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NOTES OF THE WEEK.

The T; News Without Views.
entitled z’.";f of January I contains an editorial article
ject of th ews 1n Proportion.”’ It discusses the sub-
B s le selection and presentation of news by those
Newspa ol of the main channels of public instruction—
the difﬁpérs,' wireless and cinemas. The writer surveys
i culties attending the task of preserving a right
News e of emphasis, so that the public shall have their

Bt thP:CSented “ fairly.”” He concludes inti
R :h there can never be 2 hard-and-fast,
selec'tio at bias cannot be eliminated from
even tﬁs' and that fairness can only be attained—and
Ccount en only approximately-—through the mutual

er-actions of biassed presentations.
T Buy More Newspapers?

Writo readers of THE New AGE there is nothing in the
fam;;{ s survey and reflections which is not al_ready
th iar to them, though his treatment of the subject i5
. Oughtfully carried out, and his thesis worth reading on
to g;"n merits. But the chief interest concerning it has
e with the reason Why The Times has thought fit to
any’“d its readers to beware of news emanating from
reasOpalft“:“lal' quarter—even 0
ia gj’s given, or indicated, in the article. ¢
advi ppant mood, one might read into the warning e
o Do toievErybody buy and read all the newspapers
patroﬁ.er , also procure 2 ireless set anq also to

in t}?mse the cinemas with unbroken
such at case one might make the sly retort .
advice would necessitate the PricT jnanguration of
e Age of Leisure and Affluence The injunctions:
Wireless—Look at

¢ad more Papers—Listen t0 more -
line with those concerning Fish,
and if we could

More Moyies—are in
familiar to uS
less food, our

ll.u'l: and Milk that are 5
uy more education without buying
jeld commercial benefits 10

Action :
t ould certainly ¥ _.
ql;e providers of the education without spoiling the trade

ot B e R S WO State where

time and the State our money, it is

the Work steals our
impossible for most of us to respond to these injunctions.
Selection and Suppression.
deeper for the reason W
Our own guess is that it concerns
Since the late King's act of
en more and more

upon

So one must look
article was published.
the Abdication Crisis.
abdication the public have be
awakened to the fact that the crisis Was sprung
them by controllers of news who knew of its app!
at least several months earlier, but who conspired (of
course, with the best intentions) to blockade Britain
and its population of newspaper-readers, radio-fans
picture-goers, against imports of intelligence from the
Press of foreign countries. Here was 2 case On 2
majestic scale of Selection by Suppression and Pre-
sentation by Prohibition. This was + News in Propor-
tion ” with a vengeance. It reminds one of the judicial
monkey Who chewed the litigants” cheese to nothing in
process of dividing it into just proportions for divi-
sjon. This news was proportioned into invisibility for
the sake of impartiality: ‘A most efficacious device for
eliminating bias in presentat‘ion—nvl:at?

*
er room for all the
further and said
e fraction of the

As the writer says: there is nev
gruth; and he might well have gone
for a neg

that there is room only :
news-items from which the truth m ht be ascertained.

For this would have lent more force to a plea that he
makes for those whose task it is to select and distribute
naws: Tbis D0 light task,”” he remarks. That is true.
But the weight of the task varies according to the good
faith of the selector. It is @ heavy task if he secks
only to present the public with, so to speak, a reduced
mymduction of a true cross-section of the vast world-
flow of news; but it is no task at all if he seeks to im-

ular opinion or ontlook upon those to

press any pnrtic
whom he presents NEWS. It is as easy for him to dis-
tort news as it is to suppress it, provided that he him-

golf is clear about the effect that he wants to produce
py cither method.
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The writer of the article says:—

The wireless is the greatest medium for the cir-
culation of news in this or any other country. Here
wireless news is agency news. It is reduced to broad-
casting form in the broadcasting headquarters, but
the raw material is supplied. It aims at being im-
partial and knows no conscious bias. Yet how
easily news may take on a wrong cast was pointed
out by Mr. F. W. Leggett, of the Ministry of Labour,
when talking the other day on the diffusion of indus-
trial news. The fact of a minor dispute or strike
made known by broadcast is, by the very fact of the
broadcast, taken out of its true perspective. Broad-
casting, as Mr. Leggett said, gives news a ‘ front
page "’ position, and a relatively trifling bit of bother
gets bruited abroad with untruthful truthfulness. The
next morning’s paper will, no doubt, tuck the same
fact away in another and more accurate appraise-
ment of its significance, but the broadcasting effect
is not lost, News, unless well controlled, tends to

get out of hand like that. The recording of strikes

1 easier than the recording of the normal conditions

of 'industry, which is peace. Crime, it may be said,

;:1a1ms more publicity than the observance of the

AW s
In another place he remarks of the presentation of
news that: ““ The force of iteration is immense.”’

The Relative Importance of News.

Thesg quotations, taken together, are illuminating,
"l'o begin with, it would be interesting to know what
is the ““ true perspective ”’ in which the importance
Qf an industrial dispute should be viewed. The writer
it w:ill be seen, associates strikes with crime—an attitudé
which partially reveals his own idea of what consti-
tutes a “* true Pperspective.”’ Presumably, if he were
a selector of news, and he received two items, one of
\S.'th!'l reported a strike somewhere in England for a
Tise 1 wages, and the other an attack somewhere in
Spain by General Franco’s forces on an obscure vil-
lage, ’he would tuck the first item away to make ‘‘ front
page " room for the second. Now, if we assume him
to be a distributor of world-news to the world—let us
call him a Basle Broadcaster, whose function it was to
effect clearances of news relating to international un-
settlements—no doubt he would be right in preferring
Franco’s exploits to those of the unknown strikers
Bfut not if he were a distributor to the English peoplf;
of news affecting th: mtereits of th: English people.

It is a gratuitous and bi

assed assumpti
?f news-distributors that ption on the part

a major event in one country

. T is its importance inside the
area where it takes place. The Spanish citizen might

well say: T d.on’t want to hear about English strikers:
but the English strikers and their dependants and'

neighbours might retort: We don’t Whint :
Spanish rebels, ant to hear about

s # *

The writer claims that in this country wireless news is
agency news. That is to say the news is not manu-
fac‘t'urcd by the British Broadcasting Corporation, but
IS supplied " to that body, who proportion it by 'judi—
cx'ous selection, The suppliers are chiefly the Central
News Agency, Reuters, the British United Press and
other collectors of news items, These, too, proportion
the m.f\vs'by selection. The proportioning is obligatory
ql.lant.llﬂtlvc-ly owing to limits of cost in respect of dis-
tributing news. But it is voluntary qualitatively—the

: t-
selected items can be assembled into a_lterg?:lt;,iiult):ﬁ
terns according to the particular effect which b;ication 0
may wish to produce. For example, e pl-lt for com”
news from Spain has to be limited in quantlhy distribt-
mercial reasons, but the news supplied to the whe!
tors can be further limited for political reasq?:r'ns whi
by the omtission or the under-emphasis 9f ]'butors.
are discordant with the policy of the ~d;15tr:3ws by
comparison of the presentation of Spanis txilv cly on @
Daily Mail and The News Chronicle 1eSpec
given day will illustrate this truth.

The Creation of Events.erﬁcial. It,re;
But this analysis is comparatively SUp eas there is i
presents the atomic theory of news, wher - t i
sub-atomic theory of news. Even Slg;poworld tobg
were possible for the whole news of the ¥qq ihe
presented in a perfectly Pmportm_mf:1 that form i
distributors’ policy was to present it 10 4 Z’;
that the public were capable of -placmi L sthel :
accurate, comprehensive construction OnssD,’ misleadlthe
the effect on the public would be gross cooked at
The reason for this is that the news 15 mber of €% ¢
source.”” By this we mean that a vast nt ws, evenu-
which are the sub-atomic elements of n;e ' are manvat
which themselves are manufactured. ’I{Iori)Po e :
factured by the International Money egatively”
necessarily pesitively, but, when not, 1 gw power
International Money Monopoly Po,ssessesﬁon, or
uses it, to create events by ta,klng & ecret SP o
fraining from taking action, in th; Sds' Wl
credit-manipulation.  Since the metho the P“bhc'hich
creates these events are not suspected by events ¥ th
events seem to be natural events, thatrlj 'storms 2at0”
are inescapable in the same sense ashi pidden & s
quakes, eclipses and so on. And t'll sion by 0 fhe
of these events deliberately help the it nted !
ing fatalistic sentiments such as are I 7
mournful phrase: Human nature bemgta go. ‘ag o
Events Born of Mone.y'sholl;se tl"at-“inf‘zr
Readers of Tae New AGE will red events lna host
here speaking particularly of * major ay over® “gow
national politics, although what We demensi"ns the
of ““ minor ” events diminishing 1 1 of mo”
to such items as smash-and-grab T2} li.to oné C(t,laii"
from top to bottom, can be traced baCC o .
cause, and that cause is the inadequ ;,ble ant
power to secure for individuals a toX€F is 5
standard of living. This inadeq“acﬂu try
Phenomenon: it persists in every © mperat = qce Lo
of the form of government or the tef cirC“mSt}a:e e
governed. It constitutes a frame © events taant, u?
which events happen; and since e lea® s
colour from the circumstance, the i
settling, events. But this frame Ofbc the
liberately created and perpetuated hznged 'mosing tui.
Money Monopoly. It could be Cdies comP :
and completely if the constituent b e ; di
monopoly, that is, the chief centr tsoC "(.’Se}',el e
chose to change it. But they do nOrigl tly il ) -
consequence is that human naturé

oy

1
viduals, singly or collectively, t0 hse:ac ofh‘f:'gcn_"sc
search they come into conflict Wit re 35 " goht®
are bound to do so, because where unity’ o
insufficiency no individual, or C-om’[n-c\\'hcrt‘- o
sufficiency without intensifying it €* ciplin® i coﬂﬂ;),

Scarcity-Conflict and '5-5 news ?, 1
So the news of the waorld to-day % . ews

N = rever
going on in the world, And howeve
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portioned * it creates the impression of the in_evitab.lhty
of conflict merely by presenting evidence of its univer-
sality. Because it is going on everywhere, on all planes
of life, and at all times, therefore, so the peoples are
prone to conclude, it must be the expression of an
ineradicable failing in human nature itself. From this
it is a short step to acquiescence in the d.oc.tnne that
human nature must be brought under discipline. A?d
throughout the world to-day there is no commum.tfy
Which does not yield such acquiescence—the only dif-
ference being concerned with how measures of dlsclpd-
line shall be imposed and who shall impose et
éven this difference, if carefully analysed, ‘Y’u. b.e o
to concern simply the degree to w.hf'ch dlsqlpclll.ne ﬂxs
Visibly and directly imposed or is invisibly and indirectly
imposed. The situation recalls the fable of the man in
the cloak, where the wind and the sun eqtered mto
Competition to see which was the more effecn\{e w'atyof?f
deprive him of his protective covering_ablowmg ]trjal
him or shining it off him. The outcome of the S
Was that the democratic sun mun}p hed = el-b tt io the
Potic wind, Probably the wind paid over’1t5 e e
sun, and the two went off to buy a drink. that
became of the cloak we do not hear. Let us l{f{pel life
the man did not throw it away. But in political "2
to-day men lose their coats irrevocably—that J:e they
€Conomic initiative and political freec'lom——bf:fan but by
See no other way of escape from their conditio
Consenting to discipline.
ict the Bankers’ Crime. g

Let yus rg(::!rl:l}(? the British Broa,dcasfmf I‘%)(;:npg?s
tion, coupling with it the name of Mr. Montaganalyﬁs the
rother. It will be seen that in the I\I;Sx:nan's brother
News which is supplied to Mr. Montag\:hich Mr. Montagu
or Proportioning is news of syiew1s Jeast has helped

Orman has caused to happen, or at

: : central-bankers.
!0 cause in consultation with other oAl A

The Wwriter in The Times migpt well sa{};e bk
' crime claims more publicity than the ing publicity
€law.” The fact is that most events claimnt

: i he
al crime. !
are the political by-products of a ﬁnanzln characteristic

Clement of eonflict, which is the comm oD
of them all,cz:—’is;s 'ﬁ-om the endeavours of peop!

irre-
uirements are 1
Serye high-financial laws whose r€d tolerable standard

Concilable with the need of men for a—rhe remark of the
of comfort and a sense of security: s« The lww?
rench Mayor s apposite here: B¢ S0 o L aiways
© must respect the law? Bub Y R Cerable.”
Tespected the law, life would become iy
The Dilemma of Goverm-nts on the finan-
The Bank for International Setﬂel-nu;] unsettlements
%ial plane i the author of internation

ing ideally) to
Ofl the political plane. It seeks (speakmg ld(? y

: s out
: T ccepting rations
'Scipline a world of nations into }Z:ich I;t < deliberately

ot a collecti Iy of wealth which irements.

“Ping e;l::)‘;(t: Sol;prihi world's Cone‘:h‘;e isteglual ced in 2

hile thig happens every Government 1> fair ' Tation
dilemmg, namely that if it seeks 10 get ammcnts whose
Ml be in conlict with other va:hat if it accepts
< tions would thereby be reduced; a0 CTE G His own
2 ** unfair ration "/ it will be in €O LN iorm-
Nationals, §o each Government is pote The situation i5
“eNtre of external and internal conﬂlctt- in Spain, where
lgraphica"y illustrated at the MO d into one con-

Spanish territory, and surging over the graves of an
exterminated Spanish people.
Why Dictators Strike Be!lic_osg Attitudes.] !
Reflection on. this analysis will J.nc1dentally.e.xp an;l
why it is that political dictators .hke I\qussohm. z:in
Hitler make it their practice to strike bellicose attitudes

i re ready

ards other countries. These men are no mo. y
i?)“{)ite than are other rulers who bark less loudly. But
they have chosen to impose drastic, open, dxscxplmehupon
their respective nationals, and thereby acceﬁ;d a:) 5?,\ ’::-
i TSON =

ibility for doing so. They are personally .
zll))(l): Sfor t'I};e consequences of their policies ms.xde their
countries. ~ They have, by their own

i} nsi-
i the scope for evading respo
e : ers of democratic coun-

if anything went seri-

own
choice, :
bility which is practised by 1t:he rul
1 England, for instance, nt se
f:l(selsy w]rr;ng :md the people wanted to e;(zzct Sx:z:)\:)t:;?
: t{ o o
erson, they would have a Jo
f/l;z:xilmanyTﬁe Constitutional wardroll)]e w;u.ld be &;:rel:zgr
figrui handed round. The rime :
andl: 1531:12;5& Cabinet Uniform, the Cabinet \;:oull_clloﬁge
wo‘:heil: Parliamentary uniform, Me{nbers of tdethe e
or:mld put on their Constituency umformts,l :nthat th(;y
= rated constituents would be ca]m.ly obecause i
i lves, if anybody, were responsible, ks
then?se 4 ﬁ,'ee to say what they likec.l and the loAS o
h_ad i t the Government and its pthxcs. il
hkedl\;bot‘;nu Norman and the other filre;toréo ::1 R
Il;{:;ak :fn E;gland. they woulq apgear };2 ix:ti‘:)g i
it i nking functionaries, .
Cll]al mf:cl;m ass',oiub;ject fo Government control as were
they we

i It is 4
siness enterprise. el
the directors of any ot}Lextrh:lL <t e Josing

slicker game than passing

BRI, Democracy and ﬂ.le (;‘g:zin by the most
is not disdaine: Mossolini and

Well, buck-passing xbm ot el "
of their pretensions, are

tocrat,
courageous au
: i ason t id  must
s db)f/or r:-3oom to practise it a_lt_hhom:;e z:b“ged to
SRR § broad. ey :
oing so 2 lots
T Oilclt:re if outside dangeffr‘é‘:;:’egn Prhis
“e"‘.‘eta,hep integrity and safety f{f. “;_: frcn the iftk
agams the attention of lh‘exr su Jcczs ety
? ’f'trchf the discipline, and it :;S?of l:my domestic dis-
A foreign powe h is that
ition to blame 10 The trut
p:tst:xt'lso that may overtake them. ple may have for
a

et reasons the common peo or vice versa, the
e Democracy 10 Autocmﬁ] have only one

n 0 . /
preferring mbition it is to ruie ficated I the

es whose & b
et am(i;c:vernment affords t!w bL.»?l
; with the most effective dis-
nder this test Democracy

t Autocracy Scores points

le are
B & Inder Democracy the pectp‘ ;
o dimphnec.iin;,E l:o discipline bccnUS(; :::: zz:::;
slower in rcSpC:_'e‘mow_ The renmtcncasal(:bi e
of 2 e d thereby perfects t.he. ; be;*msc the
obscures it &7 ople respond (luﬁf‘_‘l) tt"n tiok
Autoeracy (0 Do gamble his alibi on getting quics
autocrat 18 ‘?‘l"mgorders issued on the nulhO”"V bmig..
results by d"ectt' e, Naturally the volun‘mr_\- »S\l-‘ 7
o ?nt(:np:)ii);ﬁe. facilitates {(hc "r;,(;f:fisxn‘ ;L‘ﬂplv
§ 0 J . ic defence ot I'a v
;:I ?:zig o rcmll;kc?"ilsl]l‘ hllt: g; that which l_h*‘_" “:“"}'\“'
are fortunate W Y That is why the

: db ity oy onse:  VTHML S WL S
be comp]';“f‘in'gc a hero or to get his subjects to Teg
Dictator has

one In Hl(.' cases of .\l 1884 ylini .lnd Hl"t’r. oU)
him as o

U

. k e
‘¢ Inner and outer conﬂxcts'havc m‘i‘rlg o propor-
ct, the logical end of which wou (anlish, French,
tloned " world-war conducted by & forces on

cpedifionn
(xurmnn, Ttalian and other expeditionary
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have won recognition as heroes—and there is no ques-
tioning that in the process of rising from their obscurity
to their fame they did display qualities of courage and
resolution which entitle them to take charge and give
orders.

Why Britain Stays ‘‘ Democratic.”

The democratic system holds its own in this country
because (a) the machinery of concealed discipline has
been brought nearer to perfection here than in any
other, and (b) a change-over from democracy to dic-
tatorship would disturb the quenes of aspirants for
power which have been respectively forming up for
careers in the several directions open under the demo-
cratic form of administration. Thus both the bankers
as the inspirers of policy, and everyone who has em-
balrked on and trained himself for, a career as e.g. a
private secretary to an M.P. or Cabinet Minister, a
Minister himself, or anything else, are at one in resist-
Ing any drastic change. There is enough friction in the
af'oresaid power-queues when anyone tries to insinuate
himself in the line instead of joining the tail; but that
would be nothing to the exasperation that would be

felt by a long-waiting queue if an entirely new one

suddenly formed up outside a door which had hitherto
not -be.en regarded as a legitimate entrance to the ‘ Hall
of Privilege.”” The bearing of this on the Fascist
movement in this country will be evident. Sir Oswald
Mosley is, as it were, standing at a new door to political
power, and behind him are lining up people drawn away
from the tails of other queues, and even people who
haven’t been waiting in any queue. The front people
of the other queues are wondering whether to cross over
or stay where they are—wondering whether the new
door will open first, and if S0, whether the Mosley
crowd would make it their first business, on entering
to run round and double-bolt the other doors, :

. British Bankers and Fascism.

T h.ls is why we are hearing such eloquent talk about
.Fasmsm })eing *“ alien to the British spirit.” Tt probably
is; 'but M recent years the British spirit has been
ob}xged to tolerate a good many things alien to it. No
this talk comes from people who would have no objec:
tion to Fascis'm if they could be assured of a position or
status under it equal to that which they enjoy or expect
to ux'lder Democracy. There are even people who sym-
pathise with the Social-Creait fulfilment of Democr:c
put who. would violently Oppose any method of hast u
ng its institution which threateneq to prejudice ﬂfr}-
present position or status, However, the point aboeutp
Sir Oswald Mos]ey’s queue is that its chance of enteri:v
and occupying the offices of government is a matter oof
the bankers’ choice. At present they are content to work
throngh the democratic system. They have secured, in
the Baldwin Administration, a set of types who 'are
perfectly trained in the art of making the remote con-
trol ?f the people effective while concealing its source
and its tracks.. But if anything happens to unveil this
slaecr.et, or to impair its inviolacy, the bankers will not

uesnatefo Sét up an open Dictatorship with powers to
suppress free speech. It is on the cards that they might

g) farlher Fhan Italy and Germany, and make the

li?/:- :r:;’“}"p.‘f{ the Ba_nk of England one of the preroga-

e a British Fz_\scxst Dictator. We do not say that

this extreme course is likely to be taken, but we mention
it as something which they are easily able to do if

they choose, Somethi 8 i s

PHEY D ng of the sort is, indeed, happen-
ing in Germany, or at any rate reported as happening

“ proportioning *’ of news) where the P i
informed that ‘ Hitler sends Schacht to Paris-
if Hitler can give orders to the Governor of th
Central Bank, then he is virtually himse
Of course we know that the custom of the
Bankers is to tell governments what
but that is no obstacle to the plan ’
supreme political head of the State the suprem: e that
cial head thereof. It would cut across the docol
credit-policy must not be interfered with by P
but significantly enough that doctrine
tensely asserted as the close of the Great )
not clearly seen to what extent repres
ments would be able to maintain that ¢ e
the people which they had attained during
was thought necessary to provid

ublic have been
e Germal
If the Governot
Cen

orders to 81
for making e

tnn€ =
jtician®
was most M
War, when it b

entative 5
ascendancy It

e them at leas .

use
a formula by means of which they could exct>

: e
selves from bringing in reforms or redl:eSSlglgosin ol
while professing strong syl’ﬂPa‘thies with
The bankers could not foresee the temper ﬁed out s07
on the return of peace. As things have o whic
governments have gone Fascist, and tho;g iently to b
not have maintained their ascendancy su] v(; an ﬂlefl:
able to regulate political pressure from bel0 <o in P
fore to ignore it. So to-day there 15 450 ‘ft_Poucy . I:d
ing the doctrine of non-interference in (fredl s MOt o8
Government wants to interfere; and it doit is 1 t;)l‘;
to invoke the doctrine precisely becausexcuses tof
strong a f.csition to condescend to THAKE § n
people for its acts of commission or omisS’? a.cy- ti-
Britain’s Supel"‘FaSCiSt,Democ:Call the a.og
In this connection it is interesting ¢ abdi t]in'
tude disclosed by some newspapers :
of Edward VIII. It took the form ¢
vitation to unnamed foreign gOVt’:l‘nment:
of the effective way in which this cou )
depose one King and set up another W25 an. g
““ business as usual,”’” to quote & wal- o _]l-lf"t loo'on
taunt could mean nothing else than saylﬂg:C institt® act
us: in spite of our adherence to denwcraded it, ¥
we were able, when the occasion demanwith !
with more speed and ruthlessness, 2% than coul’ e
turbance to our domestic relationshiP S";_Bald""i‘rl Seuld
despotic ruler. In blunt words, the aztl’ts that s
seven-day dictatorship got better re-;i s <
have any open, permanent dictators si , Fascl
insinuated was this; If you want to
excelsis watch our Democracy !

Se. f
Alberta News Itet?i, add"de;ﬂ;“
The Times Correspondent at Ed,mon publis‘h
one item of news last week. This ¥2° per® 4
January 12. It read as followsi— Credit me™ eﬂteﬁ’
The caucus meeting of Social rthree 2 Sﬂy s
the Alberta Legislature, with_onlyw o 1€ o e,
including Mr. Ross, the Minister s Comﬂ"’M‘,dl
signed, yesterday reviewed the P!alll jslatio” ol
recommendations for Social Credit 2“’? Albe”aw il
fications of the plan for the printi? & ended
are reported to have been recO™ :
Cabinet. egl
The Cabinet announces that the Le€’ b”‘{o‘:
meet on February 25. del‘*’fs in“‘l
So there may be still some 0t
an official statement of the Albertd
tions is issued.

considel'il‘[’]c
Gove

p B
;(atemeﬂ

there in the British Press (for one must allow for the

; " 2 g i &
Social Credit of January I5 reports
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the effect that Mr. John Hargrave had been invited to
produce a plan but had declined, though he had ex-
Pressed his willingness to look over any plan produced

by supporters of the Government if invited to do so,

on the condition that he took no responsibility, for he

did not wish to be regarded as a technician.

In the Ottawa Citizen o J.anua.ry 8 a written state-
ment by Mr, Aberhart is reproduced in which he pays

a tribufe to Mr. John Hargrave as ‘ a man who is effi-
ciently and capably rendering every assistance in this
great experiment that will affect the whole world.

Elsewhere in 'the s;ame issue of the Citizen Mr, Har-
grave is described as the ** technical adviser to the plan-

ning committee.’”

With reference to the }esig})atic;n of the Hon C. cci
Ross from the Alberta Government the significance rea
into it by the London Press (including The Times) is mis-

leading ‘because that gentleman was invi

ted to join the

i an administrator

Cabinet purely on his qualifications as

(ministry of mines) and, moreover, Was a si70%g oppon-

ent of Social Credit during the election. SO
183 done nothing to weaken the prestige of
ment,

his departure
the Govern-

Alberta’s Opportunity.

Following our Notes of last week on th
Aberhart’s problem in Alberta, a survey of

e nature of Mr.

comments in

the English Social-Credit journals serves to emphasise

€ appeal, implicit in our analysis, for s

USPEDSIOH 0

Judgment as regards Mr. Aberhart’s new policy—what-

€ver it may turn out to be.
We believe that we express
Credit Movement when we say

the feeling of the Social
that discussion of the

ent is un-

alleged past mistakes of the Alberta Goverganéord "

Profitable unless it be so conducted as to
ance to that Government on what it ought
and henceforth, And not only guldam:et as
Ut guidance as to methods, step by SeP:

time, QOtherwise the discussion can have
a0 mischievous consequences.

ACCOrding to what we gather from ou

;ecent criticism it would appea
act that the Government have
aneytic-onoﬂlic condition (;)it ke b
3 ing, have worsene eir ¢ 1
tion of igcreaz:d taxation. Thisimplies that
Ment coylq have avoided this nesa
Tesult. But the criticism is not
Indication of the methods of avoida :
een adopted, much less a description ©
eaders who consult THE NEW
2d February 20, 1936, will get
of the main problem that Mr. Ab Lot
Wth, Asa background it should be

in order of
none other

r survey of

i the
r that it converges o1
done nothing to unprov%
the Albertan people, .'but, 3_

the Govern-

tive (or injurious)
accompanied by any
nce that could have
hem.

‘mbered that

nherited the

When he took office in August, 1935 be Among these

Sbligations of the outgoing Government.

f interest to

s the payment, at the end of that year, 0 his Cabinet

Ndholders amounting to £400,000.
—2ll men without previous ©
log inistration—had a mz;tt:lre 5)

round and get accusto! 1
{)espective jobs. %Vhile they were @m}gn A
ankers were pushing forward their P %_ W

ouncil on the Austratian model i
hm-ted at by the Financial Times of Jan

ich commented. A

‘ Probably one of the most impa
such a plan would, it is con

Position of social credit as a P

Alberta_"

N January, 1936, a Federal
Sranted to Alberta. The

to the rou

He and i
rience Of provmcnt
f six months or so 10

tine of their

so the Canadian

¢ their Loan
object was
ry 16, 1936,

rtant results of

i " pe the final dis-
Sldgigcal possibility for

Loan of £400,000 Was
Albertan Fmanc:s Btk o

3Mnounced that the loan had been made S}?olc proceeds

allow " the Province to default. The W
Were absorbed in fulfilling obligations on

ically all held externally. The construction to be placed
(t)ln tt};js event is that Mr. Aberhart was prepared to
default rather than raise the money in taxes. The ini-
tiative was on the part of the lenders, not the borrowers.
It is true that he consented to contract the loan, whereas
he might have refused to accept it. It has been hsug-
gested by his Social-Credit critics that he might have
avoided default in a formal sense, without bogroivgng
and without levying taxes, by offering payment md.itmrs
—by delivering Albertan produce to external crlolzld 0] >
on some basis of monetary valuation. This tv;rlo ,.lg_
course, have meant what financial jurists call g ux;x ;
teral variation of the terms of a bi-lateral con acﬁ,t -
course which would b(:h iliggal, angtp:frlli}zsouthn;ogzny
i nless taken wi e conser :
’tll'?)nfl:é l:nilitant Social-Cre;iltoih ﬁl}x)s{l Evlrgtulgf glee ggd:]?
bjection, for the it 0 ;
Enraﬁf oabji(iegglv: be any practical steps 15 u:zherentl.i/];ex;:
compatible with the laws of the Constltugonthis z:bove
reted and administered by the Courts. 'tho keis
i Aberhart can be credited with a poinl
o ;') . Mt?lat a constitutional issue might have been
S ion of their suggestion.
mlgﬁ Ihgr t}:b:glfaﬂttl should nott})i seng’uséztgl—agl:gi ;«:x.'
rtunity at that ear —par
;;(;gyses]ifll:eg tgleeot;)%ortunit;y is recurrent, presenting itself
every time an interest-payment

Another item fen
the Dominion :
onsegsra ?rt;lgd?ix:g relief; and.he had to }:’e]%kgnh :vrx:}fxustgs
e ibility that the money mi ht be _w1th eld e
?oilgalis}e, the bankers’ plan of paying theoiﬁd il
? dholders. We do not think that this wtwelve Ve
bgﬁed? but what we think to:diar}rré]:‘fg't iy
: it eflection, 1S JIT¢ i
gfnowlv)';eartv aﬁﬁ'c.mAat?e(:h;rt thought, without that advantage
inﬁléﬁgag'mlgiﬁiw remembered thatM;;re;‘rdi:;zl! ;g tbl;:s
, it ; :
Zhgegﬁd;ﬁ i!zairs1 reasonable t?—t;li’gtl;ox ;thzlali Iglx;yl\;ang:e
did his best to exploit an un;;t I e o e

e ho counsllor t hand of &1t GG gy ot
gentleman as 2 technician and dip! M, Aberhart’s

i k¢
ionificance detrimentas 0, T o
r_ez:jd 12){ rsrlli?h c]ess to his1 méeg_rs:?try,a:n ﬂl;;st ::;:; e[.> L
" f official advx: 5 b
o awed the sense
O ot e i St

him off from heterodox finan-

private means o ' S
cial policies erhart did not Su qu
We regret that Mr. A vt Al D9 r: but

H "fy his silence
ol  Aberhart could justify his SERCC
it is possiblo S, lthixe had explicitly L?und NS,’:: by
ground tha A conﬁdenm:]- g:r he'ha—

fficial adviser,
i i ase we
publicly accePing e o do so. n B8 KCe-
smplicity t Mr. Aberhart's 0 ;‘s oy apoaker
shoul(} }:g;%e:r « Gentlemen a(;lvgnt:: e

1 . . '

:? ';°N5w AcE dinner o:gm';‘l s tec ) do not betray

- 1.Credit veterans =5 '
2fc§)?1(;i]3]ence, even from their enemy

Action—Who First ?

it wi t bins and without préju-
B vu(houi“ do that—you will agree

Mr. Magor as 0

¢ 2 dll 1
o 1f you W quite sure you W

» who are pre-
‘"m“m'ld ; x"ndcﬁnit«lv jncumbent on I}“OPh Y e thu‘: i
that it is most \ o} when they see it to realise that |
: do a good O failure of this ticket

sared to

nmplhm({ 15 t done about the aobvious
some

i y stion and
i n between the produc
i thing that stnndsn‘ en the | Hoo
aystem, B tlliilr:ngof the world's economic “‘h.(\o:‘:;hp o
the cmmm:[: stand down and let p(-nph' |r\h‘\\. (r] |¢».,:< i
shal Bave l to do that thing—1 say they are sthis
@9 1o ape > not had the experience that is necess
C

no'

o l<"1(t‘i‘;fl-:glvorihr with it. Sf\mobnd,\" must :h‘»ns:;:\«;;
to, teal, 24 ﬂc sractical question 1§, who is going Biaa
rhiug."-’ln% !:dclt from address delivered by Major Doug
) Gt jian Club, Otlawa, April 24, 1925.

to the Canad

bonds, prac-
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Alberta’s Problem.

“THE NEW ENGLISH WEEKLY’S ”» ANALYSIS

Extract from Notes in issue dated Ja .
nuar

The facts of the Cabinet crisis in] Sl o

writing to justify much comment.

cent, of his complete desiderata,

T ‘
mml;ﬁ]tlvhliﬁuox: 'Douglas s}mould now wish Alberta luck and
i 1}5.(:L1u'n responsibility. is consistent with his form
. u{ n this matter, whatever else may be thought of i
£ € same time, we must recognise that if an over\vl?el lrtn
. e
i 4o instrumen i
D:)e(ulé:, fa: do as little towards its expressed object ;s fflo:;c:x{
as has generally seemed to antici i e
: anticipate, it i

b : ) pate, it is h
> [r:(l:(il‘:\d'n, In any circumstances short of ,revolutioirl'nrd tI(:
E 1at Alberta is at the primary and major disa(iva

J n-

ing Government majority, elected to

tage of having no constitutional cont

billeted upon Alberta’s citizens,
either attacked, or in some Wi

hazardous, recommende

of preparatory strategy. Mr.

}Tart's camp are now pers
!:ke 4 mass attack on ortt
n}cludes the issue of Alber
virtual expulsion from th
and insurance companies

hodox-international finance

A Cure for Slumps.

LFrom leading article in ¢
1937.]

In these modern times t
becm:nc so violent, so devastatin
fatalistic attitude is no longer possible
erlgr;:ze\\:e are compelled to work out :
ks Ofnxx;f: :ir:.(clrcg;m;ml.ic irrigation to maintain
:::m alternate floods ::ll\sdm('.la::uag(}::tl:ny’
h:le loo.soon, for, as Mr. Keyne :
ate to discuss
Appropriate that this initiative
mist whose capacity for ;
15 combined with exce t
now stated the 4
Il‘l'lt‘.\‘ of solution,
Finance, whose views h
have the Government
effort to stimulute ge
more vigorous action for the

: the Social Credit
Government of Alberta are insufficient at the moment of
; As far as they go, they
rev(;zalhthat a cor}ﬂlct, not unexpected, between the :—a‘dicali
an ; e gradu;}hsts has arisen as to whether the time is
ﬁpe ;)r more vigorous Social Credit legislation, Mr. Ross
. ; 5 . Ross,
th1emss :':r for Lar}ds and Mines, and largely responsible for
nmpe.d~scx:|p measures now in force, has resigned
?I;I)ga‘rlcn’tly in dlSl'l‘lZl¥ at the demands now put forward b}:
e Prgu?ger gx'c(l)up, ’ for banning Dominion money from
vince and issuing a subsidy in relief i
E: of prices. These
e i d
et:'ascurets ;1)re advocated in application of the “ hundred
se ;u:l oug]n‘s_theory ” which Mr. John Hargrave is
mg:: € \’:/Z hnavte ]01fxid in urging upon the Alberta Govern-
s ote with interest that Major Douglas’
organ, ‘* Social Credit,” has ) A
promptly responded with
statement amounting t,o a i i ailuse
2 warning that whatever failur
?J;;ly r:'gf\;)lé :;on} atltemptmg cent. per cent. Douglasismurii
) ] e fault of the doctrine, but of  failure
> ) the ** fail
judgment in putting forward i ey
ard a plan at all in such ci
T s such circum-
i c\o\a;e " .\!A]OI‘ Dougas’s awn original recommendations
/ 4, it may be recalled, embodied more like two per

agp s rol over its own sou
“sce:(;ller{é .so that Mr. Aberhart’s first problem was to r;ies
y over the enemy within—the * foreign mfne;

i 19 To put up any fight

I monetary autonomy, that was the enenl:y t}fat %lad ‘::) ‘:)2

o o ay outwitted o i
jor Douglas himself, seeing frontal att.a:kugge?z]\:nfd.
i 00
d some ‘s‘c:)un}zl if cautious measures
1o 3 Aberhart, after the im-
ir isy sa:ffzcluoltne's, adopted gradualist tactics of his o“zlrehmd
Do expe:g'd that he did better with them than 1\)[:'2)
- But the policy the radicals in Mr, Abjerl:
uading him to adopt is more

clapmol:!ey as legal tender, and the
rovince of the private bankers

* The Times of January, 14

he alte'rnation of the cycle has
g in its effects, that the old
Whether we like it
a science of economic
a steady
pro.tecting industry
: m!i\ntbegmnix:ng cannot be
remedies when the [crisiss i(;lllt;p:)tn“:lsl beltnfo‘
should come from zm.ccon:-
acute afmlysis and original thought
3 l:,:];l] gxlfts. of persuasion, He has
Sl has himself suggested possible
r'u. ¥, like the Swedish Minister of
;,hsr:.’i‘i, l:L‘tL;ll -c‘]u'mcd above, he would
il qcﬁvrnh smge lrum. any further
activity, while urging them to
rehabilitation of the special

It

is a better distrf-
d. But, !
that can
must bé

areas. What is needed to-day, he says;
buted demand rather than a greater total deman
we wish to go slow with certain types of investment
be postponed, then some other means, he insists, T ¢
found for achieving this than by a higher rate of }nterBS:
Dear money in the past has followed recovery and 's,,‘hgsg
fore regarded by some as *‘ healthy > and natural.” o
it has also Heralded the slump, and if we play with it 10
he believes that the slump will be made inevitable. on-
urges that the long-term rate of interest must be‘kept can
tinuously as near as possible to the long-term optimum! i
should never be used as a short-term weapon: He W

ment eme

have the Chancellor meet the main part of armaste e
nd withholding re p

diture out of taxation, raising taxes a
hing in hand for

for the present in order to have somet
or 1939, or whenever there are signs of recession- his cal
like to see a temporary rebate on tariffs wherever t loy~
be done without throwing British resources out of €™
ment, and would not worry over a worsening © 1isatic
balance or a temporary strain on the Exchange Equd terd
Fund ; since, in his view, it is desirable that the l'.aw ml an
countries should be allowed to replenish thelf o
sterling resources this year in order that they maY in the

to buy our goods later, when an increased demarn stion®
: These suggeeﬂlth)'

export trade will be most useful to us. unh
are intended to check any tendency towards af safe-
boom. As a more positive and constructive met ority’

guard the future, he urges the setting up of an z:;;— public
whose business should be, not to launch any schem® B ady
investment, but to make sure that sound schemes a5
against the time when they will be neaded to revive
activity, With equal insistence he advocates that ; Poweri
of England and the Treasury should use their gré? roﬁfﬂble
to keep the rate of interest low enough t0 el
a flow of new projects at the requisite pace: Limes of
[Note.—Mr. Keynes’s articles appeared in The & 511’0rt
January 12, 13, and 14. His proposals, red s of inﬂ“"on
technical formula, amount to this: In the M Stl descﬁbed
begin to deflate. They may be COmP"ehe"S‘-veZ obscufely
as the Keynes in-de-flation proposals, °F mO”IS‘/ED,
(and thus fitly), as his interim reflation propos®

LETTERS TO THE EDITOX

FASCISTS AND FINANCE.
of the 7th Y2 P you

Sir,—We note that in your issue a0
a letter of the Rey. Paul Stacy containing what * e ta®
will allow me to describe as a passage of the "
nonsense I have ever read : ) (thé self-C e

“ It would have provided the Fascists s ular sciﬂl
¢ King’s men ’) with an opportunity to obmln o naﬂiﬂtﬂ
port, with a false issue and objective: |:ve swuﬂg gre"'
groups already supporting Mosley would ba¥® 4 he
line behind him, and there would haveé po\vef- Por‘
danger of a Fascist dictatorship gcttiﬂg B ? this op

King’s abdication has deprived Mosley € A

tunity for which he has waited sO long: Aostey 7R fhes
Who are ‘ the financial groups supportit ; our SPeez;n
Mosley in his speeches, and all the rest of.us u.ln deﬂ"un an
and writing, spend the best part of our time le ; "am,hich
both international finance and the panking ¥ gnow ¥
branch, it would be extremely intcrcslin_g to an
of the bankers and financiers are on our = % > pathe”

To put the matter from yoilr point of VIC\or Pufty sibl,\'
our own, is it conceivable that a movems:l(s uld Possocil‘!

: ) A0 co
ported in any way by vested financial inter: sl

be supported whole-heartedly by SO WOL Gpites
Credit pioneer as Mr. Ezra Pound, who noW \,1 ticle
in our Quarterly Journal, and stated I 0
tributed to the Fascist Quarterly for October ™ '

‘
“ When the B.U.F. announce that mcynﬂ
a manfbg al

why corporate organisation an

g i \
should' be unable to raise the C“"Suml::g our e \\‘l"
level justified by productive C"p‘lc“yﬁl-ilish oy’

resources,’ they merely assert for the
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Odon Por and I have been for some time asserting for
Italy or for any other country. . . . Three million Italian
Workmen are getting higher pay than they were in July.
That definitely proves the B.U.F. contention that you can
increase the public purchasing power with corporate
organisation and managed currency (at least in relation
: ;10 C.Ummodi'tics sold at a just price by law determined ).
M ave no Wllsfl to re-open the discussion concerning the
Monarchy crisis. As Fascists honour the Crown and
?j:};:me the politicians, they were prepared in every lawful
ion to support the King to the utmost so long as he
;e.m ained upon the throne. The moment, however, that
King Edward himself settled the matter by refusing fo fight
the politiciarts, any further support of him against King
'Georgc VI. would have been both futile and treasonable,
ll: ‘;.e“ as being opposed to his expressed recommendation
F is broadcast speech of farewell. On that account

ascists unreservedly support the New King.
5 But all this talk of money interests behind Mosley and
:::_em_p_ted coups d’état is sheer twaddle, and it is really very
ad\!:’wmg t_° find a journal, professing realism, which

nees it in any serious spirit.
J. A. MacNas,
for the British Union of
Fascists & National Socialists.

% SOCIALISTS AND FASCISTS.
_ Sir,—The Rev. Paul Stacy’s letter (NEW AGE, January 7)
ht,r?sses a most vital issue in the recent crisis,”” and one
5 hl,ch will be sure to occur in the next crisis.
(‘-“1.c Fascists stood shoulder to shoulder with the Social
S_‘rédxt movement. They were thus able to deflect fron.i l.he
;x{ 2 efforts all the support which the various Socialist
I(-0 Vements would otherwise have been able to accc:rd to

Ing Edward. But Mosley created a situation wherein the
dﬂbour people were unable to support an acknowledged
If*_""Ocragic King because Mosley interp®
g and people.

There is Social Credit’s lesson and, indeed, the lesson

o every other sort of genuine monetary reformer. Mosley,
reer the pitch of the

havip

ving already learned the need to qu %
g‘or-k”*" political :movements by adding National
: Ocialist »* to his title (he knows whom he has‘to stlb\:el‘lt,
and he knows he is quite safe on the capitalist side), swiftly

adopteq ~ ugpose.
B anfi de for the same P! po!
Anfidiilics 40 ed bankers, then Mosley

cay £S.C. wants to dethrone the \\‘i(:k o
t ' Supply the tehnique—and with far more o
o UMpets than monetary reform can commixnd. .Mc?s cyf
€conomists " are echoing the slogans the (J.recnshxrt..s have
f“ade known, and so long as S.C. confines its :{vcrsxons. to
l Coterie of 'internntional financiers, SO long ml‘l Fascism
steal their thunder and step into any breach engineered by
Mance—as [ast nonth’s * crisis = Was engineered. s
> lh.fernational Finance is part and pill‘(:(“l of Internalm'r'ms
Apitalism, and the most pm\'erful opposition to tl.msc ‘t\\ l.n_
o, ell s a People’s Front, in which every nnu-u.:apunh;t
h-lzmds side by side with anti-bankocracy: That !mllt‘)" alone
fan queer Mosley’s game. At present Mnslc): cries, l|k«‘: the
Ouglasites, « Down with the Banker and God save Com-
i Capitalism.”’
‘rut‘lus does retribution overtak s
u«-ith]' for bankers and competitive capit
Ner can endure without the other. ki
. While Fascism can echo the aims and slogans of Socia
Tedit then there is little chance for economic democracy—
“r Social Credit Grapys F. BING.

sed Fascism between

¢ any departure from the
alism are one, and

S; “A 4B+ 6"

SIt—Much as I appreciate L. C. J.’s

% ‘;‘(ﬁpmuch to the problem, it is one which

Wl‘:‘.'t‘ to him to work ouf-

at g tn.hc says that * industry as L iile task
"¢ time of marketing its products, the imposst® el

lm“.mminum.sly extracting from the [.wul 'nf. l’“t: "i"ﬁ

r more than it has previously put into it in respec

s proposed method

of I should prefer

a whole is attempting,

The analytical method used by Major Douglas is that of
comparing the velocities of two streams at any one given
moment—the same moment for each. Following that
method, T attempted the comparison of the rate of generation
(not flow) of new costs with the simultaneous rate of
generation of new incomes, and I still think that this
method is likely to be more productive than that proposed

by L. C. J.
Nevertheless,

good hunting. :
Kklin will be good enough to read the article

If Mr. Fran
in which this comparison was madd, he will see that the

“ prices consumers have to meet !’ are not A payments alone,
but are the sum of A payments and C allocations, If
Mr. Franklin can show that A + C’ can possibly equate
with A + C in an expanding industrial economy, then [
will agree that the existing system may possibly be self-

liquidating.

Mr. Franklin must have read the article on funded debt
carelessly to say that I insist that funded debt is mot self-
liquidating. I pointed out that we do not claim that de.bts
and credits are not self-liquidating within the banking
system; we claim that costs and inc_omes are not self-
liquidating within the industrial price-system—a very
different thing. Long-term loans by the banking system, in
funded form, prevent this price-system from stalling. So
his question (i.) does not arise. :

Inqreply to (his question (ii.) may | refe:: hlm' l‘o the latter
part of the A + B + C article, dealinﬁ with dividends, and

icularly to the last paragraph of all.
pa;’tclﬁs,alydo not suppoP:e that Mr, Franklin will contend
that all the interest payments on bondc«! dc‘fbt made to th;::
Central and Joint Stock banks are dxstnbt{ted to bar'l
shareholders as dividends. The portion thx.;t is not so dis-
tributed must be distributed in other ways if deflation is to
be avoided. It must be issued as loans; an,q,] the corred-
sponding deposits will appear pizrtly as ‘' new cr(;c}l‘l:s Zt;e
partly as ¢ replacement " credits. In so fx.lr‘ns a}; o
replacement credits they will not appear as mto;'ucs !hc‘:
and this leaves an old cost uulst:mflmg. In s0 n; .':s i
are new credits they will, admittedly, redistri }[]‘; .
incomes, but with new costs attached to thcm'. \ e (:e
costs which were attached to them when they \\;rc p
viously in consumers’ hands, before the Inland ';:vcnu(cl
nulho;ities abstracted them, are thus .lefl un.defra)‘c .[ m]l[.
the costs-incomes rafio is worsened. Which disposes ol s€
liquidation.
 Finally,

I hope he will follow it up, and I wish him

[ do not know what to make of Mr. Franklin's

last paragraph. « Shareholdings are not debt claim's'.;;r:‘
never said they were. “ And capital assets are :{ssets. o
they? In a barter economy, Yes, always. l?ut, in 'llol: ni
economy, a i gapital asset ?is an asset just s0 esg u;
consumers are in receipt of st‘lﬁlcwm money m‘c‘:‘:n Ao
buy its products at prices which include all costs. w1
condition no longer obtains, the factory or ‘fn'::m,.or“S iy
it may be, ceases to be an asset at n.ll, mt“ ;mo, bctm;c :
holders or to the rest of the community. y
liability—to the shareholders.

A. W. CounMan.

£ coniradiction by any whose
has yielded no single
ne constructed by Douglus. There are,
husinstic supporters who push for-
which Mr. Coleman has no
crificing. There are also many pf!siliuns
eld at al, but which are the objects of
Mr. Franklin and his

out fear ol

ir.—1 say, with
ity 58 at Mr, Coleman

s matter, th
f the front i
aver-ent
enable salients,

opinion
gector O
unforlwmtely,
ward quite unt
hesitation in s';]
‘hich are not

;‘c;:.:nllcgrivlcm pombardments by

ll'f\‘;-ny- I offer a few suggestions about Bank money? They
5 :'tcndcd merely 45 a basis for consideration, and | am
i cessarily pr'cpurcd to defend them to the last ditch.

B 1l a 'g'nld bar, which I have found under a goose-
o the Bank, I oan obtain a eredit in the

[ can draw upon it in cash and spend the

ne clse who gets it from

h, and so can anyo
for it by cheque, the Bank still has the

noi
If 1 take
bcrr_\'-bush.
Bank's books.

money as [ wisl
me. [f 1 trans

th ! R g
;”]““" Products,” he is comparing prices at one time with
0c . A 8 > .
Me distribution at an earlier time.
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money (which it may issue agai.nst gold) ant‘l will pz]xay it
on demand. So long as I leave it, the Bank is my debtor,
but I have no power except to demand the money. There
is itra debt—at this stage. %
& ?E cl:)c,)\ve\‘er, my credit arises through my receiving a
cheque from someone who has borrowed from thc'Ba.nl\,
then my position is nearly the same as bef9re, but this time
there is a contra debt. That there is a difference bct\\'et?n
the two cases is obvious. Moreover, while ttu? Bank, in
virtue of its hold over the debtor, is in a position to con-
trol his actions to a greater or less extent, my hold over
the Bank is still only to the extent of being in a pc.>sm'on
to demand money; and though the Bank has, in this m’;
stance, probably not got the money (hence my *‘ nearly
above), this does not matter, for, in emergency, the Go'vefn-
ment will permit the creation in notes of the money which
has already been created in the Bank’s books. Henct_a the
control or power wielded by the Bank has no contra item.
One can, in fact, hardly apply the term ‘‘ debt’ to tl_\e
Bank’s obligations, since it will always be authorised, in
the event of pressure to pay, to create the means of
payment. .
I would add that exponents of Douglas Social Credit
have no objection to the creation of money by banks. They
do object to the power at present conferred by the ability

_lo create, and even more by the ability to cancel, money,

and they object to the policy which that power is, at pre-
sent, used to subserve. GBI
A BAD WORD.

*“ We shall have to commence the operation with a
semilunar incision,”” reported the doctor, ¢ Why couldn’t the
bally old sawbones say—make a half moon cut,” remarked
my old friend. Merely professional pedantry with the
medical man, no doubt. But when public speakers and
writers use the word malnutrition. It is not mere pedantic
mouthing, but comes nearer to cowardly lying. They dare
not say it in plain English—starvation,  The word
““ starvation "’ carries with it the idea of starving to death,
quite a shocking assaciation, an idea to be shooed off at any
cost; while one never thinks for a moment of malnutriting
anyone to death. ‘“ A certain amount of malnutrition in the
Special Areas ** doesn’t shock anybody. But millions of
people there and elsewhere are being steadily starved in

mind and body to disease and death because we English are
too hopelessly stupid to realise the fact,

PuiLie T, Kenway.

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.

THE ABDICATION AND THE ELECTORATE,

A, M. B.—Your question about Members of Parliament
and their constituents was, you will have seen, partially
answered by the disclosures in Mr. Arthur Krock’s despatch
of December 14 last to the New York Times, which we
reproduced last week (January 14, 1937) under the title,
** Political Background of Abdication.” The report that
you heard, namely, that during the critical seven days
* the Government sent the M.P.s to their constituencies to
tap the feelings of the counfry,” seems to be unfounded.
Mr. Krock’s account of the secret meeting of party leaders
can be safely accepted because of the high antecedent prob-
ability that Lang and Baldwin would wish to assure them-
selves beforehand of Parliamentary endorsement of the
action they proposed to take. For all practical purposes to
“ tap the feelings ** of the party leaders was to tap the
feelings of * the country ” in the sense that, once granted
that the Conservative, Liberal, and Socialist party caucuses
(with their money-chests and Whips) gave secret pledges
to back the ** Lang-Baldwin conspiracy’’ (to adopt a phrase
in The Freethinker), the support of the House of
Comnions would follow automatically, irrespective of what
the electorate might be focling about the issue. It is, of
course, possible that certain individual members of Parlia-
ment were let into the secret and were permitted to con-
sult, in confidence, some of their most influential local
supporters in the constituencies; but that is a far cry from
** tapping the feelings ' of the constituents, In fact, it
would indicate the reverse process, namely, that of im-
posing a point of view on them, mot eliciting it from them,
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