
Amoyny O Substitute silver coinage for the whole
7eq] £t ot paper currency there would be more
a\"ailabelalth 1 _existence, and tlus wealth would be
article = Jor faSh“?mng into useful and beautiful
SYStémS When the inevitable change in the credit
Conyenier Sy Place, and we could all revert to the

ent device of using paper currency with a

OBry rgghtlcal‘con&‘-dence. Metallic money is cum-
€ prese and its use entails extra labour; but under
ditiona] sot SYStem where personal incomes are con-
Poses jg o o O labour this use for monetary pur-
Mingq¢ ﬁ good thing. ., Iu the new era now im-
ang p,2 24 the world’s sjjver will be used in science
forkg . 3ItS, to make mirrors, fruit dishes, spoons,
Prog, and all other simflar adjuntts to individual
g“&rdéci Y. .Naturally, the credit monopolists have
endey ¢ S3I0st the substitution, Silver is not legal
", 2 e mounts over forty shillings; that is to
b ayl‘nen(t:redltOl‘ 'S not compelled to accept silver
S legall Or that amount. Byt at least no creditor
g y ratg CAOImpelled to refu§e it—not gpez (1) ag
l-an ing ace our citizen readers who have persona
‘Nes eve sounts can do their little bit along these
Dushin ? a they. do not care for the _trouble of
Vhe Care tg Principle to its extreme limit. Tho§e
a val @ SO can infuse their act with propa-
ma.“agers ue by telling their reasons to their bank
q“‘remen szﬂe‘goitr}:ey first draw their personal re-

Amjqgy b : e
Tt and o;?,u the ostensible exyberance of omnisci-

Dipotence at the Mansion House it is not

difficult to discern sympioms of trepidation. The
very emptiness of the arguments suggests that they
were being used both as an exhortation to the Man-
sion House interests to hold together, and as an
implied warning to traitors. External events have
been noticed in these columns (during the last few
weeks especially) which support this interpretation.
There is no doubt that whatever the conscious ulti-
mate objectives of the producer-capitalist interests
may be, there is a growing tension between them and
the City. A symptom was afforded three days be-
fore the meeting. Lord Beaverbrook, in the Sunday
Express on Armistice Day, published a long article
on Unemployment. He insisted that “zkis electoraze
is thinking entirely about the work it wants and caﬂf—
not get.””  He then laid down a large programn}lle o
developmental work which the Government (f)lug t_tc1>
put in hand. Lastly he came to _Fhe ;llgmcx?f
obstacles to that programme, and delivered 1imse
of the following incitements to Governmental “inter-
ference’’ with the business of the City : —

*“ The Chancellor of the Exchequer should insi.st aaonce
on cheap money. . This boon to mdustr)‘dar} Je:s];
ployment is within the gift of' the (]I.lm_ncefalldogqinr}x’] Osz}; Jost
as he has been a party to the policy of dear 1 y
since he came into office, with consequenceg W rxtts?t l'nt;eg
ink in the unemployed figures, so he.ca.n “e a g‘eri)t e
policy of cheap money and manufacturing prosperity
morrow. P eaiaiine

*“ I have no space to give aga : etr
so, and why the Chancellor is master of glee-i(]lses .
England and of the financial situation. 'S - i)etter
J. M. Keynes can do it, and has done it, Sglmu(%hurchill
than 1 can. The fact is notorious that M. i
can force the hand of the Governor of the I?anlilo h?sgbeen
on this issue whenever he chooses. So far cier; o
directed by the City for the benefit of the‘ ﬁcxlmnc boih‘his
in submitting to this direction heilﬁb’weone
country and his party most serious damage.

5 If}he takes tge wise and expedient f‘ourae—ang]ct’llj:rg
is still time for him to do so—he may c:t.lpt_,clt] O'nci)eneﬁted
threat of a financial panic}f{rom thtoie \; :(};qta:}freat i
from his policy so long. He must face t at S
can do so with equanimity. The financiers are a ti
folk. f ‘ -
“‘The vital electoral fact remains tgat' l\cilsstr(fglu;(rﬂe]elxls
has only got to unturn a screw to flood the in
with employment.”’

Lord Beaverbrook knows a lot more tha{l l;\'e ;;.jr?dcﬁ
what 1s whispered about in t}l1¢ political ¢ li tsh,e o
his statement that Mr. Churcn{‘ll can compelpdge e
to alter its policy means that he has knm}gm A
Mr. Churchill will receive strong backmg T
trialists when he makes the attempt, “t?me Tt
attention to his view. At the same

iew. At the same, BRe C Hihe
always be borne in mind that 1n g;reet i

City is ready to allow Downing entiful, pro-
intg’making credit cheaper and,n;%ie‘})ilnterfere "o
vided that the Government does astat {he same

revent_inflation by dealing With D system
Fime If Mr. Churchill attacks the zllﬁ ﬂbg%irtuallv
simp.l y to secure more loan;credlt, 1&;};‘ Though T
conniving with the banling Sy(sjit ‘as a dominant
might injure the prestige of the L1 y.t‘ £ bo had ao
power—and the City would not like 1 _lt in the el
price-policy the City would catch hlmtou T
The bankers would need only to poin Ocll cay: “We
quences of their enforced obedience zu}n A
told you that you would make a e e Ay
Nevertheless, if we bear this danger clfll{’s demand on
temporarily support Lord Beaverlzroskl,ng o0 5 e
the Chancellor. He is at any rat;_ia td LEHEevokes
ture of Governmental mdependenc oD butther pos.
it he will have done sometﬂgggntczr(;ﬁ’; said, the “psy-
csﬂllbc:llggzél ./tsffescxtr”E rgfs the “interference’’ 1is the

. * 2
“serious thing.” | p 2

reasons why this is

tlessness of Finance
t us turn from the hear

to I:I}?ewhlfmanity of Capitalism. A week or ten days
ago the following advertisement appeared in one or
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. . 1antill I?rovision depends on the futile fishing about for | is appreciation of the f i :
two northern newspapers. We reproduce it just as | it worth the manufacturers’ while ta tise L8 ( ?:u?éutl:l tary donations in a stagnant pool.~ Lifeboats ment%po‘f what may b: C:}(I:gdtila;a;:}f&tg;?cac}egglzp-
1t was set out, ) to full capacity. 2 . | e %lzeit)i;éilsgirs]wh;}t radium is to cancer patxents{g tion are to be expected just as surely as spots 01;1 11.
Al %?MPANY IN THE NORTH OF ENGLAND DT e Worlds | Bitain ot thg L():e:t tl}(}%gtmnfigmg the k\)vhol_e tcloast ot ls)uffci*rer from measles, unless the disease is checked
obliged to reduce staff (Unskilled Male Workers) According to an article in the News o publ' | e ney can buy 1s the same v the removal of the pre-disposing environment.

In the case of Great Britain, the result was the

South African War, from which it is possible that

WILL CONTRIBUTE (2 EACH WEEKLY FOR ase of radiu

owing to the introduction of labour-saving machinery, the Ministry of Health has decided to allo\:vm |

TWELVE MONTHS TOWARDS WAGES ~ funds to be used for the purch . 2 l | ' : . -

QNE DD Wit oWl THEl\fl\z(l}tlit?otI‘l(e)ss.fxtl;i;r'r-1 canicer treatment., It says that thisjaction createc : The Inescapable Conilict W? learnt a lesson which assisted in saving us from

i i L CMELOY THEM ot ot lssy than nt. | have far-reaching consequen l . a final and irreparable collapse.

BENTS OBpORT Ty pirmanens - | precedent that will have far- emqne)’ By C. H. Douglas. However this may be, the world appears t

STAR : COMPANY JUST - finitely whether 15 ' ving situati er S
ARTING to get its labour force for the st yean ot & | The writer does not say definitely the vario” [ II1. faced with the following situation. There exists, in

r to ; X :
advanced the United States of America, an organisation com-

nominal wage in locali i it o i v i i
g ocality suitably situated for industrics, | 15 to be given, or merely It is necessary to remind ourselves of the nature of

llected \Vlth lt. \\r nde ute
e u ISta.Ild tllat tlle new n]acll rus——01 \\lllch dls he C

nery will di : : R :
ry will displace one-third of the empleyees hither- | to have died last year. Assuming tf the diseas o

Correspondence invited. —Address, K 143, B’ham. Post hospitals and clinics that are to acquir€ =, the cii mercially successful to an extent which has
. 5 . Post. a : ; LR e ot s no
We have been privately informed thgt the com Butplct us assume a gift—that 15, @ S‘c'lbzlg,ooo 0’; J conf;l;‘ttumstances which provide the raw material of previous{y been attained, It appears from recen%
is Messrs. Rowntree, though not b pany Metropolitan Asylums Board i1s to Spelf] ancer © thd The « , pronouncements in regard to debts and other mat-
! = y anyone con- | .. dqium to be used for the treatment ol € our rte l ¢ world, at the present time, operates under a ters, to be controlled by influences exkibiting those
women: & 104 , hancial system which is in essence a book-keeping | characteristics of an abstractionist nature, which
\

system controlling the necessaries of life. As the | seem to accompany a rapid rise to affluence. This

to enga i el ne : h o : : 2 a ra S S
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Views and Reviews.
CIVILISATION.

By James Viner.

Words are symbols to which a common meaning
should be attached in the minds of their users. There
are some dangerous words——patriotism, prestige, or
freedom—which are capable of arousing men to
action and even to violence without heing clearly
understood in a common meaning. Civilisation is
such a word: in 1915 it was made into one of the
most powerful battle-cries. To-day the word is a
popular counter in America, France, and England,
used often with considerable feeling. It is therefore
important that the word should ke clearly examined;
-especially since civilisation is held out to us as an end
to which all the efforts of society should be directed.

In “Civilisation,’”” # Mr. Clive Bell chooses the
societies which he takes as the most representative
in their civilisation ; fifth and fourth century Athens;

Renaissance Italy; and the latter half of the eigh-

teenth century in France. He attempts to discover

by analysing them the qualities which constitute the
very essence of civilisation. He obliges us to take
him seriously, and like Mr. Wells in “ The Open Con-
spiracy ’* he tells us that his mind has been made up
and he is offering us his mature and better thoughts.
To him civilisation is not an end in itself : %t is a
means to an ex‘l‘d, and that end is the realisation in
mdividuals of “good states of mind.’’ In the greater
part of his book, he occupies himself with 2 descrip-
tion of the good state of mind and the conduct which
results from it: its source, he points out, lies entirely
in the individual. He dismisses as irrelevant to the
discussion of civilisation such ideas ag, the sanctity of
property, cleanliness, religion, justice, chastity
elaborate and mechanical instruments, forms of govi
gl'grément, or even the beauty of the art of a, particular
The essence of civilisation, therefore, lies in self-
consclousness and the critical spirit which ensue from
a sense of values, It is not the part of the civilised
man to be creative; he needs only the faculty of ap-
preciation. - The life which he desires is one contain-
exquisite and vivid experience.’’
taken is the correctpi)gn of in-

: : s and the second, th : .
tion of immediate for distant o’r : fbgzl;beerll'gtse re'i‘elf(;

T Wing mony, & degradite necesty il ats
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be freed from material = ecrlnv&lslts%d man must

of a leisure class, independent e a member

without any obligation, even thof his fellows, and

existence.
‘:elghe c1vihsed man has a sense of humour and is
: om solemn. H1_s manners are kindly and cour-
aious, smcgetthe}{ spring from indlfferenc_e '_to the hopes
. p_ubrs.m 5, the tensions and superstitions, of his

ow-beings. He believes that sweet reasonableness

and artify e : Dien
and naturff should triumph over passionate instinct

The'mean.s towards the civilised
educat!on Wlthou_t utilitarian Or vocational values : a
education showing that intellectual contem )Iééiolr:
and the perception of beauty are activities t}nIt need
not Jugtlfy themselves, that even knowledge ictsel'f is
of no importance except as a “means to exquisite
spiritual states.”” “Education,” he asserts, “ought
to give a glimpse of paradise,”” and he adds that

¢ specialist 1s never completely civilised.*’
algere in England the “first-rate ”” man must lead
sonaﬁiotf continual struggle for the preservation of per-
B }\";ﬂfn France thé man of culture feels a soli-
: dy dl his fellows. In England we have no
standards of civiliged life, in food, furniture, or the

at of justifying his

character is an

# * Civilisation,” by Clive Rell. (Chatto and Windus,

7s. 6d.

ol B [T+ t: it
arts. France has still a c%\'llg?;lt:tlo’l}, and “wha
es in colour it gains in fertility.” i
1OSThe main faultgin Mr. Bell’s book 15.:1};‘3;:;63115
fuses the freedom given by civilisation w1 e that
by which it is gained. He msists, forfcgm the effort
the civilised individual should be freed Cre ¢ of means
{o preserve his person; yet from his gorlt 'ﬁ% synth€5’§’
to this end he exiles all order, all SCl%n'vlilise man
all industry and all government. - 1 s aC“"{'
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action he dismisses as “malkers of nmfll?om s ”etttl;S
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completely civilised.”” At the salin individ‘!a] ceﬂ’
the freedom which he claims for the cilet which T
not be gained without an economic © life i
ders it possible. of Ii
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end can be realised.  What we ta?;giy Igin e 11”116

i . ; 0
1s the conditions which ser\'e,T} & etymol.ogt{ e stat®
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provision for needs, the commo ]

the
115t

: i a basis
ence, the common inheritance of o vgg
achievement. been used 2 ac fof
Even where the term has beer - eness Ziy

jousn h
or battle-cry, some confused CONSELxiD foug

n
meaning has been present. s figl
4 civilis%tion 1 concelfved himself 2 %
orderly society, and for i
world, and in himself. Hg fs%if
which would allow him, Einfe < ; coﬂtraﬁ
function and to live a full II1€.. . . tire et

The individual value ltseli it f
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An OQutline of Social Credit.*

By H. M. M.
.TNTRODIUCTION.

There is no better introduction to the subject of
Social Credit than the address given by Major
ouglas to the members of the Canadian Club in
Ottawa, when he was over in Canada in 1923, on
Invitation, to lay his views before the Canadian
arliamentary Committee on Banking and Com-
Jlerce, n connection with the renewal of the Bank
Charter Act, then under consideration.
The account here given appeared in Z/ke Citizon
9(f Ottz."“’a of Aprl 25, 1923, and was reprinted in
Credit Power *’ in June, 1923
In opening his address Major Douglas said that
When at rather short notice, due, he feit sure, only
to the pressure of events, he heard he was to have
the pleasure and honour of addressing the members
of the Canadian Club of Ottawa, and saw that the
title of his address was to be '* An Engineer’s Solu-
tion of the Industrial Problem,”’” he was bound to
say that for the moment he was seized with a cer-
tain amount of trepidation. He said he appreciated
¢ honour, and his mind went back to an early
bart of his misspent youth when personages in caps
and gowns broke in upon his activities with demands
w0 explain the relation, say, of the differential cal-
culus to the motions of the moon or something of
that kind. (Laughter.) But on thinking it over he
recalled that no doubt the members of the Canadian
ub were human, and that it might be well if he
wvent over the line of thought and experiences that
ad brought him to the conclusions he had reached.
ste said the beginning of this rather long-winded
i ory was about fifteen years ago. He said he was
tn %d‘a in charge of the Westinghouse interests in
C © *ast, and it Tlappened that one of those interests
oncerned a survey of a large district with a good
inesatl of water-power. The survey was made at the
ance of the Government of India, and there was
ound to be a good deal of water power all right.
i;glor Douglas said he went back to Calcutta and
esa and asked what was going to be done about
rn()n:' ,, +hey said, ‘“ Well, we have not got any
S At the time manufacturers in Great
lnacal'n were hard put to for orders, and prices for
said };nery were very low indeed. Major Douglas
Pose € accepted the statement made, and, he sup-
» .Pigeon-holed the fact in his mind. _
i 2 tlat time, he said, he dined frequently with
Indgiant egnan who was the controller-general of
Contir’,fﬁl he used to bore him very considerably by
redit. Ef. talking about something that he called
and B.rita‘e used to tell of his experiences in India
Meltin dgl ith Treasu_ry_ officials who persisted 1
to Wha% i and re-coining rupees, having regard
“* Silver a]r?é} callled the quantity theory of money,
e d have nothing to do with the situa-
{rieng uSedary entirely depends upon credit,”” his
haq his fri to say. Major Douglas remarked that
"Iesop&,tN lend given him a short, sharp lecture on
as intelliﬂ'rllal]a' 1t would have heen at that time about
Mygy hav%l € to him, Nevertheless, that fact also
Maior Dgot pigeon-holed in his mind. '
the p ouglas proceeded ta say that just before
in CO-nnec'S Was employed by the British Government
P_ad ingtolr?rfl with a raillway for the Post Office from
dlfﬁcllltles 'OWh‘teCh?lpel. There were no physical
t orderg ‘:lth the enterprise at all. He used to
Set orderg to get along with the job. He used to
Men, Ano slow up with the job and pay off the
Ty = as a matter of fact,” said Major
ang i M. ] L. is one of the oldest readers of THE NEW AGE,
Ouglag’s . c. Who. wrote the grst pamphlet on Major
S heoremsno‘ fi pamp e v
W unfortun. tely out of print. We

'S inter able to publish ning from his pen after
7 V. something Irof X
il Continile ?f Several years, The ser?es beginning to-day
or the next eleven or twelve issues.—ED.]

Douglas, ‘‘ the railway is not finished yet.”’ (Laugh-
ter.) ‘‘ Then the war came,” said Major Douglas,
‘“and I began to notice you could get money for an 'y
purpose.””  And that struck him again as being
curious.

After that there was an interval, so far as he was
concerned personally, until he was sent down to
Farnborough to the Royal Aircraft Works in con-
nection with a certain amount of muddle into which
that institution had got. After some weeks he had
found that the only way in which he could do any-
thing was to go very carefully into the costing. His
friend, Sir Guy Calthrop, had suggested to him to
get some tabulating machines, which he did, and
after a time he began to live with those things, he
said, and even to dream of rivers of cards emanat-
ing from those machines. One day it struck hu]n,
with regard to the figures on those cards, that t};e
wages and the salaries did not represent at the
week-end the value or the price of those goods pro-
duced. ‘‘You say anybody would know that, efmld
I suppose they would,” said the Major. But it fol-
lowed to him 1f that was true, then 1t was alsottme
in every factory in every week at the same gne
Therefore, it was true that the amount ofhpurc aal:
ing power or wages and salanes durng t a(ic. we&’i <
was not sufficient to buy the product accor éng]eg
the price at that week, He said he was cox% n‘; ed
n this by talking with his chief accountant, i
told him that the Treasury notes drawn out ob =
bank each week at Aldershot seemed to cqmed ack
again. Some of them became quite old frien s’.: y

When, after that, he was immersed 1n mdus rl(:;.
disputes, he had found that the easiest So}utl(:r?ore
the difficulty with those who weraﬁghtm% dor s
wages was to give it to them. ‘It settled every
thing,” added the Major, amid laughter.

Afterwards, he said, he went to Richborough, one

of the concrete cities built during the war. And he

was immensely impressed by the fact thatﬁliejgl(t)?
the withdrawal of something like seven m lbehind
the best producers in the countl'yl» ]ed‘“fﬁen e
the C3 population, the older peopic, WO

irls, yet they had been : '
gonc;'eyte citigs. Also, there were being poured ou

immense quantities of matena} t(iiv]ia;f gte;slgaos);egé
Yet everybody in the country was gThese more

as hich a standard as before the war. 2
or Iegs detached facts became also more or le

igeon-holed in his mind. ey
A “Then his attention was attracted tcixae}flfuegci fhat
paganda that was being conducted tobt ean e
““ we must produce more.”” And he fi}g;is e
what would happen when the whole o s
production was diverted in pt?an t-m;efne n e
this intensive propaganda galtr}lél : ‘f%g/ S e

lemented by a new cry ) :
Zléglr) trflrzl;ltion, anﬁ, only ha]rd \V())I‘I( would save them
{ ‘ruction. aughter. 3 e
frOﬁjednestﬁ'g ;233 hg‘wrbote an article, the ﬁl_‘:t th
had ever attempied It dealt \‘\’lthtthe (iehltlselori] ;?d
’ i ' stance
er-production, and the circums .ar;

;?gntic?ned. He had said that 1f things wer; t;fsz
represented, then the more that was produced th

bigger the problem was going to become. He was

sevel 31 . 1
A i enthHS and Cal led _U.l X
>V ) CEIISUIed fOl‘ hlS COIl[ y : ’

jot1 as no doubt e
patriotic. But there was n e believe
so far as Britain was concerned, '?:C?Stﬂtesr they

Tn]
Canada, and he knew for a fact : Hiche
were ab’solutely chock full of the ncwgﬁfl:e?e L
plant. Farms had llgeerilggtx\;ante e
lovment at the tilS,
?[%er?lihére came a feverish boom, anlcll il SPECEaCu%ar.
ise 1 ‘ces ; afferwards an equaly Spectacular
ey prigl “unemployment. All those wonderful
Sllgi?tg’ bgéan to be broken up and the owners to go
to bankruptcy. fa¥
L It was not true in 1919 that Britain was a poor,

poor country,” emphatically asserted Major
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Douglas. He said for fifteen years he had been | lies in the financial system, and that the l:ilfﬁf“gfg
(o)

pigeon-holing these disconnected facts, and he 1 ;
geo : : facts, was | arises not through lack of goods but in lack
{(}Jurl;ll{;ng nthles% tlclll_ngsfo_ver when his mind went back | chasing power. gT hat that pgurchasing power 15 mmPé%
lo. Thatg rz_arrll 1an gleﬁlcll. He thought to him- | a question of tickets, and that what you have tg'ect
e was nlg £ Ihe key to the problem | is to get into the ticket system with the single cilj et
cient puichasingc'lg)csx?/gre"a;"zi:iirg\?a?gl(‘i Ir)lgltlg%Ot Su‘fﬁl- s producilng B o e e ol S;;?d tghe
1 , said | uglas, ‘‘ more purchasin ower. Until you do, 15
&?;‘grffgn )lmy own t_gchmcal knowledge,” said I\'Iajorl in closing, I3‘:my further alg/ility to produc s
] uglas emphatically and amid applause, | only stultified by the nability of the 3

[ th SR d . .
at aﬁt. tg;gf tlf] no producticn problem in_the world | lation to consume what you produce, and, 33 ¢ jon,
t all; ere 1s no single thing which, if you | th : e all t apply to roducty
will put v g ) B that energy we have all tried to apply to PX=adly
put your money down on the table, you cannot forced 1nto w ] S| we get ! G
get.”” Also, he said that there is someth : is forced nto wrong channels, anc ] I chink, 2
seriously wrong with administration. S 1}'1,<1;r_ iy’ unbalanced production system, \,v,thh’
Nobemedy .’ he declared. “* Tt is o ocialism is | what we have at the present time.
4 y eclared. It is only an adminis-
trative panacea. The only way that administration
came in was by the consideration that it does not :
;‘;ntsrotlhpohcy, but finance does. It is the man who Drama.
e e sl o o Gari Torn: A
sise the position,”” said the speakerl e”t% em}ll’h?‘ In the judgment of the Ibsenite J‘g}:é auth‘?f;
on the one side a demonstrated Capac.it t s dayf Borkman ** fails to win a place among = illlar
and deliver gcods which is far in excessyofo;?nro uce | great plays. Even such an enthusiast 3. wan elin
sible demands, so long as you don’t producey ?}?SE Archer described the last act as the w?lr acts Contar?f
Xefwhelmmg consumer, war.”’ Eliminate war ar?d fecbled hand.” The first and Sccol curt bef(():e;
de?;e vgas g. producing system far in excess of any S;:Ch prolonged explanation of what ﬁf takes %l:e )
Clairireldst;l at can be made upon it. Major Douglas the December evening on which thCIt) irzle L 4 o
have pro ilt Lhe war and the events that followed | o dramatic interest cannot be St= alC intend®C e
& thart) thV:c fit_at. It used to be said,” he urged, glO-St of the play consists of dml]oglteen Years'it a7
utting off of Russia would raise the price ring out how, over more than thir fafﬂ] Smofe

characters have drifted into their presenarouse d o
tion. Yet this production has probae & = appa I
moters expccﬁ;‘c ) ;
rme A
1d not be te : Chﬂ‘qurkmaﬂ

gg: '}?ee:;;!tlhBrit;}in to famine prices ”’  “* Yet within
befo};e,” e Z;Egce,l?flghea_lt in Britain was less than | : i, )
wheat areas had made exclusion of these enormous ;n erest than its pro
ilion the ability of no perceptible difference at efranItl_g a pu_blxc that cou d not b2 s of teshs
Y denanids T ol <t3 remaining areas to supply | & ‘é’g this the play’s p=cu i“ b G2 iel -
menti at.  Major Douglas said 1 have been in its favour. . JO& nt doiieg the!
ntioned that because peopl ald 1€ | nassed eight § sel f-imprisonme” ot of Y55
argument as regards n)anrl)lfopte would “admit the | the ma'glr%tn ony ari Oln Sciio for the greate’ p?ngdom ¢
St actures, *but deny it as | . O R Jed into 2 & iects: 410

far as agri :
riculture is concer i exist il
: : ned, Heniees Bis 1 xistences. Once down, he su 0
s illustra- king but B9 "1d he Y

tlo’]_qi]ere il s aiisl?\\én, where there was a Se 5 !
: as therefore this first f h ooked out of his tower to survey Thery ik’
tained : st fact, that the ascer- 0 +he tred th¥,
of the pgo“cfiuct.mn power of the world is far in excess sfu}'ely have conquered but é)r own his fqotrgning gtr,
power to consume. Yet, on the other side l,rlendst;.1 Hel trampcfg ltllp andor'f’ i, and 1is Te B
> | ing out how he would have GOl )

there was an inc i : J15
tifes of life in mgﬁi’s;ﬁgc?;lm%lﬁeigr\géiebﬁfle necessi- | the applause that would have hollowedS' fo9 v
SBeonicn] snse el ge areas . : ly those | A
thac g o blfg cities living under conditions Iemtmdh tto g }lln}r]n' Onrgndlose ideas: ish st
“So if there nstitute a decent standard of living. r;ltcﬁ;g tho alg rtee Wltyonl; End who Alt
was enorm i r than later, any¢ i omeé: {
ous capacity to (Froduce, and | befriend him, your ships Wll{ cor\lsg rllld, the €2 fir®

there were enormous need

N eeds to be filled, and some- | w . , into the i
the gmakei.betxvff r}stzfct\tyol’ b et "’ queried W?serlith(t?ll\éerggsr}clda}l?ric—liillrl)ed him- 4 ot
ouglas, “by which t} icket system,” said Major | cousin of Hialmar Ekdal. ley WIL i
L e e people who want can get Bork : hort, was @ Ottorré 2 0%s Ul
system.’’ ﬁ’:a%d " o produce, that is, the financial | 1, S Oi ying to submer o i
; sl bour}ce. As a child | Ly1L g the way mley’ s
owl of water is fascinat® Botto™ihe {wieg

aving ascertained the broad 1 '

e s ¥ broad outline of the thin s i is fascinated BY 1

o) toJ dl;is.?l\cilvitihihSOIUtlon became technical. T»heg}; s}?a?el: i?égiﬁuf‘],e lviifﬁbc:;l who l>°55~escss and effof;'

the lines in which tﬁegrc\)\]/agirlnd tg Sc1>me' extent along | quality. The public, therefor®, ?idBor
eal with the move- | Bottomley. But it can understall orkmanonﬁ' » 10

ments of traing o ;
; . r the run :
not 1pn the Shghtest Illng Of a faCtOI'y. He dld - ]CSS Sympat‘hetic polnt o1 Vleb‘;; r].Siﬂg
ea

d a . :
Zzli Process, he sajc _eg‘f%%hnc}ftm;an}}/l sort of mechani- | cal absurdity of risin high
: > “1s that we h”f/e ;}Vle to rcallse,f })lay, along with “ When “{? Borl<ma§(’)1ﬂ695i'ﬂ W
C y one way of | lowed the “ ¢ Builaer- N i o’
y d the “ Master nd agaih £ 11v€% 1%
)

call out the v ] e :
money or finance,’’ Vﬁ/[rlq’ and that is what we | did not climb a tower now 2

had  demonst & i i
. ' rat Jor Dougl evemen
deliver anythingegh that they coulq® = Sald they | to boast or celebrate an ac{ﬁ in ]udlC'fOUt1 that W
they had demonstra?tda?g body coulq r;e?q e anfil %‘Ia_llery SaE househ'on jse the ]ggrkmﬂﬂf' i,
: e at th uire, an {is creation seems to S!81¢ $ -on 0 0¢
rtr?é{setpgjaf S‘?t}Sfa'c fortly Ma‘jgrt lgngl\;ellmem doé_as not | had found the Master Bulldelf 01};113 inﬂtlo?vfoﬂg,atﬂ’
mos deipitcly incumbent G g3 841 vas | i vamglony, s bonsifow”grie oyl
8 s oo dons o when they see it hos S lrs | Seif as & mighty clever ; ofin 2 co85 g of UptT
Whine ot one as regards this ticket o S some- | was no better than a»Sqllll"f i, stead jar- ixdﬂhc"
Sta.n% da stands between, then they WOU%]d im,_ the | but for the inhumanity o tu'nif,lg 'het of rﬂgyc i
torde i i and let the people who are least fitt tg ffea]-wita], it woul ot the Sorimi]ar,vgﬂ bl
Bkl };agrom 1ack of experience, try to do it, SOmee ?Qékman_, indeed, ha,SS 3nen, ar iave gl A
Douglas ‘an%loth to do something, warned Majo; 1;‘{’“{ 1 c.lStljmdberéide the theatr€ o f’ﬂﬂ‘,
first? “T Woulde'QUestlon 1s—who 1s going to do it thgica i ?urity 0 theﬂfdﬂﬂf’m‘
r present popularity. ., o tV ’ B"rdu'lt c

ask you to dire : '
irect your attention to ““ John Gabriel Borkman i pridf‘ ¢ the 2

the proposition tha
: ol i :
am puttmﬁabefore you; that it | the empty but uncompromxslttimde P
d

is perfectly impossi
y 1mpossible to deny that the real difficulty | his wife, and, second, the a

i_

A

R
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acters to the son, Erh i i
¢ 3 ard Borkman. The situation
;‘ilh(;ch has been developed by the end of the first act
Prie\:s three women fighting for monopolist pro-
thay ?lr.ShlP of the boy’s soul. His mother demands
b 1s mission in life shall be to raise her up again
e ber expllathn of his father’s fraud. Her sister,
sl 1t him up and educated him, hungers for
laterglri]:atliozlhas the boy’s mother, for reasons which
B ehtW_o= themes together, and provide the
b tﬂy pathetic and poignant episode of the play.
S ird woman, Mrs. Wilton, divorced, gay, and
\vomem’ wants him for the usual purposes of such
Secosg’ and to spite the other two. When the
man bo act opens, and the play called after Bork-
s gtms to be about Berkman, it is as though 1t
Forte lS art afresh, necessitating a second long his-
beth regtatl\'e between two characters, this time
the a etr‘l orkman and Foldal. Thus the whole of
ol ction which can be justly called dramatic oc-
i ’2 tth_e,latter part of the second, and in the
ork cts; m the second, where it is revealed that
: man sacrificed love for i %
it, and in th : power without getting
Hvetite 0% ttllnrd where the family breaks up. ¥
suggest that : 1e play’s technical “defects—which
mediy 1at a novel would have been a fitter
i ddiaga.cters live on in the mind. The
up vanity doe ucicrousness of Borkman’s puffed-
vokes ay S not provoke dishelief in him; it pro-
over him Stg?rr;)gl dtlasuq to shake him and t,o \&%e-)
Suspicious th 1 aLly with his w:fe; hard, censorious
tryin at everyone who hefriended he S
p % fo hugruhate her, compelling her son to rs Y
this wgi’aafln;rrlg;lcaqd lands for her unique SEEIIT{I;-
Ty contact with a iZaihEhClaSh of emotion caused
he only character g Wf)ugh mtolgrable person.
censored f ms sympathy—she could
Waste her I; or such bad feminine intuiti
Re) te her life on John Gabriel B ll<n sion s e
2 ntheim.  Generous, overflowi orkman—is Ella
Ve, hungry for child-lov owing with unsatisfied
Misunderstanding all rou‘n?:l’ gl e
€ most curiou 5 :
Borkman’s running | vlv)art of the play is Erhard
;an have set OUthEilthay with Aflrs.( Wilton. Ibsen
gegnto portray the }’Ounggf gflc%ns ‘" ideas,’, intend.
Ber eration sacking the eff more broad-minded
: ore he had finished h eifete older generation.
Phetic of the faj he made the episode pro-
e ailure of the .
ard Borkman did younger generation. That
qther’s redemption ot want to give his life to his
st took on 1s intelligible. Not even Jesus
want goo0x that job o T :
vant to work, hyt ¢ n. Erhard Borkman did not
andersto()d' thotsh o enjoy life, which can also be
"> .Such is net 4 §L a complete objection to work
meS 1O surer wa 're way to enjoy life. Moreover,
woley and from '\Ehlnere]y to see the world on the
holman very much e bedroom window of an'.older
gf‘world as to k of the world, and so near to the
fan pjg fire }fep a younger woman in the party
when it should threaten to go out.
toré' Wilton, Zg\ﬁ"ﬁ) an interesting performance as
o Neticty: ofhue O3t S characters lend themselves
Dn any note fnterpretation. Each one can be played
ane ‘g, 0 rom earnestness to burlesque. velyn
ad of | ot take Mrs, Wilton too seriously. —In-
a dig; .Deing the gel ative of
thie Wusioned ordar < f-possessed representative o
anls Mrs. 1t order, modern and above convention,
E (1 a 2“ was self-conscious, a trifle sadistic,
£ ort Se\:entegnth-century anti-Puritan.
or Erhargl%ré 1}1{&5 too rich, too masculine, a voice
He  rs, Wilte o who 15 clearly neither in love
Wea1 S VpPnoti on, nor able to take care of himself.
Vealty - otised by th : e
in 21 IDhaes v the mirage of her gaiety and
o1& Erharq pcarest parable to Mrs. Wilton's tals-
tigrocled as.g man is that, while his rival mothers
ma;ess, Mrs, .V‘C/‘iI:VhO should have the baby, the
Meg S Almost 5 on, carried it off. Erhard Bork-
he B eu%emc argument showing what a

S t
ang orkm R
Marriage. ans had made of their lives, careers,

€
My 'Q Dane

>

The play is the final episode in a long process of
disintegration. It must surely have been written in
a mood of desperate pessimism, which would help
to explain the ‘‘ feebleness *’ of the last act. It
seems as though a voice commanded Borkman
through Ibsen, to go out and die. As a psycho-’
logical study the play is fascinating ; but its person-
ages are depressingly, not exaltingly, tragic. The
whip cuts all the way through, just because the
characters are as real as they are worthless. Look-
ing at them recalls an untouched-up photograph.
Take the interview between Foldal and Borkman;
it has a pathos that earns the pair no sympathy, nc
forgiveness, no pity. Each has indulged in the
pretence of admiration of the other for no better
reward than the pretenceof admiration. When Foldal
blurts out that Borkman’s return to the realm of
finance is impossible, that the lords of banking will
not beg the master to come back and rule, and
Borkman retaliates by calling his friend no poet,
disillusion spurs neither of them to action. Victor
Lewisohn performed Borkman with force and sin-
cerity, but Wallace Evennett’s Foldal was not dis-
tingwishable from any other sentimentalised doctor,
parson, poet, scholar, or anything else. As Mrs.
Borkman Nancy Price gave a magnificent flint and
steel characterisation, Primrose Mergan, who took
the part of Foldal’s daughter, ought to listen very
earnestly to Mrs. Patrick Campbell, who played
Ella Rentheim. She will then learn how crisp con-
sonants and round vowels justify appearance on the
stage. By the good example of first-class articula-
tion Mrs. Patrick Campbell continues to reproach
the great multitude of her juniors for their slipshod-
ness and aftectation. PAUL BANKS.

THe Screen Play.

« smoke Bellew."

This film, which has been trade-shown at the
Hippodrome, might more aptly have been named
< The Trail of the Trail of ’98,”" since it is nothing
but an extremely poor and amateurish attempt to
depict the Klondyke gold rush. It does not even
possess the redeeming feature of good photography,
which sometimes saves a screen-play from absolute
mediocrity. In this production the photography is
conspicuously bad. So is the lighting. It 15, 10

fact, one of those rare films which are so excessively
bad that they temporarily prejudice the beholder
: The ‘‘star’’ 1S

against the screen in general.
Conway Tearle, who is a shining example of the
mistake of assuming that an actor with a reputa-
tion in the theatre must necessarfly make a film
artist. I do not know whether an English or Amert-
can director is to he blamed for the production, and
the fact that I could not sit throx’l,gh more than
twenty minutes of Smoke Bellew " 1s accountable
for the restraint of my comments. Now that I come
to think of it, the film has one redeeming feature;

it might have been a fatalkue.”
“ §o This Was Paris.”

The most interesting recent production at the
Capitol is a short film made up entirely of extracts
from “ topicals ** depictmg the Paris of twenty
years ago. This is history made vivid. A Paris with
a few motors and in which pedestnam_sm_was not
vet as dangerous as the métier du 70i, 10 which
female hair was worn long, femnine skirts served
as auxiliary scavengers, and the costume of women
in general was of a singular and incredible ugliness.
T discount the facile retort that the costume of the
present day may appear equally ludicrous and
equally unaesthetic in 1948 modern woman at least
dresses so as to indicate the nature of such bodily
charms as she may possess, instead of draping the
human figure with irrelevant curves. To see ' Se
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. : : 15 nof-
@ la Lewis Carroll. Parry’s nonsense is not Carroll's n0

This Was Paris”’ is to realise how the film can i
sense, for Carroll was a genius who seemed ab!e ) thso

make the past live, and how the screen might be-

come an educative force, in the best sense of that from his unconscious, with the result that certail pal;wn'i
‘“ Alice ” are like a pleasant nightmare. Miss Cha?tmee

over-abused term, if the majority of producers would

abandon their naive belief that sticky sensuality, book is a novel for children.

children on a visit to a castle.

It tells the adventures gﬁn
These include the €0 hiddéﬂ

slushy love scenes, and immensely 1
e y magnified close- | life of the heraldic monsters, and the finding of some
g;f);c:zere essential from the standpoint of the box- | treasure. The slyli} i 5plceaéi;:g to the gro&’n-UP' L9
. . a[iﬂ-
“ Under Arctic Skies.” A Mirror(l for Witches, By Esther Forbes. (Heine™
. ! . 1 , 7s. 6d.) 0
no;r}(;lnsl ei{);ee]lelf'ltthplc}gure (Stoll Plcture‘ ‘Theatre) 1S This story of the birth, development, trial, and delggier'
y of the best of the recent ‘‘ general re- | a witch, Doll Bilby—with twelve woodcuts writte!

Gibbings—is so uncommonly well conceive %’-’ not ‘h.c,
that it produces uncommon’ irritation. Why G Gith it
author go for a major work of art, and have C:O: peri

Instead she has fallen into the lethargy Of.st ]not the prit

leases,”” but one of the best travel films yet shown.
In 1ts_st’a_rk simplicity, it is comparable with ‘¢ Stella
Polaris.” Starkness is, indeed, the keynote of this
Alaskan film, which takes you in a comfortable arm-

Ehaisito 12 frozen- continent T 53 imitating the child manner of writing. se; a2
merit of not having been paadeclltouhtdD”Lst};livzpecr;ll tentious child manner of Gertrude Stein, U.Iucgl?{v lisp "Vlg:
1_'153cenr}:T productions of the kind ﬁqe Va]lesvo o% ]“S;hv'e;y /f\”r-tm}iovc{l fr(fm the prewn?oﬁ,sgrgt‘&t er bZ (]:llﬁld
s d. ey ich Anita Loos makes men want t 2 is @ ~ il
i Yu}i:cc’)lxl‘ls Ii]\c/lersrg?]léetsﬁ t}l;'e ?})lreak-tll? of the ice on | and be monstrously wicked with her by dm:l;'e sentime"(‘)t:d
““ high spots *’ ‘[ fl e birt .C-f an iceberg are the | manner somewhere between these an Cabell’s % %?rnf['
o] f: '? a film which is alse notable for 1its yearning in the style of James _er.‘ch hou wit€ belief
g l.ps of wild hf.e, If only exhibitors would Life.” Esther Forbes has no illusions & A poseof wert
realise that the public would gladly pay to see more All through the narrative, in which there is h witches craft
good travel films and fewer machine-made s in witchcraft, and in the evidence on WHICH it B i
plays. @ screen- convicted, there is a fully conscious criticism = he wor at
. ) a fully u> v e that theasrrois
DAVID OCKHAM. Only a very dull reader could fail to s€¢ t Sle who ent
l; satire on" belief in witcheraft, OI" thcnl')cccgo Ie:slt;ip o
a umours or add to them because they ! jl-wor? Sfess
Reviews. for getting nto the hmelight, on  the &7 by P{eo{v'“"
Bad Girl. By Vina Delmar. (Philip Allan, 7s. €d judges which enables them to secure €O8 & gy
There is no accounting for the tastes of tl’ s. €d.) ing friendliness, and on the self-hypnosi$ by t “t,(;f o
for example, should these 275 pages "bout]c States. Why, | sincerely believed in witchcraft. 1 tht's'lh nnf"aanaUS;;
in New York, who is going to have z;‘ndd 4 young person | cause the note on the cover says t}m uilt. AL It're
be SOlq up to nearly 200,000 Volu;ne- - does have, a baby, | implicitly believes in her (Doll Bilby’s) ,grth ‘V}."le‘q 5atlth
Therq is this to be said, that e booI: n a few r.nont.hs?’ Qf witchcraft such as this is work \\arth ‘Vr'teyénleenn'
and, sincerely and honestly written. 1t Is good of its kind, | fit subject for a novel. But why on etvle not Se‘he 56"3110
and full-blooded. But it Jacks entirel lshreal life, dramatic | of the seventeenth century’s follies in 2 ﬁ.,};ng fo : if it o
Vechten or a Hergesheimer, or th y the genius of a Van | century but worse—the style of one }'gﬂq A thi glere ﬁ,‘rhe
realism and sentimentality “’_h. | ¢ artful combination of | teenth century ? Simplicity is & &7, ge tll 48
allty ich have made Edna Ferbes d in_ordif dmirﬂbt‘:maﬂ mé

grown-up simplicity, cultivated
directly. Roundabout simplicity 18

and Fannie Hurst. It is not sloppy-sickly enough to get
2 R - Forbes @0 ; 17 ma
fact, of course, is that Esther E which 1““'2{‘rniﬂg 2 5tyw

the English suburbs i
gaping. But we should lil i
do well here, because in nearly every page th»lc:: fg sSc(frcntlzE

th' / i i . £ - é / 2 , 10 .l é
ing worth an intelligent reader’s aftention. L.~S: Zsl?el%ou:l(}culg?s Iggl}tl;lc’?nqci]i?sgt, lfCPCt'F"éc’xzi‘ichcraft}\' N
" Into Thin Air.” By Horatio Wi g . of writing is itself an effort to Prac tion.
i anfl. w0
(eG Ilfll;ston Mystery.” By Robert Milward Kenned Houdini. By Harold Kellock. (I—Imqer}l’lold t]le,“i,entegb
Into g‘hinc;zl" {rody) : 4 For more than twenty years Hou m;nd pars ‘"Bouf:a jelt
n Air concerns a vanishing trick. A fugitive from | he could escape from any locks, bolts o4 him: o Dyt

a :
man; and no one was able t0 contr ¢ had o0 a“’ayud‘nli

justice dissolves into nothi i i

s cea e 1ingness in the sight of his pursuers. i :

Subs ‘}I]yste¥ioues 1:1 spotted again, chased, and lost in the | ToPes, or wet sheets, or iron chains, would \Vaf]ltxt I‘Iod th?

genious gentle anner, At the end of the book an in- | to himself for a few e a » e‘to ihe lnd

genous & hapggsn PII'OS‘;CS how it was done by explaining how Expert packers, eager (O tl‘llténﬁgzxesy Oﬂlo pail h;lt al
pPOse that there might be a comjunc. | Would nail him up in hefty ‘t\;(f)‘f‘)‘; than it tookoutsidg’ut- gnd

tion of circumstan i rhi i €
ces 1n whlch, if I threw my shirt out of he could get out in a shorter hether he © ZId t edt tr} Gcll
W t Stea

Sir Edw : .
¢ Tl?eacg'r)iﬂi ”» ward Parry. (Heinemann. gs. | Strength, dexterity of prats agi(ums sal
n.” By E. M. Glannan to do all the things the mety rather anno orfect

the window, spectator
1 s of the deed mi i i :
the shirt; but o _deed might think I was in | He could open any sal€, © T o i
the shirt; but t;fyde“cgi“l ddreqwe careful psychological pre. | Wanted to see inside, or inside angetecav S]“éo“,all Ogsmr‘is
pication to be o de ved, Even Maskelyné could not put jail in the world could [101.d him. him up 1% ad beg of fich
with no properties atr?rf] a kerbstone at a moment’s notice search him, handeuff him, Chﬂ'“omcnts A o Ehr'ﬂ‘
lieve that the fugitiv 1,d§1d. Yet the reader is asked to be. | and lock the door; in 2 ey P"Op(erly me Wﬂznjur‘;ﬂd
by some ik thie w nggled out of the hands of the police ghem w_hy ey it Hot hm‘}uip(his o pes 2 Cbere hi;
The Bleston M st: .S,Or}- 3 Interesting biography Of Hqu g:?l‘ful esC2F cepti%] I;GPt D?
ennedy can Spinya fil s a straightforward story. Mr. Weiss) will find all b -Wboli]t with 20 o f‘p e’ t(; i
prL?vf-slng improbabili%iels“ aI“d. make it exciting without im- tricks described in demll]" methods i gl li‘e for. ot anﬁ?icﬂ"
qQuality of Messrs. G:ollar;czvst Is distinctly above the average there, no explaqatlor} o :Lf it seems theytgn eC ‘thf Ph};i{erl
. ol recent detoctive fiction, J. G :gg:ggs \xxz]lll ‘(‘leér;fll;gb‘l‘lf?s"‘t'hat he nev nere 7 matg‘lié regu pid
, o . b : 2 4 i < A%d O ; ﬂ /
P £ e Scariet Herring,”  The First Book | his scemingly magical tricks “1cllmfuld were h(!id b)’ed; Y
5
1
t
Al e ’ Hei fatural This honeés a 4 0%k il
volumes by Sir Ec‘l)\(\)rksddre for the Chil(dr: o s G anduthe Teiiintf:.alist; bWho finally fouvners, but d;‘ ! %46
thirty years The Parry were frep oy, Lhe three | Gopi, i e he had psychi€ PO ihereuP” ¢ e ol
y years ago. The origing] ey € published about ing him that he ha Houdini they “upse” gofle dft
of print, and Messrs. Heinema 1008 haye 1q or would not tell the truth. O “pich [foes =5of S03
(E Ent, an o e ?:erlr}dm] 00w issye the?E i';ee;x out | 4 campaign to expose the medlu“::']éver cox}]quught,eruedr:ﬂl‘
ltlrated, s gl el gl ll:;;:’(fsg,l sirongly bound, 11‘113;: ;’“01‘61, f?" }1ehexposeg a-“’i?cottﬁic wholesda'ljnfs‘cogt;{‘ou}d 9
ey are go : ] : arge pages ; hundred of them. DesplC the ML I ;
;)ther e dgr c(:]qs ngg:lfs %:drgggﬁ};l sm %’f‘pi‘risongwitgf nlg;t\vl pre“tensxons to psych(;c po:\;elg,v’,llilf,le patrons- éﬁ'zﬂ[‘l
iNo X and 4 als. anted th : still continue, to find many seiion: t' ‘
gxpf‘:\r’msli)s:t, it seems to me, however, that tI:esaet ‘G‘SE{QS*’“S an armylo?eHo(lidinis to kill superst! 7ish? u“dd "3”
cxping B o ms, However' ¢ i ﬁ e hy EdwardS- S0 ?af
. . a i i : O ‘ ‘\
shxllmgs;vgg}?ahcrve to think twice before spe}lding ars‘i};vz Wi\l;ter AR ey Dox:tc;:e])i i dbrt‘::s' 1 f";?te'l’l‘;?ﬂ'lls‘
sl i ok tice befe : i ery quiet, very gents ol pursue’ it J
: form. o for E p for falry ta]es in COIOUF' Miss i::d,“rards’ hrst n(;::/e Unus%z"lll'c 1-ye§5'ﬁeld5
b E an

best B o ¢ amusement valu :
o r{'l ad%ezgwcl)lf t;f;] él}e children. Sir Edw:rtolflgg?r}t'};els)’()csl};z
't pieces, half fairy tale, half nonsense

She has & %Specmlly

appointed path. feaves

how trees and fields 100 summer
their rather commonplaceé
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?tl:'mbly shivering in the cold and rain. Against that delicate,
anl(? hbackground.her human figures move with a rhythm
g armony which dignifies their- most ordinary moments,
s 1pre\{ents us from condemning the author for the
easi? ltfy into which a writer less gifted and sincere might
s thy all, pursuing such a road. Dorothy Edwards is an
uthor whose work always deserves close study. L. S.

For ;;atlggxiq. By R. L. Mégroz. (Hodder and Stoughton.
abi}u\(Cfry hpleasant little compilation of letters from, to, and
Py athers, sons, daughters, uncles, and other oddments.
lucer v, Consumer. By Sir Ernest Benn. (Benn, Self
4 .Imd Society Booklets, No. 5. 6d.)

quantti canfnot be suggested that there is any appreciable
imaninty Oh mutton in the world that is not eaten; nobody
norbhatxs tl at there is a stock of flannel hidden somewhere;
coaling ('31 tht]aard anyone c,l,mrge the capitalists with con-
factins stock of bedding.” Nor, we suppose are manu-
S a?x10u§ly seeking markets for goods they cannot
ol o there is no machinery standing idle because of
Al Gt emand for what it can produce? *“ Poverty is not
e ‘wn of money. . . . You cannot eat monéy; you
Wil o5 'tvcar money ; money won’t keep the rain off.”” Nor
ey Stil_kver)" intangible entity, credit. Yet some day it
! shellte Sir Ernest Benn that although food, clothing,
exehar ecn; are available, they car: only be obtained in
restrictﬁm ofr money and credit, and that if there is a
A th m'do purchasing money, you are likely to go short
SOmethinl st of plenty, so that poverty may possibly have
Droposesg t%'do with money after all! ‘“This pamphlet
ey sonot lhn_g; nothing in it will enable (one) to go out
plan.» A]Tlst m}g;_ it suggests no action; it propounds no
Of the. hidcn ough it does glance at the privileged position
éids wit Ker, these remarks are very true. Sir Ernest
ith a quotation from Epictetus—and that also is

SOmcthing o
> u cannot - wear : : T
ceep the rai}; o eat or wear; neither wnlll it even

Nero, By Desider Kostolanyi. (Gollancz. 7s. 6d.)

It is ;
sets himz;]g?fa)tls a bold attempt when any writer seriously
timeg, Otherok{'etlreate stories and characters from classic
Sailing, Bu tths Qf historical romances are fairly plain
did not Know ?] atins and Greeks, unlike the Hebrews,
in a hard r 1,“.1at_ romance was. They lived their lives
e Voidhne T light, for all that the Greek poets may
Necessarily be persuade us otherwise. And so there must
Athentic noge o CLling missing in a book like this, the
and even the A a rule. True, Sienkewicz, Macaulay,
¢ en-Hur,” | :‘merlcan mllxtary gentleman who wrote
here hag fi,liled]a‘be succeeded where we think our author
and put in me ecause they have spent much more time
meﬂhary i ore mosaic, more carefully coloured frag-
and Successfulu' Also, they make their story run, swiftly
Vith a chapt ¥, while this good friend here messes about
though he l;]el‘lsatlon which handicaps him. Nevertheless,
as not recreated a great figure for us, he has

\\'rltten a bo

1 ok with ; S
B\ere the makings ofl:agnoyoclln:;;}s,tmg pagien 2 hIe;ese}nd
ut Soft We :
el Are Obsery Synis! ’.
- Thsmlth, 7. 6d.) ed! By Hilaire Belloc. (Arrow

is volume
Jacket Me is what the publishers, in large letters on the

lllusn_étCall a « Chester-Belloc. ** because Mr. Belloc’s text is
hester_Bel‘]:th_ drawings by "Mr. G. K. Chesterton. The
tane suggestc Is undoubtedly an amusing animal. Its very
erm s 5 S a frolic of good fun, and whoever invented the
gen.‘“ if genius, Indeed, there'is no doubt that he is a
. e believe, it was Mr. Bernard Shaw who
iterary combination * the Chester-Belloc i8n
. Cve, + YEW AGE so lon o as February 15, 1905,
aNtics of 'y tgaé 1S by the \vay_l ’Ighzgpresent exani‘,ple of the
conch 2 youn hESter:Belloc is an hilarious detective story in
of tl? 9 ng]§ “(}merman of guileless temperament, who has
of We °"ernr?1 for a holiday, is mistaken by secret agents
grant?st Trani, en,trf?r the representative of the small State
Work P8 @ cong 'his representative has to be cajoled into
K the danoncession to this country of absolute rights to

(Brs the depg ;
Can el')mn Is [:1 Sx:t of Eremin, which has been discovered there.

on € mada ew mineral out of which a new motive fuel
e ‘3

and the book therefore makes a topical satire

Am fig!

e |ht f 0 2 3

Goy. can, or?(l;o ?‘I-) The adventures of this bewildered
alsg o 'Mment, bt d by the sleuth-hounds not only of the

S » but ; 1 &
We . ON g of two millionaire share-shufflers who are

fraep,, © Kept toor;:\(mllrnt make good fun; but at the same time
of 3ecause the ¢ 0 actuality to enable us to laugh quite
Sony he (-‘Ombin:]'tkt is by the Belloc and not the Chester
“"hﬂ {'-O“G I)"Cfor:l 1on, it is written in @ style which, per-
Majeq vaS 1 “,r;(; lf’,fh(—‘_D_\'Fotechni('nl prose of “ The Man
2L an Uy, ™ with which story the present tale

excellent o
nt ¢ e SRR
companion on the bookshelf. It is in

t}ie tone of Swif.t; grave, simple, real. There is not a single
line which, by itself, could be quoted for its humour; yet
every page of * But Soft, We Are Observed!” keeps' one
smiling. There is not an incident which, by itself, belongs
to reality; but the whole is based on the facts of politics and
finance. The effect of the'book is therefore comparable to
the distorting mirrors at % fair; one laughs at the grotesque
reflection because one recognises the reality it distorts.

Some examples of the sense of reality behind the fun will
be particularly appreciated by readers of THE NEw AGE:
Page 12, *‘ Before the sleuths were well round the corner, he
had already rung up the general manager of the Truth and
Justice Private Enquiry Company. That Great Personage,
the trusted ally of Mighty Governments, and still more
Mighty Banks. . . .”

Page qgo, ** The nation was shaken to its depths [deliberate
cliché] over the so-called * Cession ’ of Ceylon. Few were
clear headed enough to perceive that the political control of
the island was a mere convention, and that the reality of the
situation lay in our banking system and investments there,
all of which were safeguarded.”

Page 194, ** The * Black Horse ' on the shorés of Winder-
mere is one of the four hundred and seventy-three unknown
little wayside inns of England which are in every guide-
book. [It] is owned by Amalgamated Imperial Brewery
Company, of which most of the shares are owned by the
British Investment Trust, Ltd., of which a controlling in-
terest lies in Pagman’s Cheese, Dairy, and General, of which
the bulk is held by the Caledonian Securities Averaging Asso-
ciation, of which most of the Deferred Preference, ail the
Debentures, and 31 per cent. of the Ordinary are in the
possession of Angus Worsing, Esquire [one of the concession
hunters].” I.S.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR.

“ THE THIRD LINE.”

. . I should be glad to read the Editorial answer
ajority want to

and fail to do

Sir,— .
to the question : (1) Do you think that the m
abolish destitution for all without exception,
so only because they are ignorant or deceived? (2) Or do
they fear the cessation of offering economic victims to such
an extent that they believe some catastrophe will follow any

offort to achieve economic security without procrastination?
O. E. Posr.

[The above extract is the last paragraph from a lo‘n'g
letter which argues the apposite of the implied affirmative
answer to the question. ,

The answer to the question is, simply :—

(1) The majority are either ignorant or deceived. The
views of a minority only on this subject count. The rest
are only counted. )

(2) The majority do not know anything about the sub-
ject, and would believe economic prosperity possible if
told and shown.—ED.]

“ THE THEORY OF THE COST-PRICE SYSTEM.”

i ilderic
Sir,—Allow me to say how grateful I am to Mr. Hilderic
Couséns for his careful review of my book, and espec(lialll()i
for the very concise formula, that *“ an increasing standar

of life will be at the disposal of the producers for, as 'a[wl}lo!;z.
they will be constantly buying at a falling price ]e\&}dv. nto
receiving constant incomes.’’ That is the desiderats nﬁ.:
shell. I must enter a gentle protest, however, against his

ing that my book ‘* amounts to a restatement of
f}?énrr:},:g? tgpéhe wholZ ;l))roduce of labour, which has ecl_aoe_d
down the last hundred years.” I was concerned to vindi-
cate no rights. The point is rather an important one. 1
was concerned to vindicate no rights (knowmgé what a
quicksand * rights ™’ have proved in the past), but I was
concerned to show that the system, which may be said to
base itself upon the admission of such rights (although I did
not claim that the system was so based), was a sound
economic system, and did what was expected of it.

It is all too easy, in Economics, to get tangled up in ques-
tions of ** right,’” and of ‘* justice,”” and general ethical
considerations ; and I was concerned only to show that the
Cost-price System is economically sound and the Profit
System economically unsound.  AgnoLD J. W. KEPPEL,

i« Re-statement  is inadequate to
put I can think of no alterna-
tive but a long exposition of it- An pgp_rmsal of his economic
analysis would likewise talke a prohibitive space in Tur New
Ace, and I think it the more unsuitable, since Mr. Keppel
equire the condemnation of cupidity and the

[Mr. Cousens replies :
sum up Mr. Keppel's thesis,

appears to r T ¢ tae
completer installation of the Work State, in order to bring
about a generalised prosperity, which he so rightly insists

is now absent. ]
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LYRICS.

Songs and Musical Compositions of every
description considered for publication. Send

MSS. Dept. 2029, Peter Derek Ltd., 106,
Charing Cross Road, London, W.C.2.

—
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