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NOTES OF THE WEEK.

T
he Central Hall Demonstration.
[By Arthur Brenton.]

er;iar(}:’i Executive and Members of the London
V€ been o ub deserve all the congratulations that
e("l helq o4 thered them on the success of the Demonstra-
1&’ Ching e efCEIltral Hall, Westminster, last Thursday
ca(’Ve M or that tried and frusted servant of the
thm $he ’Spo; A L. Gibson, it is sufficient to say: He
ar,e Meang 1, €; he conquered. And the character of
fad intimatg Wwhich he conquered, namely the humane
sﬁctual Mate _tone of his appeal, the relevancy of his
N t‘l_tes ing; Tal, and the cogency of his arguments, con-
Hdie Tectly a high tribute to the worthiness of the

meanso allowed themselves to be conquered by

The g
Sog; X
hav:l Cr

Tg, OId ha Y o -

Qonecﬁon 0d at the political game, and one with many
tery, > of Proceedings in the Central Hall, said to
Tds: ““ Did you ever see an audience like this
isﬁnd Wwhat he meant was borne out separately
e Words t?lrs in my hearing, each of whom said in so

“Aance at what had struck him was the intelligent
ing ®n, ag haOf the persons constituting the assemblage.
i nthe rPPened, the conduct of the assemblage dur-
n,ar?t SUrDriseiSS confirmed this preliminary diagnosis, it
uy, de\was eng that one gentleman—an acute business
by Stan ard to remark: ‘I can’t say that I fully

'8ht ; oy Dew theory, but from what I've heard
1 Vhe 4 p’epclred to take it on trust.”

Reps Co o * %

“q: t;r‘g Witrﬁlpanng notes on the evening following the
e hf ther, sa' group Of.active Social Credit supporters,
eﬁtiad evaai{d something which ought to be recorded.
L"as igg ea:dthon some of his friends to come to the

& o Devitap e sup]ect explained. Mr. Gibson, as

Oy oulq 1, > Was obliged to omit several points which
ve elucidated: and ; p

S Tefesiaid and in reference to these

end said: ‘‘ I was a bit nervous that the

people whom I had brought would spot them and would
say ‘ Ah, this speaker is skating quickly round the thin
ice of his subject,” but,”’ he continued, *to my sur
prise afterwards they were completely satisfied with th
address, and did not appear to have missed at all the
very points which I had feared they would want to hear
explained before anything else.”’

* % *

Quite so. And there were probably many more Social-
Credit enthusiasts in the same situation: they had
brought visitors and were nervous lest the speaker would
leave loopholes through which these visitors would want
to shoot at them afterwards. I fancy that this nervous-
ness is the consequence of a mistaken assumption on the
part of Social-Credit advocates that those particular ques-
tions which they have found it most difficult to answer in
their private tussles with meticulous and persistent
critics must necessarily be uppermost in the minds of
a large, mixed assembly. A moment’s reflection will
show how ill-founded that assumption is; and parti-
cularly so as concerns the kind of audience which was
present at the Demonstration. We had in that hall on
that night a company of listeners who reflected with
balanced emphasis the common sense, the common ex-
perience, and the common humanity which constitute
the social conscience of the British people. We had a
community of spirit which was fatal to intellectual
specialism on the one hand and to undisciplined emo-
tionalism on the other. And in Mr. Gibson we had a
man who, it is no exaggeration to say, is, in his own
person, the embodiment of these qualities and the ex-
pression of this spirit. It was merely necessary for him
to speak what he felt for the audience to feel what he

spoke.
* * *

‘“ What I liked about your speaker,”’ remarked a
visitor to one of our members, ‘‘ was his choice of words
and phrases.”” There will be no need for me to annotate
the tribute with examples illustrating what this gentle-
man meant, except to mention Mr. Gibson’s choice of the
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antithetical words enrichment and impoverishment when
discussing the real-credit factors omitted or misdescribed
by the financial interests who prescribe, and impose upon
the Government, the model of setting forth accounts
known as the National Budget. This is all in keeping
with his opening statement when he invited his audience
to put aside political and social preconceptions, and to
weigh his arguments on their merits. “ For I am here,”’
he marked, ‘ to spread light, not heat.”’
* * *

There was little applause during the speech, but that
this was due to the concentration of alert intelligences was
manifest in the instant spontaneity with which it punctu-
ated, at the right places, the major steps in Mr. Gibson’s
argument. And nothing but arguments, or facts illus-
trative of arguments, drew any applause. The most im-
pressive passage in the speech was when he recited the
long list of scientific labour-saving inventions which mark
the advent of the Power Age, and thereby drew a graphic
picture of the fast-contracting scope for human services
within the economic system. Then, as a commentary
on the consequences, he read out an analysis made by
some actuary and published in the Press to further
the high-pressure selling of insurance, in which it was

calculated that out of every hundred young people alive
to-day so many would be dead by a certain time, so
many would have retired on a private income of some
kind, while the rest (a large proportion of the whole)
would be dependent on the charity of their neighbours.
it was here thlat Mr. Gibson permitted himself one of
1S Tare appeals to emotion, commending eve
man and woman in the hall to reflect in thzysz?ilsl’ggr
significance of this statistical reflection of the inevitable
consequences of the onrush of human displacement by
me‘chamcal substitutes. Not lesg effective, in a lighter
vemn, was the story he told in order to bring home to

them the futility of arresting this devel
unemployed navvies . T

! job would have iven

500 of us men with shovels.’* Says the f)gther' v“I(‘)r\II{VI;CO
not 50,000 with saltspoons? *’ . 4
*

* *
another humorg
ggest laugh of the ey
satirical spoof letter

Then there was !
elicited the b US passage which

ening. It was the

«¢ Sir,
Y A fnind of mine has just received a cheque for not
aising hogs. He got $1,000 for not raising 200 hogs
hen he was Taising o

hogs he never got more
: than
I figure that if T start not to raise 500 hogs T

assistance, Yours truly X

—_—

S setting, became 2 parable—
profound meaning; and those

Each of thege stories, in it
a homely interlude with o

In the regrettable abge
stock, due to illness, thenc
find o chairman ip Mr. P
who h‘appened to be in to
Both in tone and substan

e of the Marquis of Tavi-
organisers were fortunate to
hilip McDevitt, of Glasgow,
wn I:ast week on a short visit.
ce his opening remarks made

: ; old
an admirable prelude to the address. He'l:h?;udi-
friend of Mr. Gibson’s, and as Mr. Gibson t(;‘}dt o
ence, enjoys the distinction of being the rs:rin Seot-
give an address about Social Credit over the atho
land. Added to which he is a forthright mai * -

a spade a spade—and without the wireless acce powers
will have been gathered, his undoubted reSer‘ihis occa”
of handling meetings were not called upon OI,ln a quene
sion except to marshal friendly que5tl().nelisf.land when
after the speech. The meeting ruled itseil: ally provo”
one considers its size, and also the trathxOnmiZ poliCY '
cative nature of proposals relating to econE: impression
that fact by itself must have made a grea the conduct
on all present who have had experience 1 was a fore”
of meetings. The behaviour of the audience it when
taste of the behaviour of the whole cong;aljl fulfilled
Social-Credit precepts shall have been

in Social-Credit policy and practice. 1t =
withering of all dictatorship in the sunshine
government.

Political Action. 5

The outstanding feature of the Centfall s
stration was that an audience of 2,500 COU ts to heal g
i : of enthusiasts the
in London by a private group (liar g
speaker whose name was entirely unfam fettered per
public. It shows what can be doneé by -uI':erest shoW?"
sonal initiative. It also proves that the ;I;
here and everywhere else, is in the wha? it
Social Credit, regardless of who sponsors n.
pressure of uncentralised unregulated 2 reasury
educational effort which elicited .from ,ﬂ.lfi on sy
licensing of Social Credit for public ex}'nblntering int0 he
by their acquiescence in Mr. Hawtrey's © e
debate with Major Douglas in Bidrmmgham' 1
granting of what the cinema trade WO or
cate A.”” The subsequent invitation for Mi}ireless, I:;);
to debate with Profedsor Robertson on the V' Certif

o 0 Coﬂ’
be [Tegarded as equivalent to the lssgﬁe 1n<’»"it'flbleively
U-” And of those two events it was 2

sequence that there would be a quick 2% 2 dit W2
increasing demand to know what §0c1 3
about. And that will continue to increas®
With it is a natural curiosity to see inwi its
coverer himself, but that will dimin ement’S " encf
ence, and the consolidation of the MOVE ™ ompe
progress will eventually depend ugOnsupporterS-
of its expositors and the character of its

Methods of Pressureé: e, the Oﬁ:’i" ¢
As will be seen elsewhere in this lzs char
attitude seems to have undergone SO a5 to P°
the last month or so. At first pressur® wobiliSing ;
to bear on Members of Parliament by I:n id
pledged to vote against refractory ©
mobilisation was to be effected throug
canvassing by existing members of ce 2
latest instruction is that members €64 0
first concentrate on recruiting OfPers I
These ““ others *” are designated 'la-ﬁ not P€
is calculated that 10,000 of them W! orities
to aim at. For pledged electOrE.il n?sl sder 10
secured in over 300 constituencies ! ouse
*“ Social-Credit ”’ majority in the g
So far there is no change of Prinmple’an
in procedure. The original army ot Can 15
to the rank of recruiting-sergeants' ine refm? mthe v
another and larger army. The doctr ent i

V2 e
power to affect economic policy 15 *

dific? 0
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But at Belfast Major Douglas laid it down that the
Power to affect economic policy is inherent in the pur-
chaSiIlg~power of money; and also said (and it is a logi-
cal corollary) that refractory Members of Parliament
nere to be warned that *“ we "’ (meaning the Social-
Credit leaders and negotiators) have the ““ funds” to
t“rfl them out with. Lastly, he said that it was imma-
teria] Whether his proposals were pressed on a Govern-
et 5o long as the Government produced the desired
fesults, and produced them quickly.

* * *

NO.W' In a recent official circular the slowness and
. 0Tiousness of the house-to-house canvassing-proce-
1€ s recognised, but is pronounced imperative because
s are lacking to do the job otherwise. The only
oS on which it is possible to reconcile these discre-
Ean?les seems to lie in the assumption that the latest
e Policy is to organise canvassing ostensibly and
ediately for votes but actually and ultimately for
°r(1)ney' If that is so, it would appear to be incumbent
the Social Credit Secretariat to say so in plain' and
Stakable language. It would clear up a misunder-
Md%gmg Which has bothered many loyal members of the
eStabr'nent' Namely, the apparent repudiation .Of .the well-

lisheq doctrine that the vote, as such, is impotent

€ct changes of policy against the will of the bankers.

Centralised Ineptitude.

Ec?nlett(?r just received from the editor o.f The New
Dlege, ¥4cs (Melbourne) conveys the startling and un-

Work 2t News that he has been obliged to relinquish his
Sio ... hat journal, From information in our posses-
Cregsy 'S indirectly due to the indecision of the Social
in .- Secretariat i London who left him unsupported
Pal‘t;j criticism of the Australian * Douglas Credit
their ki electora] programme until it was too late for
defec(?wn Criticism to be of any use. Precisely the same
wherelve leadership has been made manifest in Alberta,
Elbly . T Aberhart’s supporters were allowed coloul"-
Dmgr: wvoke Major Douglas’s name in support of their
ir Ugla, 1€ against Mr. Kerslake's cﬁﬁci§m—Ma]or
S aft >S endorsement of Mr., Kerslake’s attitude com-
I Sher l the damage to Albertan unity had been done.

A exteng these remarks next week.

he Money and Melody.
u(?th Cfonowing notice appears outside S. Mary Wool-
Oflng Willllr-ch' at the junction of Lombard StreetB anﬁ
Raglanélmn Street, E.C.—almost opposite the Ban
‘ture:'dnes(iay in Lent at .10 p.m. A course of five lec-
Lgndoiddressed by the Rev, O. F. Clarke, chaplain of
M,?lafch Ouse, ‘‘ The Christian Adventure,” beginning
% 6. o et 5.30 p.m. Short Evensong and Address.

W, he Bishop of Chelmsford.
L‘r' T8 hoir g‘om National Provincial Bank.
'\L-ix- he Bishop of London.
"2, 4 Choir from Liloyds Bank.
}"q,. he Rector,
27 Choir from Phoenix Assurance Co.
J\Dl_ € Archdeacon of London,
W To, hoir from the Guardian Assurance Co,

€ Are Varwick (The Ven. H. St. B.

hehether ( I-Ioull‘dféll)c‘o & (')é}}})i?-rg'locrln (ﬁartins Bank. J
Jgregational participation in the singing will
'S not stated. We should say not, taking a
Qa*‘ellltef‘fer ¢ established doctrine that there must be no
wgll the di:nce in professional financial policy. In any
iqﬁpply tum: <1 eave it all to the bankers ’’ may as
ing * o the religious as to the secular affairs of

The Electoral Campaign.
I

ints from Major Douglas’s Belfast Address, March 14.

Po‘l‘mlbt f;s the lpurchas%r who ultimately decides the
ic policy.

ec?ful);n faﬁ a 3x,na.n’s income is taken off him and put
into the hands of a bureaucracy, that half of the policy
which is dictated is*ta.ken O;.lt of hii hands.”’

‘ In England we tried reasoning, but we did not find
it successful, so we are going to become a militant divi-
sion. We are mobilising the electoral power of British
holders. We asked: ‘ Do you or do you not \ivant a
division of the goods which can be produt.:efi, ? In
short: ‘ Do you war:t a Nat;onal D;v1dend?

““ We are going to the Member of Parliament and we
are going to gay:g‘ Will you use your utmost endeavours
to put this thing through: because if you are not we
already hold sufficient funds to turn you out the

S 2 2
next election. 2 "

A ink I can honestly say I don’t care whether or
not rIngtlh proposals are used as a method for achazlemfng
results. 1 am inclined to think that the proposals arfir
the discount and the possible later 1nt1_'oduct1orlx\i g ai
cularly in Northern Ireland, of a universal Na t%r;r
Dividend are, in fact, comPlementary to onethano th
I am inclined to think that in some form or o erk,) thh L
possible modifications, these two will be found 'coIcf etive
simplest, least troublesome and most radically e %‘;’h e
methods of producing results. We do not i::lzre; .
we want is results, and we want them quickly.

II.
m E.C.D, Circular, No. 1.

““ 42. Thgo’ill;itgr)dh;air in the team call together (at g;le
door) ‘ to interview ’ recalcitrant electors becausebeino
at an interview often get their way against one g

. . 1
interviewed. % . %

i al campaign in
¢« =1 Those responsible for the electoral c !
eachséistrict shoullc)i thiemselves make provision for col

i funds.
I'e c:t:ufsﬂslgoﬁegzssiz%ongbﬂity has been allocated upon

i 1 for
lies to pars. 1-3 authority for you to appea
%fr?«:ll.srsvfi)l;ege SOll)lght from Major Douglas and forwarded

e bRl
when obtained. o o

24. [Recommendations to drop “ canvassing "’ and
ith ‘“ recruiting.’’] : L
getzg‘n EY} Lay brothersg »’ " (raw recruits) deliver leaflets
on the very first day without having to know anything
about Social Credit. ]

Major Douglas’s Appointment.

““ Edmonton, March 5.—The terms on which Ma]}c])r
Douglas, British social credit expert, was invited by ’gte
Government to come to Alberta in an advisory capacity
in the matter of financial reform, were stated b}; Premier
Reid in the House, Tuesday, as a payment of a 5‘}01(;0
dollar contract, and 2,000 dollars each of two .v151t?v[1 ﬁ
comes to the Province.”’—(Zhe United Farmer, Marc

8.)

Mr. Aberhart’s Oppor'tm‘ltlflyiw o
i re at Edmonton have inyited Mr. Wil-
lia’rrnhilI;eergl’Tllzlr%t}tloe” come to Edmonton for the purpose
of preparing and submitting a comprehensive socx:ﬂ
credit plan for the consideration of this Legislature.
Compensation for loss of time and out-of-pocket ex-
penses is offered to him. Attorney-General Lymburn, in
the discussion, pointed out to the House that Mr. Aber-
hart had repeatedly stated that if he were asked to sub-
mit a plan he would ask Major Douglas to prepare one.
So there appeared no object in inviting Mr. Aberhart
after the Government's decision to invite Major Douglas.
(Report in The United Farmer, March 8.)
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The Social Credit Library.
“THE A + B THEOREM ”’ (H. M. M.).
By John Grimm,

Students will be glad to hear that H. M. M., the author
of that deservedly popular booklet, 4% Outline of Social
C(edit, has written another under the title which heads
this article. Tt will be published shortly by Stanley Nott
(69, Grafton Street, Fitzroy-square, W.C.1). By the
courtesy of publisher and author I have had an oppor-
tqnlty to read the manuscript, which is a document run-
ning to about twelve thousand words.

In t.he first chapter the author describes the nature of
financial credit and its circular itinerary from and to the
banks, referring the reader to orthodox writers such as
Macleod, Hawtrey, and McKenna,

He then classifies credit under two heads, new credits
;nd replacement crediss. The new credits are thosé
dangle.d by the community as wages, salaries, or divi-

ends: the repl'c.lce;ment credits are ““ all other credits.”

ion represents g debt to the
are produced op credit, it
and manufactyreq by the
so long as they are in the
This <.iebt i transferred by

banks, and since all goods
follows that 5 debt due to
Jbanks attaches to all goods
hands of businesg firms,

€cause the

are being accounted into th AR iy S

€ cost of goods not yet on the

are progressively beip t

' in pawn ”’ 2 i

Institutiong, . AR
In chapter 5 the author deals wi

gories of payment (4,
cm?d in Chapter G E
objection that B

‘¢ ~
Purchasing Power ”’
énce even if cagh does

» Namely that

can and e
does Pass out of exist-

not.” Jp the
~the-street who

POWer which, i the
Ceased tq exist. T
never wag on land
In Chapter 3 the auth

real world, would long since have

tis, in i
» 10 short, an ircui
o ; 1deal circyjt that

OF Inquires jnto the question: What

MarcH 28, 1935

causes the discrepancy between incomes ar}d Pncf;?t
In his answer he describes the effect of the investm (
of savings showing how, among other consequences,ital_
public are saddled with the obligation to pay cig L
depreciation charges twice when they have only ®
an equivalent income once. s s
He next cites and analyses Professor ‘BOWIe_Y i
ment (of 1921) when he wrote: Natlof_lal lnroduced
equal to the total value of goods and services Pwith e
or rendered in the United Kingdom, togethﬁf expense
terest, etc., from abroad (less payme“t,s,)' Eﬂ?e ;uthof
of maintaining capital being deducted. oods &%
comments: ‘“ But as the total price of the & capital
services . . . includes the expense of mamtammg1 2t pric
how can the world’s income, being less thanr pay ¢
by the expense of maintaining caplt"’i,lr o o be able
price? *’ [He substitutes the ** wo‘r}'d Sc-)t;isn a clos
to apply Professor Bowley’s definition W referen
credit-area, thus eliminating the unnecessa?’he quesf-l‘?:i1
to what happens *“ abroad.”’] In Chapter l:rue, why &
is posed and dealt with: If the Theorem i 4% & Zie
not the economic system break down long: % 3
author commences his answer by Cmnxgnber 2 193(;’
Samuel (Times Trade Supplement, Nove timate 1ok
Who wrote: ‘‘ Therefore, at a cautious = ove Slnt
we have lost not less than £2,000 million 11 . ﬂ;
vestments during the last sixty years.he.:a;lier, perb?
unlikely that our loss has been much
even £4,000 million.”’ -+oin set Lo
Théj follovrsf; an account of how Bnt‘;‘n :re count:;f;Y
industrialising the world, exporting 0 o°° _ jes &
; 3 for them e
the means of their manufacturing +« The auth® onf?
ultimately of their competing with us- not P,
Phasises the fact that the exports Were abro?
for imports but were surplus exports s¢ His
" vain endeavour to capture money: the
tion of this statement must be left
€Xamine in due course. author &
In the next and following chapters the ey,
Mr. Gaitskell’s article in Cole’s What £? roach thg v
10 Know Aboyt Money. He does not épﬁskeu aﬂe vie!
Ject via the diagrams used by Mr. thlucida’
Adamson, apq in fact hints (what 15 e g
of most students) that the diag{am_medit cas®
tion tends to mortgage the Social-Cr ybo
orthodox critic. He remarks that -lf Dem0°” oyt
diagram the frontispiece to Economt he cré it ot
D€arest to embodying the dynamics © ental i
For the rest he deals with the funda'mated (-
of the system, avoiding all comP hf,s;
One arresting observation is as fo].l.o‘}neasured
““. . . the national prOSPe_rlty = at 15
What is bought with A credits: 50y P opc;
B credits may represent potennacredits }fg ret®

tate-

t is

nt

A

ably
pfot(’)d e

comes actual waste unless the reach t tp:i‘

by A credits when the goods octif8 o

counter.” o for &P : ap?
In conclusion, there is every reasom be high'y

the appearance of this new work ¥

e Yol
> 3 4 ?
ated by Social-Credit advocates: ew CF if:it't‘\"’}r
e i le " petif
e e
*To finance this the bankers ad‘é]piti51 eh(:2 g“fe ("“:ﬂ;
while being 1lS€d, provided the idge t TZ{ thlidl‘;,
Plementary”incomes and helped tO incom®gise, A0%, of) 1:‘
consumption-prices and consumer- h Credl«:;f t?e;"r{b ;
classes of consumers got the bulk Ot’re e Stebts ik
abled the banks to extract and ret n the drctir

through the sale of securities base tObeing
the importing countries, the €S
fonsumption marlket.

!
!
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The Point of the Pen.

By R. Laugier,

No. XXIV._THE DECAY OF DESPOTS.
elWﬂl Finance be the last despotism? Perhaps such a
1ef may pe entertained, not only because financial
. contains elements of self-destruction, but because
S domination differs, significantly, from tyrannies of

ofetpgst. It is conceivable that Finance, with the aid
. ral.tors» will destroy civilisations, and produce a
40s in

€ven if g hich new despotisms will be attempted: but,
the ¢ 1s should be the case, the would-be despots of
1deq]g e mlght.fall. The danger to liberty lies in
For ;];md _happlly. most of our ideals are shattered.
a st IS stupidity, modern man has arrived
elievea-ge ardently desired by Voltaire: we no longer
"im gl . Jam to-morrow "’ philosophy. L’amour
The yooible s dead; long live I’amour du possible.
tain]y, tt)c;p 1ans, by crying ““ Heaven! ** too often, cer-
Uninte]y; oug‘ht all amelioration into disrepute with the
Dhets »» SRt but the honest, though foolish ‘‘ pro-
for the ave at least made things extremely difficult
bliss_ Professiona] optimists and vendors of eternal

It
Ciatessftzrgs- &= th'ough Finance itself thoroughly appre-
but p lmffumes. All despotisms have been secretive;
e lnanc(? IS furtive, to the point of concealing its

“ental trick which may not succeed for long
cCldent. A French historian states that Napo-
% Cﬁg?":ﬁr began to diminish when he was obliged to

ilap -t bourgeoisie, Perhaps Finance is in a
Use g, VIBg position? No longer does Finance tyran-
ch o € Poor alone; it is forced to attack even the
Uesseq g LOWerful.  The Financier resembles an ill-
NC e elloy Who, having bribed an attendant, has
how he dl‘om ,the Pit of a theatre into the stalls; some-
Tay S o gle right *’; and at any moment he
%0 pegred to produce his ticket. The divinity that
am“&in §€ a banker js wearing thin. Bankers are not
g s a;lél S a clasg; they give too little and take too
c~lgnit 5 they 80 to prison rather too often for their
lrcuSes_ Tefly, they provide.- little bread and poor
st ;
Svespf’ti(;z Shows that the soul of man will not live under
WK of Slaw VT since Egypt entombed herself by the
Dhl.ch Pry AVes it has been demonstrated that the state
dfnshes_ OC’i‘ucf;s ““ poverty in the midst of plenty ”
t}fﬁcult, a he task of the tyrant becomes increasingly
oy d63p0t Public opinion is opposed to helotry, and
meaSes to meSt conceal his despotism. When Nero
aﬁ; € a god he becomes something less than a
i e
hli,g becgzzpotisms of the past received intelligent back-
Vo) a Spirjy . ¥ Were constructive, and were informed
UG_D e, Sicatness. Ancient despotisms have de-
Sig, 3 Cat literatures, *“ schools *’ of painting and
S_‘tecﬁlral beauties, aristocratic elegancies and
8 gh.tat the worst they have produced military or
oS fop o and the glories ” of conquest. It re-
Mance, with jts obligations of “ economy,”’
Y sterile, byt anti-cultural and destructive.
10t escape this, T comprehend the Fin-
e ® & gy, (0 Understand that, even if it wished to
QQI) Se, ture, jt must surely fail. And, as a conse-
shppha"e gug}.] financia] despotism may be feared, it
'I‘horted friends, for is devoid of the idealism that
s annjes.
h Ay g Ve » !

edit Iy near when all the jargon of business-

orS, and publicity experts will appear as

can

incredible, and be as detested as examination by torture.
This is not the language of exaggeration. Men and
women were wracked and burned by fanatics, who at
least thought their victims had souls to save. Business
_begins by destroying the soul; after which there is only
““ success ”’ to look forward to and only money to
Tevere.

In his Life of Voltaire—a short life, but a good one—
Mr. Richard Aldington suggests that Voltaire, by his
attacks on the Church, paved the way for life as *“ Busi-
ness,” and the reign of commercial gentlemen. Writ-
ing in 1925, Mr. Aldington does not differentiate between
commerce and Finance; and, for purposes of this dis-
cussion, such differentiation is unimportant. The
Puritan-Iconoclast-Tradesman, sacrificing everything
to commercial exigencies, caused culture to be despised
and mediocrity to be exalted. It is difficult to exag-
gerate the importance of this automatic ““ survival *’ of
mediocrity (the natural enemy of creative talent), under
a business régime. With apathy and stupidity reigning,
any folly is possible, and wisdom cannot be heard.
Eighteenth century despotism ‘‘ persecuted ** Voltaire,
but it was many leagues away from crushing him. His
banned books were sold by the hundred thousand, and
were in every fashionable salon. The intelligent Jesuits
remained Voltaire’s friends for life; and absolute rulers
and aristocrats protected the rebel. Art is not k.illec? by
hate, a passion which can change to love; art is }(gled
by insensitiveness and indifference. Though \.mllmg,
Business is too stupid to make money out of artists, so
it crushes them and leaves them to rot.

Voltaire, the aristocratic revolutionary, believed in
an enlightened and benevolent despotism, as tl.le. only
political means of obtaining liberty for the individual.
The wheel turns. To-day Voltaire might be found'de-
fending his late enemies, and attacking the Socialists,
Fascists, and Communists as he attacked Rousseau.

The latest servant of the dreariest and most intolerable
despotism ever known is a Science which has divorced
itself from Art and the humanities. Popular Science
may not represent the authentic scientist—probably it
does not—but, for practical, social purposes, it is only
popular Science which counts, which comes home to
the people. This popular Science is definitely on the side
of oppression; and it is all powerful, for a superstitious
age ““ takes for gospel ** every word uttered by any idiot
calling himself *“ scientist.”” The artist, if he is heard at
all, is merely an *‘ amateur *’; consequently neither his
wisdom nor his errors affect the situation—unless per-
haps, the artist can put B.Sc. after the H.G.W.

The wheel turns. Once it was the Churchman who
seemed to our youth a kill-joy, forbidding us the things
we desired, in the name of a ‘‘ Thou shalt not.”
Science was ‘‘ free-thinking,’” ‘‘ rational,”” challenging
everything, and liberating us with a ‘° Thou shalt! »
Now Science offers us scorpions, and bids us refuse all
substitutes. ~ The Church seems a sanctuary from mad
modernity, and flirts with National Dividends.

It would be humorous if modern priests derived in-
spiration from Voltaire! One might imagine a preacher,
attacking the hireling ‘‘ experts,”’ _and quoting :

Notre credulité fait toute lewr science.

If T were a statesman-prelate T might consider the
abolition of poverty a menace to the temporal power of
the Church, and, thinking thus, I might oppose Social
Credit. But, perhaps not. I might consider that,
physically speaking, poverty has gone, and that nothing
can prevent the spirit of the age bringing its zeal
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idealogy from the unconscious to the conscious mind.
In which case, despotism is ended.

The prelate might visualise a Christianity of joy, which
has scarcely been thought of for centuries, and very
rarely seen. Armed with gifts of joy, the Church might.
collaborate again with Art for the liberation of all men,
inside and outside sects and faiths. If a religion of
enjoyment rather than acquisition, of happiness rather
than expiation, is not shortly evoked, then Churchmen,
who can offer nothing but sackcloth and ashes, will lose
support, and be ““ scrapped "’ with the artists by a
despotism that hates *‘ unproductive labour ”’ with a
bitterness only attained by the true parasite. But if the
Church preached National Dividends—what a magnifi-
cent “‘ revenge *’ upon Science!

Retiring Free Credits.

The question often arises: Will not the issue of free
consumer-credits necessitate special provisions for re-
tiring them from circulation?

The first observation to be made is that this question
amounts to the same thing as asking: Is there really a
shortage of purchasing power under the existing system?
—so0 to answer it involves a restatement of the wholé
of the Social-Credit analysis, unless the questioner nar-
Tows the field of elucidation by stating what parts of
the::[ a?]ilys%, if any, he accepts as proven. oy

I the absence of this guidance
to approach the matter ig to remir?c‘lar};allpiétl}sisbez'tf vﬁ};

A community living

dustrial plant capable of an output of (i

100 units of consumable goods.p O(r)lf é}l:ilstti(x)ll;en-r?r%: reiS)

?tzdlfmg?m%s of borrowing and costing induftry gx)]flz

€l obliged to charge a price of, sa WL

rgnl;mltyni who, hf)\vever, hold, say)'oily’g{gz.to'f‘llllz; c;r:r;

prg; ;1 tSy 8o units of goods, which (by assumption) re-

i a condition of Poverty, whereas (also by as-

unitp n) they .could live comfortably on the I
. That will be accepted by most i

Price Di§count is comp] becaus

c i ; :

ugx;tlsmlzrllll(tly(g;yi r?('sisultnrgho_n) Want to buy the eggaﬂz}g

y . ustry needs to sell iti

glly, supposing that for some Teason ﬂ;ﬁf:- c Adqun-

r:;ght 1less than the 20 extra units, indusgmwunlﬁy

i ’n(;e ess than the f20; for the free credit i ; i
ndustry only on proof of gq] i

: e.
Putting the matter comprehensively, industry sells

m lossf of £20, which loss

gegii makes good an industrial 1ogg
consumer,  So no provision is

necessary to retire § i
fore, whether proyio ", i The question is, there.

lnc{}lstry. PIovision igs n€cessary to retire it from
et us see. The pri
3 o ..II)-r.l'ci.can be set forth ag follows:
Mystesy margin L, £8o
......................... 20
Conventional cost (and price) .. £100

What is this ‘“ mystery margin ’? Itisa ﬁg;;:afe‘ll;_
porting to record either bank-loan money Of P77 Foy
owned money disbursed on account of the g el
offer. But to whom have these disbursemeﬂ}tS a:n't go
Ex hypothesi, not to consumers, for they .%v at the
the £20. Obviously not to some mdustn.alés ztry o
expense of others, because in that case 1 tI;lere is 10
whole would not be short of the £20. SO ed to the
alternative but to regard them as having acc?lred. We
banks as repayments of loans, and been I¢ rllt ‘markeb
know how this can happen via the mvestf{led then cer”
to mention nothing else. If this be accep ee virtua“{
tain persons associated with industry hav nits, whic
bought goods to sell again—in this case 20 12 théif per-
they seek to sell for £20 in order to rep}acs e
sonal capital. Under the Social-Credit ley these
National Credit Authority would, in princip® =
goods with free credit. For the momenti) their P
people would hold the money; it would be 9
perty. 3 to ]
rTtyhe original question now narrows itself d°‘Zn and
Ought the Government to take the money i
confiscate it?

Machine-Consumpt10%t ool
I saw in a Licensing Trade journal recenﬂZY perklﬂg
formation about the renowned firm of Barcy 4o part
and Co. It was about the bottling of be'er.the emPlo¥o
to believe, but not until the year 1915 a4 ive Way
ment of hand labour for bottling begin %r mat o,
machine labour. The figures of outp % 'EWO d
not givén, but you can calculate how 1°ng11 to ﬁu; C
let us say, a string of four men resPectlveh}; time 2 1y,
label and pack, say, 100 bottles up to t essed sloW
change. The installation of machines PLO pat the
piece by piece, and it was not until 19
complete unit began to operate.
perform all the above processes at the its Wet™.
Per minute. Subsequently further unl nds with
and the account of this development 'te givi
statement that to-day there are eight U™ : %
turn of 800 bottles a minute. is of, $271
Now if you work this out on the bas! day, Y07
day week ‘averaging five hours’ gorae yees:
figure of nearly 1} million bottles P€r & oo
help people who find it hard to accePt ©. consur
position that the purpose of productiof gyying bOI pa¥’
i1 put it this way—that the purpose 2’ ',ranted
to have them emptied, Taking assent f0F Riojied €%p2
0w to observe that while science has ™ sy 1
ously the old hand-labour flling¢ky “old H
neglected to multiply, or even to exten 1 there O%i“ery‘
abour emptying-capacity. Undoubtedly * = gac tcall
have been installations of bottle-emP t on¢ i
he twin units could have formed Whe nd the " h Ms‘;
a reciprocal internal-consumption umt-lated in suﬂow i
tions of this unit could have been T Ty, of Faclly
that there would have been a margi -labot* g
beer exactly equivalent to the moY
of %Esorbing beer. Bout
.1he more that you think abou )
will be impressed Xvith its merits. SuP pOsif‘to the {od B
that you have 400 pints a minute ﬂow’tile% (unt b
and 399 pints flowing out of the POtEE" “mout Outﬂibe
uman hand for the one part or .un:e exter
other) then you have one pint a MY 7 girect? :
with which fo reward the employees aI;t this ]Zu
organisation; and we may SuppoS¢ hus yented th”t

; e
this ide2 tf}:,

can absorb by the unaided mouth: 1e1® it gl
see the POWeryof human absorptio? hpghe 16 8cPg0
solar energy in the ratio of 399 * I’ ¢ and th.ee]y., P
there would be no danger of 2 glut, ind finit ot lf;ra;
could work full time at full capamfyu of 8 ni]a'f i
you will now realise that the true €23 g (or U ific '
kinds of markets is merely the 0B€-Sl T5f sci® hirle’g,
as statesmen would call it) apphcaiﬁn of M3C4,

covery—giving us the unsound SV °
duction without machine-consumP

—
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Reviews.

Brief Words, 100 Epigrams. By Wm. Souter. (The
Moray Press, 39, Parker Street, W.C.2. Price 2s. 6d.)
Here is one of the epigrams :— !
“In every heart are vain hopes, known to none,
Th Like seeds which lie too deep to reach the sun.”’
€ Creed of Kinship. By Henry S. Salt. (Constable Pub-
« llShers, London. 55.)
rer. o & synthesis of his whole creed as a rebel and
ormer, which might be expressed as the gospel of Kinship.
an: at once a challenge to existing conventional standards
2. defence of heterodox belief. . . .”
eXpe:t S%It is an octogenarian, and perhaps it is too much to
on: g h}m to accept one more new idea before he passes
Na iOIStr-lbuFe_the glut (actual and pofential) by means of'the
Dracti:al Dividend to all, so that we can begin to put into
labo, . the great ideal of love and Kinship for which he has

Ured so hard all his life. B.

! The Belfast Address.

to B l?aad the pleasure of welcoming Major Douglas bac.k
the stSt on Thursday last, when he gave an address in
S the I\;r Hall, entitled * The Decisive Battle.” As. early
"eServeq onday previous we had to suspend the booking of
Seats, six hundred having been booked up till that
t"tal.o IY the Thursday morning all seats had been s?ld, a
Stang oL ’790. In addition, 250 people paid for admission to
apmintedsu on the steps and aisles. Hundreds of dis-
I ink Would-be hearers had to be turned away.
l-.apidly t €ven those of us who thought we knew hf)\v
o elfaste Douglas Social Credit Proposals are spreading
Missiq Were surprised at the demand for tickets of
the me 0 Mr.w, H, Webb, D.L., the chairman, opened
hor .sehng by welcoming Major Douglas and giving a
et :;\:ey Of. his observations as a business man on the
ar perj iflation, deflation, and reflation in war and post-
oy 2ds. Mr. Webb said that the failure of reflation
attaini,{A' had finally convinced him of impossibility of
Qauy naigl reco.\/ery by monetary manipulation, and he publi-
Majo, %l his colours to the Douglas mast. i
e » logi ouglas treated us to a masterly address in his
Othjp b and penetratingly analytical manner. There
L s ore impressive than the way in which an audi-
S to Douglas. In an audience of nearly 2,000
S not aware of a discordant movement or sound
OUr and twenty minutes in which he was speak-
9 that the audience were particularly impressed
Derates tS oWed how, though separate, financial power
l)‘ll om ough ,la“’s of restriction and curtailment of the
thrance the the individual, and asked us what counter-
B ngh Sol‘e Would be when finance and law become one
Opose Me such process as nationalisation of banks as
Yagy sationy the Socialist Party. The final enslavement of
5 © the will of the money power. Douglas’s indi-
€ growth of debt at the rate of 4th power of
1 eye.opener to any of his audience who may
an g ae eved that the price system is self-liquidating,
USWerable refutation of any such proposition. A
h;Es comou" group said to me on the way out, * The only
USion, Parable to the growth of debt are those of Fhe
the Social Credit Movement.” The description
and objects and achievements to date of the
e, ﬁm'paign aroused great interest, and one
e N the ajor McCormack, D.S.0., Member of Parlia-
i, ha orthern Ireland House of Commons, asked
R\ \:'OUId be the procedure of the Electoral Ca.m-
"‘)u]d ern Treland, to which Major Douglas replied
ain 0"0\_\' exactly the same lines as in England.
i el th Ve in the movement in Belfast and North of
lr-t"' ?ﬁle!‘, a 5 st”'nlllus to further effort of an address from
N +d Major Douglas, on his part, we are sure, felt

h‘rl‘e‘as \"m‘:]css ;0 such an appreciative audience that his
Ugy Pro 1 while.
| Ceed; : ) .
833_ edings closed with a great ovation to Major

M. W.

felt

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR.

THE A + B CONTROVERSY.
ir,—. ou rightly imply, at first blush there appears a
SRR S R G
T\ctually, we will find that the stage was set for a.sham fight,
where both parties were unable to c.ome to grips, and so
wasted their energies in beating the air. ) ;

I say this because the real crux of the matter is entirely
disregarded. ~ For what says Douglas? ** The'tru? cost
of production is consumption,”” and vet. consugnptxon is left
entirely out of the picture! Apply the just price formula to
the proposition. Consumption equals x}othlng; therefore the
just price is, as it should be, also nothing. In other wor_ds,
the goods are already justly the property of the community,
and, as is only right and proper, the com.mumty shou'ld
retain its cash to have a beano when prod.uctlon warrants it.

It is difficult to illustrate diagramrp.atlcallv the comp'letu
typical procedure of modern pro(!uctlon an.d consumption.
To begin with, we should have ‘to mtrodl‘u:e into the picture,
as a background, that grim and mexox:able goddess
Finance. Then would become clear the r'eal 3mport of Mr.
Gaitskell’s admission that, production being in full s‘wmgE
each individual participant in the work has, on one side o
his balance sheet, his * assets,” stock, balanced by his <(iie'bt
on the other side. This appears, of course, quite un—er(i
standable, and just as it should be, .t(_> the average man, an
if the debts were owing to other citizens, represenutx;lg sa;/-
ings and abstinence on their part, there would be nothing to
caXlti:Uy, the state of affairs is entirely diﬁeren.t, an(ti tl;:
true significance of the diagram and .the conclusxor.ls (o}
drawn from it lie in this point. For virtually, at this st.af,;le,
the whole of the stocks belong to finance, ar.ld those \Viog
really produced the goods are only able to claim po?sess
of them on condition that further production takes p! t}z:ce. .

It is all very well for Mr. Gaitsl.{ell to argue that the coI;
sumer does not wish to buy the mtermedtate. ‘product;.t I
one wanted to quibble, it would Pe easy to point out & ah in
that case the illustration chosen 1s unfortunate.. Fog it 'ap-r
pens in fact that a retail demand exists for wool in e\;;,r)t
stage of its manufacture from fleece to woollen clothes. Bu
Iet’l‘;h:::rupaes;eaning behind the stipulation that the consumer
must be in a position to buy all the products is that only then
is the community at large able to claim its own created
“e’;‘lll-lt:t', of course, as Mr. Gaitskell has shown, is not the
case, and cannot be the case, at present. In our generous
though fat-headed way we prefer that the whole country—
nay, the whole world—should be regarded, lock, stock,. and
barrel, as the perquisite of thos}: ]g{entle\men :\'h;) kindly

i ies in our pass-books.—Yours truly,
supervise the entri pa e e

FASCISM AND SOCIAL CREDIT.

Sir,—Mr. A. K. Chesterton, in your issue of March 21,
asks us a question. Here is the answer :— ’

If the Green Shirt Movement were ‘ given * the Sahara
Desert, our first impulse would be to decline the .oﬁer——
because it is a desert, and we are nf>t concerned"\wth the
job of making the desert ** blossom like the rose.’ .

We are concerned with these isIands.of Britain, which
are not a desert. We are concerned with the problem of
Poverty amidst Plenty—not with the problem of Poverty

i reity. .
an;lf(fsilos\s'iver: we were foolish enough to acgept the gift
of the Sahara Desert, and if we were forced‘b_v ?1rcumstﬂnct\s
to attempt to solve the problem of scarcity in t}ms‘? vast
wastes of sand, we should find our'se]\'cs engagded in ‘‘ plan-
ing poverty ; and if anyone described our work as Planned
Poverty we should only make ourselvfes loolc.sxhl]y if we
protest-cd that * to say that ‘ Sz}hara Social Crec_ht ls.plann'ed
poverty ' is sheer intellectual dishonesty and a juggling with

»
‘V‘Z\;(ijss’sslticx;i was not, and is not, faced \vith. Sahara Desert
economic conditions, Nor anything approaching them. But
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ing
if the Sahara analogy is meant .to have a_nyf Slcl)(:vgflgg?:a;{;
upon Fascist planned economy in Italy, it fol =
and inevitably, in Mr. Chesterton’s own words (];;ml(;ﬁz y : geé
‘“ that planning in a country naturally poor may be describe
2s ‘ planned poverty.’”’
ntion is:— .
Olil' ?:zfte in a country naturally poor—as, for mst.anc-c
(according to Mr, Chesterl'ton)e,dltaly—tFa:mst economics is
escribed as ‘‘planned poverty.

co:e¥gaf in a countr; naturally rich, or one that has

been fully industrialised—as for instance, (_“xerm:my—

Fascist economics, because it lacks any mechanism for. th_e

equation of Consumption to Production, and because it is

based upon the Ethics of Work for the good of morale,

and mot upon the economic facts, is bound to result., and

under Nazi-ism has resulted,.in *“ planned poverty " in the

midst of plenty, which is a tragic absurdity. :
Mr. Chesterton’s reply to cur question: *““ As we in these
islands are not faced with a country naturally poor, why
is there any problem of poverty in Great Britain? » is
exactly what we expected. It is due, he says, ‘‘ to an un-
bridled capitalism ** in which “ our Money Lords are
allowed to influence Government.” Actually, it is due to
a wrong system of cost-accountancy—and nothing else.

Mr. Chesterton then reveals the Fascist solution to the
problem of povery in

Great Britain—* higher wages and
salaries ”* for WORK !

We submit that this is
lem is NOT A WORK P
price-adjustment formu
by the machine.

no solution, because (1) the prob-
ROBLEM, (2) there is no scientific
la, (3) mo income for those- displaced
We submit that any real attempt to

ductive system a
This correspon
that Fascist econ

ocate the pro-
S to result in Planned Poverty.

dence has strengthened our original view
omics is, in effect, a national tightening-up

conomics—i.e., of Planned

Frank GiiFrzts,
General Secretary,
Movement for Social Credit.

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.

CURRENT BLASPHEMY.
Anon.—We have received your cut
Standard wh

The Green Shirt

ting from the Evening
ere ex-Dean Inge quotes a clumsy version
of Mark Twain’s sly allusion to the British
been ¢

o ; S i people’s havin

mentioned in the Bible ”—namely, in the Beatitudeg:
Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. We
note that you {

] Jave inscribed the words  ‘“ Current
Blasphemy ** on this cutting, from which we infer that what
Inge says deserves, in your opini

a place along with ¢
two exhibits which we pu s, san e
caption. We fail to see 4

n beings illustra
citations,
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